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TO ,v. B. GURNEY, ESQ., 

TREA!URER OF WE DAP'TJST MISSJON'ARY SOCJETV. 

MY DEAR Srn, 

It is to me a source of regret that the brevity of my sojourn 
in England, together with the many important duties I have to 
perform/ prevents my devoting that time to the remodelling of 
the accompanying speech, which I had intended when I first 
solicited permission to associate your· name with it. Those 
who so patiently listened to that address, and so kindly re
sponded to the sentiments advanced, will, I think, recognize in 
this report, taken almost verbatim from the columns of the 
PATRIOT, its distinctive features. I have, however, omitted 
irrelevant observations, supplied many facts which I had not 
then time to introduce, and accompanied it with sketches of 
some of the chapels which now stand as monuments of the 
negro's freedom, and as mementos of the folly of every attempt 
made to crush the cause of the Redeemer. 

The principal topic in my address, you will recollect, had 
reference to the charges brought against the charncter of our 
churches in Jamaica, as well as the meuns by which we have 
sought tl1eir establishment and increase. As officially con
nected with the Society, you well know that the~e charges are 
not of recent origin ; that we have been annoyed with them 
for several years past ; and that many efforts of a prh·ate na
ture have been made for their suppression. The only point of 
novelty is, that our opponents, ha.ving failed of their object in 
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the island, have obtruded the matter on the attention of tho 
religious public in England, where the charncter of the accused 
was but imperfectly known, and where they would have no 
opportunity of speaking for themselves. For several years past, 
in J amaicn, these charges had been reiterated in private parties, 
in local assemblies, and in the general stores ; ancl latterly the 
island newspapers, conducted by parties indifferent or inimical 
to the missionary cause, have been made the vehicle for the 
grossest misrepresentations ~nd the· most illiberal abuse. To 
these, the Baptist Missionaries have, in general, returned a 

dignified silence; or, if they have been noticed at all, it has 
been purely on the detensive, or to disabuse the public mind 
with respect to any particular charge which may have been 
brought against us. 

It must also be recollected that the principal part of my 
address refers, as I have stated, to that part of your mission 
denominated "The ,vestern Union." With the details of 
the Eastern Branch, and with the modes of operation there, 
I am not sufficiently conversant to give any lengthened detail ; 
but I have every reason to believe that this will, ere long, 
be supplied by my esteemed brother, the Rev. James Phillippo. 
There are in the Eastern division of our Mission some of the 
largest churches in the island, where the chapels and school 
houses are quite equal to those on the north side. From a 
rough calculation, I think the mission property in that dis
trict, all of which, or nearly so, is paid for and regularly vested 
in trustees, amounts to at least £50,000 sterling, and numbers 
fifteen chapels, seven mission houses, and seven school rooms; 
nor am I aware of any plans being pursued by my brethren 
much at variance with those I have detailed in the following 

address. 
The agency at present employed by the Baptist Mission in 

Jamaica, comprises twenty-six missionaries and their wives, and 
eighty-two schoolmasters and mistresses, the whole expense of 
maintaining which will, after the I st of August, devolve upon 
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lhe churches in lhat island. The mission property, mostly 
created during the last ten years, amounts to at least £130,000 
sterling, on which there remains a debt, in the Western Union 
alone, of £12,000. 

It may perhaps be desirable to state, though it is no law of 
either of our associations, that most of the Baptist churches in 
Jamaica are conducted on the principles of open communion; 
and that many of those who now traduce us have, in former 
years had, or professed to have, delightful fellowship with us at 
the table of our common Lord. ~ 

It may be necessary for me to advert to the fact, that besides 
the open and printed charges against my brethren, we a1·e 
aware that in private circles the whole domestic economy of 
our establishments has formed the topic of unworthy conversa
tion; but on this subject I need only to refer to the ample and 
conclusive answers given by Messrs. Gurney, Candler, and 
Sturge, men whose testimony is without the least taint of sec
tarian partiality, and who themselves have witnessed the scenes 
of our operntions. 

It is very possible, that in so large a sphere of labour, with 
such a lamentable want of missionaries, evils may exist in some 
of the distant chmches. It is also possible that some of my 
brethren, and that I myself, may not always have acted with 
that discretion that should ever mark the conduct of a servant 
of Christ. It would have been a marvel had it been otherwise. 
To the praise of perfection we lay no claim; but we deem it 
not inconsistent with Christian meekness to demand credit for 
good intentions. Those who have much to do may possibly do 
something wrnng; and those who labour in the midst of adver
saries will have their en·ors magnified. From the first our 
work bas been arduous; it was once also per.ilous : it is now 
sufe, but still it is difficult. The wounds which the slavery of 
ages has inflicted on humanity are not soon healed. The cure 
is, nevertheless, begun, nnd advancing with a rapidity unknown 
in modern times. We do hope that our brethren who have 
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deemed it their duty to decry om- labours will at length return 

to a better mind; that they will henceforth let inquiry go before 
judgment; and reflect that n system which has failed in their 
hands may yet succeed in those of others. \Ve further hope 
they will remember that success in the things of God is matter 
of fact and not of opi11io11. It will surely be g1·anted that if 
only half the fact.s in the following speech be true, n mighty 
work has been performed-a work strongly dernonsti-ative of 
the divine presence with the instruments employed in it. But 
if all be true, may we not exclaim, "'What hath God wrought!" 
Our accusers will do well to reflect on the words of Gamaliel : 
-" Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this 
counsel .and this work be of men, it ;Will come to nought: but 
if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found 
even to fight against God.'' 

It is my earnest desire that the plans which have been found 
so efficacious in Jamaica, and which, in a great measure, are 
pursued by our \V esleyan brethren throughout the world, may 
be seriously reflected on, and eventually acted upon by my 
beloved brethren in the ministry in this highly favoured land. 
I am rejoiced to find that in many churches the plan, with 
various modifications, has been adopted with great success, and, 
should the result of my present appearance be their more general 
extension among our churches, we shall mutually rejoice that 
an impetus has thus been given to the cause of truth and the 

triumph of the cross. 
Earnestly desiring that heaven's richest blessing ·may ever 

descend upon the labours of the Society, and be richly enjoyed 

in your pers~mal experience, 
I am, 

Yours very sincerely, 

w ILLIAM 'K NIBB. 



SPEECH 
OP TH'E 

REV. WILLIAM KNIBB. 

The Rev. WILLI.AM KNIBB rose, amid deafening applause, 
on the subsidence of which, he said; I rise under a deep and solemn 
impression of the necessity of preserving all that calmness for which 
I am not UBually distinguished. I sincerely regret that, in the course 
of my speech, it may be thought by some that I shall, at least by im
plication, throw blame on brt>thren whom I ever wish to love as one 
in Christ Jesus. However, this respected assembly will bear n'u! 
witness, the congregated ministers of Jesu.'I Christ will bear me wit
ness, that, during the whole of my sojourn in England in days that 
arc past, however much they might hear me denounce oppression, 
how much I might desire, and still pant for and desire, the liberty of 
man, from these lips they have never heard a single word against 
a brother missionary on earth. And, if I cannot clear my o,vn 
character, and those of my beloved brethren, without impu,,oning 
the characters of other missionaries, I will leave them and myself 
under all the odium in which the charges involve us, until I and my 
mistaken b1·ethren stand and receive our reward from our common 
Master. The charges which have been preferred against the Baptist 
missionaries in Jamaic;a, and industriously circulated, not only in the 
island ne,yspapers, which I have reason to know have been exten
sively sent over to this country, refer to several points :~to the 
exaction of money; to the lavish waste of it when thus exacted, in 
the erection of splendid and ill-advised chapels, in exfravagantlJ 
furnished houses, in a style of living inconsistent with Christian 
simplicity; to a recklessness of the admission of members into the 
church of Christ; and to a careless keeping in of those whose con
duct is adverse to the principles of Christianity. J shall endeavour, 
becr1use it is due to you-due to those who have welcomed me in 
days that are past-due to those who, in days of persecution and 
distress, supported and sustained us-due to those who can forgive 
some of the expressions which juvenile ardour must use when civil 
and religious liberty is ihe theme,-1 say it is due to you, standing, 
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as I do, the representative of my heloved brethren, thnt you should 
hear patiently, that you should investignte seriously. Standing here 
as the deputed representative of every missionary in Jmnnica prn
sent at our association, it is requisite that I should carry from this 
meeting either your condemnation <>r your approval. I shall not 
be satisfied with that which would still give to us a Christian cha
racter, but connected with imprudences which to no Christion cha
racter ought to attach. If I cannot show you that, taking oil circum
stances into acconnt, and the character of the populntion to whom we 
were, by your liberality, sent-if I cannot show you that, while we 
have been guarded in the admission of members, we have sought, we 
liavc implored of our brethren on the spot, that they would kindly tell 
us if we were wrong, write us guilty for ever. My appearance amongst 
you is tlie result of deliberate consideration and earnest prayer. It 
would have been pleasing to me to have remained among the beloved 
people of my charge,and to remain surrounded by that domestic felicity 
which it has been my happiness for seventeen years to enjoy. It 
would have been pleasing to me to carry across the boS6m of the deep 
her in whose affections and interests I still exist. But she said., "No; 
this is a time when sacrifices must be made ; I have no money to 
offer, but I will sacrifice you for a time." The object of• my appear
ing before you to-day is stated in the following letter, and · I nope 
that I need not make any apology for going fully into detail. If you 
will not be tired of listening, I shall not be of speaking, for my 
lungs are as strong now as at any former period of my life. 

At the Twelfth Annual Meeting of the Jamaica Baptist Association. 
held at East Queen Street, Kingston, January18th, 1842, 

It was resolved.-
I. That Rrotber Knibb be appointed n deputation from tl1is Associa

tion to the Parent Society. That he proceed to England so ns to be-pre
sent e.t their annual meeting, and to act in behalf of this Association io 
all matters relating to the Jamaica Mission. 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM KNIBB. 

Dun BnoTHF.n,-Tbe above resolution is expressive of .the sentiments 
we entertain respecting your qualifications lo discharge the importaut 
duties involved therein, and of our confidence that you will pC?form them 
in tl1e most faithful and uncompromising manner. 

While we finnly believe, that you will ende~vour ~o carry out our 
<lesions in all 1lie resolutions which lwse passed tins meeting, we earnestly 
en~at your speci11l attention to some of great importance, nnd in wl1ich 
the present charaeter, as well as the future efficiency of the missi?n, ap
pears to be in"rolved. We beg you to assure our excellent comm1Uee of 
our undiminisbecl confidence in their wisdom, and our heartfelt sympathy 
wilh them in their desire to reduce, as much as possible, tho expense of 
tl,is miSllion and our rcnd'iness to co-operate with them, in effecting so 
desirable and necessary an object. V{ e conceive, boweve~, tlin!, ii?' carrylng 
out 11,is pion, it is of great importance that the comuuttee _ms1st on the 
withclrawmcnt from their funds of those agents whose services bear no 
adequate proportion to the expense.incu!'led by them and their stnfiions, ns 
well us those whose attempts to lower the chnrnctcr of the mission by 
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c11lumniating the members or our clmrches appear more conspicuous tl,an 
their endeavours to extend the gospel and kingdom of Jesus Christ. 
. \Ve trust tl111t you will, by a fair and honest representation of the 
real st11te of onr churches, be able to silence those who appear to take 
plcusuro in traducing us. We arc extremely anxious tlmt you should, as 
much ns shnll be pmctic11ble1 promote the interests of our Theological In
stitution and the African mission. In connexion with these highlf import
ant and interesting suhjects, we beg you to introduce the subject o sending 
missionaries to some of the islands around us, many of which are destitute 
of the light of truth. Jn any attempts, on the port of the committee, to 
send the gospel lo ·those i~lands, you will assure them of our cordial co
operation and our earnest desire to see the same blessings, and in the same 
measure, heslowed upon the111, as huvc been so graciously bestowed upon 
Jamaica. 

Pledging ourselves to fervent and persevering prayer to God, for your 
preservation mid success, we commend you to his _protection and blessing, 
iu the full assumnce that your labonr will not be ID vain in the Lord. 

JAAffiS .M. PmLLIPPO, 

TnoM~s BuncnELL. 
HENRY c. TAYLOR. 

TnoMAS F. AnuoT!'. 
BENJAMIN BuLL DEXTER. 

JOHN HUTCHINS. 
JoHN Cr,ARR. 
S.uroEL OuoHTON. 
DAVID DAY. 

JosEPH MERIIICK, 
HENRY J. DuTToN. 

'\Ve remain, dear Brother, 
Yours very alfectionately, 

JoJIN E. HENDERSON, 

IlENJilUN MILLA!lD. 

JonNMAY, 
Pmur HENRY Coa.woRo. 
GEonoE RousE. 
'\VlLLUIII Lr.oYo, 
\V1LL1ilI HmlE. 
JouN \V1LL1A:1IS. 
'.V ALTER DENDY. 

EnENEZER J. FRA.'ICIES. 

EDWARD WooLLJIT. 

I know, Christian friends, that it is exceedingly irksome to listen 
to written documents; but you will bear in mind that this is a very 
peculiar occasion, and I trust that an indulgence will be granted to 
me which I should have no right to receive at any other time. I do 
not stand here as the agent of the Baptist :Missionary Society in 
England. I stand here as the representative of men who cannot speak 
for themselves. The committee are not responsible for a single word 
I say-while, at the same time, I am confident that I shall 01tly speak 
that which will find an echo in every honest heart. I feel this, be
cause I have a conscience void of oftence; and am perfectly per
suadecl that good will be the result of the most strict and searching 
investigation. Your missionaries are not men wedded to any system 
whatever; but, the advocates of the liberties of otl1crs, they will 
crouch to none on earth. That I might obtain full information-and 
I refer to this, that my respected friends may know, that, wild as I 
am in my excursions of fancy, I can support whnt I slate by facts-I 
wrote to each brother; and the sailing of the vessel alone prevented me 
from receiving 1\n answer from each one, though I obtained it from 
most. I sent the following letter, which, as I shall not refer to the 
questions specifically afterwards, I will now read. 
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Mv DEAR BR0TH1;11,-Boing ap'Pointcd by my brethren to visit Eoglnnd, 
nod bein~ vcey anxious to obtain tl1c most ncoumte informntion respect
ing tbe mission, l submit the follo\Ving queries, o.nd l l1ave to request that 
you will oblige me by answering them 11s fully as your time will nllow. 
Should you think of any other topics c.alculntcd to carry out my design, 
yon w-ill equ11lly oblige me by appending them. 

1 have further to request that the returns bo sent to me by the first d1ty 
of MRrch. 

January 29th, 18!2. 

I am yours, very affoctlonntely, 
\V1LLIU[ KNIUD. 

RELIGIOUS. 

I. Hn:e ~ny Chapels b_ecn ercct1;d nt the stnlion you occupy? If so 
stat~ their size, the materials of wh1<:h they are composed-tli~ir cost, in
cluding ground, and the aecommodauon they afford, tocrcther with the time 
of their completion. 0 

11. Is there n 1\fission House, or arc there more than ooo ?-H so, its 
,·alue, and, if the furniture belongs to the church-stnte it. 

111. Are there any School Rooms ?-if so, their cost, material, accommo-
do.tion, and date of erection. · 

IV. 'What are your liabilities on these plRces? 
V. Are any of them-or all of them-vested in Trustees? 
VI. Have you a fund for the relief of the sick and poor? if so, what 

is tbe annual expernliturc? _ · 
VII. Are any of the Members of your church receiving parochinl relief~ 
VIII. Is there a burial ground connected with ·your stations ?-if so, 

its cost? 
IX. ,\That LAY ngency do you employ ?-paid, or gratuitous? 
X. Can you offor any suggestions for the ~reatcr efficiency of the Lny 

Agency employed, or for the greater purity of tbo church of Christ? 
XI. What are tlie number or your Day and Sabbath Schools, and the 

Teachers engaged? How many cnu rend tho word of Ood? 
XII. As man'!" reports have been circulated-detrimental to the ol,nrnc

ter of our churches-b11ve you ever found nn;y- reluetnncc, in other deno
minations, to receive those from our communion who wi.sLed to 'lcn,·e it? 
Have you known any instances of a superstitious regard l,eing paid to the 
ticket thn.t is given? 

XIII. What opeoinirs present themselves in your district for .the exten
sion of the gospel? \Vhat the awount of population in such places, and 
whnt 1,elp do you request? 

XIV. Has the dt:mand for the word of God diminisl1ecl or incrcnsed 
since freedom ?-How many copies of the word of Ood have you sold? 

CIVIL. 

I. WhRt is tlie a,·er:ige price of labo~r, by ~he <lny, in your district? 
II. How arc the crop~ expected to yield this yenr ? 
III. Has crime diminished or increased in your clistrict since freedom? 
IV. How many persons in your church and congregation have pur

chased land, and what is the amount po.icl for the sume? 
V. How many have erected, or are now erecting, dwelling houses on 

their freeholds, and a.t what cost? 
VI. Have any instances occurred of .such purchasers refusing lo culti

vate the soil-if 501 what is the reason assigned? 
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VII, Whnt is your opinion, from actual observnt.ion, of the working of 

tho j?rcnt net of cmnnclpntion? , 
VIII. Give mo nil the information nnd facts you possess about the 

Emlgrution Scheme, especinlly Europenn. 
In your replies you need only refer to the Number, and not copy the 

questi.ons. 

It is necessary for me here, and I am thankful that our esteemed 
treasurer is present, to refer to the last time when I had the p!Pasure 
of attending a committee meeting with reference to the re-erection of 
our chapels. In the year 1832, as you are aware, the whole of our 
chapels in the western district of the mission ,vere destroyed ; and our 
friends of the London Missionary Society will be aware that it was 
just when we returned to re-erect them that they commenced their 
mission. The arrangement that was made between the committee 
and ourselves was this, that they would vote, from what was given 
by parliament and what was raised by the Christian church, a certain 
sum to every missionary station; that, dnring the time of the re
erection of these chapels, they would continue the salary to each mis
sionary ; hut that all extraneous expenses, such as the lighting and 
cleaning of the chapels, and the maintenance of schools, should be 
paid by the.people themselves. That resolution has been rigidly ad
hered to on both sides. I allude to this, because one of the charges 
is, that an amount of money goes from home to be sacrificed to our 
ambition and to our love of splendour. Such was the increase of 
attendance on the means of grace, and such the fair prospects before 
the Christian missionary when freedom began to shine, faintly I koow, 
but yet to shine a little, that it was necessary for us to erect every 
one of these chapels twice the size of that which was pulled down. 
Not only was this case, but we have built three for every one that 
Satan destroyed. I have an account of the size of each chapel, the 
cost of each chapel, how each chapel is vested, the materiols of which 
it is built, whether there are vestries to each chapel, and a burial
ground, what is the size of the school-room, the cost of that room, 
the debt on that room, the material of which it is built, whether there 
is a mission-house, the cost of the house, the cost of the splendid 
forni lure, the debt on the house, and the cost of the whole together.* 
The respected committee with whom I nm in amicable association can 
say, whetl1er, so far as they are concerned, tbe ne::\.i: statement is not 
correct. In the W estem Union, from the year 1835 to 1840, the chief 
burden devolved upon eight missionaries. We had seldom any 
architects to plan the chapels; had there been. any, we had not 
the money to spare to pay them. All the sermons that I made, 
were composed amidst the bricks and the mortar of building chapels. 
We completed, during· this time, eighteen chiipels, and they cost us 
61,42ll. sterling. W c have purchased, or built, twenty-three mission
houses; and they have cost us 15,150/. sterling. "' e have furnished 
tweJye of them; and that has cost us 2,000l. sterling: about J 501. 

• Seo the Appendix, No. I. 
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~'lt'h. ,v e have built nineteen school-rooms, and they ha,·e cost us 
b,OOOl. sterling. So that, while reports have been circulated thul we 
were lavishly o~nding money, we hnve been over,,·hehued with per
sonal rcsponsibihties. I know that, in several instances, some of my 
breth~en who ad,,anced th~ whole of their salary the moment they 
drew. it, to ~eet theoutstnnd~ng debts, and have frequently been without 
a_ sh11lmg m the house to buy something to eat; while, at this very 
time, the newspapers of Jamaica teemed with accounts of our lavish 
expenditw-c. Do you inquire, how I know that this was the case 1 
Because I lent them a few dollars to supply their necessities. For 
the erection of the whole of these eighteen chapels, with the school
rooms, and the mission-houses that we built, the Parent Society voted, 
from the amount which you and the British government jointly raised, 
the sum of 12,000l. sterling, leaving us to find the sum of 72,082[. 
Of this we have paid off, besides supporting our schoolmasters, except 
when ladies have sent us some boxes-and I am looking out for some 
now-besides supporting assistant missionaries, we have paid off, from 
the year 1835 to the year 1840, raised by the voluntary, not the com
pulsory, donations of our people, the sum of 60,08.!l. I refer to this, 
because it may be said, and I dare say would be said, if this state
ment were not made, that your missionaries have been driven from 
the Parent funds by the attacks made upon their character. The fact 
is this, that in the Western Union alone, and there are no native 
Baptist chapels to be found in it, we stand indebted, and must pny 
in a few years, the sum of I 2,000Z. sterling; and, resting upon the 
fu.ithful promises of God, a few of your missionaries, feeling that Africa 
must receive the gospel, have resolved from this date to take the per
sonal responsibility, that Africa may be supplied with the word of the 
liYi.ng God. I know it will be said, that this does not remove the im
pression made, that this vast amount of money has been improperly 
spent. But I am about to meet that. I am not going to meet it by say
ing that I think the chapels are good; for my stating it is no proof that 
it is so. I wrote, since my return borne, to Mr. JoIIN CANDLER, n 
member of the Society of Friends, who has seen every thing in Ja
maica that is to be seen, both good and bad. I received from him 
yesterday the following letter:-

Mv ESTEKMED FRIEND ,V1LLIAM KNIDD, I was not awore, till I received 
thy letter, that any statements had been put forth to the public: pro_ducing 
the impression, tLat the chapels and m1Ssion-bouses in Jnmmea, ID con
nexion with the Baptist Missionary Society, hnd been erected on B scale 
of splendour ut var~ce with the purpose for w~1ich they were intended; 
or that the do1Destic arrangements are conducted ID an extravagant mnnner. 
I much regret tLat such an opinion ~hould be alloat. How such ~ ~oport 
could originate I cannot tell; l,ut tlns I cao confidently say, that 1t IS not 
true. Some of the chapels built by tl1e llaptists in Jnmnicn arc sp:ioious 
and handsome and must ha,·c cost a greu.t deal of money; but they were 
intended to a:ieommodatc very large congregations, nod it was the <luly 
of those who promoted subscripti?ns for. 1hcir erection, lo sc~ thnt th~y 
were commodiously and substanually built. I know of no mstnnee m 
which a sacrifice of money or convenience has been made for tbo snke o~ 
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more nrchitocturnl ~isplny, , So far fro~ this bcint the case in a ge~eml 
wny, I wns struck, rn mnny mstance.q, with the plnmncss of tl,e buildmgs, 
nnd thought them just what places of public worship ought to be, The 
fittin~s up of nearly nil the Baptist chapels nro much plainer thon is com
mon m clinpcls in this country; and, with the exception of the pulpit, 
nnd reading desk, nnd the communion-table, which form no part of the 
furniture of n Friends' Meeting-house, they mny be snid to correspond iu 
character with those wl1ich 'Friends' would approve and sanction. In 
some of the ·cliapols, we observed enclosed seats, ri>sembling pews, and_, 
in two of them, we noticed :rn organ: one at the Queen Street chapel, 
Kingston, a large and costly instrument; and a smaller one, at Old Har
bour. Both of these nppcndages, as may well be supposed b7 those who 
know us, we regarded us a deviation from Christian simplicity, and we 
could not but regret that tl1ey should have found their way among you. 
f·' Quite right," said Mr. Knibb, "to find fault where he could. Now 
for the clearing of our poor wives; for they make the puddinir, not I, I 
n.ssure you. It is o. ~eat pity that they could not confine their slandel'l! 
to us; thure is somctbmg unmanly in attacking the female character.'1 As 
to the dwelling houses of the mL-sionaries, I know of no one in Jamaica, 
whether belonging to the Baptists or any other religious body, that is 
either more costly or commodious, or better furnished, than any individual 
with a fumily, who has been used to move in respectable life, is fairly 
entitled to. \Vo met with many mission-houses too small for a family, 
and very Inconvenient; and a few homely enough, hut none that we 
should consider too good for the occupant. Extravagance of furniture 
and decoration, which some 1,ersons seem to speak of, exists only in the 
imagination, so fur, at least, as my knowledge extends. Feeling it due, 
as a debt of justice, to cleo.r your missionaries from misrepresentations of 
this sort, and sincerely wishing you as well in your labours of love for 
the people, 

Thinking that 

I remain thy sincere friend, 
JonN CANDLER. 

" Two are better far than one, 
For counsel or for strife," 

I wrote to that estimable man, o. man whose volume has done us 
justice, JosEPn JoHN GURNEY, and I received from him the following 
letter:-

Mv DEAit Fa1ENn,-I was much pleDSed, when in Jamaica, to find the 
cl10.pols in which the Baptist missiono.ries conduct their services, and in 
which they kindly allowed me to hold meetings, so commodious and 
spacious. But I can most fully testify that they were not lnriter than the 
size of the congregations nppeared to require, and I so.w nothmg in them 
in the least degree inconsistent wit.h Christio.n simplicity. U there is any 
thing of unnecessary orno.ment about them, it wholly csco.pcd my observ-
ation. • 

The rosirlcnccs of tl1e missionaries appco.red to me ~o be very comfortable 
and suitable. Certainly I found them agreeable restmg-places to myself: 
o.nd I shall not soon forget the hospitality with which I was entertained in 
them; but I saw nothing in them,_or_in the !11ode of liyil!g of the m~ion
arics themselves which was not w1tlim the hne of Christian moderation. 

·with regnrcl t'o t\10 state of their interesting flocks, I can only say that 
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t)1eir ordetly and attc11ti\'c demennom, when they were nsscmblcd nt my 
request, nff'orded me plnin evidence Llrnt they wete under vety wholesome 
and judicious care. Most heartily do I desire thnt \'OU mny be kept -in 
peace nmong yoursch-cs, and that the divine blessing \nay eontlouo to rest 
upon your important labours. 

Josllm JouN GonN!lY. 

I also wrote to my energetic friend, JosEPrr SruRGB, a mnn who is 
treading in the steps of Howard, and who shnll receive a Howard's 
reward ; who walked like an angel of light through the islands of the 
West, till the last vestige of oppression fled before his benignant step. 

J\h nil.An Frumm,-1 nm favoured with thine of the 23rd; and regret 
to find that any charges of the nature alluded to should ever have been 
made. \Vhen I wns in Jamaica, in the sprin!l' of 1837, I had the pleasurc 
or '\'isiting your missionaries at Kingston, Spanish Town, Jericho, St. 
Ann's Bay, Brown's Town, Stua-rt's Town, Falmouth, Montego Bay, 
Sa,annn-ln-Mar, and Old Harbour; and I cannot recollect any thing in 
the residence of one of your missionaries that could have justly e:..--posed 
you to the chnrge of extravagance, or would have exceeded the bounds 
of that comfort which either your brethren at home or your flocks in 
Jamaica would wish you to be pro'rided with. With regard to the 
chapels, those at Jericho, Falmoutb, Montego Bn:y, and Snvanna-ln-Mar, 
were in an unfinished state, but were erecting in tl1e simplest, style of 
architeC'ture. There was not, as far ns I recollect, a single article- which 
could be considered superfluous or extra"l"ll?nt, either in Jnmnicn or in 
England, in those which I saw, and which were in a complete sta:te at 
that time. 

He regrets, in the same letter, that he cannot fully enter into the 
subject; but he says that he will do it, if I please. He adds-

With regard to the general state of your mission, if I ha<l more time 
to write, I could not add any thing to the unequivocal testimony I have 
already publicly given more than once, and which I have no rcuson to 
alter or retract." 

I hope, then, that, so fur as brick and mortar are concerned, I have 
fairly cleared both myself and my brethren from the charge of extra
vagance in building. I think, too, that, if, atter this, any persons 
talk of the splendid carriages of the missionaries, they ought to be 
rebuked with all the force that Christian prudence, combined with 
Christian patriotism, demands. There is something so exce'edingly 
irksome to me in speaking of the food I cat, or the drPss I wear, or 
the horses I choose to drive, or the carriaire in which I choose to sit, 
that nothing but the fear Jest some individuals in humble life ahould 
think that in these we have exceeded induces me to refer to this 
topic. I appeal to Mr. Christopherson, who is present, and I hope 
you will be kept from the blush of shame, and refrain from that hiss
ing which such a statement may induce, when I tell you that, so 

" Other testimonies, though not of so recent an origin; and to which I 
should bave referred, bad time permitted, will be found In tlio Appendix, 
No. 11. 
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co11tly ie the magnificent cm· in which the Pope of Jamaica (for so the 
nccueers cnll ine) visits his diocese, that it cogt him just fifteen guineas 
at the Pantechnicon, nnd here is the receipt. 

I.am well oware that I have only now entered on the threshold of 
this discussion; and I feel confident that you will be tired long be
fore I am. A statement has been sent by Mr. Blyth to the respected 
society with which I am connected, and I have been informed rhat it 
is printed in the letter of Mr. Barrett, where my Presbyterian bre
thren, in denouncing some practices that were said to exist, state that, 
so far back as last June, they transmitted to us a document in a 
kind and affectionate manner expostulating with us. All I can say 
is, that the first time I heard of it was on Monday last in London. 
That document I have never seen, thou~h I have recently received 
letters, which I have here, from the individual whose duty it was to 
send it. Had my brethren of the Presbyterian denomination thought 
it right, as a presbytery, to address us, we should have disregarded it; 
had they-thought it right, as Christian ministers, to do it, or as bre
thren, we should have thankfully received it; for I wish yon dis
tinctly to understand that no ecclesiastical domination will be yielded 
to; no, not from his holiness the Pope through all the different grades 
down to the directors of our own society, no one shall ever receive a sin
gle right to intrude into thedisoiplineof our churches. If we are honest 
men, then will we he treated as honest men. We do not-and let all 
directors of missionary societies.hear it--wedonot think that a mission
ary sinks one iota of his right to be regarded as the full pastor of a 
Christian church, when he collects that church abroad. But if they 
would hut settle the difference where the difference is said to exist, 
I should most sincerely rejoice. \\11en one of the agents of the 
Scotch Missionary- Society (Mr. Blyth) wrote home to Edinburgh 
respecting some practices said to exist, coupling my name with them, 
as soon as om: society, with their usual frankness, sent the statement 
to me, I instantly wrote to Mr. Blyth; and, that you may not run 
away· with the impression, that I let out some of my steam in that 
letter,, I. will read it:---

Falmouth, .April 19th, 1841. 
Dun Sm,-1 have received a copy of a Jetter written by you to Mr. 

Alexander, of Leith, which contains charges against the Baptist mission
aries nnd tl1eir congregations; and I shall feel obliged if you will inform 
me wbe~her in them you refer to the church under my care. 

The stntemcnts to which I refer are these:-
1. "Several cases hove lately occurred, to my knowledge, of leaders 

oppressing the· people, and standing between them and the misl'ionaries ; 
and complaints on account of the exactions of money innumerable." 

I .will thank you to name the leaders and the tun& when those exactions 
wore mado. 

2. "To such· nn extent is the practice of rum-drinking increased, that 
many oli thorn ( the leaders), bring- their bottles openly to the prayer-meet
ing."1 For tho, names of these leaders, and the prayer-houses where this 
improp11r praot.lce is cnrried on, I shall feel obliged. 

3. "A very short time before Mr. Knibb left this island for England, I 



16 

informed him of tickets being still given lo persons who were perfect 
~trnn~ers to the missionnrics," 

This hns quite cscnpcd my memory. You wrote t.o me respecting some 
exactions of money you heard was collecting, nnd I requested, in reply, 
the names of the parties, which I 11cvcr rec<'ivcd. \Viii you inform me 
whether such tickets lmvc been given in connexion with the Fnlmouth 
station? 

However much I ma;i: regret that my conduct is not approved of by 
others, I shall be hnppy 1f I can gain the information I seek, and, if such 
things do exist, to root them out. If it is mennt that I have exacted 
money, I decidedly deny it; nor luwe the people, in my opinion, done 
as much as thef easily could have done towards the SJ?rcad of the gospel. 
l n the destrucllon of slavery, both ecclesiastical and civil, I have, and in
tc~d still to e1"ert myself; but I deny thnt, in the pursuit of these great 
obJects, I have ne,g)ected the higher claims of my pnstoml duties. 

I am yours very respectfully, 
To the Rev. G. Blyth. . WILLIAM KmBB. 

Now you shall have the reply, and it is the only one I have ever 
received. 

DKAR Sm,-1 have just now received your favour of this date, and, for 
the present at least, must reply to it very briefly. 

Tbe letter, of wl1ich of you have received a copy, will inform you of the 
causes of my writing it. And] must now repeat what I stated in it, tl1at 
I am perfectly able to substantiate every thing that I ever stated respect
ing the practices of tl1e Baptists. However, as all the other evangelical 
ministers in the island are of one mind in reference to their conduct,* 
it is not by sending answers to a few queries from indiYidual ministers 
that the matter is to be settled. 

From a letter which I lately received Crom Edinburgl1, I expect the con
duet of ~be Baptists to be made the subtect of a ri~d inquiry ; and, when 
proper JUd_ges of the matter are appornted, I will cheerfully take the 
responsibility of producing my facts among thc rest. In the mean time, 

I am, yours respectfully, 
GEOROE BLYTH. 

Now, I appeal to you, in the name of all that is just and good, 
whether I did not do every thing that a Baptist minister ought to do, 
to find out error in the church. I ask Dr. Campbell, whether, if he 
had received such a letter about his church, and had written to the 
individual who wrote the letter-written in a spirit which I think 
you cannot condemn ; and had received such a general and indefinite 
reply ; and had been threatened with the withholding of all means of 
finding the matter out, until some self-constituted body in Edinbur.gli 
should sit in judgment upon men their ~feri_ors in nothing, ~xcept 
their mental endowments, he would submit to 1t? I say, emp4atieally, 
I deny them the right. I do maintain that a missionary on a foreign 
shore is entitled to every courtesy with a minister at home. It has 
been said to the committee, and I am told that it appears in Mr. 

• In this, Mr. Blyth is quite mistaken; for several ministers in Jamaica 
have told me that they have no sympathy at all with those who speak 
against UB. I do not say that he has made the statement, knowing it to be 
untrue ; but that he is mistaken. 
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Barrett's pamphlet, that a remonstrance from the whole hody of 
Presbyterian ministers (and the whole body is not very large) has 
been sent to us, complaining of the conduct of the Baptist mission
aries. "The whole Presbytery are unanimous on the subject, and 
sent a faithful romonstranee to the Baptist missionaries at their rneet
in(J' last July.n The first time ] heard of that was in Fen Court. 
Wlien Mr. Angus mentioned it to me, I wrote to Mr. Blyth to ask 
who it was that sent it, and when it was sent. This morning I 
received his reply, which is as follows :-

DEAR Sm,-1 have just received your favour of the 24th inst., and hasten 
to reply to it . 

.At our meeting in July lllSt, we bad under our consideration the mode 
of procedure followed by the majority of the Baptist missionaries, which 
we consider not only injurious to themselves, but likely to have a baneful 
effect upon other churches ultimately. (It bas not then had it yet.) 

We resolved candidly and faithfully to specify tl1ose pmctices which 
we considered objcclionahle, and of the existence of which we had satis
factory knowledge, and drew up onr remarks in the form of a brotherly 
remonstrance, in the hope tl1at it would be recel.-ed in the same spirit in 
which it was tendered. We were perfectly unanimous, and appointed a 
committee, consisting, I think, of Messrs. Cowan and Jameson, to forward 
n copy of t.J,c letter to the chairman of the Baptist missionaries, to be 
by him communica\ed to the rest, as he should think proper. 

According to these instructions, a rnrbatim copy of tlie said letter was 
sent to Mr. Anderson, who was moderator o! our July meeting, that he 
might be prepared to receive nny answer which might be returned to it. 
I can, therefore, have no doubt of the letter having been sent to some of 
your body, but will not attempt to account for its delay in reaching you. 

My reason for alluding to the circumstance at all was to meet the 
remurk in the printed circular, to the effect that only two or three of the 
8oottish missionaries disapproved of your system, while tho facts I have 
stuted pro,o that we arc a.II of one mind on the subject. And my argu
ment is not at all affected by the circumstance of the document not having 
reached you when you left the island. 

I am, yours respectfully, 
GEOROE BtYTH. 

Ali ! you see how it is ! But I have not exactly done with it. He 
states that l\Ir. P. Anderson, who lives within four miles of me, is 
the person to whom this document was entrusted; and he adds that 
it was prepared more than nine months ngo. I have received letters 
from Mr. Anderson of a later date, in which he does not at all refer 
to it. Mr . .Anderson thought that he had u right to complain of some 
part of my conduct, and I honour him for having had the honesty to 
say so. He wrote to me several times; and I have seen him, not in 
his own house, but in the houses of others, and he told me a fact 
which is, indeed, the history of these letters-viz., that two or three 
of his members had been excluded for improper conduct, upon which 
they stated they would join tbo Baptists, nncl lie urged me not to 
receive them. I told him that I never would. During my absence, 
those individuals came to a brother missionary, and he was on the 
point of receiving thorn when the intelligence reached Mr. Anderson. 

0 
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Mr. Anderson immediately wrote to me this Jetter, chnrging mo, if 
the report were true, with a violation of my word:-

I hn,·e mitten to you, he sn'l's, nhhongh the suhjccl of my leltcr is not 
n ph•nAAnt one, 11or one for wl,lcl, l cnn expect to rec·ei\'c ~-our tlmnks; 
but I r;,thcr w~ite tlu,n b,-ar ''. gru~ge in my mind, nnd tbnt I mny l'Xpose 
to )·our--elf, pm·ntcly, the ant1--,ccr1p1 ural 11ntnre of tho principle wl,ich re
ceh·cs the nwn)hcrs o~ other clmrc_hes, witho\lt any regard to the circum
stanc~s of their prcnous connexion. If tins tnkc plncc, I will not be 
C('rt:nn when my church keeps bnck from tl1a Lord's talile an lndh·icluul, 
or snspcnds nny of her members, how soon inll'iµue will be nt work, nnd 
interest on t\,e pnrt of some brotl,er ou the property be instrumental in 
conductin~ to the bosom of your clmrch tl,c person so dealt witli. You 
observe it is of persons I ~peak, :ind of persons 11lonc, -who have bronght 
tl1emseh-es unde_r obl(g"11ons; and with this re11111rk I leave tl1e suujcct in 
your hands, hanng discharged my duty to a brotlicr minister, nnd having 
l'CIISOn lo believe that your answer will show, tlmt, in this very matter, 
yo~ conduct to a brother minister is according to uprightness, and not 
fl.yrng report. · 

I remain, dear Broll1er, 
Yours very sincerely, 

P. ANDERSON, 

I wrote him a reply, thanking him, and telling him that I wns ex
ceedingly obliged, and stating that I should be so to any brother 
who would put himself to the pain of telling me when I was doing 
wrong. I received his answer, and I will read it:-

Mv DEAR BnoTHEn,-I thank you for the manner in which you received 
my letkr, and 1he kind 11nd Christian spiri.L wl,ich charncterizcs your 
reply. The time will come "lien tl,e servants of the Lord will see eye to 
eye; aud if the time, as it respects earth, be somewhat distant, yet, as 
it rej!':trds l1eaTen, it is near, and every moment nearing. You obsen·e, 
my dear brother, tl,at the cases alluded lo in my letter are eases of mcm
bersl,ip (imd that it is on tl1is ground olone that I wrole you), anrl cases 
which require correction r.i.ther than encouragement. The names of the 
persons were Nelly-Sharp and Rasey '\Vood-now Mrs. Jackson and Mrs. 
Sharp. 

I remain, my denr brother, 
Yours in the bonds of the gospel, 

P. ANDF:JlSON, 

I have not done with this yet. I am sorry that I have not. I feel 
that it is possible, and more than possible, that there may be, un
known to us, officers in our churches of immoral character, And 
may not that happen to you 1 Are your churches so pure tlmt no 
person is ever excluded for drunkenness 1 But what would you 
think of me, if, when I was to retire from London, I was to publish 
it abroad to the world, giving a particular account of it? I know 
there is a case of a deacon excluded for drunkenness; and it nearly 
broke the pastor's heart when it was discovered. 

Being determined, if pos~iolc, to search to the hottom of this 
matter, we inserterl in the Bapti,t Herald of Jamaicn, of which a 
thousand each number are printed, and which :Ml'. Barrett tnlces; 
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the following letter, nccompanied with the following protest from the 
deacons nncl leaders whose characters had been impeached. 

Feeling deeply impressed with the importnnce of mnintnining; as f11r ns 
we possil,ly cnn, the chnrnctor of those who nre nssociuted wi1h lls as 
officers of Ll,c churches under our C'nre, we hn,·e, 11t the request of tliose 
who hnvc been so seriously charged with immorality nnd deception, pub
lished II denial, lo which 1heir'n11mes nre affixed. Our pcrsom,1 k110,v
led!fe of these inclivi~n~ls len~ls IIS to ~he belief that they are _upright 
ana <le,·01cd men; 1L 1s poss1blo that m some we may be m1s111ken. 
Should 1my missionnry, or otLer individual, know c,f any 1rncticc in any 
of them contrary to the precepts of the gospel, or inimica lo Its clifl'usiou 
in the enrtli, we shall feel obliged if they will inform us of the same, 
assuring them that our only desire is to check any evil th:it, unknown to 
us, exists. If this is not done, ~e sl,all consider oursch·es ns h,"·ing taken 
e\'ery necessa1·y step lo asccrtnm the truth; und we feel confident that 
our own chnractns. nnd the characters of those with whom we frel it ro 
be a ple11s11re to unite, and to whose \Vorth we bear our most decided 
testimony, will, io the juclgment of nil impartial individual~, be free from 
imputntlon, however general, aud by whomsoever such charges may be 
made. 

W1u.u11 KNTl!B, Falmouth. 
J.E. HENDERSON, Waldensia. 
B. D. DEXTER, Stewart To1vn. 
JoaN CLA.R.B:, Brown's Town. 

PROTEST OF TlIE DEACO~S AND LEADERS OF THE DAPTIST CHURCHES 

AT FALMOUTH, REFUGE, W.ILOE;-.STA, ST.EWA.RT TOWN, 

AND BROWl'iS TOWN. 

Hnving been charged, in common with the officers of other Baptist 
cl1nrches in tl1is isl,md, by srveral missionaries, through the public press, 
wirl1 being immoral in our conduct; oppressh·e in our exactions of money 
from the members of the churches to \1 hich we bdong, and with wilfully 
concealing and conniving at sin in tl1ose who are united with us in church 
fdlowsl1ip, we feel it to be a duty we owe to our clrnrnctcrs. nn<l to the 
churches with which we nre connected, to give to these cl,mges the 
most unqu111lfied denial, nnd to this denial-we subscribe our nnwes, that 
our accusers m11y, if tl1ey cnn, substnnti1110 uny charge of immon,lity, 
deception, or extortion, against us ; and we assure our friends in EngL,ad, 
that, while conscious of many fanlls, our lmmble efforts hn,·e be1,a, and 
still shu11 be, m11dc to extend 1l1e knowledge of Jesus Christ, and we hope 
ever to be kept from imit11ting the conduct of those wl10 hnve so unrighte
ously published c_harges, ns dishonourable to themselves as they are unjust 
to us. 

FALllIOUTH. 

Deacons.-
Rir.hnrd Brown, Falmouth. 
.Andrt!w Dickson, ditto. 
Jol,n Gibhs, ditto. 
Willium Gibson, ditto. 
Thonfas Reid, H11gnc. 
Kenneth Lyon, Hollnnd. 
Alexander 'Green, Bunker's Hill. 
Willium Roid, Hague. 

0 2 

Thomas Cunningham, Green Side. 
,villiam O'Connor, Carrickfoyle. 
J. Whire, Good Hope . 
Jnnws ,vnl111'cc, S,h·er Grove. 
Richard Kerr, Acton Pen. 
Joseph Henry, Orcl'n Purk. 
G1,orgc Drisco, ditto. 
Isanc Steele, Bounty Hall. 
John Kitchen, Salt l\Inrsh. 
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John Reid, Friendship. 
Joseph Spence, Co,Tey. 

Leader8.-
Robert N. Jattett, Salt Marsh. 
George W. Hine, ditto. 
John Whittier, Green Side. 
Robert N. J:iruc.~, Oran~e Valley. 
Robert Dennis, Scbawficld. 

Henry Gale, Goor!f!'.)'s Vnllcy. '' 
John Lawrence, T1lston, 
Jnmcs Lyon, Maxwell, 
Willimn McNeil, Bunker's Hill, 
Benjamin Reid, (fa\c's Valley. 
Jo\m Richards, Irving Tower. 
Mnrk llnrdimnn, Phoonix. 
Peter Bunts, Barret Hull. 
Samuel Fnirolough, Merry Wood. 

REFUGE. 

Deacons.-
Ed ward Ilal'l'ett, Oxford. 
John McLau11;hlin, Kettering. 
'William Mar\ow, Oxford. 
Charles Brown, Refuge. 
William Kerr, Kettering. 

Leadei·s.-
James Spraggs, Dry Valley. 
Samuel Clarke, Spring. 
James Grant, Oxford. 
Samuel Rodney, W ntcr Valley. 
Richard DILl'ling, Hyde. 

W .ALDENSIA. 

DeacoM.-
Richard Barrett, Kinloss. 
Thomas Gardiner, Garradu. 
G. Wales, Roby's Town. 
John ChriesLie, ditto. 
John Black, ditto. 

Leaders.-
George Scott, Kinloss. 

STEWART 

Deacons.-
Edward Samuels, Retreat Pen. 
John Samuels, ditto. 
Joseph Tulloch, Stewart Town. 
John Dale, Manchester. 
Edward Clarke, Chew :Magna. 
William Hall, Biddeford. 
James Rickets, ditto. 
John Cunningham, Hopewell. 
James V. Clark, Swanswick. 
T. Palmer, ditt.o. 
Edward Gordon, Sawyer's Market. 
Thomas Lyon, Barnstaple. 

Leaders.-
Charles Robinson, Domoch. 

Robert Scarlett, Fontabelle. 
George 'White, Peru. 
Henry \Vhitnker, Forest. 
John Bailey, Reserve. 
George Reid, \Vindsor. 
John Hyatt, Hampstead. 
ThomBS Simpson, Chester. 
Robert Meggie, Linton Park. 

TOWN, 

Philip Tl1ompson, Home Castle. 
Henry Lawrence, Lawrence Park. 
Charles McDonnld, Minard. 
Edward Brown, Ricl1mond Pen. 
John Duncan, Industry. 
George Smith, Caledonia. 
Charles Dunbar, ditto. 
John Courrie, Madrns. 
William Bernnrrl, Manchester. 
Jolm Stone, Diddoford, 
Peter Brown, ditto. 
Richard Taylor, HopeweJL 
William Burke, Sportsmnn Hall. 
Thomas Riehnrd Brown, ditto. 
Sam. Austin, Nightingale Grove. 

NEW BffiMINGHAM. 

Deacom.-
Robert Reid, Friendly Hnll. 
Edward Coball, Mabo Hill. 
Thos. Ferguson, Spring Gardens, 

Leaders.-
Sir J. Brissett, N cw Birmingham. 
James Morrison, ditto. 

Richard Barrett, Sion Hill. 
Richard Reid, Mnl10 Hill. 
John Eakinson, Ulster Spring. 
Richnrd Grnbam, Durhnm. 
James Elliott, Spring Gnrclens. 
William Campbell, All Sides. 
George Lawrence, Craig Hill. 
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DROWN'S TOWN, 

Deacone.-
Jnmcs Finlayson, Brown's Town. 
'fhomns Drown Lawrence, ditLo. 
Thomns Darley, Philadelphia. 
George flnmilton, ditto. 
,vmiam Dailing, Drixtoa. 
Robert Pinnock, ditto. 
Ricl1ard Brown, Oran~e Valley. 
William Himmiags, ditto. 
Thomas Cohall, Salem, 
Edward McCain, Aatim, 
James Sadlnnd, Knapdnle. 
Peter Atkinson, Rockey Hill. 
William Trusty, CarcliJf Hall. 

William Lawrence, Brixton. 
James Parke, Knitsford. 
Henry West, C_l"prus. 
George Byles, Hilton Hill. 
Riel1ard McKenzie, Koapda)e. 
Henry H. T11ome, Brix.ton. 
Robert Reed, C,i-prus. 
William Parry, Milford. 
Thomas Marshall, Orange Valley. 
Robert Shaw, Delle Air. 
William Carr, Soutltfield. 
Ed ward Williams, Orange Valley. 
John Drown, Southampton. 
John James Scarlet, Rose Hill. 
George Nibbs, Salisbury. 

Leade1·s.- Charles Harrison, Long Hill. 
Jnmes Webb, Philadelphia. James J. Gabanden, Sturgc Town. 
Richard Christy, ,vaterloo. George Smith, Tobolski. 
Watty .Adams, Minir House. Henry Thomas, Lincoln. 
Tl~e above are the names of every' deacon and leader, with their 

respective residences. One might have reasonably su;iposed, that a 
challenge so publicly made, and signed by the names of all the parties 
implicated, would have drawn forth ,ome specific charges, had there 
been any which could be fairly sustained; but to that document no 
answer had been returned up to the time I left Jamaica. 

You would suppose, from the remarks that have been made respect
ing leaders and deacons, that no other denomination have them. The 
fact is that nearly all haYe them. The Church Lights have them, the 
Presbyterians have them, and, if the Indrpendents have them not, I 
hope they will soon obtain them. In reply to the charge of Mr. 
Whitehorn, a charge a{focting not only ourselves but that useful body 
the Methodists, a charge which the Presbyterians thought affected 
them, they give an account of the manner in which they elect their 
elders, and it is precisely the manner in which we elect our leaders; 
their office also being the same. They state here, and I hope you 
will excuse me for reading it :-

"Our Elders are not men who have offered themselves and their followers 
to us, but arc individuals seleote<l from among the members of our 
churches; and in this selection respect is had only to their moral charac
ter• and Christian attainmeuts. They have no special concern in the 
admission of members. They lmve no class under their care for this pur
poso; and no individuals have ever been admitted into fellowship on 
their recommendation. Members are admitted only un.er they have given 
satisfaction to ourselves; not without much special prirnte examination, 
and weekly instruction in the public classes. All that the elders have 
to do in this work is lo bear testimony, in common with the other mem
bers of the church, in reference to the character of the individuals pro
posed to thorn for admission. The elders do not stand between us ~cl 
our people. ,vitf1 their matters the people come directly and readily to 
ourselves, In no onsc do we receive the report of the elders without evi
clcnce s1Tfficiont to satisfy us of its correctness. On the subject of the 
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undue influence exercised by the lenders, nnd nscribed by implicntion to 
the elders. it mny be enough to state, tl1at the removnl or nn elder from 
bis office in consequence of unfaithfulness lms in no instance oecnsioncd 
the scttin~ up of a new nnd n distinct pnrt.y, nncl !ins given riso to no 
olhn fct>lin~ in tl,e clmrch tlrnn sorrow for his unchristian conduct. 

By weekly cxaminntion nnd constant intercourse with the people, we 
emplo)· tl,c most. cfrect11nl means in onr power to prernnt tbcu\ from 
dl'pcndi11~ for ins1r11ction upon nny other pt'rson in the church thnn our
scln;s, :ind from sinking into indolence nnd curclcssncss. The b11sincss of 
thC' cider consists in obsen·ing t lint the people perform their duties in 
tlic:ir different rdations, ns Chr~stians; in rcportinll' upon the snme to 1tbo 
elmrch; and in a"Sisting the minisler to invcsti;;.nte and decide upon 
suspicious and doubtful cases, which tl1ey do, 1~ot in their individual 
cnpucity, but as a body, or court, o,·cr which the minister presides." 

MESSRS, COWAN AND JAMESON, PRWiDYT.ERIANS. 

I hope that, in tbe remarks which I sliall now moke upon the disci
pline of the church, I shall not be understood to affirm that there is 
nothin(l' bad in it. I have never said so; I should be foolish if I did. 
What I maintnin is this-that we know of nothing bad, or we would 
tum it out. What I maintain is this-and I hope we sliall secure 
from you a full and definitive clearance in thisrnatter-thnt we have; as 
pastors, done to the utmost that Christian gentlenes.•, combined with 
truth, demands from us. We have what arc called inquirers, and 
what are called members. To each of these individuals we per
sonaUy give a ticket. They arc such tickets as you have given you 
to come here; and, if the respected secretary will gather up those 
that have been presented here to-day, it will save me a few pounds 
of expen•e, for they will do just as well as any others. That it is 
possible that some missionaries have given them injudiciously, I do 
not deny; all that I deny is, that I ever had such an instance fairly 
laid before me. That it is possible tl1at some individuals may, in the 
early part of our mission, have placed some confidence in them, I do 
not attemf t to deny; all I say is, that I have heard of no such case, 
nor have witnessed one in the church under my care. You will 
remember that I wrote to the whole of my bretliren on the matt(•r, 
and from the whole of them I liave received answers, averring that 
for several years they have not known of a sin~le instance of the )duel. 
They all allow that, in the early stage of their mission, there might 
be somethin" of the kind, and they used their efforts to repress it. 
But the v~t amount of good outweighs the temporary evil ten 
thousand fold. You will agree with me, I trust, tlrnt it is not neces
sary to destroy every system that hn:i something wrong connected 
with it. Brother Dav says, "I have, m the course of four years, met 
with only one instance of a ~uperstitious regard being, pnid to t~e 
tickets: Many pav a superstitious regard to the· Lords supper: 1s 
that any reason ";hy we should not observe it? Mr. Merrick, a 
young friend who was once a Sunday scholar in my school-the first 
descendant of Africa to whom I gave a bible, and who now, though 
a coloured man; is the pastor of a Christian church; and has, with 
the assistance of a kind father and• brother missionary, erected 
chapels to the amount of 4,000[. sterling,-that individual states 
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thnt he lmows of nothing of the kind ; and the whole of my brother 
missionaries corroborate thnt which I have stated generally. 

Pe1·mit me here, in passing, to refer to another question
Whether instances have been found in Jamnica of persons wishing 
to leave the Baptists, and being refused admission into other churches 
on account of their unfitness for church-fellowship, ]\fr. Dexter 
thus writes:-

With respect to the tickets, never. With respect to bein!l' refu.•ed admis
sion into other churehe.•, never. On !he co11tr.1ry, six or seven, if I mis
take not, were dis111is1wd frnm the church nt Rio Bueno, when it was under 
my care, to the church under Mr. Vine, Others, ngainst wbo,n tb~ce had 
been no charge while with us, ,vere received into tlie same church with
out any inquiry into their clmraeter; while ntl,ers who had been exrladed 
by us fo~ gross crimes, were added to their number without any reference 
being made to the clmreh under whose censure they were lying. One of 
tl1e latter acts ns n deacon in the said church, though his fdlow-members 
and pnstor know, tliat, since he lias hdd Lhat office, Ire has twice be:iten 
his wife in a most. shameful mnnacr. I refer, as yon arc well aware, to 
Rob~rt Fairclough, who was, for tho same fault, excluded from our com
munioo, and 11ever rt'stored. 

Mr. Burchell writes, "Our accusers are continually inviting and 
encouraging- our members to leave us arid join them, and are never 
slow to receive our excluded memhers.H Brother Day writes,, " I do 
not recollect a single instance in which one of our members, wishing 
to leave us, hns been refused admittance to the church of another 
denomination." Brother Henderson says, "Persons have, in one or 
two instances, left the cqngregation to join another denomination, 
alleging, as a reason for so doing, that the Baptists made it so diffi
cult to get to heaven." 

It is necessary now to return to the tickets. I have one of 
them here ; and it is useless for me to say that we have a system 
about it-we have not: nor. have my brethren, so far as I kno,i .= 
and, after having met them for seventeen years, and talked over this 
matter at our stations, I have ga.therecl how they act. Some of them 
never receirn a fiu·thing when they give a ticket; others think that 
they mny as well take the money then as at ~ny other time. The fol
lowing is a foe-simile of the ticket of Edward Barrett:-

Pray for the Co~version of Africa. 

~ ~ IS A MEMBER OF TUE DAPTIST CHURCH IN•FALMOUTH . ...,. 
~ 0 ,. !:; 

f 1842 

WILLIAM KNIBB, 

Pastor. 

Pmy for Grace to live near to God. 
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We do not give ont tl1ese tickets unless the persons como for them, 
and we then tell them what· we think we shall want for tho incidental 
e:1.,-penses during th~ year ; and, if they can afford 4s., to bring that 
amount, or, if they cannot, to bring 3s., or 2s. There is no price set 
on a ticket; and the man who says that there is defames my bre
thren. We choose this time to relieve the poor; nnd, when they 
come for their tickets, instead of giving us any thing, we give them 
something. Nay, frequently, when an old man or an old woman has 
brought me mon·ey, I have given it back, telling them that I cannot, 
and, "'ill not, take it from old people. The inquirers receive the 
same sort of tickets, and the reason we give them is this.:...;.at leastl 
my own reason. Many persons say that they nre Baptists who have 
no connexion with us, and we have no means of ascertaining who 
are in connexion with us as inquirers, without hnving rccoW11e to 
some method of this kind, .As to saying that we could not get the 
money without them, we could get it easily enough. It is said that 
these tickets are viewed with a superstitious regard. I have insti
tuted examinations into the sul,ject, and have prosecuted them till 
tbe members of tbe church haYe asked me, "Do you think we are 
such fools as this 1" But would you not suppose that, if a piece of 
paper produced any effect like this on an unlettered mind, those who 
:knew it would keep from the least contact with such a practice ? 
Would you suppose that, for nn;y purpose whatever, tlte!J would give 
a ticket-let it be a missionary ticket, or any thing else ? , But what is 
the fact? .A young woman wanted to leave Mr. Blyth's church just 
at the time tbat I left Jamaica, and the leader brought me a mission
ary ticket, of which the following is a correct representation, :fiUed 
up, not by the minister, but by an elder; a thing which I have never 
allowed. 

PRESBYTERIAN OHUROH, 1840. 

MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, 0. v. 
~ .!i'iuuon. 

£. s. d. £. s. d. 

J~unry. ......... 10 July, ..... ~- ........ 10 

February, ······-·· 10 August, ............ 10 

March, ············ 10 September, ......... 10 

April, ············ 10 October, ............ JO 

Mny, .............. 10 November, ......... 10 

June, .... .-......... 10 December, ......... 10 
-- ---- - ----
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This card is filled up perfectly, and belongs to the Presbyterian 
church, and is a missionary ticket. It contains upon its face 6s. 
sterling, in lOd. currency, given every month. This, I repeat, is not 
the writing of Mr. Bl;rth, but that of one of his elders; and to show 
tbat the party had pmcl her money, he bas written "full" upon it. I 
do not say that Mr. Blyth m1s wrong in giving the ticket; on the 
contrary, I say he was right: and all that I mean is this-that, be
fore others are blamed, it is desirable to look well to the ways of our 
own houshold. 

With respect to the admission of members into our churche!', I will 
repeat what bas already been in print, that I never have received into 
the Christian church one person whom I dared reject. I have ear
nestly prayed to Goel for direction, and I have seen persons go from 
my door weeping as if their hearts would break, because I would not 
receive them. I know that a great deal of the examination of females 
for church-fellowship devolves upon our wives ; but it is not neces
sary for me to state that there are reasons why females should be thus 
employed, when we think of the former state of Jamaica. It is right 
that this should be done by fomales, who, though unobtrusive, are 
well quolified to form a judgment, and who know what the female 
mind of Jamaica is; who in their humble walk never slacken, though 
seldom praised, but are doing a work which angels will admire, and 
Jesus approve. I say, if we are wrong to take the testimony of our 
wives to the competency of those in scriptural knowledge who wish 
to come into our churches, being females, then we are wrong, and 
shall be wrong still. But, after this examination has been gone 
through, I always speak to the parties in a body, and I will give you 
an account of how long the parties admitted by me in one year have 
been waiting for baptism, and have been regular attendants all the 
time. "Six, for nine years; ten, for eight years; eighty, for seven. 
years ; fifty, for six: years; forty-seven, for five years ; thirty-three, 
for four years; seventy-six, for three and two years ;-making a total 
of three hundred and two." Now, what else can we do? I ask my 
brother ministers who arc older than myself, what would they do ? 
Let them tell us how they receive their members; and then, if their 
plan is better than ours, we will follow it; if uot, we ,vill keep to 
our own. After this address has been given in the pulpit, before the 
whole congregation (I care not who is there} I read the name of every 
individual publicly, with their place of abode, stating that I have 
been satisfied with their confession of faith, but earnestly requesting 
any member, if they know any thing wrong in their conduct, to come 
and tell me ; adding, tha"t, if they do 1....-uow it, and do not apprise me 
of it, their blood rests on their own head, and not on mine.• I then 

·• After this conference was concluded (say Messrs. Sturge nnd lforvoy), 
we liad nn opportunity of witnessing the exominntion to ,vhich tho cancli
dutcs for baptism nrc subjected. A poor old woman was tbo first ex
amined. She wns closely questioned by th(I minister, but more cspeci:,lly 
by tho deacons nod lenders, respecting tho time nod cause of her " coming 
to religion," hor views in wishlng to be b.'l.ptized, nnd on the person nod 
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feel that I have done all I can, for I am not the searcl1er of hearts. 
God has commanded me to baptize those who profess to believe, ond 
I do it. ,v e then always wait a fortnight; and if, ad interim, nothing 
is said--and sometimes there is, respecting some quarrel or other
but, if nothing be said, I baptize them: nncl with this riO'ht hand I 
have thus given admission to thousands into the church or"God. Our 
expulsions are conducted in the same manner. Everv person is ex
pell<·d the church publicly ; and be it known, that we are the only 
denomination who print what we do. Look at the records of other 
Missionary Societies, and find a tabular view, if you can, of the num
ber of their exclusions and restorations. When a person is penitent 
he is forgiven: but he always stands in the church, to he rebuked, 
and admonished that he repeat his crime no more. Do you do so 
here ? Do you "rebuke those that sin before all, that others may 
fear?" Do we do right in pursuing this plan, howeYer painful it may 
be to our own feelings 1 From the time of the London Missionary 
Society commencing its operations in Jamaica, down to the year 1840, 
we l1ave, in this manmr, received into the church of Christ 18,691 
members;* we have had to exclude from our numbers-for it is 
best to tell you all-1934; we have received bnok again, on their 
repentance, in the mmmer I have described, 1631; so that, though 
the receptions are not equal to the exclusions-for some time must 
remain during their repulsion and restoration-in the whole mission, 
abstracting none who may have died under the censure of the church, 
there clo not remain, of those who have been excluded from it, more 
than 303 who were ever connected with it. I ask you whether you can 
show such a return? In the year 183/i we had 13,966 members; we 

offices of Christ. Sbe appeared to be a sim_ple-lJei1rtod woman, anxious 
to forsake sin, and to join herself to n praying people ; but her 1mswe~ 
did r,ot c,·ince thnt clear aquuint:mce with the leading doctrines of Chris
tianity ,Thich was deemed essential; she was the·refare defen·ed. The next 
probationer-a young man-was deemed suitable to be recei,·ed. Bl•fore 
the dl'cision is made, the candidate is requested to withdrnw, and those 
present who are acquainted with him give their sentiments on the correct~ 
ness of his outwurd conduct, what cl1ange is to be observed ia it, and 
whed1er he is ia their opinion a converted character. If it is concluded 
to receive him, he is called in, and after being exl1orted by the minister 
not to put bis trust in the outward ordinance, is informed, that the church 
hos unanimously conclu<led to admit liim as a member; and on the first 
co11Yenient occasion be is baptized. - From Sturge and H11reeys W~t 
Indie,,: Spanult Town, unde,· the care of Rev. M. PMllippo. 

• Year. Baptizod. Restored. Excluded. Marring-es. 
18.35 2606 210 156 1468 
1836 2950 205 213 881 
rn:37 2120 283 296 705 
]838 2874 352 267 1942 
1830 3457 161 541 1614 
1840 •1684 420 461 1256 

Total 18,691 1631 1934 7866 
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have now 27,607, In the year 1835 we hacl 10,000 inquirers; in the 
year 1840 we hacl 18,984. 

I am perfectly awane that statements like these will startle some of 
you. All I can say is, come and see for yourselves. We will open our 
hearts to receive you, we will open our houses to receive you, we will 
open our churches to receive you, and you shall judge for yourselves. 
·when statements which reflected on the character of these people 
were first made known to an assembly of four hundred deacons and 
leaders, not an _unkind word was uttered. although they were charged 
with every abomination that disgraces humanity, and levels it to the 
dust. You are aware of the state in which we found Jamaica. I 
know we have been taunted that our people could not read. Ah! 
who was to teach them to read, when a penal statute hung over the 
back of the negro if he was caught with a book in his hand, and when 
imprisonment was the lot of the missionary who, by readin~ taught 
him the way to heaven 7 To such an extent was this earned, that 
when a respectable proprietor of an estate resident in this country re
quested me to preach on his property, I was strictly forbidden by his 
attorney to. teach one cf the negroes a letter in the word of God. I 
know these are plain truths, but I am a plain-spoken man. Having 
been accused of not teaching persons to read, you have a right to 
know why we did not do it. You are aware of the general licentious
ness that prevailed in Jamaica. To such an extent did it exist, that 
nt an early period of the mission, ofter some searching, I could only 
find one black man and woman that were married in the wholt> parish. 
As soon as we found out a flaw in the law (and I happened to be 
the first to discover it) we availed ourselYes of it. A clergyman of 
the church of England could not marry a slave to t)le person he 
wished to be married to, without the consent of his owner, under a 
penalty of 50l. As soon as I saw that this restriction was confined 
to clergymen of the church of England-the legislature never think
ing that we should have the impudence to marry parties--I set 
to work right and left; and. from the year 1835 down to 1840, the 
Baptist missionaries alone have united in these interesting bonds 
7860 couples, ull of which have since been recognized by the House 
of Assembly as legal. 

And now I am requested by our respected chairman to allow you 
the plensure of unburdening a portion of that substance which, I am 
confident, you long to throw into the treasury of the Lord. .Mind, I 
ask notbin~ for Jamaica .• If you think I am right, you will give it 
me ; but, if any person thinks that I have not made out a clear case 
as far as I have gone, they need not withhold their subscriptions-
our African mission needs the whole. 

The collection having been made, • 
The Uev. W. KNIBB resumed-You will remember, that one of 

the qurstions which I proposed for answer to my brethren, referred 
to thu circumstances in which the emancipated negroes were uow 
placed. I wished to asccrluin whether the prophecies of the planters 
had been realized, that those who were emancipated would become a 
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burden on the parish. Th<i question was, "Ar<i nny of the members 
of your church receiving parochial relief?" It is necessary hare to 
premise, that there are diseases in Jamaica-leprosy-under which 
the laws of the land render it imperative for persons nftlicted to be 
confined in certain places; and sometimes this disease affects Chris
tians ; but, ";tJ1 the exception of five or six such cases, so far us the 
~, cstern_ Union is cono;rned-and it ex_tends a very long woy-the 
mformahon I have received (and that which I have not procured will 
be brought bJ our brother Philippo) states, that there is not one 
single individual, a member of a Baptist church, once a slave that is 
now receiving parish pay. The last year we expended 60oz'. on the 
poor-those that were necessitous; but I um happy to say, that 
these cases arc comparatively rare ; and that, ";t11 all that is lovely, 
and all that is blooming, there is a noble independence of mind 
gathering round the character of the negro, which, while it makes 
him disdain all ecclesiastical support from the state, makes him per-
fectly independent of parochial aid. · 

I ~ave been re9.nes~ed by son~ehrother to state how it is that some 
Baptu;ts have the1.r children christene,i:" I do not know. I know 
that the wives of some Baptist ministers have done it in England; and 
I should like to know why they did it I am sure our Independent 
friends cannot think that a sin. If true, it shows that we are not 
TJery strict Baptists after all. If it be so, it shows that we have not, 
as some have asserted, been very cager in preaching about baptism. 
If the negroes do place implicit reliance upon what we say, and if, in
stead of preaching Christ crucified, we have been preaching about 
baptism, that could no~ be the case. You must either come to the 
conclusion that we have said nothing about it, or that they do not 
care what we say. In fact, so for as I am concerned, I have only 
preached two baptist sermons for the last seventeen years, and I don't 
think I shall preach any more. It is necessary, however, to say, that, 
during 'the period of slavery, every free woman wns bound to have 
her children christened by a church minister, or she could not get a 
certificate of its freedom, aud her children might have been taken by 
the colour of their skin, and sold as slaves. If laws arc to be passed 
of such a nature ns this, derogatory to human right, and recognizing 
the stealing of human beings, can you wonder if, in the infancy of 
our mission, we allowed the members to take possession of l;1 civil 
right, though it was investe~ ~vith what somewhat resembles religious 
mummery? Since the abolition of slavery, I have not heard of 

• Seveml of my brethren, as well as myself, have frequently been re
quested lo baptize infants when ill, nnd sometimes when dying; tlwir 
parents havin~ implored the administration of this rile from the conviction 
that without it their children would be eternally lost. A case of this kind 
occurred to myself just before I left Jamnicn; a poor woman, in nn ngony, 
brought her dying cl,ild, early one sabbnth morning, to me at Kettering, 
imploring me to baptize it as it was dying, nnd suying, with te:irs, that 
she fem·ed it would go to hell if I did not do it. The child died in a 
few hours, but neither she nor her husband was or evei· lwd been a Baptist. 
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single instnnce of this kind. I do not say that there are no such in
stances. All I cnn say is, that, if there are, we hope we shall be for 
given. 

But it hns been said that t]w Baptist missionaries dare not publish 
their accounts; if they did, the Baptist mission would be mined.* 
V cry well: then I will publish mine. I do not care who knows 
what I do. I returned m the year 1835. I received from the 
Baptist Missionary Society, and from the British government (the 
latter being given as a compensation for the ruin of our chapels), 
4860l. old. money, and I have received from the negroes in Jamaica 
(and very little from any body else), that is to say, from the church 
at Falmouth, during the same period, together with its sister churches 
at Refuge and W aldensia, the sum of l 7,705l. 15s. nd. old cur
rency. Now I think I hear some saying, "And what have you 
done with it?'' Why, I have not pocketed it. I have not bought 
any sugar estates. I have no money in the funds ; but I have plenty 
in the negroes' pockets whenever I want it. I will tell you what I 
have done with it. The chapel at Falmouth (and here, lest I should 
forget it, allow me to say that our chapels in the Western Union, 
which I have referred to, that cost this money, seat 27,000 individ
uals) cost 8,000l., seats 2500 persons; fitting up the same, lights, 
monument, &c., 500l. The monument was to commemorate the 
abolition of slavery : was that wrong ? It cost 120 guineas ; it is a 
beautiful white marble one, over the pulpit. If it is wrong to erect 
such a thing, we have done wrong. t '· Fence round the premses, 450!.; 

* The necessity of referring to this, and the reason for publishing an 
account of receipts and expenditure, arises from the injurious reports 
which have been raised against us, and the challenge given in the follow
ing extrnct of a letter, published in the Falmouth Post, April, 1841, and 
copied into other Jamaica newspapers:-" The missionaries of the London 
Society report e\·ery dollar contributed at their stations, and the account 
is annually given to the public, but the missionaries of the Ilaptist Society 
do not, and they dare not make a report to the public of the sums they 
roise and expend, in addition to what they draw from England; they 
know that such an eXJ>osure wonld utterly ruin the Baptist Missionary 
Society. To those who know something of their exactions here, it will, I 
think, nppear an astounding fact toot in addition, they have drawn from 
Englund, in ono yt>ar, nearly £7000, To me it indicates such mpncity for 
money, and such injustice to the churches of England, as, for the honour 
of our common cuusc, is, I trust, unparalleled." 

The writer of this letter openly and honestly attaches his name to tho 
production ; but I spare him an,r further exposure, having no wish to pre
judice the society of which he 1s the senior missionary in the island. 

t "The cn1ancipntcd sons of Africa, in connexion with the church under 
the pastoral cnre of tlie Rev, \V. Knibb, hnve recently erected in this 
pince of worship n splendid marble monument, des;gnecl to perpetuate 
the remembrance of the glorious period when thi.,y cnme into the posses
sion of thnt liberty which was their rio-ht, and of which they h1we proved 
tl1emselves to_ bo so -pre-e!Ilinently ,;orthy. It is sunnounte~ with ~he 
figure of Just.lee, holding m her left bnnd the balances of equity, whilst 
her right Iinnd rests upon tho sword which is pl.'\ced :it her side. Beneath 
this figure tlie likenesses of Granville Shnrp, Sturge, and \Vilberforcc, are 
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mal..--ing 9050l. Erecting a school-room in Fnlmouth, oncl fencing round 
the y:nd, ll 40l. M:ission-liouse pur('.hased, l286l." This is old currency; 
in print,• I will 1·cd11ce it into sterlin~. "Purniture for the same, 411 l. 
6s. 8d. Library-for the use of the mimster, 200l." It contains the Works 
of Howe, ,v atts, Henry, and others, that ministers ve1"1 much love, 
and of which they sometimes make great use. "Ercctmg chapel at 
Refuge, ]510l.; enlarging the same, and school-room, 740l. Furni
ture for Refuge house, lOOl. Erecting chapel ·at Wnldeusin, 1252l. 
13s. 4ct ; enlarging the same, and school-room, 854l. l\Io.king a 
total of 2106l. 13s. 4d. Paid towards purchasing a house at Wal
densia, le-aving a balance of ZOOl. sterling on giving up the station to 
the Re,·. J. E. Henderson, .200[." "Raised and appropriated by the 
church and congregation during these 5 years, for building chapels, 
l l,882l. 4s. 7i,d. Sums voted from the committee and friends in 
En,\;land, 4860[. Balance paid, ll. 15s. 4!d." What have you done 
with the rest? some mll say. I will tell you. "Incidental expenses 
for the year 1835, 174l. 10s. 10d. Carried to building account, 
1774l. 19s. 7d. 1836. Assistant ministers' salary, and part of school
master's ditto, 450l. Lighting, cleaning, and incidental expenses, 
ll8l. 7s. Id. ,n and so it goes on to the end of the chapter. In the 
year 1839, I was subjected to an infamous lawsuit. I had to stand 
at the bar of my country for the purpose of rescuing myself from the 
charge of receiving stolen cheques ; and, such was the baseness of a 
Jamaica jury, that, though the Chief-Justice stated that no one eyer 

arranged in bas-,relief, and tliat of the Rev. W. Knibb appcoi:s· at the 
base. It bears the following inscription:-

D.110 GLOlllA ! 

ER!l.CTED 

BY ID!ANO!l'ATED SONS OF AFRICA 

TO COMMEMOR,\TE 

THE BinTH-DAY OF THEIR FREEDOM 

AUGUST TnE FJ llST, 1838. 
HOPE 

HAJLS TilE ADOLJTION OF SLAVERY 

TBROUGHOl'T THE DRITISII COLONIES 

Ail THE l>AY-SPIUNO OF 

UNIVERSAL LID6RTY 

TO ALL NATIONS OF MEN, WHOM 

GOD "HATli MADE OF ONE DLOOD." 

"ETHIOPIA SHALL SOON tITD.ETOil OUT HER HANDS UNTO oon."-Ps. lxviil. 31. 

Immediately under this inscriytion two African~ are reprcsc~te<l. i~ ~he 
act of b·Jr,ring the broke~ chain an<l useless wlup-_nnother •~ reJn1c1,ng 
in the undisturbed pos!es.51011 of tlie boo~ of Goe~; whilst, ~socinted with 
these, a fond mother 1s JO)'OlL~ly caressmg lhc mfont wluch for tl,e fir~t 
time she can dare to regard as he1· own. Tl1e monument, ns n wl1ole, JS 
one of t\,e best executed pieces of workmunsliip, a11<l is certainly well 
worthy of the people by whom it has been erected."-Buptist Herald, Feb. 

" Bee Tables \n pp. 38--40. 
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brought a more clear caso into court-for I deposed on oath as to the 
falsehood, ond implored the mnn, if he could prove the charge, to do 
so-tho jury found him Not Guilty, This involv-ed me in a personal 
expense of more than 500l. The church came forward with a liber
ality that did them honour, and said, ":Minister, it shall not cost you 
one halfpenny, we will pay the whole." I accepted the sum of 
l00l., which we received from home, though nc.t from the Soeiety. In 
addition to this, we sent to the Anti-slavery Society J 68l., that is, 
l00l. sterling. ,Vben the chapel at Savanna-la-Mar was burnt 
down, though we had not finished our own, and we knew what it was 
to be without one, we sent them 200l. 'When I was here in 1840 
there wns expended in solaries of ministers and supply of stations, 
1320!. I wish it-to be known that, when in.England, I did not receive 
a fraction from the committee, except when I was travelling for them, 
nor do I receive a fraction now. I wish some one would look at these 
accounts, if they are thought not to be right. When I returned; there 
was 58l. in the chest. I had to pay the salaries of two schoolmas
ters, and part of those of two other missionaries; and I was entitled, 
by the resolution of the Society, to 600l., that is, 150/. for each of 
the two missionaries for two years. I ask the committee if I ever 
drew it. I did, when thus oppressed, draw 150l., and more than that 
I ne1·er did. When I drew it, I at once gave up the chapel at 
Waldensia to brother Henderson. He was a younger brother; 
but he was entitled to it for all that. Last year we transmitted 
to the Parent Society, for the Afdcan mission and debt, the sum 
of 200l. We purchased several articles, as wine for the Lord's 
supper, which cost 50l.; 50l. for public taxes, the last we have to 
pay-for so complete is the change that has come over the spirit 
of their dreams, that (it is with the utmost pleasure I state it), 
the opposition has spent itself; and, though it may appear somewhat 
egotistical, I may say, and soy it truly, that whatever I want from those 
who once sought my blood has been given cheerfully. ls it not 
a pity that the church should b~n to quarrel when the world is 
at rest 1 So completely has the House of Assembly been impre~sed 
,vith the value of missionary exertions, that it is a fact, that, unso
licited, they have passed a law relieving missionaries of all denomi
nations from every public ond parochial ta., whatever. .And if my 
brethren will take the trouble to look at the last address from the 
House of Assembly to her Majesty-printed last week, they will find, 
astonishing as Jamaica facts always are, that the House have desig
nated the freedom of the negroes "thnt glorious ~\et of Emancipation." 

It may be said, You must have impoverished these men; You 
are keeping them just above stan-ing point; with this expendi
ture, they must be depressed. 0 that in my native country the 
labouring population were ha1f as well off as they are in my adopted 
country,-! mean in Jamaica! I pity from my soul their condition, 
and detest that economy which points to them as exhibiting the amount 
of happiness that the labouring man ought to possess. Let us try 
this by unothcr test. It was said, that we should ruin the country 
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by <'-Stablishing free villages. The fact is, the plnnters hnve come nncl 
thanked me for it. They have said, " Mr. Knibb, you arc right after 
all." One of the civil questions put to my brethren wns this: " How 
many persons in your church and congregation have purchased land? 
and what is the amount pnid for the same? how many have erected, 
or arc now erecting, dwelling-houses on their freeholds, and at what 
cost?" ,v c took great pains to ascertain this, and here is the result. 
In the Western Union alone (and the other books are oomin~ home) 
since that g-lorious act which made us men, among the despised, and 
robbed, and downcast Baptists, 3,700 persons have already pur
chased that by which they acquired the elective franchise. They have 
purchased this at the cost price, and liavc paid for it. If you ask 
how we l71ow it, I reply, we took the trouble of searching their titles
we do not think it beneath us to give a few hours to these things, 
though we rob "Nature's sweet restorer" in order to do it. They 
have paid for this the sum of 33,013L sterlin~, and in this I do not in
clude Mr. Burchell's account. ·what have they done with their land? 
1,683 of_ them have built neat little cottages. In these hallowed 
spots shall never again be set the tyrant's foot, and, by the blessing 
of God, there poverty, with her withering blast, can never come. These 
erections have cost the sum of 48, I 27l.; so that, while we have spent 
80,000Z. in building houses for God, the people, who have contri
buted 60,000l.,* have spent 81,240l. to build free cottages for them
selves. 

And now in drawing to a close, I hope that I shall receive (if I 
have not stated that which must -exculpate my own brethren, even 
from those who may not be among us) a full justification for not need
lessly speaking about others. This I determined, on my knees, this 
morning, to do; and, being solicited by the honoured individual at 
whose house I was staying to conduct the family worship, I chose 
that beautiful hymn-

" "\'Vhen free from envy, scorn, nnd strife, 
Our wishes all above, 

Each can a brother's failings hide, 
And show a brother's love." 

Conscious of innumerable deficiencies, looking for mercy through the 
blood of the Lamb, I hope that, in defending my brethr~n, who ar~ dear 
to me as life itself, and, in laying before you a plrun, unvarmshed 
statement of the beloved people of my charge, ! have not unn~
cessarily exposed any individual; if I hav~ I smcerely regret 1t. 
They are good men. I believe them to be m1st~ken ;_ a~d, when they 
have had as many trials as I have, when ?omestic a1J!1ct10n has bowed 
them down as it has me, when the dehght of their eyes has been 
tak(:n away jnst as it was budding into life, when a gaol bas immured 
them, and at the bar of their country they have had to endure the sco!fs 
of sinners-then will they tenderly regard the character of every m1s-

• Sec Statement in the Appendix, No. III. 
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sion'.1ry that brenthes. It is oil he hlll!. Tako that nway from him, and 
he sinks nt once ; wealth cannot support him, and talent only makes 
his fall more conspicuous; but, so long as his character is unimpeached, 
he may bid defiance to· every foe on earth, and to every devil in hell.* 
I know I sp:mk strongly. I om aware of my foiling; but I have been 
in tho hot-bed of slavery for years; and though the east wind blew as 
I landed on your coast, it has not quite cooled me. And why? BP
cause I was obliged to put into Havana-to cast my eyes on the 
slave-cultured island that there exists; because I was aware that 
tyranny was revelling in the blood of millions; and because I was 
aware that, if I could not have cleared my brethren from these things, 
a sad and fell blow, irresistible, through America, had been struck 
against the anti-slavery cause. If I am impressed with the weight 
of this momentous subject, it is from the knowledge that the welfare 
of millions of human beings is resting, in a great measure, on your 
decision. It is on this account that I have forsaken, for a time, the 
privacy of Jamaica; but) having accomplished this, if I am spared, I 
l1ope in the capital of America to plead the negros' rights. Seven
tel•n years have I been labouring in the once slave but now free-cu!
turecl islands of tho West-one third of the Jubilee vou are to 
celebrate. Still, by the blessing of God, in the foll vigour of my 
natural sl:rength, I appear among you. The sun has not smitten 
me by day, the moon has not withered my c_onstitution hy night ; 
while frequently, in the lowly hut, I have sat with the beloved mem
bers of my church, or, in the great congregation, have proclaimed to 
them the unsearchable riches of Christ. .And I say you have an 
an1ple reward. I feel that I have. I pay a debt of gr,1titude to this 
Society. When I was but a stripling, unschooled by your academies, 
and untutored in your seats of learning, you accounted me worthy, 
sending me forth on your embassy of mercy; and I look forward to 
many individuals here coming forward to embark in the same cause. 
Remember, if I possess any thing, it has been possessed by cherishing
and I shall cherish it till I expire, and go where it is in perfection
an unconquerablo enmity to every form and vestige of tyranny that 
exists. The incidental benefits of Christianity that we have received 
in Jamaica meet the assertion that is obtruded upon you, that religion 

-is inimical to the rights of man. While its chief concern is to lead 

• "vV c oan easily suppose," says that estimable man, Joseph Jolrn Gurney, 
in !,is recent work on the vV C"stlndies, "that indindual missionaries, during 
that long continuance of conflict and difficulty to which they have been ex
posed, have not always confined themselves within the bounds of prudence 
and moderation. ,v e nre aware oursch·es of some such insmnc~. But 
these circumstances are as nothing, when compnred to the .s-eneml influence 
of these pious men in promoting both tl10 temporal and spiritunl welfare of 
all classes of the commuuity. The Baptist missionaries in Jamaicu, for 
mnny years pnst, have been the. unflinching, untiring friends of the ncgro. 
No threats have daunted them, no insults or l?ersccutions have driven 
them from the field. They nro now reaping their reward in tho devoted 
attachment of the peoplo, and the ioorcasiogly prevalent ackuowfodg
meut of their integrity 11ncl usefulness." 

D 
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!flan to honour, it is ours, and ours alone, to lead man to heaven; it 
JS ours, and OUTS alone, to smooth his rnth to that blessed nbodl'. 
Those who represent Christianity ns immical to present lrnppincss 
are deceived. There may be n fobric encrusted "ith power nnd 
splendour, upon which the smiles of the great may rest; there mny 
be men clothed in l1abiliments hy wl1ioh they represent, or think they 
repre~cnt, tl\c succc~rs of the apostles; there may be men who 
comhme their energies to shut the mouths of the poor, nnd for ever 
t? recluce to a conditi?n. of_pcrfect ahjectness the stnte in which they 
live; but not so Chnstlamty. In her free and gigantic form she 
has, in Jamaica, looked on three lnmdred thousand slaves' and 
mc~ted their bond~; she has looked again, and has, by hPr owr: mys
tenous, her own mherent power, softened the hemt of the former 
tasl.naster ; and now, except in a few instances, you meet not the 
!east opposition, the least tyranny, the leas~ oppression, on the lovely 
islands of the W esl "When I went to Jamaica, seventeen years ago, in 
the parish of Falmouth there was one chapel belonging to the 
Establishment. It would not li.pld 500 people. There was one school, 
kept by a man living in iniquity. Now .there are :five churches, thnh 
mll bold 2,000: there are three Wesleyan chapels, that will seat 3,000 ; 
two Presbyterian, tl1at will seat from 1,500 to 2,000; one Independent, 
I do not l--now what it will seat; and there are six Baptist chapels, that 
will seat 7,500 persons. When I returned to Jamaica, as my esteemed 
friend, Mr. Gurney, is well aware, the first letter that I received, con
gratulating me on my return and wishing me. every blessing, was from 
the hand of a man who fired one of our chapels and destroyed another. 

And now,. perhaps, you wi,11 say, Tbe. work is done. No; we 
have every thing to do. We know not how you look upon us ; but 
we consider ourselves only a.s pioneers in the work. We know that 
many forms of error may arise, unless we carefully watch against 
them. The apostle Paul could not prevent error from creeping into 
the church at Corinth ; and do you think that William Knibb can do 
it at Falmouth ? The .Apostle Peter could not do it; and do you 
think that Brother Burchell can? But both Paul and Knibb, Peter 
and Burchell, wish to tum it out as fast as the devil puts it ill. 

May I refer you to one circ."UIDstance, that will teach you that our 
people can feel as well as talk ? I kn.ow it is of a personal cbaracter7 

but it arises out of the circumstances connected ,vith this discussion. 
When I laid a report before the members of my church, and read the 
title deeds of the chapels-that all those chapels tl1at are ou~ of d~bt 
were vested in trustees-and when they found that the house m which 
I lived the bed on which I reposed, and the furniture which I used, 
was n~t my property, but theirs, and belonged entirely to the church, 
they said, '' .Minister, have you took cam and got a house for your 
wife?" I said, "No: do you think that I wo~ld ~.ke your mo!1ey 
without your leave, and buy a house for Mrs. Kmbb 1 They replied, 
"If you have not got one it is time you had. You go to Kettering, to 
the land left that belong; to you, and you b1!-ild a good house there, 
·and we will pay for it." I took them at their word. I set to work 
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inetantl,t j for Edward Barrett, whom you know, one of those so 
cnlumruntcd-tbat good man tells me that he has every reason to 
believe that he bas been the instrument of bringing ~ix hundred souls 
to Christ-Ed,vnrd Barrett said, "Set about it soon, minister; you 
niny cut"-that is, I might die; « and we cannot hear the thought 
that your wife should go home; let her stop here." I built the 
house, and it cost 1,000!. sterling; and, as soon as it was completed, 
I assigned it over to Mrs. Knibb and our dear children, determined 
not to hold property there. In Kettering House she is now, and I 
hope that the next Herald but one will have a view of this instance
of negro generosity. Take another instance. I went the other day 
to our heloYed brother Abbott, just as he had recovered from a danger
ous illness, and, in attending upon him, a beloved sister who went 
out with us fell a ,ictim to the climate. As Irr- came emaciated from 
the sick room, trembling with disease, the deacons of the church 
came with a large bn" of money in their bands, and said they wanted 
to speak to their minister. They just made th~ following remarks, 
which I heard {being there), and then retired: ":Minister, you must 
have bad a good d·eal of expense in this affliction; the doctor's hilt 
will be heavy; we were afraid it would prevent your getting well, if 
it rested on your mind ; we have gone round, and made a sub
scription, and there it is." A like instance of noble generosity occurred 
on another occasion. One of my Lrother missionaries, Mr. Dalle
well, died after n short residence on the island. The members of the 
church bad never seen him; but I mentioned the circumstance, and 
:requested that-, nt the next administrntion of the Lord's supper, they 
would gi-ve a collection, as a token of Christian sympathy for his 
herenvcd widow; and, on the plates going round, the sum of nearly 
25l. sterling was rcceiyed, and sent to her. Now, ougl1t such persons 
to be defumed? If they have a few foibles, or do sometbiug wrong, 
ought they to be stigmatized? I ask whether human nature does 
not rise in indignation against it? But we will repress the feeling, 
'' Father, fprgive them; for they know not what they do." We ask 
you to extend your sympathies towards us. We have our classes, 
,md we intencl to keep them. I have made a calculation, and I am 
sure we have 600 good men and women that conduct our class-meet
ings. They have built the prayer-houses; they have furnished them 
with benches ; and I have the pleasure of knowing that, every 
Monday night, sixty prayer-meetings me held, to pray that God 
would bless the word preached on the preceding day. 

I know thnt some missionaries have stated, that we have been 
giving the people so much power that we shall lo~e our own. Let 
them have it. I am not afraid of being thought)1ttle among them. 
I have frequently said to them, "The moment you can find a man 
of colour, or a black man, fit to take the pulpit-and I hope that 
will be before these brown hail's become grey-I shull have g:reut 
pleasure in hearing him preach the unsearchab!e riches of Christ." 
But our instrumentality will never be complete till we take another 
st<.>p, viz., to purchase a house, and a good one, for a TnEoLoorc.lL 
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hsrnm10:s, I ho11e you will nssist us in this plan. I have told 
you_ that we nre 12,000l. in deht} that OU\' ngencr in the ,v cstern 
Dmon costs l~0OOl. n year, and thnt we must rmse it somewhere. 
W c must support the missionaries you have sent out, und I ask for 
five more. But I would that you should have the houour of this 
Theological Institution. Let it ]~ear tho vcncmble name of Fuller, or 
Carey. I ask, and I think I ha'l'e a right to ask, that vou should 
have this J~lnce fit~ed up with a part of Y?ur Jubilee Fund. But I 
hear a voice saymg, "1,at are you gomg to do? If we have 
12,000L. to raise during the next year, is not that enough 7 No it is 
not. \\,Ye are determined, if vou will raise 49,000/.,-and it' only 
wants the united effort of the ~Id nn<l the young, the rich and the 
poor-the Western Union will raise lOOOl. to he added to it. 

But I must conclude, not hecause I am tired, for these speeches have 
little effect upon me. I shall be happy to detail more respecting this 
cause; but,as I have felt deeply in clearing our characters, because the 
question of civil liberty is involved, so I see, in the signs of the times, 
the coming of a glorious day, when all nations shall stand in posses
sion of civil and religious liberty. I would, in connexion with all 
that is holy in heaven and right on earth, urge you never to think 
that you can be too severe in your denunciations against every obsta• 
cle which impedes the uprooting of a system, accursed of God, and 
doomed by man. Reason has been asked, and reason has given her 
-voice, "Let slavery perish." Intelligence has been asked, and we 
have heard her echo, " Let the monster die." Civilization has been 
asked, and the response has been, "She has lived too long." Chris
tianity has been asked, and Christianity has replied, "Do unto others 
as ye would that others should do unto you." God, the Father of 
all has "been inquired of, and in the,recorcl of his word he has said, " I 
have made of one blood all nations of men to dwell upon· the face of 
the earth." Doome~, then, the monster is, by the voice of reason; 
by the intelligence of the world ; Ly the voice of the living God; but, 
at present it finds a lurking-place in the Christian chmch. But 
awake, ye sons of Britain-ye who have cradled the civil and reli
gious liberties of the world,, and unrolled their swaddling clothes; 
your voice alighting on .America in ull its power, millions of en
slaved spirits of degraded men, shall there spring up, and bless .the 
land from which the pilgrim fathers cmµe. Deity is on ou,r side, 
eYery attribute is linked with the principles of etern\11 justice. 
Though mercy stands and prevents. the thnn_der-h~lts of justice from 
being hurled at tl1e oppressors, still there is a time when she can 
plead no longer. Millions have perished in .A!11erica ; let this excite 
your s7mpatbies, and engage your prayers .. 1 ou poss~ss the power 
of relieving them, if you will. Upon you the curse will ~est, 1f you 
do it not. With every attribute of earth and heaven with us, the 
signs of the times pressing you on to a final and complete 'victory, I 
beseech you to prepare for the Jubilee of An_ierica, as well as for t~e 
Jubilee of Missions. The time is not far d1Stant, wheth~r you will 
work or not, when God with his own right hand, with his own 



37 

nlmighty power, with the bestowments of his grace, shall send forth 
the heralds of mercy to that lnnd, and you shall hear the jubilee of 
the captives sung; and the American slave, ri~ing from his crouch
ing position, shall coll the land of England blessed. Farewell ! :My 
heart is in Jamaica, while my affections are enkind!P,d here. I think 
every sahbnlh n blank, that I cannot pre.<tch to those 1vho have been 
so traduced. But soon shall I be there; and when I carry, as I 
think I shall, your approbation of our eonduct, my brethren will 
make no r.xultation. We will meet at the mercy-seat; we will bless 
that God who has·a~ain shielded our heads in the day of battle ; and 
rising, nerved with fresh strength, and clothed with fresh am10ur, we 
will capture some of the other islands of the West, and bring them a.s 
trophies to the Redeemer's feet. 

I have great· pleasure in subjoining to this address the resolution 
unanimously passed at Exeter Hall, in reference to the statements 
whioh had been submitted to the attention of the meeting. This reso
lution was moved by the Rev. E. SrnAJ1iE, of Camberwell., and second
ed by the Rev. Dr. CAMPBELL, author of Jethro, and minister of the 
Tabernacle and Tottenham Court Road Chapels. 

"That this meeting unite in the expression of lively gratitude to God for 
thn kind protection alJ'orded to their beloved missionaries now on the plat
form, in their return on this occnsion to theirnati'l'e land, and receive them 
with tlie warmest affection ; nnd they especinlly seize the present moment 
to renew the nssurnnces of their unabated confidence in the Christian cha
ractcr and fidelity of their missionaries in Jamaica, and lo cheer them amidst 
their new trials, and continued toils, witll their sympathy and unfaltering 
support." 
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1 i:35. - SubscriptioDS and DonlltioDS received .••••..•. , , , 
I 836.- ditto, ditto, .•......•••• 
1837.- ditto, ditto, .......... .. 
18119.- ditto, ditto, •••.. .. ••••• 
1838.- ditto, ditto, 
1840.- ditto, ditto, •..•.••••• •, 

Deduct Loan to Waldcnaill. ... ... . 
Balance. ........... . . 

500 0 Ol 
tl47 9 2 5 

£. ,. d. 
1949 10 5 
2072 10 5 
2679 1 8 
3438 0 2~ 
5168 12 1 
S055 9 11~ 

18363 4 9 
647 9 2 

1836-1840. 
£. ,. d. 

183&.-Tncidental Exr.ell!!e.s for the Year ..... 174 10 10 
Co.rrled to llu,ldin~ Account ......... 1774 19 7 

1836.-Asslstnnt Mlnistor I Salary, and port 
or Sohoolm119tcr's, &o. ........ , •• 450 0 0 

Lighting, Cleaning, and Incidentals 118 7 1 
Carried to Iluildlng Account, .••••• H04 3 4 

1837 ,-Assistant .Minister's Salary nod Voted 
lo Schoo~ .................... - • 367 0 0 

Inoldenlal EJCJ?enses ••••••• , • • ••• , 142 8 4 
C11rried to Building Account. ••••••.• 2011 13 4 

1838.-As..•iatant Minister'• Salary 110<1 
Schools ....................... 400 0 0 

Ye11rly gxpenses •••••••• • •••.•.••• 215 6 5 
Suboscriptioo scot to England •.•••••• 1GB 0 0 
Carried to Buildin? Account ••••.••• 2822 13 9 

1839.-Aasistant Mini!ter'& Salary ...... . ... 400 0 0 
Voted to Schools. • . .. • • • • •• . • .. •• 300 0 0 
L11w Ellpenses .................... 400 () 0 
Anti-Slaverh Society •••• •• .•• . • . ... 168 0 0 
Vole<! to C ureh at Savaona-l11-Mar 200 0 0 
Purch11se of Co~t nod Gig Horses for 

three Stations, and Geoerol lnci-
dcn\81 Expenses ................ 621 17 51 

Carried to Building Account.. . • . . • • 3068 14 7 i 
1840.-Salaries or 11:linistcrs nod Supply of 

Stations cluriog W. Knibb's ab;ence 
England (includii his aalary).. .•. 1S20 0 0 

Incidentals for the ear . . .. • . • • • • • 388 0 10 
Voted to Building Account ••••••.• 800 0 0 

£. .. tf. 

1774 19 7 

1404 3 4 

2011 13 4 

2822 13 9 

3068 14 71 

£17705 J6 1 r £11105 15 1 £11882 4 11 
• • • This account is kept in the currency of Jamaica. After this dote the' Monetary System was changed,. and money sterling used. 

£17,705 15,. 7Jd., old currency, amounts to £10,623 9s. 4ld, sterling,--t £147 9,. 2d. curreooy=£85 6,. 6d. sterling. 
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COPY OF ACCOUNTS PRESENTED TO THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY, APRIL 27, 1841, 
BY WILLIAM KNIBB. 

1836-1840. 
£ ,. d. 

Raised and Appropriated by the Church and Congregation 11882 4 7~ 
Sums voted from the Committee and Friends in England •• • 4860 0 0 

Balance ••••••••• ,........................... 1 15 44 

£10744 0 0 

1836-1840. 
£ 1.d.£1.d. 

Erecting Chnpel in F11lmouth ...••.•••••••. 8100 0 0 
Fitting up the same, Lights, Monument, &c. • • 500 0 0 
Fence round the Premises....... . • • • . • • • • • • 450 0 0 

----9050 0 0 
Erecting the Suffield School Room in Fal-

mouth, and Fencing round the Yard •••••• 1140 0 0 
----1140 0 0 

Mission Houae purcb11Sed •••••••••••••••••• 1286 0 0 
Furniture for the same . . . . . . . . • • . . . • • • . . . . 411 6 8 
T.ibrory for the use of Minister.. • • ••••.•• , • 200 0 0 

Erecting Chapel nt Refuge • • . . • • •••••.•• 
Enlnrging the same, nnd School Room .....•• 
Furniture for Rel'uge House • . • • • . • ••••• • • • • 

----1897 6 8 
1510 0 0 
740 0 0 
100 0 0 
----2350 0 0 

.Erecting Chnpel at Wnldensia .•.•..•••••••• 1252 13 4 
Enlarging the aame, and School Room • . • • • • . 854 0 0 

----2106 13 4 
P1Lid towards purohuing: n house at Walden.sin, 

leaving a bafonoe of £300 sterling, on giving 
up the a111tlon lo the Rev. J. E. Hend,;rsou.. 200 0 0 

:WO 0 0 

£16744 0 0 

• • • £16,744 currency ia £10,046 81. alerliog, 

c.,) 
co 



WILLIAM KNIBD IN ACCOUNT WITH THE BAPTIST CHAPEL AT F ALMOUTH. 

Dr. 
1841. £ r. d. 

Janunry. By Cllllh recci\'ed from Rev. W. Dendy,....... 08 6 6 

February. 

Mnrch. 

April. 

May. 

Jnne. 

July. 

August. 

September. 

October. 

November. 

December. 

do. for debt on Society and Mission to Africa, 

including collection ol Refuge ....... 201 4 0 

Collections !IS usuol ••••••••..••.••..•...... 

do. • ••••••.••••.•..•••••••• 

do. 

do. 

do. 
do. 

Collected towards House ..••.•••.•.•••.••••. 

Collections as usual .. • . . • • • . • • . .. • • • • . • .• 

do. .. ................... .. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

115 4 
196 14 

23 0 

93 6 

27 0 

70 2 

137 2 

62 9 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
0 

319 1t 0 

22 13 0 
52 12 0 
20 16 10 

38 19 0 

Total £1'159 O 4 

Cr. 
1841. £ J, d. 

Tr11D1mitted to Porent Society for the debt and for Africa, .•. 200 0 0 

Purchnse of A".olophon ond Exponsep . • . . • . • . • • . • • . . . • . . . . 120 0 0 
Wine for ordinance of the Lord's Supper, ................. 40 0 0 

Dnlnnce on Furniture in Mission-House ..................... 60 0 0 

Sbondry, Hnrnc3il1 ond Inoldentnls •. ..••••••••..••••.•••.. 75 0 0 

W1dows' Fund and M!ociation Expen,ics . ••• . ••.••••.•.• .. . 20 0 0 
Pnid Mr. Wnrd as Sohoolmaslcr, In full of all demnnds ....... 60 0 0 

Medicine and poor for year.... • . . . .. • . .. • • .. .. •• .. ...... . 50 0 0 
Public taxes wt yeor, nod Printing Account •• • ••••.•.••• .• . 50 15 0 

Workmomhip nt Chapel-Pointing same and Fence-and voriou.s 

Inoidentals-nnd ot School Room ...................... 126 0 0 

Oil for Chapel-Lightlng and Cleiining some ............... 50 0 0 

Clock for Chopel ...................................... 12 0 0 

Sent to Anti-Sln\'cry Society ........ '. .......... , ••••..•••• 30 0 0 

Orgonist ond severnl small expenses .............. , ••••.•••• 65 0 0 

Salary-Willinm Knibb .. • .. .. . • .. .. • • . .. • • . . . • .. .. .. • . . • 300 0 0 

Voted to Mrs. K.'s House ... .. ...... . ................... 100 0 0 

DB!aoce ... . ....... , .................... • 100 5 0 

£1459 0 4 

,$>,. 
0 
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APPENDIX. 

No. L LIST OF OII.APELS, MISSION HOUSES, .AND 
SOHOOL-ROOMS 

ERECTED SINCE TH.I!: YEAR 1835. 

WITR THE COST OP EACll IN STERLING, AND DE»nl DUE UPON THE:K. 

" -3 -~ tl ". 0 ~o 00 I j· \ 1 I gi ffli STATIONS. 
~.., s .i -~ ~j 1 By whom builL 
0 <> !lo i~ I ~"' - p. o-
0 .g ~ "j " " A 

0 

----- -- -- --- - -
Montego Bo.y . £8500 .. 3000 1300 350 £700 .. 700 Burchell. 

Shortwood 3500 ~00 1500 .. . . . . . . do. . . 
Mount Carey• 1000 . . 1000 . . 300 .. . . . . do . 

liethel Hill• 1000 . . 1000 .. . . . . . . . . do. 

Falmouth. 6700 . . 2500 700 .. 800 ~400 . . Kaib!,. 

Refuge 1400 . . 1500 200 .. . . 100 . . do. 

Waldensia 1200 . . 1000 200 .. 700 200 300 do. 

Salter's Hill 3500 .. 2200 600 .. 950 Yes .. Dendy. 

Bethtephil 1000 . . 1000 . . .. 950 Yes . . do. 

Snvanna-la-1\'far 3600 . . 1000 100 .. 700 . . 400 Hutchins. 

Fuller's Field . 1000 . . 800 200 .. 400 . . 400 do. 

Lucco. . 3400 2000 1400 600 .. 1000 . . . . Francies. 

Green · Island 1000 . . 600 . . .. ,300 . . 300 do. 

Stewart Town • 1200 . . 1000 t .. 1300 . . 200 Dexier. 

Rio Bueno 1300 . . 1000 t .. . . ,r . . do. 

New Birmingham 500 . . 550 t .. 600 Yes 300 do. 

Brown's Town 3300 1500 2000 500 .. 500 200 . . Clark. 

Bethany 2000 400 1500 .. . . . . . . . . Dutton 

St. Ann's Day 3500 500 2000 ! .. 1200 . . 500 Abbott 

Ocho Rios 1500 250 000 . . .. . . . . . . do. 

Stacey Ville • 230 70 600 t .. II . . . . do. 

Port ·Mariu. 2500 1200 1500 600 .. 500 . . . . Day. 

Orncnbessa 1200 . . 900 . . . . II . . .. do. 

Jericho .. 2035 .. 2000 30 . . 600 Yes . . Clarke and 

::ipringfield 610 .. 800 t . . . . . . . . Merrick. 

Smyrna. 020 . . 750 t . . .. .. . . do. 

Mount Hermon . 810 . . 1400 t . . 300 Yes .. do. 

Bethsitlom 900 700 400 .. . . II . . . . May. 

--
7420\ 35,800 

-- --------
69,711 ,1930 6.50 11,400 900 3100 

Messrs. Henderson, Woolley, Hume, Cornford, Picton, MiUnrd, as well as severol scbool
m:1.Sters who prenoh, nro now engaged nt these stations with the brethron whose nnmes 

nppcnr as builders. 
* Mount Cnroy nml Betl1el Hill Chnpels are not completed. . . . 
t Scl100J held in tho Ohopel. t In house. § With Library. ii One !. bwlding. 
"if The Premises nt this stntion Jmvo been purchnsed by the Baptist Missionary Society 

for n TnEOLOO!CAL INSTITUTIO'.'I, which will he immediately commenced, and to the support 
ol which contributions nro cnm<'Slly solicited. . . . . 

•• In some instnnce.•, ns in Fnlmouth, the cost of the ground 1s mcluded in the sum gtven. 
E 
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No. II. 
Testimony of SIR LIONEL SMITH, G. C. B., in ,·eply to an addrest 

from. the ~ommittl!e of the JJo.ptist M issiona,·y Society, on h0is retfrillg from 
thP S1tuat,on Q{ Govci·no1· <?f Jamaica, 

"The ministc-rs of your Societ)' in Jnmnicn hnvc not only de.served wc-11 
of ~he ~pprc-ss<'d negt'?cs, but lm,·c bl'cn of 1hc stronge.~t support to her 
l\1113,·~ty s. g(?v••r,~mcnt !" that colony, by gfring effect to those mcusures of 
am.,J1orHt1on whtoh ultm111tcly tenninatecfin freedom. 

'"It wns _my du_ty the_re to sec thnt qreat measure, so denrly pmchnscd, 
completed m 1111 its obJects; but it was the constant cnden,·our of the 
planters, notwithstnndiug compensation, to preserve to themselves the ad-
vanta!!'es of slaver,·. · 

_"_Tl,e calumnies so industriously circulntt'd by the plnnters against the 
m1ntS~ers of :r:our clmrd1 have bce:n proportioned to the good they ha'l'e 
do~e_ m e?'posmg oppression, and guiding the uegroes in their moral and 
rehg1ous 1mpro,·ement. 

"T!1e nbuse of such men is quite hnrmless, nncl will nevor, I hope, doter 
the friends of the neg-roes in tbis country from watching over their in
terests." 

SIR LIONEL Sl\fiTH'S reply to an addi·ess .from the ministers of the 
Baptist Westp,rn Union in Jamaica, 

"On my assuming tl1e government of this colony, I strongly expressed 
my relinnce on the whole body of mL"8ionnries, in their high integrity of 
purpose, and in their loyal principles. You more thnn renlized 1111 tbe 
bendits I cxpectc·d from your ministr.v, h_v raising tl1e neg-roes from the 
mental degrndations of slm·ery to the cl,eering obligations of Cl,ristinnity; 
and thi,v were tlrns taught that pntient endnnmce of evil "hich has so 
materi..Uy contributed to the general tranquillity. Even with tl1e nid of a 
vicious nnd well-p:ud press, hoth in Enjal:,ml nnd Jamaica, and, it mrly be 
pre!'Dmed, some habitual con6dence in nmnim juries, the enemies of your 
relii.ion have never dared to go to the proof of their audacious accusations 
against you. 

"Gentlemen, the first year of freedom has passed awny, Wliat were the 
forebodings of its enemies? Where are tl,e vngr:mts? where the squatters? 
where tl,e injuries nguinst proprietors or the persons of white m.-n? Out 
of the 300,000 opprt·ssed slaves, let loose in ,me day to cq1Jnl rights and 
liberty, not a lmman being of that mass has committed himself in :my pf 
those dreaded off.-nces. 

" Tl,e admirable conduct of the peasantry in such a crisis hns constituted 
a proud triumph to the cnuse of religion; and those who contrilmtod to 
enlighten them in their moral duties, through fen;ecutions, insults, and 
dangers, !,ave deserved the regard and esteem o the good and tho just in 
all Christin.n countries," 

E:rtract from MESSRS. STURGE and HARVEY'S "Tow· to the West 
I11dies," p. 380. 

"W c nre unable," soy tJ,ese devoted nnd _intr<'pid !"'-;n," witliin our nllot
ted limits, evMJ to attempt to render j11s11cc to 111L~s1onnry efforls l11 Ja
maica.. Representation cannot picture the happy results of tl,ese efforts, 
description Ciul convey no idea. of t!Jeir excellence nnd magnitude, A 
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few yenrs ngo, tho negroes were heathen nnd benighted; now they 11.re to 
a grcnt C'Xtcnt enlightened nnd Christio.n. The Sabbath, once desecrated, 
is now devoted to public prayer nnd thnnk~giving, nnd to the onjorment 
of Chri9tinn communion. A few yenrs since education wns unknown; no<V 
it is making progrcs.q under mnny dis11d vantages, and wnits but for frel'dom 
to b,•come more gcncrnll.v diffused thnn in our own country. The ~urcess 
of mii<sionar.1· labours among tl,c scrYile populat.ion lins been general and 
striking. Much l111s bt'en done, Ft more re11111ias to be done. Tbo work 
requires tn bt det'pened, stre11gil,ened, 1111d extended; nnd we .-arnt:Srly 
commend these benefactors of the l111m11n rncc, the rnis.•ionarie.s, to the 
more earnest prnyers, to the deeper sympatliics, and to tlie yet more hberal 
support of British ChristilLllll." 

Exfracts from JOSEPH JOHN GURNEY'S "Winter in the WP-st 
Indies," p. 127. 

'' We can easily suppose that individual mission:uies, during that long 
continuance of conflict and difficulty to which they have been exposed, 
ha\'c not ulwnys con lined themscl\'eS within the bounds of prudence and 
moderation. \Ve are ourselves 1twnre of some such instances. Rut these 
circu,ustances arc 11s nothin~, when compared to the general inBuence of 
these pious men, in promoting both the temporul and spiritual welfare of 
all cl11Sses of the community. The Bnptist mi~sionaries in Jama.ica, for 
many yenrs past, have been the 1mflinching, untiring friends of the 
TI<'Jil'O. No rl1reats have dnnnted them, no ini:ults or persecurions have 
driven them from the fi,,lcl. They are now reaping 1beir reward, in the 
devoted 11ttacl11nent of the people nnd 1he incrco..siagly prevalent ucknow
ledgment. of tht>ir integrity and usefulness." 

Speaking- of the general improvement of tl1e island, Mr. Gomey thus 
writes: "But where these points nre confesseclly of high importance, 
tl1erc i~ a fourth which nt once embrncL'S and outwcigl,s rhcm ull-1111can 
the diffusion of vital Cl1risti1111ity. I know that g-rent apprehensions were 
entertained, especially in this country, on rhe ces..satiou of sluvcn·, 1he 
negroes wonlrl break awny at once from tl,eir ma.sters and their mii,istcl'l!. 
But fre~dom hns come, and wl,ile their mnskrs have not been fors,ken, 
their religions teachers have become dearer to tl,em tl111n e,·er. U 11der 
the bnnnt>r of liht>rty the clmrche.q nnd mceting-1,ouses hum been enlarged 
a11d 11111ltiplicd-rhc attendance l1as become regular 11nd devout, the coa
grcg11tions bn,·e in many cases been more than doubled-above nil the 
conversion of soul.,,· (:is we lul\'e renson to believe) bas been going on to 
an cxlt>nt ne,·t>r before known in tl1t>se colonies. In a rcli/?ious point of 
view, ns I ha,·e bt•fore hinted, the wilderness in many places has begun to 
blossom as the rose. 'Instead of the· thorn has come up 1he fir-tree, and 
instend of the briar !ias come np the myrtle tree, nnd it sluill be to the 
Lord for a name, for nn everlustiag sign tba.t shall not be cut off.' " 

Recent Testimonie., of SPECIAL JUSTICES, principall,v in reference to 
tlit! moral c/,amoter of tlie pe11su11try in Jj1maioa. 

J. W. JAoKSoN, Esq., one of the Special Justices for the parishes of St. 
Thomas in tho Yule and St. John's, writes ns fullows :-

" In reply to your letter of the 4th instant, I have not the slighiest 
hesitation to stnte that ocimo has very much decreased among the late 
slaves since their accession to freedom. 
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"These peo1)lc were never addicted to the ruorc hoinous description of 
crime ; the sins t)mt most cnsily beset tl1cm wore. the immccii11.tc offspring, 
the inscparnble collcomitant of slavery; and in throwing off tlio yoke it is 
wonderful how entirely and instantaneously they abnndoned their former 
evil lmbits. 
. "The courts of Quarter Sessions and Common f>fons for this parish (St, 
Thomas in the Vale), lrn vc just been opened and adjourned pl'O fonna, 
-without n single case being brought before the jury. There wns only one 
indictment for larceny, and in that tho witnesses did not nppcar, and the 
prisoner was discliarged, in l1is own recognizance, to nppcar next court. 
The extent and population of the pari~h consid~rcd, as well ns the cxten
siYc jurisdiction of tl1csc courts, which arc only l1cld four times a year, 
renders this fact an important one; and what adds to its vnlue is thllt it 
is not an unusual one. 

"It gives me much plcllSUrc to bear testimony to. the merits of a class 
of persons who are not inferior in morals to any that I ever met ,vith, 
either in this country or in Europe. 

Guy's Hill Di,.•lt·ict, St. Thoma.~ in the Vale.-Respcoting this district 
Special Justice WALSH writes as follows:-

" Your valued letter of the 4th instant is this moment to hand, and I 
frequently have reported to the governors of this islnncl, from time to 
time, my conviction that crime generally lmd decrensed with the coloured 
populatio~ since freedom ; ho~evcr1 from a residence of nearly ~ight years 
in the neighbourhood of Guys I-hi!, I am able to say tbat.otnno, to ruy 
positive knowledge, bas decreased since emancipation, and that a more 
industrious population does nowl1ere exist. 

"The question, as to whether crime has increased or decreased in this 
Island sinee emancipation, is one of some consideration, nncl can only be 
best answered by tbe special justices with whom lay the exclusive adju
dication of all offences for a period of four years-the apprenticeship, and 
with wboin a powerful local knowledge is yet preserved, 

"In the largo towns, where Yice first buds in t'\·ery country, crime mny 
be fairlv estimated on the increase, but much is owing, in mv opinion, 
to the hasty movements ofindividuals, instead of using mild measures, 

"As your friend wunts a definite answer to the question, I have an
swered it from my own knowledge of nearly eight years' residence ln the 
neiglibourhood_; but, as in oJher pa:ts of t~e isla~d gentlemen mny ~nter
tain different views as to their own 11nmed1ate nc1ghbourbood, I attribute, 
in n great degree, the enlightened and quiet, peaceable condition of Guy's 
Hill district to yollr own exertions as well as those or your brethren. 

"One word more, to dissolve the question as to lhc increase ordccreasl• 
of crime. In slavery, every thin&" was hiddenly punis~ed, u~d no record 
of any thing, however severe; smce freedom, every little tbmg l1as been 
exposed to the public eye, and particularly for the first two years of 
freedom, an anxiety [ opinion J, prevailed that to punish the ncgro was the 
best mctl1od of subduing him. ' 

Respecting the Moneague District, Special Justice W ooLFnY says:-

" I have not tbe least hesitation in saying tlint crime hna considcr~bly 
diminished since the abrogation of slavery and ti1e apprenticeship. In 
the parish of St. John, the treadwheel has been sold, and tho supervisor 
has received notice to quit at tl1e end of lhe quarter." 
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No. Ill. 

LIST OF FREEHOLD VILLAGES .AND SETTLEMENTS, 

OONSISTJNO OF LAND roncJJASED AND COTTAOF.S F.RECTJ;:D JJY lffiMJlERS OF Tlffi 

VAllJOUS OONGllEOATIONS CONNECTED WITH Tm: DAPTIST WF.STF.JlN UNION. 

,T.A.TIOl'II. No. or V,dnenr No. n( V.a.Iuc of Tow. 
Pertan-. l..anJ. Hc,u.-.e11. }I,,~--_£ ___ -- -y-£ 

Montego Bny District ........ .. .. 246 5439 218 9156 14595 
Falmouth ............ ..... .......... 170 4000 60 2100 6100 
*Kettering & small Settlements 278 5056 80 3.liOO 8556 
*I-loby Town ....................... 230 1200 200 5000 6200 
Salter's Hill ....................... . 160 1500 80 1360 2860 
Stewart Town ...................... 396 4090 170 3969 8059 
·•Brown's Town .................... 120 2361 75 3251 5612 
*Sturge Town ...................... 117 700 70 2100 2800 · 
"'Buxton ........ ... ........... .. .. . . 77 521 73 2107 2628 
*Wilberforce ··· ·· ··········· ·· ···· 45 200 20 380 580 
'Philadelphia ...................... (i(J 360 66 1200 1560 
'-Salem .............................. 25 130 20 400 530 
~·content ........................... 11 50 11 700 750 
Small Settlements ................. 31 220 19 710 930 
*Bethany ............. .. ..... .. ..... llO 2075 160 1350 3425 
Rio Bueno District.. .............. 84 1000 29 2000 3000 
St. Ann's Bay District.. ......... 200 2000 200 6000 8000 
Ocho Rios District ................. 150 1500 1500 
*Stacey Ville ...... , ................ 100 150 150 
Port Maria District ................ 200 1000 1000 
Lucca District ................... . 300 2400 200 10000 12400 
Qurucy's l\iount District . . ...... 200 2.1i00 50 2600 5100 

. -----------
3316 38452 1801 57883 96335 

• These aro nil newly formed free villages. 

It is computed tbnt tbo gross value of this property, nil of which has 
been created sinco Lhc Aot of .EmancipnLion, cannoL be.Jess than £100,000, 
sterling moaoy. 
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DESCRIPTfON OF THB ENGRAVINGS. 

No. I. FALMOUTH CHAPEL, 
Erected by \VlLLIAM KNrnB, was finished in 1838. Its dimensions arc 

eighty feet ~y sixty, with deep galleries nnd YCslries, nud seats 2,6.00 per
sons. On thlS spot the old chapel, destroyed by the Coloninl Church Union 
in 1832, formerly stood. 

No. 2. INTERIOR OF THE ABOVE CHAPEL, 
Representing tho celebration of the dny of freedom, August 1st, 1838, 

on which day an A~TI-SLAVEI\Y Soc1ET¥, connected with the British and 
Foreign ~nti-slavcry Society, was formed.-Tho chair wns occupied by 
an CillB.Ilcipn.ted n egro. 

• No. 3. SUFFIELD SCHOOL-ROOM. 
This school is situ:,,ted in Trelawney Street, Falmoutl1, and wns the first 

erected in the parish. Built by \V. KNrnn in 1838, forty-five feet by tl1irty
.five. The missi~n house on the right is tbo residence of \V. Kl'.on11. 

No. 4. REFUGE CHAPEL, TRELAWNRY. 
This chapel wns erected by \V1LLIAM KNIDB in 1839. Since this cut 

was taken, it has been enlarged, and a school-room annexed. IL is 
now seventy-five feet by fifty, and holds 1,500 persons:· the. church is a 
branch from the Falmouth. 

No .• 5. MISSION PREMISES, ST. ANN'S BAY. 
The chapel on this cngravi.Rg was originally erected by the Rev. 

JAl!ES CouLTAnT, whose remains rest, until the resurrection of the just, 
behind the building. It was considerably enlarged by the present pastor, 
tbe Re,·. TaoMAS AnnoTT, whose re~idence is seen in the dist.anoe. The 
whole premises are worth full 1;6,000, The chnpel accommodates 2,000 
persons. 

Xo. 6. STEWART TOWN CHAPEL AND MISSION HOUSE 
ls situated in th.<! parish of Trela.wnoy, nod is under the pnstornl en.re of 

Mr. DEXTER, by whom the buildings l1ave been erected. This clmroh 
is a branch of Falmouth; there is a schoolmaster's house not seen In the 
plate. The ch:ipcl is sixty feet by forty. Tbo whole premises nrc worth 
£3,000. 

No. 7. BETHTEPHIL CHAPEL AND MISSION HOUSE. 
This station is in the parish of St. James', and was commenced abotLt 

J S:36, by \V ALTEll DENDY. The church was partly formed from thflt at 
Fa.lmouth, and partly from that at Salter's Hill. There is n schoolmnstcr's 
house not seen m the picture, and fifteen acres of land arc connected with 
tb.e premises. The chupel wi II accommodate 1,000 person~. The premises 
are worth neatly £.'3,000. Ma. P1cToN now resides at this station, 

No. 8, SALTER'S HILL CHAPEL, &c. 
Tliis chapel, school house, and mission house, arc in St. Jumcij', Tl1is 

ehurch originally met on a ncighho111i11g estate, under care of MosF.s 
BAHER, from America, a good man, but rather superstitious, This wos the 
ouly BaptiBL ch111C'h iu.thc county when Mr. Ilurcl1ell commenced hi~. 
labours in J8i3. There is not now a nutil'c Baptist elmpcl or church, that 
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l nm ll.\Vnre of, either in St. Jnmcs', Trelawney, St . .Ann's, Hanover, or 
W cstmorelo.nd parishes. The buildings wero erected by WALTilR DENDY, 
the present pnstor. A echoolmnstcr's house l1as been erected since 
the view wns token. The chapel holds 2,200 persons, and the premises 
nrc worth nearly £6,000. 

No. O. OLD CH.APEL, MONTEGO BAY. 
This le n view of one of the chapels destroyed in 1832. It is inserted 

here because it is the only relic we have of our fonncr chapels. The 
house was pnrchased and much enlarged by Mr. Burchen, and wi1hin its 
pencef11l walls l hnvo of1cn seen 2,000 persons present ut six o'clock at a 
prayer mectinl!', on Sabbath mornings, and tears of joy have often sufi'u.sed 
my cheeks while I Lave joined them, tlie11 slarns, in singing, 

"Welcome, sweet day of rest, 
That saw the Lord arise; 
Welcome to this re,;,iving breast, 
And these rejoicing eyes." 

No. 10. NEW CHAPEL, MONTEGO BAY. 

Bnilt on the same spot "'hero the old one formerly stood. It was erected 
by MR, Bxmom,LL, and is the largest in tl1e Western Unfon. The house is 
the residence of Mn. Bo1toHELL. There is n neat school-room in the same 
to,vn, and IL large house, purchnsed for n "refuge for the poor," not seen 
in the plate. The whole premises :ire worth more than £10,000. l\'fR. 
BuRCIIELL is the pr«.>scnt pastor, but c-xpccts soon to n•sign the charge, 
that ho may more fully d._.vote himself to tl1e country stations, where he 
is now building three cliapels which "ill cost at least £6,000. 

No. 11. BROWN'S TOWN, ST. ANN'S. 
Bnptist chnpel and mission hou,e. Tl,is station was eommenced by the 

lamented SAMUEL N1ceor.s, nnd the chnpel was destro~ed under martin! law 
in 1832. The station is now under the cnre of l\fo, JonN CLAR.KE, by 
whom t.ho present building was completed. The premises are worth 
nbout £6,000. Accommodation in the chnpel for 2,000; school-room 
liOO. 

No.12. CHAPEL AT SAVANNA-LA-MAR, WESTMORELAi\'lJ. 
This clinpel was destroved h>7 fire about 1840. Here the former chapel 

stood, dt'stroyecl by the Oolonial Cl,urch Union in 1832. Tliisstation was 
commcnc._.d in J 820, by \V1LL1AM KN1on. A new oh11pel lms been compl.-ted, 
the same in description as the one di-stroyed by !ir..-, hut ono,-third larg-er. 
Jo1rn HuTCIIINS is the present pa..stor. There is a school houso and n mission 
lionse connected with this station, nud the whole premises are worth full 
£5,000. The chnpel, when galleries arc finished, will sent 1,600 persons. 

No. 13. BETHSALEM MISSION HOUSE. 
This is n ";ew of tl10 house purchased by l\lr. DENDY, at or near ~fa-roon 

Toinri in St. ELtz~n&Ta's. It is oow used both ns the residence of i\'fa. MA v 
ancl f;r a chapel The ~cene reprt'Sents the Maroons brinl!'ing up the goods 
of the missionary. ,v1ien these people_henrd thnt 1\111. i'V~AY was arrived, 
mnn,, of them walkt>d to Falmonth, u distance of forty miles, to carry up 
l,is goods wl1ich they 01,rrie,l on their heads, tl,c roncl being impass1,hl.- for 
n cart; n~r would they take uny remunen,ti'.rn for so doing. At this stat_ion 
n chapt'I is much needed, and, l hope, will soon be erected. Prewises 
worth £1,000. 
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No. 14. WALDENSIA CHAPEL. 

It is situate in the VALLEY oF PmnMoNT, TtmLA WNEY, The chnpol in 
this sequester<'d spot wns built hy W. KNmn; the church formed from 
tl1e one at Falmouth: now under the pnstornl care of Mn. 1-IENDEIISON. 

Since this cut was taken, it has been enlarged one-third, nnd a lnrge 
school-room completed. The residence of tho missionary is at Haby 
Town, about a mile from the premises. The chapel will hold 1,000 per
sons; tl,e school room 400; the whole mission premises, including the 
house and land, arc worth £2,500. 

No. 15. MANN'S HILL CHAPEL, RIO BUENO. 

This chapel is situated at n smnll sea-port in Trelawney, and was built by 
W. KNJBD, in 1838, for the Rev. B. B. DEXTER, The church was formed from 
the one at Falmoutl1, and is now under the care of Mn. ConNFono. Tho 
house near the sea is the one in which this station was commenced by the 
energetic missionary, Mr. MANN, whose name the chapel bears. I a the ruins 
of the former cliapel, bumt by the Colonial Union in Hl.'32,-the same spot 
on·which the present now stands,-the ruins were completely covered with 
a shrub called the tree ef life, which drew from J. Montgomery, Esq., the 
following touching lines:-

Where flnmes de,ourcd the house of God; 
Kindled by hell, with heaven at strife, 

Up sprang, spontaneous from tlic sod, 
A forest of the tree of life, 

Meet emblem of the snnctunry 
,vhieb there had been, and yet should be. 

Now, on the same tl1rice liaTiowed spot, 
In peace a second temple stands; 

And God hath snid, "Destroy it not;" 
For, lo ! tl,e blessing he commands, 

As dew on Hermon's hill of yore, 
Life, even life for evermore. 

Tlie mission premises here arc worth ubout £1,600. The chapel l10lds 
1,000 persons, including school-room. 

No. 16. BAPTIST CHAPEL, OCHO RIOS, ST. ANN'S. 
The chapel at Ocho Rios wns erected by the Rov. T11ol!AS AnnoTT, It 

seats 900 pc:rsons, aad cost £1,200 in building. The chapel ~ormerly 
standing on this bay was burnt.by the Colonial Church Un1on, m 1832. 
The present pastor is Mr. MILLARD. 

No. )7. THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTION AT CALABAR, 
TRELAWNEY. 

This building has been P?rchased by the Baptist Missiona!y Society, nt 
a cost, including the repairs, of £1,000 ~terlJ•% !? be paid out !lf the 
Jubilee fund. It is expected tliat ~ho Iost,_tu~1on w!ll be rn operation by 
the end of the year; and towards Jt s11bscr1pt1ons will bo most thankfully 
receh·ed. 

J. Haddon, Prinler, C1111le Street, Finsbury, 



No. 1. FA..LMOUTH CHAPEL. 



Xo. 2. INTERIOR OF THE BAPTL'ST CHAPEL, FALMOUTH. 



No. 3. SUFFIELD SCHOOL-ROOM. 

No. 4. ' REFUGE CHAPEL, TRELA WNEY. 



No. 5. MISSION PREMISES, ST. ANN'S BAY. 



No. 6. STEW ART TOWN CHAPEL, AND MISSION HOUSE, TRELA WNEY. 
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No. 7, BETHTEPHIL CH.APEL ~ND .MJSSION HOUSE, ST. J.AMES'S. 



No. 8. SALTER'S IDLL CHAPEL, SCHOOL HOUSE, AND MISSION HOUSE, ST. JAMES'S. 



No .. 9. OLD BAPTIST C,HAPEL, DESTROYED 1832, AT MONTEGO BAY. 



No. 10. NEW CHAPEL, MONTEGO BAY, ST. JAMES'S. 



No. II. BROWN'S -TOWN, ST. ANN'S. 



No. 12. CH.APEL AT SAVANNA-LA-MAR, WESTMORELAND. 
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No.13. BETHSALEM MISSION HOOSE, ST. ELIZABETH'S. 



No. 14. W ALDENSL\. CH.APEL, VALLEY OF PIEDMONT, 
TRELAWNEY. 

No. 15. MANNS HILL CHAPEL, RIO BUENO, TRELA WNEY. 



No. 16. BAPTIST CHAPEL, OCHO RIOS, ST. ANN'S. 



No. 17. THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTION AT CALAB.A.R, IN TRELA WNEY. 



TWO SERMONS 

PREACHED AT KETTERING ON THE 31st OF MAY, AND THE J,t OF JUNE, 184:!, 

DllFORE TIIE 

BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 



TWO SERMONS 

PREACHED AT KETTERING ON 'l'HE 31st OF MAY, AND THE 

ht OF JUNE, 1842, 

BEfOnB nn: 

BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 

:\T .\ 

SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING HE.LD IN CEI.EDRATION 

o, m, 

FIFTIETH YEAR; 

WITH AN ACCOUNT OF THE MEETING. 

LONDON: 

THE SOCIETY'S HOUSE, 6, FEN COURT, FENCHURCH &TREET; 
,\NO n\' 

HOULSTON AND Sl'ONJUIAN, OS, PATERNOSTER ROW. 



J, JU.ODON', CASTLE 8TRBKT, l'lN'ff'IIURV, 



AN ACCOUNT, 

&c. &c. 

Two events have taken place in our country, which, however 
much they may be overlooked or despised by the irreligious, are 
exerting, and will continue to exert, a mighty and beneficial influ
ence ; one, the rise of the Puritans, the other, the commencement in 
modern times of voluntary and united efforts for sending the gospel 
to the heathen. These events resomble fountains amidst the hills, 
whose streams, enlarging as they roll onward, enrich whole provinces, 
and give animation and prosperity to villages and cities. 

"It shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the 
Lord's house shall he established on the top of the mountains, and 
shall be exalted above the hills, and all nations shall flow unto it." 
This is the unchangeable truth of God, and must be accomplished; 
and whatever promotes the progress of that kingdom, which is to 
extend its triumphs and its blessings through the whole world, de
serves attentive regard, and calls for lively gratitude. 

The importance of the occurrences connected with the formation 
of our Missionary Society in 1792, will be felt more and more in 
proportion as their results are developed, and the principles and 
objects of the pious and excellent men engaged in them ore under
stood and appreciated. They were recipients, and therefore they 
felt that they ought to be dispensers, of divine mercy. They 
were the means, in the hands of God, of commencing a movement, 
bold as the designs of Napoleon, but neither ambitious nor de
structive ; and romantic as the crusades, but neither superstitious 
nor visionary. They were exposed to unknown dangers, like Co
lumbus, and resolved to brave them; not through curiosity and 
love of gain, hut in dependence on God, and through zeal for his 
glory. They united in themselves benevolence and courage, like 
Hownrd ; but with purposes of mercy still more ample and sublime. 
In short, they acted ns disciples of the Lord Jesus, ancl in faith and 
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prayer took tl1eir place amongst his devoted servants, wl10 from ngo 
to ag<' hnvc not counted their lives dear unto them ; so dcat· was his 
honour, nnd so sweet the prospect of his approbation. It was not, 
therefore, without reason, that the Committee of the Baptist Mission
ary Society resolved to celebrate this the fiftieth year of its existence 
as a JulJilee year, with special meetings and services. Nor was the 
announcement received without a general expression of satisfaction 
and pleasure, that the first public general Jubilee Meeting should be 
held at KETIERING, tl1e place where the Society was instituted. The 
time fixed upon was Tuesday, the 31st of M:ay, and the 1st and 2d 
of June. 

Kettering is a small respectable town, pleasantly situated, in a 
landscape diven,--i.fied by hill and dale and enriched by abundance of 
trees, about fourteen miles from Northampton. For some weeks. 
previous to the meeting, the Jubilee Sub-committee, in conjunction 
with tbe Re,. W. Ron:rxsoN, pastor of the Baptist church, Kettering, 
J. C. GoTcn, Esq. and his family, and other friends there, were 
busily engaged in making arrangements and preparations; and com
mittees were formed by the friends at Kettering for providing accom
modation, refreshment, and conveyance from tbe nenrest railroad 
station for the expected visitors. The friends of the Independent 
denomination, and indeed the inhabitants of the town generally; 
entered heartily into the business, expressed cordial sympathy with 
the object, and afforded kind and acceptable co-operation through
out. On Lord's day, 29th May, the rev . .A. G. FuLLER, who had 
been invited for that purpose, preached at the Baptist meeting-house 
in the morning, and at the Independent meciing-hoiise in the after
noon, and the rev. J. RussELL preached at the same plnces the alternate 
times. .All the sermons partook of a missionary character. In the 
evening Mr. Russell gave a missionary address to the Sunday school 
children and young people of both congregations, at the Independent 
meeting-house ; and at the Baptist meeting-housP. n prayer-meeting 
was afterwards held, which was crowded, and :Mr. Fuller gave an 
interesting address, with touching allusions to his own early days, as 
connected with remembrances of his beloved and honoured father, 

Kettering was the birthplace of WILLIAM KNmn, 1-Ie arrived in 
the neighbourhood on Saturday evening, and paid a sl1ort visit to his 
relatives, and then returned to Northampton, to preach on the Sab
bath, and attend a juliilee breakfast, which the Rev. "\V. Gray and 
his friends had resolved to hold there on the Monday morning. The 
breakfast, we understand, was well attended, and nftenvards, Mr. 
Knibb, Mr. Gray, and other friends, came over to Kettering. There 
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wns in the town on Monday a degree of excitement, which 
continued to increase as visitors arrived on that and the following 
doys. All had looks of pleasure and expectation, which were not 
the less for being mingled with thoughtfulness consistent with the 
occasion. As they approached the town from Northampton (if they 
lmew the neighbourhood, or had a companion who did), they would 
notice on their left a farm-house where the zealous and excellent 
missionary, John Chamberlain, spent part of his early days; at all 
events they would think of Fuller, and Gardner, and Knibb, and 
Toller, and Hall, names so honourable, and directly connected with 
the place, and of many others indirectly associated with it, and of the 
mission which there took its rise. The indulgence of these thoughts, 
and of grateful feelings connected with them, was, we doubt not, in 
multitudes of cases, a pleasure which alone made it worth while to 
take thejourney. On their arrival, the friends proceeded direcily to 
the house in which the Missionary Society was formed. By the nu
merous· engravings of it the house has become familiar to most per
sons ; but there is nothing like the sight of the thing itself. There 
it was, a respectable family residence, with old trees about it, and 
a front garden, and with green fields opposite to it, on the other 
side of the street. The owllcrs of the property, with great 
kindness and courtesy, bad lent the premises for the accommoda
tion of the Society. On reaching the house, the - visitor had to 
make his way to the front gate through a crowd of idlers, assembled 
to sec what was going on. In the hall he obtained tickets for re
freshments, in a room on the right he was directed where to find 
sleeping accommodation, and in another room he could, when need
ful, sccuro n place in a conveyance back to the railway station. .And 
where was the Mission first formed? was the question naturally pro
posed; and the inquirer was introduced into the "back parlour," 
which happened then to b<, somewhat dark, but whence beams of 
heavenly light have gone forth to the ends of the earth. He was 
shown, too, the identical table around which the good men sat 
who are now, we doubt not, most of them-indeed all but one, 
who still sojourns here below-sitting on thrones of glory above. 
The room is now larger than when the Baptist Missionary Society was 
fom1ecl there, but the original dimensions are exactly traceable by 
marks on the floor. There was something affecting in the darkness 
of the room. Visitors trocl softly; tl1ey scemccl to commune with the 
clcpnrtell. They remembered Fuller, and Ryland, and Pearce, and 
Sutcliff, and Carey. Their thoughts went to distant regions of th(' 

east nncl west; they rose higher, und they n:joieecl in the assur-
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ance that thou..<1ands are before the throne of God nnd the Lnmb, 
the blessed fruits of missionary enterprise, and they praised Him 
who is the fountain of mercy, the God and Fathe1· of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who put that work into the hearts and hands of his 
servants, and sustained and prospered them in it. Tho room was 
darkened by the tent erected behind the house for the public 
meeting. At the back of the house, but of greater width, is a 
spacious and pleasant lawn, with lofty frees along the sides, 
flowering shrubs between the trees, and a summer-house in the 
centre at the further end. This lawn was entirely covered with 
awning, of considerable height in the centre and sloping down 
to each side, where it was fastened to the trees or walls, 
while five rows of poles supported the interior. It enclosed the 
shrubs, wi.ih their beautiful blossoms, and formed an immense 
area, which was covered with seats, with boards for the feet; gas 
also was laid on, ready to be lighted up, and fill the whole place 
with its brilliancy at the evening meeting. After surveying the 
tent, many of the visitors took a glimpse of the chapel where Fuller 
preached, and in the ground adjoining which his dust reposes. It 
should be mentioned, that close to the mission house is Mr. Gotoh's 
residence, where a large number of friends partook of the hospitable 
and kind attentions of himself and family. As it was not, however, 
a meeting of an auxiliary, but of the Missionary Society itself, and as 
the numbers expected were far greater than any private hospitality 
could meet, it was resolved to have a public refreshment room, where 
friends could obtain accommodatioi;i, and at the same time have the 
pleasure of be1ng together. For this purpose the large and con
venient British school rooms belonging to the town were fitted 
up, and they answered admirably. Some fair hands had added grace 
and beauty to the scene, by surrounding the rooms with festoons of 
flowers. 

The first public service was held on Tuesday evening, in tho Bap
tist meeting-house, which, some time before the appointed hour, was 
quite full. When the first hymn was given out the strain arose 
sweetly and solcIDDly, expressive of the joyous and holy feelings of 
many hearts. The rev. Dr. Hoby led the thanksgivings and suppli
cations of the assembly, in which the description was realized, 

" The saint.a in prayer appear as one 
In word, and deed, and mind, 

While with tl1e Father and the Son 
Sweet fellowship they lin<l." 



And then the rev, Benjamin Godwin of Oxford, although suffering 
from the effects of a recent foll, preached with great energy, for
getting himself in the excitement of the high and delightful themes 
on which he discoursed. "How amiable are thy tabernacles, 0 
Lord of hosts r• How widely different the calm, sweet, holy service 
of our God, from the tumultuous and cruel worship of a heathen 
deity ! ·while the above service took place at the Baptist meeeting
house, another similar to it was held at Mr. Toller's, which was 
also filled. And the rev. ANDREW LESLIE, missionary from Monghyr, 
preached, from Acts :xiv. 27, a sermon replete with interesting and 
important details respecting the East India mission, and the ab
surd, impure, and crnel superstitions of the people among whom it is 
planted. 

On W cdncsday an early prayer-meeting was held at the Baptist 
meeting-house. The weather was fine, the morning air fresh and 
invigorating, and the friends, evidently feeling that it was a suitable 
preparation for the engagements of the day, crowded to the place, 
which was completely filled. The revds. John Statham and 
William Groser engaged in prayer ; and the rev. Charles Stovel 
delivered an address, with appropriate cautions as to the principles by 
which we should be actuated. Immediately after breakfast the 
streets leading to the tent were all alive, and streams of people were 
seen making their way thither. The tent rapidly filled, and it was 
soon evident that, large as it was, it could not contain all the friends 
who had congregated together in the town, with those who con
tinued to arrive. Arrangements were therefore made for an addi
tional morning service at the Independent meeting-house. The tent 
when full presented a fine, noble, and exhilarating spectacle. A deep 
and sacred pleasure seemed to be felt by the vast assembly, and the 
faint murmur of friends whispering together sank into a profound 
silence as one of the ministers rose to give out a hymn. When 
all united together in praise, and their voices rose as one mighty, 
swelling, harmonious sound, the effect was overwhelming. The 
rev. James Acworth, of Horton College, engaged in prayer, and the 
rev. EDWARD SrnANE of Camberwcll preached, whose clear and 
pleasant tones of voice were, we believe, distinctly heard by the 
whole of that vast multitude. At the lndeptmdent meeting-house, 
praise and prayer having been offered, the rev. W ILLiilI BnocK of 
N orwioh delivered an appropriate and animated discourse, from 1 Cor. 
iii. 21-23. At the conclusion of the morning services, the refresh
ment rooms were ve1y speedily filled, as well we believe as most of 
the inns in the town, uncl many partook of private hospitalities. It 
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was plen..q:mt to notice the recognitions, as friends from diffcrc.nt pnrts 
of the kingdom now met together, and congratulatetl each other on 
this pleasing occasion. After dinner the interest seemed to reach 
its height-friends from the country still kept poming in, till the 
streets were lined, in some places on both sides, with conveyances 
of all descriptions, and the centre was literally thronged with persons 
perambulating the town, previous to the evening meeting. A per
formance of sacred mnsic took place in the mternoon at the Bap
tist meeting-house, and a meeting for prayer and addresses wn.s held 
at the Independent meeting-house, but, though both places were 
nearly full., the multitudes in the town seemed ns great as before. 
The towns-people generally partook of the enthusiasm inspired 
by the meeting. The rev. incumbent of the parish courteo1,1sly 
ordered the church, which is a fine ancient structure, to he opened 
for the inspection of the visitors; the bells rang, and continued 
ringing at interrnls during the day; while the town-crier was. 
sent round to announce that the Baptist Jubilee was being held, and 
the inhabitants were invited to attend. It was fountl necessary, 
to engage both the Independent and Baptist meeting-houses for 
the evening, and meetings were held in them simultaneously 
with the large one in the tent. When the meeting in the tent 
began, its internal appearance was magnificent. The large plat
fonn was crowded with members of committee, ministers, an~l 
oth.er friends, with a few ladies. The chair was occupied hy the 
Treasurer of the Society, who had come from London for the pm-
pose; near to him sat the re'\". REYNOLD Ilooo, aged ninety, the 
only survivor of those who, in the adjoining room, had formed the 
Society fifty years before, and e'l"ei:y part of the vast area was com
pletely £llcd. There must have been, we think, 5000 persons prcsenL 
This multitude of persons, old and young, rich and poor, of both 
sexes, united in one object, with bright and happy countenances, 
the clear and beautiful light from il1e gas, the elegant and sparkling 
foliage of the trees, the nature of the locality, the recollections of 
fifty years, the anticipation of the addresses about to be uttered, the 
presence of "\Yilliam Knibb and Joshua Tinson from the West, 
and Eustace Carey and Andrew Leslie from the East, and of so 
many esteemed ministers from all parts of tlie kingdom, the past 
successes of the mission, and the prospects opening before us
all together produced a feeling of intense interest and delight not 
often equalled. .And it is sufficient to say, that the expectations 
thus raised were satisfied: the speeches (which are elsewhcl'e 
published) were of varied character, hut all excellent and appro-
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printe; uml, at the conolusion of the meeting, the friends sepa
rated with only one regret, felt and expressed by many, that it 
was over. How delightful to the servants of God is the antici
pation, thnt in the heavenly tomple they will serve him day 
and night, without weariness or interruption! Mr. Knibb spoke 
with his accustomed power, first at the Baptist meeting-house, then 
at the Independent, and lastly at the tent. The rev. Eustace Ca
rey, John Howard Hinton, Dr. I:Ioby, (llld others, kindly went from 
the tent to the other meetings, and efficiently advocated the claims of 
the mission; and there were many ministers and laymen whom the 
friends present would have been glad to hear, if time had pennitted. 

Early the next morning the friends were seen in groups bending 
their steps to the British School rooms, where it had been announced 
the public breakfast was to take place. The rooms, although large, 
were soon filled; many breakfasted at tables placed in the school 
yard, under the canopy of heaven; and, as there was unavoidably 
some delay in suppJy;ng these tables with the necessary articles, 
ministers and other gentlemen, unused to such employment, cheer
fully rendered their help in procuring them for their respective parties, 
mid ali seemed heartily to enjoy the scene. After breakfast the 
company adjourned to the tent, when prayer and praise were offered, 
and, our esteemed friend, Mr. Gotch, having taken the chair, several 
interesting addresses were delivered. Most of the friends departed 
at ·tl1e conclusion of this meeting. Some, however, remained to the 
following day to enjoy intercourse together; and many labouring men, 
and persons employed in waiting on the visitors, or otherwise, having 
been unable to attend the former meetings, requested tha~ a jubilee 
meeting might be held in the British School rooms on the Thurs<lay 
evening for their benefit. Mr. Gotch was invited to take the chair, 
which be kindly consented to do; and a very lively and pleasnnt 
meeting took place, enjoyed with the greater zest by many, from a 
consciousness that they had denied themselves before for the sake of 
promoting the gratification of others. 

The objeot of this great meeting, or rather series of meetings, was 
in fact, identical with that· of the society; namely, to proclaim among 
the heathen, in opposition to their false gods, tho oneness, the spirit
uality, the attributes mid purposes of the liYing and true God, and 
salvation through Jesus Christ from sin and death. An object 
more important or sublime cannot be conceivecl The meeting pos
sessed, however, a special charaoter as connected with the Jubilee. 
There was the review of the past, ancl the anticipation of the future; 
there wns praise to Goel for what he has wrought, and pmyer for hi~ 
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hlessing on efforts now making, and hereafte1· to be mude ; and there 
was a special and generous contribution for objects distinct from those 
of the usual income of the society, though of the same nature. Joy 
was felt on account of the translation of the scriptures into the lan
guages of the East, and prayerful wishes breathed for enlarging 
success in the vast and teeming regions of Hindostan. l\fany hearts 
glowed, and tears of joy were shed, at the recollection of the Christian 
heroism, and noble and perse:vering efforts, by which the emancipa
tion of the negroes from civil bondage has been obtained, and such 
multitudes of them delivered from the far more· terrible bondage of 
sin. The strength of the Jamaica churches, nnd their determi
nation to supply their own expenditure, and assist in missionary efforts, 
and, above all, the encouraging openings now presented in some other 
islands of the west, and in the vast continent of .Africa, excited the 
highest and purest delight. There is, indeed, abundant cause for us 
to magnify the name of the Lord. Let us ascribe all the praise 'and 
glory t.o Him, with more pure and ardent affection devote ourselves 
to his service, and with deeper humility, and more intense earnest
ness, · supplicate his throne for the outpouring of his Holy Spirit.· 

The Jubilee meeting at Kettering has been held, and the friends 
have separated. We trust, however, that they have carried its spirit 
with them, and will diffuse it through their several neighbourhoods. 
This great assembly is only the first of many similar meetings to be 
held throughout the country. May the hallowed zeal which has been 
manifestly kindled at one be the pervading element of all of them ! 
A period which awakens extraordinary gratitude is eminently fitted 
to deepen a sense of responsibility also. lt is gratitude that we 
cherish, and not complacency; and the exercise furnishes, not a war
rant for slumber, but a summons to action. .Amidst the far fromcen
surable excitement of times and circumstances, may it be granted us 
to cherish a more profound consecration, a more burning love, a more 
glowing hope; that we may be found not unworthy the position 
which we occupy, and may be enabled to £11 it with corresponding 
fidelity and zeal ! 



... 
XIII 

TmiJ .FOLLOWING RESOl,UTIONII WERE UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTJID llY 

'l'J[fl MEETING :-

Moved by tho rev. Dr. Cox, seconded by ,JosF..PH TnrrroN, Esq., 
and supported by the rev. A. G. Futtrm :-

,, Tbat this Meeting, ll&"embled at Kettering, the bi?th-place of our MiMioury 

Society, in this, the fiftieth year of its existence, !ooh back to the period of it& for. 

mation with devout and fervent gratitude to God on account of that important event, 

the spirit of prayer wbich preceded an<! accompanied it, and the piery", talents, 

devotedness, and perseverance of its enrly friends and promoters." 

Moved by the rev. J. P. lUuRSELL, nnd seconded by the rev. 
J. TINSON:-

!' That this Meeting acknowledges the mercy and faithfulness of God, in having 

sustained the Society through the long period of fifty years, and in having enabled it, 

notwithstnnding tho grent and frequent difficulties with which it bas had to :rtruggle, lo 

nttnin it.s present extent and efficiency in the Ens1 and West Indies, nod other parts 

of the world ; and desires ·10 express its ·1ffectionate sympathy with all our mission

aries, in the joys and sorrows connected with their ru-duoll9 and important work." 

Moved by the rev. W. BRoCK, and seconded by the rev. WIL
LIAM KNIBD:-

,, Thnl this Meeting, while it hails with joy and gratitude the prospects now open

ing before the Mission, nod feels it n privilege to be engaged in the service of God 

8nd the P:opaguLion of the gospel, would acknowledge the responsibilities connected 

therewith. It desires, nlso, to express its cordial approbation of the objects of the 

Jubilee Fund, anti, for tl1cir nccomplishmene, recommends united, self-denying, nnd 

generous effort." 

Moved by the rev. JosHUA Russr-:LL, and seconded by the rev. 
JosEPH ANGUS :-

" That this Meeting, recognizing the necessity of the divine blessing to crown hu

man efforts with success, earnestly desires that there may be, in the friends of the 

Mission and of kindred societies, a stronger faith in God's promises, and more hum

ble, in1portunate, and constant prayer for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, that 

the churd1es al homo may be favoured with peace and prosperity, and that all the 

ends of the enrth mny see the Slllvaliou of Goel." 
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Votes were also proposed anil passed unanimously, cxpressu1g the cordiul nnil 

respectful th&nks or the meeting to the proprietors of the holll!C :w•l g111'().cn in which 

the t.ent ~ erected, for the 'kind mllnner in which they hncl been grouted for the 

use of the Society on this occnsion ;-t-0 the gentlemen composing the several com

mittees of aommmodation, refreshment, llnd conveyn.ncc, for the valuable services 

so ably rendered by them; nnd to the numerous inhabitants of the town nnd neigh

bourhood, including members of the Established church, who, 1''i(h courteous hos

pitality, had received nnd 11ccommodntecl visitors. 



THE GOODNESS OF GOD REVIEWED, AND THE HAND OF 

GOD ACKNOWLEDGED. 

A DISC1OURSE 

DELIVERED AT KETTERING ON TUESDAY EVllNlNG, MAY 31, 1842, 

BY THE 

REV. BENJAMIN GODWIN. 



'fllE GOODNESS OF GOD REVIEWED, AND THE HAND OF 

GOD ACJ{NOWLEDGED. 

A DISCOURSE 
DELIVERED AT KETTERING ON TUESDAY EVE..'IINO, MAY 31, 1842. 

BY THE REV. B. GODWIN. 

How many touching recollections are connected 
with a review of fifty years! This is a large propor
tion of our " threescore years and ten," and no incon
siderable part of that duration which measures the 
history of our race. It far exceeds the average 
length of human life, and but comparatively few of 
those who are now assembled to commemorate the 
fiftieth year of this Society's existence can look back 
to a period so distant as its commencement. And yet 
there are some of us who can carry back our recollec
tions thus far ; but they bring us to the unthinking 
and joyous days of childhood or of youth. And the 
interval has passed like a dream; its busy scenes, its 
constant chang·es, its stirring events., are now become 
" a tale that is told." How different are we now to 
what we were in 1792, and how different is the world 
in its condition and its prospects ! How different is 
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the position of the church of Christ, and how different 
is our own section of it! Change has been passing 
on us, and on every thing· beneath the sun with which 
we are connected, and in which we are engag·ed. 
Scarcely is a minister of Christ now found who then 
sust-ained the sacred oflice; a far greater number than 
the whole population of the globe at any time have 
gone into eternity. All who were then active and 
prominent in the world's affairs-the sceptred mo
narchs, the renowned warriors, the able statesmen, the 
eloquent orators, the distinguished writers of those 
days-have sunk into the tomb. 

But at that period, while the great mass of the 
world's inhabitants were absorbed in the cares of this 
life, busied in the pursuits of pleasure or of gain, mad;. 
dened with the excitement of ambition and of politics, 
there were some who looked higher and farther than 
the interests and concerns of the present state, and who 
having themselves " been translated from the power 
of darkness into the kingdom of God's dear Son/' 
longed with enlarged hearts that others might enjoy 
the same blessings, and that this celestial kingdom 
might extend at home and abroad. And among them 
was a little band of Baptist ministers of this county 
and its vicinity whose hearts God had touched, • who 
with their respective churches held a monthly prayer
meeting for the revival of religion and the spread of 
the gospel One of their number is seen especially 
active in this holy work-a man of small pretension, 
but of intrinsic worth-a man of a lowly birth, but of 
a noble spirit-a man of a cool and steady enthusiasm, 
whose mind was possessed and eng-rossed by one large 
overpowering object, and this was nothing less than 
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the conversion of the heathen world; and who at 
length succeeded in diffusing his own sentiments 
throughout the little circle in which he moved. And 
this day, this very day fifty years ago, at an associa
tion held at Nottingham, this devoted man, William 
Carey, preached that memorable sermon which was 
followed by a resolution, that a plan of a society for 
the conversion of the heathen should be presented at 
the next meeting of ministers at Kettering ; and in 
this very town, in the autumn of the same year, the 
Baptist Missionary Society commenced its existence. 
On this day, half a century ago, the man of God lifted 
up his voice and cried, " Expect great things from God 
-attempt great tlzings for God." And the expecta
tion was raised-the attempt was made-and with 
humble and holy joy we make this year a jubilee, and 
say, 

" THE LORD HATH DONE GREAT THINGS FOR us, 
WHEREOF WE ARE GLAD." 

, This then is that portion of God's word which we 
shall now make the subject of our discourse, and which 
you will find in Psalm cxxvi. 3. 

So spake the pious Jews in the warm gratitude of 
their hearts, when they were restored from their cap
tivity. For seventy years they had "hung their harps 
upon the willows," while "by the rivers of Babylon" 
they " sat down and wept." But as " the ransomed 
of the Lord returned to Zion with singing," so unex
pected and so great was their deliverance, that "they 
said among the heathen, The Lord bath done great 
things for them." And their joyful response was, 
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"The Lord hatli done great thing·s for us, whereof we 
are glad." 

Such has often been the expressive language of the 
Christian church, when reviewing· the wonders of 
redeeming love; as the salvation which is in Christ 
Jesus has passed before their minds in all its freeness 
and fulness, impressed with the riches of divine mercy, 
and the glory of divine grace, they have said with 
holy transport, " The Lord bath done great things for 
us, whereof we are glad." 

And have not such sentiments glowed in our hearts, 
my Christian brethren, and such language risen to 
our lips, when God has "turned the shadow of death 
into the morning," when he has heard our prayers 
and sent us deliverance; or when under a feeling· 
sense of our own unworthiness, we have reviewed " all 
the way which the Lord our God has led us," and, 
impressed and affected with so much unmerited good
ness and mercy, we have said, "The Lord bath done 
great things for us, whereof we are glad?" · 

But we meet this day especially to make our ac
knowledgments io God as a distinct part of the Chris
tian family, as one section of the church of Christ. 
"re do not deem it sectarian that the followers of the 
Saviour who agree in their views of church govern
ment, and of the doctrines and ordinances of the gos
pel, should unite themselves in separate communities 
for purposes of mutual edification, and to promote the 
great objects of our common faith. ,vhatever may 
be the case at a more advanced stage of the church's 
progress towards its millennial purity and love, at 
present, au amalgamation of all the denominations 
seems neither prudent nor practicable. Truth has its 
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claims as well as charity; and while we conceive that 
in our denominational peculiarities great and import
ant principles are involved, which are essentially 
connected with right views of the kingdom of Christ, 
we must remain and act as a distinct portion of the 
great Christian community; wilJing at the same time 
to reciprocate with our brethren who differ from us 
all the kind offices of Christian charity, and ready to 
give the right hand of fellowship to all those "who 
love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity." 

Om peculiarities respecting the institutions of Christ 
appear to us to form the very characteristics of the 
New Testament churches; we think we can trace 
their existence in the midst of all the surrounding 
errors and corruptions of succeeding ages. By many 
individuals they were held, there is reason to believe, 
as early as the dawn of the Reformation. Many suf
fered persecution and martyrdom for their sentiments 
as_ Baptists, before the regular formation of Baptist 
churches in the reign of Charles the First; and from 
that period down to the present time, our denomina
tion has had to encounter more of popular prejudice 
and the frowns of authority, than perhaps any other 
body of Christians whatever. Receding further from 
the established religion than most of the other forms 
of Christianity, it has required more of sacrifice to a 
religious profession. Not only has the world con
demned it, and the profane held it up to ridicule, but 
it has had to endure the frowns and censures of even 
Christian brethren of the highest )"Orth and greatest 
respectability. But though it has received but little 
patronag·e of the great, or favour of the multitude, yet 
" the little one" has "become a thousand," and that 
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in the most literal sense. The few scattered churches 
had, in 1790, increased to upwards of three hundred 
in Great Britain alone, and in 1842, it appears, to full 
thirteen hundred. When, therefore, we consider the 
present state of the denomination, notwithstanding all 
its imperfections, which we feel more disposed to de
plore than to deny, its numerous churches in England 
and America, their fourfold increase in Great Britain 
within the last fifty years, the number of children 
taught in its Sunda)r schools, estimated at from one 
hundred and fifty to one hundred and eighty thou
sand, the multiplication of its colleges, the institu
tions of various kinds which it supports, the talent, 
and learning, and piety which it comprises, the efforts 
which it is making to spread the gospel at home and 
abroad, in the east and in the west,-we may say, in 
humble and holy gratitude, without the exultation 
of pride or the sectarianism of a party, "The Lord 
hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad." 

But it is more especia1ly with reference to our 
foreign mission that I shall now take up these words. 
It is on reaching its fiftieth year that, as its friends 
and supporters, we are now met, and in applying 
these words to the occasion on which we are assem
bled, I shall consider, 

THE REVIEW WHICH IS TAKEN; 

T1rn ACKNOWLEDGMENT WHICH IS MADE ; AND 

THE SENTIMENT WHICH IS EXPRESSED. 

"The Lord bath done great things for us." This 
the retrospect of the last fifty years fully bears out. 

It is not a little to say that we liave a mission to t!te 
heathen; that we have been permitted to take a share 
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in such a work; that in the onward movement to 
carry forward the standard of the cross, our banners 
have been seen among the armies of the Saviour. If 
while all the other portions of the Christian church 
were awaking we were found still slumbering; if they 
were winning souls to Christ while we remained inac
tive; if they were gaining trophies for the Redeemer 
among the idolatries of the world, while we were 
supinely sitting "under our own vine and under our 
own fig-tree;" if while they were found, each at his 
post, labouring in the construction of that sacred 
edifice, "the top stone of which shall be brought 
forth with shouting, crying, Grace, grace, unto it," 
we were saying, " The time is not come, the time that 
the Lord's house should be built;" we might view 
our circumstances with deep depression, and consider 
it as a most discouraging mark of God's disapproba
tion, that he would not deign to employ us in so great 
and glorious a work. Blessed be God, this stigma 
does not rest upon us, this dishonour is not attached 
to our section of the church. God bas mercifully 
employed us. We have, and we have had for nearly 
half a century, a mission. "The Lord hath done 
great things for us, whereof we are glad." 

It is also encouraging to recollect that the Baptist 
mission was in the field so early. I mean so early in 
the modern movements of relig·ious zeal and enter
prise. The last forty or fifty years have been by some 
designated " the missionary era;" not because no 
efforts of this kind were ever made-before, but because, 
during that period, the attention of the Christian 
church has been more steadily directed to this object, 
and a far deeper and more general inte1·est excited in 
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it. It is within this pe1iod that Christians have beg·un 
generally to feel that it is incumbent on them, without 
waiting for any miraculous interposition, to attempt 
the conversion of the world; and it is not too much to 
say, that the devoted band with whom our mission 
originated were among the first to excite this feeling, 
and, throwing off the trammels of an erroneous theo
logy, which prevented enlarged efforts to extend the 
-kingdom of the Redeemer, to give, some by their 
writings, and all by their example, a new impulse to 
Christian zeal. The papnl church had always professed 
a missionary character. Early in the eighteenth cen
tury Denmark had sent some devoted servants of God 
to the western coast of India. The Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, together 
with the Christian Knowledge Society, had done some
thing· in our American colonies; the Moravians had 
been proceeding with quiet perseverance in their 
labours of love ; the energetic W esleyans had made 
successful attempts in some of the West India islands; 
but the formation of missionary societies generally 
throughout the church, with the specific object of the 
conversion of the heathen, appears to have commenced 
with our own. God has highly favoured us in this 
respect. We deem it an honourable distinction that 
we were so early in the field. It is among the "great 
things" which " God has done for us, whereof we are 
glad." 

And it is matter of grateful satisfaction that the 
great enterprise lzas not been abandoned. There has 
been much during the fifty years of the Society's ex
istence to prove the zeal, and try the patience, and to 
put to the test the perseverance both of our brethren 
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abroad and our friends at home. Authorities have 
frowned on our efforts, profaneness has lampooned 
them, a selfish commercial policy has often thwarted 
them ; to say nothing of the numerous discourage
ments arising from the very nature of the systems of 
superstition and cruelty which have been attacked. 
Missionary life has fallen a sacrifice to the climate, to 
all appearance, most inopportunely; hopeful converts 
have gone back to idolatry ; success has languished ; 
pecuniary embarrassments have been threatening ; 
misunderstandings have arisen among its warmest 
friends ; but still the bush burning with fire has not 
been consumed, the mission has been "perplexed but 
not forsaken, cast down but not in despair." Few 
enterprises have had to struggle with great rand more 
frequent difficulties; but the sacred cause has never 
been abandoned, retreat from the field has never been 
sounded ; " Faint, yet pursuing," has often been its 
appl'opriate motto: and now, at the expiration of half 
a century, we seem to hear the condescending and en
couraging voice of the Saviour saying, "I know thy 
works, and thy labours, and thy patience ; and how 
thou hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's 
sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted." 

If we mark the progress of our mission from its 
commencement, either in the East or the \Vest; if we 
compare its present condition and prospects with those 
of the society in 1792, how appropriate does the ex
clamation of the text appear! ·when we consider the 
few who were then interested in the undertaking, the 
smallness of their resources, the uncertainty which 
hung over the experiment, and the many dispiriting
occurrences that marked the first few years of its ex
istence ; and then look at its present extent, the 
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spheres which it occupies, the ag·encies which it em
ploys, and the opcning·s which present themselves, we 
feel how just is the lang·uage of our text. But with
out dwelling on topics so interesting, we shall pass on 
to as rapid a sketch, as concentrated a view, of what 
has been accomplished, as the case will admit; though 
I feel, that with the condensation which the limits of 
a single discourse render necessary, to do any thing 
like justice to such a subject is a work of no small 
difficulty. 

Fifty years' labour, or nearly so, have been em
ployed in the eastern branch of our mission ; large 
funds have been expended; and what is still more 
costly, many a valuable life has been sacrificed; and 
what has been accomplished? Whether it is less 
or more than was expected, cei'tainly we have not 
" laboured in vain nor spent our strength for nought." 

In the first place, a large and important amount qf 
instrumentality has been created and set in action. 
This has already begun to produce its results, but it 
promises, under God's blessing, to effect a still larger 
and increasing amount of good as years roll on. 
During the period in review, many missionaries of 
the cross, both European and native, have occupied 
various stations in Bengal, in Orissa, in Assam, in the 
Burman Empire, and in the Asiatic isles. Around 
all their stations, whether of permanent or occasional 
residence, there bas been a wide itineracy ; and tin 
chapels, in houses, in streets, in bazaars, and at idola
trous feasts, the honour of the one living and true 
God has been asserted, and the proclamation of the 
glorious gospel has been made to thousands and 
tens of thousands. 

In addition to the preacher's living v01ce, that 
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mighty agency the press has, from nearly the com
mencement of the mission, been at work; and from 
Serampore, and subsequently from 9alcutta, hundreds 
of thousands of tracts embodying portions of scriptural 
truth have been proceeding like i.treams of living 
water in every direction. 

Education has also been considerably extended ; an 
education which has borne on it the evident impress 
of Christianity. Great numbers of children, including 
the female sex, hitherto utterly neglected, have thus 
received more or less of Christian instruction. 

But, perhaps, the most important part of the mis
sionary appai:atus, which has been brought into action 
by the agents of this society, has been the translation 
of the holy scriptures into so many of the oriental 
languages. To produce a translation of the bible into 
any one language with requisite fidelity and care, is 
a work the magnitude of which can scarcely be ex
aggerated. But when we think of the whole bible 
translated into eight languages, including the 
Chinese; the New Testament translated into twenty
six other languages and dialects ; and parts of the 
sacred writings into ten more ; when we remember 
that up to 1832 upwards of 212,000 volumes of God's 
holy word had issued from the Serampore press, and 
add to this what has since been effected by our 
brethren in Calcutta in carrying onwards to perfec
tion many of these versions, and bringing the whole 
number of volumes of the sacred scriptures printed 
up to 430,000 ; who can forbear e1'claiming, " What 
hath God wrought !" Channels have thus been cut, 
in which the word of life may run through districts 
inhabited by four or five hundred millions of the 
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human race. All this, it may be said, is bnt instru
mentality; but it is instrumentality precisely of that 
kind which God himself sanctions, and on which we 
may expect his blessing. 

17w amount of good already apparent as resulting 
from these labours of love, is by no means small or 
uninteresting. Some hundreds of idolaters have 
"turned from dumb idols to serve the living· God." 
Many have died !'ejoicing in Christ Jesus as their 
hope and Saviour; Hindoos of every caste have sat 
with Moslem converts and Europeans around the table 
of the Lord; and a goodly number of those who were 
once heathens are now engaged in publishing the 
gospel to their fellow-countrymen. 

Encouraged and stimulated by the labours of our 
missionaries, others have entered on the vast field in 
still larger numbers, in whose zealous and successful 
exertions we most cordially rejoice. 

And the indirect results of these missionary labours 
are by no means inconsiderable. With other con
curring causes they have, doubtless, had a powerful 
influence in producing many ameliorations in the 
condition of the Hindoos. Infanticide has been 
abolished, the burning of widows has been prohibited, 
and thus thousands of lives have been annually saved. 
Many institutions of a benevolent kind have been 
established, schools for the education of children of 
both sexes have multiplied, and general knowledge 
has greatly increased. As the consequence of all this, 
the alteration that is now going on in the Hindoo 
mind is confessedly great. The prejudice against 
Christianity has been weakened, the loss of caste is 
becoming less terrific, the fabulous legends of Indian 
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mythology arc sinking into contempt, and this i<lola~ 
trous system, so artfully devised, and so completely 
identified with all the institutions of the country, 
which had received the veneration of twenty cen
turies, and which, like a citadel of the prince of dark
ness, frowned defiance on opposition from its hitherto 
impregnable bulwarks, is shaken and breached, and 
gives symptoms, many and indubitable, that the day 
of its fall is hastening on. 

In estimating these results there are two considera
tions that must be taken into the account. 

I. The immense difficulties that stood in tlze way ef 
our eastern mission. These were of a nature so formi
dable, that nothing· but a steady faith in him who 
has "all power in heaven and in earth " could have 
induced our early missionaries to face them, or, having 
once encountered them, to persevere in their attempt. 
Languages of very difficult acquirement met them at 
the very threshold of tlwir labours; the intellectual 
and moral habits of the Hindoos were in the highest 
degree unfavourable to the reception of Christianity; 
the Brahmins, who had every thing that was dear to 
the pride and power of a priesthood to lose by the 
prevalence of the gospel, had an ascendancy over the 
Hindoo mind scarcely equalled b_v that of the papal 
ecclesiastics in the darkest ages, or the Druids of the 
ancient Britons ; and the institution of caste by which 
"the soul and all its powers were bound to Brahmin
ism, '' as "by an indissoluble and adamantine chain," 
was pronounced to be " an invinci-ble barrier to the 
proselytism of the Hindoos ;" so that an eloquent op
ponent of our mission declared in parliament, that 
" some new power, hitherto undiscovered in the 
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moral world, and equivalent to that which the old 
philosopher required in the physical, would be re
quisite to pull down this consolidated fabric of pride 
and superstition, which has stood, unmoved and unde
caying, the sudden shock of so many revolutions, and 
the silent lapse of so many ag·es."* Added to this 
was the extreme jealousy of the Indian government, 
and its determined hostility to missionary movements, 
together with the irrcligion and profaneness of Euro
pean residents, and the suspicions created in the minds 
of the government at home, by those who, having re
turned from India, and professing a perfect knowledge 
of the condition and character of the natives, declared 
that " every European throat would be cut, if the 
missionaries were encouraged, and the attempt at 
conversion persisted in ;"t and proclaimed in the 
British senate the utter hopelessness of an enterprise 
which none but mad and ignorant fanatics could be 
induced to undertake. " Will these people," asked 
the gentleman already quoted, "crawling from the 
homes and caverns of their original destination, apos
tates from the loom and anvil, and reneg·ades from 
the lowest handicraft employments, be a match for the 
cool and sedate controversies they will have to en
counter, should the Brahmins condescend to enter into 
the arena against the maimed and crippled gladiators 
that presume to grapple with their faith? What can 
be apprehended but the disgrace and discomfiture of 
whole hosts of tub preachers in the conflict ?11J 

Considering, then, the stupendous difficulties of 

• Speech of CHARLES MAn.BH, Esq., July 1st, 1813, on the East India 
bill, revised for publication by himself. 

t Ibid. t Ibid. 
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such an undertaking, the very limited resources which 
this society could command, and the humble agency 
which it employed ;-that with such means, and such 
difficulties, and such prospects, so much has been al
ready accomplished, we cannot but acknowledge that 
" the Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we 
are glad." 

And 2. In judging of the importance of what has 
been achieved, we must not forget its relation to the 
future. If not a single soul had yet been converted 
from idolatry, still a gTeat work would have been ac
complished. Preparation for future usefulness has 
been made on a large scale. And this was required 
by the very nature of the enterprise. Look at India, 
with its 130 millions of inhabitants, its forty or fifty 
languages and dialects, its superstitions, identified with 
all that is venerable in remote antiquity, and touching 
in domestic associations, and exciting in voluptuous 
sensuality, and awful in the power invested in the 
priesthood over the present and future destiny of 
man ; how wide is the field which is to be cultivated, 
how much is to be done before the seed can be sown. 
An immense moral jungle is to be cleared, overgrown, 
entangled, infested with venomous serpents and beasts 
of prey. Is it nothing that a commencement has 
been made; that at various points clearances have been 
effected ; that the necessary means of prosecuting the 
work have been so extensively provided; and that 
it has already been proved to possess a soil requiring 
only due cultivation to become highly productive? 
Do we think nothing has been done, when the Jeep 
foundations of a large building have been dug, and 
ample materials collected for the erection of the 
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~uperstructure? though this may have cost more time 
and labour than the erection of a whole street of cot
tages. By far the most important object that mis
sionary efforts have hitherto accomplished in the east, 
is the preparation which has been effected for future 
and more extended operations in the evangelization 
of India and its neighbouring nations. But yet, in 
the converts which have been made to Christ, in the 
churches which have been formed, in the native 
preachers already raised up, the earnest has been 
given of what may hereafter be expected; the " first 
fruits" have been gathered in, and a glorious harvest 
will follow. We are fully justified, then, even in this 
stage of the great work, in saying, •' The Lord bath 
done great things for us, whereof we are glad." 

If we turn to the West, we shall have to review a 
much shorter period-to cont('mplate a narrower 
sphere ; but we shall still see that we have much to 
be thankful for, and that "great things" have been 
done. Since 1813 our brethren have been called to 
labour there. The soil seemed, indeed, very unpro
pitious, but it has already yielded no ordinary har
\·est. The negro population of the West Indies were 
crushed beneath the iron hand of a ruthless despotism 
that in every possible way degraded the mind, while 
it exhausted the physical powers, so that their oppres
sors were compelled to deny them the attributes of 
humanity, in order to justify their worse than brutal 
treatment. "Having no hope and without God in 
the world," without comfort from heaven above or on 
the earth beneath, herding together like the beasts 
of the field, they were worked and flogged, and 
bought and sold, like labouring brutes. 
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Thirty years have not yet elapsed, an<l " what hath 
Goel wrought!" Amidst difficulties the most dis
heartening our devoted brethren laboured on; in spite 
of reproaches, and scorn, and toil, on ward they still 
went. In every direction the foul demon of slavery 
with his whips, and chains, and branding irons, 
crossed their path, and scowling on them, bid them 
desist ; an~, determined to exclude them from a do
main peculiarly his own, he burned their chapels, 
scattered their flocks, imprisoned their pastors, and 
sang a pman of malignant, but premature, triumph. 
And what do we now see? Slavery itself expelled, 
the gospel of Christ extending, chapels being erected 
in every direction, schools multiplying, churches in
creasing, negro villages rising, nearly 30,000 mem
bers of our Christian societies, almost as many in
quirers, aud among that long persecuted race a spirit 
of zeal and liberality displayed which British Chris
tians might with advantage imitate. And in them, 
Africa has hope : their sympathies are now with their 
father-land, and they give promise of becoming useful 
pioneers in evangelizing it. 

It is encouragi.ng that a commencement has already 
been made by two of our warm-hearted brethren, on 
the western coast of this great continent; that pro
mising openings appear to invite them forward; and 
that there are in Jamaica many of the sons of Africa 
not only pouring out ardent prayers for its salvation, 
but ready themselves, at any risk, to embark in this 
holy enterprise. "The Lord has ~lone great things 
for us," in the west. 

There is one more view which we mig·ht take, but 
on which we must not enlarge; and yet it is in no 

C 
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small degree interesting· ; and that is tile i1ifluencc of 
our labours abroad on the state of our clwrc!tes at !tome. 

As the Baptist Missionary Society had its origin 
in a deep and revived feeling of piety, it has tended 
to produce and extend the same. For years pre
viously to its formation, the intercourse of the minis
ters and members of the associated chmches, at their 
annual meetings, was marked hy increasing· spiritual
mindedness, and a deep concern for the possession 
and increase of vital godliness. For some years before 
the memorable meeting at Kettering·, a prayer-meet
ing for the spread of the gospel, to be held on the first 
Monday in every month, was established throughout 
the association,-an example which has since been 
followed in every part of the world where evangelical 
Christianity exists. And so generally have missionary 
zeal and fervent piety been associated, that either 
of them in any Christian community may be, in 
most cases, assumed as the standard and measure of 
the other. Our mission has been the means of call
ing forth a generosity and a liberality far exceeding 
any thing which was previously known among us. 
And what may appear strange, is, however, the fact, 
that the more we have sent abroad for foreign pur
poses, the more we have raised at home for local and 
other objects. Our home missionary labours have 
kept pace with our efforts abroad. Our mission has 
indeed had a most blessed reaction on all our home 
institutions. We have multiplied our· preaching sta
tions, our churches, our places of worship, our schools, 
our colleges, in nearly the same ratio in which we 
have increased our missionary efforts. 

And it is not too much to say, that our mission has 
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done much towards giving the doctrinal sentiments 
of our churches, generally, a more scriptural cast. 
Nor is this to be wondered at; for, besides the writ
ings of some who took the lead in establishing our 
mission, among whom was the venerated Fuller, that 
right state of feeling which a deep interest in the con
version of our fellow-creatures supposes, is highly 
favourable to right views and sentiments, and its in
fluence has been most beneficially apparent. 

And what is not the least important result, this 
mission has brought our whole denomination more 
closely together; it has been a means and bond of 
union. It has presented before us a great object 
which has enlarged our minds, and warmed our 
hearts ; and the fervent and expansiYe charities which 
it has produced have proved highly favourable to an 
extended brotherly affection. It has made us better 
acquainted with each other, and promoted an inter
course between our ministers and churches through
out the kingdom, which was greatly needed. It has 
had a happy influence in correcting, in some degree, 
that extreme jealousy of any interference with the in
dependent action of each little community, which 
made us, more than any other part of the Christian 
world, a rope of sand. It has given more compact
ness to our body, more unity to our movements. It 
has thus rendered us more competent, by a concen
tration of our strength, to meet any great emergency 
which may arise. It has furnished an exemplification 
of the scripture maxim, "The liberal soul shall be 
made fat ; and he that watereth shall be watered also 
himself." We have been blessed in blessing; and on 
a review of the last fifty years, in especial connexion 
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with our mission, and its results, we now say, " The 
Lord hat.h done great thing·s for us, whereof we are 
glad." 

Let us now notice, in the second place, THE .ACKNow
LEDGMENT WHICH ACCOMPANIES THIS REVIEW. "Great 
things" have been done for us. But let the glory be 
given where it is justly due. It is "THE Lonn" who 
bath done these " great things for us, whereof we are 
g-lad." 

That all events are under the guiding hand of 
Divine Providence, is a doctrine ever maintained in 
the sacred scriptures, and constantly recognized by 
the inspired writers. The gTeat Ruler of the universe 
" worketh all things after the counsel of his own 
will," and controls and directs all the complicated 
movements of human affairs, to the accomplishment 
of his own purposes, and the promotion of his own 
glory. The concerns of empires and of individuals, 
the interests of his church, together with all its plans 
and efforts for extending the kingdom of his Son, are 
ever under his superintendence. 

But there are some occasions on which the hand of 
God becomes more especially apparent, and our 
minds are strongly impressed with the wisdom and 
the goodness which guide human affairs. Every in
dividual Christian must have seen much of this in his 
own experience, in the prayers which have been 
answered, the blessings which he has so opportunely 
received, and the deliverances which have been ef
fected for him, in seasons of perplexity and danger. 
"I will bring the blind by a way that they know not; 
I will lead them in paths that they have not known ; 
I will make darkness light before them, and crooked 
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things straight; these things will I do unto them, and 
not forsake them." And in the records of the church 
how many striking exemplifications of this we have. 
The release of the Jews from Babylon was at a time 
and in a way so little expected, and in circumstances 
so extraordinary, that the very heathen could not help 
acknowledging that their God had done great things 
for them; to which they gratefully responded, and 
said, " The Lord hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad." And we think that it is im
possible for a devout mind to contemplate the origin 
of our mission, the manner in which it has proceeded, 
the many providential interpositions in its favour, and 
what it has been the means of accomplishing, without 
seeing, in a very marked and evident manner, the 
g·uiding hand of God. Allow me in a few instances 
to exemplify this. 
· And, first, witli reference to the manner in whicli our 
mzsszon arose. When the Supreme Being accom
plishes any thing especially great and beneficial for 
man, it is generally in such a way as to illustrate that 
important maxim, " Not by might, nor by power, but 
by my Spirit, saith the Lord." He commonly on 
such occasions works by such instruments, and in such 
a way, as men would not have devised or selected; 
so that there is no room for human wisdom to glory in 
its sagacity, or for human power to glory in its 
strength. Men generally commence great projects 
with much parade and magnificence; and mighty 
preparations have often ended in srpall results. But 
it seems God's way, from "the day of small things'' 
to p1·oduce " great things." " God hath chosen the 
foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and 
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God bath chosen the weak thing·s of the world to con
found the thing'S which are mighty; that no flesh 
should g-lory in his presence." When the wild pro
ject was entertained of rescuing the Holy Land from 
the infidels, how loud a note of preparation was 
sounded; all Europe re-echoed with it; and the enter
prise commenced on a scale of grandeur scarcely ever 
equalled. Whole nations poured out their multi
tudes, the chivalry of all Christendom rallied round 
the crusading banner, and "the kings of the earth" 
brought to it all their honour and their glory. But 
it was of man ; and it came to nought. When God 
introduced the kingdom of his Son, that kingdom 
which was finally to become universal, and to fill the 
whole earth with the divine glory, it came "not with 
observation," no pomp of circumstance marked its 
advent or its progTess. It was "a small stone cut out 
of the mountain without hands," though it was to be
come "a great mountain, and to fill the whole earth." 
Such was the rise of all those great institutions which 
are now working so efficiently in disseminating· divine 
truth ; among which we may mention the establish
ment of Sunday-schools, which are now spreading 
themselves over the land, the Religious Tract Society, 
sending its silent messengers of mercy through the 
world by millions, and the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, whose magnificent object it is to furnish "all 
nations, and languages, and people," with the sacred 
scriptures. Each of which was at first like the cloud 
which the servant of the prophet saw, "no bigger 
than a man's hand." 

And this was precisely the way in which our mis
sion commenced. It was neither at a time, nor in 
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such a place, nor by such means as the wisdom of this 
world would have selected. It was at a period when all 
Europe was in commotion,-when the breaking out 
of the French revolution affected the peace of every 
country, and the stability of every throne,-when the 
all-engrossing topic was politics, and when party 
spirit was high and violent. In so dark and stormy a 
sky who would have expected the rising of such a 
star? Amidst such elements of confusion and dis
cord, who would have looked for the advent of so 
celestial a~d pacific a visitant? Yet it was just at 
that time, that a few J1earts, warm with the benevo
lence of the gospel, were found panting for the more 
general diffusion of its blessings, longing for the sal
vation of the heathen world, and devising and carry
ing into effect, with an enlargedness of heart which 
some even of their own brethren could not under
stand, plans for the conversion of idolaters to the 
knowledge and the worship of the living God. Divine 
providence was about to make a new movement in the 
church, the set time was approaching when the vast 
continent of India was to receive the word of eternal 
life in its many languages and dialects ; but who 
would have selected our denomination as one of its 
chosen instruments to take the lead in this great 
work ?-a denomination so characteristically jealous 
of any thing like human authority in matters of reli
gion, that not a few of our churches at that time 
looked on our single academical institution with sus
picion, fearfully apprehensive lest buman learning 
should be substituted for the teachings of the Divine 
Spirit. And if any one had imagined that such a 
movement was about to take place, where would he 
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expect that it would commence? He might have 
fixed on one of our seats of learning·, with its ample 
endowments, and its literary distinction, as most likely 
to originate such a project; or, he might have 
thought of some emporium of commerce as·favourable 
to intercourse with foreign nations; or, he might 
have supposed that the metropolis, so rich in its re
sources of every kind. would be a most suitable 
locality for the commencement of so great an enter
prise ;-he might have said, as each of the populous 
and wealthy cities of the British realms occurred to 
his mind, as Samuel, wheu the sons of Jesse passed in 
review in his presence, "Surely the Lord's anointed 
is before him." But the origin of the mightiest rivers 
is often found in some sequestered spot. And KET

TERrnG has the honour of being the birth-place of 
this Society: and whatever political or commercial 
changes may pass over this town, it will descend to . 
posterity associated with all that is great and holy in 
our missionary enterprise. "My thoughts are not 
your thought;, neither are your ways my ways, saith 
the Lord." 

The hand of Providence seems also especially 
marked in the direction whicli has been given to our 
mzsszonary operations. ,vhen it was determined, with 
a firmness of faith which " in hope, believed against 
hope," to attempt something· on behalf of the heathen 
world, it was for some time a matter of serious delibe
ration, on what part of the territory of the prince of 
darkness the attack should first be made. The origi
nators of the mission, situated in inland towns, had no 
foreign connexions, no apparent means of determining, 
amidst so great a destitution of the means of grace, 
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what part was the most destitute,-among so many 
obstacles, on every hand, to their proceedings, in 
what direction the fewest would be found. Few, per
liaps, would have thought on India for this purpose, 
considering its great distance, the difficulty of inter
course with it which then existed, its many languages, 
and the disinclination of the British, or Indian govern
ment, to permit such attempts to be made. But there 
were two series of events, proceeding at the same 
time under the direction of Divine Providence in 
converging lines. It was in 1784 that "it was re
solved to set apart an hour on the first Monday even
ing in every month, for extraordinary prayer for the 
revival of religion, and for the extension of Christ's 
kingdom in this world." This was about the time 
that Mr. Thomas was returning from his first voyage 
to India as a medical officer, deeply affected with 
what he had heard and seen in that region of idol
atry. Mr. Thomas was induced to take another 
voyage ; he staid in Bengal ]earning the language, 
preaching to the people, and attempting the rudi
ments of a translation of the scripture ; while the 
churches at home were continuing " with one accord 
in prayer and supplication." In 1792, the Society 
was formed, and while its founders were inquiring to 
what part of the heathen world their efforts should be 
directed, Thomas was in London soliciting aid in 
order to establish a mission in India, and anxiously 
inquiring for a coadjutor to accompany him. At 
Kettering Providence brought both these remarkable 
men together, and Bengal was at once fixed on as the 
scene of their future labours. Many difficulties might 
have been started, and many ·objections made, but the 
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issue has proved that " the thing proceeded from the 
Lord." 

It was with very slender expectations that our first 
missionary and his wife set sail for Jamaica; but the 
voice of Providence was heard in those accents of 
entreaty which were borne across the Atlantic, "Come 
over and help us," and the results, far exceeding what 
the most sanguine could have expected, have proved 
that this was "the Lord's doing·," and we may justly 
add, " It is marvellous in our eyes." 

The instruments which Providence has raised up to 
commence and carry on thi,s great work seem distinctly 
to call for an ar.knowledgment of the hand of God. 
In all the works of God, so far as they come under our 
observation, in nature and in grace, there is an evident 
adaptation of means to their ends, and of agencies to 
the work which they are designed to accomplish ; and 
we see this feature of the divine proceedings in a very 
marked and impressive manner in the first founders of 
our mission, and those who have since taken a promi
nent part in its concerns. 

Shall we not perceive this, if we notice individually 
the characters of those who were first united in this 
holy work? It was in the bosom of Carey, born in an 
obscure village, and of lowly parents, that the germ 
of this Society sprung up. And were there not qua
lities developed in his growing youth which marked 
him out, in tbe view of all intelligent persons ac
quainted with him, as destined by Providence for 
some great work? Gifted with an inextinguishable 
thirst for knowledge, and a steady application in 
acquiring it-with a tenacity of purpose which never 
relaxed till its object was accomplished, and with a 
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special aptitude for acquiring languages, he obtained, 
by his own unaided efforts, and while supporting a 
family by his own industry, more than many acquire 
with the leisure of a life. And when his mind was 
brought under the sanctifying influence of divine 
grace, he possessed, and that in a high degree, pre
cisely those elements of character, that combination of 
physical, intellectual, and moral qualifications, which 
the great work to be accomplished specially required. 
And in bringing forward the claims of the mission at 
home, and introducing it to our churches, in gathering 
to it ftiends and support, there were the fervent piety, 
the learning, the rising respectability and influence of 
Ryland, and the almost seraphic love and zeal of 
Pearce ; and the prudent counsels of Sutcliffe, the 
Nestor of the little band; and the giant power of 
Fuller, as active as he was mighty, who went through 
the slumbering ranks of our British Israel, arousing 
their energies, chiding their supineness, and with 
thrilling effect pronouncing the curse of Meroz on all 
who should not come "to the help of the Lord against 
the mighty." These were the men, and others their 
coadjutors, who, with just the qualifications of mind 
and character which such a crisis required, gave, 
under God's blessing, so favourable a commencement 
to om missionary enterprise. 

If we look at our mission in a subsequent stage, 
after the first difficulties had been surmounted, and it 
was seated at Serampore, we are again forcibly im
pressed with the adaptation of the instruments to their 
work. For between twenty and thirty years were 
associated together in that hallowed spot Carey, Marsh
man, and Ward ; names honourable to the denomi-
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nation to which they belong·ed, dear to the whole 
Christian church, and destined to live in the fragrant 
recollections of distant ages as long as devoted piety 
and missionary zeal are revered amongst men. Here 
were three men, of dispositions, and characters, and 
talents very diverse, and not without their respective 
imperfections, but all glowing with intense ardour for 
the glory of God and the salvation of men, full of 
faith and zeal, making efforts which astonished both 
the church and the world, and devoting, with a sub
lime generosity seldom equalled, and perhaps never 
surpassed, thousands, yes, tens of thousands, the pro
duce of their own labours and talents, to the missionary 
cause. These were men adapted to each other, and, 
perhaps we may say, necessary to each other, who 
continued in unbroken friendship till, one after ano
ther, they entered into their rest; and who, by the 
blessing of God on their joint labours, accomplished 
a work which will remain a monument of their devoted 
piety and zeal more lasting than our empire in_ India, 
or than the great globe itself. These men "stood in 
the front of the battle of India missions, and during 
the arduous strug·gle which terminated with the char
ter of 1813, in granting missionaries free access to 
India, they never for a moment deserted their post, or 
despaired of success. When, at a subsequent period, 
Lord Hastings, who honoured them with his kind 
support, had occasion to revert in conversation to the 
severe conflict they bad passed through, he assured 
them that, in bis opinion, the freedom of resort to 
India which missionaries then enjoyed was owing, 
under God, to the prudence, the zeal, and the wisdom 
which they had manifested, when the whole weight of 
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government in England and in India was directed to 
the extinction of the missionary enterprise.* Must 
we not acknowledge the hand of God in this remark
able adaptation of men to their work? 

And if we advert to our beloved brethren who, in 
Calcutta and other parts of India, have been more 
recently carrying forward the objects of the mission 
with a most exemplary and persevering devotion, we 
see again the same eminent fitness for their work. 
In the metropolis of British India, William Pearce, 
imbued with· much of the spirit of his father, after 
more than twenty years' incessant activity and effec
tive labour, died at his post, leaving his name identi
fied with the establishment of the mission press in 
that city. And there we see a Yates raised up, catch
ing the falling mantle of the departed Carey, and 
availing himself of all the advantages which his great 
predecessor had created, carrying forward the trans
lations of God's word to a point of accuracy and per
fection that leaves scarcely any thing to be desired ; 
who with his devoted coadjutors appear as adapted to 
their peculiar work in Calcutta, as the Serampol"e 
brethren were to theirs. 

And can we look to the west without being strongly 
impressed with the suitability of the agents employed 
to the work they have had to accomplish? Every 
one seems to be in his rig·ht place. A wisdom more 
than human has superintended the whole. It was not 
the sagacity of our committees which, out of a multi
tude of candidates, selected such m.en as Coultart, and 
Philippo, and Burchell, and Knibb, and others, whose 

" Friend of India, Dec, 14, 1827. 



30 

names will readily occur to the mind. Those who at 
home guided the affairs of the mission hnd no con
ception of the greatness of the work which lay before 
them; and, had they foreseen it, they would in all 
probability have shrunk from it. But they, and the 
men whom they sent, were led on by Divine Provi
dence "in a way that they knew not." And when a 
young man of Kettering, whose only recommendations 
appeared to be decided piety and an earnest desire for 
usefulness, presented himself as a candidate for mis
sionary work, who could have thoug·ht that this was 
the stripling who, in the great contest between slavery 
and Christianity, should take his stand in the front of 
the battle, boldly snatch up the gauntlet which the 
blaspheming Philistine had thrown down in defiance 
of the armies of the living God, and, g-rappling in 
mortal conflict with this giant power, should be seen 
planting his foot on his neck, dashing his broken fet
ters to the ground, and exclaiming, "The Negro is 
free !" Would the Professor of Sanscrit and Bengali 
have found his appropriate sphere in the ·west Indies, 
or the apostle of Jamaica freedom have been in his 
congenial element among the biblical translations of 
Serampore? Could a Yates have changed places to 
advantage with our Tinsons or our Clarkes ? It was 
on this peculiar adaptation of our several agents to 
their stations and their work that every thing, under 
God, depended. If other dispositions had been 
made, the state of our mission in both hemispheres 
would have been greatly different. And yet it was no 
foresight of ours that made these admirably fitting 
arrangements: an invisible hand guided the whole. 
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It is II the Lord" who "hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad." 

In a word, if we view the rise and the progress of 
our mission up to the present time, it seems to have 
been almost one constant scene of providential inter
pos1t10n. If we seriously contemplate the first forma
tion of the Society, the places to which its movement8 
have been directed, the remarkable train of provi
dences, from the first embarkation of Thomas and 
Carey, to the settling of the latter with his new asso
ciates at Serampore, under the sheltering wing of the 
Danish government-the prolongation of the invalu
able lives of the elder missionaries till so great a work 
had been accomplished, while so many of their bre
thren fell a sacrifice to the climate,-the subsequent 
transference of the seat of our Indian mission to the 
capital of Bengal-a succession of missionaries so 
adapted for their work both in the east and in the 
west-the many imminent perils to which our mis
sions have been exposed in both hemispheres, from 
persecution, from fires, from the failure of pecuniary 
resources, from the death of valuable men, from the 
destruction of our places of worship, from the charges 
of one kind or another that have been made against 
our movements or our agents, both at home and 
abroad, in the senate, at the council table, and before 
the public-and if we consider how, notwithstand
ing all, our mission has been preserved, has been 
extended, has been blessed to a degree on which we 
scarcely could have calculated had none of these dif
ficulties existed-it would indeed be insensibility, it 
would be ingratitude, it would be impiety, not to 
acknowledge the hand of God. We do therefore 
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now, at the close of half a century, with hearts I 
trust solemnly and suitably affected, in the face of 
heaven and earth, say, "The Lord hath done g-reat 
things for us, whereof we are g·lad." 

It 011 ly remains that we add a few words ON THE 

SENTIMENT HERE EXPRESSED. And on account of the 
length to which this discourse has already extended, 
and the expectations which we have from the services 
of to-morrow, I shall be very brief. 

The sentiment here expressed is one becoming tlie 
occasion. It is that of gladness. There is a "time 
to weep, and a time to rejoice." There are seasons 
when the appropriate feeling is that of humble sub
mission to the inscrutable dispensations of Him who 
is "a God that hideth himself;" and there are seasons 
when the manife:,'1:ations of his mercy and goodness 
invite us to joyful praise. And surely this fiftieth year 
of our mission, the review of which presents us with the 
"great things which God bath done for us," deserves 
to be considered as a jubilee of holy joy and glad
ness. There is much in the present aspect of political 
and commercial affairs to excite in the children of this 
world serious apprehension and gloomy forebodings. 
But let us, who are the subjects of" a kingdom which 
cannot be moved," view with sacred pleasure the a<l-:
vances which this spiritual kingdom has made in the 
world within the last half century, and the part which 
we have been permitted by a gracious God to take in 
so glorious a work. , 

Let us rejoice, then, in the many conversions of tb~ 
Hindoo, the Mussulman, and the negro,-converts .to 
the faith of Christ, whom we shall never behold on 
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multitu<le which no man can number, out of all na
tions, and people, and tongues, and kindred," who 
shall surround "the throne of God and of the Lamb." 
Let us rejoice in the additional and delightful evi
dence that we have, that the gospel is stiJI, what it 
ever has been,-" the power of God unto salvation," 
and that " the weapons of our holy warfarr," which 
are not carnal, are still "mighty through God ;" as 
mighty to the conversion of the heathen now, as tbey 
were in the first ages of Christianity. A great problem 
has been solved, by the modern experiment made by 
our missionaries in the regions of idolatry and the lands 
of slavery. The church of God now, as well as in 
apostolic times, possesses the means for the conver
sion of the world. 

And let us be glad tlrnt our expenditure, our la
bours, and prayers, have not been in vain. The 
merchant rejoices in the success of his venture, the 
husbandman in that return of the fruits of the earth 
which compensates bis toil and rewards bis anxiety, 
and we should " be glad," that our fifty years of labour 
in this holy cause have not been unproductive. Nor be
cause much is yet to be done, ought we to feel as though 
nothing has already been done. Look at the seed 
which has been sown in India, the churches which 
have been formed, the tracts and bibles distribu,ted, 
the many translations of that divine word which never 
returns void ;-is this nothing ? Look at the island 
of Jamaica,-at the converts, the chm;ches, the schools, 
the missionary zeal, in that land of freedom ;-is this 
nothing ? Look at the opening pro3pects in conse
quence of past exertions; "are not th(' fields already 
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ripe for harvest?" In gladness of heart, let us " thank 
God an<l take courag·e." 

But let our joy be tempffed aucl guided in its ex
pression, hy the peculiar cit·cumstances connected witli 
this occasion ef gladness. It is not our own arm that 
has brought salvation, nor our own wisdom that has 
g'l.lidcd us. If we have planted or watered, God has 
given the increase. Let the joy, then, be the g·ladness 
of a grateful heart, sending up its warmest aspirations 
to Him who "hath wroug·ht all our works in us," and 
"hath done great things for us." " Not unto us, 0 
Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory!" 

Let our joy be chastened with humility. A humble 
dependence on God was as characteristic of the 
commencement of our mission, as steadfastness of 
faith and ardour of zeal. In this spirit its founders 
went forward, and God was with them. In the same 
spirit let us review the past. Theirs was humble hope, 
let ours be humble gratitude. Let there be no exulta
tion of party, no denominational pride. A prevalent 
feeling of this kind would be a sure signal of future 
failure. " He that bumbleth himself shall be exalted~ 
and be that exalteth himself shall be abased." Have 
we ever, in our individual experience, felt any undue 
exultation which was not followed by something mor
tifying ? And I think it will be apparent in the his
tory of this society, that if ever there has been exhi
bited a strong tendency to glory, either in our men or 
our measures, some severe check has been received. 
" Them that honour me, saith the Lord, I will hon
our;" and we cannot honour him aright, without 
"giving unt.o him the glory due unto his numr." 
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And lastly, let our joy have its practical expression 
appropriate to the occasion. Let it not be a barren, 
unproductive joy; but a gladness of heart which shall 
subserve the interests of that sacred cause in which 
we have embarked. Let it give a new impulse to our 
future efforts, that, under God's blessing, the next 
fifty years may bear a ratio of progress and extension 
in our mission equal, at least, to that of the last half 
century. And should this be the case, (and why 
should it not?) what a review will be taken at the 
centenary of our mission! What triumphs of the 
cross will then be recorded; what an harvest will 
have been reaped in India from the seed which has 
already been sown; what a change will have been 
wrought in Africa, on whose behalf incipient efforts 
are now made; and to what an extent may the evan
gelization of China: have proceeded; how much nearer 
will the church evidently be to its millennial glory, and 
the world to its complete renovation. But few, very 
few of us now present may expect to see this time on 
earth. Long before the arrival of 1892 the work of 
most of us will be done; but when we are with Carey, 
and Ryland, and Fuller, and all the noble band of 
departed missionaries of every branch of the Christian 
church in the kingdom of our Father, will not the joy 
of that second jubilee reach us, and be as superior to 
the gladness which now delights us, as heaven itself 
is to earth? 

Let this year, then, be a season of grateful offerings, 
commemorative of the great thingi which God has 
done for us ; and let the extent of our offerings prove 
the warmth of our gratitude, Let there not be an in
dividual throughout the whole of our churches and 
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cong1·egations who will not this year contribute some
thing to the jubilee fund. The objects proposed to be 
accomplished by it have already been brought before 
the public. They are all, not only important, but in
mately connected with the great purposes of our mis
sion. The free-will offerings of this season, with the 
zeal and activity which they will call forth, will, we 
trust, remove many obstacles out of the way of our 
missionary efforts, give to its operations a new and 
vigorous impulse, and enlarge the sphere of its labours, 
especially on the continent of Africa. And let it be 
our answer to any inquiries why new efforts are to be 
made, why a large, a generous, and a voluntary offering 
is this year to be presented to the sacred cause; "The 
Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are 
glad." 
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A SERMON. 

ISAIAH XL. 31. 

They tltat wait upon tlze Lord sltall renew their strength. 

IT is the part of wisdom to converse with the past ; 
and scarcely less culpable is it than foolish to suffer 
the times in which we live to pass away without an 
attempt to rescue from oblivion the events and trans
actions by which they are marked. The divisions of 
time, the result, as they are, not of human but of 
divine arrangement, seem as though they were espe
cially intended to aid us in our eflorts. Devout men 
in every age, and the great instructors of mankind, 
have availed themselves of the periodical recurrence 
of remarkable epochs to review the course of provi
dence, and to gather up and enforce the principles 
they have developed of the divine government, or the 
lessons they have taught of human duty. 

The two faculties by which man as an intellectual 
creature is chiefly distinguished, are those by which he 
can identify himself at once with the past and the 
future. Memory enables him to retrace the steps of 
his earliest years, and, aided by history, he mingles 
with remote generations, calls up before him the men 
and the manners of former times, and lives amidst 
occurrences which transpired ages ago; while imagi-



40 

nation bears him forward into futurity, carries his 
views and anxieties into scenes which he will never 
witness, and opens before him prospects bright as 
heaven and distant as eternity. He is thus capable of 
giving a kind of indefinite expansion to his being, of 
living through all time, and of deriving the elements 
of his character and his happiness not simply from the 
present, but almost equally both from what has been, 
and from what shall be. 

·when, from the arrival of some special period, the 
occasion unsought for is naturally presented of review
ing the history of former years, it would indicate a 
criminal indifference as well to our own obligations as 
to the course of divi.ne providence, were we to turn 
away from an employment to which, as by the voice 
of God, we are so manifestly called. To me, therefore, 
it appears that the celebration of the fiftieth anniver
sary of the formation of our Missionary Society, with 
becoming services of religious joy, is so far from need:. 
ing an apology, as some have deemed, that we should 
have shown ourselves insensible to the claims of piety 
and duty had we not observed it. The rise of the 
Baptist Mission, succeeded as it was by many similar 
institutions, whose conjoint influence has impressed a 
character on the age in which we live, marks a new 
er-a in the history of the Christian Church ; and the 
benevolent triumphs it has, under God, achieved in 
both hemispheres, during the first fifty years of its 
progress, while they may justly challenge the -obser
vation of philanthropists, philosophers, and statesmen, 
and exhibit to them results which none of their schemes 
for the moral improvement of mankind could have 
effectuated, especially invite the devout consideration 
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of the Christion, and fill his mind with emotions at 
once of gratitude and hope. 

The review of the fifty years which are now closing 
upon our Society should, I conceive, be rendered sub
servient principally to two purposes; to excite, in the 
first instance, sentiments of admiration and devout 
thankfulness, and then to stimulate to renewed and 
augmented exertion. My province lies with the lat
ter. 

In the discourse to which many of us were privi
leged to listen last evening, the review itself was 
sketched with a rapid, but felicitous pencil. The chief 
operations of the mission were described, and the 
power of divine grace was exemplified in the difficul
ties surmounted, the interpositions of mercy realized, 
and the good effected; and the thankful joy of every 
heart was elicited, while the preacher's glowing illus
trations of his text made us ready with united voices 
to exclaim, " The Lord hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad." 

Suffer me now, fathers and brethren, to lead you 
into another train of thought; not less in harmony, I 
trust, with this great occasion, though falling, as I am 
painfully conscious it must, far short of its require
ments. 

Though it may be true that the achievements of the 
last half century surpass what even the most sanguine 
could have ventured to expect, and perhaps bring the 
modern successes of Christianity into parallel with its 
primitive triumphs, it must yet be felt that the church 
has an incomparably g-reater work to do than any she 
has hitherto accomplished. It were to make, there
fore, but an ill use of the present season, if we did not 
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seize upon it as affording· the opportunity and the 
material for holy provocation to renewed effort. If 
we cast our eyes upon the past, it must not be 
with a look of complacency that would enervate our 
zeal, and lull our spirits into inglorious repose, but 
rather that we may gather new incentives to our hal
lowed toil. And if the knowledg·e we have acquired 
has served to enlarge our conception of the magnitude 
of the undertaking, and the difficulties that surround 
it, and to overwhelm us with a sense of our utter 
incompetency to it, let me remind you of the source 
from which all necessary aid can be derived, as exhi
bited in the gracious promise before us, " They that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength." I 
will not say that our strength is exhausted by the 
labour of fifty years, for, on the contrary, I believe our 
denomination was never in a condition more vigor
ously to prosecute the work of God than it is at the 
present time, its growth and internal prosperity hav
ing advanced at an equal, if not an aug·mented ratio, 
with its efforts to extend the limits of the Christian 
faith ; but it becomes us habitually to bear in mind, 
that the capacity to labour and the blessing which 
must crown our labours with success, come alike from 
God. 

In prosecution of the design I have in view, I shall 
endeavour in the first part of this discourse to ascer
tain our present position in regard to missionary work, 
and our capacities for it, especially as contrasted with 
the sta.te of things when the Mission was founded; 
then to point out and illustrate some of the necessary 
conditions of success; and finally, to exhibit a few of 
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the special encouragements to the continued pursuit of 
the great enterprise which our own times supply. 

I. 

There are many points of view in which our 
position in relation to the great work of subduing the 
heathen to the dominion of the Son of God, and our 
capacities for engaging in it, contrast most favourably 
with those of ow· predecessors. 

I. Amongst these I may mention, first, that the 
principles on which the work proceeds are both more 
clear~1J understood and more extensively admitted amongst 
our churches, and by Christians at large, than they were 
fifty years ago. At that period, as is well known, 
doctTines widely prevailed which are altogether in
consistent ,vith efforts to propagate the gospel, and 
which, wherever they still obtain, are invariably found 
to paralyse them. The views which were held on the 
nature and extent of divine requirements and human 
ability, on the design of the atonement, and the man
ner in which it should be announced to the world, on 
the necessary connexion between the agency of man 
and the accomplishment of the designs of God, and 
on kindred subjects, were, if not for the most part, yet 
to a g-reat e:>rtent, inimical to any movement of a mis
sionary kind. Nor was any moral oblig-ation felt to 
be resting on the church to exert herself for the world's 
salvation. The binding nature of the·unrepealed com
mission on Christians of every ag·e, "Go into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature," was 
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not understood. The Christians of that day seemed 
not to know that it possessed the authority of law, or 
they deemed that, however imperative it might once 
have been, it had long· become obsolete. The founders 
of our mission had to clear the way at every step they 
took ; not simply to maintain the enterprise against the 
opposition of adversaries, but to vindicate its scrip
tural propriety to their friends. The church had been 
slumbering for ages; and not only had her indolence 
acquired the force of an inveterate habit, but it had 
enfeebled her faculties. She was not only indisposed 
to exertion, but incapable of perceiving why exertion 
should be made. Nor -was this the extent of the mis
chief. Some there were, and those not a few, who 
carried the matter so far as to denounce the very de·..: 
sign of converting the heathen as an impious ititer'
ference with the prerogative of Jehovah, a profane 
attempt to anticipate the divine decrees, and to control 
the times and the seasons which the Father reserves 
in his own power. 

All such sentiments have now well nigh disappeared 
from our churches. Probably, since the days of the 
apostles, the principles which give rise to every kind 
of evangelical effort were never more clearly perceived, 
or more firmly grasped than now. The possession of 
the gospel is almost universally understood to imply 
the obligation to propagate the gospel. It is not 
simply admitted to be a good work, but it is felt to be 
a necessary work; not merely that we may engag·e in 
it, but that we must. It is held to be a derelictio11, of 
duty, the violation of a sacred trust, of which that 
Christian is guilty who is content to be saved himself, 
and makes no effort to save others. Such professors 
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indeed, though a few perhaps .may still remain, are 
now rarely to be found. If occasionally we meet with 
one, so unusual is the occurrence that we gaze upon 
him as a sort of moral curiosity, and talk with him of 
his obsolete opinions with something like the surprise 
we might be supposed to feel were we to converse with 
a man who had lived in the dark ages. 

The prevalent theology is no longer of a kind to 
cramp the elastic spirit of Christian love, but rather to 
cherish its fires. ·with the expansion of the heart the 
understanding has expanded. Larger views are taken 
of the economy of redemption; views every way more 
accordant with the personal dignity of the Redeemer, 
the infinite value of his sacrifice, and the satisfaction 
promised to recompense the travail of his soul. The 
minds of good men have outgrown the narrow con
ceptions once entertained of the genius and design of 
Christianity, and have taken hold of the magnificent 
idea, that, as all men stand equally in need of salvation, 
so, without distinction and without limit, salvation is 
to be proclaimed to all. No geographical boundary 
intercepts the erects of the fall ; none shall intercept 
the effects of the atonement. No rivers, no chains of 
mountains, no wide-spreading impassable desert, no 
gulfs, or seas, or oceans, have arrested the course of 
sin; none shall arrest the triumphs of the cross. If 
the propitiation of Calvary have no adaptation to the 
case of the Hindoo or the African, how shall I ascer
tain that it will save my own countrymen? If it be 
not sufficient for all, how shall I be certain that it is 
sufficient for myself? Who percei'ves not that the 
cross is the common hope of man ? It casts its ample 
and refreshing shadow over every portion of the earth, 
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and places all its guilty millions within the reach of 
forg·iving mercy. 

These sentiments prevailing·, ours is not the task. to 
lay the grounds and make sure the foundations of the 
work. "re have not to assail the strong·holds of 
ancient prejudice in the bosom of the church, nor to 
satisfy the friends of God that there is no usurpation 
of an office which belongs not to them, in attempting 
to bring the heathen under the dominion of his Son. 
The activity which prevails in our own churches, and 
the growing interest they take in the mission, are 
indications of the wholesome doctrine by which they 
are nourished, and promise most auspiciously for its 
future progress. We have not to create the mission
ary spirit, but only to foster and direct it; not to 
kindle the spark, but to fan the flame. 

Something may perhaps yet require to be done to 
guard ourselves against discouragement, in, cases 
where, after long toil, comparatively few of the hea
then are converted. And this, I think, is to be accom
plished by a still more distinct apprehension of some of 
the principles which are involved in our work, and which 
some mind capable of encountering the subject, and 
of placing it in a satisfactory light, might more fully 
develop than at present I recollect to have seen them. 
The conversion of souls is infinitely desirable, but the 
desire of their conversion, as a motive for engaging in 
missions, should be controlled by other considerations 
of even superior importance. Though no soul had 
been converted by all our missionary labours, the 
sending the gospel to the heathen would still remain 
an imperative duty. Success is not the measure of 
obligation. It is a stimulus to action, but not the rule. 
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God's ~vords must be spoken to the nations, as anciently 
to the Jews, "whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear." "'' · 

There may also be a danger of overlooking another 
material point. Our views of the sufficiency of the 
atonement should never be dissociated from the sove
reignty of divine grace. When the apostle James 
concluded the debate on the question of subjecting the 
converted gentiles to circumcision, he commenced his 
speech in these words:-" Men and brethren, hearken 
unto me. Simeon bath declared how God at the first 
did visit the gentiles, to take out of them a people for 
his name." Now I conceive that, by modern missions, 
God is doing precisely the same thing as he did by the 
primitive efforts of the Christian church. He is 
visiting the gentiles, to take out of tllem a people. 
This was his purpose originally, and this I apprehend 
is ms purpose still, whatever may be ours. This pur
pose, then, will assuredly be accomplished. ·whether 
in any particular field of missionary labour God have 
much people, as at Corinth, or whether he have but. 
few, the people whom he has he will gather. And 
should it not be enough for us to be the instruments 
of converting these, though the rest remain in unbe
lief? 

Let me add yet a third consideration. The sal va
tion of men is not the ultimate end of the economy of 
redemption. That economy,·while it is the grand and 
only remedy for human guilt, is also an instrument 
for conducting God's moral governn;i.ent of the world; 
and the ends of that government will be secured by 

.. Ezek. ii. 7, 
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the publication of the g-ospel among· the heathen, even 
where they are not saved. God's probation of man
kind is not completed until they have been placed 
under the g·ospcl. It is necessary to the e..xperimental 
process by which he is trying them as moral agents, 
and to the vindication of his own rectitude in the day 
of final ju<lgment. He is thus, by our ag·ency in this 
particular, making provision for the manifestation of 
his glorious perfections, and especially for the ever
lasting triumph of his equity as the sovereign Lord 
and Ruler of the universe. Though one end, there
fore, should not be obtained, which we design and aim 
at in sending the tidings of salvation to the heathen, 
another end, still more noble and jmportant, and 
never lost sight of by God himself, is attained, and 
that is, the dignity and consistency of his government. 
And though we may not be able in the present world 
to appreciate fully the force of this argument, it is but 
to remember that this state of things will soon be over, 
when the administration of the mediatorial king·dom 
will merge in the universal government of God; for 
"then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him 
that put all things under him, that God mo.y be all' in 
all." "A vast and stable eternity" (to use the lan
guage of John Howe) " remains, wherein the whole 
celestial chorus shall entertain themselves with the 
grateful contemplation and applause of his deep coun
sels. Such things as now seem perplex and intricate 
to us, will appear most irreprehensibly fair and comely 
to angelical minds and our own, when we shall be 
vouchsafed a place amongst that happy community. 
What discovery God affords of his own glorious ex
cellencies and perfections, is principally intended to 
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recommend him in that state wherein lie and all his 
ways and works are to be beheld with everlasting and 
most complacential approbation."* 

2. It is obvious, to remark next, that a correspond
ing change of opinion in relation to Christian missions 
lws taken place beyond the precincts ef the c!turclt. 

As the Christians of the second and third centuries 
were compelled to write apologies in vindication of 
Christianity, so in the nineteenth century it was not 
less· necessary to apologize for efforts to propagate it 
amongst the heathen : with this remarkable difference, 
however, between the two cases, that, while the Apolo
g·ies of Justin Martyr and Tertullian were addressed 
to a heathen government, those of Fuller and Hall 
were intended to conciliate rulers professedly Chris
tian. The difficulties that embarrassed the early 
movements of the Baptist Mission, arising from the 
jealousy of the government and the opposition of par
ties high in their confidence, are too well remem
bered to need that I should do more than generally 
refer to them. Nor is it forgotten how the wit, and 
genius, and literary talent of the time were marshalled 
against the incipient design. Mainly, no doubt, this 
opposition proceeded from the deep-rooted enmity of 
the human heart against God and the progress of his 
cause, and was led on by men of deistical principles ; 
but it arose also in part, at least in some minds, from 
mistaken apprehensions and ill-founded fears that the 
effect of the introduction of Christianity into Beng-al 

• Reconcileablcness of God's Prescience, &c. Works, vol. ii. p, 280. 
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would be prejudicial to the permanence of British 
dominion on the continent of India. How little did the 
men who thus reasoned, reason or think like Christians I 
But, from whatever cause it sprang, we may inquire 
what has become of it now. ,vhere, at the present 
day, are the statesmen who would prohibit the mis
sionary from setting his foot on any shore that owns 
allegiance to the British crown ? Where are the 
writers who affect to treat his self-denying labours 
with contempt? Where are the wits and reviewers 
who turn them into ridicule, or the philosopher who 
denounces the man a visionary, and his scheme a 
romance ? And where is that large portion of the pub
lic who sympathized in the profane banter, and grati
fied their impious merriment at the ~xpense of me
thodism and missions? Scarcely any thing is more 
remarkable than the altered estimate which is now 
formed of the missionary enterprise, by almost every 
class of persons. Men enriched with the noblest intel
lectual endowments, and adorning the loftiest stations 
in the country, are found among its advocates ; sena
tors extol it in parliament; writers of the highest 
order pay it the homage of their profound respect. 
It has evoked from the lyre of poesy some of its 
sweetest melodies and sublimest odes. It moulds much 
of the current literature of the day, and tinctures 
more. It has even created a literature of its own. 
And in the meantime the popular feeling has turned 
almost entirely in its favour, so that now you shall 
hear it spoken of in terms of commendation in almost 
all circles into which you can go. The impression 
prevails that it is a work so essentially good, and so 
necessary to the happiness of mankind, that it were 
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impious to oppose it. In the time of its founders, 
designs and tendencies were imputed to it which had 
no existence but in the disturbed imagination of its 
opponents ; men now judge of it by its fruits. The 
benign and humanizing influence it has exerted in the 
East Indies, the civilization, industry, and comfort it 
has spread through the islands of the great Pacific, 
and the triumph it has achieved over slavery in our 
colonies-to say nothing of its noblest results in 
the spiritual renovation of character, the planting of 
Christian churches, the diffusion of the vVord of God, 
the overthrow of idolatry, and the salvation of thou
sands and tens of thousands of immortal men-have 
carried conviction to all minds, even the most reluc
tant, and established its public reputation on a sure 
basis. No longer treated with contempt, or ridicule, 
or even indifference, it attracts to itself the considera
tion of legislators, conciliates the protection of colonial 
governments, receives the applause of patriots and 
philanthropists, and commands the admiration of all. 

3. A third contrast greatly in our favour is found in 
the augmented means for carrying forward the work 
which are now placed in the liands of the church. 

Agents, implements, and pecuniary resources, are 
all included in the means necessary to the conduct of 
m1ss10ns. In each of these particulars, how marvel
lous is the creation of fifty years ! Carry back your 
view t.o the commencement of this period, and on the 
13th of June, 1793, you see Carey setting his foot on 
board the Danish East lndiaman which conveyed him 
and his beloved associate, Thomas, to the shores of 
Bengal. Two missionaries were all that the churches 

E2 
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of Britain at that time could send forth on the errand 
of God's love to the heathen, and even they were 
denied a pa&<:ag·e in a British ship. There were none 
taking their departure to the South Seas, none to the 
'Vir est Indies, none to Africa ; nor did it then appear 
whether others would follow these devoted men to the 
chosen scene of thefr holy toils, or whether they should 
labour and die alone. But now missionaries are going 
forth to almost every land, and the two have multi
plied to thousands. 

\Vhen the primitive evangelists took their departure 
from Jerusalem, they were endowed with the capacity 
of speaking all languages. The chief facility required 
for preaching in foreign lands was thus supernaturally 
possessed by them, at the very commeµcement of their 
work. Under how great a disadvantage, in compari
son, must our brethren have laboured ! Diligent ap
plication and unwearied industry could alone enable 
them to surmount the obstacle which lay at the very 
threshold of their undertaking. So essentially differ
ent in their entire sbcture and idiom are the lan
guages of the East from those of the western parts of 
the world, that a competent authority records it as his 
opinion, that any six of the principal languages of 
Europe might be learnt with as' little labour as one of 
ihose of India.• It must ever, therefore, stand as an 
instance of extraordinary skill and prodigious learn
ing·, that, in less than four years from his arrival, Carey 
had translated the New Testament into Bengali, and 
that this first translation was so rapidly followed by 
others into the venerable Sanscrit, and the various 

• Letters on India, by Rev. W. Buyers, Missionary at Denares, p. 24. 
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dialects and languages of British India. Coinci
dently with the translation of the scriptures, he devoted 
his great abilities as a scholar to the preparation also 
of grammars and lexicons, and the literary apparatus 
necessary to the acquisition of these oriental tongues; 
and we can scarcely, I imagine, over-estimate the 
value of these initial labours, or the advantage result
ing from them to subsequent missionaries. 

The translation of the bible into his native language 
ranks deservedly as the noblest amongst all the noble 
achievements of the great reformer of Germany, and 
was the most efficient instrument in producing and 
giving a permanent existence to the reformation. In 
like manner, may we not consider Christianity as 

rooted in the soil of India, and the evangelization of 
its inhabitants destined to advance at an incomparably 
aug·mented ratio, now that iu their own tongue wherein 
they were born they read the wonderful works of 
God? 

If the founders of our Indian empire achieved a 
great exploit when t,hey subdued the natives to the 
sway of the British crown, it must be remembered 
that they possessed every requisite for their under
taking. Not only were they brave men, but they 
were well armed ; not only did their bosoms burn 
with martial valour, but they carried in their hands 
the implements of war. ·when our missionaries as
sailed that stronghold of Satan, men of dauntless 
courage they were, and clothed in armour for self
defence. They had buckled on the breastplate of 
righteousness, on their heads was the helmet of sal va
tion, their left arm carried the shield of faith, and they 
were clad with zeal as with a military cloak; but 



64 

where was the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God? The chief weapon of their warfare was 
wanti.ng ; and how utterly powerless did they at times 
feel themselves without it! ·writing· to Fuller, under 
date of January, 1796, Thomas says, "I would g·ive 
a million pounds sterling·, if I had it, to see a Bengal 
bible." Under such circumstances no soldier of the 
cross can take the field in Bengal again: His equip
ments are now complete. He can "put on the whole 
armour of God." "\"\T ere the translation of the bible 
the solitary result of the Baptist mission in the East, 
that result alone, I hesitate not to say, would amply 
justify its formation, and all the toil and money ex
pended during the subsequent fifty years . 

.A..nd let me yet detain you for another moment on 
this important point. Those who are conversant with 
the history of the translation of the scriptures into our 
own language, know how slow was the prog-ress by 
which it advanced to its present state. If we suppose 
"Wickliffe's to have been the first translation of the bible 
(and there is no proof of the existence of any thing more 
than versions of parts of it at an earlier date), then it 
took eight hundred years, reckoning from the intro
duction of Christianity into England by Augustine, to 
produce a translation of the whole bible, and two hun
dred more to bring it to its present state. Thus it was 
the labour of a thousand years to give to Britain the 
word of God. Let me now place beside this state
ment an extract from a letter bearing date Calcutta, 
January 17th of the present year, and addressed by 
Dr. Yates to Dr. Hoby. "I will touch" (he says)" on 
the work of the father of our mission. The object on 
which Carey's heart was set is advancing, and I hope 
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by the end of this year the whole bible will be com
pleted in quarto size, with references and readings. 
This will have been done within fifty years, and I 
think I may say in as great a state of perfection as 
the English version was five hundred years"-he 
might have said, comparing it only with ·Wickliffe's, 
eight hundred years-" after the introduction of Chris
tianity into our island. If then in regard to the scrip
tures in Bengali, a language spoken by about twenty
five millions of people, we have done as much in fifty 
years as was done by our forefathers in our native land 
in five hundred years" ( or rather, as we have seen, in 
eight hundred), "have we not reason to rejoice? Yes, 
I do rejoice in the goodness of God in this particular, 
and I feel quite confident, how many soever may be 
the versions of the scriptures in the Bengali in future 
years, that ours will have a lasting influence upon 
them all." 

In referring to the instruments fitted for carrying on 
the work, I might mention many other besides this 
first and most important of them all, which have been 
provided, under God, by the persevering and success
ful efforts of his servants; and which, ready as they 
are for instant use, place us in relation to missionary 
efforts in circumstances of unprecedented advantage; 
But I omit any further notice of them, that I may 
just g-lance at our position in regard to pecuniary re
som·ces. 

In nothing, I conceive, did the little band of holy 
men who in this town resolved on the formation of 
our mission, display their simple dependence upon 
God more, than in the total absence they evinced of 
anxiety on the pecuniary part of the subject. But 
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for the entire conviction they must have felt that the 
work was God'~, and that the necessary 1·esources 
would be provided by him, the amount of their first 
subscription would inevitably have deterred them from 
taking another step. At the same time they could 
never have anticipated that, in the brief space of fifty 
years, so large an amount would be annually raised for 
missionary purposes as is now realized. The income 
of our own Society has gone on progressively increas
ing, and though our expenditure has commonly of 
late years outrun our receipts, we have never applied 
in vain to the liberality of our churches. I will not 
dwell on this part of the subject; but, before I leave it, 
I must express my strong and growing ~onviction, that, 
of all the fears entertained in relation to the missionary 
cause, the fear of the failure of pecuniary supplies is 
the most unworthy and the most groundless. While 
the spirit of the founders of our mission dwells in the 
bosom of its conductors, they will never be deterred 
from prosecuting the work entrusted to their bands 
from the apprehension that they may involve the So
ciety in pecuniary embarrassment. Only let them go 
on as men of God, strengthening and extending the 
mission, and they will find a cordial sympathy in the 
hearts of the thousands of their brethren for whom they 
are acting, and be generously sustained by their will
ing co-operation and still increasing contributions. 

4. I will mention but one advantage more which 
we possess over our predecessors, and that is found in 
the experience acquired from fifty years' exertions. 

The missionary enterprise in their hands wus com
paratively an untried work. They were literally, in 
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Fuller's expressive figure, like men about to pene
trate a mine which had never been explored before. 
They neither knew by what methods they might best 
explore it, nor if its produce would repay the expense 
and hazard they would certainly incur. Most men 
were ready to predict the failure of the whole design, 
and even those who did not look upon it as altogether 
chimerical, entertained little hope of its success. We 
have lived to see every fear disappointed, and every 
expectation more than realized. The explorers have 
returned, bringing with them many a precious gem, 
of incomparably greater worth than the gold of Ophir 
or the diamonds of Brazil, and giving promise of the 
acquisition of incalculable riches, if the mine be but 
wrought with perseverance and skill. 

In the meantime much practical knowledge has been 
acquired. An enlarged acquaintance has been obtained 
with the necessities of the undertaking, with the seve
ral modes in which it may be best carried on, and with 
the kind of agency suited to its different departments. 
Both the directors at home, and the missionaries in 
their several spheres of labour, thus come to the work 
with some considerable degree of aptitude, the result 
of availing· themselves of the recorded observations 
and experience of their precursors. In these respects, 
it may be said that "other men have laboured, and 
we have entered into their labours." The most diffi
cult part of the work is already accomplished. ln 
storming a fortress, the victory is half achieved when 
the first breach is made ; in rearing an edifice, the 
main thing is done when the foundation is laid ; and 
so, in producing that mighty revolution by which the 
moral condition of the heathen world is ultimately to 
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he chang·ed, till it become instinct with the vital grace 
of the Spirit and refulgent with the beauties of holi
ness, the end may be considered certain when the first 
impulse has been effectively given. The insertion of 
the leaven secures the leavening of the whole mass. 

These then, as it has occurred to me, are some of 
the points of view in which our position autl capaci
ties for missionary work may be advantageously con
trasted with those of the men who commenced it. 
And if, in circumstances so dissimilar to om· own, 
they, gathering on this hallowed spot, " solemnly 
agreed to act in society together _for the purpose," and 
did so in the spirit of Carey's magnanimous principle 
-" Expect great things, and attempt g-reat things," 
what ought not we to do? Here, while standing 
on the ashes of one of those holy men, and as if in the 
conscious presence of the glorified spirits of them all, 
we are ready, after their example, to devote ourselves 
afresh to this great service. We follow them to the 
altar of God, and lay our sacri£ce where theirs was 
consumed ; desiring nothing so much as that we may 
be counted worthy to tread in their footsteps, and, after 
a few more years of pleasurable toil in promoting the 
same cause, to unite with them in the everlasting· an
them, "Unto him that loved us and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood, and bath made us kings 
and priests unto God and his Father, to him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." 

II. 

If, then, having arrived at an epoch in our llllssion
ary history, we are now prepared to renew the conse-
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cration of ourselves to this blessed work, indulge me 
still further with your attention, my honoured brethren 
and fathers, while I venture, with much diffidence, to 
offer a few suggestions on points which seem to me of 
essential moment to its prosperity, and to our own 
honour and comfort in conducting it. On this part 
of my subject also, while indicating some of the ne
cessary conditions of success, I shall be materially 
aided by bearing in mind the sustaining and directing 
principles of our revered predecessors, and in advert
ing as occasion may serve to their example. 

I. Allow me then to suggest tile necessity qf our 
cultivating a cordial love for one another. 

Need I remind you how much of the charm of our 
mission is derived from the strong affection which 
bound together the hearts of its founders ? They 
were men of diversified character and intellectual en
dowment, differing much from each other in the 
mental peculiarities by which they were severally 
distinguished : but they " loved one another with a 
pure heart fervently." Nor do I think it possible to 
attribute too much of the salutary influence they ex
erted upon the age in which they lived to this cause. 
Having its origin in love, the mission grew and 
.flourished, for it was fostered by a band of brothers ; 
and, if it is yet to flourish, it must live upon the same 
aliment. It must be fostered by a band of brothers still. 

When Jehu was on his way to Samaria to over
throw the temple of Baal, "he lighted," says the in
spired historian, "on Jehonadab the son ofRechab com
ing to meet him; and he saluted him, and said to him, 
Is thine heart right as my heart is with thy heart'! 
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And Jehonadab answered, It is. If it be, give me thine 
hand ; and he took him up to him into the chariot." 
I have nothing to do with the character of Jehn. He 
was a bad man and actuated by bad motives, but he 
was engag·ed in a good object, one which he had un
dertaken by immediate direction from God, and he 
knew the value of a good man's friendship and co
operation. The union which he sought with Jehona
dab is the union we must seek with one another-a 
union of heart and band. Let us proceed in our work 
with united affections and united efforts, and we shall 
certainly rejoice together in its success. 

I think I am not misled by a too partial judgment 
when I express my belief that there never was a 
period in which the tendencies to union, and the desire 
after it, were so great in our denomination as they are 
at present. It is true, there may not exist amongst 
us exactly such a combination of personal friends as 
that which is exhibited in the instance of those five 
men-Fuller, Sutcliffe, Ryland, Carey, and Pearce. 
Vi1here, indeed, shall we :find its parallel at all, except, 
perhaps, amongst the reformers, or in the times of the 
primitive church? But there is a :n:iuch more general 
agreement drawing our pastors and churches together. 
If brotherly affection be less intense, it is more exten
sively exercised. Such spectacles as we are accustomed 
to see, when brethren from all parts of the kingdom con
vene in our annual assemblies, were unknown in the 
earlier stages of the mission ; and where, in the whole 
compass of ecclesiastical history, shall we find a pa
rallel to the present assembly ? That there should be 
diversities of judgment amongst µs, is but the neces
sary consequence of using each for himself his own 
liberty of independent thinking ; but, whatever diver-
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sity there may be, there is no discord, and even the 
diversities themselves are diminishing, both in num
ber and importance. This, indeed, is the natural 
effect of love. The more closely good men unite with 
each other, the less do their differences become, melt
ing away under the genial warmth of mutual affec
tion; and it will be hard to show that the conclusions 
at which we arrive are the less sound, or likely to be 
the less stable, because the understanding has been 
reached through the heart. 

If union be a necessary element of success in our 
work, that work itself strengthens the bond which 
unites us. There was, unquestionably, this re
flex operation strongly exerted in the case of the 
originators of the mission. If they loved one another 
before, their mutual attachment was greatly strength
ened by their becoming " workers together for Goel." 
Besides supplying· an object of common and deep in
terest in which their sympathies were equally engaged, 
there is something in the very nature of the service of 
Christ adapted to engender a sincere and ardent affec
tion amongst those who are engaged in it; and espe
cially when it exposes them to hazard, involves them in 
difficulties, or calls for sacrifices and self-denying toils. 
Who, in reading the first chapter in the book of Reve
lation, has not paused to admire the inimitable pathos 
of the passage in which the author describes him
self? "I John, who also am your brother and compa
nion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience 
of Jesus Christ." 0 brethren! if our hearts be but 
surrendered to this hallowed influence, if holy love 
bind us together, and our companionship be cemented 
by a common interest in the kingdom of our Lord 
and common toils to promote it, we shall not have_ 
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lived in vain. This will be to follow in the track of 
the sainted dead, to breathe their spirit, to emulate 
their example, to reap their successes, and finally to 
share in their everlasting reward. 

It seems to me as though the time had well nigh 
come, in which the mission and its dauo-hter institu-

~ 

tion-the Bible Translation Society-were to form a 
centre of attraction to the whole denomination. The 
events which have transpired within the last few years, 
however much in some points of view they are to be 
regretted, have certainly had the happy effect of 
drawing us more closely together. The number of 
churches which take an active interest in the sup
port of these institutions is annually increasing, and 
the feeling spreads that we are henceforth to live 
in closer harmony with each other, and with every 
part of the great Baptist family throughout the world. 
Nor let it be alleged against us by our fellow Chris
tians, that we are therefore growing· more sectarian. 
More denominational, I believe, we are growing·, and 
I confess I rejoice that we are; but we do not love the 
unive~sal eh the less because we' love our own 
section o . the more. Preference resulting from a 
praye ~mination of the will of Christ, and a con
scientious a{Iherence to it when it is believed to be 
ascertained, is not to.,be ~e'D(?Ullced as bigotry, but to 
be ho ured as a demonstration of Christian principle; 
nor c I understand what kin,~ of attenuated, subtile, 

Jmpalpable affection that'must be which loves 
urch as a whole, but ha,s no predilection for 

an articular part. If we conceive that our deno
mination, is, in the main, moref scriptural than any 
other (and if we d~ not thus conceive of it, why do 
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we attach ourselves to it at all ?), then, not only are 
we justified in upholding its interests, but it would be 
a culpable dereliction of duty, and even treachery 
to the truth, if we did not gather round it with warm 
hearts and manly resolution, and love it all the more 
for being misrepresented or forsaken. 

The effect of this larger and closer combination 
cannot fail to be felt in our operations for pro
pag-ating the gospel. Its influence will be to 
strengthen our purpose, to stimulate our zeal, to con
centrate our forces, to inspire our confidence, and, 
with the divine blessing, to ensure success. Where 
men lie dispersed, without concert, order, or discipline, 
communication, is uncertain, counsel difficult, and 
success impossible; but, where they are acquainted 
with each others' principles, experienced in each others' 
talents, practised in their mutual habitudes and dispo
sitions by joint efforts in business, and above all, 
united in the concord of a holy fellowship, and em
barked together in a common interest, it is evident 
that they are prepared to act a public part with a 
steadiness, skill,--and perseverance, which must in the 
end be triumphant. 

2. With this love to one another, let me CODJOlll a 
stedfast adherence to tlie trutlt, as a second condition 
of success. 

The office of the church, like that of the Son of God, 
is to bear witness to the truth. Truth of every kind 
is valuable, and Christians will rejoice in its diffusion; 
but it is not for the propagation of every kind of tr:eltr}1 
that they are to be especially concerned. Their pro
vince is defined by the commission under which they 
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net-" Go and preach the g·ospcl to every creature." 
\~Thatever is included in makino· known the "ofad 

b b 

tidings of great joy which shall be to all people," be-
long-s to them, bnt nothing else. They must neither 
fall short of this, nor go beyond it. ·were I to 
speak still more definitely in relation to ourselves, I 
should say that the propagation of the truth in our 
hands must take a twofold character. It involves the 
inculcation of that portion of truth in which we have 
a common agreement with our fellow Christians, and 
of that portion also by holding which we are distin
guished from them. 

Equally with every other section of the Christian 
church, we have it in charge from our divine Master 
to publish to the world "the common salvation." 
Our missionaries are sent forth to preach to the na
tions "the unsearchable riches of Christ." Hitherto 
they have discharged with fidelity the obligation 
which they voluntarily undertook, and God has gra
ciously vouchsafed them ample encouragement. Any 
defection from the great fundamental doctrines of 
Christianity would instantly unnerve their arm and 
defeat their success. The conversion of the heathen 
is utterly hopeless by any other means than the 
preaching of the cross. Unless our beloved brethren 
continue to be " a sweet savour of Christ," they, had 
better return. If they cannot say from the depths of 
their soul, " We are determined to know nothing 
amongst men save Jesus Christ and him_ crucified," 
they are not the persons to go upon this errand. Let 
them take the first missionaries for their model. Their 
sermons spoke of nothing but Christ. Every fact they 
stated had relation to him, every train of argument 
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they pursued ended in him, every persuasion they 
urged was to bring sinners to him. With an earnest 
and affectionate zeal they directed all men to his sac
rificial death, us the exclusive medium of pardon, the 
only source of hope to a perishing world. Their 
whole being was absorbed in the grandeur of redemp
tion, and the work of making it known. They could 
think of nothing, speak of nothing, glory in nothing, 
but the cross of Christ. And with this doctrine they 
subdued and christianized the world. While our 
chw·ches at home hold fast by this cardinal truth, and 
our missionaries abroad, after apostolic example, go 
forth to the heathen as "the ambassadors .of Christ," 
the issue hangs in no doubtful suspense. The struggle 
possibly may be protracted, but the event is certain. 

But, with our views of truth and of the preaching 
of Christ there is yet another point connected, which 
neither integrity nor conviction of duty will allow us 
to suppress, or even to conceal. We recur to the com
mission ; " Go ye therefore, teach all nations, bap
tizing tliem." By the sentiments we entertain on this 
part of the Saviour's last injunction we are distin
guished from all the rest of our fell ow Christians, and 
are distinctively known both as a denomination and 
as a missionary society. There is no virtue in dissent
ing from the practice of our fellow Christians, and 
especially when that practice has the consentient voice 
of any large proportion of them in its favour, unless, in 
our innermost convictions, it be reql!l:red by fidelity to 
Jesus Christ. Up to that point nothing shall separate 
us, with our own consent, from the entire body of the 
faithful : but beyond that point we dare not go. ,v e 
dare not keep back what we believe to be a part of his 

F 



66 

will. How could we expect his blessing· upon what, 
m our case, would be · a wilful suppression of the 
truth? 

And should we even be more zealous in this 
instance than in the estimation of others might be 
deemed needful, this excess of zeal might surely be 
pardoned, were it recollected that to this portion of 
truth our denomination is the solitary witness. The 
exclusive right of believers to the ordinance of bap
tism, and the obligation resting on all believers to be 
baptized, are, in our deliberate judg·ment, doctrines of 
scripture, and doctrines of scripture, moreover, which 
if we do not maintain them will not be maintained 
at all. Did our zeal, therefore, as is alleged, carry 
us somewhat beyond the line of rigid propriety, an 
apology might be found for us in this important 
fact. But what prominence, after all, do we give to 
this ordinance ? Where, in the order of preaching, 
do we place it ? Our answer to these inquiries is 
this. We aim to take the apostles and primitive evan
gelists for our guides ; and, following them, we never 
place it first, but certainly we always place it second. 
We say, " Repent, and be baptized ;" and we tell our 
converts, that, when the people of Samaria " believed 
Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom 
of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were bap
tized, both men and women." Whoever may attribute 
to baptism that great function of the Holy Spirit by 
which alone sinners are regenerated, we do not ; and 
whoever, on the other hand, may treat it as a thing of 
little account, using liberties with it which they ven
ture not to use with any thing else that bears the im·
press of a divine institute, neither do we do this. We 
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add nothing to it, we take nothing from it ; we leave 
it in the same honourable position in which the wis
dom of the Son of God placed it-the simple and 
dignified symbol of the believer's fellowship in the 
death and resurrection of his Lord. 

If, for a few years past, attention has been awaken
ing afresh to this subject, and we have been placed in 
a new position in relation to it, candour will require 
the acknowledg·ment from all parties, that it has not 
been of our seeking. No new course have we adopted; 
no ancient paths have we forsaken. We have simply 
pursued the tenor of our way, and quietly we would 
have pursued it, had we been permitted. As our fa
thers acted, so have we. Admiring their unswerving 
fidelity, unmoved alike by the solicitations of oppo
nents and the persuasion of friends, we have aimed 
at similar constancy. And a singular honour we deem 
it, that the same divine Providence which bas in so 
large a deg-ree committed the translation of the scrip
tures in modern times to the hands of Baptists, raised 
up amongst them men, who, to all their literary qua
lifications for the great task, superadded that still 
rarer endowment which, while it seated them with the 
docility of little children before the majesty of God's 
word, inspired them with the unflinching integrity of 
martyrs when contending for its purity before their 
fellow men. 

No attentive observer of the course of events can be 
ignorant of the revival in the present. day of some of 
the worst errors of the papacy; and of these, perhaps, 
the most pernicious, and at the same time the most 
widely spread, is that connected with the ordinance 
from which we derive our distinctive name. Nor is 

F2 
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the propag11tion of these sentiments restricted to our 
native land : they are t1~ansplanted to the plains of 
India, and are already working· their mischief there. 
My conviction, as I ponder these things-and what 
thoughtful man does not ponder them ?-gathers 
strength every day, that the great conflict which is 
evidently coming on will turn, in a large measure, 
perhaps mainly, upon this ordinance. No theolog·ian, 
and no denomination of Christians, is prepared to stand 
in the breach, whose principles are erroneous here. 
In the contest with the Anglican and the Romanist, 
the predo-ba~>tist dissenter is no match for his adver
sary. ·with distinguished ability he may contend 
against tradition and church authority ; but the more 
ability he displays, the more hopeless does his own po
sition become. His very success recoils upon himself. 
·with irresistible force does his adversary assail him 
with his own weapons, and demand of him the unan
swerable question ;-Take away church authority and 
tradition, and where are sprinkling and infant bap
tism? If there be any accuracy in this view, then 
what responsibility rests upon us ! Fidelity, it must 
be remembered, lies not so much in maintaining· 
truths which all agree to uphold, as in adhering to 
those which are deserted or denied. This, then, is 
our solemn obligation-an obligation which, originally 
devolved upon us by conscience and the word of God, 
is enforced by the necessity of the times-an obliga
tion which, if we trifle with it, violate it, or refuse to 
discharge it, will overwhelm us with merited confu
sion; but which, if we acknowledge and fulfil it, will 
mark us as men fearing God, and set for the defence 
of his truth. 
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3. If a stedfast adherence to the truth be essential 
to our success, so also is an e:.cclusive reliance on spiri
tual means for its propagation. 

I need scarcely remark, certainly it is unnecessary 
to take up any of your time in showing, that the gospel 
in its propagation repudiates any resort to craft and 
artifice, that it prohibits the use of violence and coer
cion, and refuses to lean on the authority and support 
of civil government. These truths are to us so ele
mentary, and withal so self-evident, that they have 
acquired the force of maxims. And not only does the 
gospel altogether decline assistance from either of these 
quarters, but experience has shown that, whenever its 
friends have placed it in alliance with such auxiliaries, 
instead of promoting its advancement they have put 
its very existence in peril; just as, when Ahaz sought 
succour from the g·ods of Damascus, " they were the 
ruin of him and of all Israel." Our wisdom then con
sists, as in the integrity of our purpose, so also in the 
simplicity of the means by which we seek to effect it. 

But the means to the use of which we are thus 
restricted, are capable of assuming various forms : 
having a generic nature, they subdivide into many 
species. Hence the translation and diffusion of the 
word of God, the institution of schools of various 
kinds for the education of different classes of pupils, 
the composition and circulation of short religious 
treatises and tracts, or the translation of such works, 
familiar discourse in the ordinary intercourse of life, 
disputations in the markets, and, above all, preaching. 
There is no want of scope for the abilities of our evan
gelists. Every order of mind may find its congenial 
occupation in subserviency to the gTeat design, and in 



70 

consistency with the one kind of instrumentality which 
alone must be employed. 

Though, perhaps, from the want of that knowledge 
which only experience can supply, it may scarcely be 
prudent that I should express a strong· opinion in fa
vour of any one of these modes rather than of all the 
rest, yet I cannot refrain from saying, that to me the 
great desideratum in our ea.stern mission ( n.nd the re
mark will apply in some degree to all oriental missions), 
seems to be more of the direct preaching of the gospel. 
I am not unaware of the difficulties which hinder it, 
nor of the arguments by which a preference is soug·ht 
to be maintained for educating the native youth, nor 
of the demands made upon the time and strength of a 
missionary in so many other ways, nor of numerous 
things besides which are alleged on the subject; bu:t 
there is one answer to be given to them all, and that 
answer is found in the fact, that preaching is God's 
ordinance for the salvation of men. "It pleased God," 
says the apostle, "by the foolishness of preaching to 
save them that believe." We have no reason to sup
pose that there was any peculiar adaptation in this in
strument fitting it for apostolic use which it does not 
possess now: it w~ in no degree more suited to con
vert the inhabitants of Corinth, than it is to convert 
the inhabitants of Calcutta, and it may at least be 
deemed worthy of inquiry whether its more extensive 
adoption might not give promise of more extensive 
success. 

4. But I hasten to remark fourthly, that the effici
ency of our missionary operations must greatly de
pend on the selection of suitable agents to conduct tlzem. 
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When the gospel was to be preached in the first 
age to the gentiles, Saul of Tarsus was converted, and 
raised to the apostleship for the purpose. There were 
already twelve apostles; it was not, therefore, from a 
deficiency in the number of this order of agents that he 
was added to the rest; it must have been because he 
was seen by infinite wisdom to be in an extraordinary 
degree suited to the work. Special occasions and great 
enterprises call for an order of talent which is in har
mony with them. It is not every statesman who is 
fitted to be an ambassador; it is not every minister 
who is qualified to be a missionary. 

Nor is it only in the foreign department of the so
ciety's affairs that we need this adaptation of the agent 
to his work; it is equally required at home. If a na
tion is to be successful in war, not only must there be 
brave and skilful generals in the field, but sagacious 
and astute ministers in the cabinet. Some men are 
expert in action, some are wise in counsel ; some men 
are enterprising and bold, some are prudent and acute; 
some have large understandings, and some burning 
hearts. The great work of conducting Christian mis
sions requires and deserves the consecration of the 
noblest endowments with which human character has 
ever been enriched. The church of God must give 
up to it her best and ablest sons. 

It must be reckoned amongst the felicities of our 
own mission that it has been so distinguished in this 
respect. It would be a criminal disregard of the hand 
of God not to acknowledge the eminent degrees of 
fitness for their office with which he endowed its 
founders, and not a few of those who, having been as
sociated with them, or having succeeded them, have also 
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entered into their rest. It we1·e superfluous to spcnk 
of the masculine and acute understanding of Fuller, 
the wisdom of Sutcliffe, the intrepidity and tenacious 
perseverance of Carey, the elevated piety of Ryland, 
or the seraphic love of Pearce. They were men in 
advance of the age in which they lived, and they have 
left the impression of their own characters upon it. It 
was indicative of a capacious grasp of intellect as well 
as of grandeur of moral sentiment, when, in reference 
to the communication of the g·ospel to the heathen, 
Carey enunciated his two simple, but ever memorable 
propositions. The mind that could originate such 
thoughts, and the minds that could sympathize with 
them, not as abstract speculations, but as principles 
of action to be incorporated with their very being, to 
give the direction and tone to the main business of 
their lives, must have been cast in no ordinary mould. 
Theirs was not the poetry of benevolence, but its 
practical and arduous toils. What they had the piety 
and intellectual vigour to conceive, they had the pa
tience and determination to execute. The missionary 
zeal which now pours its thousands into the treasury 
of God was not then kindled ; and I know not whether 
most to admire, the self-denial which led Carey to the 
shores of Bengal, or the indefatigable labours of 
Fuller, in which there was, perhaps, as much self
denial, to procure the necessary funds. Think of 
the man, who in his work on the absurdity of deism 
could produce such a chapter as that with which it 
closes-on "the consistency of redemption with the 
magnitude of creation"-toiling through London to 
solicit contributions from reluctant givers, and often 
retiring from the more public streets into the back 
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to weep for his having so little success. ,if, Such men 
never die. It needs no spices to embalm, no monu
ment to perpetuate their memory: thefr deeds live 
through all ages, and their very dust is fragrant as 
the morning's breath, and sweet as the flowers of 
sprmg. 

Nor should I do justice to my own feelings on this 
occasion, or to my sense of his worth, were I to make 
no reference to that most estimable man, of whose ser
vices in the office of secretary the mission has been so 
recently deprived. Succeeding to the important post at 
a period when the last of its founders in this country 
was no longer able to sustain the burden, he continued 
to discharge its duties with singular ability, till a mys
terious providence terminated together his labours and 
his life. If Dyer had not the majestic capacity of his 
great predecessor, he po"-sessed the same incorruptible 
integrity, the same disinterested and untiring zeal. 
His intimate knowledge of our missionary affairs, his 
prudence, his diligence, his habits of business, and, 
above all, his unquestionable and ardent piety, emi
nently qualified him for his station, and have made it 
one of our greatest difficulties to supply his loss. 

I dare not trust myself to speak of others, whether 
in the eastern hemisphere or the west, by whom the 
mission remains to be carried on. Not less obviously 
have they been raised up by God for their several 
spheres of usefulness; and they constitute a body of mis
sionaries, than whom none can be more worthy of the 
confidence of the churches that have sent them out, or 

• Ryland'a Life of Fuller, p. 248. 
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more thoroug·hly devoted to their work. The learn
ing· and industry of Carey still survive in Yates; while 
his tender compassion for their wrong·s, and his daunt
less courage and manly eloquence in the vindication of 
their rights, wil1 endear the name of Knibb to the 
African race for ever. 

It belongs to the God of missions still to provide 
the agents by whom he will condescend to advance 
the kingdom of his Son, and it belongs to us to " pray 
the Lord of the harvest that he will thrust forth 
labourers into his harvest." But in this instance, as 
in every other, we must expect him to make known 
his will by the ordinary methods of his providence, 
and it behoves us to take such steps as are conso
nant alike with the dictates of piety and sound dis
cretion. 

The opinion entertained from the beginning is con
firmed by all experience, that Europeans can do little 
more than introduce the gospel, and that its subse
quent extension and general prevalence must be 
effected by a native ministry. No part of our pro
ceedings, therefore, calls for more judicious manage
ment, and none is entitled to more steady and 
generous support, than that which contemplates the 
attainment of this kind of agency. If, under the 
superintendence of well qualified instructors, any con
siderable number of Hindoos and Africans, members 
of our missionary churches, can be trained to minis
terial work, and then become native pastors and 
evangelists, the happiest results may be expected to 
follow ; and not till the work shall mainly devolve 
upon such hands can we look for the rapid, still less 
for the universal diffusion of the gospel. 
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5. But all these conditions, important as unques
tionably they are, and in a less or greater degree 
necessary to the efficient conduct of our work, must 
ever be fulfilled under an habitual and deep conviction 
qf our utter impotence and uselessne.ys, except as the 
Holy Spirit shall crown our ejforts with success. 

If we have nothing to do with God, he will have 
nothing to do with us ; if we have little to do with 
God, he will have little to do with us : but, if we have 
much to do with him, if we are men of wrestling 
prayer and strong faith, if we "dwell in the secret 
place of the Most High, and abide under the shadow 
of the Almighty," we may expect to be indulged with 
his gracious approbation, and to be honoured as in
struments in advancing his designs. 

The missionary spirit is the offspring of prayer, of 
united, long-continued, and unwearied prayer. In 
the year 1784, the same association of Baptist minis
ters in which the missionary enterprise afterwards 
orig-inated, agreed to set apart the evening of the first 
Monday in every month to pray for the revival of 
religion, and the extension of the Redeemer's king
dom throughout the world. Thus year after year did 
our forefathers meet and pray, till prayer both sug
gested effort and secured its success. 

We have no means of procuring that great dona
tion of the Holy Spirit which is the hope of the church 
for the world's conversion, but to ask for it in prayer. 
We can break up the fallow g-round and cast in the 
precious seed-all the preparatory processes of the spi-
1·itual husbandry we can accomplish, but to every thing 
beyond this we are impotent. No blade will spring, 
no germ will quicken into life, till the showers de-
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scend ; but which of us can cover the face of the hea
vens with clouds, and cause them to empty their 
treasures upon the parched earth? Even Elijah could 
not do this. All that the prophet could do was to 
pray. And there our strength lies. Like him, we 
must go "up to the top of Carmel, and cust ourselves 
down upon the earth, and put our face between our 
knees:" with profound humiliation, and an entire con
centration of mind in the earnestness of our desires, 
we must cry mightily to God for the blessing. And 
this, if we may take scripture examples as well for our 
encouragement as our guide, is the way to obtain it. 

But such prayer, prayer so humble, so earnest, so 
soul-absorbing ac; the prophet's, can arise only from a 
deep sense of need. If we who are pastors, and our 
brethren who are missionaries, do not feel, and feel 
deeply, that in the great work of converting souls and 
building up the church we are absolutely nothing, and 
can do nothing of ourselves ; and if you, dear brethren, 
who constitute our charge, and whom we "beseech 
for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of 
the Spirit, that ye strive together with us in your 
prayers to God for us," if you have not a coincident 
feeling, I say not that we are not likely to be blessed
that is true-but we are not likely to pray for the 
blessing. 

Let us then take occasion of this holy convocation 
to stir up each other to renewed prayer. A most 
salutary purpose will be effected if our Jubilee shall 
be signalized as the commencement of a new era in the 
devotions of our churches. Let the opportunity be 
seized to inquire if our missionary prayers have not 
become formal, if our faith be not decayed, if we have 
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not in a measure lost the sense of our dependence on 
God. In vain would the men who, fifty years ago, 
assembled on the spot where we now stand, have un
dertaken to commence the mission, if they had not 
fixed their eye steadily on God. The foundations 
were laid in prayer, and in prayer must the super
structure be reared; and then, at length, prayer shall 
be exchanged for jubilation and everlasting triumph, 
for "the head-stone shall be brought forth with shout
ings, crying·, Grace, grace unto it." 

And this is the time to pray. When missionary 
prayer was first offered, there were few encouragements 
to its exercise; every thing in the church was quiescent, 
almost to stagnation, and every thing beyond the 
church was sterility and drought. But now an atten
tive ear may catch th~ distant moanings and sighings 
of the wind, the stilly tremulous vibrations in the air, 
which betoken the coming showers. If there are 
indeed indications of the blessing, and signs of its 
approach, something like what the prophet heard 
while yet at the base of Carmel, " a sound of abun
dance of rain," then let every man of God lift up his 
hands in fervent supplication, for now emphatically is 
the time to pray. So the prophet thought, and be
took himself to the summit of the mount; and in the 
meanwhile "the heaven was black with clouds and 
wind, and there was a gTeat rain." 

It is impossible to read with any degree of serious 
attention the prophetic portions of scripture which 
predict the latter day glory, without perceiving how 
closely they connect its arrival with the enlarged ex
ercise of prayer. It is not, indeed, for us to say, that, 
should God's people prove faithless to their duty, and 



78 

1·estrain prayer before him, he would prove faithless to 
his promise; but, whatever he might he pleased to do 
in the exercise of sovereignty, we know what he has 
promised to do in answer to prayer. And the approxi
nrntion of that auspicious period, I venture humbly to 
submit, is to be ascertained, not so much from arith
metical calculations and curious researches into the 
meaning of mysterious names and numbers, as by 
cYidence of a moral kind. It will be foretokened by 
the prevalence of a spirit of humble and affectionate 
piety, and be ushered in amidst the prayers and impor
tunities of the whole church. "Thou, 0 Lord, shalt 
arise and have mercy upon Zion, for the time to favour 
her, yea, the set time, is come : for thy servants take 
pleasure in her stones, and favour the dust thereof; 
so the heathen shall fear the name of the Lord, and all 
the kings of the earth thy glory." 

III. 

It is more than time that I advanced to the conclud
ing part of my subject: and, indeed, having engaged 
your attention so long, I shall be brief in what remains. 
There are, however, two or three considerations closely 
connected with the train of observation through which 
I have led you, eminently calculated to encourage our 
hearts in the work of God ; and in turning your 
thoughts to these I will finish. 

It is a source of great encouragement, tlwt tlie 
history of the last fifty years demonstrates the adap
tation of missionary agency to accomplish its object. 

In their commencement, Christian missions were 



79 

literally an enterprise, and that enterprise, for any 
thing that could be certainly known1 might have 
proved a failure. The argument from the primitive 
propagation of Christianity, though strong1 and in 
many points of view pertinent, was in others mani
festly inapplicable. To say nothing of any other dis
crepancy between the two cases, the miraculous powers 
with which the first propagators of the gospel were 
endowed took them altogether out of the sphere of 
modern missionaries, and placed them in a position 
by themselves. Because the philosophers of Athens 
were convinced or silenced by the eloquence of Paul, 
it did uot follow that the Brahmins of India would be 
subdued by the preaching of Carey. Because the 
worshippers of the great goddess Diana turned away 
from her shrine, and cast their books of curious arts 
into the fire, it was not to be inferred that the wor
shippers of Juggernaut would desert their god. Be
cause the barbarous people of Melita received the 
shipwrecked apostle with no little kindness, it could 
not be concluded that the barbarians of Rarotonga 
would with equal friendship entertain the messengers 
of Christ. And though the predictions of the word of 
God justify the expectation, that eventually all nations 
shall be converted to the Christian faith, it did not 
follow that the time had come for their fulfilment, or 
that missions were the agency to fulfil them. 

There was unquestionably, therefore, something of 
an adventurous spirit in the first attempt; and, had that 
attempt failed, even Christians, for 'the most part, 
would scarcely have been surprised. But the enter
prise is not a failure. In no sense has it failed; but, 
on the contrary, its adaptation and efficiency are 
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proved beyond the most sanguine expectation of its 
friends. In no part of the heathen world that I 
remember to have read or heard of, have missional'ies 
laboured in vain. Wl1crever the leaves of the tree of 
life haYe been carried, they have proved their medici
nal efficacy for the healing of the nations. 

There was a time when the modern theory of astro
nomy existed only in the sagacious conjectures of its 
great author ; and, just as it must have oeen to New
ton a source of indescribable satisfaction and encou
ragement, when by the processes of actual experiment 
and calculation he demonstrated the first proposition 
of his system, so, to the father of modern missions; the 
conversion of the first Hindoo must have been an everit 
equally ominous of success. 

This encourag·ement gathers force from every repe
tition of the exercise of converting grace. What tlieh 
have we not witnessed since? The experiment''li1is 
been subsequently made upon almost every modific'a:
tion and variety of the human race, and made1 unf
formly with the same result. Amongst the convefts 
to the gospel are to be classed men of almost etery 
clime and country. In this manner it has been sh6wh 
to be adapted to every part of the human family. -Tlie 
actual number of heathens converted since missions 
began it must be difficult to ascertain ; but the cafou'
lation is, that at the present time there are not less tlian 
one hundred and eighty thousand in the fellowship 'of 
the various missionary churches ; and to these must 
be added nearly as many more who have died· in the 
faith. 

These remar)ts on the result of missions generally ap
ply with augmented intensity to our own mission. Not 
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in the spirit of boasting, but of devout and grateful 
acknowle<lgmcnt of the mercy, it is stated that no 
mission has been favoured of God in an equal degree 
with our own. With pecuniary resources and a num
ber of missionaries falling far short of some other kin
dred societies, its number of converts very far surpasses 
them.* The Lord of the harvest grant to them, and 
to all missions, to reap a thousand fold more than 
any of us have yet reaped ! But, while from our 
hearts we give utterance to this prayer, we must feel 
that it is a debt of gratitude we owe him to be 
mindful of the blessing he has so graciously vouch
safed to our own efforts, and to use it as an incentive 
to redoubled zeal. 

A second encouragement we may find in the coin
cident increase of our churches at home, which in the 
last fifty years have quadrupled their number: and a 
third, in the circumstances which so auspiciously favour 
tlie recent and the proposed extension of our operations 
to Western Africa, and among the islands of the West 
Indies. 

The revived and e:xtra01·dinary activity of antagonist 
principles and agencies, I am disposed to note as ano
ther source of encouragement. When "the devil 
comes down having great wra~h," it is "because he 
knoweth that he bath but a short time." And so I 
think that, if there be at the present period a quicken
ing of the long dormant activity of "the man of sin," 
" who sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself 
that he is God" -if the emissaries 'of antichrist are 
going forth into the pagan parts of the world, every 

" See the statistical survey of the principal Missioiiary Societies, p. 184 

.:if Dr. Harris's adrnirnble Prize Essny, "The Great Commission," 
G 
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where following in the track of protestant 1111ss1ons, 
with the sinister design of counteracting· and subvert
ing them-and if, in the bosom of what has hitherto 
heen accustomed to be called by her admirers the 
purest of the reformed churches, there has sprung up 
a deadly heresy, which is preying on her vitals, and 
spreading its rank poison into every COl'!].el' of the 
land-instead of regarding these circumstances with 
dismay, we should look upon them as amongst the 
signs of the coming on of the final struggle, when the 
empire of lies and imposture shall be overthrown, and 
grace and righteousness be triumphant for ever. 

But I forbear all enlargement on these and other 
topics, and remark, finally, that tlte aspect of divine 
providence obviously portends the downfall of every 
pagan and antichristian power, and the universal dif
fusion of the gospel. 

Indications neither few nor vague, but full of pro
mise, open upon the Christian's eye, and furnish no 
doubtful premonition of the character of forthcoming 
times. The crisis is evidently approaching. That 
mighty revolution which shook the social system of 
Europe to its very foundations, and the rise of the 
Baptist Mission, were synchronical events ; and no 
thoughtful man can reflect on the occurrences which 
have transpired in the subsequent half century, with
out perceiving that a change has been progressively 
taking place for the better in the political condition of 
the nations. At the same time, the brightening· moral 
appearances which, in various parts of the earth, are 
breaking through the dark night of ancient super
stitions, show that an invisible and benign agency 
is co-operating with more ostensible but subordi-



83 

nate causes, and advancing towards their maturity 
the purposes of Goel. Amidst the convulsions of 
kingdoms the reign of Christ has been, and is still 
advancing. All events are manifestly taking one di
rection. The tide of providence has set in with a 
strong and steady current, and is bearing forward on 
its broad surface those scenes of universal joy which 
the harp of prophecy has long predicted, and for the 
arrival of which the whole creation groans. We seem 
to be standing on the verge of some magnificent dis
closure. The church appears to be waiting for the 
next pag·e of prophecy to be turned over, that its sub
lime contents may be evolved. What the result will 
be none can question, and the Christian need not fear. 

Six thousand years of sorrow have well nigh 
Fulfilled their tardy and disastrous course 
Over a sinful world; and what remains 
Of this tempestuous state of human things 
ls merely as the working of a sea 
Before a calm, that rocks itself to rest. 

What then remains, but that the people of Goel, 
true to their principles and their hopes, should catch 
the inspiration, and pour their efforts, their contribu
tions, and their prayers into the same channel? "For 
the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the 
king·dom under the whole heaven, shall be given to 
the people of the saints of the Most High, whose king
dom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions 
shall serve and obey him." 

J. Hndt\on 1 Printer, Cn.111\e Street, l'inJba.ry. 




