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So far this year there have been 16 Staff T earn 

events. Over 1500 people attended the Saturday 

programme and 213 churches have been visited 

on the Sunday. 

By October 1 there were 485 Link-Up groups 

involving nearly 2,000 churches and already this 

year 108 Link-Up groups have had a visit from 

their missionary. 

These two aspects of WML make demands on 

the churches and to succeed local people need 

to get together and plan. 

For Staff T earn events plans can start up to 

twelve months ahead - the best premises; which 

workshops and seminars to hold; who will run the 

children 's programme; the day and time; getting 

churches to book the date in their diaries; and 

much more. There are guidelines to help the local 

group and the practical help of the BMS 

Representative. 

There are usually six months to organise a 

Link-Up visit. The most difficult thing is 

persuading the group churches to choose two 

dates when a visit is possible. Once this is agreed 

detailed planning can begin: joint meetings, 

individual church meetings, Sunday services, 

mid-week groups, visits to local schools, 

colleges, professional groups, invites to non

church groups interested in the area where the 

missionary works. Sometimes the Link-Up 

contact person does all the planning but increas

ingly groups are finding a small team even better. 

Is it worth it? "We had a wonderful three 

days." "Thoroughly enjoyed and benefited from 

the visit. " "It was difficult to get the churches 

together but in the end it was worth it. " 
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The following is an extract 

from the sabbatical study 

project of the late Roy Turvey, 

formerly BMS Area 

Representative for the North 

of England. Roy examined the 

Joint Liturgical Group's Four 

Year Lectionary in order to 

identify world mission themes 

I
have tried to keep a third world 
perspective in looking at the 
scriptures, realising the severe 
limitations to this for one not 

immediately immersed in the 
struggles of the Third World. 

We in the west come to the 
scriptures with an inherited tradition 
and an outlook formed by our 
values and culture which we have 
not recognised as sometimes alien to 
the values and culture of the writers 
of the scriptures and fellow 
Christians in others parts of the 
world. 

" ... the tradition of the 
evangelical elders seems to owe more 
to culture than to scripture," wrote 
John Stott. 

I take seriously the words of 
Rowlands and Corner in Liberating 
Exegesis (SPCK 1991): "What is 
necessary is a renewed quest for 
guidelines in our biblical reading, 
qssuming a fixed Archimedean point 
is no longer possible." 

The meaning of a parable, for 
example, may well be very different 
for a Bangladesh peasant struggling 
to feed his family in a time of 
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drought or a Brazilian farm worker 
turned off his own land and now 
exploited by his new multinational 
company employers. 

Rowland and Corner's book is 
an attempt to help us to see this and 
set out some of the issues we have 
to face if we are to discover the 
word of God for today. Bible study 
is above all understanding what 
God is saying today. 

There has been a tendency, one 
writer from the third world points 
out, for British exegesis to study any 
environment save that of contempo
rary Britain. The work of scholars 
and exegetists is accepted so long as 
it "establishes more fully the 
original context of the most famous 
Galilean without allowing his 
shadow to fall on their own times." 

A useful distinction has been 
made between the meaning of a 
text, what it meant for the writer 
then, and its significance, what it 
means for us now. 

A quotation from Rowlands and 
Corner helps to put this whole 
question clearly. First, a writer from 
Sao Paulo, Brazil is quoted: 

"The Bible must be read with the 
head, and with the heart and with 
the feet. The feet are very 
important. The Bible was written as 
the product of a journey. It is only 
by following with our own feet the 
same journey that we get to know 
the meaning of the Bible for us." 

Their comment is: "Within the 
reality of the Brazilian poor that 
journey may mean hanging on to 
our comforts and spiritualising the 
journey, but that different reading 
at the very least puts a question 
mark against the legitimacy of our 
assumption that we have grasped 
the meaning of the Biblical story of 
God's people." 
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The Dr. Who mentality 
Since God's Word is written 
for all people at all times 
and in all places, do certain 
people living in certain 

places at certain times have an 
advantage over others? 

Have linguistic studies in the text 
of the Bible, and archaeological 
discoveries enhanced your faith? 

The three ·r•s 

How important is being 
able to read in your under
standing of the Bible? 
(See articles "Jesus the 

Bridge" p 9 ) 
It is easy to assume that everyone 

we come across can read . How well 
do your church services cope with 
the illiterate? (For example, how do 
you use hymn or song books, notice 
sheets, and how do you handle Bible 
readings?) Are there changes that 
could be made? 

Imagine yourself in the situation 
of sharing the gospel with someone 
who couldn 't read . How would you 
handle it? 

,t • The important things of life 
If you had nothing, or 
virtually nothing, how high 
a priority would 
possessing a Bible be? 

(See article "Our only hope" p 8 ). 
What other things would you give 
importance to? And what things 
could you do away with? 

Walking under ladders 
Is it possible, even living in 
a fairly sophisticated 
society, to treat the Bible 
as having ryiagical 

powers? Can you think of examples 
similar to those related by Christine 
Preston? (See article " lnjil", p 22 ). 

What does relegating Scripture to 
a magic formula say about faith? 

Not quite the Trinity 
Evangelical Christians are 
sometimes accused of 
believing in a doctrine of 
"Father, Son, and Holy 

Bible." Do you think the place of the 
Bible has in any way ousted the 
place of the Holy Spirit in the lives 
and beliefs of Christians today? 
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True Expression CD 
"The love of God needs to • CU · b. 
be expressed more in • .. 
deeds and acts and less in ~t-
words." (See article "Jesus ii; ~ 'I• 

the Bridge" p 9) Is thi s true for your _OJ:I 
church community? Are there -'IL: 
improvements or amendments to ,f' 
your church 's programme that could 
be made in the light of this 11-' 1111111 ~ 
statement? ?I •i, ~ ! .,,, __J 
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Labelling regulations 
How important is it to you 
to have your beliefs 
confirmed and endorsed 
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by others? (See article "We 

are Baptists! " p 21 .) In what ways 
can we give encouragement to 
groups such as those meeting in 
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