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INTRODUCTION. 

AS our bleffed Lord has required us to pray 
that his kingdom may come, and his will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven, it becomes us 
11ot only to exprefs our defires of that event by 
words, but to ufe every-lawful method to fpread 
the knowledge of his name. In order to this, it 
is neceffary that we fhould beco!lle, in fome mea
fure acquainted with the religious fiate of the 
worfd; and as this is an objed we fhould be 
prompted to purfue, not only by the gofpel of 
our Redeemer, but even by the feelings of huma
nity, fo an inclination to confcientious adivity 
therein would form one of the firongeft proofs 
that we are the fubjeds of grace, and partakers of 
that fpirit of univerfal benevolence and genuine 
philanthropy, which appear fo eminent in the 
ch&rac1er of God himfelf. 

Sin was introduced amongfr the children o£ 
men by the fall of Adam, and has ever fince been 
fpreading its baneful influence. By chaogiug its 

B appea1.ances 
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.<ppeara11ces to fnit the circmnfbnces of the tithes• 
it has grown up in ten thoufand forms, aud con

flantly counteratl.ed the will and defigns of God. 
One would have fuppofed that the remembrance 

of the deluge would have been tranfmitted from 
father to fon, and have perpetually detened 
mankind from tranfgref!ing the will of their 

Maker; but fo blinded were they, that in the 

t!me of Abraham, grofs wickednefs prevailed 
wherever colonies were planted, and the iniquity 

of the Amorites was great, though not yet fu1l. 
After this, idolatry fpread more and more, till 
the feven devoted nations were cut off with the 
moR: fignal marks of divine difpleafure. Still, 

bowever, the progrefs of evil was not flopped. 
but the lfraelites themfelves too often joined with -
the reft .of mankind againft the God of lfrael. In 
one perio(l the groffef\ ignorance and barbarifm 

prevailed in the world; and afterwards, in a more 

enlightened age, the moft daring infidelity. and 
contempt of God; fo that the world which was 

once over-run with ignorance, now by wifdom. 
kne-w not God, hut changed the g/Qry of the incorrup· 
tible God as much a~ in the moO: barbarous ages, 

into an image made like to corruptible man, and t• 
birds, and four-footed beqfls, and creeping things. 
Nay, as they increafed in fcience ·and poJitenefs, 

they ran into more abundant and extravagant 
idolatries. 

Yet 
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Yet God repeatedly made known his intention 
to prevail finally over all the power of the Devil, 
and to dellroy all his works, and fet up his own 
kingdom and i:Jterefi among men, and extend it 
as univerfally as Satan had extended his. It was 
for this purpofe that the Meffiah came and died, 
that God might be juft, and the juftifier of all 
that iliould believe in him. When he had laid 
down his life, and taken it up again, he fent 
folth his difciples to preach the good tidings to 
every creature, and to endeavour by all poffible 
methods to bring over a loft world to God. 
They went forth accordiug to their divine com
million, ~nd wonderful fuccefs attended their 
labours; the civilized greeks, and uncivilized bar
barians, each yielded to the crofs of Chrifi, and 
embraced it as the only way of falvatio11. Since 
the apoftolic age many other a!tempts to fpread 
the gofpel have been made. which have been 
confiderably fuccefsful, notw1thfianding whicl1 a 
very confiderable part of mankind are ftill in:" 
volved in all the darknefs of heathenifm. Some 
attempts ar~ frill making, but they are incon
fiderable in comparifon of what- might be done if 
the whole body of Chrifiians entered heartily into 
the fpirit of the divine command on this fubjetl. 
Some think little about it, others are unacquainted 
with the fiate of the world, and others love their 
wealth better than the fouls of their fdlow-crea• 
t\lres. 

B 2 .Tn 
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In order that the fubjeCl: may be taken int.&. 
:more ferious confideration, I fuall enquire, whe
ther the commiffion given by our Lord to his. 
difciples be not frill binding on us,-take a fuott 
"View of former undertakings,-give fome account 
of the prefent ftate of the world,-confider the 
praaicability of doing fomething more than is 
done,-and the duty of Chrift.ian~ in general in 
this. matter. 

~ y: 

AN 



E N Q U I 1l Y ~ &c. 

SECT. I. 

An Enquiry whether the Commiffion givtn by our Lord 
to his Difciples be not fiill binding on us. 

OUR Lord Jefus Chritl:, a little before his 
departure, commiffioned his apoO:Ies to Go, 

and teach all nations; or, as another evangelift ex-· 
preffes it, Go into all tht world, and preach the gofptl 
to every creature. This commiffion was as exten
five as poffible, and laid them under obligation 
to difperf~ themfelves into every country of the 
habitable globe, and preach to all the inhabitants, 
without exception, or limitation. They accord
ingly went forth in obedience to the command, 
and the power of God evidently wrought with 
tl1em. Many attempts of the fame 'kind have 

been 
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been made fince their day, and which have been 
attended with various fuccefs; but the work has 
not been taken up~ or profecuted of late years 
(except by a few individuals) with that zeal and 
perfeverance with which the primitive Chriftians 
went about it. It feerm as if many thought the 
commiffion was fufficiently put in execution by 
what the apollles and others have done; that we 
have enough to do to attend to the falvation of 
our own countrymen; and that, if God intends 
the falvation of the heathen, he will fome way or 
other bring them to the gofpel, or the gofpel to 
them. IUs thus that multitudes fit at eafe, and 
give t.hemfelves no concern about the far greater 
part of their fellow-finners, who to this day, 
are loft in ignorance and idolatry. There feems 
alfo to be an opinion exifiing in the minds of 
fome, that becaufe the apofi:les were extraordinary 
officers and have no proper fucceffors, and be-
caufe many things wbich were right for them to 
do would be utterly unwarrantable for us, there
fore it may not be immediately binding on us to 
execute the commiffion, though it was fo upon 
them. To the confideration of fuch pel'fons I 
would offer the following obfervations. 

FnST, If the command of Chrift to teach all 
nations be refi:rided to the apoftles, or thofe 'ijoder 
the iinmedi~te infpiration of the Holy Ghoft, then 

that 
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Lhat of baptizing fhould be fo too; and every 
denomination of Chriftians, except the Quakers) 
do wrcmg in baptizing with water at all. 

SECONDLY, If the command of Chrift to teach 
all nations be confined to the apoftles, then all 
fuch ordinary minifters who have endeavoured to 
carry the gofpel to the heathens, have aeled with
out a warrant, and run before they were fent. 
Yea, and -though God has promifed the moo 
glorious things to the heathen world by .fending 
his gofpel to them, yet whoever goes firft, or in
deed at all, with that meffage, unlefs h~ have a 
new an~ fpecial commiffion from heaven, muft 
go without any authority for fo doing. 

THzrtoLY, If the command of ChrHl: to teach 
all nations extend only to the apoftles, then, 
doubtlefs, ·the promife of the divine prefence in 
this work muft be fo limited; but this is worded 
in fuch a manner as exprefsly precludes fuch an 
idea. Lo, I am with you always, to the end of the 
\t)Orld. 

That there are cafes in which even a divine 
command may ceafe to be binding is admitted.
As for inftance, if it be repealed, as the ceremonial 
commandments of the jewHh law ; ol' if there be 
no Jubjetls in th.e world for the commanded aa to 

be 
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be exercifed upon, as ih the law of feptenni~l re
leafe, which might be difpenfed with wh.::n there 
lhould be no poor in the land to have their debts 

forgiven. Deut. xv. 4· or if, in any p•ut1cubr 
infl:ance, we can produce a couht,•r-revelation, of 

equal authority with the original command, as 

when Paul and Silas were forbidden of the Holy 
Ghoft to prea(;h the word in Bythinia. Acts xvi. 
6. 7· or if, in any cafe, there be a natural impoffi
iility of putting it in execution. It was not the 
duty of Paul to preach Chrift to the inhabitants 
of Otaheite, becaufe no fuch place was then dif
covered, nor had he any means of coming at 
them. But none of thefe things can be alledged 
by us in behalf of the negleCt of the commiffion 
given by Chrift. We cannot fay that it is re
pealed, like the commands of the ceremonial law; 
nor can we plead that there are no objects for the 
command to be exercifed upon. Alas! the far 
greater part of the world, as we {hall fee prefently, 
are flill covered with heathen darlmefs! Nor can 
we produce a counter-revelation, concerning any 
particular nation, like that to Paul and ~ilas, cou
cerning Bythinia; and, if we could, it would not 
warrant our fitting flill and negletting all the 
other parts of the world; for Paul and Silas, when 
forbidden to preach to thofe heathens, went elfe
where, and preached to others. Neither .can we 

alledge a natural impoilibility in the :eafe. lt bas 
been 



( tt ) 

bt:en faid that we ought not to fotce our way, but 
to w:>.it for the openings, and leadings of Pro· 
vidence; but it might with equal propriety be 
anfwered in this cafe, neither ought we to neglect 
embracing thofe openings in prov1dence which 
daily prefent themfeives to us. What openings 
of providence do we wait for? 'We can neither 
expect to be tranfported ,into the heathen world 
without ordinary means, nor to be endowed with 
the gift of tongues, &c. when we arrive there. 
Thefe would n~t be providential interpofitions, 
but miracul&Us ones. Where a command e~i.Ils 
ndthing can be necetfary to render it binding 
but a temoval of thofe obfiacles which render_ 
obedience itnpoffible, and thefe are removed 
already. Natural impoffibility can never be 
pleaded fo long as facts exifr to prove the conttary. 
Have not the popifh miffionaties furmounted all 
thofe difficulties which we l·ave generally thought 
to be infuperable? Have not the mlifionarie& of 
the Unitas Fratrum, or Moravian Brethren, en
countered the fcorching heat of Abyffinia, and 
the frozen climes of Greenland, and Labrador, 
their d.itlicult languages. and favage manner.:> ? 
O.r have not Engliih traders, for the fake of gail't, 
!unnoumed all thofe things which have generally 
been counted infurmountable obftacles in the 
way of preaching the gofpel? Witnefs the trade 
to Perfia. the Eaft-Indies, China, and Greenland, 

c vo 
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yea even the accurfed Slave-Trade on the coafis 
of Africa. Men cau infinuate themfelves into 
the favour of the moft barbarous·clans, and un
cultivated tribes, for the fake of gain; and how 
different foever the circumfiances oftrading and 
preaching are, yet this will prove the pofiibility 

. of minifiers being introduced there; and if thii 
is but thought a fufficient reafon to make the 

experiment, my point is gained. 

It has been faid that fome learned divines 
llave proved from Scripture that the time is not 
yet come that the heathen {bould be converted ; 
and that firfi the witn_e./Jes mutt he }lain, and many 
ether prophecies fulfilled. But admitting this to 
be the cafe (which I much doubt*) yet if any 
()bjecHon is made from this againfi preaching to 
them immediately, it mufi -be founded on one of 
thefe things; ~ither th<tt the fecret purpofe of 
God is the rule of our duty, and thenit mufi be 
as bad to pray for them, as to prea.ch tn them; 
or elfe that rione fuall be converted in the hea
then world till the univerfal down -pouring of the 
Spirit in the lafi days. But this objeClion comes 
too late; for the fuccef§ of the gofpel has been 

very confiderable .in many places already. 

* See Edwards on Prayer, on this fubjeCl, lately re-printed 
by Mr, Sutclifie. 

It. 
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It has been objeCled that there are multitudes 

in our own nation, and within our immediate 
fpheres of aClion, who are as ignorant as the 
South-Sea favages, and that therefore we have 
work enough at home, without going into othet: 
countries. That there are thoufands. in our owtt. 
land as far from God as poffible, I readily grant, 
and tbat this ought to excite us to ten-fold dili
gence in our work, and in attempts to fpread 
divine knowledge amongfr them is a certain faCl; 
but that it ought to fupercede all attempts to 
fpread the gofpel in fote1gn parts feems to want 
proof. Our own countrymen have the means of 
grace, and may attend on the word preached if 
they dmfe it. They have the means of knowing 
the truth, and faithful minifiers are placed in 
almoft every part of the land, V\ohofe fpheres of 
aClion might be much .extended if their congre
gations were but more hearty and aClive in the 
caufe: but with them the cafe is widely different, 
who have no Bible, no written language, (which 
many of them have not ) no minifters, no good 
civil go~ernment, nor any of thofe advantages 
which we have. Pity therefore, humanity, and 
much more Chrifiianity, call loudly for every 
poffible exertion to introduce the gofpel amonga 
them. 

C. z SECT. 
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SECT. II. 

CDtttairllng ~ JAort Review of former Undirtakings for 

the Converfion of the Heathen. 

BEFORE the coming of our Lord J efus Chrifi 
. the whole world were eJther heathens, or 

jews; and both, as to the body of them were 
enemies to the gofpel. After the refurrecftion the 
dilciples continued in Jerufale<u till Pentecofl:. 
Being daily engaged in prayer and fupplicatign, 
and having chofe.n Matthias, to fupply the place 
of Judas iu the ~pofiolic office, on that folemn 
day, when they were all affembled together. a 
moft Temarkable dfufion of the Holy Spirit took 
place, and a capacity of fpeaking in ~U foreign 
languag~s was befiowed ~pan them. This oppor
tuni.ty was embraced by Peter for preaching the 
gofpel to a great congregation of jews and pro
felytes, who were from Parthia, Media, Elam, 
Mefopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, ~he proconfnlar 
Afia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, Lybia, Crete, 
A.rabla • .Rome. &c. and at the fidl e-ffort God 
wrought fo powerfully that three tl1oufand were 
converted, who immediately after were baptized, 
and added to the church. Before this great 

addition 
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addition they confifted of but about an hundred 
and twenty peifons, but from that time they con
tinually increafed. It was but a little after this 
that Peter anQ. 1 ohn, going up to the temple, 
healed the lame man ; this miracle drew a great 
multitude together, and Peter took occafion while 
they flood wondering at the event, to preach 
1 efus Chrjft to them. The confequence was that 
five thoufand more believed. 

This was not done without oppofition; the 
p;riefi:s and fadducees tried all the methods .they 
could jnvent to prevent them from preaching the 
gofpel. The apofi:ies, however, aH'erted their 
divine warrant, and as foon as they were fet at 
liberty addreffed God, and prayed that a divine 
power might attend their labours, which petition 
was heard, and their future minifhy was very 
fuccebful. On account of their neceffities who 
were engaged in this good work, thofe amongll: 
tbein who had po{feffions, or goods, fold them, 
and devoted the money to pious ufes. 

About this . time a man and his wife out of 
great pretenfions .to piety, fold an efi:ate, and 
brought part of the money to the apofiles, pre
tending it to be the whole,; for which dilijmula
tion both he and his wife, were ftruck dead by 
the hand of God. This awful cataftrophe how-

ever 
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ever was the occafion of many more men and 
women being added to the church The miracles 
wrought by the apofiles, and the fuccefs attend
ing their minift ry, fiirred up greater envy in the 
priefts and fadducees. who imprifoned them ; 
from which confinement they were foon liberated 
by an angel; upon which they went immediately 
as they were ><:ommanded and preached in the 
temple : here they were feized, and brought be
fore the council, where Gamaliel fpake in their 
favour, and they were difmHfed After this they 
continued to profecute their work, rejoicing that 
they were counted worthy to fuffer fhame for the 
name of Chrill. 

By this time the church at Jerufalem was fo 
increafed that the multiplicit} of its temporal con
cerns was the occafion of fome negleCts, which 
produced a diffatisfadion. The apoftles, there
fore, recommended to the church to chufe feven 
pious men, whofe office it fhould be to attend 
upon its temporal aHairs ; that they might give 
the11!folves to pra)er, and the minzflry of the word. 
Seven were accord:ngtv chofea, over whom the 
apofiles prayed, and ordained them to the office 
of Deatons by impofition of hands: and th~fe 
things Leing fettled the church increated more 
and more. One of tbefe Deacons, wbofe name 
was .&tephen, being a perfon of eminent know-

ledge 
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ledge and holinefs, wrought many miracles, and 
difputed with great evidence and ene~gy for the 
truth of Chriftianity, which ralfed him up a 
number of opponents. Thefe foon procured his 
death, and carried their refentment fo far as to 
flir up fuch a perfecution that tbe church, whiclt 
till now had been confined to Jen.falem, was dif
perfed, and all the preachers except the apofiles 
were driven thence, and went every where 
preachmg the word. 

A young man whofe name was Saul, was very 
a&ive in this perfecution; he had been educated 
under Gamaliel, a member of the Sanhedrim, 
was a perfon of promifing genius, by profeffion a 
Pharifee, and much attached tn the jewiih cere
monies. When Stephen was ftonP.d he appeared 
much pleafed with it, and had the cuftody of 
the clothes of his executioners; and from that 
time was fired w1th fuch a fp1rit of perfccution 
himfelf, that he went about dr4gg•ng fome to 
prifon, and compelling others to blafpbeme the 
name of the Lord Jefus. Neither was he con
tented with exercifing his rage at J erufalem, but 
went to the chief priefts and obtained teftimonialli 

of authority to carry on the fame work at Damaf
cus. But on his way, a'S he was almoft ready to 
epter into the city, the Lord changed his heart in 

a very wonderful manner; fo that inftead of en-
tering 
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tering the town to perfecute1 he began td preach 
the gofpel as foon as be was able. This ptefently 

bTought upon him the fame perfecution which he 
had defigned to e1tercite upon others~ and ~ven 
endangered his life, fo that the brethren found it 
neceffary to let him down the city wall in a 
bafket by night; and fo he efcaped the bauds of 
his enemies. Fi"om thence he went to Jerufalem 
where he preached the word,.but being perfecuted 
there, he went to Cefarea, and from thence to 
Tarfus. 

In the time of this trouble in the churth1 

Philip went and preached at Samatia with great 
fuct;e[s, nay fo great was the work that an im
poftor, who had deceived the peop·e with Jeger· 
demain tricks for a long time. was fo amazed, and 
even convinced, as to profefs himfelf a ChriRian, 

and was baptized; but was afterwa1·ds deteCl.ed, 
and appeared to be an hypocrite. Befides him a 
great number believed in reality, and be'ing bap· 
tized a church was formed there. Soon after this 
the .Lord commanded Philip to go the way which 
led from J erufaiem to Gata, wh1ch he did, and 
there found an eunuch of great authority in the 
court of Ethiopia, to whom he preached Chrift1 

who believed, and waio baptized; after which 
Philip preached at Alhdod, OI Azotus. 

About 
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About the fame time Peter went to Lydda, or 
Diofpolis, and cured Eneas of a palfy, which was 
a mean of the converf.,ph not only of the inha· 
bitants of that town, bnt alfo of the neighbouring 
country, called Saron, the capital of wh1ch was 
Lafharon; an<! while he was there, a circumilance 
turned up which tended much to the fpread of 
the truth. A woman of J <,>ppa, a fea-port to~n 
in the 'neighbourhood, dying, they fent to lydda 
for Peter, who went over, and w~en he had 
prayed fhe was raifed to life again; which was an 
occafion of the converfion of many in that town. 
Peter continued there preaching for fome time. 
and lodged at the houfe of a tanner. 

Now another circumfiance alfo tended to the 
further propagation of Chnftianity, for a Roman 
JUilitary officer who had {orne acquaintance with 
.the Old Teftament Scriptures, but was not cir
cumcifed; was one day enga,ed in prayer in his 
houfe at Cefarea, when an angel appeared to him, 
and bid him fend for Peter from joppa to preach 
in his houfe. Before this the work of God had 
been ''holly confined to the jews, and.jew1fh pro
felytcs,· and even the apofiles appeared to have 
had very contracted ideas of the C'!-nitian dif
penfation; but now God by a vifion diicovcred 
to Peter that Chrifiianity was to be fpread 1nto · 
all nations. He accordiugly weot and preached 

I> a\ 
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at the houfe of Cornelius, at Cefan~a. when feveral 

were converted, and baptized, and the foundation 

-of a church laid in that city. 

Some of the difperfed miuifiers having tied tc. 
Antioch in Syria, began to preach to the greeh 
in that city about the fame time, and had good 

fucccfs; upon \vhich the apofiles fent Paul and 

Barnabas, who infhuc..'l.ed and firengthened them, 
<ind a church v.-as formed in that city alfo, 
which in a liltle time fent out feveral eminmt 
preachers. 

In the A8.s of the apoftles we have an account 
uf four of the principal journies which Paul, and 

his companions undertook The firfi; in which 
l1e was accompanied by Barnabas, is recorded in 

the xiii. and xiv. chapters, and Wall the firft attack 

on the heathen world. It was a journey into the 

leffer Afia. In theit way they paffed over the 
inand of Cyprus. No fooner had they entered 
on their undertaking, than they met with great 

difficulty; for Mark, whom they had taken as 

their minifler, deferted them, and Teturned to 
J erufalem, where, it feems, he thought he fhould 
enjoy the greatefl: quiet, Paul and Bar11abas how
c::ver went forw;nd; in every city they preached 
the word of the Lord, entering into the jewifh 

fymgogues and firR preaching Cluift to them, 
and 
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.and then to the gentiles. They were heard with 
great candoui and eagernefs by fome, and rejeeled 
by others with obftinacy and wrath, and cruel 
perfecution.. One while they had enough to do 
to refirain the people from worlhipping them as 
gods, and foon after, Paul was ftoned, dragged 
out of the city, and left for dead. Having pene
trated as far as Derbe, they thought proper to 
return by the way that they ~a me, calling at every 
city where they had fawn the good feed, and 
finding in mofr, if not all thefe places, fame 
who had embraced the gofpel, they exhorted and 
ftrengthened them in the faith, fo1·med them into 
a church fiate, and ordained 'them elders, fafied 
and prayed with them; and fo having com
mended them to the Lord an whom they had 
believed, returned to Antioch in Syria, from 
whence they firft fet out, and rehearfed to the 
church all that God had done with them, and 
how he had opened the door of faith to the 
gentiles. 

About this time a difpute arifing in the 
churches concerning circumcifion, Paul and Bar
nabas were deputed to go up to J erufalem, to 
confult the apofiles and elders on the fubjeel. 
This bufinefs being adjufied, they, accompanied 
with Judas and Silas, returned to Antioch with 
the general refolution, and continued there for a 

D 2 kafm~, 
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feafon, teaching and preaching the ;vord of the 

Lord. 

Paul now propofed to Barnabas, his fellow
labourer, that they might vifit their brethren in 
the places where they had been already, and fee 
how they did. To this Barnabas readily acceded, 
but a cifference arifing between them about 
taking John Mari with them, who had deferted 
them before, thefe two eminent fervants of God 
were parted afundcr, and never appear to have 
travelled together any more. They continued 
however each to ferve in the caufe of Chrifi, 
though they could not walk together. Barnabas 
took John, and failed to Cyprus, his native 
ifland, and Paul took Silas, and went through 
:iyria and Cilicia, to Derbe and Lyfl:ra, cities 
where he and Barnabas had preached in their 
iirfl: excurfiou. 

Here they found Timothy, a promifing young 
man, whom they encouraged to engage in the 
miniftry 

Paul being now at Lyftra, which was the 
boundary of hi& firft excurfion,. and having vifited 
the churches already planted, and delivered to 
them the decrees of the apofiles an,d elders relat
ing to circumcifion, feems to have felt his heart 

enlarged~. 
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enlatged, and affayed to carry on the glorious 
work of preaching the gofpel to the heathen to a 
greater extent. With Silas and Timotheus he 
in his fecond journey :If took a weftern direction, 
paffing throughPhrygia, and the region of Galatia. 
Having preached the word in thefe parts with 
confiderable fuccefs, t he and his companions 
wifiled to have gone into ~he proconfular Mia, 
and afterwards affayed to go into Bythinia; but 
being forbidden of the Holy Ghoft, who feems to 
have had a fpecial defign of employing them elfe
where ; paffing by M yfia they came down to Troas 
on the fea-coafi. Here a vifion appeared to Paul, 
in which he was invited to go over to Macedonia. 
Obedient to the heavenly vifion, and greatly en
couraged by it, they with all fpeed croffed the 
Egean Sea, and palling through the ifland of 
Samothracia, landed at Neapolis, and went from 
thence to Philippi, the chief city of that' part of 
Macedonia. It was here that Paul preached on 
a Sabbath qay to a few women by a river fide, 
and Lydia, a woman of Thyatira, was converted 
and baptized, and her houfhold with her. It 
was here that a poor girl, who brought her em
ploy~rs confiderable profit by foretelling futw:e 

* The ae<:QW\t of this fccond journey into the heathen wotl~ 
hegi~ at Acts xv, 4~ and ends chap. :x.viii. z.z, 

t See 4;11, ;viii, 2 3• and Gal. i, z, 



( :14 ) 

events. followed the apoftles, had her !pirit of 
divination ejeCted, on which account her mafters 
were roue~ irritated, and raifed a tumult, the 
effeCt of which was, that Paul and Silas were im
prifoned. Bnt even this was over-ruled for the 
fuccefs of the gofpel, in that the keeper of the 
prifon, and all his houfe, were thereby brought 
to believe in the Lord Jefu!i Chrift, and were 
baptized. 

From Philippi they paffed thorough Amphi
polis, Apollonia, Theffalonica, (now Salonichi,) 
Berea, Athens, and Corinth, preaching the gofpel 
wherever they went. From hence Paul took 
fhip aad failed to Syria, only giving a fhort call 
at Ephefus, determining to be at Jerufalem at 
the feaft of the paffover; and having faluted the 
church, be came to Cefarea, and from thence to 
Antioch. 

Here ended Paul's fecond journey, which was 
very extenfive, and took up fome years of his 
time. He and his companions met with their 
difficulties in it, but had likewife their encourage
ments. They were perfecuted at Philippi, as 
already noticed, and generally found the Jews to 
be their moft inveterate enemies. Thefe would 
raife tumults, inflame the minds of the gentiles 
agamft them, and follow them from place to 

place, 
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place, doing them all the mifchief in their power. 
This was the cafe efpecially atTheffalonica, Berea, 
and Corinth. But amidfi all their perfecutions 
God was with them, and firengthened them in 
various ways. At Bet ea they were candidly re
ceived, and their dochine tairly tried by the 
Holy Scriptures; and therefore, it is faid, many of 
them believed. At other places, though they affected 
to defpife the apofile, yet fome clave unto him. 
At Corinth oppofition rofe to a great height; but 
the Lord appeared to his fervant in a vifion, fay
ing, Be not afraid, but [peak. and hold not thy peaa, 
for I am with thee, and no man flail fit on thee to hurt 
thee; for I have much people in this city. And the 
promife was abundantly made good in the fpirit 
difcovered by Gallio, the proconful, who turned 
a deaf ear to the accufations of the jew&, and 
nobly declined interfering in matters b'!fide his 
province. Upon the whole a number of churches 
were planted during this journey, which for ages 
after UJOne as lights in the world. 

When Paul had Yifit ·d Antioch, and fpent 
fome time there, he prepared for a third journey 
into heathen countries, the account of which 
begins Acts xviii. 23. and ends chap. xxi. I 7· At 
his firfi fetting out he went over the whole country 
of Galatia and Phrygia in order, ftrengthening aU 
the difciples; and palling through the upper coafts 

came 
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eame to Ephefus. There for the fpace of tlJrel'! 
months, he boldly preached in the jewHh fyna
gogue, difputing, and perfuading the thingS' con
cerning ·the kingdom of God. But when the 
hardened jews had op«nly Teje&ed the gofpel, and 
fpake evil of that way before the multttude, P<tul 
openly feparated the difciples from t·hem, and 
affembled in the fchooi of one Tyran,lus. This, 

it is faid, continued for the fpace of two years. 
Jo that all" they who dwelt in the proconfular Afia 
heard the word of the Lord Jejus; buth je1JJs and greeks. 
Certain magidans, about this time were· e"-pofed, 
and others converted~ who burnt their books, and 
confeffed their deeds. So mightily gr.ew the word 
of the Lord, and pt"evailed. 

After this an uproat being raifed by Demetrius. 
the filverfmith, Paul went into Matedonicl, vifited 
the churches planted in his former journey, and 
from thence paffed into Greect. Having preached 
up and down fer three months, he thought of 
failing from thence direCtly to Syria; but in 
order. to avoid the jews, who laid wait for him 

near the fea ·coafl:, he took anothet: courie through 
Macedonia:, and from ·thenc-e·· to Troas, by the 
,,~ay o~ Philippi. There is no mention made in 

his former journey of his having· preached at 
Troas; yet it feems he did, and it church· Wa5 
gathered,. with whom· t:tie apoiUe at ~his time 

united 
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united in breaking of bread. lt,was here that he 
preached all night, and raifed Eutychus, who 
being overcome with fleep, had fallen down, and 
was taken up dead. From hence they fet fail for 
Syria, and in their way called at Mileius, wher.r 
Paul fent for the elders of the church of Ephefut, 
and deli-.ered that moft folemn and affettionate 
farewell, recorded in the 2 ot.h chapter of the Ads 
of the Apoftles. From hence they failed for 
Tyre. where they tarried feven days, and frotlil 
thence proceeded to 1 erufalem. 

Paul's fourth and lail: journey (or rather voy
age) was to Rome, where he went in the characfter 
of a prifone-r. For being at Jerufalem he was 
quickly apprehended by the jews; but bein~ 
refcwed by Lyfias, the chief captain, he was fent 
to Cefarea to take his trial. Here he made his 
defence before Felix and Drufilla, in fuch fort 
that the judge, inftead of the prifoner, was made 
to tremble. Here alfo he made his defence 
before Feftus, Agrippa, and Bernice, with fuch 
force of evidence that Agrippa was almoft per
!uaded to be a Chriftian. But the tnalic~ of the 
jews being infatiable, and Paul finding himfelf in 
danger of being delivered into their hands, was 
conft1·ained to appeal unto Crefar. This was the 
occafio~ of his being fent to Rome, where he 
~rrived after C\ long and dangeroua voyage, and 

F. being 



being fhipwrecked on the ifland of Melita, where 
he wrought miracles, and Publius, the governor. 
was converted. 

When he arrived at Rome he addreffed his 
countrymen the jews, fome of whom believed; 
but when others rejec'led the gofpel, he turned 
from them to the gentiles. and for two whole 
years dwelt in his own hired houfe preaching the 
kingdom of God, and teaching thofe things which 
concern the Lord J efus Chrifl:, with aU confidence, 
flO man forbidding him. 

Thus far the hifiory of the ACls of the ApolUes 
informs us of the fuccefs of the word in the 
primitive times; and hifl-Ciry informs us of its 
being preached about tillS time, m many other 
places. Peter fpeaks of a church at Babylon; 
Paul propofed a journey to Spain, and it is gene
Tilly believed he went there, and iikewife c.ame 
to France and Britain. Andtew preached to the 
Scythians, north of the Black Sea. John is faid 
to have preac•:ed in India, and we know that he 
was at the lfle of Patmos, in the Archipelago. 
Philip is reported to have preached in upper Afia, 
Scythia, and Phrygia; Bartholomew in India, on 
this fide the Ganges, Phrygia, and Armenia; 
Matthew in Arabia, or Afiar1c Ethiopia, and 
Parthia ; Thomas in India, as far as the coaft of 

Coromandel1 
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Coromandel, and fome fay in the ifland of Cey
lon ; Simon, the Canaanite, in Egypt, Cyrene. 
Mauritania, Lybia, and other parts of Africa. and 
from thence to have come to Britain; and Jude 
is faid to have been principally engaged in the 
lelfer Afia, and Greece. Their labour,:; were 
evidently very extenfive, and very fuccefsful; fo 
that Pliny, the younger, who lived foon after the 
death of the apofiles, in a letter to the emperor, 
Trajan, obferved that Chrifiianity had fpread, not 
only through towns and cihes, but alfo through 
whole countries Indeed before this, in the time 
of Nero, it was fo prevalent that it was thought 
neceffary to oppofe it by an Imperial EdiCt, and 
accordingly the proconfuls, and other governors, 
were commiffioued to defiroy it. 

J ufiin Martyr, who lived about the middle of 
the fecond century, in his dialogue with Trypho, 
obferved that there was no part of mankind, whe
ther greeks Ol' barbarians, or any others, by what 
name foever they were called. whether the Sarma ... 
tians, or the Nomades, who had no houfes, 
or the Scenites of Arabia Petrea, who lived in 
tents among their cattle, where fupplications and 
thankfgivings are not offered up to the Father, and 
maker of all things, through the name of J efus 
Chrift. lrenceus, who lived about the year 170, 
fpeaks of churches that were founded in Germany, 
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Spain, France, the eafteru countries, Egypt, Ly
bia, and the middle of the world Tertullian, 
who lived and wrote at Carthage in Africa, about 
tl.\'enty years afterwards, enumerating the coun
tries where Cbrifiianity had penetrated, makes 
~ntion of the Parthians, Medes, Elamites, Mefo
potamians, Armenians, Phryg1ans, Cappadocians, 
the inhabitams of Pontus, Afia, Pamphylia, 
Egypt, and the regions of Africa beyond Cyrene, 
the Romans, and Jews, formerly of Jerufalem, 
many of the Getuli, many borders Of the Mauri, 
or Moors, in Mauritania; now Barbary, Morocco, 
&c. all the borders of Spain, many nations of the 
Gauls, and tbe places in Britain which were in
accoffible to the Romans; the Dacians, Sarma
tians, Germans, Scythians, and the iRhabitants 
of many hidden nations and provinces, and of 
many iflands unknow_n to him, and which he 
could not enumerate. The labours of the mini
frets of the gofpel, in this early period, were fo 
remarkably bleffed of God, that the !aft-mentioned 
writer obferved, in a letter to Scapula, that if he 
began a perfecution the city of Carthage itfelf 
muft be decimated thereby. Yea, and fo abundant 
were they in the three firfr centuries, that ten 
years confiant and almofl: univerfal perfecution 
under Dioclefian, could neither root out the 
Chrifiians, nor prejudice their caufe. 

After 
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After this they had great encouragement under 
feveral emperors, particularly Conftantine and 
Theodofius, and a very great work of God was 
carried on; but the eafe and affluence which in 
thefe times attended the church, ferved to intra
traduce a flood of corruption, which by degrees 
brought on. the whole fyftem of popery. by means 
of which all appeared to be loll again; and Satan 
fet up his kingdom of darknefs, deceit, and lm
Inan authority over confcience, through all the 
Chriftian world. 

In the time of Conftantine, one Frumentius 
\vas fent to preach to the Indians, and met with 
great fuccefs. A voung woman who was a Chrif
tian, being taken captive by the Iberians, or 
Georgians, near the Cafpi:m Sea, informed them 
of the truths of Chriftianity, and was fo much re
garded that they fent to Conftantme for minifiers 
to come and preach the word to them. About 
tl~e fame time fome barbarous nations having 
made irruptions into Thrace, carried away feveral 
CbrHlians captive, who preached the gofpel; by 
which means the inhabitants upon the Rhine, 
and the Danube, the Celtre, and fame other parts 
of Gaul, were brought to embrace Chrifiianity. 
About this time alfo James of Nifbia, went into 
Perfia to ftrengthen the Chnfiians, and preach to 
the heathens; and his fuccefs was fo great that 
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Adiabene was a1mofl: entirely Chriftian. About 
the year 3 7 2, one Mofes, a Monk, went to preach 
to the Saracens, who then lived in Arabia, where 
he had great fuccefs; and at this time the Goths, 
and other northern nations, had the kingdom of 
Chrift further extended amongft them, but which 
was very foon corrupted with Arianifm. 

Soon after this the kingdom of Chrift was 

further extended among the Scythian Nomades, 
Lcyond the Danube, and about the year 430, a 
people called the Burgundians, received the gof

pel. Four years after that Palladius was fent to 

preach in Scotland, and the next year Patrick was 

fent from Scotland to preach to the Irifh., who 
before lus time were totally uncivilized, and, 

fome fay, cannibals; he however, was ufeful, 
and laid the foundations of feveral churches in 

Ireland. PrefenHy after this, truth fpread further 

among the Saracens, aud in 52 2, Zatbm, king of 
the Colchians encouraged it, and many of that 
nation were converted to Chrifl:iamty. About 

this time alfo the w01k was extended in Ireland, 
by Finian, and in Scotland by Confl:antine and 

Columba; the latter of whom preached alfo to 

the Picls, and Brudceus, their king, with feveral 

others, were converted. About 541, Adad, the 

king of Ethiopia, was converted by the preaching 

of Manfionarius; the Heruh beyoud the Danube, 
we:;:e 
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were now made obedient to the faith, and the 
Abafgi, near the Caucafian Mountains. 

But now popery, efpecially the compulfive part 
of it, was rifen to fnch an height, that the ufual 
method of propagating the gofpel, or rather what 
was fo called, was to conquer pagan nations by 
force of arms, and then oblige them to fubmit to 
Chrifl:ianity, after which bifhopricks were ere&ed, 
and pedons then fent to infiruCl the people. I 
{hall juft mention fome of thofe who are faid to 
have laboured thus. 

In 596, Aufiin, the monk, Melitus, Jufius, 
Paulinus, and Ruffiman, laboured in England, 
and in their way were very fuccefsful. Paulinus, 
who appears to have been one of the heft of them, 
had great fucceis in Northumberland; Birinnius 
preached to the Weft Saxons, and Felix to the 
Eaft Angles. In sBg, Amandus Gallus laboured 
in Ghent, Chelenus in Artois, and Gallus and 
Columbanus in Suabia. In 648, .Egidius Gallus 
in Flanders, and the two E.valdi, in Weftphalia. 
In ti84, WiHif1ed, in the l(le of Wight. In 688, 
Chilianus, in upper Franconia. In 6g8, Boni
face, or Winifred, among the Thuringians, near 
Erford, in Saxony, and Willibroad in Wefi-Friei
land Charlemagne conqnered Hungary in the

year 8oo, and obliged the inhabitants to profefs 
Chrifiianity 7 
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Chrifi:ianity, when Modeftus likewife preached to 
the Venedi, at the fource of the Save and Drave, 
In 83;s, Anfgarius preached in Denmark, Gaudi~ 
bert in Sweden, and about 861, Methodius and 
Cyril, in Bohemia. 

About the year soo, the Scythians over~run Bul~ 
garia, and Chriflianity was extirpated; but about 
870 they were re-converted. Poland began to 
be brought over about the fame time, and after
wards, about g6o or ggo, the wmk was further 
extended amongfi the Poles and Pruffians. The 
work \vas begun i1'1 Norway in 96o, and in Muf-· 
covy in g8g, th-: Swedes propagated Chrifiianity 
in Finland, in 1 1 68, Lttbuania became Chrifiian 
in 1 386, and Samogitia in q 3 g. The Spaniards 
forced popery upon the inhabitants of South
America, and the Portugude in Afia. The 
J efuits were fent into China in 155 2. Xavier, 
whom they call the apoftle of the Indians, la
boured in the Eafi-Indies and Japan, from I 54 r 
to 1 55 2, and feveral millions of Capauchins 
were fent to Africa in the feventeenth century. 
But blind zeal, grof$ fuperftition, and infamous 
cruelties, fo marked !he appearances of religion 
all this time, that the profeffors of Chriftiat~ity 
needed convedion, as much as the heathen 
wodd. 

A few 
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A few pious people had fled from the general 
corruption, and lived obfcurely in the vallies of 
Piedmont and Savoy, who were like the feed of 
the church. Some of them were now and then 
neceHitated to travel. into other parts, where they 
faithfully tefiified againft the corruptions of the 
times. About r 369. Wickliffe began to preach. 
the faith in England, an~ his preaching and 
writings were the me:tns of the converfion of 
great numbers, many of whom became excellent 
preachers; and a work was begun which after
wards fpread in England, Hungary, Bohemia1 

Germany, Switzerland, and many other piaces. 
John Hufs and Jerom of Prague, preached boldly 
~nd fuccefsfully in Bohemia, and the adjacent 
parts. In the following century Luther, Calvin~ 
MelanCl:on, Bucer, Martyr, and many others, 
ft.ood up againfi all the refi of the world; they 
preached, aud prayed, and wrote; and nations 
agreed one after another to cafi off the yoke of 
porery, and to embrace the doCl:rine of the 

gofpe1. 

In England, epifcopal tyranny fucceeded to 
popifh cruelty, which, in the year I 62o, oi:.liged 
many pious people to leave their native land 
and fettle in America; thefe were followed by 
others in I 62 g, who laid the foundations of 
!everal gofpel churche~, \Vhich have increafed 
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atnazingly fince that time, and the Redeemer baf; 
fixed his throne in that country, where but a 
little time ago, Satan had univerfal dominion. 

ln t 632, Mr. Elliot, of New-England, a very 
pious and zealous minifier, began to preach to 
the Indians, among whom he had great fuccefs; 
ft:veral churches of Indians were planted, and fome 
preachers and fchool-mafters raifed up amongR: 
them; fince which time others have laboured 
amongft them with fome good encouragement. 
About the year I 743, Mr. David Brainerd was 
fent a miffionary to fome more Indians, where 
he preached. and prayed, and after fome time an 
extraordinary work of converfion was wrought, 
and wonderful fuccefs attended his miniftry. 
And at this prefent ti1ne, Mr. Kirkland and Mr. 
Sergeant are employed in the fame good work, 
aud God has confiderably-bleffed their labours. 

In I 7o6, the king of Denmark fent a Mr. 
Ziegenbalg, and fome others, to Tranquebar, on 
the Coromandel coaft in the Eait-lndies, who 
wexe ufeful to the natives, fo that many of the 
heathens were turned to the Lord . The Dutch 
Eafi-India Company likewife having extended 
their commerce, built the city of BataviJ, and a 
c:hurch was opened there; and the Lord's Supper 
\Vas admiuiftered for the filft time, on the 3d of 

January, 
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January, I 62 I, by their minifter James HuizJbos; 
from hence fome minifters were fent toAmboyna, 
who were very fuccefsful. A feminary of learning 
was ereded at Leyden, in which minifters and 
affiftants were educated, under the renowned 
W"lteus, and fame years a great number were feat 
to the Eaft, at the Company's expence, fo that in 
a little time 111anythoufand~ at formofa, Malabar, 
Ternate, Jaffanapatnam, in the town of Columba. 
atAmboyna, Java, Banda, Macaffar, and Malabar, 
embraced the religion of our Lord J efus Chrift. 
The work has d·ecayed in fame places, but they 
now have churches in Ceylon, Sumatra, Java, 
Amboyna, and fome other of the fpice iflands, 
and at the Cape of Good Hop<; in Africa. 

But none of the moderns have equalled the 
Moravian Brethren in this good work; they have 
fent millions to Greenland, Labrador, and feveral 
of the Weft-Indian lflands, which ha~e been 
bl~ffed for good. They have like:wife fent to 
Abyffinia, in Africa, but what fuccefs they have 
bad I cannot tell. 

The late Mr. Wefley lately made an effort in 
the Weft-Indies, and fome of their minifiers are 
now labouring amongft the Caribbs and Negroes, 
and I have feen pleafing accounts of their 
{uccefs .• 

SECT~. 
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SECT. III. 

Containing a Survey o..f the prifent State of thr> 

f1'orld. 

IN this furvey I £hall confider the world as 
divided, according to its ufual divifion, into 

four parts, .EUROPE, ASIA, AFRICA, and 
AMERICA, and take notice of the extent of the 
feveral countries, their population, civilization, 
and religion. 'Ihe article of religion l ihall 
divide into Chriftian~ Jewiih, Mahametan, and 
Pagan; and fhall now and then hint at the parti
cular feel of them that prevails in the places 
Ylhich I fhall defcribe. The following Tables 
will exhibit a more comprehenfive view of what 
I propofe, than any thing I can offer .on tile 
fubje&. 

EUROPE 



Countries. 

Great-Britain . • . 
Ireland . . . ' . . 
France . . . • . 
Spain . . • . • . 
Portugal . . . . . 
Sw.&oEN,includingSweden 

proper, Gothland, Sho-
nen, Lapland, Both-
nia, and Finland ~ . 

JOe of Gothland . . 
- Oefel . • . . 
- Oeland . . . 
-Dago . • . . 

( 39 ) 

EUROPE. 
EXTENT. Number of 

Length. I Breadth. 
Mile1. Miles. Inhabitants. 

b~o 300 I 2,ooo,ooo 
285 x6o 2,000,000 
6oo soo 24,ooo,ooo 
700 soo g,soo,ooo 
300 100 2,000,000 

Boo soo 3·500,000 

8o 23 5,000 
45 24 2,500 
84 9 1,000 
26 23 r,ooo 

I 
Religion. 

Proteftants, of many denominations. 
Protefiants, and Papifts. 
Catholics, Deifts, and Protefrants. 
Papifrs. 
Papifis. 

The Swedes are fel"ious Lutheram 
but moft of the Laplanders ar ' ., 
Pagans, and very fuperftitious • 



-
Countries. 

lfie of Aland . • . 
-Hogland . • . 
Denmark • . . 
lfle of Zeeland . • . 
-Funen . . • . 
-Arroe • . 
-Iceland . . . 
- Langeland . . 
-Laland . . . 
- Falfler . . . 
-Mona . . • . 
-Alfen . . . . 
-Femeren . . . 
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EUROPE. 
EX·f~N'l. Numhtr of Length. Breadth 

Miles. Miles. Inhabitants. 

24 20 8oo 
9 5 100 

240 II4 360,000 
6o 6o 284,000 
38 32 144,00Q 
8 2 200 

435 z8s 6o,ooo 
'7 12 3,000 
as ao I-i8,ooo 
27 l2 3.,000 
14 5 6oo 
15 6 6oo 
'3 8 1,000 

Religion. 

Lutherans of the Helvctic Confeffion, 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
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EUROPE. 
EXTENt. Number of Countries. Length. Breadth. Religion. 

Miles. Miles. Inhabitants. 

lfle uf .Bornbolm . . 20 12 2,uoo utherans. 
Greenland . . . . Undifcovered. 7,000 Pagans, and Moravian Chrifiians. 
Norway . . . . . 75° qo 72-f,OOO Lutherans. 
24 Faro Ifles • . . . 4 500 Ditto. 
DanHh Lapland • . 285 172 Ioo,ooo Ditto, and Pagans. 
Poland . • . . 700 68o g,ooo,ooo P~Hl.s, Lutherans, Calvinifis, 8t Jews. 
Pruffia * . . . • . 400 r6o 2,500,000 C vinifts, Catholics, &t Lutherans. 
Sardmia . . • ·• . 1 35 57 6oo,ooo Papifts. 
Sicily . • . . . 18o 92 t,ooo,ooo Ditto. 
Italy . . . . . . 66o no 20,000,000 Oitto. 
United Netherlands ISO 150 2,000,000 Proteftants of feveral denominations. 
Auftrian Netherlands :!00 200 2,500,000 Papifi:s and Pwtefiants. 
• The refr of Pruffian dominions being fcattered about in fel"eral countries, are counted to thofe countries where they lie. 
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Countries. 

. vllzedand . . . 
he Grifons • . . 
he Abbacy of St. Gall 
eufchatel . . . 
aia1s . . . . 
edmont . . 
tvoy . . . . 
eneva._ City . . 
Jltemia • . . 
ungary . . .. . 
ermany • • • . 
~ffia ia Europe . 
Lirkey iu Europe . 

. 

. 

. . 

. 

. . 
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EUROPE. 
EXTENT. 

Number of 
Length., Breadth. Religion. 
Miles. Milss . Inhabitants. 

260 100 :.£,88o,ooo Papitis and l'roteil:ants. 
IOO 62 8oo,ooo Lutherans and Papifis. 
24 10 50,000 Djtto. 
3'2 tO 100,000 Calvinifis. 
8o 30 440,000 Papifis. 

140 g8 goo,ooo Ditto, and Protefiants. 
87 00 720,000 Ditto. 

24.000 Calvinifts. 
478 3::!2 2,roo,ooo Papifis and 1\Ioravians. 
300 200 2,500,000 Papifis. 
6oo 5QO 20,000,000 Ditto, and Proteftants. 

1500 1100 22,000,000 Greek Church. 
1000 goo I S,ooo,ooo Greek Chrifiians,J ews, &. Mahometal= J. 
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EUROPE. 
EX·JEN-r. 

Number of 
Le~gth I Bre~dth. Religion. 
Mzles. Mzlcs. Inhabitants. 

- G 
•-'• 

300 6o I ,200,000 s 
ggo 6s r,ooo,ooo l 

. i45 8o soo,ooo 
5 3 200 1 e 

go 25 25,000 

25 25 4,000 
36 in compafs. 4·500 : 

: r 6o in compafs. 30,000 
roo in compafs. 8,ooo I 

• t I 2 in compafs. I 13,000 I • . 40 in compafs. r,ooo 
6o in compak I,ooo 
36 in compafs. 3,000 



( 44 ) 

EUROPE. 

Countrios. lvumber of I Religion. 
Inhabitants. 

EXTEN'I. 
Le~gth., Breadth. 
Miles. Mi/e.f. 

Iae .of Sawos- • . . 30 l I 5 ---I-2-;o_o_o_ Mahome1ans. 
- :Nicaria . . . 70 in compafs. 3,ooo Greek Chrifiians. 
- Andros . . . 1 20 in compafs. 4,ooo Ditto. 
- Cyclades, Delos the Chzef. 700 Ditto. 
- Zia . . . . . 40 in compafs. 8,ooo Ditto. 
- Cerigo or Cytherrea 50 in compafs. I ,ooo Ditto. 
- Santorin . . . a6 in compafs. IO,OOO Ditto, and Papifis. 
- Policandra • . 8 in compafs. 400 Ditto. 
- Patmos • • • I 8 m compafs.. 6oo Ditto. 
- Sephanto • • . g6 in compafs. 5,ooo Greeks. 
- Claros . • . . 4:0 in compafs. I, 700 Mahometans 
- Amorgo . . . 36 in compafs. 4,ooo Greek Chriftians 
- Leros • . . . i I 8 in compafs. Boo Chrifric:ns and Ma home tans .. 
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EUROPE. 
EX'TI.N'T 

Number of Countries. Le~gth I Bre~dth. Religion. 
Mzles. Mrles. Inhabitants. 

Jfie of Thermia . . . 40 m compafs. 6,ooo Greek Cbtifiians . 
- Stampalia . 50 in compafs. 3,000 Ditto. 
-Salamis . . 50 in compafs. r,ooo Ditto. 
- Scarpanta . 20 in compafs. 2,000 Ditto. 
- Cephalonia . . r 30 in compafs. so,ooo Ditto. 
- Zaut . . . 50 in compaf,, ao,ooo Greek Chrifiians. 
-Miio . . . . 6o in compafs. 40,000 Ditto. 
-Corfu . . . . r 20 in co.mpafs. 6o ooo DittO . 
-- Candia, or Crete 200 I 6o 400,000 Ditto, and Mahometans. 
-·- Coos. or Stanchia 70 in compafs. 1 2,8oo Mahometans and Chrifiian::. 
--Rhodes . 6o 1 25 120,000 Ditto. 
--Cyprus . JSO 70 aoo,ooo Mahometans. 

(4 

0 
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ASIA. 
£X'IEN'L Namber of Countries. Length. Breadt~. Religion. 

Miles. Miles. Inhabitants. 

s Mahometanifm is moft prevalent, bu 
1000 Boo 2o,ooo,ooo there are many Greek, Latin, Eu . 

tychian, and Armenian Chrifiians 

t 

1300 1200 1 6,ooo.ooo Mahornetans. 
p u8o JI40 20,000,000 Ditto. of the Sed of Ali. 

4000 1200 4o,ooo,roo Mahometans and Pagans. 
28oo g6o 7·500,000 Greek Chrifiians and Pagans .. 
2000 370 i ,goo,ooo Pagans. 
54° 136 goo,ooo ritto. 
Undifcovered. thinly inhabit. Ditto. 

14.00 I r 26o 6o,ooo,ooo Ditto. 
goo 360 1 o,ooo,ouo Ditto. 

N 

J 
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ASIA. 
EXTEN1.'. Number of Countries. Length. Breadth. Inhabitants. Religion. 

Miles. Miles. 
lfle of Ximo . . :uo AOO 3,ovo,ooo 'Pagans. 
----- Xicoco . . _117 104 1,8oo,ooo Ditto. 
---- Tfuffima . . . 39 34 40,000 Ditto. 
---- Iki . . . . . 20 17 6,ooo Dttto. 
--- Kubiteffima . . 30 26 8,ooo Ditto. 
-- Matounfa • . . 54 26 so.ooo Ditto. 
-- Faftiftia . . . 36 34 30.000 Ditto. 
-- Firando . . . 30 28 ro,ooo Oitto. 
--- Amacufa . . 27 24 6,ooo Ditto. 
--- Awafi . . . 30 18 s,ooo Ditto. 
India beyo11d the" Ganges 2000 1000 so,ooo,ooo Mahometans and Pagans. 
lndoftan • • • • • 2000 1500 J I 0,000,000 Ditto. 
Tibet . . . . . 1200 480 1o,ooo,ooo l>agans. 
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ASIA. 
. .. --- ·- -·-·-· ·-

EX·r.ENT". Number of 
Countries. Le~gth.l Bre?dth Inhabitants. Religion. 

Mdes. Mde.>. 
-· I Pagans, except the Uutch Chriihans, 2.)0 :IOU 2,ooo,ooo 

rooo in number. I 00,000 Mahometans. 
1000 100 2,1 oo,ooo Ditto, and Pagans. 
sBo I 00 2,700,000 Ditto. 
240 54 goo,ooo Ditto, and a few Chrifiians. 
8oo 700 8.ooo,ooo Ditto. 
510 240 2,000,000 Ditto. 

75 30 8o,ooo Mabometans. 
30 3 2.,000 Chriftian Proteftants~. 
I8 6 3,000 Pagans •. 
6o 36 I 0,000 Ditto. 

Befides the little lflands of Manaar, Aripen', CaradiV:ia, Pengandiva, Analativa, Nainandiva. and 
Nindundiva, which are inhabited b.y Chriftian Protefiants .. 



Countnes. 
£X<r£NT. 

Miles. MilP~ 
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ASIA 
Nun:ber tJf 
Inhubitant.s. Rc:ligion. Length., Breadth. 

~----------~·---------------------------
And Banca, Madura, Bally, Lambeck, Flores, Solor, Leolana, Panterra, Mifcomby, and feveral 

The J.lvfowccAs are, 
- Banda 
- Buro • 
- Amboyna 
- Ceram 
- Gillola 

others, inhabited by Pagans and Mahometans. 

~0 IO 6,ooo Paga11s and Mahometans. 
25 IO 7,uoo Ditto. 
25 10 7,5oo Chrifiians ;-the Dutch have 25 CI1. 

210 45 250,000 Pagans and l\Iahometans. 
zgo JlO 65o,ooo Ditto. 

And Pullo-way, Puflo-rin, Nera, Guamanapi, Guilliaien, Ternate, 'Motir, Machian, and Bachiau. 
\vhich are inhabited by Paga-ns and Mahometans. 



~ EXTENT. 
Countries. Length. I Breadth. 

Miles. Miles. 

( 50 ) 

ASIA. 
Number of 
Inhabitants. Religion. 

The PHILIPPINE IsLANDs are fuppofed to be about I I ,ooo ;-fome of the chief are, 

I fie of Mindanao . 6o 40 18,ooo Pagans and Mahametans. 
-- Bahol . . 24 I!l 6,ooo Ditto. 
--Layta . . . 4" 27 10,900 Oitto. 
-- Parragon • • . 240 6o 100,000 Ditto. 
The CALAMINU are Sebu 6o 24 IO,OOO Papifts. 
---- Mindora . . . 6o a6 12,000 .Pagam and Mahotnetans. 
-- Philippina . . t85 120 IO,itOOO Ditto. 
----Negroes lfle . . I 50 6o 8o,ooo Papifis. 
·---Manill-a • . . 3 I ,ooo Ditto, and Pagans • 

The Ladrone lflands are inhabited by moft uncivilized Pagans 



Countries. 

New Holland . . . 
New Zealand • . • . 
. New t;uinea • • . 
New Britain • • . 
New Ireland • • 
·Onrong Java • . 
New Caledonia • • 
New Hebrides • • . 
:Friendly Hies . • • 
Sandwich Iiles • • . 
S(lciety Illes • • • • 
Kurile Jiles • • • . 

* .'fwo Hlaods. 
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ASIA. 
EXTENT·. r Number of 

Length. I Bre?dth~ Inhabitants. 
Miles. .Mzles. 
2500 2000 

g6o 180 

JGOO 360 

180 r2o 
r8o 6o 

A Clu.fter of Ijles. 
26o 1 3o 

20 in number. 
7 in number. 
6 in number. 

45 in 11umber. 

12,ooo,uoo 
I, 120,000 

I,goo,ooo 
goo,ooo 
700,000 

I 70,000 

400,000 

8oo~ooo 
so.ooo 

Religion. 

Pagans ;-1 o1· 2 MiniLtera are there. 
Ditto. 
Ditto • 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Oitto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 

-

= 
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ASIA. 
E-XTENT. 

Number of Countrie). Length. 
Miles. 

Petew lflei . . . . 
Oonalafhka Ifle . . 40 

The other South-Sea Iflands. 

. . Egypt 
Nubia 
Barbary • 

'I 6oo . §40 
. 18oo 

Breadth. Religion. 
Miles. I nhabi tan ts 

Pagans. 
20 3 Ditto. 

Ditto. 

AFRICA. 

I 250 I 6oo 
soo 

2,too,ooo IMahometans and Jews. 
g,ooo,ooo Ditto. 
3,5oo,ooo Mahometans, Jews, and Chriftians. 



Countries. 

' 

' 

. 
g 
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AFRICA. 
EXTENT. 

Number of Length. Breadt4. 
Miles. Miles. 

Inhabitants. 

2500 35° 3,5oo,ooo 
3-400 66o 8oo,ooo 

goo 8oo 5,8oo,ooo 
54° 130 1 ,6oo,ooo 

2200 '840 z8,ooo,oco 
410 300 1,500,000 
54° 220 2,ooo,ooo 
g6o 250 1,400,000 
430 z8o · · z,6oo,ooo 
45° 2-!0 1,500,000 
goo 300 2,5oo,ooo 

1400 J50 g,ooo,ooo 
goo 66o ~,ooo,ooo 

. 
Religion. 

Mahometans, Chriftians, and jews. 
Ditto. · 
Armenian Chrifiians. 
Chriftians and Pagans. 
Pagans. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
'Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
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AFRICA. 
EXTENT. u b if 

Co.Untries. Length. Breadth. Il'luhmb ~t 0
t Religion. 

M .1 M .1 n a z an s. 
l es. r as. 

~~---------------:---~--Sotilfa . • • • ; 4Bo 300 I ,ooo, ooo Pagans. 
Terra de Natal • . 6oo 350 2 ,ooo~ooo Ditto. 
CaffranC·a, or the Hotten- 70s 66o a,ooo,ooo Djtto, & a few Chriiians at the Cape. 

tots ountry • • · 
Iae of Madagafcar • • rooo 2 2 o 2,ooo1ooo Pagans and Mahometam. 
---- St. Mary • . . 54 9 5,ooo French Papifis. 
-- Mafcarin • • 39 I 30 I 7,ooo Ditto . 
--- St. Helena . . 2 I ih co;mpafs. r ,ooo Engli£h .and ·French Chrifiians. 
- Anna bon • • • r 6 I r 4 4,ooo Portuguefe Papifis. 
---St. Thomas . . 25 23 g,ooo Pagans. 
--- Zocotora • • . 8o 54 to,Qoo Mahometans. 
·--- Comora Ifies .• • 5 in number. 5,ooo Ditto 
--Mauritius • . rso in compafs. to,ooo French PapiO.s. 



Countries. 

lfle of Bourbon • 
---- Madeiras • • • 
--Cape \'erd lfies . 
-·- Canaries • 
-Azores . . 
·-Maltha 
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AFRICA. 
EXTEN'T. 

L 1 'B d Number of R 1 . . engtn rea th. 1 h b 't t e tgton. 
Miles. Miles. n a 1 an s. 

go in compafs. 15,ooo French Papiii:s. 
3 in nu"-'btr. 1 o,ooo Papifts. 

I o in number. ao,ooo Ditto. 
t 2 in number. ao,ooo Ditto. 
g in number. 1oo.ooo Ditto. 
rs I 8 1,2oo Ditto. 

AMERICA. 
Brazil 
Paraguay . 
Chili . . 

.12900 
, l I 40 

• • 1200 

goo 
460 

. 500 

r o,ooo,ooo Pagans. · 
r4,ooo,ooo !Pagans and Papifts. 

i,ooot,ooo Pagans and :Papifis ... 



Countries. 

Peru . . . . . 
Country of the Amazons 
Terra Firma . . 
Guiana . . . 
Terra Magellanica . . 
Old Mexico . . . 
Nt:w Mexico . . 
Tl1e States of America 
Terra de Labrador, Nova-

Sc~tia, Louifiana, Ca-
nada, and all the coun- -

try inland from Mexi· 
co to Hudfon's-Bay . 
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AMERICA. 
EXTENT. 

Number of Length. Breadth 
Miles. Mib. Inhabitants. 

d~.:>o tioo to,ooo,ooo 
1200 goo 8,000;000 
1400 700 I O,ooO,OOO 
78o 480 2,000,000 

1400 460 g,ooo,ooo 
2220 6oo 13,500;000 
2000 1000 14,ouo,ooo 
1000 t5oo ~h700,000 

x68o 6oo 8,ooo,ooo 

r Religion. 

'I Pagans and PapJfti. 
Pagans. 
Pagans and Papifts. 
Ditto. 
Pag"ns. 
Ditto, and Papifts. 
Oitto. 
Chriftians, of vario).tS denominations. 

Chriftians~ of various denominations, 
but. roofi: of the North-Ametican 
Indians are Pagans. 
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AMERICA. 

I EXTENT. I I 
Countries. Length.\ Brtadth. ~~m:~r 1 Religion. 

Mites. Miles. n a ' an s. 
California, and tron1 

thence along the weft 
ern co aft to 7 o degrees 
fouth latitude, and fo 
far jnJand as to meet 
the above article 

All to the north of 70 
degrees • . . . 

Cape Breton • . . 
- Newfonndland . 
- Cumberland's Hie 
-Madre de Dios • 
- 'I'el'fa del Fuego • 

:1820 raBo 

unknown. 

400 I IO 

35° 200 
780 300 
105 30 
120 a6 

g,ooo,ooo tPagans. 

I I Pagans. 

' to,ooo Chriftians. 
1,400 Proteftant~. 

ro,ooo Pagans. 
8,ooo Ditto. 
5,000 Ditto. 



Countries •. 
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AMERICA. 
EXTEN'T 

Length. I Breadth. 
Miles,. Miles. 

Number of 
ln./zabitants. Religion. 

All the lflands in the Vicinity of Cape Hor.n !Pagans. 

The Bermudas extend I 16 1 5 I ~o,ooo !Half EnglHh, and Half Slaves. 
The LITTLE. ANTtLLU 

are Aruba . . . 5 3 200 Dutch, and Pagan Negroes. 
- Curaffoa . . . 30 IO u,ooo Ditto. 
-Bonaire . • . 10 3 300 Ditto. 
- Margaritta . . 40 24 18,ooo Spaniards, and Pagan Negroes. 
- St. Trinidad • . go 6o J oo,ooo Ditto; · 
'Ihe BAHAMAS are 
-Bahama . • .I so I 16 

1 
I 6,ooo 'Pagans. 

- Providence . 28 II 6,ooo Ditto. 
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.AMF.RICA. 

Countries. -~ EXTJ:.N'T. I Number of I Religion. 
Length-~ Bre?dth. Inhabitants. __ _ ___ _ I Mi/ec; Mzles. 

Befides Eluthera, Harbour, Luc;jyonegua, Androfs, Cigateo, .Guanaliana, Yumeta, Samana, 
Yuma, M.tyaguana, Ynagua, Caieos, and Triangula-Pagans, 

The ANTILLES are 
-Cuba 
-.Jamaica • 
- St. Domingo . 
-- Porto Rico • . 
- Vache, or Cows I. 

700 

140 

45° 
100 

dl 

6o 
6o 

I 50 
49 

2 

I 10001000 

400,000 

I 10001000 

300,000 

1 1000 

Papifis. 
Engli01, and Pagan Negroes. 
~·renl h, S_paniards, and Negroes. 
Spaniards and Negroes. 
Ditto. 

'fhe VIRGI!'I IsLEs are I 2 h1 number, of which Danes Hland is the principal-ProteHants. 

too! 
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AMERICA. 
·- --·------~- I Ex·rEN'T. I I 

l"wumber of 
Inhabitants. Co!lntrics. 

;-Il~e-CJtRK !BBEES are 
-St. Cruz 
- Anguilla 
-St. Martin 
- St. Bartholomew 
-Barbuda 
- Saba 
- Guanlu1ope 
-- Marigalame 
-Tobago 
-- Defiada 
-Granada 
-St. Lucia 

Le'!fth., Bre~dth. 
Mt,es. Miles. 

30 IO 

30 9 
2I 12 

6 4 
20 I2 

5 4 
45 38 
rs 1 2 

32 9 
I 2 

I 
6 

30 I5 
23 • r 2 

Religion. 

r 3,500 'Danifh Prote!l:ants. 
6,ooo Pxotefiants, and Negroes. 
7~soo Ditto. 

720 D1tto. 
7·500 Ditto. 
1 ,500 Ditto. 

so,ooo 1Catholics, and Pagan Negroes. 
5·400 Ditto. 
2,400 Ditto. 
I,soo Ditto. 

I 3,500 Engli{h, and Pagan Negroes. 
5,ooo , Ditto, and Native Pagan Caribbs. 
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AMERICA. 
EX'rENT. 

Number of Countries. Length. Breadth. Religion. 
Miles. Miles. Inhabitants. 

Whites. Negroes. 
- St. Eufiatia . . 6 4 s,oor I 5.000 Dutch, Englifh, &.c. 
- St. Chrifiopher . -20 7 6,ooc; 36,ooo Engllih. 
-Nevis . . . . 6 4 s,ooo I 0,000 Ditto. 
- Ant1gua . . . 20 20 7,000 30,000 Ditto. 
- Montfenat . . 6 6 s,ooo I 0,000 Ditto. 
-- Martinico 6o go 20,000 so,ooo French. 
- St. Vincent's . 24 18 8,ooo s,ooo The 8,ooo are Native Caribbs. 
- Barbadoes . . 21 14 jO,OOO roo,ooo Englifh. 
-Dominica . . 28 I~ 40,000 Ditto, 2,ooo of them Native Caribbs 
-St. Thomas . 8.ooo Danifh Protefiants. 5 m camp 
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T HIS, as nearly as I can obtain information~ 
is the :!late of the world; though in many 

countries, as Turkey, Arabia, Great Tartary, 
Africa. and America. except the United States. 
and moft of the Afiatic lflands, we have no 
accounts of tbe number of inhabitants, that can 
be relied 011. I have therefore only calculated 
the ex~ent, and counted a certain number on au 

average upon a fquare mile; in fome countries 
more, and in others lefs, :according as circum
fiances determine. A few general remarks upon 
it will conclude this fecHon. 

FxttST, The inhabitants of the world according 
to this calculation, amount to about feven hun
dred and thirty-one millions; four hundred and 
twenty millions of whom are :llill in pagan dark
nefs; an hundred and thi~ty millions the followers 
of Mahomet; an hundred millions catholics; 

forty-four millions protefrants; thirty millions of 
the greek and armenian churches, and perhaps 
fcven millions of jews. It mull undoubtedly 
Hrike every confidcrate mind, what a vaft pro
portion of the fons of Adam there are, who yet 

remain in the mofr dep!orable fia1e of heathen 
darknefs, without any means of knowing the true 

God, except what are afforded them by the works 
(){ 



of nature; and utterly deftitute of the knowledge 
of the gofpel of Chrift, or of any means of 
obtaining it. In many of thefe countries they 

·have no Wt;"itten bngoage, confequently no Bible. 
and are only led by the moit childifh ctifioms and 
traditions. Such, for -infiance, are all tlte middle 
and back parts of North America, the inland 
parts of South America, the South-Sea Hlands, 
New Holland, New Zealand, New Guinea; and 
I may add Great Tartary, Siberia, Samojedia, 
and the other parts (>f Afia contiguous to th~ 
frozen fea; the greateft part of Africa, the ifland 
of Madag<rfcar, and many places befide. In 
many of thefe parts alfo they are cannibals, feed
ing upon the flefu of their flain enemies, with the 
~reateft brutality and eagernefs. The truth of 
this was afcertained, beyond a doubt, by the late 
eminent navig~tor, Cooke, of the New ~ealanders, 
and fome of the inhabitants of the w.eftern coaft 
of America. Human facrifi~es are alfo very fre
quently offered, fo that fcarce a week elapfes with
out i~fiances of this kind~ They are in general 
poor, barbarous, naked pagans, as defiitute of 
'ivilization, as they are of true religion. 

SacONPI,Y, Barbraus as thefe poor heathens 
~re, they appear to be as capable of knowledge as 
we are i and in many pla<:es, at leaft, have difco· 

verei;llJR~<;mlmOll s.enius 4md tra8:ablenefs ; and 

1 'reat11 



I greatly quefiion whether mofl: of the barbarities 
practiced by them, have not originated in fome 
real or fuppofed. affront, ~nd are therefore, more 
properly, ad~ of felf-dcfence, than proofs of in
human and blood-thirfly difpofitions. 

THIRDLY, In other parts, where they have a 
written language, as in the Eafi-lndics, China, 
Japan, &c. they know uothing of the gofpel. 
The jefuits mdeed once made many converts to 
popery among the Chinde; but their higheft aim 
feemed to be to obtain their good opinion; for 
though the converts profclfed themfel\'es Chrif
tians, yet they were allo\'lted to honour the image 
ofCoNFuctus their great law-giver; and at length 
their ambitious intrigues brought upon them the 
difpleafure of government, which terminated in 
the fnppteffion of the miffion, and almofi, if not 
entirely, or' the Chrifiian name. It is alfo a me
lancholy fact, that the vices of Europeans have 
been communic2ted wherever they themfelves 
have been; fo that the religious fiate of even hea
thens has been rendered worfe by intercourfe 
with them! 

FouRTHLY, A very great proportion of Afia and 
Africa, with fome part of Europe, are Mah<:metans; 
and thofe in Perfia, who are of the feet of Hali, 
are the moft inveterate enemies to the Turks; 

and 
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and they in return abhor the Perfians. The 

Africans are fome of the mofi ignorant of all the 

mahometans; efpecially the Arabs, who are feat

tercel tbrough all the northern parts of Africa, and 

live upon the depredations which they are con

tinually making upon their neighbours. 

FIFTHT.¥, In refpet:1 to .thofe who bear th~ 
Chrifiian name, a very great degree of ignorance 

and immorality abounds amongft them. There 

are Chrifl:ians, fo called, of the greek and armenian 
churches, in all the mahomctan countries; but 

they al'e, if poHible, more ignorant and vic1ous 

than the mahometans themfclves The Georgian 
Chrifiians, who are near the Cafpian ·Sea, main

tain tbemfelves by felling their neighbours, rela

tions, and children, for flaves to tbe Turks and 

Perfians. And it is remarked, that if any of the 
greeks of Anatolia turn muffulmen, the Turks 

11ever fet any fiore by them, on account of their 

being fo much noted for difiimulation and hypo

crify. It is well known that mofi of the members 

of the greek church are Yeqr ignorant. Papifis 

alfo are in gener81 ignorant of divine things, and 

very VlCious. Nor do the bulk of the church of 

England much exceed them, either in knowledge 

or holinefs; and ~any errors, and much loofenefs 

of conduct, are to be found amongft cliffenters of 
all denominations. The 1utberans in Denmark, 

are 
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are much on a par with the ecclefiaftics in Eng
land; and the face of moft Chriftian countries 
prefents a dreadful fcene of ignorance, hypocrify, 
and profligacy. Various baneful, and pernicious 
errors appear to gain ground, in almoft every 
part of Chrifiendom; the truths of the gofpel, 
and even the gofpel itfelf, are attacked, and every 
method that the enemy can invent is employed 
to undermine the kingdom of our Lord J efns 
Chrifi. 

All thefe things are loud calls to Chriftians, 
and 'efpecially to minifters, ·to exert themfelves to 
the utmoft in their feveral fpheres of a<.<tion, and 
to try to enlarge them as much as poHible. 

SECT. 



SECT. IV. 

The Pra8icability of Jomething being done, more than 

what is dont, for tl:e Converfion of the Heath,n. 

T HE impediments in the way of carrying 
the gofpe1 :among the heathen mufl: arife, I 

think, from one or other of the following things; 
-either their difiance from us, their barbarous 
and favage manner of living, the danger of being 
kiJ:ed by them, the difficulty of procuring the 
neceffaries of life, or the unintelligiblenefs of their 
languages. 

FI'RST, As to their difiance fro!Jl us, whatever 
objeCbions might have been made on that account 
before the invention of the mariner's compafs, 
nothing can be alledged for it, with any colmir of 
plaufibility 'n the prefent age. Men can now fail 
with as much certainty through the Great South 
Sea, as they can through the Mediterranean, or 
any leffer Sea.· Yea, and providence feems in a 
manner to invite us to the trial, as the~e are to ou:~: 
knowiedge trading companies, whofe commerc~ 
lies i-n many of the places where thefe barbarian& 

K. dwel1, 
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dwell. At one time or other fhips are fent to 
l'ifit places of more recent difcovery, and to 

explore parts the moft unknown; and every fre{h 

account of their ignorance, or cruelty, flJOu!d call 
forth our pity, and excite us to concur with pro
vidence jn feeking their eternal good. Scripture 

likewife feems to point out this method, Surely th~ 

IJl~s flail wait for me; the flips of ratjhijh firft, to 
bring mj .fans from far, their filver. and their gold with 
them, unto the name of the Lord, thy God. Ifai. lx. g. 
This feems to imply that in the time of the 
glorious increafe of the church, in the latter days, 

(of which the whole chapter ii undoubtedly a 
prophecy,) commerce fhall fubferve tlte fpread of 
the gofpe1. The ihips of Tarfujfh were trading 
veffels, which made voyages for traffic to various 
pa1·ts; thus much therefore muft be meant by it, 
that navigation, efpecially that which is commercial, 
{hall be one great mean of carrying on the work 
of God; and perhaps it may imply that there 
iliall be a very confiderable appropriation of 

wealth to that purpofe. 

SEcONDLY, As to their uncivilized, and bar
barous way of living, this can be no cbjecHon to 

any, except thofe \\'hofe love of eafe re.ndezs 

them mawilling to expofe tht:mfelves to incon

veniencies for the good of others. 

Jt 
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It was no objection to the apoftles and their 
fucceff'ors, who went among the barbarous Ger
ma:ts and Gauls, and ftill more barbarous Britons! 
They did not wait for the ancient inhabitants of 
thefe countries, to be civilized, before they could 
be chrifiianized, but went fimply with the dochine 
of the crofs; and 'I :UTULLIAN could boafi: that 
•• thofe parts of Britain which were proof againft 
the Roman armies, were conquered by the gofpe1 
of Chrift "--It was no objection to an ELLIOT, or 
a BRAlNERD, in later times. They went forth~ 
and encountered every difficul~y of the kind, and 
found that a cordial receptton of the gofpel pro
duced thofe happy effeel:s which the longeft inter
courfe with Europeans, without it could never 
accompli{h. It is no obje<.'lion to commercial 
men. It only requires that we fhould have as 
much love to the fouls of our fe!iow-creatures~ 
and fellow finners, as they have for the profits 
arifing from a few otter-ikins, and all thefe diffi
cultiei would be eafily furmounted. 

After all, the uncivilized flate of the heathen, 
infiead of affording an objection again.fl preaching 
the gofpel to them, ought to furniih an argument 
ftr it. Can we as men, or as chriftians, hear t~at 
a great part of our fellow creatures, whofe fouls 
are as imm01tal as ours, and who are as capable 
as ourfelves, of adorning the gofpel, and con--

K i tributin~ 
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t~buting by their pre~ljhing, writings, or pra<-'l.ices 
to the glory of our Redeemer's name, and the 
good of his church, a~e inveloped in ignorance 
and barbarifm? Can we hear that they are witq.

out th~ gofpel, without government, without laws, 
anp without arts, and fcience~; and not exert 
ourfelves to introduce amongfi: them the fenti~ 
mei1ts of men, and of CIJriftians? Would not the 
fpread of the gofpel be the mofi: effe&uall"Qea-a 
of their civili~atio.n? Would not that make th~m 
ufe(J.Jl members of fociety? We k.now that fuch 
effe&s did in a meafute follow the afore-nientioJled 
efforts of Elliot, Brainerd, and. others amongfi: the 
American Indians ; and if fimilar attempts were 
made in other parts of the world, and fpcceeded 
With a divine bleffing (which we have <:very rea
fon to think. they would) might we not expeCt. to 
fee abl€( Divines, or read well-condu~ed treatifes 
iQ defence of the truth, even amongll. thofe who 
at prefent feem to be fcarcely humag ?. 

THIRDLY~ In refpe8 to the danger of being killed 
by them, it is true that whoever does -go muft put 
his life in his hand, and not_ confult with flefh 
a11d blood ; but do not the good11efs o{ the ca,ufe, 

the duties incumbent on us as the creatures of 
.God, and Chrifttans, and the periihing fiate of 
our fellow men, loudty c.:.ll, upon us to :venture 

aU . and ufe every warrantab.e ~xertion for their 
beneht? 
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benefit:? PAuL and B-'1\!iABAS, who hazarded their 
lives for the name of our Lore/ J~fus Chrift, were not 
blamed .as being ralh, but comm~ded for fo 

doing, while JOHN 1\·fuK who through timidity 
of mind deferted them in tl1eir periloW! under
taking, was branded with cenfure. After all, as haB 
been already obferved, I greatly qu~fiion whether 

tl}Ofi of the barbatities p-~Cl:ice.d by the favagts 
upon thofe who have vifited them. have not 

originated in fome real or fuppofed affront, and. 
were· therefore, more proper I y, t.t&s offelf-defence .. 

than proofs .of ferocious difpofitions No wonder 
if the imprudence of failors fhould prompt them 
to offend the fimple favage, and the offe11ce be re. 

fented; but Elliot, Brainerd, and the Moravian 
miffionaries, have been very feldom molefted. Nay, 
in general the heathen have fuewed a willingnefs 
to hear the word; and have principally exprefl'ed 
their hatred of Chrifiianity on account of the 

vices of nominal Chrifiians. 

FI().U.R·THL·Y, As to the difficulty of pr.ocurit~g tAe 
nece.fforie5 of life, this would not be fo great as 
may appear at firft fight; for though we could 
not procure European food. yet we might pro
cure fuch as the natives of thofe countries which 
we vifit, fubfift upon themfelves. And this would 

only be paffing through what we have virtually 
engaged in by elltering ou the minifierial offic:e~, 

A Chriftian 
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A Chrifiian minifier is a perfon who in a peculiar 
fenfe is not his own ; he is the fervant of God, and 
therefore ought to be· wholly devoted to him. 
By entering on that facred office he {olemnly un
dertakes to be a] ways engaged, as much as poffible, 
in the Lord's work, and not to chufe his own 
.ple~fure, or employment, or purfue the miniftry 
as a fomerhing that is to fubferve his o~n ends, 
or interefts, or as a kind of bye-work. He engages 
to go where God pleafes, and to do, or endure 
what he fees fit to command, or call him to, in 
the exercife of his function. He virtually bids 
farewell to friends, pleafures, and comforts, and 
ftands in readinefs to endure the greaten. fuffer .. 
in.gs in the work of his Lord, and Mafter. It is 
inconfiftent for minifl:ers .to pleafe .themfelves with 
thoughts of a numerous auditory, cordial friends, 
a civilized country, legal protection, affluence, 
fplendor, or ,even a competency. The flights, 
and hatred uf men, and .even.p1·etended 'friends, 
gloomy prifons, and tortures, the fociety of bar
barians of uncouth fpeech, miferable accommo
dations in wretched wilderneffes, hunger, and 
thirft, nakednefs; wearinefs, and painfulnefs, hard 
work, and but little worldly encouragement, 
:lhould rather be the objects of their expedation. 
Thus the apofiles ·acted, in the pnmitive times. 
and endured hardnefs, as good foldiers of J efus 
€hrHl:; and though we living in a civilized coun-

try 
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try where Chriftianity is protected by Jaw, are 
not called to fuffer thefe things while we continue 
here, yet I quefiion whether all are juftified in 
f,aymg here, while fo many are perHhing without 
means of grace in other lands. Sure I am that 
it is entirely contrary to the fpirit of the gofpel, 
for its mmifiers to enter upon it from interefted 
motives, or with great worldly expedations. On 
the contrary the commiffim.l is a fufficieut call to 
them to venture all, and, like the primitive 
Chriftians, go every where preaching the gofpel. 

It might be neceU'ary, however, for hvo, at 
leaft, to go together, and in general I fhould 
think it beft that they fhould be married men, 
and to prevent their time from being employed 
in procuring neceffaries, two, or more, other 
perfons, wi~h their wives and families, might alfo 
accompany them, who fhould be wholly em
ployed in providing for them. In moft countries 
it would be neceffary for them to cultivate a little 
fpot of ground juft for their fupport, which would 
be a refource to them, wheuever their fupplies 
failed. Not to mention the advantages they 
would reap from each others company, it would 
take off the enormous expence which has always 
attended undertakings of this kind, the firft ex
pence being the whole ; for though a large c:olony 
peeds fupp.ort for a confide1abfe time, yet fo 

fm11U 
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{mall a number would, upon receiving the firO: 
crop, maintain themfelves. They would have 
the advantage of cho~fing their fituation, their 
wants would be few; the women, and even the 
children, would be neceffary for domefiic pur
pofes ; and a few articles of Rock, as a cow or 
nvo, and a bull,. and a few other cattle of both 
fexes, .a very few utenfils of hufbandry, and fome 
corn to fow their land, would be fufficient. Thofe 
•ho attend the miffionaries fhould underfiand . ' 

hulbandry; fi{hing, fowling, &c. and be ptovided 
with the neceffary implements for thefe purpnfes. 
Indeed a variet'y of niethods may be thought pf, 
<U1d when once the work is _undertaken, . many 
things wm fuggefi: themfelves to us, of which we 
at prefent can form no idc.a • 

. Frr~HJ.Y, As- to learning their languages, the 
fame means would be found neceffary here as in 
trade between different nations. In fome cafes 
jnterpreters might be ·obtained, who might be 

etnplt.wed for a time; and where thefe were not 
to b~ found, the miffionaries · muft have patience, 

and mingle with the people; tili they have learned 
fQ mu~b of their language as to be able to com
munj~a;te their ideas to them -in it It is well 
known to requiTe no very extraordinary talents 
tQ learn, in the fpace of a year, or two a~ mofi, 
the language of any people upon earth, fo much 

of 
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of it at lean, as t9 b~ able to convey any fenti
ments we wi{h to their underflandings. 

The Milllonaries m"4fi b~ men of great piety, 
prudence, courage, and forbearance; of undoubted. 
orthodoxy in their fevtimepts, and mull: enter 
with a}l theh hearts int9 the fpirit of their mif
fion; they n;mfi be willing to lea•.1e all the com
forts of life qehind, theml and to encounter all. 
toe hardfhips of a torrid, or a frigid climate, an 
uncomfortable manner of living, and every other 
i~co.nvenience that caP, attenc! this.l;Jndcr~akir.~F 
Clothing, a few k-nives,. powder and fhot, fifuing
tackle, and the a.rticles of bufi?and•y abeve-men
ti_oned, mufi: be pro~ided for thelll; and when 
arrivelr at th~ place of theit: defrination, their firft 
bu(inefs Jllilfr be to gain fome acquai.ntance with 
tq_e lapguage. of the patives, {for which purpofe 
two wouid he better than OI'Je,) and by all lav.ful 
means to endeavour to cultivate a (riendU.ip with, 
them_, and as foon as .. poffible let them know the 
errand for whi<;h they were fent. They mufi en
cleavour to convinte them that it was their good 
alone,whi<;h induced them to forfa~e their friends, 
and all the comforts of their native country. 
They roufi be very careful not to refent injuries 
which ~Pay be offered to them, nor to think 
highly of_ themfelves, fo as to defpife the poor 
ileathcns, and by thofc means lay a foundat~ 

L for 



ror their rerentment, or rejedion of t'he gofpeT. 
Thev mufl take ~very opportunity of doing tbell\ 
good, and labouring. a•1d travelling, night and 
day, the~· mufi infirud, exhort. and rebuke, with 
all long fuffering, and anxious defi•e for them, 
and. above aU, muft be inftant m ptayer for the 
effufion of the Holy Spuit upon the pt"ople of 
their charge. Let bnt mtffionaries of the above 
defcription engage in the work. and we fhall fee 
that it is not impraClicable. 

It might likewife be of importanre, if Goc:J 
.chould blefs their labours, for lhem to encourage 
any appearances of gifts amongft the people of 
their charge; if fuch fhould be raifed up many 
advantages would be derived from their know
ledge of the language, and cuftoms of their coun. 
•zymen; and their change of conduel would &ive. 
creat weight to their uliniftxatiom. 

S~CT:. 
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SECT. V. 

Jn tnqairy into tl1t Duty of Chriftians in €tnerol, rml 
what Means ought to -be lifed; in order to protnott 
this Work. 

I F the prophedes concerning the incteafe of 
Cbrifi's kingdom be true, and if what hu 

been advanced, concerning the commiffion given 
by him to his difciples being obligatory on us, 
be juft, it muR be inferred that aU ChtHl:iins 
ought heartily to concur with God in promoting 
his glorious defigns, for lrt that is joined to tlte 
Lord is one Jpirit. 

One of the firfi:, and mofl: important ofthofe 
duties which are incn.mbent upon us, is fervent 
tmd united praytr.. However the influence of the 
Holy Spirit may be fet at nought, and run down 
by many. it will be found upon trial, that all 
means which we can ufe, without it, will be in· 
effetl:.ual. If a temple is raifed for God in the 
heathen world, it will not be by might, nor by 
po11Jer, nor by the autbonty of the mag~{hate, or 
the eloquence of the orator; hut by my Spirzt, faitb 
ihe Lord of Ho/ls. We rouft therefore b~ in reaL 
earneft in fupplicating his b!eilin1 upo.u out 
.iaboura. 

l..t 



It is reprefented in the prophets, that whea 
there fhall be .11 great morirm~ng in the land, as-,,, 
mourning of Hadadrlmmon in t~e valley of Megiddon, 
•nd evety {trmily foan ''J(Iurn opltrl, cittti'tlttir.:wivtt 
tzpart.- it fhaH all f-olio~ upon a .IJ1irit of gnrce, tind 
Jupplication. And when thefe thin~s fhall take 
place, it is promifed that thercj/ta/1 be a fountaia 
opened for the lwufe of David, a11d for the inhabitants 
ofJerujalem, fur fin, and for uncled'r111e[s,-and that 
de idols }kall be . de}lroyed. and the falft prophetl 
aflamed ot their profeffion. Zech. xli. 10. 14.
xiii. r. 6 1 his prophefy feems to teach that 
when there fhaU be an uiliverfai conjund:ion 'in 
fervent pray~r .. and an fliaJl efie·em Zion's welfar• 
as their own, then copious itiflu~ces of the 
Spirjt flHHl be . ihed upon the churches, which 

like a purifying fountain fhail cleanfe the fervants 
of the Lord. Nor Jhall th1s cleanfing influence 
flop here; all otd idolatrow prejudices fhall bo 
rooted out, and tt uth prevail fo glorioufly that 
fitlfe teachers filail be fo alliariied as tather to 
wHh to be clatrea with obfcure herdfme·n, or the 
meanefl: peafan~s, than · bear the ignominy at..; 
tc:t1dant on their detecbon. 

The moft glorious works of grace that have 
ever took place, have been in aniwer to prayer; 
~nd it iS" in . this way, we have the great eft reot ... 

U>n to fuppofe, that the glorioua out-pour.iu~ ot 
thO' 



the 5pirit, which we. expeel at' laft, . will be 
beftowed. 

\Vith refpec!t to our own immediate cotmec.
{ions, we have within thefe few years been fa
voured with fome tokens for good, granted in 
anfwer to prayer, which lliould encourage us to 
perfifi, .and increafe in that important duty. I 
huft out montAly praytr-meeti'ngs for the fuccefs of 
the gofpel have not been in vain. lt is true a 
·want of importunity too generally attends our 
prayers; yet unimportunate, and feeble as they_ 
have beei'l, it· is to be believed that God has 
beard~ and m a meafure anfweted them. The 
churcl1es that have engaged in the pracftice have 
in general flnce that time been evidently on the 
increafe.; fome conttoverfies which have lonl: 
perplexed and divided the church, are more 
dearly frated than ever; there ·are calls to preach 
the gofpel ln many places where it has not been 
l.ifually publHhed; yea, a glorious door is opened, 
and is likely to- be opened wider and wider, by 
the fpreacl of civil and H'ligious liberty, accom
vanied alfo by a diminution of the fpirit of po
pe~y; a noble effort has beep made to abolifh the 
tt:Ihuman Slave-Trade, and though at prefent it 
bas not been lo ftlccefsful as might be wHhed, yet 
it .is to be hoped it wilf be perfe\·ered in, till it is 
accomplilbed. ,ln the mean time it is a {atisfac. 

tioll 
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tibn te confider that the late def~at of the abaliti;;. 
on of the Slave-Trade has proved the occafion of a 
praife worthy effort to introduce a free fettle

mem, at Sierra Leona, on the coafl: of. Africa ; au. 
effo\t which, if fucceeded with a divine b(effing.1 

not only promi!es to open a way for honour~ble 
commerce with that extenfive country, and for 
the civilization of its inhabitants, but may prove 
the happy ~ean of introdut::ing . amongft them 
the gofpel of our Lord jefus Chriit. 

Thefe are events that ought not to be over
looked; they are not to be reckoned fmall things t 
and yet perhaps they are fmall compared with 
what might have been expected; if all had cor

dially f!Ulered into the fpirit of the propofal, fo 
45 to have made tbe caufe of Chrifr their own, or 
i'n other words to have been fo folicitous about 
it, as if their own advantage depended upon itt 
{uccefs If an holy folicitude had prevailed in 
all the aifemblies of Chriftians in b~l:ial( of their 

Redeemer's kiugdom, we might probably have 

feen before now, not only an open door for the 
gofpel, but many running to and fro, "nd lmO'Wledgt_ 
illcreajed; or a diligent ufe of thofe means which 
p.rovidence has put in our power, accompanied 

with a greater bleffing thaA ord~nary froD,l 
heaven. 

·Many 
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Many can do nothing but pray, and prayer is, 
perhaps the only thing in which Chrifiians of all 
denominations can cordially, and unrefervedly 
unite; but in this we may all be one, and in this 
the ftriCl.eil unauimitv ought to prevail. Were 
the who1e body tlms animated by one foul, with 
what pleafure would Chriftians attetld on all the 
duties of re1igion, and wit.h what delight would 
their minifters attend on all the bufinefa of their 
calling. 

We mun not be contented however with pray
ing, without exerting ourftlves ill the uft of mtans for 
the obtaining of thofe things we pray for. Were 
the children of light, but as wife in their geruratiofl 111 

Ute children of this world, they would ftretch every 
nerve to gain fo glorious a priz~, nor ever 
imagine that it was to be obtained in any otbet 
way. 

When a trading company have obtained their 
~barter they ufuaHy go to its utmofl limits; and 
their ftocks, their ihips, their oflice·rs, aud mea 

are fo chofen. and regulated, as to be likely to 
anf\\·e•· their purpofe; but they do .not ftop here. 

·for encouraged by the profpecl of fuccef~. they 

afe every effo:r;t, t~ft th~ir btead upon the waters, 
~ultivate friendfi1\p with every one from whofe. 

imormation they exp~~ the leaft advantage. They 
~ro& 
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crors the widet\ and moft tempeltuous feas, ltld 

encounter the moft unfavouraple climate&; they 
introduce thertJfelves · intb the moft barbarous 
n~tions, and fometimes undergo the moft affeding 
l1ardlbips; their minds continue in ~ ft~te of 
anxiety, and fufpence, and a longer delay than 
ufual in the arrival of their veffels a~itates them 
with a thoufand changeful thoughts, and fm:e
boding apprehenfioos, whic;h continue till the 
rich returns are. fafe arnved in port. ~ut why 
thefe fears? Whence all thefe difquietudes, and 
this labour? IS it not becaufe their fouls enter 
into the fpirit of tbe projecl. and their happinefs 
in a manner depends on its fuc~efs ?-Chriftians 
are a body whof~ trueft intereft..lies in the exalt .. 
a~ion of the . Mefli.th's kingdom. Their charter 
is very extenfive, their encouragem~nt~ exceedipg 
great, and the returns promifed infinitely fupel;ior 
to an the gains of the moft lucrative fellowlliip. 
Let then every one in his ftation confider himfeif 
•• bound to ~a with all his might, ~nd in every 
pom:ble way for God. 

Supp9fe a company o£ ferious Cbrinianr, 
tniaifters and private perfons, were to form 
themfelves into a fociety, and make a. number of 
rules refpeaing tpe regulation of the plan, and 
the perfons who ue to be. employed u miffion
a~cl, the Pteans of clefraying the ex pence, 3tc. Stc .• 

ThiS 
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1J1is fcciety JDUfi co11fift of perfons whofe heat:ta; 

~re in the work, men of ferious religion, and 
poffeffing a fpirit of pe.rfeverance; there muft be 
" determinat~on not to admit any perfon who ii 
n.ot of this dcf!=ription, or to xetain him longer 
than .he :J.nfwets to it, 

Frcm fuch a fociety a committee might 'be ap

pf!lirud. whofe Lufinefs it fhould be to procme 
all the informJtion th~;y could upon the f11bjetl, 
tQ receive contributions, to euquire into the cha
J·acb,!ts,. teJ11pers, abilities and religibus vie.ws of 

the miffionaries, and alfo to provide them with 

neceffaries for their u;ndertakings. 

They muR: alfo pay a. great attention to the 
·views of thol'e who undertake thts work; for want 
·of this the miflions to the Spice Inands, fent by 
the Dutch Eaft:.India Company, were foon cor~ 

rupted, rnany going more for the fake Of fettling_ 
in a place wher@ temporal gain invited them, 
than of preaching to the poor Indians. Thi:; 
foon introduced a number of indolent, or pro~ 
fl!gate perfons, whofe lives were a fcaridal to the 
doctrines which they ~reached; and by means of 

whom -tbe gofpel was ejeCled from Ternate, in 

1694, a~d Chriftianity fell into great difrepute in 

Qthcr places. 

M If 



If thet:e is any reafon for me to hope that I 
{hall have any influl!nce upou any of my brethren, 

and fellow Cbrifiians, probably it may be mote 

efpecially amongft them of m~' own d~n~mination~ 
I would therefore propofe that fuch a fociety an<\ 
comm1ttee fr10uid be formed among{\ the parti
cular baptijl denomination. 

I do not mean by this, in any wife to confine 
it to one denomination of Chrifiians. I wHh 
with all my heart, that every one who loves om 
Lord jefus Cimlt in fincerity, would in fome way 

or other engage in it. But in the prefent divided 
:llate of Chriftendom, it would be more likel'y f01 

good to be done by each denommation engaging 
feparately in the work, than if tht:y were to em
biuk in it conjointly. Jhere ill 1oom enotigb for 

us all, without mte1fering with ea~h other; and 

if no unfriendly interfereuce took place, each 
denomination would bear good will to the other, 
and wilh, and pray for 1ts fuccefs, confidering it 
as upon the whole friendly to tl1e great caufe 

of true religion; but if all were intermingled, it 
is likely thelf private difcords might throw a 

damp upon their fpirits, and much retard their 
public ufefulnefs. 

In refpect to contributions for defraying the ex;. 
pences, money will doubtlefs be wanting; and 

fuppofe 



( as ) 
fuppofe the rich were to embtrk a portion of that 
wealth over which God has made them flew:nds, 
in this important undertaking, perhaps there are 

few ways that would turn to a better account at 
Ian. Nor ought it to be co~fint>d to the rich; if 
perfons in more moderate circumfiances were to 
devote a portion, fuppofe a tenth, of their annual 
increafe to the Lord, it woHld not only correfpond 
llith the praClice of the Ifraelites, who lived under 
the Mofaic Oeconomy, but of the patriarchs 

Abraham, lfaac, and Jacob, before that difpen
fation commenced. Many of our mofi eminent 
fore-fathers amongfi: the Puritans followed that 
pradice-; and if that were but attended tt> now, 
there would not only be enough to fupport the 

mimftry of the gofpel at home, and to encourage 
village prea.:hiTig in our refpedive neighbourhoods, 
but to deffC\y the expences of carrymg the gofpel 
into the heathen world. 

If congregations were to open fubfcriptions o{ 

one penny, or more per week, according to their· 
~ircumflances, and depofit it as a fund for tl:e; 
propagation of the gofpel, much might be Iaifed 

in .t.his w~y. By fuch fimple means they might 
foon have it in their power to introduce .the 
preaching of the gofpel intO mofi of the VIllages 

in England; where, though men are placed whofe 

bufinefs it lliould be to give light ·to thoie who fit 
M ~ 1u 
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in darkners, it is well known that they have it 
11ot Where there W<ls no perfon to opetl his 

houfe for the reception of I he gofpel, fome other 

building might be procure-d for a fmall fum, and 

even then fomething conficerable might be fpared 

_for the baptiil, or othet -con:unittees, for pro

pogating the gofpel amongfl. t:1e heathe11. 

Many perfons have of late left .off the ufe o{ 

JVefl-India j'ug4r. on accoutlt of the iniqUitous 
manner in wmch it is outained Thufe families 

who have done fo, and have not fubilituted any 

thing elfe in tts place, ban~ not only cleanfet:l 

their hands of blood. but hal'e made a faving to 

their families, fame of)ii-pence, and f~me of a· 

ihilling a week. If this, or a part of this were 

appropriated to the. ufes bc~01e-mentioned, it 
-would abundantly fuffice. We have only to keep 

the end in view, and have our hearts thoroug~ly 

engaged in the purfuit of it, and meam wiil.not 

be very difficult • 

. We are exhorted to lay up tretifure in heaven, 
-where neither moth nor ruft dot/1 corrupt, nor thiev~ts 

break_. through and }leal. It JS alfo declared that 

rvhaifoever a man jo'Weth. that jhall he a!fo reap. 
Thefe Scriptu1 es teach us that the t:njoymei1ls of 

th~ life to come, bear a near re1at1on to that 

which now is; a relation {imilar to tbat of the 
parveft, 



barv,ft, and the= feed. It is true all the reward 
is of mere grace, but it is neverthelefs encou
{aging; what a treafure, what an h.arvefl muf\ 
awa1t fuch ~ha1aClers as PAuL, and ELLIOT, and 
Jh.ADI&KD, and others, who have given tbemfelves 
whoHy to the work of the lo:d. What a heaven 
will it Le to fee the manv myriads of poor hea .. 
thens,. of Britons amongO the refi, who bv their 
labours have been brought to the knowledge of 
God. Surely a crown oj rtjoicing !ike th1s iii worth 
afpirmg to. Surely it is worth while to lay 
~u1feJves out with all our might,· in promotin' 
the .cauie, . and kingdom of Chrift, 
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