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'i?J,..'f; FEW years ago the author issued a small volume 

<JNi.. under the title of Herald~ of Salvation, being brief 
- - memorial sketches of Wesleyan missionaries who 

had died in the work from the commencement of the 

enterprise to the year 1860. The present work, under a 
slightly varied title, is a continuation of the biographical 
sketches to the present time, chronologically arranged, 
with a few of a previous date which had been omitted in 
the former volume in consequence of the difficulty of 
obtaining information from foreign Conferences, or other

wise. With these two volumes in his possession the 
reader will be able, by referring to the index, to trace the 
history of each missionary who has been sent out by the 
W edeyan Missionary Society, and who has died in the 
work, from the beginning,-the place of his birth, the 

scene of his labours, the term of his foreign service, and 
the place where, _and the circumstances under which he 
finished his earthly course, and passed away to his 

eternal rest. 

The preparation of this book for the press, as well as 

that of the companion volume alluded to, has been to the 
writer a real labour of love and a source of rich spiritual 
blessing. Feelings of sincere gratitude and love to God 

have frequent.ly welled up in his heart, whilst tracing the 
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history and sketching the characters of the dear men of 
God who have nobly fallen in the high places of the 
mission field, many of whom were his own personal friends 

and fellow-labourers at different periods and in different 
countries, during the fifty-five years which have elapsed 
since he first entered upon the foreign work. Should the 
reader be edified and blessed in the perusal of these 
memorial sketches; and should his zeal and interest in the 
great missionary enterprise be quickened thereby; the 
object of the writer will be answered, and God alone shall 

have all the praise. 

SEDBERGH, YORKSHIRE, 

.August 5th, 1885. 
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MISSIONARY WORTHIES. 

: 

FIRST SECTION. 

1782-1860. 

RICH.A.RD BO.A.RDM.A.N 

r , , .A.S one of the first two Missionaries sent 
'j Ii ,'\- \ abroad by Mr. Wesley and the Conference 

-~- l) wl over which be presided; and the circnm-
1..(, 1/,,i~ 71111

• stances under which the appointment was 
made were of more than ordinary interest. Methodism 
had been introduced i11to America about the year 1766, by 
a party of emigrants from Ireland, prominent among 
whom were Philip Embury and Barbara Heck. By the 
united efforts of these devoted servants of God, combined 
with those of Captain Webb and others, a congregation 
bad been gathered, a chapel built, and a Methodist Society 
organised. Feeling the want of a minister to superintend 
the work, and to watch over them, the leading persons in 
the enterprise wrote to Mr. Wesley, respectfully requesting 
him to send a missionary. The founder of Methodism, 
who was ever ready to attend to the spiritual wants of his 
people, brought the case before the next Conference, which 
assembled at Leeds in the month of August, 1769, when 
the question was asked, 'Who is willing to go and assist 
our brethren in America ? ' In answer to this appeal 
Richard Boardman and Joseph Pilmoor volunteered their 
services, and forthwith a collection was made among-the 
assembled preachers for the furtherance of the noble enter-· 
prise. 

B 
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Mr. Boardman was at that time thirty-one years of 
ag-e, and had ira'l"elled six years in English Circuits, 
cl.idly in the Dales, where he endured hardness as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ.. He had, moreover, passed 
through scenes of affliction and bereavement, having only 
a few months before followed to the silent grave the 
remains of his beloved wife and darling child. He never
theless regarded the call of the Master as paramount to 
eyery other consideration, and girding up the ·loins of his 
mind, he -courageously prepared himself for foreign service. 
The port of embarkation fixed upon was Bristol, and Mr. 
Boardman resolved to travel thither on horseback, a dis
tance of more than 300 miles. 

In the course of this journey an incident occurred 
which will ever be associated with the career of the 
devoted missionary. While passing through Derbyshire, 
he arri,ed at a quiet little hamlet named Monyash, and 
was welcomed for the night as a messenger cf Christ by a 
pious Methodist cottager. Here he preached a sermon 
ne'\"er to be forgotten. His text was 1 Chron. iv, 9, 10: 
'And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren: and 
bis mother called his name Jabez, saying, Because I bare, 
him with sorrow. And Jabez called on the God of 
Israel, saying, Oh that Thou wouldest bless me indeed, and 
enlarge my coast, and that Thine hand might be with me, 
and that Thou would.est keep me from evil, that it may not 
grieve me! And God granted him that which he 
requested.' Among his hearers was a young ·woman 
named Mary Redfern, to w horn the discourse of the 
stranger was made a blessing. She gave her heart to 
God; and having become the wife of Mr. William Bunting 
and the happy mother of an only son, she called him 
J abez in memory of the event alluded to. This son in the 
course of time became a Wesleyan minister, and was 
known throughout the length and breadth of the 
Methodist Connexion as Dr. Jabez Bunting, whose praise 
was in all the Churches. 

On reaching his destination, ~fr. Boardman commenced 
his labours in America in the true missionary spirit. He 
found the chapel which had been erected in New York 
much larger than he expected; and yet it was soon found 
too small to accommodate the crowds of people who wished 
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to attend. Writing to Mr. Wesley soon after his arrival 
Mr. Boardman says:-' Only about a third part of those 
who attend the preaching get in; the rest are glad to hear 
without. There appears such a willingness in the 
Americans to hear the word as I never saw before. They 
ha'l'e :qo preaching in some of the back settlements. I 
doubt not but an effectual door will be opened among 
them. The number of blacks that attend the preaching 
affects me much. 0 may Jehovah now give His Son the 
heathen for His inheritance ! ' 

Mr. Boardman had laboured happily and successfully 
in America a little more than four years, when he and the 
rest of Mr, 1Vesley's preachers, except Mr. Asbury, felt it 
to be their duty to return to England in consequence of 
the unsettled state of the country occasioned by the 
revolutionary war. 'l'he remainder of Mr. Boardman's 
ministerial life, extending over a period of about eight 
years, was spent in the home work, chiefly in Ireland. He 
was stationed in the city of Cork, when he was suddenly 
called to rest from his labours. He finished his coarse in 
peace on October 4th, 1782, in the forty-fourth year of his 
age and the nineteenth of his ministry. 

RICH.ARD WHATCOAT 

W AS a man of considerable eminence in his day, as a 
messenger of mercy to the western world, and his 

character and career present to our view some features of 
special · interest. He was born in Gloucestershire, but 
early removed to Darlaston in Staffordshire, where he 
became a member of the Wesleyan Methodist Society. 
He remained in that place eight or nine years, and through 
bis piety, gravity, and Christian simplicity, was early 
chosen to fulfil the offices of leader, steward, and local 
preacher. In the year 1769 he offered himself and was 
accepted for the itinerant work, and was employed as a 
travelling preacher under the direction of Mr. Wesley and 
the British Conference in various Circuits in England, 
Ireland, and the principality of Wales. In 1784 he was 
sent to the United States of America, and for several years 
occupied various important stations as a missionary 
minister in the cities, towns, and rural districts of that 

]) 2 
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country, with the zeal and fidelity of an apostolic man of 
God. 

For about six years in the latter part of his life, Mr. 
Whatcoat filled the important and responsible office of 
general superintendent or bishop of the Methodist Epis
copal Church. In this capacity he travelled three or four 
thousand miles a year, and laboured with remarkable 
zeal and diligence, till he was fairly worn out in the 
service of the Lord. A complication of disease!!, produced 
and aggravated by incessant toil and travelling, at length 
brought his useful life to a close. His sufferings were 
great during thirteen wreks previons to his death, but he 
bore them with becoming patience and resignation to the 
will of God ; till the last messenger came to his relief. 
He departed this life in the full assurance of faith, on 
J nly 5th, 1806, in the seventieth year of his age, at the 
house of his friend, Richard Basset, Esq., in Dover, late 
of Delaware. 

In describing the character of Mr. Whatcoat his 
brethren say : 'Who ever saw him light or trifling ? 
Who ever heard him speak evil of any person? Nay, who 
ever heard him speak an idle word? He was dead to 
envy, self-exaltation, and praise; sober without sadness; 
cheerful without levity; careful without covetousness, and 
decent without pride. Although he was not a man of 
much erudition, yet he was well read in the Word of God. 
His knowledge of the Scriptures was so great that one of 
his friends used to call him bis Ooncordance. By his zeal, 
fidelity, and perseverance, he proved himself worthy of the 
affection and confidence of the Methodist Connexion in 
Europe and America.' 

WILLI.AM MAHY 

W AS one of the first-fruits of the Wesleyan Missi~n 
in the island of Guernsey, where he was born m 

the vear 1773. He was awakened out of the sleep of sin 
un cl~r the ministry of the Rev. John De Queteville, and 
soon obtained peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Having begun to call sinners to repentance and 
offered himself as a candidate for the work, be was 
rccei ved iuto the ranks of the Wesleyan ministry in 1790. 
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For some time he was employed in Jersey and Alderney, 
where he suffered much persecution even to the endanger
ing of his life. Soon after this he was sent as a mission. 
ary to France, and for upwards of eighteen years he 
laboured with indefatigable zeal and diligence there 
enduring many trials and affiictions. He preached in 
many places, and was the instrument of winning many 
souls to Christ and of forming several small Societies; but 
on account of the prejudices of the people, the wickedness 
of the priests, and the circumstances of the times, together 
with his own personal affiictions, he had not all the success 
which he desired. This preyed much upon his mind and 
he at length returned to the Channel Islands in a state of 
great mental depression. But still there were ample 
evidences that his labour had not been in vain in the 
Lord. In a letter to Mr. De Queteville, Mrs. Mahy says, 
' The little Society at Benville was much affected at our 
departure, and shed many tears. The members are very 
lively, as are a few others in the commune of Conde. 
Two are dead, and a few have turned aside. There are 
eighteen in the Society at Benville, and eighteen at Perier, 
who are very sincere, and more or less alive to God. One 
of them was formerly a great opposer of the truth, but 
now he is a leading man in the Society, and in the absence 
of the missionary reads sermons to the people.' 

Some time afterwards it pleased the .Almighty to affiict 
Mr. Mahy with mental aberration, and he was sent to 
England for medical treatment. The benefit that he 
derived from the means employed to promote his recovery 
was very partial, however, and he continued in a very 
distressing state, till the Lord was pleased to release him 
from his sufferings. He finished his course in hope of 
immortal blessedness on December 1st, 1813, in the fiftieth 
year of his age. Nearly his last words were, 'My depen
dence is on the merits of my Saviour; and the mercy of a 
good God docs not forsake me.' 

FRANCIS .ASBURY. 

IN _the annals ?f missionary _enterprise in c~nnection 
with the planting of Methodism on the .Amencan con. 

tinent, the namo of Francis Asbury will ever have a 
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prominent and honourable place, and his history presents 
to our view features and incidents of specinl interest. He 
was born at Hempstead Bridge, Staffordshire, on August 
20th, 1745; and it is recorded of him that he was the subject 
qf religious impressions at a ve1·y early period of his life. 
The disciples of John Wesley having begun to hold 
religious meetings in the neighbourhood of his native 
place, young Asbury attended them and was much in
terested in the hearty singing and earnest extemporaneous 
prayers which he heard, as well as with the preaching of 
the word. Nor was it long before he saw and felt bis 
need of a Saviour; and, believing with bis heart unto 
righteousness, he became a new creature in Christ Jesus. 
From this period he began to work for God by holding 
cottage prayer-meetings, addressing those who attended 
them, and everywhere exhorting sinners to flee from the 
wrath to come. By the time he was se·venteen years of 
age, Mr. Asbury had become a popular local preacher in 
his native Staffordshire, being gifted with talents of a 
high order of excellency. Hence it is not su,..prising that 
he should have attracted the notice of the sagacious 
and devoted Wesley, by w horn he was ere long- pressed 
into the field of Gospel labour, the harvest being great and 
the labourers few. 

'iYhen he had been five years employed in Circuit work, 
chiefly as a home missionary, Mr. Asbury attended the 
Conference of 1771, which was held in --Bristol in the 
month of August. He was then twenty-six years of age, 
and in the very prime of his youthful strength and 
Christian zeal. Two years before, the first missionaries 
bad been sent to America, and such was the call for more 
labourers in that country that Mr. Wesley again appealed 
for volunteers. With a heart glowing with true mission
ary zeal Mr. Asbury offered himself for the work, and on 
September 4th embarked in company with his colleague 
tl1e Rev. Richard Wright for his distant sphere of labour. 
The ,oyage occupied eight weeks, during which the 
missionaries were fully employed, partly in labouring for 
the benefit of the sailors, and partly in reading and study 
to prepare themselves fo1· their great life work. 

The missionaries arrived at their destination at a 
c1·i tical period in the history of the country. Events were 
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ripening for the Revolution, and such were the difficulties 
in the way of succes8fnl ministerial labour that all the 
preachers returned to England with the exception- of the 
devoted Asbury, who remained faithful[y at his post of 
duty and weathered out the storm. When the country 
was at length favoured with peace and independence, :Mr. 
Asbury took an active and leading part along with Dr. Coke 
and others in organising the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
which has now become such a power in the land. Having 
been made a bishop of the said Church, the remainder 
of his life was spent in incessant travelling and preaching; 
breaking up new ground and taking the general super
vision of the work. In this way he journeyed about five 
thousand miles a year for more than forty years, till fairly 
worn'out with arduous toil he finished his course. He 
died at Richmond, Virginia, on March 30th, 1816, in tl1e 
seventy-first year of his age, and. the forty-ninth of his 
ministry. 

JOHN M'ADA.M 

COMMENCED his ministerial career in 1801, after 
having given satisfactory evidence of genuine piety 

and respectable mental endowments from the time that he 
was sixteen years of age, when he was savingly converted 
to God. When he had laboured with acceptance and 
success for several years as a Circuit minister, he was 
employed as an Irish missionary, and exerted himself 
with commendable zeal and diligence to make known the 
good news of salvation in some of the most spiritually 
destitute and neglected parts of bis native land. In the 
discharge of his onerous and important duties he was 
much exposed to danger and discomfort, arising from open 
persecution, the inclemency of the weather, indifferent 
ae-0ommodation, and damp beds. He endured hardness as 
a good soldier of Jesus Christ for some time; but at 
length his health gave way, and his naturally strong con
stitution appeared to be completely broken. He became 
the subject of a painful rheumatic complaint, which 
obliged him to retire from the full work of the ministry 
and to become a supernumerary. 

The last days of Mr. M'Adam were marked with 
gracious manifestations of Divine love. One who visited 
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him gave the following account of his expel'ience in his 
last illness:-' He was filled with such abundance of peace 
and joy that he began to praise God, and continued re
joicing and exhorting with little intermission for nearly 
forty-eight hours. He believed that the Lord had cleansed 
him from all sin. Some of his last words were, " Glory ! 
glory! my mother is in heaven; my sister is in heaven; 
and I am sure that I shall be there also."' He soon 
afterwards passed away to his eternal rest in the full 
triumph of faith, in the early part of the year 1817, in 
the eighteenth year of his ministry. He is described by 
his brethren as 'an affectionate fellow-labourer, and zealous 
in the discharge of his ministerial duties.' 

WILLIAM M' KEE 

W AS brought to a_ saving knowledge of the truth 
when very young, and soon after his conversion he 

began to call sinners to repentance. He possessed a sound 
nnderstanding, deep piety, and much holy, ardent zeal in 
the cause of God. In the mouth of July, 1815, he com
menced his itinerant labours as a missionary in Ireland. 
His ministerial career, which was commenced most 
auspiciously, was destined in the order of Divine provi
dence to be of short duration. It was not without fruit, 
however. Those who knew him intimately during the 
two years of his itinerancy, bear ample testimony to his 
piety, zeal, industry, courage, and indefatigable labours 
and snccess in bis Master's work. He offered himself to 
go on a foreign mission, and was accepted by the Con
ference of 1817 for that purpose; but before the notice of 
the appointment had reached him, be was seized with typhus 
fever, which then prevailed in Ireland, and after ten days' 
illness, he was called to his eternal rest, He died in the 
foll triumph of faith on July 30th, 1817. 

JOHN HUDSON 

W AS a zealous young missionary, who went out to 
Jamaica in the year 1817, and laboured well for a 

time; but who, like many others at that early period, 
soon fell a sacrifice to the climate, and found a g1·ave in a 
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foreign land. The spirit of the man and the manner in 
which he prosecuted tho important work in which he was 
engnged, may be seen from the following extract from one 
of his letters, dated Grateful Hill, May 24th, 181!) :
' I thank God His hand has been with me; though in the 
solitary mountains I found the consoling and supporting 
presence of the Lord. I am happy to be where God 
would have me be, and would rather be a humble mis
sionary, calling sinners to salvation, with one meal a day, 
than in any other station. I feel my heart in the work, 
and I am sure the work is of God, from the wonderful 
effects produced on the minds of the poor negroes. vVe 
have a beautiful little chapel on Grateful Hill. 0 ! how 
would you and our dear people at home be affected to see 
the poor negroes coming over the hills for miles on the 
Lord's day, making the woods resound with the praises 
of God. Every Sabbath our chapel is crowded with 
attentive hearers, they seem as if they would devour the 
word. We have had an increase of seventy souls in 
eight weeks, and still the prospect· brightens. I have, 
moreover, had the pleasure of seeing many die happy 
in the love of Christ. Thanks be to God, who maketh 
us to triumph, and spreadeth abroad by us the savour of 
His knowledge in every place. When I think that the 
work in which we are engaged has a reference to the 
salvation of immortal souls, the glory of God, and the 
eternal world, all the sufferings of the present time seem 
as nothing. I feel peculiarly thankful that I have been 
able to labour without interruption, except from an 
attack of fever, from which I soon recovered. vVhile I 
was in Spanish Town (for about three months) the place 
was like a hospital. One of the most skilful physicians 
died, and another went away almost dead with fever. 011r 
people trembled for me; but during the time of contagion 
and death, the Lord preserved me. I never had better 
health, although I went much among the sick.' 

When Mr. Hudson had thus laboured with acceptance 
and success for about two years, his health totally failed. 
Repeated attacks of fever brought him down so low that 
he was recommended to take a sea voyage with a view to 
his recovery. He accordingly embarked for British North 
Amei·ica; but it was too late. On his arrival at St. Johu's, 
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New Brunswick, he suddenly became worse, and he died 
in peace on September 7th, 1820, greatly lamented by 
his immediate friends, and indeed by all who knew him. 

CHARLES GRAHAM 

WAS a warm-hearted and zcalons Irishman who, 
haviDg been brought to a saving knowledge of the 

truth through the instrumentality of Methodism, devoted 
l1im1Self entirely to the service of God, and spent his 
whole life in earnest efforts to benefit his fellow-country
men. After labouring usefully as a local preacher for 
twenty-one years, he was in 1790, under the direction of 
Mr. Wesley, appointed to tl1e office of an Irish missionary. 
At the commencement of his Christian conrse he held the 
doctrine of particular redemption; but afterwards obtained 
more enlightened views of the economy of Divine grace 
and mercy, and boldly preached Christ as ti, sacrifice for 
the sins of the whew world. He was well acquainted 
with the Irish ·language, and his public ministry in that 
tongue was particularly energetic and effective. As a 
minister of Christ he was 'in labours more abundant '; 
and in the fairs and markets of the different towns which 
he -visited as a missionary, and in the most neglected parts 
of the country, he preached the Gospel with remarkable 
power and success. It is believed that multitudes of his 
benighted fellow-countrymen were brought to God through 
his instrumentality. In the discharge of his important 
duties be often met with opposition, and he knew what 
it was to be 'persecuted for righteousness' sake'; but" he 
counted it an honour to suffer as well as to .labour in the 
service of the Lord. Having passed through evil report 
and through good report, and toiled successfully in his 
native land as a home missionary for many years, his 
strength failed, and he died in peace and hope on April 
23rd, 1824, in a good old age. In estimating his character, 
among other excellences his brethren record of him 
that ' his understanding was eminently strong,' and that 
' he was a humble, serious, and holy man, entirely devoted 
to God.' 
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JOH~ HAMILTON 

W AS an Irish missionary of more than ordinary zeal 
and self-sacrifice, and his name is deserving· of a 

place among the messengers of mercy sent forth by the 
great Society to which he belonged. He commenced his 
ministry in 1794, and for thirty years he was 'in laboars 
more abundant.' When he had been called to his reward 
in heaven his bret,hren made the following record of his 
character and toils:-' He was a humble, devoted, and 
zealous servant of the Saviour, to whom he had unre
servedly yi'elded up his soul and body. Hi;i simplicity, 

, integrity, zeal, and patient endurance of many privations, 
fatigues, and sufferings, during the whole course of his 
arduous ministry as an Irish missionary, have never been 
surpassed, and seldom equalled. With humble talents, 
yet with ceaseless prayers and unabated zeal for the salva
tion of souls, God was pleased to use him as an instrument 

· for the awakening and conversion of hundreds of his 
deluded fellow-countrymen; and in the most destitute and 
benighted parts of Ireland, north and west, he was success
ful in forming several Societies.' Worn down with con
tinued and excessive labours, he left the Conference of 
1824 much enfeebled, and had scarcely reached his home 
when he was seized with an attack of paralysis, from 
which he never: recovered. After suffering for some time 
with patience and resignation to the will of God, he 
meekly yielded his spirit into the hands of his gracious 
Redeemer, fully trusting in the merits of His death for 
present and eternal salvation. 

MATTHEW STEW ART 

W AS a native of the county of Tyrone, Ireland; and 
at an early age was brought to a saving knowledge 

of God by the ministry of the Wesleyan Methodists. 
Shortly after his conversion he began to pt·each; and in 
the year 1787 he was sent as a missionary to the western 
part of the county of Donegal, where he was instrumental 
in the salvation of many souls. He laboured with zeal 
and fidelity till 1817, when, from severe illness, he was 
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obliged to retire f~·om th~ full work and become a super. 
numcrary. He still contmued to preach, however, as his 
health and strength permitted, till within a few months of 
his death. He possessed true Christian piety, with great 
sweetness and cheerfulness of temper. As a minister, he 
was diligent, persevering, and successful. As a fellow
l~bour~r, he. was instructive, affectionate, and steady in 
Ins friendships. He suffered much durin"' a long.con. 
tinned affliction; but he bore it all with Chrf;;tian patience 
ar..d resignation to the will of God. At length the last 
messenger came as a welcome visitor, and he finished his 
course with joy in the early part of the year 1827, after 
labouring faithfully in the vineyard of the Lora for nearly 
forty years. 

WILLIAM POLLOCK, 

A NATIVE of Ireland, joined the W esley<1n :Methodist 
Society in early life, being under deep conviction of 

sin ; and shortly afterwards he found peace with God • 
through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. He became an 
active and useful local preacher, and continued to labour 
in that capacity for some time with acceptance and success. 
After passing the usual examinations, to the satisfaction 
of his brethren, he was admitted into the ranks of the 
ministry in 1813, and commenced his brief but earnest 
career as an Irish missionary. He continued to labour in 
various parts of his native land until 1826, when, through 
great bodily affliction, he was obliged to retire from the 
duties of the itinerancy. At an early period of his 
ministry, when labouring in the Irish mission, by sleeping 
in a damp bed he contracted the disease which terminated 
his useful life. For a long time he endured severe afflic
tion with much patience and resignation to the Divine will. 
At length the last messenger came to relieve him from 
his sufferings, and he died in peace on June 19th, 1829, 
in the sixteenth year of his ministry. In their record of 
his lamented death his brethren say o'f him that ' he was 
an acceptable and useful preacher, maintained close com
munion with God, and was prepared by renewing and 
sanctifying grace for his final change.' 
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OWEN DAVIES 

W AS one of the early fruits of Methodism in the 
northern part of the principality of Wales, where 

he was born about the year 1752. His piety, zeal, and 
ability as a local preacher soon after his conversion recom
mended him so strongly to Mr. Wesley that he was 
admitted into the ranks of the itinerancy when he had 
reached the age of thirty-seven years. He commenced 
his public career in 1789, and was from the beginning 
made very useful in winning souls for Christ. When 
the Welsh Methodist mission was organised he took a 
leading part in the movement. He was not only an 
energetic and successful missionary him11elf, but for several 
years he was entrusted with the general superintendency 
of the work, under the direction of Mr. Wesley and Dr. 
Coke. The manner in which he discharged his important 
dutiel'f may be inferred from the following brief extract 
from one of his letters, written in the latter part of the 
year 1804 :-' Should our missions succeed in those parts, 
which I have no doubt they will, we shall cover every part 
of North Wales. I have attended the five quarterly 
meetings, and, through mercy, find we are still increasing 
in number, and I hope in grace also. We have completed 
seventeen chapels, and are engaged in building eleven 
more. God only knows what pain of -mind I have often 
had, lest so many chapels should bring a greater burden 
npon our friends in these parts than they will be able to 
bear; and yet I cannot but encourage the building of 
them, and leave the event to God, seeing that, humanly 
speaking, it is impossible for the work _to prosper without 
convenient places for the people to worship in; for, in 
general, private houses will not hold our congregations. 
In going from Pwllheli to Wrexham, a journey of nearly 
a hundred miles, I fell from my horse and was much 
bruised; but, thank God, I am now recovering from the 
effects of the fall.' 

Mr. Davies continued thus to labour and travel until 
the year 1818, when failing health obliged him to retire 
as a supernumerary, and he became resident in Liverpool. 
He remained in that town preaching and performing other 
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pirn!0ral duties as his strength would permit, till bis death, 
w_h1ch occurr~d on Ja.nuary 12tl~, 1830, at the advanced age 
0~ seYe11ty-e1gh_t .. The followrng character is given of 
him by 111s surnvmg brethren in the ministry:-' He was 
~ man of a most amiable and even temper, aud habitually 
hnd so _fully under the power of religion that his spirit was 
seld~m if eYer 1 uffied. He was endowed with gifts which 
admirably qu_alified l~im for the Christian ministry; and 
these be cultIYated with the greatest success. His•preach
ing was distinguished by a simplicity and clearness which 
made it intelligible to all ; a fulness of pqre evangelical 
tru ( b, adapted to instruct the ignorant and to edify the 
Clrnrch of Christ; whilst the unction that attended his 
word rendered it greatly effective. His latter days were 
full of cheerful serenity and he finished his course in 
great peace.' 

OWEN REES 

W AS a native of South Wales, and having been 
brought to a saving knowledge of the truth in 

early life, and called to preach the Gospe1, he entered the 
Wesleyan ministry in 1808. He travelled for some years 
acceptably and usefully in the principality, preaching in 
the Welsh language, and in ]819 he received an appoint
ment as a missionary to Gibraltar. There he laboured with 
zeal an·d diligence for the benefit of the British soldiers, 
w Lilst at the same time he embraced every opportunity of 
circulating the Scriptures, and spreading the saving truth 
of the Gospel among the Spaniards, who were generally 
bigoted Roman Catholics. He was, moreover, honoured 
to organise a branch missionary society, of which he gives 
the following account in a letter addressed to the com
mittee in London, dated September 4th, 1819 :-' I am 
happy to inform you that I have been successful i~ setting 
a missionary society on foot on this barren rock. On 
Sunday I mentioned my intention from the pulpit, and 
requested tbe attendance of all who felt interested in the 
spn·ad of the Gospel throughout the world on Wednesday 
ni§!ht, when I would issue cards to such persons as were 
willing to become collectors. The consequence was, when 
1.Le tirce came, I had to my great surprise and delight 
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seventy collectors who volunteered their services. The 
plan haA been well received by the garrison, and has had 
the sanction of several officers, who have become sub
scribers. Mr. Pine and Captain Tripp are appointed 
treasurers.' It is pleasant to be able to add that the 
amount remitted by the treasurers to the parent Society 
for, the first half-year was £106. 

In a subsequent communication Mr. Rees makes the 
following reference to his efforts to circulate the Scriptures 
and religious tracts:-' I trust the dawn of a brighter 
day has began in Spain ; the people manifest a desire to 
read, especially the Scriptures. During the last six weeks 
I distributed between five and six dozen of Testaments, 
most of which were bought, besides many hundreds of 
tracts. I have found the plan of distributing tracts in 
the market answer very well. I have agreed with a man, 
who is a Roman Catholic, and keeps a stall in the market, 
to sell Testaments, and he has already sold several. I have 
also engaged another man in the same service ; he has 
been very successful and has sold three dozen in two 
days.' 

On his return from Gibraltar Mr. Rees laboured iu 
several English Circnits wit.h acceptance and success till 
declining health obliged him to retire as a supernumerary. 
He settled at Carmarthen, where he was ever ready to 
assist in the good work as his strength would permit. At 
length the last messenger came, and found him ready to 
depart, to be with Christ. A short time before his death 
he said, in answer to a question from a friend, 'All is 
well ! ' He died in peace on August 22nd, 1832, in the 
forty-fourth year of his age, and the twenty-fourth of 
his ministry. 

GIDEON OUSELEY 

W AS born at Dunmore, in the county of Galway, 
Ireland, in the year 1762. He was the descendant 

of an ancient and respectable family, and, as such received 
a liberal education. Although naturally of a bold, daring 
and impetuous temperament, he was mercifully preserved 
in early life from ihose excesses into which young men in 
his position are frequently betrayed, and he was known to 
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be tbe subject of serious thoughts and impressions almost 
from bis childhood. It was not, however, till the year 
1791, when he had been led to attend the ministry of the 
w-esleyan Methodists, that his convictions assumed a 
decidedly evangelical character. One evening about this 
time, Mr. Ouseley attended the preaching, when, after the 
public service, the preacher invited any seriously disposed 
persons to remain for the meeting of tbe Society. After 
a brief inward struggle he resolved to remain, and became 
so interested with the proceedings that he forthwith united 
himself with tbe people of God. Nor did he rest here; 
he went on to seek the Lord till he found Him to the joy 
of his soul. He obtained pardon and peace by the exercise 
of faith in Christ Jesus whilst engaged in prayer on the 
morning of the Lord's Day, and he was wont in after life 
to refer to 'that Sunday morning' as the commencement 
of a new era in his history. 

When Mr. Ouseley had been made a partaker of the 
saving grace of God, he felt more intensely conoerned than 
he had ever done before, about the spiritual destitution of 
myriads of his fellow-men in the surrounding country; and 
believing himself Divinely called to the work, he went 
forth to proclaim the good news of salvation to all who 
were willing to hear. In his preaching, it is said that he 
dwelt chiefly if not exclusively on the two great funda
mental principles of religion, 'the disease and the remedy,' 
or the utter ruin and wretchedness of man through sin, 
and the glorious possibility of his complete deliverance 
through the mercy of God in Christ Jesus. 

For nearly forty years Mr. Ouseley laboured faithfully 
and succcessfully as an Irish missionary, in connection 
with the Wesleyan Methodist Society. The plan which 
be adopted in going about the country in the prosecution 
of his high vocation, was altogether out of the ordinary 
way. His first sermon was preached in a churcbyard at 
a funeral; a place and occasion which he frequently 
afterwards selected, as affording a favourable opportunity 
for addressing multitudes on the solemn subjects of death, 
eternity, and salvation, whilst their hearts were soft and 
tender. He was also accustomed to preach at wakes, fairs, 
and markets, when large congregations of people were 
assembled for other purposes. On seme occasions he 
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would ride into the centre of the market-place and, with
out dismounting, don his black cap, give out a hymn, 
offer prayer, and preach with a pathoR and power which 
produced a wonderful effect on the minds of his simple
hearted hearers. He was remarkably skilful in disarm
ing Roman Catholics of their prejudice and opposition, 
and it is believed that he was instrumental in the salva
tion of multitudes of precious souls. In this way he 
laboured on, incessantly preaching and exhorting in 
English and in frish, till he was entirely worn out with 
arduous toil and hardship. He finished his course in peace 
at Dublin, on Tuesday, May 14th, 1809. 

JOHN DE QUETVILLE 

W AS the first missionary appointed by Mr. Wesley to 
the Norman Isles, where in connection with Dr. 

Coke, )fr. Brackenbury, Dr. Clarke and others, he laboured 
with considerable success in preaching the ' glorious 
Gospel of the blessed God.' His character and career 

. are worthy of a brief record as illustrative of Divine 
providence and grace in the conversion of men to the 
faith of Christ. He was powerfully convinced of sin, and 
brought to a saving knowledge of the truth in early life; 
and in 1786, under strong impressions of the duty anrl 
responsibility of. the ministerial office, he began to call 
sinners to repent<tuce, and was admitted into the ranks of 
the Wesleyan ministry. He was favoured with a sound 
understanding, a lively imagination, ardent zeal for God 
and love to the souls of his follow-men. 

For many years Mr. De Quetville laboured with 
exemplary zeal and diligence, and took a leading part amid 
much opposition in laying the foundation of that wol'k in 
the Channel Islands which has since become so prosperous 
aud wide-spread. At length the failure of his health 
compelled him to retire from the full work of the ministry, 
and in 1816 he became a supernumerary. With him, 
however, this seclusion from the more regular and public 
sei·vices of the sanctuary was not a state of inglorious 
ease: so far as his strength permitted he was ever ready 
to take a part in the good work of the Lord. That 
powerful principle which enabled him to sustain and over-

c 
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come much persecution for righteousness' sake in the 
forme1· da.ys of Methodism in the Cl1annel Isbnds, never 
seemed to forsake him. His faith was strong and his 
consolation abounded; and, although the sterner virtues 
of his character occasionally appeared to predominate, he 
was, towards the close of his earthly career especially, a 
remarkable example of patriarchal simplicity, patience, 
and hope. His end was eminently tranquil. He bad long 
been ,vaiting for his 'change,' in the blissful anticipation 
of life and immortality beyond the grave for which, 
through the power of Divine grace, be was fully prepared. 
He died in peace on February 1st, 1843, in the eighty
second year of his age, and the fifty-seventh of his 
ministry. 

JOHN HUGHFJS 

W AS a native of North Wales, and was born on May 
18th, 1776. His mind in early life was deeply 

impressed with the importance of religion; so that when 
a youth he was powerfully convinced of sin under a 
sermon preached by the Rev. John M'Kersey, and was 
enabled to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ with his heart 
unto righteousness. He was favoured with •a liberal 
education, and had the prospect of entering the ministry 
of the Church of England. The providence of God, 
however, directed him to another field of evangelical 
labour; and in 1796 he was received into the ranks of the 
,v esleyan ministry, and appointed by the Conference to 
the Cardiff Circuit. In 1800 he was selected as one of 
the first Methodist missionaries to the north of Wales, 
when arrangements were made to extend the blessings of 
the Gospel to the neglected districts of that part of the 
principality. For this office he was well qualified by a 
sound acquaintance with the Welsh tongue, as well as by 
other necessary endowments. His disposition was open 
aud generous and his mind was well stored with general 
knowledge. He was the autl10r of' Hone Britannica,' and 
other valuable works which received the approbation of 
that profound scholar, the late Dr. Thomas Burgess, 
Bishop of Salisbury, and formerly of St. David's. 

Hari11g laboured with great energy and success for 



pimes Bell. 19 

many years, in 183], failure of healt_h _obliged Mr. H~ghes 
to relinquish the full work of the ministry and t? retire as 
a supernumera:Y· He chose Knu tsford,. Cheslure, as the 
place of his residence, and there he contmued to engage 
occasionally in ministerial and pastoral duties as his 
strength would permit, till ?e was entirely disabl~d _fot· 
public service. In th~. m1d~t of prot.ra?ted affi1c~10n, 
attended with great deb1hty, his confidence m the merit of 
the atonement .of Christ was unshaken ; and in great peace 
he resigned his spirit into the hands of bi::1 Savionr, in 
certain hope of a re!lurrection to eternal life, on May 13th, 
1843, in the sixty-seventh year of his age, and the forty
seventh of his ministry. 

JAMES BELL 

W AS born in the north of Ireland in the year 1759. 
For more than twenty years of his early life he 

remained a stranger to the power of experimental religion; 
but by attending the mi_nisfry of the Wesleyan Methodists, 
he was convinced of his spiritual needs, and through the 
exercise of faith in the atonement, he obtained the for
gi venesH of sins and was enabled to ' rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God.' He soon began to call sinners to 
repentance; and, having fruit of his labours, and believing 
himself to be ' moved by the Holy Ghost,' he offered 
himself for the full work of the ministry, was accepted by 
the Wesleyan Conference, and, in the year 1790, was 
appointed to a Circuit. He laboured with great fidelity 
and zeal £or thirty-seven years, chiefly as an Irish mission
ary, proclaiming both in the English and Irish languages, 
in the fairs and markets, the glad tidings of salvation. 
In the discharge of his important duties he was often 
exposed to danger by the violence of wicked men; but 
he 'endured as seeing Hirn who is invisible,' and counted 
it an honour to suffer as well as to labour in the cause of 
Christ. 

At length the health of Mr. Bell seriously failed, ·and, 
being no longet· able to fulfil the regular work of the 
·wesleyau ministry, he retired to Dublin, where he 
employed his time in preaching occasionally, meeting
classes, and visiting the sick as his strength would permit. 

C 2 
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He was a humble, devoted, and happy Christian; an affec. 
lionatc and faithful pastor, and useful preacher; his 
sermons were distinguished by great Scriptural simplicity, 
his onl_v object being the imlvation and :-ipiritual benefit of 
those who heard him. Nor did he labour in vain: God 
gave him seals to his ministry who will be his joy and the 
crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jesus. Such 
was the prostration of his strength for the last two years 
of his life, that he was unable to attend p11blic worship; 
ne,ertheless he continued to rise early, and to spend 
se,eral hours daily in reading, meditation, and prayer. 
His communion with God was uninterrupted and his con
fidence in Him unshaken. In extreme weaknesll, he fell 
asleep in Jesus on December 8th, 1844, in the eighty-sixth 
year. of his age, and the fifty-fourth of his ministry. 

HENRY FELL 

W .A.S a promising yonng minister, who, after having 
travelled one year in England, was appointed as a 

missionary to Jamaica, and left this country in the early 
part of 1834, one of eighteen sent out to the West Indies that 
year to prepare the negro slanls for their approaching 
emancipation. On reaching his distant station he entered 
upon his work in a manner which gave good hope of a 
successful career; but he had not laboured many months 
when be received a severe cold, which settled upon his 
lungs, and ent.irely incapacitated him for the discharge of 
his ministerial duties. There being no prospect of his 
recovery in the tropics, he was advised by his medical 
attendant and his brethren to return home, and he 
reluctantly complied. On his arrival in England he was 
no better but gradually grew worse. When he saw that 
his work on earth was done he wai'I at first tempted to 
murmur at the thought of being cut down in the morning 
of life, when he had been anticipating a long and useful 
day of Christian labour in the Lord's vineyard. By the 
help of the Holy Spirit he was at length enabled to 
overcome this feeling, and to resign himself entirely to the 
will of God. From this time he was quite happy in the 
prospect of his approaching removal to the better country, 
aud occasionally rejoiced with joy unspeakable and full 
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of glory. As bis end approached he spoku much of 
Christ and heaven, and jast before he passed away be 
said to his sister, in whose hoase he had found a congenial 
home during ais protracted and wasting illness;-' Do not 
make yoursAlf uneasy about me. All is well.' He died 
at Shrewsbary, on March 4th, 1835, in the twenty-ninth 
year of his age, and the third of bis ministry . 

. Repeated reference will be found in these memorial 
sketches to the eiE;hteen missionaries who were sent to the 
West Indies in 1834, the year of the glorious emancipation, 
of whom Mr. Fell was one, and the present writer another. 
Several of these devoted brethren were called to rest from 
their labours almost immediately after entering the foreign 
field; a few were spared for a while to do good service in 
the cause in which they embarked; but it is a touching 
fact that now, after a lapse of fifty years, only two of the 
eighteen of us survive; ft is a blessed thought, however, 
that, if found faithful unto death we shall meet again in 
the better country, and renew our friendship to be in
terrupted no more for ever. 

'When all our griefs are o'er, 
Our suffering and our pain ; 

Who meet on that eternal shore 
Shall never part again.' 

WILLIAM RICHEY 

WAS born near Clogher, in the county of Tyroue, 
Ireland, in the year 1793, and converted to God in 

the nineteenth year of his age. Having given satisfactory 
evidence of genuine piety, zeal for God, and other 
necessary qualifications for the Christian ministry, he was 
called to engage in its duties in the Wesleyan Methodist 
Connexion in the year 1814, and continued efficiently to 
fulfil them to the period of his decease. For several years 
he laboured with commendable zeal and diligence as an 
Irish missionary; and the privations and sufferings which 
he endured were such as are known only to thos(l who 
have been engaged in the snme arduoas work. He was a 
man of a most estimable character. Humility, simplicity, 
and spirituality, united to a naturally kind and affectionate 
disposition, attracted the attention of all with whom he 
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had intercourse, and greatl.v endeared him to the people 
amongst whom he exercised his ministry. His sermons 
were plain and evangelical, and bis delivery of them was 
earnest and impresRive. As a pastor he was diligent, 
faithful, and persevering; and his visits among his people 
were generally well.timed, judicious, and calculated to leave 
a spiritual and abiding impression. 

For some months before bis death Mr. Richey was 
exposed to dangers from the influence of a malignant fever 
which prevailed in the part of the country where he then 
laboured; but bis mind was peculiarly upheld by the con
solations of the Holy Spirit. At length he was seized 
with the disease in its worst form, and completely pros
trated. Yet he had perfect command of his faculties; and 
such was bis anxiety to retnrn to his beloved duties that 
be earnestly ioquired of his medical attendant when he 
thonght he might resume his labours. But his work on 
earth was finished, and his everlastiog rest was at hand. 
The closing scene was solemnly edifying and impressive; 
for, having devoutly expressed his desire 'to depart and be 
with Christ,' with his dying breath he ferventl/ prayed for 
his family, and for the Church of God, and so fell asleep in 
Jesus, on July 23rd, 1847, in the fifty-fourth year of his 
age, and the thirty-third of his ministry. 

WILLIAM STARKEY 

W AS another zealous and successful Irish missionary, 
of whom we find some interesting notices in the 

records of the Church of the period when he exercised his 
useful ministry. It is related of him tbat he was blessed 
with pious parents who trained him up 'in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord.' In early life he was 
awakened to a deep sense of his guilt and danger, and 
obtained the knowledge of salvation by the remission of 
sins, through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Having 
been distinguished by consistent piety and usefulness in a 
subordinate capacity, he was called to the full work of !he 
ministry in 1830, and laboured in the word and doctrme 
with acceptance and success both in regularly organised 
Circuits and on mission stations for several years. It 
pleased God to visit His servant with severe family 
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bereavements; yet, sustained by grace, he murmured not, 
but meekly submitted to the wise, though mysteriou,i rlis
pensations of bis heavenly Father. He was amiable in 
spirit, and unassuming in manners ; respectable and useful 
as a pre:1cher, and diligent and punctual in attention to all 
his pastoral duties. His piety shone with increasing lustre 
in his last illness; he knew in whom he had believed: and 
his death was not only peaceful but triumphant. Hi,i 
Master's call was unexpected and comparatively sudden, 
but he was found prepared. There is reason to believe 
that the scenes of distress through which he passed in 
ministering to the suffering poor during the Irish famine, 
acting upon a heart peculiarly tender, injuriously affected 
his constitution, and hastened his end. He died in peace 
at Bandon, on September 17th, 1843, in the forty-fifth 
year of his age, and the eighteenth of his ministry. 

ARCHIBALD MURDOCK 

W AS born near Forkhill, in the county of Armagh, 
Ireland. From a child he knew the Holy Scriptures, 

and such deep impressions were made upon his mind 
while reading them, when about seven years of age, that 
he was led to retire into the fields, where, weeping alou,1, 
he sought and found me1·cy by faith in Christ. Soon 
after receiving the knowledge of salvation by the remission 
of sins he joined the Wesleyan Methodist Society ; and so 
great was his love for the class-meeting, that he frequently 
travelled eight miles on the Sabbath morning, to enjoy the 
opportunity which that institution afforded for the pro
motion of personal piety. His ardent desire for the 
salvation of others led him early to recommend Christ to 
all around; and in 1789 he was called to the work of the 
ministry in the Wesleyan Methodist Conuexion. 

Mr. Murdock had not laboured long in the land of his 
birth when his piety and zeal attracted the notice of Dr. 
Coke, by whom he was induced to accept of an appointment 
as a missionary to the West Indies. There he spent six 
years in earnest and self.denying efforts to instruct and 
evangelize the poor negro slaves. The scene of his 
labours was chiefly in the Virgin Islands and St. Christo
pher's. In a letter 1Vritten from 'l'ortola, in 1803, Mr. Mut·-
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dock describes the Society as consisting of 2,070 black and 
coloured persons, and thirty-P-ight whites; and he speaks of 
many who had died in the faith and hope of the Gospel. 
In his 'History of the West Indies ' Dr. Coke says : ' In a 
general let,ter written by the leaders of the Society, they 
bear a strong testimony in favour of Mr. Murdock's piety 
ancl zeal, and sincerely regret his departure from them.' 
In the month of January, 1804, the devoted missionary 
was seized with a violent fever, which brought him near 
to the gates of death, and on his partial recovery he 
returned to his native land. 

On resuming his ministerial labours in Ireland, Mr. 
::\Iurdock proved himself to be 'a workman needing not to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.' He con
tinued to occupy various Circuits in succession with credit 
to himself a,nd advantage to the cause in which he was 
engaged till the year 1835, when failing health obliged 
him to become a supernumerary. But even then, during 
his residence in Longford, Ferbane, and Dungannon, he 
continued to preach, to meet classes, and to hold prayer
meetings, until his strength utterly failed. He is 
described by his brethren as ' an able and acceptable 
minister of the Gospel, a man of sound judgment, un
daunted courage, unwavering in his attachment to 
Methodist discipline, and loved and honoured by all.' 
His last hours wore eminently peaceful. After having 
partaken of the Lord's supper with manife3t delight, he 
prayed most, fervently for the universal Church of Christ, 
and for the conversion of the whole world, and then, 
without a struggle or a sigh, fell asleep in Jesus, on 
October 3rd, 1848, in a good old age, and in the fifty-ninth 
year of his ministry. 

WILLIAM GUARD 

W AS born at Mountrath in_ Queen's County, Ireland, 
in the year 1798. Havrng been taught the fear of 

ihe Lord in early youth; when about sixteen years of age 
he was thoroughly convinced of his lost condition; and, 
after suffering deep mental anguish for s?me time, he ~as 
enabled to trust in the atonement of Christ for salvatwn. 
Cunstrained by the love of Christ, he now began to call 
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sinners to repentance, and his efforts were crowned with 
an encouraging degree of success. It was soon evident 
that the Divine Head of the Church designed him for a 
wider sphere of labour; and having passed through the 
usual examinations, in 1821 he was admitted to the ranks 
of the Wesleyan ministry. The greater part of his 
ministerial life was devoted to the Irish mission, in which 
he laboured for several years with diligence and success. 
He was strongly attached to W esleyau Methodism, in 
doctrine and discipline, and was uniformly distinguished by 
godliness, simplicity, and strict integrity. His preaching 
was clear, evangelical, and practical, and it was frequently 
attended with the unction of the 'Holy Ghost. As a 
Christian and as a minister he was much beloved, and his 
pastoral visits were hailed with gratitude and joy. His 
death was mysteriously sudden. Retiring to rest on the 
night of April 6th, 1850, in his usnal health and spirits, 
he was seized about one o'clock on the following morning 
with a fit of apoplexy; and after an interval of three 
hours, spent without much apparent suffering, he peace
fully passed away and entered into the joy of his Lord, 
in the fifty-second year of his age, and the twenty-ninth of 
his ministry. 

JAMES SULLIVAN 

WAS born in the county of Framanagb, Ireland ; and 
was converted to God in the year 1818. In the 

i-umrner of 1824 he was called to the ministry of the 
Gospel in the Wesleyan Metliodist Connexion, aud thence
forth laboured for the most part on the Irish missions. In 
common with other ministers engaged in the same depart
ment of C~ristian work, be was exposed to many privations 
in the prosecution of bis important duties; but be 
'endured hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ,' and 
was very successful in the conversion of sinners and in 
building up the Church of the Redeemer. He possessed 
many traits of character which commended him to the 
esteem and confidence of bis brethren, and fitted him 
especially for the great work in which he was engaged. 
He was distinguished by uprightness and promptitude in 
the discharge of what he considered to be bis imperative 
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duty, and by indefatigable exertions in the cause of Christ,, 
His preaching was faithful, searching, and truly evan
gelical. He had accurate views of Gospel truth; and he 
deeply felt the responsibility of the Ch1·istiau ministry. 
He expounded the doctrines of Methodism with great 
clearness, and he faithfully carried out its discipline. He 
was, moreover, remarkably judicious and successful in 
erecting places of worship and other Church buildings on 
the respective stations which he occupied, and to this day 
the Irish Connexion reaps the benefit of his untiriug 
efforts for the consolidation and extension of the good 
work. 

For many years during the latter part of his life, the 
health of Mr. Sullivan was very infirm, and dllring his 
last illness his- sufferings were very severe, but he endured 
them with perfect patience and entire resignation to the 
will of God. His confidence in the great, atonement was 
unwavering. A friend who visited him made reference to 
his labours in the Lord's vineyard. He said,' My labours? 
I lcok not to my labours, but to Christ. I cannot charge 
myself with "handling the word of God deceitfully" ; 
but I can now trust only in Christ and that is enough.' He 
expressed a deep concern for the place where he was about 
to finish his course ; often praying fervently for it ; and, 
commending his family and the people amongst whom he 
had ministered the word of life, to the care of the Head 
of the Church, he peacefully entered into rest on May 2nd, 
1851, in the twenty-seventh yea1· of his ministry. 

DAVID HAZELWOOD 

W AS born at Fakenham, Norfolk, in th~ Y.ear 18~9. 
He was savingly converted to God rn early hfe, 

under the powerful and impressive ministry of the Rev. 
John Farrar, and immediately joined the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church, of which he was ever afterwards a 
faithful and consistent member. ln 1841 he emigrated to 
New South Wales ; and soon after bis arrival there he 
became a useful and efficient locltl preacher. He had not 
long exercised his talents in this capacity when it ?ecame 
evident to the miuislers and people tl.tat he was destrned by 
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the great Head of the Church for a higher sphere of labour. 
He moreover felt within his own heart the stirrings of an 
earnest desire to devote himself entirely to the work of 
God. Having offered himself ag a candidate for mission 
work among the heathen, be was accepted by the District 
meeting of 1843, and forthwith received an appointment 
to labour in Fiji. In the notorious cannibal island~ he 
spent ten years, during which he took a prominent part in 
the great work which was destined in the order of Divine 
provid~nce to produce such a wonderful change in the 
moral and social condition of the people. He soou 
learned the native language, in which be became remark
ably expert; and, both as a preacher and translator, he 
rendered valuable service to the cause be loved so well. 

The spirit in which.he laboured may be- inferred from 
the following sentences gleaned from bis copiouR com
munications to the missionary committee in London. 
Writing from Ono under date of "1\'Iay 4th, 18tB, be 
says:-' The last time I wrote it was from Somosomo, a 
land of darkness and the shadow of death, where 
eminently Satan's seat is; a land of thick darkness, 
bordering on the regions of eternal night, where heathen
ism in the form of savage cannibalism, with all its horrors, 
lifts up an unblushing countenance; but I am happy now 
to write from a place on which "the Light of the world" 
has poured His enlightening rays, and I trust, for ever 
dispelled the gloom of heathenism. 0, the awfulness of 
heathenism! It cannot be conceived bnt by those who have 
had intercourse with its votaries; I could almost beg and 
entreat, never send me again to a heathen island. But in 
this I wish to follow Him who "pleased not Himself." 
Here I am; send me again, it will not be for long. I have 
made up my mind not to choose for myself. Since I have 
been here, I have seen the grace of God, and I have not 
only been satisfied, but I have rejoiced and been thankfol 
for the appointment, and doubt not that it is of God. I 
hesitate not to say that this bas been the happiest year, 
not only that I have spent in Fiji, but in any part of the 
world. What is not Christianity able to effect for those 
who yield fully to its influence, as the majority of the 
people here have done? I have seen its effects at home, 
and I have seen them in the colony; but I have ne\·ei· 
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seen its effects so general on a people as on the people of 
Ono.' 

Mr. Hazelwood was prosecuting his missionary work in 
this way, beholding with joy the result of his labours and 
those of his associates in a nation of degraded savage~ 
rising to the position of men and brethren in Christ Jesus, 
when in 1853, he was attacked with a serious . illness, 
which brought his hn.llowed toil to an abrupt termination. 
With the hope of regaining his health he embarked with 
bis family for New South Wales. Instead of getting 
better be became worse, and he gradually sank to rise no 
more. He died in great peace at Maitland, on Octobe1· 
;'l0th, 1855, in the thirty-sixth year of his age, and the 
twelfth of bis ministry, leaving behind him the blessed 
testimony to a holy life, and an example of zeal and 
diligence worthy of being imifated by every young mis
sionary. 

WILLIAM CASE. 

ALTHOUGH not sent out from this country, the Re,, 
W. Case was for many years employed by the Wes

leyan Missionary Society among the Indian tribes of the 
far north-west of America, and his chamcter and career 
are worthy of an honourable place in this volume. He 
was born at Swansea, on the coaAt of Massachusetts, on 
August 27th, 1780. His youthful days were spe □ t in sin 
and folly; and it was not till he was twenty-three years of 
age that he was convinced of the erro1· of his ways and 
brought to a saving knowledge of the truth, during a 
remarkable revival of religion with wl1ich his native place 
was visited. In 1805, within two years of his conversion, 
Mr. Case bad passed through the subordinate grades of 
exhorter and local preacher, and stood before the New 
York Conference as an accepted candidate for the 
ministry. At that early period this Conference included 
a comiderable part of New Englaud and the whole of 
Upper and Lower Canada, in wl,ich province the subject 
d our sketch was destined, in the order of Divine provi
deuce, to spend the greater part of his life. 

At the time Mr. Case was received into the ranks of 
tlie .Methodist iLiuerancy lbvre wasacall for volunteers for 
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mission work in Canada, when the young evangefo1t, with a 
heart glowing with true missionary zeal, offered himself 
for the service. He waR accordingly appointed to the Bay 
of Quinto Circuit, with Henry Ryan for hiH superintendent. 
It was not without feelings of emotion that he left home 
and set off on his adventurous journey to his dist.ant field 
of labour. Fifty years afterwards, when preaching on the 
occasion of the jubilee of his ministry, he gave a touching 
description of his experience as he approached his destina
tion. ' So strong were my emotions of heart,' he said, 
' that I dismounted and wept, and prayed. While I was 
weeping these words were spoken to me in a manner that 
I could not misunderstand: "I will go before thee, I will 
prepare the hearts of the people to receive thee; and thou 
shalt have fathers and mothers and children in that land.'" 
Such was the humble, trembling, and prayerful commence
ment of a long, honourable, and successful missionary 
career. 

For a few years Mr. Case laboured among the scattered 
settlers of Upper Canada; but it was as a missionary to 
the despised Indians that he more especially commends 
himself to our notice. Whilst he was labouring in the 
Ancaster Circuit, in 1808, circumstances occurred which 
tended to create the germ of sympathy for the aboriginal 
inhabitants of the country, and that desire for their 
salvation, which in after years became his ruling passion,
a passion that led him to adopt those measures for their 
conversion and improvement which constituted the one 
great business of the last thirty years of his laborious and 
useful life. He lived to see the Indian mission expanded 
into several branches with prosperous stations at Grand 
River, New Credit, Muncy, St. Clair, Rama, .Alnwick, 
Mud Lake, and other places, and he finished his course in 
pe_ace, in a good old age and full of honour in the year 
1855, leaving behind him a noble example of entire 
devotedness to the cause of the Redeemer. 

ALBERT DESBRISAY 

W AS honoured with a long and useful missionary 
career in British North America, of which we 

believe he was a respected colonist previous to his entering 
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the Wesleyan ministry in 1822. From that time he 
0ccupied various stations in Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick, wit,h credit to himself and advantao-e to the 
cause in which he was engaged. He was a man ~f humble 
mind and unassuming manners, and was not much known 
beyond the sphere of his immediate. labours ; but by his 
ministerial brethren and the people of his chara-e he was 
much beloved. When bis strength began to fail

1\y reason 
of incessant toil, advancing years, and increasino- in
firmities, and he was no longer able to discharge the duties 
of a regular Circuit, his brethren kindly gave him an 
appointment as governor and chaplain of the Mount 
Alli$on Institution, Sackville, New Brunswick. In this 
honourable position he exercised a genral and beneficial 
influence during the remainder of his life. At length the 
end came, and he died happy in God on Sunday, May 24th, 
1806, in the sixty-second year of his age and thirty-fifth 
of his ministry. 

PETER JONES 

W AS a North American Indian chief of the Chippewa 
nation, who, after his conversion to the faith of 

Christ, became a missionary to his tribe under circum
stances of peculiar interest. Indeed his general character 
and whole career were singularly illustrative of the 
pr0vidence and grace of God in connection with the pro
pagation of the Gospel in heathen lands. He was born on 
the heights of Burlington Bay, Canada West, on January 
1st, 1802. His father Augustus Jones, was a land surveyor, 
and whilst exploring the Canadian forests he became 
intimate with two Indian women. After hearing the 
Methodist preachers he was converted, and put away 
one of his wives, the mother of Peter, who went off 
with her tribe, accompanied by her little brown boy, 
whom she trained up in the superstitious views and 
practices of her people. For fourteen years he lived in 
and wandered about the woods of America. His name 
was Kahlceiuaquonaby, which means, 'sacred waving 
feathers.' He was taught to urn the bow and arrow, and 
afterwards became expert with the gun, and also in the 
use of the canoe and spea1· to catch fish. In 181G, how-



Peter Jones. 3r 

over, his father sent him for nine months to an English 
school in the township of Saltfleet, where he was taught 
to read, write, and r.ipher. His family now moved from 
the bead of Lake Ontario to the Grand River and 1,ettled 
among the Mohawks, who had for several years been 
under Christian influences. In 1820 the young chief was 
baptized in the Mohawk Church at the desire of his father, 
when he took the new name of Peter Jones and began to 
think th~ Christian religion true. 

Although nominally a Christian from the time of his 
baptism, Peter Jones was unacquainted with experimental 
religion till three years afterward, when he became the 
subject of t.he converting grace of God. The circumstances 
attending his conversion were somewhat remarkable. On 

· Friday, June 1st, 1823, he with his sister Mary visited the 
camp meeting then begun in the township of Ancaster to 
'see how the Methodists worshipped the great Spirit in the 
wilderness.' The Rev. William Case and other ministers 
iu succession preached powerful and heart-searching 
sermons. According to his own account, the young 
Indian chief, after attending the preaching and prayer
meeting on Saturday began to ' feel very sick in his heart.' 
On Sunday at all the sen·ices he 'felt as if the blackcoats 
knew all his thoughts and as if he was the person especially 
addressed.' ' In spite of my old Indian heart,' he after
wards said, 'tears flowed down my cheeks at the remem: 
brance of my sins.' On Monday his distress of mind 
increased. In the evening he was invited and led into the 
prayer-meeting. Tired in body, he went at midnight to 
his tent, and fell asleep, but he was soon awoke by two 
friends coming to tell him that his sister Mary was con
verted and wished him to return to the prayer-meeting. 
He accordingly went and found his sister as happy as she 
could be; and she exhorted him to seek the Lord with all 
his heart, declaring what great things He had done for her. 
Continuing in prayer till tbe dawn of day be was enabled 
to believe to the salvation of his soul. 'That very instant,' 
he said afterwards, 'my burden was removed, joy unspeak
abie filled my heart, and I could say, Abba, Fa,ther. The 
love of God being now shed abroad in my heart, I loved 
Him intensely, and praised Him in the midst of the 
people.' 
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Peter Jones soon e,·inced his love to God by beginning 
to work for Him, and in dne time he devoted himself 
entirely to· the service of the Lord in His sanctuary, and 
became an earnest and successful missionary to his tribe, 
spending the whole of his future life for thei1• benefit, with 
results which will be fully known only in that. day when 
all things will be revealed. In 1831 he visited Eno-land 
on business with the government and the Wesleyan 
Missionary Society in the interest of his tribe, which was 
rapidly rising in the scales of civilisation. On this 
occasion he bad the honour of being introduced to the 
queen, who made many kind inquiries about him and his 
people. He also addressed several large congregations in 
var1ons parts of the country on the progress of the Gospel 
among the Indians. On being introduced to a missionary 
meeting in London by the Rev. Richard Watson, he 
commenced his address with the following observations:
' My Christian brothers and sisters, I shake hands with 
you all this day in my heart. I feel, my Christian friends, 
that your God whom you have been worshipping a.nd talking 
about this day is my God also. I feel that the same 
religion that warms your hearts and makes you glad, 
warms my heart and makes me glad also,' &c., &c. He 
then proceeded to give a touching account of his conversion 
and of the state of religion among his tribe. 

On his return to Canada, Peter Jones resumed his 
evangelical labours among his people, and continued 
faithfully to preach the Gospel and to watch over them 
with fatherly care as long as he lived. He was nobly 
aided in his efforls to do good by his intelligent and 
de.-oted wife, who was spared to survive him and who 
published an interesting memoir of his life and labours. 
From tbis affecting record it appears that Mr. Jones was 
favoured to see a goodly number of his people brought to 
a saving knowledge of the truth and advanced to a 
pleasing state of civilisation, and that he died in great 
peace on Sunday, June ~9th, 1856, in the fifty-fifth year 
of his ao·e and the twenty-second of his ministry, leaving 
behind him a noble example of entire devotedness to the 
service of God. 
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WALTER TREGELLAS 

W AS a. na.tive of Cornwall; and having been brought 
to a saving knowledge of the truth in early life, he 

joined the Wesleyan Methodist Church, in the services of 
which he had received his first religions impressions. 
Believing himself to be Divinely called, he began to work for 
God soon after his conversion, and after he had laboured 
with acceptance for some time as a local preacher in the 
Hayle Circuit, he was accepted as a candidate for the Wes-

_Je_yan ministry, and sent to Richmond College to prepare 
l;iimself by a regular course of study for the foreign work 
for which he had offered himself. Here his health failed, 
and he was obliged to return to his home in Cornwall. 
With his prospects thus blighted, and hoping to receive 
benefit from a change to a warmer climate, he emigrated 
to South Australia. His health having improved some
what, he made another effort to enter the ministry, on 
which his heart seemed fixed, if it should please the Lord 
so to employ him. He was received on trial by the 
District meeting of 1853 ; but his course of Christian 
service in the southern world was very short. He laboured 
about twelve months at Gawler Town, and before the close 
of the following year he was stricken down with the 
painful disease which terminated his brief and chequered 
life. He died in peace at Melbourne on July 3rd, 1856, in 
the thirty-second year of his age. 

JAMES HORNE. 

METHODISM has done much at different times and 
in different countries for soldiers and sailors; and ir 

is a fact worthy of notice that the British army has fur
nished a number of zealous evangelists, some of whom 
have done good service to the cause both at home and 
abroad. One of these was the Rev. James Horne, who was 
savingly converted to God and began to preach in Dublin 
whilst in the army, and attracted sinners to the Cross by 
Lis holy life and earnest labours. At length providence 
opened his way to a wider sphere of usefulness. He hon
ourably obtained his discharge, and entered the ranks of 
the Wesleyan ministry in 1814; and after labouring with 

D 
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acceptance and success in several Irish Circuits, in 1818 he 
received an appointment as a missionary to the West 
Indies, an~ commenced a course of self-denying and 
arduous toil such as has but few parallels in the history of 
Wesleyan missions. 

Mr. Horne's first sphere of labour in the foreign field 
was the island of Jamaica, where he spent several years. 
The character and magnitude of the work will appear 
from the following brief extract from one of his early 
letters, dated September 2nd, 1822 :-' I transmit you the 
report of the state of the Society after the examination of 
the June quarter. .A.t that period there were in the King
!:'ton Society, free persons, 1793; slaves, 2,217; total, 4,010: 
the increase being, since December last, 291, during which 
time thirteen have died and thirty-four have withdrawn. 
The state of our people is generally very gratifying to those 
who are labouring to feed the flock of God. We have 
held a missionary prayer-meeting on the first Monday of 
every month this year, and most of the other brethren have 
adopted the same practice, which it is hopP.d will lead to 
other mis8ionary efforts. The foundation stone of our new 
chapel was laid on J nly 18th, amid a vast crowd of spec
tators. We have commenced subscriptions among our 
people with a good prospect of success.' The labour and 
anxiety devolving on Mr. Horne and his colleagues in 
ministering to and watching over these four thousand 
Church members can only be fully appreciated by those 
who have been engaged in a similar work; but the Lord 
helped His servants, and the cause prospered in a most 
delightful manner. 

Mr. Horne subsequently occupied various stations in the 
Bahamas and Antigua Districts, as well as in Bermuda, in 
all of which he was highly esteemed, happy, and useful. 
In 1839 he paid a visit to England to see his friends and to 
recruit his health; but he soon returned to his beloved 
work in the West Indies. Just before his embarkation at 
Liverpool on October 23rd, he addressed a touching letter 
to the missionary committee in London, commencing as 
follows: 'After having spent more than twenty years of 
unreruitting toil in the West India mission, and having 
enjoyed the privilege of spending a few months among old 
and new friends and relatives, I am unwilling to take my 
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departure to be further employed in that field of labour, as 
the Master may see fit to use me, without giving vent to 
my feelings,' &c. 

The devoted missionary had continued his earnest 
labours for ten years longer when he was obliged by failing 
health to retire as supernumerary. In this capacity, in 
1850, he took np his abode among his old friends in Ber
muda, where he was ever ready to assist in the good 
work according to his ability. .At length his strength 
entirely failed, and after lingering for a while he died 
in peace on July 10th, 1856, full of years and crowned 
with honour,-a noble example of untiring effort aml 
patient perseverance in the cause of Christian missions. 

GEORGE' POOLE 

W AS an earnest and devoted Methodist preacher of 
the old school, who late in life did some useful 

work in the foreign field; his name is consequently deserv
ing of notice here. He entered the Wesleyan ministry in 
1809, and for several years laboured in English Circuits. 
He was never very popular as a preacher; bnt he was a 
diligent and painstaking superintendent, and watched well 
over the flock committed to his care. His health failing, 
he retired as a supernumerary; . and after several years 
spent at home in this capacity, during which he rendered 
ministerial service in the Circuits where he resided, in 
1847 he removed to .Australia. For some time he resided 
in Sydney, where he was ever ready to assist the ministers 
in their important work to the utmost of his power. He 
then went to Morton Bay, Queensland, where there was a 
great lack of ministerial labour, the country, just at the 
time, being in the first stage of colonisation. For some 
time he was the only minister in the settlement, and his 
services were most acceptable to persons of various deno
minations. At length his mental and physical powers 
entirely failed ; and, being relieved of his arduous duties 
by the arrival of other ministers, in a good old age he 
retired from all public work, and calmly awaited his final 
change. Ho died in peace at Sydney, on Sunday, July 
20th, 1856, in the seventy-second year of bis age and the 
forty-seventh of his ministry. 
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ROBERT A. CHESLEY 

\VAS a zealous, devoted, and laborious missionary 
minister in British North America, who nobly fell 

at his post of duty under circumstances truly affecting. 
He was admitted to the ranks of the Wesleyan ministry in 
] 843, and having laboured for several years with accept
ance and success on several stations in Newfoundland, in 
18.55 he was appointed to the St. John's Circuit. It was 
whilst stationed there, during the prevalence of a fearful 
epidemic, incessantly engaged in visiting the sick and the 
dying, that his useful career was suddenly brought to a 
close. He was seized with typhus fever, caught in the 
discharge of his pastoral duties; and after an illness of 
seven days, be died in peace at the Mis'lion House, St. 
John's, on Thursday, November 27th, · 1856. He was in 
the forty-first year of his age and the £on,rteenth of his 
ministry, and left a widow and several child!'en to deplore 
their loss. 

BENJAMIN HURST. 

F EW men have exhibited a finer specimen of intense 
zeal and entire devotion to the cause of God than did 

tbe Rev. Benjamin Hurst, in the course of his useful 
ministry at home and abroad. He was a native of Lin
colnshire, where he was brought to a saving knowledge of 
the truth in early life through the instrumentality of Wes
leyan Methodism. Soon afte1· his conversion he began to 
preach; and, believing himself called of God to the sacred 
office, he offered himself as a candidate for the Wesleyan 
ministry, and was accepted by the Conference of 1835. 
Bis first appointment was to the Newport Pagnell Circuit, 
w he1·e he labeured with acceptance and success for two 
years. He then received an appointment as a missionary 
to Australia, and embarked for his distant station on 
November 7th, 1837, in company with his friend and fel
low-labourer, the Rev. Francis Tuckfi.eld and others. He 
arrived at his destination in the early part of the follow
ing year, and entered upon his work in the true missionary 
spirit. 
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Mr. Hurst laboured for some years among the degraded 
aborigines of New Holland, and manifested much patience 
rmd endurance under numerons trials and discouragements. 
When the station among the natives was relinquished he 
entered t.he colonial work, and occupied several important 
Circuits in succession, with credit to himself and benefit 
to the people among whom he laboured. His communica
tions to the missionary committee in London during
his lengthened period of foreig-n service were of a mo~t 
interesting character, as the following brief specimen will 
show, dated Bathurst, New South Wales, June 10th, 1846. 
'Our congregations at Bathurst not only continue good, 
but they are evidently increasing; and we ha,;-e many 
applications for pews which we are not able to meet. But 
what to my mind is more important and more pleasing is 
the fact that we have lately been favoured with a. large 
measure of Divine influence in the various means of 
grace. My heart is in my work, and noth-ing can satisfy 
me but the conversion of souls to God. Without this I 
feel that the end of my ministry is not realised, and 
preaching becomes to me hard work; but with this I can 
endure almost any amount of fatigue, and cheerfully make 
any sacrifice. I do hope that the manifestations of God's 
presence and love with which we have been recently 
favoured, are but the prelude to au extensive and perma
nent revival of the work of God.' 

In the course of years Mr. Hurst came into the posses
sion of large property; bnt instead of retiring and living 
at his ease as _some have done under similar circumstances, 
he continued 'in labours more abundant.' Nor did he 
withhold his hand from doing good according to his ample 
means. His benevolence in various ways was truly l::trge
hearted, and he proved himself to be a faithful steward of 
the Lord, regarding himself and all that he possessed as 
belonging to his Divine Master. His life was, moreover, a 
beautiful specimen and exemplification of Christian holi
ness. 'l'hus liviug, and labouring, and giving, witli a 
single eye to the glory of God, he was found watcliing and 
waiting and ready for the Master's call. This call camfl 
somewhat suddenly just as he was preparing to leave 
home for Conference. He died in great peace at Bathur~t, 
New South Wales_, on J an-uary 5th, 1857, in the twenty-
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second year of his ministry. 'Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord, they rest from their labours and their 
works do follow them.' 

WILLIAM FIDDLER, JuN. 

WAS the son of a zealons and devoted West Indian 
missionary of the same name, and an attached 

fellow-labourer of the present writer. Born on mission 
ground and trained up in the knowledge and fea.r of God, 
the subject of this sketch wa.s early led to seek an interest 
in Christ as his personal Sa.viour. On leaving Kingswood 
School be was pnt to business; but believing himself 
to be called of God to labour in His vineyard he began to 
preach, and it was not long before he offered himself and 
was accepted as a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry. 
Preferring the foreign work, be received an appointment as 
a missionary to Australia, and embarked for Sydney on 
October, 28th, 1856, along with several others who were 
going out in the same blessed enterprise. On reaching his 
distant sphere of labour, he entered upon his work in the 
true missionary spirit, and in all the Circuits which he 
occupied be was esteemed and loved by the people of hil'I 
charge. He is described by those who knew him as a 
'faithful and useful minister of the Gospel '; and as being 
' instrnmental in winning many sonls for Christ.' After 
labonring with acceptance and success for nearly sixteen 
years, he was called somewhat suddenly to enter into that 
rest which remains for the people of God. He died in 
great peace at Sydney, on October '7th, 1872, much 
regretted by his brethren in the ministry and all who 
knew him. 

WILLIAM BENNETT. 

F EW men have had a longer or more hononrablo 
ministerial career than the Rev. William Bennett, 

who commenced bis missionary labours in British North 
America in the year 1800. For twenty-one years he 
occupied various stations in Nova Scotia; being appointed 
t.o the Liverpool, Halifax, Cumberland, Horton, and 
Newport Circuits in succession. In the early part of the 
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present century the work of a missionary in Nova Scotia. 
was very arduous, the population being scattered, the 
journeys long, and the weather in winter severely inclement. 
But Mr. Bennett endured hardness as a. good soldier of 
Jesus Christ, and was 'in labours more abundant.' His 
incessant toils a.nd frequent exposure at length told on his 
health, and in 1821 he was obliged to retire as s11per
numerary. This position he occupied for the long period 
of thirty-seven years; but it must not be supposed that in 
his partial retirement he was inactive, or unewployed in 
the service of his Divine Master. This was far from 
being the case. Both in Newport and Halifax, where he 
chiefly resided, he was ever ready to preach and perform 
other pastoral do.ties as his strength would permit, and he 
went in and out before the people as a father among his 
children, till fairly worn down by the weight of years and 
accumulated afflictions. At length the end came and 
he passed away to his eternal rest on November 6th, 1857, 
in the eighty-eighth year of his age, and the _fifty-eighth of 
his ministry. · 

In recording the fact of his death the W eRleyan :Mis
sionary Committee say of Mr. Bennett: 'This venerable 
minister was formerly general superintendent of the 
Society's missions in British North America, and was 
greatly distinguished for his zealous and successful labours. 
In the latter years of his life he endured much affliction, 
but his end was eminently peaceful and happy.' 

BENJAMIN SLIGHT 

ENTERED the ranks of the Wesleyan ministry iu 1834, 
and immediately received an appointment as a mis

sionary to Canada. Previous to his embarkation I had 
many opportunities of pleasant and profitable intercourse 
with him, and received a very favourable impression of his 
mental ability, studious habits, deep piety, and genial 
disposition. For the first year or two he laboured chiefly 
among the European set.tiers in the Guelph and .Amherst. 
burg Circuits. In 1836 he was appointed to the Credit 
Indian mission, and he ever afterwards took a lively 
interest in the red men of the forest. He studied their 
language and manners, and whilst auxious above all thing~ 



40 llfissionary Worthies. 

to win them to Christ, be was uot unmindful of their 
temporal interests. More than once he used his best 
influence with the government officials to obtain for them 
their just rights, ann. he was ever intent on promoting 
their moral and social elevation. 

,vbilst labouring on the station last mentioned, Mr. 
Slight wrote me a long and interesting letter, dated May 
1st, 1837, a re-perusal of which bas awakened many tender 
recollections. A brief extract from this voluminous com
munication will afford a glimpse of the kind of work 
which my dear friend and brother had to do, and the spirit 
in which he discharged his important duties. After an 
interesting and elaborate account of Canada as a country, 
its extent, resources, productions, and population, &c., he 
proceeds as follows:-' .And now I must tell yon how it 
has fared with me and mine since I came to this country. 
:My first appointment was to .A.mherstbnrg, :in the Western 
District. Amherstburg is a respectable town. Sandwich, 
tbe county town, also belonged to my mission; the 
population of these towns is· generally genteel arid 
respectable and of superior intelligence. The population 
of the towns and country nround consists of persons from 
the Briti~h Isles and their descendants, of French, 
coloured people (runaway slaves from tbe United States), 
and a reserve of Wy:mdot and Huron Indians;, we had 
also a fort with British soldiers and a commissariat 
department. Out of this heterogeneous mass I was left to 
form a Circuit, and eventually a Church, with proper 
officers, &c. Some of the places had formerly had a casual 
sermon from a passing Wt-sley.an minister, and a few of the 
Indians had been com·erted and united in Church fellow
ship, but the country as a whole was a barren wilderness . 
.After a variety of hopes and fears, efforts and struggles, 
congregations were gathered, little classes formed, sub
scriptions promised for a chapel, aud at the end of two 
years I left as members of 6ur Church fifteen whites, 
thirty.three Indians, and 1hree coloured persons. Four 
died during this time, and I believe they went to heaven. 
Besides these several others received good unde1· my 
ministry, some of which were interesting cases. I shall 
not baye ~pace to say anything characteristic of the 
Indians, save that they are a fine, quick, sensible, noble 
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people in many things; but indolent and fond of their old 
migratory habits. We had the ple1sure of gaining their 
esteem, and we parted from them with mutual regret. I 
had also the happiness of receiving tokens and testimonials 
of high respect from all ranb and denominations of white 
people; such indeed as I shall never forget, for a senge of 
their kindness is deeply engraven upon my heart.' 

Mr. Slight then proceeds to describe his labours among 
the Indians at Credit as follows:-' Last Conference I was 
sent to the Credit mission, among the Missisougahs, or 
Chippewas, to succeed Elder Case. These Indians speak 
an entirely different language to those among whom I had 
laboured before. This is generally sn pposed to be our model 
Indian m1ss10n; however, I fonnd that it required 
remodelling. I shall not be able to do much in the way of 
reform t-his year; but next year, when I expect Peter 
Jones will leave me, I shall set myself to it in good earnest. 
The mission-house here is a good two-storey frame building, 
wtth eight rooms, suitable yard, and out premises. The 
Indian houses are neat and good, and we have a tolerably 
good chapel at the Indian village with a school-house and 
a female teacher. We have also six preaching places 
among the white settlers in the neighbourhood. We are 
about sixteen miles from Toronto, the ea pital of the 
province; the situation is highly romantic, and even 
sublime. Our work is fairly prosperous; we have sixty 
Indians and sixty white settlers united in Church fellow
ship with us.' 

The zealous missionary then makes reference to his 
long journeys, his health, and some of our dear departed 
friends:-' My health was for some time as good in Canada 
as in England, but during the last year I have experienced 
a reverse. I believe I fir.,t brought on my sickness with 
hard travelli_ng, especially to and from Conference, when I 
travelled 500 miles on horseback, the last 100 miles, on my 
return journey, being without any rest save baiting the 
horse. I have been better during this winter, but I feel 
the approach of the summer heat. In addition to my 
preaching and travelling I have written a good deal for the 
press, and I desire to work while it is day, for the night 
cometh when no man can work. How many of onr dear 
brethren are gone! Poor Price, Corbet, and Osbome rest 
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from their labours, and we must soon follow. Let us 
strive to be ready, and then when the harvest toil is over 
the labourers shall all rest together, and during ete1·nity 
"recount the labours of their feet."' 

In this spirit Mr. Slight had laboured on various 
stations in Upper and Lower Canada, including St. John's, 
She:fford, Melbourne, Clarenceville, Montreal, and Sher
brook, for twenty four years, when the Master called him. 
He died in peace at N apance on J anua,ry 16th, 1858. ..A.s 
the chairman of the Kingston District, and as a faithful 
and successful minister of the Gospel, he was esteemed and 
loved by all who knew him. 

CHARLES COOK, D.D. 

FEW names were more familiar to the friends of Wes-
leyan missions for the long period of forty years than 

that of the Rev. Charles Cook. His career was moreover 
marked by many features of general interest. He had 
laboured only two years in the Methodist minist.ry in Eng
land when, in 1818, he was appointed to the French mis
sion. The manner in which he entered upon thi:1 
important work with which his name was ever afterwards 
associated, and the pains which he took to obtain reliable 
information as to the condition of the country and the 
wants of the people, are already indicated in a voluminous 
and interesting journal of his travels and labours during 
the following year, which was published in the Society's 
Annual Report for 1820. 

In 1824 Mr. Cook was deputed by the missionary com
mittee in London to proceed to the Mediterranean and 
Palestine on a mission of inquiry as to whether there was 
any prospect of introducing the Gospel to the lands of the 
Bible, where the people, whether Jews, Mussulmen, or 
professing Christians, were involved in the grossest ignor
ance and superstition. On this important journey of obser
v:1tion the devoted missionary was employed chiefly in the 
circulation of the Scriptures, religrous conversations with 
those with whom he came in contact, and in collecting 
useful information. The manner in which he proceeded 
may be gathered from the following brief extract from the 
report of his mission:-' On April 25th we entered Jeru-
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salem, where our Lord shed His blood for the redemption 
of man. Since our arrival we have had the happiness to 
discover, especially among the Greeks and Armenians, a 
gratifying earnestness to possess the Holy Scriptures. All 
that we brought with us in Greek and Arabic were dis
posed of within two or three days, to persons who came to 
our lodgings for them. We had no occasion to go abroad 
with our books or to employ anyone to sell them for us. 
'l'o the Jews we have given one Hebrew Bible, nine copies 
of the Prophets, and seven New Testaments. We have 
also disposed of a few copies in Persian, Russian, Italian, 
French, and Ethiopic. In all we have given away since 
our arrival in Jerusalem two weeks ago thirty-two copies, 
and have sold seventy-six.' 

On returning to his beloved work on the continent of 
Europe Mr: Cook was indefatigable in promoting the 
interests of the good work in which he was engaged, 
gathering congregations, forming Societies, building places 
of worship, and counselling his junior brethren. With 
true apostolic zeal and earnestness he laboured both in 
Normandy and Switzerland, and especially in the south of 
France. His visits to England and America, where he 
was much respected, were always made subservient to the 
interests of the French mission. In the country last 
named he had the honorary title of D.D. conferred upon 
him, of which he was eminently worthy. Regarding the 
character and labours of Dr. Cook as a whole it is not 
surprising that the venerable D'Aubigne should have 
said: 'He was the John Wesley of the continent; he was 
to France, Switzerland, and Sardinia on a smaller sc:i.le 
what Mr. Wesley was in his day to England, in awakening 
the attention of multitudes to the vast concerns of reli
gion and eternity.' 

On the formation of the French Methodist Conference 
Dr. Cook was appointed the first president, an office which 
he worthily filled as long as he lived. At length the 
health of the devoted servant of God seriously failed, and 
it was evident to all that his work was done. Surrounded 
by his family he peacefully passed away to his eternal rest, 
at Paris, on l!'obruary 21st, 1858, full of years and 
honours, and deeply regretted by a large circle of friends 
and admirers. 
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CHRISTOPHER G. MULLER 

WAS. a native of Germany, and although nevet· or-
darned to the full work of the ministl'y, he became 

a missionary of no ordinary character, and was the means 
!n the hand of God of introducing Wesleyan Methodism 
rnto his nati,e la.nd, and in b1·inging about the salvation of 
many precious souls. His character and course were alto
gether so remarkable and so illustrative of the providence 
and gr:i.ce of God, that his name is worthy of a place among 
the messengers of mercy sent forth by the Wesleyan Mis
sionary Society. 'When quite a youth, about the year 
1830, Mr. Muller was induced to leave the land of his 
birth in consequence of an edict which was issued to 
replenish the German army by means of conscription, 
which fell heavily upon many families. He embtnked for 
Enirland and found his way to London. Whilst resident 
there he wandered incidentally into the Great Queen 
Street Wesleyan Chapel, where he heard a se1·mon which 
brought conviction to his heart, and led to his conversion. 
He at once joined the Methodist Society, and before long 
became an earnest class-leader and exhorter, and his zeal 
for the Lord of Hosts was admired by all who knew him. 

Having found the pearl of great price the young 
Germa11 convert thought of his relatives and friends at 
home, who were sitting in darkness and in the region of 
the shadow of death. He hastened to pay a visit to Win
nenden, in the kingdom of Wiirtemberg, his native place, 
and from a warm and full heart told to his father's house
hold, and to his friends and neighbours all around what a 
precious Saviour he had found. Bis words of exhortation 
and warning went directly 1o the hearts of those to whom 
they were addressed, and proved the means of conviction 
and salvation to many. Encouraged by the fruit of his 
labours he organised cottage services, class-meetings, and 
otlier means of grace, after the Methodist plan as he had 
seen it in operation in England; and after full information 
bad been communicated to the Wesleyan Missionary Com
mittee as to 1he nature and extent of the work, Mr. 
Muller became the accredited agent of the Society, carry
ing it on with vigour and success, with their support and 
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under their direction. The zealo1rn evangelist was soon 
assisted by other preachers and exhorters who were raised 
up as the fruit of his labour, and the way was thus prepared 
for that great and good work which has since been accom
plished by Methodism in Germany. After labouring with 
self-sacrificing zeal and great success for abon t twenty-Ii ve 
years, Mr. Muller, worn down with incessant toil in 
his Ma.ster's service, died in great peace at vVinnenden, on 
March 17th, 1858, leaving a noble example of entire and 
disinterested devotion to the service and glory of God. 

WILLIAM WOON 

W AS a native of Truro, in Cornwall, where he was 
savingly converted to God in early life through the 

instrumentality of Wesleyan Methodism. Having been 
called of God to preach the Gospel, he offered himself as a 
candidate for the Wesleyan ministry, and was accepted by 
the Conference of 1830. Preferring the foreign depart
ment of the work, and missionaries being urgently required 
for the So11th Sea mission, he cheerfnlly accepted an 
appointment to the Friendly Islands, and soon afterwards 
left his native lanJ for ever. 

Mr. Woon and the party with whom he sailed reached 
their destination after a tedious voyage in a South Sea 
whaling-vessel, on March 10th, 18:31, and were welcomed 
to 'l'onga by the Rev. Mess1·s. Turner and Cross, who 
together with a large number of natives were standing on 
the beach as they stepped on shore from the boats which 
had brought them from the ship which had anchored 
in the offing. The impre;;sion wade up:rn Mr. Woon's 
mind by what he saw of the effects produced by the 
Gospel in Tonga may be gathered from the following 
extract from his first letter to the missionary committee 
in London, which was writ.ten a fortnight after he landed: 
-' How shall my pen describe the won lers which the 
Lord bath wrought among this people!· The powers oE 
darkness are mightily shaken in this interesting island ; 
and, from wh;_1t we learn from our brother Thomas, at the 
Habai Islands, the work is much more encouraging. At 
this place, N ukualofo, a general change seems to have 
takeu place among the people; and not one-half has been 
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told in England of what we daily see. We cannot move 
any_ way for several miles, but we hear the people singing the 
pra1ses of God, and engaged in other devotional exercises. 
On the first Sabbath after our arrival we attended Divine 
service at the chapel, when the bt·ethren Turner and 
Cross engaged alternately; and on one occasion we were 
quite overcome on beholding what devotion and apparent 
sincerity the natives manifested in their worship. The 
king and queen were present with us and joined in the 
service; and, like all the rest, seemed truly devoted to 
God. .A.t the female school we heard the queen pray, 
and some other females, and were led to exclaim, "What 
bath God wrought!"' 

Mr. Woon was acquainted with the art of printing, 
and had been selected for this particular mission with a 
view to superintend the mission press, which was sent out 
about this time to the Friendly Islands. His tall, portly 
figure, genial disposition, and mechanical skill, all com
bined to commend him to the favour of the admiring 
natives. In t.heir earlier efforts to teach the people, the 
missionaries had to write with the pen all the les~ions they 
used in the mission school; but when the press was set up, 
and the natives saw, for the first time, copies of school 
lessons and portions of Scriptures which had been trans
lated into their own language, produced by the rapid 
motion of the strange ma.chine, more quickly than they 
could count them, they were perfectly astonished. Mean
while the Gospel continued rapidly to spread in every 
direction. In a letter dated September 13th, 1831, the 
devoted miesionary says: 'I rejoice with my brethren in 
informing you that the work of the Lord continues to 
prosper in this interesting field of missionary la.hour. 
Almost every week we have new converts; persons of all 
classes are leaving the enemy's c11.mp and joining the 
ranks of Immanuel. I have been often delighted, and my 
soul has rejoiced to witness the effects of Christianity on 
the minds of the inhabitants of Tonga. Young and old 
of every class, from the king to the poorest individual, are 
seeking the salvation of their souls. I feel thankful that 
I left my native land to visit these delightful shores; and 
trust I shall long live to spread the Saviour's name among 
this people. I am happy to inform you that the printing 
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press answers well, and has been of incalculable service to 
the inhabitants of this and the snrronnding islands, and 
will be the means of spreading the truth in all directions.' 

When Mr. Woon had la,bonred earnestly and success
fully for about fonr years in the Friendly Islands circum
stances occurred which caused him to remove to New 
Zealand. There he entered into the work of the mission 
with characteristic zeal and perseverance, and both at the 
mission press and in translating and preaching to the 
natives, so soon as he had acquired the language, he 
did good service to the cause in which he was engaged for 
the long period of twenty years. In 1854, when he bad 
laboured in connection with the South Sea missions for 
nearly a quarter of a century, his health failed and he 
took the position of a snpernnmerary. He did not return 
home, however, bnt continued in New Zealand rendering 
such assistance in the work as his enfeebled strength 
would permit. Writing from W anganni, on May 26th, 
1859, he says :-' I came to this place from New Plymouth 
at the latter end of 1854, and, from present appearances, 
here I expect to end my days.' It was even so; after lin
gering for about two years longer, trusting in that blessed 
Saviour in w horn be had confided in the days of strength 
and vigour, on September 22nd, 1858, Mr. Woon finished 
his course in peace at W anganui, and passed away to 
his eternal rest, leaving behind him a noble example oE 
zeal and perseverance in the mission cause to which 
his life was devoted. The veteran missionary was carried 
to his grave in a foreign land by a company of British 
soldiers, who were then quartered at the station, and two 
Scottish ministers officiated at his funeral. 

THEOPHILUS TAYLOR 

W AS a young minister of distinguished zeal and 
promising talents; bnt his course was soon run, his 

sun going down while it was yet day. He was a native of 
Bawtry, Yorkshire; and having given his heart to God in 
early life, he was soon employed in active religious service, 
first as a Sunday-school teacher, and afterwards as a local 
preacher. Believing himself to be called of God to a 
higher work, he offered himself as a candidate for tlie 
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We~le_ynn ministry; and being accepted, he was sent to 
Richmo11d College, where he spent two years in close n.nd 
successfnl study. After labouring for one year in the 
Cnstle Donington Circuit, he received an appointment to 
Australia, where his friends hoped he would be favoU1·ed 
with a long and successful ministerial career, but in the 
order of Divine providence it was otherwise arranged. On 
his arrivnl at Melbourne there was a loud call for ministers 
at the gold diggings, and he was the first Wesleyan mis
sionary appointed to labour at Ballarat. The work there 
bei11g very arduouf:, and the exposure to sun or rain being 
almost constant, Mr. Taylor's health gave way under 
the pressure of the severe duties which devolved upon 
him in these circumstances, and he became the subject 
of Rn illness from which he never recovered. In 1858 he 
was obliged to retire from Circuit work and become a 
supernumerary. He lingered for a few months longer, 
being graciously supported by the presence and blessing of 
God under his affiiction. .A.t length the end came, and he 
died in peace at Ballarat, on January 4th, 1859, in the 
thirty-first year of his age and the sixth of his. ministry. 

THOMAS FAWCETT. 

T HE special providence of God has frequently been 
extended to Christian missionaries, to preserve them 

from danger and from death ; and we have known some 
very remarkable deliverances from the most imminent peril. 
There have been a few appalling casualties, however, in 
the history of missions, involving the loss of valuable 
lives under circumstances peculiarly affiictive. These 
have no doubt been permitted fbr wise and good purposes, 
and howevermysterioustbey might appear at the time, when 
the light of eternity dawns upon them it will be clearly 
seen that the Judge of all the earth has done right; 
for 'What we know not now, we shall know hereafter.' 

The lamentable death of the Rev. Thomas Fawcett, an 
esteemed Canadian missionary, belongs to this:class of inci
dents. He had laboured for several years on the Grand 
Ri,er Mission and other stations, when on March 19th, 
1859, he left home on a journey to visit his brother 
:M.icbacl, who was lying very ill in the Grimsby Circuit. 
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He travelled by rail; and as the train was proceeding 
at full speed, in the midst of a terrific storm, along 
a mountain side, there occurred a landslip which caused 
the engine and train of cars to plunge headlong into a 
tremendous gulf, one hnndred yards wide, and forty feet 
deep. Mr. Fawcett was killed instantly, as were six 
others, and several more were seriously injured. This 
tragedy occurred about two o'clock in the afternoon, and 
as soon as it became known it brought sorrow to many 
peaceful homes. The dear missionary is described as 'a 
devout minister of Christ, who was ready for the Master's 
call.' He left a wife and family who were entirely 
dependent upon him for support. Verily, 'in the midst of 
life we are in death.' 

SAMUEL JOHNSTON 

W AS, born near Ballinasloe, in the county of Galway, 
Ireland, in 1823. His parents were members of the 

Established Church, and he was brought up in attendance 
upon its services, but remained destitute of a change 
of heart until the year 1840, when the Rev. Samuel 
M'Dowell was stationed on the Ballinasloe mission. Hear
ing from that able and devoted minister the words of 
eternal life, he believed with his heart unto righteousness, 
found peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
joined the Wesleyan section of the Christian Church. He 
soon afterwards became a local preacher, and by his zeal 
and energy was made a blessing to many. In the year 
1847 he was admitted as a probationer into the Wesleyan 
ministry; and during his comparatively brief course his 
labours were owned of God in the conversion of sinners. 
He was a cheerful, upright, and conscientious Christian, 
and an affectionate and faithful colleague. On the General 
Irish Mission, to which he was appointed in 1858, he 
laboured with self-exhausting energy, and his ministra
tions were very impressive, and attended with great power 
and blessing. During his last illness, which was of a dis
tressing and painful nature, he evinced the utmost resig
nation to the Divine will. He delighted to hear and 
speak of the triumphs of the Redeemer's kingdom, and of 
everything pertaining to experimental and practical reli-

E 
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gion. Having committed his wife and children, whom he 
tenderly loved, to the care of his heavenly Father, he 
exclaimed, ' I am happy in my Saviour's love. Glory! 
glory!' He thus finished his brief but useful course in 
Lurgan, on .April 14th, 1859, in the thirty-sixth year of his 
age, and the twelfth of his ministry. 

JEAN LOUIS ROST .AN, 

DESIGNATED by his biographer, 'The .Alpine mis-
sionary,' was born at, a hamlet called St. Marcellin, in 

the commune of Vars, on January 8t,h, 1807. .At an early 
age be was remarkable for his thirst for knowledge, and 
discovered an inclination to that which is good ; but the 
land of bis birth being at that time shrouded in spi
ritual darkness, there was little to encc.urage the young 
mountaineer in his religious aspirations. At length, in 
1824, the pious and devoted Felix Neff paid his first 
visit to Vars, and under his faithful and heart-searching 
ministry, young Rostan was deeply convinced of sin and 
was ultimately brought unto a happy state Qf salvation. 
Soon afterwards Neff established a school in that neigh
bourhood which Rostan attended, and ere long developed 
qualities which, in the opinion of his teacher, marked him 
out for the Christian ministry. In due time he began to 
preach and soon proved himself to be a valuable assistant 
of the far-famed' apostle of the Alps.' .As the health of 
Neff began to decline through his incessant toil, the ser
vices of Rostan became the more valuable and important; 
and it was seen at once that the young con,.vert was 
destined by the providence of God to be the successor of 
his spiritual father in carrying on the work which he had 
so successfully prosecuted for many years. Writing in 
his journal some time before his death, which occurred on 
.April 12th, 182!:J, Neff says: 'I besought our brother 
Rostan to carry on the work as far as possible, and to take 
sevei-al journeys among the different valleys during the 
course of the summer,'-a request with which the young 
evangelist complied with alacrity and delight. 

Mr. Rostan had laboured for several years in the Alpine 
valleys in the double capacity of preacher and colporteur, 
con rnying his supply of Scriptures from place to place-, 
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somfltimes on his shoulder and sometimes on the back 
of a mule, when in 1832 he providentially met with the 
Rev. Henri de Jersey. This acquaintance resulted in the 
introduction of Mr. Rostan into the Wesleyan ministry in 
1834; and henceforth he became an energetic and useful 
member of the French Conference. For twenty.four 
years he occupied various Circuits in France and the 
Channel Islands, where he was 'in labours more abundant,' 
and very success fa l in winning souls for Christ. The simple
minded people inhabiting the valleys of the Alps had 
a warm place in hi_s heart; and in his memoirs we find a 
touching record of his seven distinct missions to them, in 
the course of which he endured much both from exposure 
to the cold of winter, and the fierce opposition of a 
bigoted Romish priesthood. 

In the prosecution of bis beloved work in the city 
of Paris and in other French Circuits, as well as in 
the Channel Islands and his favourite Alpine missions, 
Mr. Rostan displayed many fine qualities, and everywhere 
won the affection and esteem of his brethren in the 
ministry and of the people among whom he laboured. 
The following extract from the official record of the cha
racter and career of this devoted servant of God will show 
the estimation in which he was held: 'From the com
mencement of his ministry be was the means of many 
conversions, and though he had not everywhere the same 
success, he was frequently instrumental in bringing about 
gracious revivals, down to the time of his last appoint
ment, He had also special qualifications for pastoral 
work ; he was the support and guide of timid and down
cast souls, whom he generally succeeded in quickening 
into spiritual life and leading into the way of faith. His 
discourses were clear, familiar, often striking, and full of 
simple comparisons which gave them originality, fresh
ness, and life. The study of the Bible was his delight; 
he gave himself to it with ardour, perseverance, and 
success. His numerous pastoral visits, the active part 
he took in prayer-meetings, the influence he exerted on 
Christians in urging them to perfect holiness in the fear 
of God,-these were some of the chief resources of a 
ministry abounding in blessed results.' 

In the year 1859 the health of Mr. Rostan seriously 
E 2 
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failed whilst he was stationed in the island of Jersey, and 
with a view to its recovery the Conference gave him 
an appointment to Lisieu, in France. This arrangement, 
however, resulted in disappointment; and the faithful 
servant of God became weaker and weaker till the end 
came. Having commended his soul to his Redeemer, and 
wife and family to the care of his friend Mr. Hocart, who 
attended him in his last moments with true brotherly 
affection, he peacefully passed away to his eternal rest on 
July 25th, 1859, in the fifty-third year of his age, and 
the twenty-sixth of his ministry. 

JOHN POLGLASE 

WAS born at St. Breage, near Helston, and brought to 
a saving knowledge of God in the t,wentieth year of 

his age. Having been received as a candidate for the 
Wesleyan ministry, he was admitted as a student to the 
Theological Institution, to prepare him more fully for the 
great work to which he had devoted himself. After three 
years of earnest and profitable study he received an 
appointment as a missionary to Fiji, toward which his heart 
had been strangely drawn by the accounts which he had 
read of the savage natives, and of the progress of the 
Gospel among them. He embarked for his distant sphere 
of labour on board the John Wesley, in company with the 
Rev. Walter Lawry and others, in the month of October, 
1851. The young missionary was highly favoured in 
having for his fellow-voyager such a veteran in the work 
as Mr. Lawry, and was glad of the opportunity thus 
offered of obtaining valuable information in reference to 
the South Sea Islands, as well as useful advice as to the 
best method of prosecuting the great and glorious work 
which was before him. 

On reaching his destination in the early part of the 
following year, Mr. Polglase entered upon his work in the 
true missionary spirit, and at Lakemba, N andy, Rewa, 
and other stations he laboured with acceptance and success 
for several years, exerting himself to the utmost to win 
souls for Christ, and to raise the people from that state of 
heathen degradation in which they were so deeply 
involved. Nor did he labour in vain: the results of his 
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persevering efforts combined with those of his devoted 
missionary associates were seen in the erection of nnmerous 
Christian sanctuaries, the organisation of native Churches, 
the extension of edncation, and in the general social and 
moral improvement of the people among whom his lot was 
cast. Some idea may be formed of the transformation 
effected in Fiji through the introduction of Christianity 
by the following brief extract from a letter written by Mr. 
Polglase from Lakemba, under date of September 10th, 
1858, 'There will be about £80 forwarded to the Bible 
Society from the District meeting on account of the New 
Testaments sold in the Lakemba Circuit; the proceeds of 
the missionary meetings in Lakemba alone will be about 
three tons of oil. There are retnrned from this Circuit 
this year above 3,400 full Church members, and 1,000 on 
trial. Were all these saved by grace what a glorious 
number for Fiji! We much need an out-pouring of the 
Holy Spirit upon our different Societies to make every 
individual member alive to God.' 

Mr. Polglase had prosecuted his useful evangelical 
labours in Fiji for about nine years when he was overtaken 
by an attack of sickness which proved fatal, and his course 
of hallowed toil was brought to an unexpected close. He 
died in peace at Rewa, on March 9th, 1860. 

WILLIAM CORNWALL 

W AS brought to a saving knowledge of the truth in 
early life under the powerful ministry of the Rev. 

Gideon Ouseley. From the time of his conversion to that 
of his call to the ministry, in 1814, his piety was uniform 
and consistent, and his labours were much owned of God 
in the part of the country where he lived. He was a good 
Irish scholar, and on his admission to the ranks of the 
Wesleyan ministry, he was appointed as a missionary to 
the Irish, chiefly in his native province of Connaught. 
In that arduous and important sphere of labour 
he endured numerous privations and hardships, and was 
often in perils by his own countrymen. His exhausting 
labours induced premature debility and decline. In 1848 
he became a supernumerary; yet, in his comparative 
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retirement, he occupied himself as far as his strength 
permitted in labouring for the benefit of others, and in 
recommending to all the religion he had so long enjoyed. 
At length his strength entirely failed, and 'in age and 
feebleness extreme ' he fell asleep in Jesus on May 11 th, 
1860. He is described by his brethren in the ministry as 
'a man of unassuming manners, independent integrity, 
and good sense.' It is also stated of him that ' he had 
considerable acquaintance with Christian theology, and 
was undeviating in his attachment to the doctrines and 
discipline of Wesleyan Methodism.' 

RICH.A.RD KNIGHT, D.D. 

WHETHER we regard the length and earnest char-
acter of his services in the foreign field, the success 

which crowned his evangelical labours, or the honourable 
position which he occupied among his brethren in the 
ministry, the Rev. R. Knight presents himself to our view 
as a. princely missionary. He was appointed to a station 
in Newfoundland in the year 1816, and on ,·eaching his 
distant and arduous field of labour he entered upon his 
work with a zeal and an earnestness which gave promise 
of a prosperous career. Nor were the hopes of hi1:1 friends 
disappointed. He braved the dangers and difficulties of 
the rigorous climate of British North America with true 
Christian courage, and prosecuted his beloved work on 
various stations in Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick, and Prince Edward's Jsland with credit to 
himself and advantage to the cause in which he was 
engaged for the long period of forty.three years. During 
a considerable portion of this time he filled the honourable 
and responsible position of chairman of a District and 
general superintendent of missions. 

In the summer of 1825 Mr. Knight was deputed by 
his brethren ancl the missionary committee to visit the 
bleak and dangerous coast of Labrador, with a view to 
minister to the scattered settlers and small tribes of Indians 
as he might have opportunity, and to ascerta_in _whethe: it 
was practicable to establish a permanent m1ss1on stat10n 
there. He performed this service in a manner worthy of 
the highest commendation, and the journal of his travels 
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and labours as given in the records of the Society in the 
following year is full of interest. Meeting with 8ome 
converted Esquim,i,ux from a distant station of the 
Moravians, be says: 'Having been informed that some of 
this group of Indians were good singers, I reque~ted that 
they would sing a hymn. They replied that they could 
not sing in my tongue. I told them that I did not expect 
that. The few who could read then took their books, 
handed one to me, and made a sign for me to come and sit 
dowri among them. This I did, and they then burst forth 
with one sweet accord in praising God. This constituted 
an event in my life which I shall never forget. I have 
heard singing scientifically performed, but this exceeded 
all. Such melody I never before heard; from the most 
aged to the child of four or five years old, all moved in the 
sweetest unison. They sang ten verses, and I am 
compelled to say that I thought it the best singing I had ever 
heard,-of this I am sure-it was to me the most affecting.' 

In 1830, while labouring on a station called Black 
Head, Mr. Knight was favoµred to witness a gracious 
revival of religion, in the course of which 130 young 
persons and others were added to the Church; and in 
several other Circuits he was instrumental in the conver
sion of sinners and the building up of the people of God 
in the faith and hope of the Gospel. Thus the devoted 
servant of God continued to labour 'in season and out of 
season• till the Master called him to his eternal rest. He 
died in peace at Sackville, New Brunswick, on May 23rd, 
1860, in the seventy-second year of his age and the forty
fourth of his ministry. 

WILLIAM CROSCOMBE 

ENTERED the ranks of the Wesleyan ministry in 1810, 
and the following year he received an appointment to 

British North America. The manner in which he entered 
upon his work and the spirit in which he discharged his 
duties will appeat· from a brief extract from one of his 
early letters, dated Horton, September 28th, 1812. 
'Religion in this part of Nova Scotia is at a low ebb, nor 
did I ever witness such a total disregard of the Word of 
God before : hence I was induced to cry mightily to God 
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to awaken the people to a sense of thei1· danger. And, 
?lessed be His holy name, not only according to my faith is 
1t done, but much more so. We have already a shaking 
among the dry bones; the chapels are well filled, the 
people bear with great attention, and some have been 
pricked to the Iieart. Last Sabbath was a gracious one 
indeed : after preaching at Horton, I met about thirty 
persons in Society, most of whom were in tears; and ail 
~eemed determined to live to God. Surely this is 
encouraging, at the commencement of the work. I trust 
it is the drops that portend a copious shower: God grant 
that it may be so ! ' 

In this spirit Mr. Croscombe bad laboured in Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick for about eight years, when 
failure of health obliged him to return to England for a 
time. After two years spent in Nottingham, in 1821 be 
was appointed to Gibraltar, where be spent three years. 
Of the work there he says, writing on September 4th, soon 
after bis arrival, 'We have cause to be thankful for the 
last quarter on every account. Our congregations have 
been good, and the means of grace, both public and private, 
have been times of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord. Sixteen have been added to the Society in the last 
quarter, and I believe most of the members are walking as 
becometb the Gospel.' 

In 1824 Mr. Croscombe resumed bis missionary labours 
in British North America, and for twenty-seven years 
continued his evangelical efforts for the benefit of the 
scattered settlers and colonists in Newfoundland, Canada, 
Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick, with a measure of zeal 
and dili""ence worthy of the highest commendation. 
During ~ considerable part of this time he filled the 
important and responsible office of chairman of a District, 
as well as that of the superintendent of a Circuit, and in 
both capacities be displayed much wisdom, jud&'ment, and 
ability, and won the confidence and esteem of his brethren 
in the ministry and of the people among· whom he 
laboured . 

.A.t length the health of the devoted servant of God 
entirely failed, and feeling himself incompetent for the 
full work of the ministry, in 1851 he retired as a super
numerary and settled at Halifax, Nova Scotia, where he 
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continued to render such service to the cause of God as 
his diminished strength would permit. He afterwards 
removed to Windsor, where he finished his course with joy 
on August 26th, 1860, after toiling for more than half a 
century in the service of the Redeemer whom he loved so 
well. 

JOHN FEELY 

W AS descended"from an ancient family of the Romish 
Church in the county of Sligo, and in his earlier days 

he was an intensely zealous adherent to that Church, in the 
doctrines and ceremonies of which he Lad been carefully 
educated. Having obtained a situation in a family where 
the Methodist minister resided, in Queen's County, he 
there met with the veteran Irish missionary, Charles 
Graham, to whose words he at first stealthily listened, and 
who was mainly instrumental in his conversion from error 
to truth and from sin to God. The result was hastened by 
the solemn earnestness with which the missionary at one 
interview cried, 'Come out of her, my people, that ye be 
not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her 
plagues.' The affecting conflict through which Mr. Feely 
passed was not occasioned merely by the discovery, 
gradually made, t.hat Romanism is a system of self-destroy
ing error; but by the conviction, Divinely wrought, of his 
guilt anu danger as a sinner, and of his personal need 
of pardoning mercy. After a long and anxious struggle, 
his troubled spirit found peace through faith iu the blood 
of the Cross. Thenceforth his religious experience was 
clear, and his doctrinal views were truly evangelical. 

In the year 1821 Mr. Feely was received on trial in to 
the Wesleyan ministry, and appointed to the Irish mission 
with the Rev. Gideon Ouseley. On this mission, in various 
parts of the country, he continued to labour with com
mendable zeal and diligence fo1· many years, until the time 
came when, in consequence of failure of health and 
increasing infirmities, he was obliged to retire from the 
itinerancy. Few men were better fitted for the work in 
which he was so long and so successfully engaged. He 
was a thorough Irish scholar; not only fluent, but critical 
and eloquent in the language. The effect of his discourses 
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in his ~ative tongue were always convincing, often over
whelmmg. He was a man of a cultivated and well. 
disciplined mind, of correct and discriminating judgment. 
H~ was distinguished by modesty and meekness, blended 
w1~h firmness, and by a deeply devotional spi1·it. On his 
retirement be took charge of a class, and otherwise 
laboured with bis usual fidelity and acceptance. For three 
or four years before his death be had a distinct presenti
ment that he should die suddenly, and his entire spirit and 
deportment gave evidence that he lived habitually unde1· 
the influence of that feeling. His last text was 2 Cor. 
v. i.-' Por we know that if our earthly house of this 
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.' Up to 
the following Saturday he was cheerfully employed as usual 
in his Master's work. That night he was summoned to his 
heavenly rest. He died on September 23rd, 1860, in the 
si~tr-sixth year of his age, and the thirty-ninth of bis 
mm1stry. 

THOMAS GAETZ 

W AS one of several young ministers who were raised 
up in British North America as the fruit of 

missionary labour, and called of God to preach to their 
fellow colonists the glorious Gospel of our blessed Christ. 
He was received into the ranks of the Wesleyan ministry 
in 1851, and for nine years he laboured with commend
able zeal and diligence to win souls for Christ, and to build 
up believers in their most holy faith. The earlier years of 
his ministry were spent in Nova Scotia, Prince Edward's 
Island, and Cape Breton, where he occupied the Par
risbnrgh, Gnysborough, Cbal'lotte Town, and Sydney 
stations in succession. In 1857 he removed to Newfound
land, and be entered upon bis new sphere of labour in the 
true missionary spirit; but before be had laboured two 
years there, the Ma.ster said, 'It is enough, come up 
hither.' He entered into rest at Old Perlican, on October 
24th, 1860. 

,-~'}"" ~t.,_;i{i 
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1861-1865. 

JOHN P. HETHERINGTON 

9 
ORN in Queen's County, Ireland, was at the early 
age of fifteen turned from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God. The 
happy state of his new-born soul, and the spiritual 

des.tit.ution of the people around him, conspired with the 
good providence of God in thrusting him forth into the 
vineyard, even in the days of his youth. In 18:28, having 
laboured one year at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, he was 
appointed to British North America. In Canada, Nova 
Scotia, and Prince Edward's Island, he laboured zealously 
and successfully for eighteen years, and then the failure of 
his health obliged him to return to Europe, and he 
entered the home work. He became a supernumerary in 
1857, and was a daily sufferer till a sho1·t time before his 
death. In accordance with his oft-repeated wish, a trial 
was made of his native air, by means of which he was 
so far restored, that hopes were entert.ained of his complete 
recovery. In this state of apparent convalescence, he 
retired to his room one evening at the usual hour, and 
next morning was found dead on his knees, his head leaning 
on a chair, and his hands clasped as in prayer. He was a 
man of great decision of character, tenderuess of feeling, 
and kindness of heart. Few men had more friend:; than 
he; and as far as is known, he never lost one. His style 
in preaching was clear, concise, and forcible, his sermons 
being living enforcements of Divine truth. He departed 
this life on January 16th, 1861, in the sixty-first yeat· ol: 
his age, and the thil'ty-fourth of his ministry. 
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THOMAS TURNER 

WAS born at Coventry, in the year 1799. In con-
sequence of the death of both his parents, he early 

became a resident in the family of an uncle, by whom he 
was trained in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
At the age of sixteen be was deeply convinced of sin; and, 
through the instrumentality of a local preacher in the New
castle-under-Lyme Circuit, was led to the cross of Christ. 
Henceforth he had the impression that he would some day 
be employed in calling sinners to repentance; and after 
repeated solicitations on the part of both ministers and 
people he began to preach. After a few years spent in 
the home work, he was sent out to Canada. There he 
laboured for sixteen years. He then returned to England, 
where he zealously pursued his high vocation to the 
edification of many. In the autumn of 1860 his health 
failed, and from that time bis strength gradua.lly declined. 
His spirit and manners adorned all the relations he 
sustained in the Church and in the world. He was a good 
preacher, and a faithful expositor of God's Word. His 
end corresponded with his course through life. Some of 
his last words were, 'I am going home ! Victory, through 
the blood of the Lamb! There is no darkness at all.' 
He exchanged mortality for life on February 12th, 1861, 
in the sixty-first year of his age, and the thirty-ninth of 
his ministry. 

THOMAS CATTERICK 

E NTERED the ranks of the Wesleyan ministry in 1816, 
and was at once appointed as a missionary to Canada. 

There he spent seven years in earnest self.denying labo~r. 
Nor did he labour in vain, as is evident from his com
munications to the committee in London. Writing from 
Fort Wellington under date of February 28th, 1820., he 
says:-' As I am now about to leave this Circuit, a few 
observations on its present state will no doubt be accept
able. Of late we have been doing well; our prospects of 
usefulness increase; prejudice seems to be dying; and I 
trust the Word of God will soon run and be glorified. On 
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Christmas Dny we held a public meeting in the chapel at 
Matilda, for the purpose of forming a missionary society, 
to co-operate with that already established in Montreal. 
The meeting was large and respectable, and some excellent 
addresses were delivered. A committee and collecoors 
were appointed, and at the close of the meeting about £2-5 
were subscribed.' 

On his return to England, in 1823, Mr. Catterick 
entered the home work and laboured zealously and suc
cessfully in several important Circuits in succession, till the 
year 1851, when be was compelled by increasing infamities 
to retire from active service and become a supernumerary. 
He nevertheless still employed the strength he had in 
va1·ious ways for the advancement of Christ's cause and 
kingdom. He was a man of truly devotional habits and 
strong faith; meek in disposition, yet unshrinking in the 
performance of duty; in short, he lived and acted as 
'seeing Him who is invisible.' His preaching was plain, 
earnest, and instructive. He was a good minister of Jesus 
Christ. For the last two years of his life his weakness 
bad so increased that he was confined chiefly to his 
house, and not unfrequently to his bed. He was 
graciously supported in all his sufferings, so that patience 
had her perfect work. He died in great peace on April 
21st, 1861, in the seventy.fifth year of his age, and the 
forty-fifth of his ministry. 

SAMUEL COCKING. 

QFTEN have we been called npon to bow with humble 
submission to the mysterious dispensations of Divine 

Providence, in the early removal of promising young 
missionaries from inviting fields of labour. It was 
especially so in the case of the Rev. S. Cocking, who, 
accompanied by his devoted wife and others, embarked for 
Madras on board the Earl of BLirdwicl,; on March 2nd, 
1860. He safely reached bis destination in due course, 
and entered upon his labours in the true missionary spirit. 
He had not been many months in India, however, when he 
was attacked with a fatal illness and his course was 
unexpectedly ended. He died in peace at Bangalore on 
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April 30th, 1861, and his widow returned to her native 
land. Mr. Cocking is described by those who knew him 
pers011ally as 'a pious, humble, and diligent young man, 
who, had be been spared, would, no doubt have accom
plished much in the service of Christ t\mong the heathen.' 
But his Master was pleased to call him, thus early to rest 
from his labours. ' 

EDWARD ADDISON 

WAS born at Thirsk, in the year 1820. He was 
awakened and converted to God in the parish 

church of bis native place. From conviction he identified 
himself with the Wesleyan Methodists, and began to 
preach. At the Conference of 1845 he was accepted as a 
candidate for the ministry; and having offered himself for 
the foreign work he was appointed as a missionary to the 
Gold Coast District in Western Africa. He laboured 
there with great zeal and success for four years, being 
made very useful both in preaching the Gospel and in 
conducting the Native Theological Institution at British 
.A.krah. He was a diligent student, and his ministry was 
both attractive and effective. As a pastor he was most 
exemplary. His pure character and ardent zeal com· 
manded warm regard among those who knew him. After 
bis return to England, in 1849, he entered the home work 
and occupied several important Circuits in succession 
until his health began gradually to decline. At length 
pulmonary consumption was developed, as the result, it was 
believed, of his exposure to the trying climate of Western 
Africa. After several years of weakness and suffering he 
felt that his work was done, and that he must die. But 
he entered the vale of death without fear. He frequently 
repeated the hymn beginning, 'I'll prai~e my Maker while 
I've breath,' and he was wont to say, 'The Lord <lea.ls very 
gently with me; I have little pain or depression, and no 
temptation. My confidence in Christ as my all is strong.' 
His last words were, ' Precious Jesus, all is well.' He fell 
asleep at Barnstaple, on May 8th, 1861, in tho forty.first 
year of his age, and the sixteenth of his ministry. 
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JOHN STEPHENSON 

W AS born at Darlington in the year 1799. His early 
days were characterised by the levity and indifference 

to Divine things so frequent in youth. When about 
sixteen years of age, however, he became thoroughly 
awakened to a sense of his danger, and began to seek the 
Lord with all his heart. At the covenant service of 1817, 
he received the forgiveness of sins; and this event wa'I 
ere long followed by a strong conviction that he was called 
to preach the Gospel. At the Conference of 182~ he 
entered the Wesleyan ministry, and he soon afterwards 
embarked for the Wes't Indies. There he spent six years 
of active useful labour, chiefly in the islands of Trinidad 
and Barbadoes, where I followed him l!everal years after
wards, and heard honourable mention made of his character 
and services. He was noted for his attention to the 
young, and I have heard the people tell how he would take 
biscuits and sweetmeats in his pocket for the negro 
children, when he went to visit the estates, to attract them 
around him before he commenced his catechetical 
instructions. 

Soon after his return to England, in 1828, Mr. Stephenson 
was appointed to the Zetland Isles, a scene of labour 
totally different from that which he had previously 
occupied, both as to climate and everything else. But 
possessing the happy art of readily adapting himself to 
varying circumstances, he spent three years there happily 
and usefully, and ever afterwards felt a deep interest in 
the welfare of the people. The remaining period of his 
ministry was spent in connection with the home work, and 
he occupied several important Circuits in England, being 
appointed successively to Bradford, Howden, Beverley, 
Newcastle, Grimsby, Derby, Bedford, and Louth. In all 
these spheres of labour he was much respected, and it is 
believed that his ministry was made a blessing to· many. 
His preaching is described as' plain, argumentative, and 
earnest,' and it is said of him, by those who knew him 
well, that, 'He had a vigo_rous understanding, and his 
character was marked by force and manliness. ·what he 
thought was right he did, with kindness of heart, if not 
always with perfect tact in dealing with prejudiced minds.' 
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For seven years Mr. Stephenson held the office of 
secretary of the Contingent Fund, and exerted himself 
much to promote its interest. In 1861 he attended the 
Conference at Newcastle, immediately afte1· which he went 
to Sleaford, on a visit to one of bis daughtei;s. While there 
l1e was seized with paralysis. To a member of his family 
he observed, • He is faithful to all His promises;' and in 
answer to an inquiry he bore witness that his mind was 
peaceful. Afterwards by a sign, he gave assurance that 
Christ was precious to him, and he passed into hi"'her life 
on August 27th, 1861, in the sixty.third year of 

0
his age, 

and the fortieth of his ministry. 

JOHN LE LIEVRE 

W AS born on March 1 st, 1793, in an obscure village in 
Lower Normandy. His parents were Roman 

Catholics. The manner in which he was rescued from 
the errors of Papery, and indeed the whole of his life, 
exhibited in a striking manner the providence and grace of 
God. The year of his birth was that in which the very 
forms of Christianity were officially repudiated in France; 
and in which, by the Revolution, the country was made a 
field of blood. At a very early age young Le Lievre was 
impressed with the sinfulness of his nature, and agitated 
by fear of the Divine wrath. These impressions remained 
with him in early manhood, and were made more intense 
by the exciting scenes of a military career, during which 
his life was sal'ed more than once, as by miracle, on the 
battle field. He returned to his native village, with 
serious thoughts of eternity, and was there invited to 
a Methodist service. The preacher was the Rev. Amiee 
Ollivier, then on a visit from the Channel Islands. Under 
that sermon Mr. Le Lievre received new light on the way 
of salvation by faith; and soon after, while wrestling with 
God in prayer, he obtained power to trnst in Christ alone, 
so that from that time he enjoyed peace with God. He 
shortly afterwards removed to the Channel Islands, where 
he became a local preacher, and eventually returned to 
France as an accredited missionary. 

From the time that Mr. Le Lievre entered the ranks 
of the Wesleyan ministry he was incessant in his efforts to 
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enlighten and convert his deluded fellow-countrymen, and 
he laboured faithfully as a missionary for more than thirty 
years. His preaching was characterised by earnestness 
and fidelity, and his labours were greatly owned by God 
in the salvation of sinners. He dwelt on the leading 
doctrines of the Gospel, and entire holiness was his 
favourite topic. In 1858 he retnrned to Jersey, on account 
,of failing health; and towards the close of his life his 
sufferings were severe. In dying it was his happiness 'to 
bequeath '-as he expressed it--' to Methodism and to 
France, his three sons as preachers ·of the Gospel.' He 
had given them a superior education, and they were all 
ultimately engaged in the French work. Some of the last 
words of the expiring servant of God were, 'I am on the 
Rock.' Then he slept in Jesus, on September 16th, 1861, 
in the sixty-ninth year of his age, and the thirty-first of 
his ministry. 

HERBERT CARTER, 

A NATIVE of the West Indies, was there converted to 
God in early life under the ministry of the Rev. 

Isaac Whitehouse. Re became a Wesleyan Methodist, at 
great sacrifice; but he did not fail to reap in time the 
hundred.fold reward promised to those who leave all for 
the Gospel's sake; and he was afterwards held in more 
abundant honour. Being pious, studious, and active, he 
was soon seen to be fit for public service in the Church, 
and was accordingly, in due time called to the ministry, 
which he entered in 1843, being one of the first natives 
of Jamaica who were ordained to the sacred office in 
connection with the Wesleyan body. Integrity, diligence, 
order, and punctuality were his chief characteristics. He 
therefore grew in the estimation of his brethren, as an 
affectionate colleague, and an able and trustworthy super
intendent. For fifteen years he laboured with zeal and 
diligence in various Circuits in his native isle, and it 1s 
believed that he was instrumental in the conversion of 
many of his fellow-countrymen. 'In his domestic circle 
he was correct and affectionate, and among his flocks 
respected and beloved.' His course of useful labour was 
comparatively soon run, however, aud he was called to his 

F 
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eternal rest somewhat unexpectedly. He died in peace, on 
September 29th, 1861, at the early age of forty-two. 

SAMUEL BROWN 

WAS born in Cheshire in the year 1787, and converted 
to God in 1807. About two years afterwards he 

became a local preacher, and having laboured usefully in 
that capacity until 1816 he was called to the full work of 
the ministry, and was forthwith appointed to Sierra 
Leone, Western Africa. He landed at Free Town, with 
his devoted wife, on December 26th; but in less than 
eight months Mrs. Brown was cut down by fever, and the 
bereaved missionary was left to pursue his work as best he 
could. He did not labour in vain, however, as will be seen 
from the following sentences taken from a letter to the 
missionary committee, which he wrote early in the 
following year: 'I have sown in tears, bu·h we now reap 
in joy. Thank God! this is an ample recompense for every 
sigh, every tear, every shaking ague, every burning fever, 
every bereavement, and every restless and sleepless night I 
have had to endure since I came to Africa. I feel willing 
to spend and be spent for the welfare of the Church, and 
the honour of my adorable Redeemer.' The devoted 
missionary continued at his post £qr three years, and then 
a successor was appointed. 

Mr. Brown afterwards laboured in the West Indies 
usefnlly and successfully for four years; and on his return 
to England he occupied seventeen Circuits in succession. 
Although his ministry was not characterised by remarkable 
popularity, it was marked by plodding industry aud 
perseverance, and by earnest appeals on behalf of the 
heathen. He continued his humble labours with little 
interruption from sickness till the year 1851, when failing 
health and increasing infirmities compelled him to retire 
from the foll work. But even then his active mind would 
not allow him to indulge in complete repose. He laboured 
in various ways for the advancement of the Redeemer's 
kingdom as his strength would permit. Such was his love 
for the mission cause that, when past the age of three 
score years and ten, he felt it upon his heart to revisit the 
scenes of his early toils and sufferings; and in 1857, he 
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actually went out to Sierra Leone of his own accord as a 
supernumerary minister. There he spent three years in 
assisting the missionaries to the utmost of his power. He 
came back to his native land to end his days, and died in 
peace, in Liverpool, on October 5th, 1861, in the seventy
fonrth year of his age, and the forty-sixth of his ministry, 
a noble instance of troe devotedness to the great missiona1·y 
enterprise. 

JOHN SHAW, 

A YOUNG minister of great promise, whose course 
was soon run, was a native of Glossop, in Derby

shire, and was descended from godly ancestors. Although 
religiously trained, as he grew up he was led by his asso
ciates in business to adopt sceptical sentiments to the 
grief and disappointment of his friends. Those sentiments 
were all happily displaced by his conversion to God, when 
he received the spirit of power and of a sound mind. In 
1857 he was accepted as a missionary by the Conference, 
and sent to the West Indies. The spheres of his labour, 
during the brief period granted him for toil in the foreign 
field, were in St. Kitt's and Antigua, and in both these 
islands he .was instrumental in winning souls for Christ. 
He possessed a calm, genial, and loving spirit ; and a mind 
endued with many excellent qualities. His careful studies 
tended to make him accurate and orderly in his preaching, 
which, though argumentative and acceptable to the intelli
gent, was not the less earnest and profitable to hearers of 
another class. His emotions in the pulpit were at certain 
times so strong as to prevent, for some seconds, his 
proceeding with his subject. His religion supported him 
not only amid the toils and sufferings of life, but in 
the agonies of death. For him to live was Christ, and to 
die was gain. He finished his course in peace at Parham, 
Antigua, on November 15th, 1861, in the fifth year of his 
ministry. 

JOSEPH TINDALL 

WAS born at Misterton, Nottingham. He was con
verted to God when about seventeen years of age, 

and soon afterwards became a laborious and useful local 
F 2 
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preacher. He accompanied the late Rev. T. L. Hodgson 
on his return to South Africa in 1835 ; and after being em
ployed for four years as a catechist in Great Namaqualand, 
he was received as a probationer for the ministry, and aftor
wards laboured for twelve years in that country and in 
Damaraland as a missionary. His health having failed 
under the wasting toils and trying climate of those distant 
regions, he was obliged to seek relief within the Cape 
colony, where he continued to labour to the full extent of 
bis strength until the close of life. He was a faithful and 
painstaking missionary, enduring hardness as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ. He encountered privation, dis
ease, and danger without murmuring; and was indefati
gable in bis endeavours to win souls to Christ. He was a 
kind and judicious friend, gaining the confidence of all 
who knew him. The maturity of Chri;;;tian grace obser
vable during the last year of his· life led his friends to 
hope that the Head of the Church designed him for 
still further usefulness; but He, whose thoughts are not 
as our thoughts, called him suddenly to his reward. He 
died at Robertson, at the house of his son, on November 
25th, 1861, in the fifty.fourth year of his age, and the 
eighteenth of his ministry. 

PETER VAN DER HORST 

W AS a promising young native minister who was 
called to his reward at a time when his friends were 

anticipating for him a long and useful career. His history 
is short and affecting. He was a native of St. Domingo, 
where he was converted to God in his youth, through the 
instrumentality of the Rev. William Fowler. Having 
passed through a careful course of study, he entered the 
ministry in 1853, and laboured as an assistant missionary 
for about nine years. He possessed many truly amiable 
traits of character. He was peculiarly inclined to look 
with charity and gentleness on men's failings, but was 
stern and unhesitating in reproof of their sins. In anti
cipation of his approaching end, he sought to prepare 
himself to depart and be with Christ; and, although his 
prospects were not always unclouded, he remembered 
God's faithfulness, and was comforted. A few moments 
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before he died, he said he could commit all into the 
hands of a faithful Redeemer, and that all was right 
for heaven. He passed away peacefully to his eternal rest 
at Samana, St. Domingo, on January 10th, 1862, sur
rounded by the people of bis charge among whom he had 
laboured for eight years. The death of this devoted mis
sionary was rendered more remarkable and affecting by 
the circumstance that, eight days afterwards, he was fol
lowed to the better country by his devoted wife, who had 
been long affiicted, and who thus early sank nuder her 
painful bereavement. 

PETER DUN CAN, 

AN earnest and warm-hearted Scotchman, was born in 
Dundee, in the year 1798. Favoured with a careful 

religious training he was early impressed with thoughts of 
God and heaven, and whilst quite a youth he was brought 
to a saving knowledge of the truth through the instru
mentality of the Wesleyan ministry. The call of God 
and the voice of the Church combined to direct Lim 
to the work of the ministry; and his attention having 
peen forcibly drawn to heathen lands, he offered himself 
as a missionary. In 1819 he proceeded in that ca,pacity to 
the West Indies. From that period his life became, in no 
ordinary degree, a public one. The near approach of the 
abolition of negro slavery aroused the worst passions 
of the advocates of that system, and Mr. Duncan had to 
endure a large share of the persecutions with which the 
missionaries were assailed. He spent twelve years in 
Jamaica, and pursued his ministerial labours with un
daunted courage, using all the influence he could command 
to ameliorate the condition of the slaves, and to mitigate 
or put to shame the brutality of their oppressors. In 
common with his brethren he laboured under peculiar 
difficulties; but there is reason to believe that he was the 
means of much spiritual good to the oppressed people of 
his charge, who esteemed him very highly in love for 
his work's sake. 

Exhausted and worn down by excessive labours and 
anxiety, Mr. Duncan returned to England in May, 183:2 ; 
and he was enabled to render valuable service in the cause 
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of negro emancipation, both by evidence given before tho 
parliamentary committee appointed to inquire into the 
sn bject, and by powerful speeches delivered in public 
meetings which were held in London and other places at 
that particular juncture. When his health was somewhat 
improved he entered the home work; and for nearly thirty 
years he laboured with characteristic energy and dis
tinguished efficiency. During this period he occupied 
positions of great importance and responsibility, and inva
riably discharged his duties with remarkable courage, 
prudence, and fidelity. Incessant labours and sufferings in 
the cause of Christ undermined his vigorous constitution, 
and at length he sank under the influence of painful and 
protracted disease. He maintained bis natural cheerful
ness, however, and his faith and hope in Christ continued 
firm and consoling to the end. His fast words were, 
'I am going home rejoicing.' He died at Devonport, on 
January 22nd, 1862, in the sixty-fifth year of bis age, and 
the forty-third of his ministry. 

Mr. Duncan was generous, honourable, and noble in a 
high degree ; implicitly trusted by bis brethren, and 
eminently worthy of their trust. He maintained with 
entire simplicity of character a manly, intelligent, and 
incorruptible independence. He was a painstaking and 
accurate expositor of Holv Scripture, of which he con
tinned a diligent student to the close of life. He was a 
powerfnl preacher, an excellent pastor, and a careful 
instructor of the young. His memory is blessed, .and 
embalmed in the gratitude of many who were saved and 
profited through his ministry. 

HORA.TIO PEARSE. 

T HE Rev. H. Pearse was an earnest and devoted 
Cornishman, whose course of ministerial labour was 

marked by zeal and usefulness at every stage, till it termi
nated in a most affecting manner. Having been brought 
to a saving knowledge of tlie truth in early life, and 
called of God to preach the Gospel, he was accepted as a 
candidate for the Wesleyan ministry in 1835. The period 
of his probation was spent in the Sherborne, Melksham, 
and Eouth Petherton Circuits. On being received into 



Horatt"o Pearse. 71 
~~~.,,...__,,.._,,,.._,,,....,..,_,,,._,,,._,,,...,,,...,,..._,,.._,,,...,_,,...~_,,....~.,..._ 

full connection he offered himself for the foreign work. 
In 1839 he was appointed to South Africa; and, with his 
devoted wife, he arrived at his distant sphere of labour in 
the early part of the following year. His first station was 
in Kaffirland, where he and his misBionary associates 
diligently sowed the seed which, by the blessing of God, 
haB since produced Bnch a goodly harve.<it. He afterwards 
spent four years in Graham's Town, where he was much 
beloved. There he ministered chiefly to the British 
settlers, and was made very useful to the people of his 
charge. 

In 1850 he was appointed chairman of the Natal 
District, and he discharged the duties of that office for 
about eleven years, being highly respected and esteemed. 
He exercised his ministry among both the native and the 
English population with ability and judgment, and the 
cause of God was materially advanced under bis superin
tendence. He was a man of a meek and quiet spirit, who, 
by his friendly intercourse with the people of his charge, 
conciliated all, and secured high esteem. As a minister, 
he was distinguished by fervent love to his brethren, 
unwearied diligence, tender sympathy, and unwavering 
fidelity. His preaching was evangelical, practical, and 
fruitful. Soon after his appointment as chairman, he 
was called to act in circumstances of peculiar trial and 
perplexity; but his prudence, circumspection, and fidelity 
were equal to the emergency, and the District under 
his charge was soon brought into harmony and good 
order. l<'or the last eighteen months of his life he was in 
a feeble state of health, and often laid aside; but, amid 
great weakness and suffering, he exemplified a patient 
faith which impressed his public teaching on the minds 
of his friends, and relieved their sorrows in affliction, 
whilst at the same time he himself was greatly com
forted. His death was occasioned by the overturning of a 
vehicle, in which he was proceeding from Maritzburg 
to Durban to embark for England for the benefit of his 
health. In the intervals of consciousness between the 
accident and his death, he expressed his confidence in his 
Saviour, and his hope of everlasting life. He died on 
February 18th, 1862 ; and left behind him a name which 
will long be kindly remembered through a large part of 
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South Africa. How mysterious that a devoted missionary, 
who had spent twenty years in useful labour in Africa, 
should thus be cut off when on the eve of returning 
to his native land with the hope of recruiting his health 
for future service ! 

ARTHUR NOBLE 

WAS a native of Fintona, in the county of Tyrone, 
Ireland. Under a sermon which the Rev. Gideon 

Ouseley preached in the street of that town in the latter 
part of the year 1799, he was deeply convinced of sin, 
and led to seek the Lord. He soon happily obtained a 
clear sense of peace with God through faith in Christ 
J esns. He afterwards began to preach to others that 
Gospel which had been made the power of God to his own 
salvation. In 1813 he was accepted by the Conference as 
an Irish missionary, and appointed to be the companion 
and assistant of the devoted Mr. Onselev, whom he 
1·egarded as his spiritual father. He contini.{ed to labour 
in the Irish mission with zeal and success till hi1:1 health 
entirely failed, and he was obliged to become a super
numerary. He possessed some excellent traits of cha
racter. He was simple, unassuming, and agreeable in his 
manners; unselfish and conciliatory in spirit ; 11,nd as 
a fellow-labourer, affectionate and beloved. His style of 
preaching was persuasive and attractive, and his street 
sermons were often powerful and convincing. In the 
latter years of his life his mental vigour was impaired by 
great bodily infirmity and physical suffering, but his soul 
was kept in constant peace. He died in Dublin, in the 
faith and hope of the Gospel, on March 27th, 1862, in the 
seventy-eighth year of his age, and the forty-ninth of his 
ministry. 

WILLIAM A. LALMON, 

ONE of the many native ministers raised np in the 
East Indies, as the fruit of missionary labour, to 

preach the Gospel to their fellow-countrymen, belonged to 
a Swiss family settled in the island of Ceylon. On the 
arrival of the Wesleyan missionaries in 1814, Mr. Lalmon, 
then a young medical pt>actitioner in the service of the 
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government, attended, in the Dutch church at Point-de
Galle, the first Methodist service held in the island. Ever 
ready to oblige, he led the responses in the Liturgy; and 
unde1· the sermon preached by the Rev. T. H. Squance he 
was brought to religions decision. He soon afterwards 
obtained a sense of pardoning mercy; and, having won 
the confidence of the missionaries, he was the first person 
recommended from Ceylon for the Wesleyan ministry, 

· and was received on trial by the Conference of 1816. 
During the course of a lo:rag and laborious life, in many 
stations of the Singhalese District, Mr. Lalmon occupied 
a high position in the regard both of his brethren and of 
the people of his charge. He was esteemed, not for com
manding talents, but for his gentleness of disposition, bis 
faithful discharge of duty, and his holy life. So long as 
health and strength continued, he was remarkable for his 
zeal, sparing no pains in making known the Gospel. A 
characteristic practice .of his was to pass to and fro in the 
large ferry-boats employed on the Ceylon rivers, for the 
purpose of preaching Christ to the native passengers. In 
1857, his health failing, he became a supernumerary; but 
he continued, as far as increasing in:fit·mities would permit, 
to exert himself in the cause of Christ. His attachment 
to Methodism and his spirituality of mind endeared him 
to thoRe of his Church who bad the privilege of visiting 
him in his retirement. He died-' a man greatly beloved' 
-in peace and in the triumph of faith, at Matnra, Ceylon, 
on the morning of Good Friday, 1862, in the seventy-first 
year of his age, and the forty-seventh of his ministry. 

HENRY PIMM 

W AS born in Derbyshire, on November 17th, 1827. 
He remembered his Creator in the days of his 

youth, and joined the vVesleyan Methodist Society when 
he was about fifteen years of age. In 1854, after com
pleting bis course of study at the Theological Institution, 
he was appointed to the West Indies, for the climate 
of which he seemed well adapted. His first station was 
in the island of Barbadoes, where he spent three happy 
and useful years. He afterwards laboured for about fou1· 
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years in St. Vincent's, and at Berbice, British Guiana. At 
length, in 1861, repeated attacks of fever had so impaired 
his health and constitution, that he was obliged to return 
to England. As a preacher, he was clear and impressive; 
as a pastor, diligent and faithful ; and in his intercourse 
with his brethren he was affectionate and friendly. He 
did not long survive his return to his native land, but he 
was graciously supported during his last illness. Shortly 
before his death, it was remarked by one at his bedside, 
' Christ is precious ; ' when he replied, with great energy, 
' A.y ! nothing else now!' His last words were, 'I am 
going home to-day.' In that cheerful confidence which 
true faith in Christ inspires, he died at Torqua, on April 
17th, 1862, in the thirty-fifth year of his age, and the 
ninth of his ministry. 

WILLIAM: HESSEL w .A.S favoured with a godly parentage, aud at an early 
period was visited by the gracious influences of the 

Holy Spirit and yielded his heart to Christ. He soon 
began to work for God ; and, having laboured for some 
time with acceptance as a local preacher, in 1843 he was 
admitted as a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry. Being 
a yonng man of promising talents he was sent to the Theo
logical Institution, where he was favoured to spend three 
years, and profited much by the course of study througs 
which he passed. In 1846 he was appointed to the New 
Mills Circuit, where he spent two years of his probation 
with credit to himself and advantage to the cause in which 
he was engaged. His next Circuit was Newport, Isle of 
Wight, where the present writer became personally 
acquainted with him, in 1848. For two years we were 
associated as colleagues, and we not only laboured together 
in peace and harmony, but our hearts soon became united 
in the closest bonds of Christian love. I found him to be 
an intelligent, able, earnest, and faithful young minister, 
and he enjoyed in a large degree the confidence of his 
brethren and the affection of the people, and his labours 
were owned and blessed to the spiritual good of many. 
Although tall and manly in his personal appearance he 
was, from the beginning, of a delicate type of constitution, 
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and appeared to inherit a tendency to pulmrmary disease. 
This weakness in his chest. required the greatest care in 
the winter season, and in the early part of 1850 he became 
so unwell that we were obliged to obtain a suppl_y for him, 
that he might be released from all ministerial duty for a 
few months. He then went to the south of France, and 
during his absence from his Circuit I received several let
ters from him, all of which breathed the spirit of true 
Christian piety and resignation to the will of God. 

With hi11 health in a measure restored, at the following 
Conference Mr. Hessel was appointed to Bristol, where he 
laboured for three years with but few interruptions from 
his constitutional wP.akuess. He was sub3eqnently ap
pointed to Woodhouse Grove, Portsmouth, and Brighton, 
till, in 1857, he offered himself for foreign service, and 
received an appointment to A.ustralia, with the hope that 
his healt.h might be better in a warmer climate. During 
the three years that he laboured in Sydney he won the 
esteem of all with whom he came in contact, and proved 
himself an able and successful minister of the New Testa
ment. The experiment of a change of climate in hi;i case 
does not seem to have been of permanent benefit, for in 
1861 his health again failed, and he was obliged to retire 
as a supernumerary. For a time he resided in Sydney and 
discharged the duties of Connexional book steward; but, 
seeing no prospect of the permanent recovery of his healt.h, 
he returned to England to end his days, which were, alas ! 
but few in number. He settled at Clif1on, where his 
strength gradually bnt steadily declined, till the Master, 
whom he had served so faithfully, called him to his eternal 
rest. He died in great peace, with a sure and certain hope 
of eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, on May Hth, 
1862. 

JOHN AYLIFF, 

A NATIVE of London, was converted to God in early 
life. While he was yet quite young his attention was 

drawn to Southern Africa as a promising field for Christian 
labour and usefulness, by reading the communications of 
the Rev. Barnabas Shaw, as published in the Missionary 
Notices. He emigrated thither with many others in 1820. 
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His hope of finding in that land opportunities for evangeli
cal labour was not disappointed; and the whole period of his 
residence there was devoted to the extension of Christ
ianity. Having laboured for some time in subordinate 
spheres of usefulness, in 1827 he was admitted as a•proba
tioner for the ministry, and from that time gave himself 
entirely to the service of the South African mission. He 
occupied various stations in Kaffraria and the Cape Colony 
for about thirty-four years. Among the natives his efforts 
were especially blessed. He was the first missionary 
appointed (under peculiar circumstances) to labour among 
the Fingoes, a large tribe of Africans who fled for refuge 
within the boundary of the Cape Colony from their cruel 
oppressors in the interior. Among the people, whether as 
a preacher, or as the manager of the large and important 
industrial school at Heald Town, which was for several 
years under his charge, he was alike efficient and success
ful. He was a man of amiable character, and of decided 
and consistent piety, an ardent lover of Methodism, and of 
all good men, a steward faithful to the trust reposed in 
him, and an earnest and diligent labourer, 'enduring hard- · 
ness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.' 

The failure of his health rendered it expedient for him 
to visit England in 1860; and, after spending a few months . 
with much pleasure and advantage in this country, he 
returned to South Africa to resume his missionary labours. 
But in a short time he was again disabled by disease, and 
obliged to retire as a supernumerary. 1n that position he 
was glad to render to the cause which he loved all the ser
vice of which he was capable. But after a while he was 
entirely laid aside from public labours. During his final 
affliction his mind was kept in great peace, stayed upon 
God. His love to the mission work was strong to the end. 
One of his last sayings was, ' 0 glorious work ! If I had 
ten thousand lives, and ten thousand years for each, I 
would devote them all to the mission work.' In his final 
moments, referring to his state of mind, he said, ' All is 
right.' He died at Fauresmith, in the Orange Free State, 
on May 17th, l!::l62, in the six:ty-fourth yea1· of his age, and 
the .thirty-fifth of his ministry, sincerely regretted by a 
large circle of friends at home and abroad. 
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ROBERT INGLIS 

yrnLDED himself to God in comparatively early life, 
and immediately engaged in such departments of 

evangelistic fa.hour as were open to him. He entered the 
Wesleyan ministry in 18:32; and he discharged the duties 
of the sacred office with a zeal almost beyond his strength. 
Having laboured for two years in England, he offered him
self for the foreign work, and was appointed to the West 
Indies. He spent nine years in Jamaica; and, in common 
with other brethren whose lot was cast in that portion of 
the mission field, he suffered much persecution in the cause 
of his Divine Master; but he 'endured as seeing Him who 
is invisible.' He subsequently spent two years in St. Kitt's; 
and in 1844 he returned to England with health consider
ably impaired. On recovering his ,health he entered the 
home work, and for several years laboured in important 
Circuits in this country. In Leeds, Pontefract, Stockton, 
and London he was made very useful in gathering sinners 
into the fold of Christ, and in building up believers in 
their mmit holy faith. In the place last named his efforts 
to relieve the financial difficulties of some of the chapels 
were indefatigable. He was a man of great energy and of 
sterling integrity. His piety was deep, his zeal ardent, 
and his sympathy warm and genial. With considerable 
refinement of mind he joined a high sense of honour. Be 
was strongly attached to Wesleyan Methodism, and was 
ever ready, when it was necessary, to defend its doctrines 
and polity. As a minister of Christ he was a workman 
needing not to be ashamed. His expositions of Holy 
Scripture were lucid, and his appeals to the conscience 
powerful; and his labours, especially in the mission field, 
were signally owned by God. His last affiiction was pro
tracted and painful. For some time he cherished the hope 
of recovery, and of returning to his beloved work; but 
when he saw that God willed otherwise, he devoutly 
acquiesced, cdnfiding his family to the care of Divine 
providence, and calmly waiting the final issue. On the 
last day of his earthly sojourn he sent a message to his 
brethren, saying, 'It is all right, all right.' He died on 
June 5th, 1862. 



Misswnary Worthies. 

JOSEPH PRATTEN 

w AS born at Midsomer Norton, in 1792. Trained in 
the ordinances of Methodism, he was early im

pressed with the importance and necessity of personal 
religion; and be joined the Wesleyan Society when he 
was fourteen years of age. In 1815 he entered the 
ministry; and, after labouring for ten years in the home 
work, he was appointed to Gibraltar. In that isolated 
station he ministered chiefly to the military for three 
years, with commendable zeal and diligence. In 1828 he 
returned and resumed his labours in his native land. In 
1832 he was appointed to Guernsey, whe!'e he spent three 
years. During the remainder of his life he laboured in 
English Circuits. He was a good preacher and a diligent 
pastor. His lucid sermons were richly evangelical, and 
were often delivered with tender pathos which at times 
rose into persuasive eloquence, and left a deep and lasting 
impression on the hearts of his hearers. In 1854 he 
retired from the full work, and settled as a supernumerary 
at Carmarthen. His end was sudden, but, it is believed, 
such as he wished. On the evening before his death he 
seemed unusually cheerful, and sang several of our beauti
ful hymns; and on the following morning he seemed quite 
as well as usual. In a moment he was not, for God had 
taken him. He died at Carmarthen on June 16th, 186~, 
in the seventieth year of his age, and the forty-seventh of 
his ministry. 

JOSEPH STINSON. 

T HE Rev. Joseph Stinson was born at Castle Doning
ton, Leicestershire. He was favoured with pious 

parents, who trained him up in the knowledge and fear 
of God ; and before be had reached his twentieth year be 
experienced a change of heart which was evinced by a 
marked difference lin his i;pirit, employment, and associa
tions. In 1823 he received an appointment as a mission
ary to Canada, where he laboured for five years. In 1829 
be was sent to Gibraltar, where be ministered chiefly to 
Wesleyan soldiers for three years. In 1833 he resumed 
Lis labours in Canada ; and he spent seven years in 
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Kingston and Toronto, faithfully discharging the duties 
of his office as geneml superintendent of Wesleyan Missiono1, 
and some part of the time a.s president of the Canadian 
Conference. 

In the year 1842 he was led by the providence of God 
to return once more to his native land. On this occaiion 
he entered the home work ; and he was stationed in 
succession in Sheffield, Leeds, London, Bradford, and 
Manchester. From Manchester he removed in 1858 to 
the scene of his earliest missionary toil, as he said, ' to 
live and die in Canada.' His re-appointment to the 
presidency of the Canadian Conference, at this time, drew 
forth all his energies of body and mind; he spared neither 
pains nor labour to meet the numerous demands on his 
time and talents. From this time he lived and laboured 
to promote the interests of Canadian Methodism, and he 
was deservedly held in high esteem by all classes of the 
community. One of the universities conferred upon him 
the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity. He was dis
tinguished by superior talents both for pulpit and plat
form, and his audiences were generally charmed by his 
eloquence, and impressed by his forcible appeals to the 
heart and conscience. The geniality of his spirit and the 
blandness of his manner, moreover, contributed to make 
him a most desirable companion and an agreeable friend. 

Few men passed through life with greater exemption 
from personal affliction than Dr. Stinson. At length, 
however, his health began to give way, and he gradually 
declined under the influence of a serious internal malady. 
Although the nature of. his disease prevented consecutive 
thought and expression, there were intervals in those days 
of suffering, during which he was enabled to express, for the 
satisfaction of his friends and family, his joyous assurance of 
eternal life through the merits of the Redeemer. He died 
in peace at Toronto, on August 26th, 1862, in the sixty
first year of his age, and the fortieth of his ministry. 

DANIEL JOHN GOGERLY 

W AS born in London in the year 1792. Having been 
brought to God in early life, he was remarkable for 

the diligence with which he cultivated his mind, and for the 
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zeal with which he sought the welfare of others. He 
learned the business of a printer, which was cono-enial to 
hiR literf1ry tastes. In 1818 he was requested by the Rev. 
Richard Wafaon and the missionary committee to go out 
to Ceylon to take charge of the mission press at Colombo. 
This he did to the satisfaction of all parties concerned; 
hut it soon appeared that the Lord of the harvest had a 
higher work for him to do in His vineyard. From his first 
arrival in India he manifested a deep interest in mission 
work, and a remarkable aptitude for learning the languages 
of the people among w horn his lot was cast; in 1823 
he was accepted as a missionary. Fifteen years later he 
was appointed chairman of the Singhalcse District; and 
by his sterling piety, sound judgment, and extensive 
learning, as well as by his intimate acquaintance with 
every part of the work, he showed that he was singularly 
well qualified for the office which he was called to fill. In 
caTing for all the Churches, in training native agents, and 
in teaching and preaching from house to house, his per
severance never failed. His was a life of consecration ; 
for he not only never returned to England, but he never 
expressed any desire to leave his adopted country. For 
more than forty years he toiled on till fairly worn out in 
the Master's service, when he was called to dwell with 
Him for ever. 

Mr. Gogerly was a man of quiet, plodding, persevering 
zeal, and his sterling worth was little known in his native 
land; but he nevflrtheless rendered invaluable services to 
the cause of Christianity in the East, and deserves to be 
ranked with the most eminent missionaries of modern 
times. In the Singhalese, Portuguese, and English 
languages he preached with equal fluency and power. 
His ministry was richly evangelical. His English sermons 
were marked by clearness, comprehensiveness, and un
common logical force; and his discourses in the native 
languages were models of missionary preaching. He 
took an active part in the translation of the Scriptures into 
Singhalese, and was untiring in his efforts to promote the 
education of the young. :M:r. Gogerly was accurately 
acquainted with Buddhism, and had a profound know-. 
ledge of Pali, and of the voluminous works in that dialect. 
These acquisitions made him powerful in debate with 
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learned heathens, and enabled him to publish several worb 
in Oriental languages wl,ich will greatly assist future 
missionaries in their important work, as well as tend directly 
to the conversion of the superstitious natives. His Inst i. 
11tutes of Christianity, in Singhalese, is a worthy memorial 
of his piety, learning, and industry, and will be highly 
prized through many generations. He was a man of 
simple manner and large heart. Occasionally abrupt. and 
warm in debate, he was yet tender of the feelings of others, 
and quick to acknowledge an error. He was most beloved 
where best known; and the native ministers, most of whom 
ho had iutroduced into the service of the mission, looked 
up to him with affection and filial regard. During his 
last brief illness he was much engaged with his own heart 
and with God; he severely judged himself, but expressed, 
with humble confidence, bis sole reliance on the death of 
Christ. After lying in a state of unconsciousnPss for 
several hours, he calmly fell asleep in Jesus on September 
6th, 1862, in the seventy-first year of his age and the 
fortieth of his ministry. 

RICHARD WATSON. 

T HE native minister who bore the honoured name of 
the Rev. Richard Watson, in memory of the great 

English theologian, proved himself to be not unworthy of 
the distinction thus conferred upon him. He was by 
birth a Hindu, and the son of a zealous idolater of Point 
Pedro, Ceylon. He was carefully trained np in the obser
vance of his father's religion; but in early life he also re
ceived instruction in Christian truth, and in 1887 he yielded 
to conviction and embraced Christianity, After labouring 
or several years in subordinate capacities in the service of 
the Wesleyan mission, in 1848 he was recclived as a pro
bationer for the ministry, and he spent the rest of his 
days in the work of the sacred office. He was a man of 
genuine piety and strong understanding, zealou~, diligent, 
and punctual in the. discharge of his ministerial duties. 
As a preacher he greatly excelled. He is said to ha\·e 
equalled many English preachers, even in English, whilst 
in his native Tamil he had but few rivals, For more 

G 
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than fifteen years he laboured with indefatigable ze:il and 
perseverance in his native land, and it is believed that many 
souls were won to Christ through his instrumentality. 
He wa.s greatly beloved by his brethren in the ministry, 
both native and European, and highly esteemed by his 
f cllow-countrymen of all c\a,sses. At length his health 
entirely failed, and he was laid aside from his beloved work. 
During his last illness he was graciously supported by the 
presence of that precious Saviour in w horn he continued 
to trust. ,vhen the end came he was found prepa1·ed, 
calmly waiting for his dismissal from this world of sin and 
sorrow. His death was most blessed. Full of peace and 
hope, he departed this life at Trincomalee, Ceylon, on 
September 29th, 1862, leaving behind him a noble 
example of full devotion to the cause of the Redeemer. 

EDWARD BRANS TON 

W AS born at Newark in the year 1808. Of his con
version and call to the ministry no writ.ten memo

rials have been found, but there is reason to believe that 
he gave his heart to God when he was sixteen or seventeen 
years of age. Having 'tasted of the good word of God, 
and of the powers of the world to come,' he felt con
strained to do good as he had opportunity, and 
subsequently devoted himself to the work of the ministry. 
He was received as a probationer for the sacred office in 
1833, and after labou1·ing two years in England, he offered 
himself for the foreign work. His first station in the 
mission :field was George Town, Demerara, and I have a 
very pleasant recollection of his arrival the1·e in 1835, and 
can testify of the zeal and diligence with which he entered 
upon his labours. He was subsequently stationed at 
J\fahaica, a country Circuit in British Guiana, and also in 
the island of Barbadoes, in both of which places he was 
instrnmental in winning souls for Christ, and in building 
up the Church of God. In 1846 he returned to England 
and thenceforth devoted himself to the home work. He 
occupied several Circuits in his native land, and he is still 
remembered in many places with affection. His last 
public services were marked by special powc,r and blessing. 
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His death was unexpected and truly affecting. He had 
gone from home to visit a relative who was supposed to be 
at the point of death; and whilst engaged in this labour 
of love, he was himself seized with the sickness which in a 
few days ended in death. Although unexpected. the 
messenger was not nnwelcome. Some of Mr. Branston's 
last words were, 'I am on the Rock!' 'I am happy.' So 
he passed away to his eternal rest on February 2nd, 1863, 
in the fifty-fifth year of his age, and the thirtieth of his 
ministry. 

CALVERT SPENSLEY, 

A N .ATIVE of Swaledale, Yorkshire, was the son of 
pious parents, his father being for many years a use

ful and acceptable local preacher in the Wesleyan 
Methodist Connexion. Although religiously trained from 
his childhood, he had reached his twentieth year when be 
was converted to God. This important event was brought 
about by the godly example and salutary influence of an 
elder brother, in connection with other means, under the 
blessing of God. Mr. Spensley's conversion is said to have 
been followed by marked effects, every power having been 
quickened by the great change. On his removal to Leeds 
in 1841, he was introduced to the Rev. G. B. Macdonald, 
by whom his thirst for knowledge was gratified, and his 
attention turned to a careful preparation for the ministry, 
which he entered with much trembling in 1843. .After 
labouring for seven years in the home work, he was 
appointed to Natal, South .Africa. There also he spent 
seven years, and would no don bt have continued longer in 
the foreign field had not his health failed. In 1858 he 
returned to Englan,d, and at the following Conference he 
entered once more upon the work of a Circuit. After a 
few months' trial, however, his health again failed, and 
be was obliged finally to retire from active labcur. He 
was a man of bland pleasing manners, and of considerable 
ministerial ability. . His preaching was frequently attended 
with heavenly unction, and bis platform addresses will 
long be remembered by those who were favoured to hear 
them. His last days were spent in retirement at the Isle 

G :! 



Mz'ssionary Worthies. 

of Wight,. For three years his physical strength gradu
nlly failed., whilst intelligence and devotion glowed in him 
more and more brightly to the last. Towards the end his 
sufferings became extreme,-a Revere test of patience aud 
resignation to the Divine will. But to this demand 
upon his faith be even cheerfully responded, thus afford
ing a signal proof of the sustaining power of the truth 
which he had preached to others. He peacefully 'fell 
asleep' in Jesus at Caris brook, on February 20th, 1863, 
and his remains were interred at Whiffingham, at the 
west end of the church, where they await, in common 
with all the dead in Christ, a glorious resurrection to 
eternal life. 

WILLIAM SMITH 

W AS one of a large class of faithful, plodding labourers 
in the mission field, who are but little known beyond 

the immediate sphere of their humble toils. Such men 
are, nevertheless, if not remarkably demonstrative and 
popular, very useful and successful in winning souls for 
ChriRt, and however little they may be noticed by men, 
are known to God, nnd verily they will have their reward. 

Mr. Smith was admitted to the ranks of the Wesleyan 
ministry in 1827, and having offered himself for the 
foreign work, he received an appointment as a missionary 
to British North America.· He embarked for his distant 
station in the month of October, and amid the wilds and 
snows of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince 
Ed ward's Island, he laboured for the long period of thirty
six years, with a measure of perseverance and zeal worthy 
of the highest commendation. In the prosecution of bis 
arduom:; duties he had many difficulties to contend with, 
in addition to the severity of the climate; but he 'endured 
hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.' On the 
various stations which he occupied he was respected and 
beloved by his brethren in the ministry and the people of 
hi~ c!Jarge ; and it is believed that many sinners converted 
tbrough his instrumentality, a11d believers encouraged 
and built up in their most holy faitb, will be' his joy and 
the crown of his rejoicing in the day of the Lord.' At 
length his health and strength entirely failed, and fairly 
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worn down with incesAant· and arduom~ Jabour in the 
Lord's vineyard, he finished his course with joy at 
St. Andrew's, New Brunswick, on February 21st, 186:3, 
in the thirty-seventh year of his ministry. 

FREDERICK LEWIS 

E NTERED the miniAtry in 1834; and, having offered 
himself for the foreign work, in the course of the 

following year he wa.s sent to Australia. He commenced 
his labours at Bathurst, New South Wales, in the true 
missionary spirit, and for several years he exercised his 
useful ministry at that station, and at Windsor, Hunter's 
River, and Sydney with great advantage to the cause in 
which he was engaged. He afterwards occupied several 
Circuits in the colony of Victoria, at a time when much 
real missionary work had to be done by tho,e whose lot 
was cast in that part of the wide field. Mr. Lewis had 
continued his arduous labours for about twenty years, 
when his health failed, and he was entirely- unfitted for 
future active service. His preaching was ~emarkahle for 
its simplicity and unction, and was in every place followed 
by g1·eat success. It is said that he ' minded one thing, the 
conversion of souls, and was satisfied with nothing less.' 
Yet while eminently spiritually minded, he was conscien
tiously attentive to the multifarious duties of theEXtensive 
Circuits under his charge, and to the strictest enforcement 
of godly discipline. 

After one year of retirement at Melbourne Mr. Lewis 
returned to England, but with little benefit to his health. 
He was unable to resume his beloved work. He settled 
for some time as a supernumerary at Cardiff. He after
wards resiJed at Cheltenham and in London, and at the 
place last named he fiuished his course in peace on March 
12th, 1863, in the fifty.fourth year of his age, and the 
twenty-ninth of his ministry. 

JOHN WILLIAMS 

WAS born at Salford, in the year 1809. At a very 
early age he was left an 01·phan; and, while in 

attendance at the Wesleyan Sunday-school, he was brought 
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under those religious influences which resulted in his con
version. It was some time, however, before he found· 
peace in believing. He wrote iu his little journal: 'I now 
feel that I am a sinner, but of the way of life I am ignor
ant.' In 1824 he joined the Methodist Society at Heaton. 
Mersey. Whilst attending the class-meeting, he was more 
fully instructed in the way of salvation, and soon obtained 
a clear sense of tJie forgiveness of his sins. He then 
engaged in such spheres of usefulness as were open to him 
until, in 1833, be was called to the work of the ministry. 
After labouring for two years in England he went out to 
the West Indies. He spent eleven years in Jamaica; and 
his earnest evangelical labours were much blessed to the 
poor negroes at that eventful time. 

In 1846 the failure of his health obliged Mr. Williams 
to return to England, and, after resting for a Rhort time. 
he entered the home work and was appointed to the Teign
mouth, Bideford, St. hes, and Taunton Circuits in succes
sion. In 1856 he was appointed governor and chaplain of 
Taunton College, where he spent three years. During this 
period the Holy Spirit was poured out abundantly; and it 
is belie.ed that many of the students will be the crown of 
Mr. Williams' rejoicing in the day of ~the Lord. On leav
ing the college be laboured at Stroud for three years, and 
then his health failed and be was laid aside from public 
duty. During his last illness he was graciously supported 
by the presence of the Lord. On the Sunday before his 
death he joined in singing one of his favourite hymns, 
' Rock of aa-es cleft for me," &c., and a short time before 

0 • , 

his departure, he exclaimed, 'Hark! hark! sweet music. 
His preaching was often distinguished by great power and 
pathos; and he was eminently nn expositor of Holy Scrip
ture. As a pastor he was diligent and faithful; in the 
manaa-ement of Circuits, judicious and successful. He 
posse~sed the happy talent of conciliation, and had the 
power, by a few well-chosen words, to check the eagerness 
of debate. He calmiy fell asleep in Jesus, on June 24th, 
1863, in the fifty-fourth year of his age and the thirtieth 
of his ministry, leaving behind him an example worthy of 
being imitated by young ministers engaged in tho same 
blessed work. 
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WILLIAM TO A.SE. 

THE Rev. W. Toase was born at Kilton, near Guis-
borough, in 1782. He was converted to God in his 

fifteenth year, and entered the Wesleyan ministry at the 
age of twenty-two. He early devoted himself to the sturly 
of the French language, which led to his appointment to 
the Channel Islands. Subsequently he became the first 
missionary to the French prisoners of war in the hulks on 
the :Medway. His numerous communications, published 
at the time in the "l!Iethoclist Magazine and otherwise, show 
how well be was adapted for this peculiar work, and how 
g1·eatly the Lord blessed his labours. On the conclusion of 
peace Mr. 'l'oase was appointed as a missionary to France, 
where be laboured successfully for several years. He was 
ultimately stationed in Paris, and entrusted with the 
general superintendency and direction of the ll'rench mis
sion,-a position for which he was well qualified by his 
wisdom, prudence, and superior endowments. 

In 1848, when he bad laboured with untiring zeal and 
perseverance for more than forty years in the English and 
French work, failing health obliged him to retire from 
public life, and take the position of a supernumerary. But 
in his case this did not mean rest from earnest labour. 
Both in Guernsey and Boulogne, where he resided for 
several years, he was as active as ever in the service of his 
Ui ,·ine Master, exerting himself to the utmost of bis 
strength in preaching, visiting the sick, meeting classes, 
and other pastoral labours. At the place last named be 
was induced to take entire charge of the Soc-iety and con
gregation, in which position be continued till the hour of 
his death. 

The prolonged course of Mr. Toase as a Christian 
minister was without a spot. Diligent in study, methodi
cal in the disposal of his time, careful in preparing for the 
pulpit, thoroughly ministerial in his bearing and habits, 
with courteous manne1·s, a cheerful and sedate spirit, care
ful regard for the young, and unwearied attention to 
strangers, be presented in his character a rare combination 
and balance of qualities, adapted to such difficult posts as 
those which he had to fill. His ministry was always in
structive, pleasing, and truly evangelical; and many seal., 
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to it were given him from the most opposite classes of 
society. In his peculiar station he wa11 brought into con
tact with persons of diverse rank and character, and was 
cYer enabled, before high and low, to do honour to the 
Christian ministry. In his latter days especially, the 
purity of his character, the benignant gravit.y of his 
deport1:11ent, the Yigour of his preaching, his eminent pas
toral "7lrtues, and the good name won by a long career of 
goodness and usefulness, surrounded him with an uncom
mon degree of veneration, which was evinced on all fitting 
occasions both by French and English. His death was 
remarkably sudden and admonitory. On Sunday morning, 
September 20th, 1863, he preached on 1 Tim. i. 5; and ,the 
same afternoon, while conversing with a friend, he passed 
away to be for ever with the Lord, in the eighty-first year 
of his age, and the fifty-ninth of his ministry. 

T H.OM.A.S ROBSON 

w AS a promising young missionary, whose career was 
cut short by death soon after he h:1d entered the 

field. After enjoying the advantages of the Theological 
Institution at Richmond for two years, he was appointed 
to the ,Vest Indies, where he hoped to labour successfully 
for a length of time. He arrived in St. Vincent's in the 
month of February, 1862, and g::>ve himself heartily and 
entirely to the work. During his brief ministerial life he 
was a diligent studeut, an unwearied pastor, and a faithful 
and energetic preacher. He aeon won for himself a warm 
and loving place in the affections of his brethren and the 
people of his charge, but bis course wa_s soon run. He ~as 
summoned to his eternal rest, after six days of sufferrng 
from yellow fever, and died on October 27th, 1863, calmly 
resting on the atonement of Christ. 

WILLIAM H. GARNER 

W AS converted to God in his youth and early cal1ed 
to preach the Gospel. He_ was _appointed to South 

Africa in 1835, and laboured chiefly m Kaffirland, where 
he proYed himself to be a diligent., faithful, and successful 
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rniRflionar.v. Ho soon learned the language of the people, 
and he laid him11elf out in e\·ery po11sible way to promote 
their temporal and eternal welfare. In a letter dated 
Morley, January 4th, 1849, he says :-' I am happy to state 
that our work in this Circuit is going on and growing 
great. The members of Society are also increasing in the 
knowledge and love of God, and many are pressing forward 
toward the mark for 1 he prize of tbei r high calling of God 
in Christ Jesu::1. On Christmas Day we had a glorious 
time at our lo-vefeast: truly it was not soon to be forgot
ten, a time of refreshing from the presence of the Lord, 
one of those seasons which quicken and revive ns in the 
midst of our toils in a land of darkness and the shadow of 
death.' · 

When he had laboured in this way in Southern Africa 
for about twenty-six years, without ever leaving bis post 
of duty, his health failed and he was entirely unfitted for 
the work. For some time he entertained hopes of being 
able to take a sea voyage with a view to promote his 
recovery; but this proved impracticable, a!! he became 
weaker and weaker from day to day. During his last ill
ness he was graciously supported by the presence and the 
promises of the Lord, and he often expressed his uuwaver
ing confidence in Christ. He died on March 29th, 1864, 
in the twenty-ninth year of his ministry. 

JOHN B. BROWNELL, 

A MISSION A.RY of considerable eminence in his day, 
laboured for many years in different parts of the 

wide field, with credit to himself and to the Wesieyan 
Missionary Society in whose service he was engaged, as 
well as with great advantage to the people to whom he 
ministered. The first sphere of his foreign service was in 
the West Indies, for which place he embarked in 18:27, 
after he had spent one year in an English Circuit. In 
New Providence, Harbour Island, and other stations in the 
Bahamas District he laboured successfully for five years. 
His health failing, he returned home and rested for ene 
year as a supernumerary; but on his partial recovery he 
was again at work to the utrnost of his strength. In 1833 
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he accepted an appointment to Malta, in the Mediterranean, 
where be spent five years ministering to tho British troops 
and others. In 1838 he embarked for Citnada, n.nd durin"' 
the following six: years he laboured successfully in Dun~ 
ham, Montreal, and Quebec. He was next appointed to 
Bermuda, where he spent some year~, being appointed lfrst 
to St .. G·eorQ"e's and then to Hamilton. He then removed 
to British North America and occupied several important 
Circuits in succe3sion both in Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick, until the Master called him to .rest from his 
labours in a good old age. He finished his course with joy 
at Fredericton, on March 27th, 1864, leaving behind him a 
noble example of uuwearied toil, unquenchable zeal, and 
patient pcrsc,crance in the cause of the RedP,emer. 

JOHN R. P .A.RYS, 

AN excellent native assistant missionary, whose history 
is worthy of record here, was born at Galle, in Ceylon, 

on .A.ugust 15th, 1808, and laboured for many years in 
his native isle with distinguished zeal and diligence. He 
was of French descent, and was brought up as a Romanist,, 
He was led to seek the salvation of his soul through the 
instrumentality of J, N. Mooyaart, Esq., and the Rev. W . 
.A.. Lalmon. He relinquished a lucrative profession to 
become a catechist in connection with the Wesleyan 
mission, and God gave him seals to I-is ministry, in the 
conversion of all his father's family to Protestant Christianity. 
When in health and vigour he was a model labourer in the 
Lord's vineyard. His sermons, both in Singhalese aud 
Portuguese, were specimens of great excellency and power, 
and his ministry was both acceptable and effective. At, 
the District meeting of 1868 he was appointed to Galle, 
but he did not labour long in hia new sphere. He h,,d 
been a sufferer for several years, and the death of his 
excellent wife in the preceding year, which affected him 
much, no doubt accelerated his own decease. He had the 
sympathy of all his brethren by whom he wasg1·eatly beloved, 
and that God whom he had faithfully served graciously 
supported him in his last illness. He often expressed his 
entire confidence in Christ and his blessed hope of heaven. 
He bad no fear of death ; and l1is last hours were peaceful 
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and happy in n high degree. He was called to his eternal 
rest on March 29th, 1864, in the fifty-sixth year of hi~ 
age, and the thirty-firdt of active service for his Di vine 
Master. 

EDWARD BICKERSTETH, 

ONE of several native converts in Western Afl'ica, was 
raised by the power of the Gospel from the lowest 

degradation to the honourable position of being commis
sioned to preach the glorious Gospel of the blessed God to h ioi 
perishing fellow-countrymen. There have been several 
such. Young Bickerstetb. was born in the Egda country, 
and was taken captive in one of the slave-hunting ex
peditions which have so frequently desolated the interioi· 
of Africa; and he was sold to the Portuguese. Happily for 
•him and hundreds of others, the vessel in which. he was 
being conveyed across the Atlantic was captured by a 
British cruiser; and he with the rest was set at liberty 
aml brought to Sien·a Leone. There he came under the 
influence of the Gospel, was converted to God, learneJ. to 
read and write in the mission schools, and wa::1 soon 
employed as a teacher among his fellow-countrymen. 
Acquitting himself well in a subordinate capacity he was 
ultimately called to the ministry, and became a powerful 
and eloquent preacher in his native tongue. He was 
received into the ranks of the native ministry in 1854, and 
for several years laboured with acceptance and success at 
Lagos and neighbouring stations. Many of his pagan 
brethren were won to Christ through hid instrumentality, 
and will no doubt be his joy and the crown of his rejoic
ing in the day of the Lord. A long and useful career was 
anticipated for him by his friends and brethren; but he 
was suddenly called to rest from his labours. He died iu 
great peace at A bbeokuta, on April Hth, 1864. 

JOHN S. PHILIPS, 

A VALUABLE East Indian native minister, whose 
history strikingly illustrates the beneficial effects of 

Christ.ian missions, was converted to God in eady life, 
through the instrumentality of the Rev. 'l'. H. Squance, 
who also encouraged and directed his first efforts as u.u 
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e,·angelist. In 1837 he was ordained for the ministry; 
and. thenceforth he devoted all his powers to the con
Yet·s10n of the heathen, and the servi<'e of the Church. 
l<'or many years he laboured with indefatigable zeal and 
persernrance, amid many difficulties, in Ceylon, his native 
isle; and it is believed that he was the means of brincrinO" 
many of his benighted fellow-countrymen to a sa~ing 
knowledge of the truth. His humble piety, his kindness 
of heart, his meekness and patience won for him universal 
respect; so that the heathen acknowledged the excellency 
of his character, and some of them 1:allcd him 'the up
right man.' His course of useful labour came to a.n 
unexpected end by a sudden attack of illness. He died at 
J affna, Ceylon, on April ~2nd, 1864, in the sixty-fifth 
year of his age, and the twenty.seventh of his ministry. 
He left behind him a noble example of en:tire devotedness 
to God ; and many tears were shed over his grave by 
those to whom his ministry had been made a. blessing. 

WILLIAM R. LONGDON 

'-7\T AS brought to a saving knowledge of the truth in 
\ earl_y life. Having been called to the ministry 

he offered himself for the foreign work, and was sent to 
Southern Africa in 1857. His first station was Port 
Elizabeth, where he laboured for three years with much 
acceptance, but under much personal suffering; for he 
had not been long in the count.ry when a malady to which 
Le appeared to have been constitutionally predisposed began 
to develop itself. He came to Cape Town, where I was 
resident at that time, to seek for surgical aid, and under
went a pai_nful operation, with much patience ancl Christian 
fortitude. He returned to his station hoping for a speedy 
recovery and many years of usefulness in the mission field. 
But alas! the hope was disappointed. He relapsed into 
a weak and suffering state ; and, after se,eral weeks of 
pain and anguish he was called to his eternal rest. He 
died in great peace at Uitenhage, on May 1st, 1864. Mr. 
Langdon was a young man of an excellent spirit, aud 
showed an adaptation and a love for the mission work 
wbich would no doubt have been productive of much good 
Lad his life been spared. 



7ohn Blackwell. 93 

JOHN BLACKWELL, 

B ORN at Wadsley, near Sheffield, on November 21st, 
1812, was the child of pious pn.rents, hil'I father 

having been for twenty years a devoted local preacher. 
Very early in life he was the subject of religions im
pressions, and in his seventeenth year be was brought to 
a saving knowledge of the trnth. In 18:~.5 he was calle~ 
to the work of the ministry, and after labouring one year 
in England went out to the West Indies. Hi.~ first 
designation was to Turk's Island, but circumstances 
occurred which caused a change, and ho was ultimately 
sent to the island of St. Vincent, as the colleague of the 
pri:,sent writer, who retains a vivid recollection of the 
place and of the circumstances under which they first met 
and commenced a life-long friendship, which will be con
summated, he trusts, in the better country. 

Mr. Blackwell spent eleven years in the West Indies, 
partly in the St. Vincent District, and partly in theBahamaf!. 
His course was somewhat chequered. More than once ho 
was visited with domestic bereavement and personal 
affliction, but he bore up as a Christian under every trial. 
Nor did he labour without fruit. On some of the stations 
which he occupied showers of blessing descended, and 
there was a considerable ingathering of precious souls into 
the fold of Christ. This was the case especially in Trinidad 
and Tobago, where the cause of God was greatly prospered 
under his superintendence. 

In 1847, with his health considerably impaired, Mr. 
Blackwell returned to England and re-entered the home 
work. Hifl first Circuit was Newport, Isle of Wight, 
where the present writer was again associated with him 
as a colleague. He was afterwards appointed to Horn
castle, Stockton, Ripley, and Yarmouth in succession. 
His preaching was of a high ordet· of excellence, chaste 
and elegant in style, beautiful in illustrntion, richly evan
gelical in matter, and frequently attended with the unction 
of the Holy Ghost. He was distinguished by Ghristian 
courtesy of manner, and a true kindness of heart, which 
made him dear to all who knew him. His temper was 
gentle and conciliatory, and he had the ornament of n 
meek and quiet spirit. For some months before bis dentl1 
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nrnny bad observed an increased earnestness and power 
in his public addresses. On Saturday, July 9th, 1864,, he 
had completed bis usual preparatiorn, for the Sabbath, nnd 
in the eYening took a short walk. He was taken ill as be 
returned, and, after reaching l1is house, uttered an ejacula
tory prayer and expired. He died at Burslem, in t.be 
fifty-second year of his age, and the twenty-ninth of his 
ministry. 

JOHN A MANTON. 

IT is•recorded of the Rev. J, A. Manton that he belonged 
to a Nonconformist family and was a lineal descendant 

of that ' man of renown,' Dr. Thomas Manton. He was 
converted to God in early life through the instrumentality 
of Wesleyan Methodism, and was ever afterwards devotedly 
attached to tl,at system of l'eligion. He was accepted by 
the Conference of 1830, and sent forth to engage in 
pioneer work in .Australia. Before his dep3rture I was 
personally acquainted with him, and recei ,;ed a very 
fa,·ourable impl'ession of his fitness for the work lo which be 
·was called. After a short residence at Paramatta, New 
South Wales, he was appointed to labour as chaplain, first 
at the penal settlement of Macquarie Harbour, and sub
sequently at that of Port Arthur, Tasmania. In the 
discharge of bis duties he was frequently exposed to 
danger, and was subject to many privations; but his self
denying labcurs were owned of God in the conversion 
and reformation of rnme of the most desperate convicts 
under bis charge. The colonial government npeatedly 
recognised bis services among that class of uufortunate 
men of whom be was at that time the sole religious in
structor. 

Mr. Manton was afterwards employed for several years 
in 1·egular Circuit work at Launceston, Hobart 'l'own, 
and other places, where he bad the honour of leading 
many to 1he Saviour. In preaching, his style was per
spicuous, and his manner affectionate, whilst the prominent 
subject of his discourses was the grace and wor-k of Christ. 
Thong!, he was wwewbat resened before strangers, and 
penerally deliberate in bis movements, those who were 
Ja, ourt:d with his intimate acquaintance found him a man 
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of fine feeling as well as conrteous manners. He wa.,i a 
judicious adviser, and a warm and fast friend. That he 
enjoyed. the confidence of his brethren in a high degree 
was proved by bis being elected as president of the Third 
Australian Wesleyan Conference. 

To the yonng people of his respective Circuits Mr. 
Manton was warmly attached ; and desiring to promote 
the advancement of the Methodist youth of Australia, 
he earnestly sought to provide for them facilities for 
obtaining a superior education. He was the first governor 
of Horton College, Tasmania, and one of the chief instru. 
meufa:1 in securing the efficiency of that establishment. 
Subsequently be originated a similar instit,ution in New 
Sout,h Wales, of which be was appointed the first president. 
'l'hese collegiate institntions may be taken as proof of his 
zeal, and they remain as monuments of his well-deserved 
success. Towards the close of the year 18ti3 failure of 
health compelled him to desist from preaching; but be 
kept at his post at the college, doing his work, though 
often in pain. He suffered from a complication of diseases, 
and his journey through the 'valley of the shadow of 
death,' was a long one; but he did not lack snpport, for 
the Lord was with him. He had no particular ecstacy 
in his sickness, but he had sweet peace and a 'good hope 
through grace,' and in strong confidence could say 
with his dying breath, ' Saved at last. ! ' He died on Sep
tember 9th, 1864, in the fifty-eighth year of his age, aml 
the thirty-fifth of his ministry. 

LANCELOT RAILTON, 

B ORN on June 26th, 181~, was converted to God when 
about eighteen years of age. l:Ie was called to the 

ministry in 1838, and, having offered himself for the 
foreign work, he was at once sent out to the West Indies. 
His tirst station was Montserrat, where he laboured in the 
true missionary spirit, and where God owned his effo!'ts 
to promote the spiritual and eternal well-being of many 
of the sable sons and daughters of Harn, who were then 
just emerging from their long night of bondage and 
oppression. He was afterwards stationed in Antigua. and 
Nevis, and at both places God blessed his wot·k. 
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\Vhcn he had spent nine years in the West Indies 
his heallh failed, and he rdurued to his native land, 
where lie soon regained sufficient strength to enable him 
to enter upon tbe home work, which he prosecuted for 
a number of ,ears with energy and success. He laboured 
in rnrious Circuits in England and Scotland, with credit 
to himself and with advantage to the cause in which he 
was engaged. He was a man of amiable disposition. 
His spirit was devout and humble, his views of doctrinal 
truth clear and comprehensive, his preaching faithful and 
affectionate, and his discharge of pastoral duties con
scientious and exemplary. His death, which was caused 
by fever, was eminently peaceful. Oue of his last expres
sions was, 'I am going to sing a new song ! ' He departed 
this life at Peel, Isle of Man, on November 9th, 1864, in 
the fifty-third year of his age, and the twenty-seventh of 
his ministry. His death was rendered the more affecting 
by the circumstance tbat his devoted wife died of the 
same fever a few hours after he had passed away. What 
a happy meeting for them in the better country! They 
had the satisfaction and honour of leaving a son in the 
Wesleyan ministry. 

NATHANIEL TURNER. 

W AS born in Cheshire in 1793. His personal and 
ministerial history has many features of· more than 

ordinary interest. At nine years of age be found him
i:;elf an orphan ; but he was not forsaken of the Lord. 
When eighteen years old he was converted to God, and 
he soon afterwards began to preach. Having exercised 
his gifts as a local preacher for some time, he was accepted 
by the Conference of 1819 as a candidate for the ministry, 
He was first employed as a home missionary in his native 
land; but in 182i he eTJJbarked with his wife for New 
Zealand. On the way to bis distant station he was 
detained in Tasmania and in New South Wales for several 
months, and was made very useful in both these colonies. 
During the next year, having reached his destination in 
safety he commenced his labours in New Zealand by plant
ing a new station at Wesley Dale. The sufferings of the 
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sionary and his family at that place, from the opp0si tion 
of the savage natives, were truly severe. The 1Iaoris 
plundered the mission premises, dug up the corpse of a 
little child for the sake of the blanket in which it was 
interred, and set fire to the buildings, and the mission 
family had barely time to escape to Keri-Keri, from which 
place they embarked for Sydney. 

In 1828 Mr. Turner proceeded to the Friendly Islands 
and-entered with his nnwonted zeal and energy into the 
work of that mission. His health failin6 he retnrned to 
New South Wales in 1831, and after spending a few 
months at Paramatta, he went to Hobart Town, where 
his ministry was very fruitful. In 1836 he resumed his 
labours in New Zealand, being appointed t.o Hokianga, 
where for three years he was 'in labours more abundant,' 
among the Maoris and the few scattered settlers. He 
afterwards had charge of Hobart Town, Launceston, 
Sydney, and Paramatta Circuits in succession. The effects 
of his laborious efforts to advance the interests of the 
kingdom of Christ on the various stations which he 
occupied, appeared in 1830 in the utter prostration of his 
heaUh, .which obliged him to becorue a supernumerary. 
For some time he resided at PadJington, whence he 
removed to Brisbane, where he reached the close of his 
valuable labours and his holy life on September 5th, 186.J,. 

Mr. Turner was a faithful friend, an affectionate pastor, 
and a successful preacher. Few ministers have preached 
the Gospel over a more extensive field. In New South 
Wales, Queensland, Tasmania, New Zealand, and the 
Friendly Islands, and in regions beyond the fruits of his 
ministry remain, and his 'narue is like ointment poured 
forth.' In the social and domestic relations he was greatly 
be!oved. His last illness was painful but not long. He 
calmly anticipated and spoke of his decease. All was 
ready. The word victory w>ts on his lips as he entered 
on his reward. Thus died Nathaniel Tumer, who had 
turned many to righteousness. 

THOMAS HICKSON, 

L IKE many who have been honoul·ed with. special use
fulness iu the Church of Christ, was con vincecl of 

H 
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sin and found peace with God in liis childhood. 1n bi~ 
fifteenth year he joined the Wesleyan Methodist Society, 
and from that time his religious profession was uniform 
and corn,istent to the day of his death. He was admitted 
to the ranks of the ministry by the Conference of 1815, 
n ml soon afterwards went as a missionary to N ewfound
land in company with his brother James, who had offered 
himself and been received at the same time. On several 
of the bleak stations of Newfoundland, and on the -still 
more dreary continent of Labrador, he endured hardships 
and privations such :.s fall to the lot of few missionaries 
of the Cross. His labours were not in vain in the Lord ; 
but by extreme exertion and frequent exposure the seeds 
of the disease from which he suffered much for many 
Jenrs were no don bt sown in his constitution. He returned 
to England in 1825, and entered the home work, in which 
be continued to labour for twenty.nine years. When 
increasing affliction and infirmity caused hi~u to withdraw 
from the itinerant work, he settled as a supernumerary at 
Northampton. In his retiren::ent he was zea.lous for tbe 
Lord, as far as health permitted, in various labours of love. 
His earnestness in preaching and other ministerial duties 
was joined with a meek and tender spirit. 'He was a 
good man, foll of faith and of the Holy Ghost.' He died 
suddenly on November 15th, 1864, aged seventy-seven 
years. His brother wbo returned with him to England 
had been called to his reward twenty-seven years before. 

SAMUEL NOMINGTON 

W A.S a young minister of great promise, but of b1·ief 
missionary career. He was the son of a worthy and 

respected Wesleyan local preacher in the Keighl~y Circui~. 
Having enjoyed the auvantages of ~he Theolo~rcal Insti-
1 ution for three years, he was admitted on trIRl for the 
ministry in 1861. He entered upon his work as the 
minister of the English congregatio~ in Bangalore with 
great earnestness and zeal, and was highly esteemed and 
verv useful. But his heart was moved by the condition 
of the surrounding heathen, and he increased his labours 
by studying the Cauarese language, in order that he might 
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be able to proclaim therein the good news of salvation. 
It was 'well that it was in his heart' thus to devote him
self to the cause of Christ among the heathen ; but it 
pleased the gre11.t Master to call him to his reward before 
he had had time folly to enter upon the native work. 
His last illness was brief and severe, but he was enabled to 
be11.r a blessed and comforting testimony of the sufficiency 
of Divine grace to sustain and cheer him even in death. 
Some of his 111.st words were, 'I am in Christ, on Christ, 
and going to Christ.' He died in peace at Bangalore, on 
December 12th, 1864, in the twenty-seventh year of his 
age, and the fourth of his ministry. 

GEORGE ELLIDGE, 

ALTHOUGH little known beyond the sphere of his 
own personal acquaintance, was a laborious and suc

cessful missionary for a long series of years. He was born 
in 1798, o.nd con1·erted to God in his youth. After travel
ling two years at home he was appointed to N ewfonndland. 
On various stations in that land he laboured with untiring 
zeal and diligence for twenty-four years. What he passed 
through can be conceived of only by those who have been 
similarly circumstanced in foreign lands. But he 
'endured hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ,' 
thinking it an honour to suffer from cold, privation, and 
weariness for the sake of so good a Master. He possessed 
a remarkably good constitution; but his health at length 
gave wo.y and he was obliged to seek relief in a milder 
clime. Cheered with the thought that his labours in the 
foreign fields had not been in vain in the Lord, in 1848 he 
returned to England and re-entered the home work. 

The remaining pr.riod of his ministry was spent in 
various English Circuits, where he was esteemed for his 
pastoral diligence and kindly disposition. Though he wa~ 
a man of humble gifts, he was exceedingly laborious and 
useful, and in some places, both at home and abroad, the 
fruit of his labours remain to this day. At the Conference 
of 1864 failing health obliged him to retire as a super
numE1rary; but to tha close of his life he cheerfully and 
diligently laboured in the Lord's vineyard as bis strength 

H ;Z 
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would permit. The day 011 which he was seize<l by 
paralysis he had spent, for the most part, in visiting from 
house to house. His illness was of short duration aud of 
such a nature as to preclude the expression of his feelings, 
but he gave assurance by a sign that Christ was precious 
to him. He calmly fell asleep in Jesus at New Bucken
lrnm, on January 25th, 1865, in the sixty-seventh year 
of his age, and the forty-third of his ministry. 

WILLI.AM F. TURTLE, 

A NATIVE of the Bahamas, was the son of an esteemed 
Wesleyan missionary in those isfo.nds. Losing his 

father when young, and his mother also at no distant 
period afterwards, he was placed in circumstances to need 
the guidance of Him who has promised to be the 'Father 
of the fatherless.' Till he had reached his eighteenth 
year, unhappily for him he sought not for Divine directiou, 
but allured by,the world, he lived' without God and without 
hope.' .A.t length, awakened by the death of an intimate 
friend, he yielded to the Spirit's influence, and turned 
from the ways of the ' disobedient to the wisdom of the 
just.' The mantle of his departed father fell upon him, 
and being called to preach the Gospel, be earnestly sought 
to fulfil 'the mini~try which he bad received of the Lord 
Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of God.' This, in 
all godly jealousy, in all tenderness of spirit and gentleness 
of manner with tears, entreaties, and prayers, 'in season 
out of season,' he faithfnlly did for nineteen years. The 
scene of his labour8 was chiefly in the Antigua District; 
and in Nevis, St. Eustatius, and Tortola especially hi,:i 
labours were owned of God to the spiritual good of many. 
He was eminent for his gift of prayer, and for his meek
ness and love, and was highly e9teemed by his brethren in 
t.he ministry, and the people among whom he laboured. 
WLolly resting on the unfailing mercy of God in Christ 
Jesus, he wa,s kept in peace during his la.st affliction, and 
he died as he bad Jived, a faithful servant of the Lord, ou 
February 3rd, 1865, deeply regretted especially by the 
people of Nevis, w l1ere he finished his cou1·se of useful 
lalJour. 
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JAMES CUTHBERT 

WAS n promising young missionary who offered 
his services for Western Africa, and embarked for 

Cape Coast in November, 1864. He was appointed for 
Abbeoknta, but was smitten down with fever before he 
reached his destination. He died in peace at Lagos, on 
February 22nd, 1865. He was a young man of excellent 
spirit, aud during his last brief illness, when sensible, he 
was enabled to ' rejoice in hope of the glory of God,' as 
the following beautiful words which were often on bis lips 
will testify : 

' My Father's house on high, 
Home of my soul I how near, 

At times, to faith's foreseeing eye, 
Thy golden gates appear I' 

CORNELIUS WIJESINGHA, 

THE first pure native Wesleyan minister in India, was 
one of the earliest converts in Ceylon. He was 

brought to a saving knowledge of the truth by a pnpil of 
the Rev. W. M. Harvard, and soon afterwards he was 
appointed master of the English Mission School in 
Colombo. In · the school he was not only useful in im
parting secular instruction, but there is reason to believe 
that he was the me3:ns of leading several of his pupils to 
Christ. In 1819 he was received as an assistant mission
ary, and though often persecuted, he continued his work 
without fear, fully trusting in God. He laboured success
fully for many years on various stations in Ceylon, and 
took an active part in laying the foundation of that work 
which has since proved so prosperous. His entire course 
in the ministry was free from blame, and his life was a 
beautiful example of Christian gentleness and patience. 
In every Circuit in which he was stationed he won the 
affection of his flock, and e,·en heathens acknowledged the 
power of his consistent life. His love for .Methodism, his 
nttachment to his fellow-labourers, and his desire to be 
useful never abated. 

While stationed at Rillegallo Mr. Wijesingha suffered 
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great loss in his family through jungle fever, and from the 
effects of that disease he himself never fully recovered. 
At the beginning of 1865 he was obliged to retire as a 
supernumer:try. At the Jubilee Meeting at Colombo on 
June 29th of that year, he appeared in public for the last 
time, and though in feeble health took part in the services 
connected with the celebration of the fiftieth year of the 
Wesleyan mission in Ceylon. He died the' next day. His 
last petition to the throne of grace in the social circle was 
presented on the morning of the quarterly meeting; and 
he retired from the family altar to tbe chamber of death. 
After forty-five years of active toil for the Master, and 
seventy-one of life on earth, he depaTted to join the 
'assembly and Church of the first-born' above. 

GEORGE MJLLSOM 

ENTERED the ministry in 1839, and after labouring 
for four years in the home work he went as a mission

ary to Jamaica, where he occupied successively various 
stations. With the exception of a short interval during 
which he paid a visit to his native land, he continued his 
faithful labours in the foreign field without interruption 
for twenty-two years, up to the time of his death. Able, 
diligent, and successful, he was hig~ly esteemed by his 
fellow-labourers and by the people of his charge; and his 
noble character and self-denying labours will long be held 
in grateful remembrance by those who came under their 
influence; and it is believed that many of the sable sons 
and daughters of Ham, as well as others of fairer hue, 
will be bis joy and the crown of his rejoicing in the day 
of the Lord. The mission suffered a i;evere loss by his 
unexpected death, which occurred when he appeared to 
be in the prime of life, and in the zeniLh of his usel'ulness. 
He was cut off in the twenty-sixth year of his ministry, 
but he was enabled to triumph in his last brief illness, 
having a blessed hope, through Christ, of everlasting life. 
He passed away, sincerely regretted, at Mount Fletcher, 
Jamaica, on July 5th, 1865, and hi8 fnneral on the follow
ing day was attended by a large concourse of devout 
mourner~, anxious to show their respect for hi:; memory. 
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ROBERT NEWSTEAD. 

FEW men have attained to greater eminence in the 
ministry or the mission field than the Rev. R. New

stead, and bis history is fuU of interest. He was born 
at Howton, St. Peter's, in the county of Norfolk. He was 
converted to God when eighteen years of age, and soon 
he began to preach. He entered the ministry in 1815, 
and the following year he was appointed a missionary to 
the East. He laboured in Ceylon for nine years with 
much success, among the English and the Indo-Portu
guese, into whose language he translated while abroad 
the book of Genesis, the Psalms, and the New Testament, 
and after his return to England, the whole of the Book 
of Common Prayer. The Portuguese hymn book now in 
use in Ceylon was also composed or compiled by him. He 
was the honoured instrument of introducing the know
ledge of Christianity among the natives of the kingdom 
of Kandy. He perse\·ered in his work with unwearied 
diligence, and the fruits of his hallowed toil and sanctified 
genius have ilince appeared in various forms. 

In 1826 he returned to England, where for many years 
he occupied prominent positions of usefulness in London, 
Leeds, Manchester, Liverpool, Bath, Huddersfield, Glas
gow, and other places. In the discharge of his duties as 
a preacher and pastor he was ready for every call, and 
with self-sacrificing devotion, proved himself a genuine 
follower of Christ. In the work of pastoral visitation he 
greatly excelled, not confining his attention to the member8 
of the Society and congregations nuder his care, but with 
singular diligence and perseverance finding out the abode 
of casual hearers, and inviting them to become regular in 
their attendance on public worship. His courtesy of 
manners, bis general intelligence, and his unaffected piety 
corurnanded the respect of all who knew him. His well
stored memory,his ready utterance, and his benevolent heart 
prepared him for the frequent demands made upon bis ser
vices on behalf of various religious and benevolent objects; 
while the liberality of his givings in public and in private 
knew no bounds, except the bounds of his ability. He was 
active and laborious in the circulation of religious tracts, 
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of which l1e wrote not a few. His labours to promote 
the proper observance of the Sabbath will be long remem
bered, a-nd his zeal for the diffusion of the Word of God, 
at home and abroad, in various languages was proverbial. 
The British and Foreign Bible Society found in him a con
f-bnt friend and supporter, and his best services were 
always at the command of tbe friends of foreign missions. 
He was unwearied in bis efforts to spread the Gospel of 
Christ throughout the world. 

In 1861 he was obliged by failing health and advancing 
years to retire as a supernumerary; but he retained bis 
zeal in the cause of Christ to the last. During the illness 
w bich terminated his valuable life he found consolation in 

, reading the Word of God and uniting in the prayers of 
those who came to visit him. For several days before he 
dit>d he spoke but little. His words, wher. he did speak, 
expressed his assurance of the love of God and his perfect 
confidence in Christ. He died in great peace on July 
28th, 1865, in the seventy-seventh year of his age, and the 
fiftieth of his ministry. 

RALPH .ARNOLD 

W AS a native of :Macclesfield. Being favoured with 
a religious training he was the subject of serious 

impressions when quite a youth. In the eighteenth year 
of his age he was converted to God ; and be was thence
forth engaged in various efforts to do good. Having 
laboured for some time as a local preacher he was accepted 
by the Conference of 1857 as a candidate for the ministry, 
and was at once appointed to the West Indies. He 
laboured acceptably for a few years in the islands of St. 
Christopher, Tortola, and Antigua; but in the midst of 
l: is usefulness he was unexpectedly called from the Cbur()h 
militant on earth to the Church triumphant in glory. He 
is described by those wno knew him personally as a man 
uf an humble and unobtrusive spirit, ever esteemi11g others 
!Jetter ihan himself. He was naturally simple and con
fiding, in all things he was scrupulously exact and honour
able, his communion with God was close and constant, 
and in tlie varied relations of life his piety wa.s both seen 
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nnd felt. As a minister he was earnest and devoted, and 
in pastoral work most assidnous. His discourses were 
simple, plain, and evangelical, and were usually delivered 
with power. He ever kept one object in view, the salva
tion of sonls. His last affliction was borne with Christian 
patience and resign~tion. Shortly before his departure 
he touchingly observed, 'I have pointed many poor sinners 
to the Cross of Christ, and God has blessed my poor 
efforts in the conversion of many; but all this would 
avail me nothing if I had not Christ.' As he drew near 
to the eternal world his anticipatiom:1 of its joy were almost 
unbounded. Much of his last night on earth was spent in 
prayer. When asked respecting his confidence in Christ 
and his hope of heaven, be replied, ' I am safe, quite safe ; 
I know in whom I have believed.' In his last moments 
of consciousness he was heard to whisper, 

' He calls a worm His friend, 
He calls Himself my God; 

And He shall save me to the end, 
Through Jesu's blood,' 

often repeating, 'Through Jesu's blood.' He died at 
Basseterre, St. Christopher's, on August llth, 1865, in 
the thirty-fifth year of his age, and the eighth of his 
ministry. 

JAMES EDNEY. 

THE missionary history of the Rev. James Edney is 
marked by many features of more than ordinary inter

est. He was born in the neighbonrhood of Bath in the year 
1799; and his early life was spent amid scenes and circum
stances eminently favonrable to the development of the 
deep piety and ardent zeal which characterised his subse
quent course. At the age of fifteen he was awakened to 
a sense of his state as a sinner under the earnest ministry 
of the Rev. Gideon Ouseley; and, after some months of 
earnest seeking, he obtained an assurance of his acceptance 
with God through the atonement. He soon began to c:tll 
sinners to repentance; and having been called to the foll 
work of the ministry in 1828, he received an appoiutment; 
as a missionary to Jamaica. In that island he laboured 
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with unwearicd zeal and diligence forsixteenyears. Dur
ing that period he witnessed the horrors of slavery, the 
dawn of freedom, and the advent of emancipation. He had 
hiR full share of persecution, as well as of arduous, hallowed 
toil ; bnt his labours ,vere not in vain in the Lord. He 
took a prominent part in laying the foundation of thitt 
work "hich has since become so wide-spread and prosper
ous, and many souls were won to Christ through his 
instrumentality. 

In J 844 he was appointed to Belize, Honduras Bay. 
There he laboured with acceptance and success for three 
years and was much respected by all classes of the com
munity. His health having failed, he returned to England 
in 184i, and after three years spent ir. Cornwall, he was 
appointed as general superintendent of Wesleyan missions 
at Sierra Leone. For that position of honour and respon
sibility be was well adapted; and be managed the affairs 
of the important missions entrusted to his care with singu
lar judgment for six years. In 1856 be returned to 
England with his health considerably impaired ; but he 
remained no longer than was necessary to recruit his 
strength. Returning to the West Indies he laboured in 
the islands of Nevis, Antigua, and St. Kitt's for eight 
years more. On the stalion last named he finished his 
course with joy on August 14th, 1865, in the sixty-sixth 
year of his age, and the thirty-seventh of his ministry • 
.M:r. Edney was a man of an amiable and peaceful disposi
tion, and he succeeded in winning the respect and confi
dence of all who were associated with him. As a minister 
of the Gospel he was characterised by quiet zeal and 
patient perseverance. His preaching was marked by 
affectionate earnestness, and it is believed that many of 
those who were favoured to sit under his instructive 
ministry in the different countries where he laboured, will 
be his joy and the crown of his rejoicing in the day of the 
Lord. 

SAMUEL SIMMONS, 

THE son of the Rev. John Simmons, a devoted Wesleyan 
minister, was born at Poole, in the year 1810, and was 

early trained in the knowledge and fear of God. At tlie 



Samuel Simmons. 107 

age of sixteen his convictions of sin were deep; and, after 
seeking the Lord with great earnestness for about six 
months, he was enabled to rejoice in the a~surance of par
don, He was soon after persuaded that God had called 
him to preach the Gospel. .An advantageous offer being 
made to him for commencing business, he replied, 'I dare 
not do it; I shall never be happy. I cannot think of any
thing but being a missionary.' He entered the mini.~try 
in 1831; and after three years spent in the home work, he 
was appointed to Jamaica. In that island he spent ten 
years, during which he laboured with great zeal, diligence, 
and success. He was highly esteemed by his collea.g-ues 
and the people of his charge, and was made very useful in 
the conversion of sinners and in building up the Church of 
Christ. 

In 1843 Mr. Simmons returned to England, and 
re-entered the home work. In the various Circuits which 
he occupied during the following eighteen years, he wa3 
much respected by his ministerial brethren and the people 
among whom he laboured, and was favoured to see many 
gathered into tl1e fold of Christ through his instrumen
tality. During the last six years of his laboriollS and useful 
life, Mr. Simmons filled the office 0£ governor and chaplain 
of the Wesleyan Collegiate Institution at Taunton. In this 
important position he steadily sought to promote the 
welfare of the pupils, not only furnishing them with the 
leading arguments in defence of revealed truth, but urging 
them to give their hearts to God, that they might realise 
its saving power. In the college, in the family, and in the 
pulpit be exercised a gracious influence over tho~e who 
were placed under his care. His sermons were well 
studied, and generally delivered with power and unction. 
He attended the Conference at Birmingham in 1865, the
services of which were made a, great blessing to hire. 
Immediately after his return home he became ill; and after 
several days of acute suffering he died in peace at Taunton, 
September 2nd, 1865, in the fifty-fifth year of his age ancl 
the thirty.fourth of his ministry. Some of his last words 
were, ' It is all right: God's will is best; I am ou the 
Rock.' In this happy state of mind he passed away to 
be for ever with the Lord. 
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ROBERT YOUNG 

WAS bom at Ryton, in the county of Durham, on 
November 14th, 1796. His parents were devoted 

Methodists, his mother having been converted under the 
ministry of the Rev. John Wesley. From his childhood 
he had deep religious convictions; but he did not yield 
his heart to God until he had arrived at the age of twenty. 
Then, after much distress of mind, and long and earnest 
prayer, he found peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He began at once to work for Christ, and applied 
himself with indefatigable industry to every means of 
mental and religious improvement. Early in the year 
1820, under a strong conviction of duty, he offered himself 
as a missionary; and, having been accepted, on November 
9th in the rnme year be rniled for the 'West Indies. He 
spent six years in Jamaica, and proved him~-elf to be a faith
ful, zealous, and devoted missionary. He was then trans
ferred to Nova Scotia, where he laboured with success for 
four years. On all his foreign stations he- was made 
instrumental in winning souls for Christ; and by his bland 
and affable manner he endeared himself both to the minis
ters and to the people with whom he was associated. 

In 1830 he returned to England and entered the home 
work. For many years he occupied some of the most 
important Circuits in the Connexion, and from, time to time 
he filled the highest office of honour and responsibility to 
which be could be promoted by the suffrages of bis 
brethren. In ev~ry position in which he was placfld, 
whether as the superintendent of a Circuit, the chairman 
of a District, or the president of the Conference, he. acted 
well his part, and won the esteem and confidence of all 
with whom he had to do. His piety was deep and earnest., 
and he liYed in the spirit of continual consecration to God. 
As a preacher he was eminently successful, his ministry being 
characterised by simplicity, clearness, earnestness, and prac
tical appeals to the heart and conscience. The salvation of 
muls was regarded by him as absolutely necessary, and was 
expected with a steadfast faith. His thoughts, plans, and 
public labours were all directed to this end ; and, to a great 
l:xtent, the desire of his heart was granted. 
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From his peculiar fitness for such work, Mr. Youn~ 
was occasionally appointed to special missions. I □ 184:3 
he was sent to Jamaica to investigate and arrange certain 
complicati0ns and difficulties which had occurred among 
the missionaries in that District, and in 1854 he was 
deputed by the British Conference to proceed to Australia 
to assist in making arrangements for the organisation ot 
a separate Conference for that part of the world. On both 
these occasions he discharged his duties with credit to 
himself, and with satisfaction to his brethren. The last 
time I saw him was at the Cape of Good Hope, where he 
called and spent a few days with us very pleasantly when 
on his way to Australia. 

In 1860 Mr. Young had an attack of paralysis, which 
disabled him for public duty, and obliged him to retire as 
a supernumerary. He settled at Truro, where several years 
of weakness and decay preceded his decease. During this 
period he was constantly sustained by the presence, and 
cheered by the consolations of the Holy Spirit. In the 
midst of extreme weakness he would say, 'God is very 
good to me; 1 have no unhappy moments. I am testing 
the truths which I used to preach, and I do not retract 
one of them. I am constantly proving their value; they 
stand by me now.' Full of peace, and hope, and joy, he 
departed this life on November 16th, 1865, in the seven
tieth year of his age, and the forty-sixth of his ministry. 

JAMES HENRY 

W AS a devoted Irish missionary, who for a long time 
laboured very successfully in various destitute and 

neglected parts of his native land, and whose career is 
worthy of a brief record here. His early years were spent 
in Clonmel, where by the blessing of God on the counsels 
and prayers of a pious relative, he was led to the know
ledge of salvation; and by his life, and in the use of the 
appointed means of grace, he gave proof of the genuine
ness of his conversion, and of his thirst for religious know
ledge. In the yea1· 1826 he was accepted as a candidate 
for the Wesleyan ministry and was at once appointed to the 
Donaghadee Circuit. From that time until his laruented 
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(;eath he colltinued with unabated zeal a~d growing efli
ciency to prosecute tbe labours of a missionary minister. 
In the west of Ireland much of his minist,erio,l life was 
spent; and, well fitted for that field of labour by the con
straining power of the love of Christ, by the deep convic
t ion that the Gospel which had saved him could save every 
man, and by his large-hearted, warm, and generous nature, 
be won the confidence of the people, and was successful in 
turning many 'from darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God.' His well-known sympathies with any 
effort for the enlightenment of his Roman Catholic fellow
countrymen led to his being appointed to the Oughterard 
mission in 18G4, and while in charge of that station, he 
fell, not broken down by old age, nor wasted by toil, but 
struck down by disease of the heart, in the midst of 
cherished plans and hopes of future nsefulnesss. In Gal
way, whither he bad gone for medical advice, and where 
the present writer had pleasant fellowship with him many 
years before, be finished his course in peace, on November 
18th, 1865, in the sixty-third year of his age, and the 
fortieth of his ministry. 

SAMUEL SIMONS. 

W HEN God has a work for which He requires special 
agents, He sometimes calls them from quarters 

which appear far from promi~ing in the estimation of 
men. This v, as the case with the Rev. S. Simons. His 
father was a Jew, and he remained ignorant of the 
• tru tb as it is in J esns ' till his seventeenth year, when 
be was brought under Christian influence, and became a 
decided disciple of the Saviour. Having for several years 
served the Church at home in the offices of class leader 
and local preacher, in 1835 he was called to the full work 
of the ministry, and v, as appointed as a missionary to the 
West Indies. On various stations in the Bahamas, and 
Antigua Districts he laboured with zeal, diligence, and 
success for twenty-nine years. During the whole of this 
period he was f~voured wit_h go_o~ general health; and, 
with the exception of a brief v1S1t to England, he was 
neYer absent from the post of duty. His talents were 
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not of a high order; but his deep piety, blameless life, 
ardent zeal for God, and love to the souls of men com
manded general esteem, while his earnest ministration.~ 
were generally acceptable, and in many instances greatly 
blessed in the conversion of sinners and the buildin.{ up 
of believers in the faith of the Go3pel. 

In 1864 he was obHged, by the failure of his health, to 
return to England, and to retire from active labour. The 
change was not productive of much benefit, and he gradually 
grew worse. .After lingering in extreme helplessnes<s 
from paralysis, he died at Helperton, in the Bradford-on
.Avon Circuit, on November 27th, 1865, in the sixty
second year of his age, and the thirty-first of his ministry. 

' Servants of God, well done ! 
Rest from your loved employ; 

The battle fought, the victory won, 
Enter your Master's joy.' 



THIRD SECTION. 

1866-1870. 

DANIEL J.A.111:ES DR.A.PER. 

[r. ~HE name of the Rev. D. J. Draper forcibly reminds 
\.~ , ) us of the affecting manner in which his valuable 
cJS ·~ life was terminated, and of the multifarious 

- dangers to which missionaries arc exposed. He 
was born at Wickham, Hampshire, on August 28th, 1810. 
lri early life be experienced the converting grace of God; 
:rnd his piety, talents, and zeal soon became apparent. 
He was received as a probationer for the ministry at the 
Conference of 1834, and in the following year he was sent 
out to .Australia. He entered upon his work in a manner 
which gave promise of a successful career. Nor were the 
hopes of his friends ancl brethren disappointed. For 
tliirty years he laboured in some of the most important 
Circuits in New South Wales, South Australia, and Vic
toria with unwearied zeal and diligence, and many souls 
were won to Christ through his instrumentality. In each 
of these colonies in succession his pulpit ministrations, 
pastoral attention to the flock of Christ, and genial 
character endeared him to his brethren and to the people 
of his charge. His practical wisdom, enlightened attach
ment to Methodism, and wise administration of discipline 
\\·ell fitted him for the various offices to which he was 
appointed from time to time, by the uu:ffrages of bis 
brethren, including that of president of the .Australian 
Confarence, to which he was elected in 1859. 

Having obtained permission to visit his native land 
in 1864, Mr. Draper was charged with the duties of repre-
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sentative to the British Conference, which assembled 
that year in Birmingham. There I had some pleasant 
intercourse with him. The Conference says of him:
• He won our affection by the frankness of ~is intercourse, 
and commanded our esteem by the ability of his services, 
and by a conspicuous personal work, which made a deep 
impression upon our people.' He was returning to his 
work in Australia, when with his excellent wife, and more 
than 200 fellow-passengers, he sank in a watery grave, 
on January llth, 1866, by the foundering of the steam
ship, London, in the Bay of Biscay. His ministerial 
fidelity and Christian heroism were strikingly evinced 
throughout the dreadful hours which preceded the final 
scene. The survirnrs of the wreck attest that he wa.s 
incessant among the drowning multitude in exhortation 
and prayer; and that he was frequently heard to exclaim, 
' 0 God, may those who are not converted be converted 
now-hundreds of them.' It was thus no doubt his signal 
honour, in the closi1;1g hours of his life, to be the instru
ment of saving many souls who accompanied him to the 
paradise of God, and of furnishing such an evidence of the 
realit.y and power of religion, as has made a deep impres
sion on the minds of ungodly men, and has commanded 
the grateful admiration of the Christian Church through
out the world. 

WILLIAM J. SHREWSBURY 

W .A.l!I born at Deal in the year 1795. He feared God 
from his childhood, but did not receive the assur

ance of adoption till he was eighteen years of age. Having 
been called to the Christian ministry he offered himself 
for the foreign work, and.in 1815 was appointed as a mis
sionary to the West Indies. In the islands of Tortola, 
Grenada, and Barbadoes he labonred with zeal and dili
gence for nine years, amid trials and difficulties such as 
few missionaries have been called to experience. In the 
island last named he suffered severe persecution from the 
interested upholders of slavery. The house in which he 
lived, and the chapel in which he ministered in Bridge 
Town, were pulled down by the ruthless mob; and he was 
obliged to flee for his life with his wife aucl child, and to 

I 
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take refuge on board a ship in Carlisle Bay, till he sailed 
for St. Vincent's. The disgraceful proceedings of the 
opponents of missions in the island of Barbadoes after
wards became the subject of inquiry and examination in 
the British Par1iament, and were severely condemned by 
all classes of the community. 

Soon after his return to England in 1826, Mr. Shrews
bury was appointed to South Africa, where he laboured 
happily and successfully for ten years. Those were years 
of arduous toil and frequent privation, as he was much 
engaged in pioneer work; but he was accustomed to 
speak of it as 'blessed service.' To him was entrusted 
the commencement of the Butterworth station in Kaffo
land, and he exercised over the warlike nations for their 
good, such an influence as bas been wielded by few mission
aries. He took an important part in laying the foundation 
of that work in south-eastern Africa, which has since become 
so extensive and proE>perous; and he was much respected 
both by his ministerial brethren and by the people among 
whom he laboured. Of this fact I can bear my personal 
testimony, having followed him several years afterwards 
on two or three of his foreign stations. 

In 1836 he returned to England and entered the home 
work, and be occupied various Circuits in succession until 
the year 1861, when, owing to growing infirmities, he 
retired as a supernumerary and settled at Bacup. Having 
a vigorous understanding, and being studious in bis habits, 
and diligent in reading, he amassed large stores of Biblical 
and theological knowledge, which were embodied, in his 
published works. His ministry, while it abounded in rich 
expositions of evangelical truth, was exceedingly practical, 
and its blessed effects were powerfully felt and gratefully 
acknowledged by large numbers, path at home and abroad. 
In pastoral work he was exemplary, vi~iting the whole 
flock systematically, and paying special attention to the 
young. His spirituality of mind, conscientious discharge 
uf duty, and fervent zeal for the glory of God and the 
welfare of men commanded the admiration of those who 
were intimately acquainted with him during his long and 
varied course. In his retirement he largely realised the 
precious consolations of the Holy Spirit, and was ever 
ready to assist in the work of the· Lord to the utmost of 
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his ability. His last pnblic effort was to address a mis
sionary meeting in Manchester a few days before he was 
co,lled to his reward. Ripe in grace and ready to depart 
lie died at the house of his son on the Lord's Day, in 
February, 1866, in the seventy-second year of his age and 
the fifty-first of his ministry. 

WILLIAM WALTON,. 

BORN at Stalybridge on December 24th, 1834, was 
left fatherless when only nine years old; bnt his 

widowed mother led him to the house of God, and by her 
judicious firmness and fidelity she exerted a powerful 
inflnence in the formation of his character. When nine
teen· years of age he was deeply convinced of sin; and 
during special services held in Wesley Chapel, Halifax, 
he found peace with God through believing in Jesus. 
Soon afterwards he ielt that he onght to devote himself 
to the work of the ministry, and he eventually offereJ 
himself, without reservation, to be employed as a missionary 
in any part of the world. At the Richmond Theological 
Institution he sought by untiring application to make up 
for the lack of early literary advantages. In 1861 he was 
appointed to a station in North Ceylon, on reaching which, 
in the month of July, he gave himself to his work in the 
true missionary spirit. In the Anglo Vernacular School, 
in the study with his native teacher, and in the streets and 
lanes of Point Pedro, he found abnndant and congenial 
toil. When to the pressnre of the ordinary work of a 

· missionary were added the cares of the office of the 
chairman of the District, he soon began to sink; yet he 
nobly resolved to hold on until relief could be sent. He 
was, however, compelled to leave his station with but a 
faint hope of saving his life by a visit to his native land. 
He sailed to Madras, where he rapidly became worse, and 
where he soon finished his course. Not long before hi,; 
death he exclaimed with emphasis, 

'I the chief of sinners am, 
But Jesus died for me.' 

To questions put to him by his sorrowing wife, he replied, 
I 2 
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'The Spirit comforts me for Jesu's sake; I am going to 
glory.' Thus died this young and promising missionary 
on the morning of March l:lt, 1866, deeply regretted by 
all who knew him. 

WILLIAM D. GOY 

"\VAS born at Fenton, Lincolnshire, in 1792 In early 
life he obtained a clear sense of acceptance with God 

through faith in Jesus Christ. He entered the ministry at 
the Conference of 1817, and was forthwith appointed to 
tL e West Indies. On his first voyage he suffered ship
wreck on the coast of France. He returned to England, 
thankful for the preservation of his life; and, with a 
cournge worthy of the highest commendation, embarked a 
Recond time. By the good providence of God he reached 
!,is destination in safety, and began his labours with a 
pleasing prospect of success. He spent eight years in the 
West Indies, labouring chiefly in Grenada and Trinidad, in 
both of which islands I have heard the old members speak 
of him with affection and respect. 

He returned to England in 1835, and was appointed to 
several Circuits in succession. He was a diligent and 
metbodical- snperintendent · of a Circuit, and an able chair
man of a District. He possessed a vigorous understanding 
and a sound judgment, combined with much amiability of 
disposition. His views of doctrine and discipline were 
clear, and were maintained with kindly firmness. As a 
preacher, be was evangelical, practical, and faithful ; as a 
pastor, conscientious and diligent. It has been said of 
him that 'his character may be well expressed by the 
single word fidelity.' · 

In the year 1863 he was compelled by growing infirmi
ties to retire from the more active duties of the ministry. 
HA continned, however, to render such service to the 
CLurch as his health permitted. His strength gradually 
failed during the last few years of his life, aud, having 
taken a severe cold, he rapidly sank at last; but he 
was graciously sustained by the presence of the Redeemer. 
He died in peace at Dover, on Thursday, April 12th, 1866, 
in the seventy-fourth year of his age, and the forty.ninth 
of his ministry. 



William vVed!ock. I I 7 

WILLIAM WEDLOCK 

W AS born at Helston, on January 21st, 1804. Enjoy
ing the advantage of a godly parentage, he gave his 

heart to God in early life; and experienced that renewing 
power of Divine grace which prApared him for future use
fulness in the Church of Christ. His zeal for God, and 
love for souls soon impelled him to active service in 
the cause of the Redeemer. Having offered himself for 
foreign service, he was appointed in 1828 to Honduras, 
where he laboured for three years with acceptance and 
success. He was then transferred to Jamaica, where he 
spent seven years, and where he would willingly have 

, laboured longer, for he was both happy and useful in his 
work; but he was prevented by one of the most painful 
affi.ictions with which anyone can be visite 1. Whilst on 
his journey homewards after preaching at a distant station 
he became totally blind. The seizure came upon him in 
the form of a sunstroke as he sat in his gig reading a 
book, his negro servant holding the reins and driving 
at, the time. Every effort having failed to restore hi~ 

1 sight, he preached his farewell sermon, took a sorrowfol 
leave of the people, and embarked for his native land, 
without being able to look upon those whom he so dearly 
loved. 

Receiving no benefit as to his sight from medical or 
surgical treatment in England, and enjoying tolerable 
health in other respects, he devoted himself to his minis
terial duties with zeal and diligence, notwithstanding his 
infirmity, and succeeded in surmounting every difficulty. 
With the assistance of the members of his family he 
managed to commit to memory his lessons and hymns, and 
conducteu the public worship of God with great svlemnity, 
invariably preaching with power and unction and to the 
edification of the people. In this way he occupied various 
Circuits in succession, everywhere recommending the 
religion of Christ by his cheerful piety, as well as by his 
energetic preaching. With the aid of kind friends he also 
attended well to the pastoral visitation of his flock, and 
was g"reatly beloved by the people among whom he laboured. 

lp 1865 he became a supernumerary. He fix.ed hi" 
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residence at Sheerness, but did not long survive his retire
ment. During l1is last affliction he enjoyed an uniu
terrupted peace, which often swelled into 'joy unspeakable 
and full of glory.' He exulted in the prospect of 'seeing 
God' in heaven; and just before· his departure he 
exclaimed, 'I shall behold His face in righteousness, and 
be satisfied.' Ho entered into rest on May 5th, 1866, 
i1: the_ s~xty-third year of his age, and the thirty-eighth of 
his mm1stry. · 

WILLIAM: SMITHSON, 

IN common with thousands who have been eminently 
nsefnl in the Church of Christ, was brought to a 

saving krwwledge of the truth in early life, and soon began 
to "·ork for God. Having laboured for some time as 
a useful and acceptable local preacher, he offered himself 
as a candidate for the ministry, and was accepted by the 
Conference of 1825. He had travelled two years in Eng
land when he received au appointment as a missionary to 
British North America, and he sailed for New Brunswick 
about the middle of the year 18~7. For nearly forty 
years he laboured in that province, and in the adjoining 
one of Nova Ecotia, with a zeal and perseverance worthy 
of the highest commendation, occupying some of the most 
important Circuits in both Districts, with credit to himself 
and advantage to the good cause which he served so long 
and so well. During this extended period of missionary 
service, Mr. Smithson had many difficulties to contend 
with, arising from the scattered position of the settlers, 
the rugged character of the roads over which he had 
to travel, and the severity of the clima(e in the winter 
season, to say nothing of t be every-day trials connected 
with evangelistic pioneer work in a new country. But he 
posRessed a degree of Christian courage, humility, and self
denial which fitted him for every emergency; and he had 
1 be pleasure of seeing the work of the Lord prospe1· in his 
hands. On some of his stations he was favoured to wit-
11ess copious outpourings of the Holy Spirit, and the addi
tion of many hopeful converts to the Church of Christ. 
Writing from Annapolis, on April 18th, 1844, he says, 
'God bas favoured us in this Circuit with a powerful and 
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glorious revival of religion. Since I last wrote, we have 
had a revival at the Creek, where I live, and at Granville 
Ferry also, from which we anticipate blessed results.' 

In 1865 Mr. Smithson ftinnd his health so seriously 
impaired by frequent exposure and incessant toil, that he 
was obliged to retire from the full work of the ministry and 
take the position of a supernnmerary. Settling at Fred
ericton, New Brunswick, he hoped to be able to render 
some service to the cause he loved so well for a while 
longer; but this hope was not to be realised. His health 
continued to decline, and he peacefully passed away to his 
eternal rest on May 15th, 1866. 

JAMES ROWDEN, 

BORN at Salisbury in the year 1808, was saviugly con-
verted to God, under the heart-searching ministry of 

the Rev. Isaac Bradnack, when he was about seventeen 
years of age. He soon began to Jabour for the good 
of others as a Sunday-school teacher and local preacher; 
and in 1830 he was accepted as a candidate for .the 
ministry. He offered himself for the foreign work, and 
was appointed to Jamaica. He entered upon his labours 
there during the existence of negro slavery, and when 
g1·eat opposition was manifested towards the missionaries 
and their work. In common with several others he was 
subjected to cruel persecution and suffered bonds and 
imprisonment for the sake of the Gospel. When, how
ever, slavery was at length abolished, no man was more 
generally respected and beloved than he who had been ca.st 
into prison as an evil doer. He was a Christian minister 
of genial temper and kind demeanour, and secured the 
warm affection of many friends. In his several Circuits he 
was a diligent preacher and pastor; to his fellow-labourers 
he was a cheerful and trustworthy colleague; and, in the 
affairs of the District with which he was connected, his 
counsels were safe and judicious. His ministry was very 
successful. He died in peace at Kingston, Jamaica, on 
June 1st, 1866, in the fifty-eight year of bis age, and 
the thirty-sixth of his ministry. By bis decease the mis
sion sustained a great loss, aPd bis death was sincerely 
mourned by a large circle of friends and bretbren. 



120 llfissi'onary JVorthz"es. 
..,,-....,-.....,~...,--,,__,~~~~_,.~,,,,.-/',., 

FRANCIS MORROW 

WAS born in the county of Donegal, Ireland, and 
while yet a youth was brought to a saving know

ledge of the truth through the instrumenfality of the 
Wesleyan ministry. Having offered himself as a candi
date for the sacred office, in the year 1844 he was received 
on trial by the Conference, and appointed to the Erris and 
Achonry mission. For upwards of twenty years he ful
filled the duties of the ministry, which were to a large 
extent of a missionary character, with zeal and fidelity, 
and was greatly beloved in the various Circuits and stations 
which he successively occupied. As a man he was simple, 
unaffected, and transparent-' an Israelite indeed, in whom 
was no guile; ' as a Christian he walked wit.h God, so 
that all who knew him glorified the grace of _God in him; 
as a preacher be was clear, forcible, earnf:st, practical, 
and at times most impressive and effective; and as a 
pastor, wise, tender, faithful, and successful in watching 
O'l'er the lambs and sheep of the flock of Christ corn
mi tted to bis care. He particularly excelled in visiting 
the sick, and in his quiet unostentatious way was made a 
blessing to many. 

Appointed to the Brookborougb Circuit in 1859, and 
the two following years, during the remarkable revivai 
of religion which at that time prevailed in Ulster, Mr. 
Morrow's devotion to the work to which he had conse
crated liis life led him to exertions beyond his strength, 
and his health became seriously impaired. After a year's 
rest bis strength was so far restored that he was enabled 
to undertake the superintendency of the Castlebar Circuit, 
but after awhile, in the latter part of 1865, bis health 
failed again, and he removed to Dublin for medical 
ad vice. It soon became painfully evident that his work 
was done, and that the Master whom be loved so well was 
about to call him home. During his last illness his suffer
ings were at times intense; but patience had its perfect 
work, and no murmur escaped bis lips. To those who 
visited him he frequently expressed bis unwavering con
fidence in the atonement of Christ and his hope of heaven. 
Shortly before bis release be asked for water, and said to 



John Marshal, George Davies. I 2 I 

his beloved partner, 'This here, and the water of life 
yonder ! ' He sweetly fell asleep in Jesus on J 1rne 1 st, 
1866, in the forty-eighth year of his age and the twenty
second of his ministry. 

JOHN MARSHAL, 

QNE of several young missionaries who were sent to 
the West Indies in 1818, when the long-neglected 

negro slaves were beginning to excite an interest among 
British Christians such as bad never been felt before. He 
had only laboured there about two years, however, when 
his health failed, and a change to a colder climate was 
deemed absolutely necessary. He was, cousequently, 
removed to British North America, where he laboured 
with acceptance and success for more than thirty years. 
Nor did he labour in vain or spend bis strength for naught. 
Many of the scattered settlers in Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick, Cape Breton, and Prince Edward's Island, 
were won to Christ through his instrumentality. On all 
the stations which he occupied he was esteemed and lo,ed 
by his brethren in the ministry and the people of his 
charge, and there are people still li.ing in Truro, Newport, 
Winsor, Lunenberg, Halifax, and other places by whom 
he is remembered with sincere affection. In 1851 the 
failure of bis health compelled him to retire from Circuit 
work and become a supernumerary; but as long as be was 
able he took an active p11,rt in the work of God. At length 
his strength totally failed, and after lingering for some 
time he died in peace at Lunenburg, Nova Scotia, on July 
12th, 1864, in the forty-sixth year of his ministry. 

GEORGE DAVIES, 

A PRO:\1ISING young minister, was appointed to 
Western Africa in 1863. His arrival at Cape Coast 

was hailed by the brethren and the native converts with 
gratitude and joy. But he had been only a few months 
in the country when he was prostrated by fever, and so 
serious were the symptoms that an immediate return to 
bis natire land was deemed necessary in order to save his 
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life, and he embarked for Eugland and reached home in 
safety. The change proved beneficial, and for a time his· 
friends entertained the hope that he might ultimately 
recover from the shock which his co·nstitution had received. 
At the Conference of 1865 he had so far recovered his 
health that he was appointed to the Bristol South Circuit, 
and entered upon his work with characteristic zeal and 
earnestness. For a few months he was in 'labours more 
abundant'; but illness overtook him again, and after lin
gering for some months in a state of great weakness and 
suffering, he died at Cardiff on August 3rd, 1866, in the 
twenty-fifth year of his age, exceedingly happy in God. 

WILLIAM FIDLER 

W AS, if I mistake not, a native of Derbyshire. I was 
associated with him in the mission field, and often 

heard him speak of his early experience. He entered the 
ministry in 1824, his first station being in Biabou, in the 
island of St. Vincent. He afterwards laboured in 
Trinidad, Grenada, and Barbadoes, where he proved him
self to be a faithful minister of the Gospel, a strict dis
ciplinarian, and a diligent pastor. In 1838 he returned to 
his native land and entered the home work; but he had 
only spent four years in English Circuits when he volun
teered again for the mission field, and was again appointed 
to the island of St Vincent. On this occasion he spent 
six years in the West Indies, an stations in the island 
just named, and in Dominica and Antigua. He again 
returned to England in 1851, and after that spent six 
years i'n different Circuits chiefly in Devonshire. In 1857 
an experienced missionary being required as chairman of 
the Demerara District, Mr. Fidler once more placed himself 
at the disposal of the missionary committee and left his 
native land for the third time. In the West Indies he 
found a congenial sphere of labour; but the lapse of 
years had told unfavourably on his once vigorons frame. 
He filled up his days, howe,;er, -in holy service such as he 
could perform, until in 186 ,, he found it necessary finally 
to relinquish his labours in the mission field. On leaving 
the West Indies, he took the opportunity on his way home 
of visiting, at his own expense, several of the·)slands 
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in which he felt a deep interest. Soon after h:s arrival a.t 
his home, at Weston-super-Ma.re, he was seized with his 
last illness. He finished his course in peace in August, 
1866, after labouring faithfully and sacce;;sfully in the 
Lord's vineyard for forty-two years. 

ROBERT GILBERT 

WAS born in the county of Suffolk, on September 
. 24th, 1821,. At the age of fourteen he wa.s deeply 

convinced of sin; and after a short period of godly sorrow, 
found 'peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.' 
Having laboured for some time as a local preacher at home, 
at the Conference of 1850 he was received on trial and 
appointed to Sierra Leone. In that unhealthy climate he 
laboured with success for four years. Soon after his return 
to England, his health being somewhat recruited, he em
barked for the West Indies, where he spent ten years. On 
the different stations which he occupied in the Antigua 
District he was much respected and his labours were 
owned by God. At length repeated attacks of tropical 
fever undermined his naturally strong constitution, and he 
returned home in a state of great weakness. Unwilling to 
be entirely laid aside, and hoping soon to receive strength 
from a change of climate, he attempted the work of an 
English Circuit; but his enfeebled health g1·eatly impaired 
the efficiency of his labours. He was a man of sterling 
piety and powerful prayer. His preaching was plain and 
earnest, and was often attended with considerable u action 
and power. While he was attending the Conference at 
Leeds in 1866, his strength entfrely failed, and he returned 
home in a state of great exhaustion. During his brief 
illness he was nnable to converse; but his mind was evi
dently stayed on God. He died at Blandford, on Angusl 
10th, 1866, in the forty-second year of his age, and the 
sixteenth of his ministry. 

WILLIAM COULTAS 

W
AS born at Seamer, Yorkshire, on August 22nd, 
1783. Having given his heart to God in early 

life he joined the Wesleyan Methodist Society in Juue, 
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~801, and soon_ afterwa1•ds became a local preacher, bring-
1 ng to the service a vigorous understanding, and a heart 
full of love for souls. For some years it was deeply 
impressed upon his mind that he was called to be a mis
sionary in the West Indies. His friends urged him, on 
account of certain signs of weakness in his constitution to 
offer himself for the 'home work; but his invariable r;ply 
was, ' No English Circuit for me; I must first preach "the 
Gospel of the grace of God" to the blacks.' According to 
his wish he was sent as a missionary to the West Indies 
in 1810, and laboured there with acceptance and success 
for seven years. The stations which he occupied were 
Nevis, Tortola, Antigua, and St. Vincent's. In all those 
places he was much respected, and his plain and earnest 
ministry was made a blessing to many. Following him in 
after years on some of the stations which he had occupied, 
I heard honourable testimonies borne to his character as 
a faithful, laborious and successful missiouary. 

In 1817 he returned to England with impaired health, 
and the remainder of his long and laborious life was spent 
in the home work. After thirty-four years of active labour 
he retired as a supernumerary, and settled at Southport, 
which had been one of his last Circuits, and where he had 
been made remarkably useful. In comparative retirement 
he laboured to the utmost of his ability for sixteen years, 
taking a lively interest in the progress of Methodism, 
which he had been one of the chief instruments in found
ing in the town. The closing years of his life were passed 
in feeble health and under the cloud of a failing memory. 
But the name of Jesus was always to the very last precious 
to him. He loved his Saviour and trusted Him with the 
simplicity of a little child. The character of Mr. Coultas 
was very distinctly marked; he had a resolute will and 
strong passions, which required the control of much grace, 
wllich Le never sought in vain. His manner was some
times rugged; but his heart was always honest; and hi3 
memory will long be honoured by many who forget his 
minor eccentricities, and who call to mind only his life
long fidelity to the Gospel of Christ. He died in peace at 
Southport, on August 19th, 1866, in the eighty-third yeal' 
of his age, and the fifty-sixth of his ministry. 
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JONATHAN EDMONDSON, 

A NATIVE of Keighley, in Yorkshire, was the nephew 
of an honoured and eminent Wesleyan minister of 

the same name. He was converted to God in early life 
and at once gave himself to study with a view to the 
Christian ministry, to which be believed tbe Lord would 
call him. Having exercised bis gifts for some time as a 
local preacher, he was accepted by the Conference of 1821 
and appointed to the West Indies. He laboured for eleven 
years in the St. Vincent's and Demerara Districts, where 
I have heard the old people speak of him with much a:ffec. 
tion. He returne<l to England in 1833, and after one year 
spent at home was sent to Jamaica, where he continued to 
labour with zeal and diligence until within a short time of 
his death. In 1835 he was appointed as chairman and 
general superintendent of the District. During the pro
tracted term of his official service, many difficulties 
incident to his position called for the exercise of more than 
ordinary discretion and of unswerving fidelity ; but he 
zealously and faithfully performed the task assigned to 
him, and was highly esteemed by persons of various 
opinions. As he advanced in years he suffered from many 
infirmities; but though the approach of death was gradual, 
his course ended somewhat abruptly. His end was peace, 
and his removal was mourned by many both within and 
beyond the pale of his own religious community. He died at 
Kingston, ou An.gust 23rd, 1866, in the sixty-eighth year 
of his age, and the forty-fifth of his ministry. 

EDWIN HILLIER 

W AS born in Dorchester on January 17th, 1835. 
Favoured with pious parents, he was, in answer to 

their prayers, converted to God in early life, and soon 
began to call sinners to repentance. In 1857 he was 
accepted as a candidate for the ministry and admitted to 
the Theological Institution at Richmond, where he spent 
three years. Having offered himself for the foreign work, 
in 1860 he was appointed to South Africa, his first station 
'being King William's Town. There be was exposed to 
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much fatigue and privation which resulted in severe 
indisposition. On his removal to the Annshaw Circuit, 
his bealt.b being somewhat improved, he succeeded in 
acquiring a considerable knowledge of the Kaffir language, 
and of the customs of the people, and proved himself by 
his opposition to all heathenish practices a faithful guardian 
of the purity of the Church. About five months before his 
death he was brought to enjoy the blessing of perfect love, 
and gave himself up afresh to his sacred work. His preach
ing was now with the 'demonstration of the Spirit' and 
with power; so that scores of persons were converted under 
it; and the Head of the Church appeared to be qualifying 
him for still more extensive usefulness. But the event 
showed that He was thus making him 'meet for the 
inheritance of the saints in light.' He was visited with 
sickness, as he had been before ; and this time the attack 
proved fatal, notwithstanding every effort to save him. His 
extreme weakness prevented him from saying more than a 
few words to bis family during his last hours; but, having 
commended his wife and children to God, he died express
ing his confidence in Christ alone, on October 23rd, 1866. 

JOHN MITCHIL 

W AS born at Loughborough on August 9th, 1839. His 
parents were devoted Christians, and brought him 

up 'in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.' When 
about twelve years of age he was deeply impressed with 
thouabts of God and heaven by reading the Life of Mrs. 
Fletc/1.er. It was not, however, till about seven years later 
i.bat he sought in earnest the salvation of his soul, and 
obtained' peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.' 
He now began to labour for the benefit of others; and, 
believincr himself to be called of God to the work, he offered 
himself ~s a candidate for the ministry, and was accepted 
by the Conference of 1861. After two years spent at Dids
bury College, where he won the esteem and confidence of 
both tutor:s and students, be was appointed to Ceylon. Hi1:1 
voyage was long and perilous; and it yvas n~t u!1til the 
month of May, 1864, that he reached his destrnat10n and 
entered upon his duties by taking charge of the educational 
department of the work at Jaffna. He was apt to teach, 
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a.nd loved the work, and it was hoped that he would have a 
long and useful career in labours for which he appeared 
well fitted. But his race was soon run. He was only 
permitted to occupy his station for about two years and a 
half; but the influence which he exercised during that 
period will long be remembered by those who were com
mitted to hiirnbarge. The vigorous understanding and sound 
learning which he possessed were subordinate to one most 
prominent feature of his character-love. His useful life 
was suddenly cut short by an attack of cholera. After two 
days' illness he died at the Mission House, J affna, on 
November 7th, 1866. Shortly before he died he said, 'I 
am going to Jesus. I am perfectly happy. I have perfect 
peace. I have no fear. "Let me die the death of the 
righteous, and let my last end be like his." ' 

JOHN LEWIS 

W .AS born near Holyhead, on April 23rd, 1788. When 
twenty-one years of age he was deeply convinced of 

sin, and at the first class meeting he attended, he found 
'peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.' In 
1814 he was accepted as a candidate for the ministry; and, 
having offered himself for the foreign work, he was 
at once appointed to Newfoundland, where he spent six 
years, labouring with indefatigable zeal and diligence, and 
'enduring hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.' 
The character of his work and the manner in which 
he prosecuted it, will appear from the following brieE 
extract from one of his letters written on July 1st, 1816 :
' 'fhe winter is so cold that the people cannot well attend 
the means of grace ; and the summer is short, and they 
have then to provide for the whole year. They work hard 
both night and day; nor is the Sabbath everywhere 
regarded, but greatly profaned by their employers in 
curing fish, and in resorting to the merchants' stores, for 
what they want to purchase. But where our missionaries 
have extended their labours, these practices have been 
done away among Protestants. On the Sabbath I have 
four public services to attend, and I spend three hours 
and a half in the school, and meet the class by night. l 
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nm nlmost worn out, but it is in the cause of God, in which 
1 desire to spend and be spent, 1 Liess God I feel my soul 
cngnged in His work. I am quite at home in this inhos
pitable clime, although the privations under which I 
labour are very great.; some of them may be removed and 
others cannot.' 

After his return home Mr. Lewis laboured for thirty. 
five years in different Circuits in England and in the Zet
land Isles. In the place last named especially he is still 
remembered by many with sincere affection; and in all his 
Circuits he was unwearied in his efforts to do good. 
In 1855 increasing infirmities led him to retire as a super
numerary. For six years he resided at Barningham, in 
the Barnard Castle Circuit, where he undertook certain 
pastoral duties, and laboured to the ut,most of his strength. 
He then removed to Nottingham where he ended his days, 
and where he continued almost to the last, to visit the sick 
and perform other light pastoral duties as his strength 
would permit. His last day on earth waB the Sabbath : on 
that day, after long silence through feebleness, he preached 
twice, with much freedom and unction; but during the 
night he was seized with Asiatic cholera, and in a few 
l1ours exchanged mortality for life. But he had long been 
ready ; his confidence was strong; and al~ost his last 
words were, 'It is the Lord; let Him do what seemeth 
Him good.' He died at Nottingham, on October 22nd, 
1866, in: the seventy-ninth year of his age, and the fifty
third of his ministry. 

SAMUEL BURRELL 

W AS born at Edmonton, Middlesex, August 17th, 
1820. Having the advantage of a godly parentage, 

his home-training was good; and when a child he was so 
impressed with the necessity and importance of religion, 
that he often retired for the purpose of prayer and reading 
the Holy Scriptures. When about seventeen years of 
age he was deeply convinced of sin ; and at the sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, administered by the Rev. John 
Farrar, he was enabled to believe in Christ as his Saviour, 
and found peace with God. .Although so young he soon 
Legan to call sinners to repentance; and it became mani-
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fest that a wider sphere of nsefolness lay before him. 
Having offered him11elf and been accepted as a candidate 
for the Wesleyan ministry he was sent to Richmond 
College, where he spent three years in euccessful study, 
his profiting appearing to all. 

At the Conference of 1846, Mr. Burrell was appointed 
as a missionary to Jamaica, for which place he immediately 
embarked. The passage out was both quick and pleasant. 
The devoted young missionary was politely requested by 
the captain of the steamer to conduct Divine service on 
board, and in a letter written on September 7th, about a 
week after his arrival at Kingston,, he made pleasant men
t.ion of this circumstance, as well as of his having called at 
Madeira, Barbadoes, and Grenada, where he spent a few 
happy hours with the Rev. James Bickford and other mis
sionaries. In the same communication he makes the 
following remarks on his first impressions of mission work 
in the West Indies:-' I have had several opportnnities of 
proclaiming the word of life, and of attending other 
means of grace. The state of our Societies fills my heart 
with joy. When I look upon the substantial and commo
dious chapels raised here, the triumphs of grace in so 
many hearts, and the spirit of hearing manifested, I 
am constrained to exclaim with astonishment-" What 
bath God wrought!" I am truly thankful that I am here. 
I feel unwol'thy of my present position, but am resolved 
by God's grace to conseci·ate all my redeemed energies to 
His work, and to live alone to His glory.' 

In this spirit Mr. Burrell spent fourteen years of happy 
and useful missionary labour in Jamaica, highly respected 
and much beloved both by his colleagues a.nd the people 
among whom his lot was cast. Returning to England in 
1860, with his health considerably impaired, he thenceforth 
laboured in the home work, approving himself as a faithful 
minister of J·esus Christ in the respective Circuits which 
he occupied. 'l'o preach the Gospel was his great de
light, and he was often depressed because his declining 
health rendered him unable to engage in this service more 
frequently. He was of a. kind and genial spirit, and 
endeared himself to all who bad the privilege of bis 
acquaintance. Although he bad been unwell some clR,ys 
before his death, yet his end was not expected. His lash 

K 
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hours were eminently peaceful, and his expressions those 
of confidence in Christ. He died at Thetford, May 13th, 
1867, in the forty-seventh year of his age, and the twenty
second of his ministry. 

SAMUEL BROADBENT, 

BORN at Baistow, near Halifax, Yorkshire, was con-
verted to God in early life ; and, being a diligent stu

dent of Scripture, he made considerable proficiency iu 
religious knowledge, and thus laid the foundation of bis 
future usefulness. Constrained by the love of Christ, he 
began to call sinners to repentance, and some of his first 
efforts were successfnl in leading men to the Saviour. 
Having been called to the full work of the ministry, 
in ] 815 he received an appointment as a missionary to 
Ceylon, where he laboured for five years with zeal and 
diligence. In 1820, be was transferred t') South Africa 
on account of the failure of his health. There he tra
velled extensively in the interior, and took an active part 
in laying the foundation of that work in the Bechuana 
country which has since become so prosperous. In moving 
about from place to place, in consequence of wars and 
rumours of wars, he was exposed to many dangers and 
privations, an African wagon being his only dwelling
place for months together. After six years of incessant 
toil and exposure, his health having failed again, he was 
obliged to return to his native land. 

Having recovered his health somewhat, he entered the 
home work in 1827; nnd for thirty-six years he exercised 
his ministry in various Circuits in England, with credit to 
himself and advantage to the people among whom he 
laboured. In 1836 he became a supernumerary, and 
settled at Lytham, where be took charge of a class, 
preached occasionally, and engage~ in other pastoral 
duties, so far as strength would permit. He was an able 
minister of the New Testament, and studied to show him
self 'approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.' During 
his last illness his mind was kept in perfect peace. He 
frequently said, 'Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly!' 
adding, 'Not my will, but Thine be done.' Addressing a 
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minister who visited him, and holding out his hand, 
and pointing upwards, he observed, 'I see the port just 
before me; I am very near it, and ready to enter in.' And 
j,ust before he expired he said, 'Jesus is with me; He 
never leaves me for a moment.' In this happy state 
he passed away to his reward in heaven, on Monday, June 
3rd, 1867, in the seventy-third year of bis age, and the 
fifty-second of his ministry. 

WILLIAM HORTON 

W AS born at Louth, Lincolnshire, in the year 1800. 
His father and mother were consistent Methodists, 

and for many years zealous and successful class leaders. 
At the age of eighteen, under the ministry of the Rev. 
Thomas Galland, Mr. Horton was awakened to a sense of 
his sins, joined the Wesleyan Society, and soon found 
'peace with God.' Having exercised his gifts for some 
time as a local preacher, in the year 1820 he was accepted 
by the Conference as a candidate fo1; the ministry, and 
soon afterwards embarked for the South Seas, being one 
of the youthful band which accompanied the Rev. Samuel 
Leigh upon revisiting the scenes of his successful toil. He 
commenced his missionary labours in Hobart Town, Tas
mania, among a population most deeply degraded and 
vehemently opposed to all evangelical agency. After 
much opposition he gathered a congregation, organised a 
Society, and founded the first Sunday-school in the island. 
After four years of successful toil he was transferred 
to New South Wales, where he laboured chiefly in the 
Sydney and Windsor Circuits1 for five years. On each 
station which he occupied he won the affection and esteem 
of his ministerial brethren and of the people committed 
to his pastoral care. 

In 1829 Mr. Horton returned to England and entered 
the home work, and for twenty-three years occupied 
various important Circuits in England and Scotland. In 
some of his Circuits he was favoured to witness gracious 
revivals of religion, his preaching being often accompanied 
with the ~nction of the Holy Ghost. Severe affliction 
rendered it necessary for him to retire from the itinerancy 
in 1852, and for some years he resided in the Great Queeu 
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Street Circuit, London, delighting to preach as his l1erllth 
permitted. His death was sudden. For some months pre
viously it was obvious to his friends that the Spirit of God 
was preparing him for the great change. During a pro
tracted period of pain, weakness, and weariness, his 
patience was perfected, and his expressions of confidence 
in Christ were unwavering and cheering. He died in 
peace on Tuesday, J uue 18th, 1867, in the sixty-seventh 
~·ear of his age, and the forty-seventh of his minist,ry. 
His chara,cter was marked by great decision. He was 
cautions, conscientious, and straightforward. · His elocu
tion, though deliberate, was clear, earnest, and effective. 
His sermons, always carefully prepared, were perspicuous 
in style, orderly in arrangement, accurate in diction, and 
g-enerally delivered with much fervour. The blessing of 
God attended his ministry, and the effects of it were seen 
after many days. 

DANIEL DE PEREIRA, 

Q NE of the earliest converts to Christianity in India, 
was an intelligent native minister, whose histo1·y is 

interesting, as showing the blessed results of missionary 
labour in heathen lands. He was born at Colombo, in the 
island of Ceylon, and was brought to a saving knowledge 
of the truth under the ministry of the Rev. W. M. Har. 
vard, one of the first band of Wesleyan missionaries sent 
to that country. For some time he was employed as a 
schoolmaster; but in 1826 he was set apart for the 
ministry, having previously rendered valuable assistance 
to the Rev. R. Newstead in the establishment of an out
station in the Negombo Circuit. He was, moreover, the 
honoured instrument in the hands of God in the introduc
tion of Christianity into the western portion of the 
interior province of the island, soon after the deposition of 
the king of Kandy. He possessed much natural earnest
ness and exerted great influence with his own countrymen, 
as well as with the European residents in the colony. 
Nor was bis ministry without some features of special 
excellency. His sermons were characterised by faith
fulness and simplicity; he was firm in the exercise of dis
cipline; and, until a late period of his life, his labours on 
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behalf of the mi~sion were zealou9ly continued. On more 
than one occasion he remained at his post of duty when 
jungle-fever was depopulating the district around him. 
At length his health and strength entirely failed, and 
he was no longer able to discharge his ministerial duties. 
During bis last illness he expressed great confidence in 
God, and died in peace on June 27th, 1867, in the seventy
sixth year of his age. 

GEORGE JACKSON 

W AS born at Wakefield, Yorkshire, on March 3rd, 
1792. He was converted to God in early life 

through the instrumentality of the ministry of the New 
Connexion, but he soon after joined the old Methodists. 
In 1816 he received an appointment as a missionary to the 
West Indies, where he spent five years. The stations 
which he occupied were St. Vincent's and Tortola, where 
his zealous ministry was owned of God in the con,ersion 
of many. In 1821, his health having failed, he was trans
ferred to British North America. There he spent eight 
years, chiefly in New Brunswick and Prince Ed ward's 
Island, and would gladly have remained longer, but the 
delicate state of his health was unequal to the claims 
made upon him in that rigorous climate. 

In 1829 he returned to England, and, after resting for 
a year or two entered the home work. For thirty-two 
years he exercised a profitable ministry in this country, 
occupying various important Circuits with credit to him
self and advantage to the cause in which he was engaged. 
He was a man of sound and intelligent piety. He was 
fully devoted to his work, every department of which 
engaged bis earnest attention. Great pains were taken by 
him to make his expositions of the Word comprehensive 
and faithful, and he administered discipline with fidelity. 
He studied theology with a rare diligence. Though he 
was a devoted Methodist preacher, his spirit was catholic; 
and his memory is cherished 011 both sides of the Atlantic 
with affection and esteem. In lE-63 increasing infirmities 
obliged hi.m to become a supernumerary. For some time 
he resided at Leam1ngton, and afterwards at \V okiugham, 
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in the Reading Circuit, in both places exerting himself to 
the utmost of his strength ,in preaching, and in attending 
to ~he_ sick and the young. His last long and depressing 
aflhct10n was borne with Christian submission to the will 
of God. 'I know whom I have believed,' was his constant 
watchword, until a peaceful death released him from his 
sufferings. He died on July 9th, 1867, in the seventy
sixth year of his age, and the fifty-first of his ministry. 

THOMAS BAKER 

WAS born at Playdon, in Sussex, on February 6th, 
1832. When he was about eight. years of age his 

parents emigrated with their family to Australia. Drawn 
by the love of singing to a Wesleyan chapel in Sydney 
whilst he was still a youth, Thomas came under th~ 
influence of the Gospel, which proved the power of God 
to his salvation. He had no sooner been con,,inced of sin 
and sought and found acceptance_ with God through faith 
in Christ, than he joined the Methodist Church, of which 
be was ever afterwards a useful and consistent member. 
His steady piety and ardent zeal soon justified his employ
ment as a class leader and local preacher. In the year 
1859 he was received as a candidate for the full work 
of the ministry; and, in accordance with his own wishes, 
be was appointed as a missionary to Fiji. In company 
with the Rev. Joseph Watsford and others, he reached his 
new field of labour in the month of April, and so dili
gently did he apply himself to the aquisition of the Ian. 
guage, that before the end of the year he was able to 
preach the Gospel to the natives in their own tongue. 

Mr. Baker had laboured with energy, zeal, and success 
in the Bau, Cakandrovi, Bna, and Rewa Circuits for about 
eight years, when the tragic event occurred which brought 
his useful_life to an untimely end. Having often expressed 
a desire to be stationed where he might do pioneer work, he 
was greatly delighted with his appointment to Rewa, the 
last Circuit that he was permitted to occupy. He regu
larly visited the heathen tribes within his reach, and 
sought by all possible means to win them over to the ser
vice of the true and living God. On July 13th, 1867, he 
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left his homo on a missionary tour among some of the 
native towns which had recently embraced Christianity; 
and, having accomplished bis immediate object, he deter
mined to go to the heathen beyond. He reached N avosa 
on Saturday the 20th, and on the following morning, 
while marching out of the place, he and his party were 
assailed by a host of cannibal heathens, and brutally 
murdered. Thus ended the devoted life and labours of 
this heroic and zealous missionary, in the thirty-sixth year 
of his age, and the ninth of his ministry. 

THOMAS ANGWIN 

W AS a young missionary, who, having been received 
by the Wesleyan Conference of 1853, embarked for 

New South Wales on January 23rd, 1854, in company with 
the Rev. James and Mrs. Bickford and six other young 
men bound on the same blessed e1·rand. The party arrived 
in safety at Sydney on May 2nd, where they separated 
after a pleasant passage, to commence their labours on 
their respective stations. Mr. Angwin's first appointment 
was to the Paramatta Circuit, where he laboured for about 
two years with much acceptance, being greatly beloved by 
his brethren in the ministry_ and the people of his charge. 
He was subsequently appornted to Gou.lburn, Bathurst, 
Orange, Mudgee, and Kiwa in succession, and it is believed 
that his ministry was made a blessing to many on every 
station which he occupied. Being in the prime of life, 
his friends anticipated for him a long and successful 
career of usefulness, but it was otherwise arranged by the 
Lord of the harvest, who saw fit to call His faithful servant 
to rest from his labours before the eventide came. Whilst 
hard at work in the Kiwa Circuit his health seriously 
failed, and be was obliged to retire as a supernumerary. 
Instead of regaining his health by taking a little rest, as 
was at first anticipated, he became worse, and gradually 
sank to rise no more. He died in peace at Mudgee, firmly 
trusting in the merits of the Redeemer, on August 1st, 
1867, in the fourteenth year of his n:iinistry, sincerely 
regretted by his brethren and friends, and especially by 
those who had been brought to God through his instru
mentality. 
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JOHN BROWN 

EARNED for himself a name which will long live in 
the memory of those who were personally acquainted 

with him. He was admitted to the ranks of the Wesleyan 
ministry in 1807; and, after labouring in English Circuits 
for nine years, he offered himself for the foreign work. 
Having acquired a tolerable knowledge of the French 
language he was deemed a competent person to commence 
a mission in the island of St. Domingo, where the people 
had secured their independence and established a govern
ment as the Haytiau Republic. He was accordingly 
appointed to that service, and in 1816, in company with 
the Rev. James Catts, he left his native land for his 
distant and untried sphere of labour. Mr. Brown was 
well fitted in every respect for the work to which he was 
designated, and he entered upon it in the true missionary 
spirit, and for a time discharged his duties with diligence 
and success; but he had scarcely laboured three years in 
St. Domingo when he and his colleague were compelled 
to leave the country in consequence of the riotous oppo
sition of the nativEs, instigated by the Romish priesthood, 
the feeble repnblican government being unable to afford them 
protection. This was a cause of great pain to the devoted 
missionary, especially as he had witnessed some fruit of 
his labour, and felt confident that ultimate success would 
ha,·e crowned his efforts, and those of his devoted com
panion, if they had been allowed to prosecute them in 
peace and quietness. 

On returning to his native land Mr. Brown re-entered 
the home work, and for many years occupied important 
Circuits in England and in the Channel Isles, in all of 
which he commanded a high degree of respect both by his 
preaching and example. His habits were modest and 
retiring ; his spirit peaceful and benevolent; his pastoral 
oversight of the Societies vigilant, kind, and faithful ; his 
sermons instructive and edifying, being prepared with 
great care, and delivered with earnestness and warmth 
of feeling. In 1854 he was obliged to retire as a super
numerary and settled in London; but, when no longer 
able to occupy the pulpit, in consequeuce of his physical 
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weakness, he made diligent nse of his pen, and con
tributed largely to the magazines and other periodicals. 
As he approached the close of life he often expressed in a 
very feeling manner the sense he entertained of his un wor
thiness before God, and his entire reliance upon Christ as 
the sacrifice for his sin and as his Advocate in heaven. 
Feeling his strength rapidly decline, he took a solemn 
leave of his family, praying for them by name, and laying 
his hands upon the head of each. He then requested that, 
if it were the Lord's will, he might be spared a painful 
death. In this respect his prayer was answered; for he 
gradually sank into a state of insensibility; and in this 
state be expired at his. residence in Chelsea, on August 
11th, 1867, in the eighty-second year of his a6e, and the 
sixtieth of his ministry. 

THOMAS RICHA.RD3ON 

W AS a native of Lancaster. His first religions im
pressions were due to the faithful ministrations of 

an evangelical clergyman of the Church of England ; but 
it was not until he had joined the Wesleyan Methodist 
Society that he received the knowledge of salvation by the 
remission of sins. He began to preach in 1824, and for 
some time laboured as a local preacher in his native 
Circuit. In 1830 he removed to Leeds, and three years 
afterwards he was received on probation by the Conference. 
His first Circuit was Carlisle ; but, having offered himself 
for the foreign work, in 183i. he was sent out to the 
Bermudas, where he spent four years. His health failing 
he returned home in 1838 ; and during the following 
fifteen years he was stationed in various English Circuits. 
In 1853 disease entirely unfitted him for the full work of 
the ministry, and he retired as a supernumerary. He 
settled in his native town where he preached occasionally 
as his strength would permit. It is recorded of him that 
' his sermons we1·e carefully prepared and were thoroughly 
Scriptural.' His last affliction was attended with much 
physical prostration and suffering; but he was graciously 
supported. On the day of his death, when visited by the 
superintendent minister, he said to him: ' I know whom I 
have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep 
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that which I have committed unto Him against that day.' 
He died on December 17th, 1867, in the sixty-third year of 
his age, and the thirty-fifth of his ministry. 

JOHN BOYD, 

BORN at Douglas, Isle of Man, in the year 1796, was 
converted to God in early life, and in 1822 he was 

received by the Conference as a probationer for the 
ministry. Having offered himself for the foreign work, 
he was at once sent out to Newfoundland. In that in
hospitable climate he toiled with indefatig11ble zeal and 
diligence for ten years, being often exposed to great hard
ships and privations, which he cheerfully endured that he 
might win sonls for Christ. In 1832 he returned to 
England and entered the home work,-iu which he occu
pied various Circuits in different parts of the kingdom for 
twenty.two years. The failure of his health then obliged. 
him to retire from Circuit work, and in 1864 he became a 
supernumerary. It was believed by his friends that this 
event was hastened by his excessive toil in relieving the 
distress in the Glossop Circuit, caused by the cotton 
famine. He was a man of simple and guileless character, 
and exemplary devotion to the service of God. His 
preaching was plain, practical, and earnest, and successful 
in the conversion of many. In the administration of 
Church affairs he conducted himself before all with affec
tionate firmness and great prudence. Having served his 
generation by the will of God, he said, after a short illness, 
'Blessed Jesus, help me now!' and so fell asleep. He 
died in peace at Lynn, in the Warrington Circuit, on 
January 15th, 1868, in the seventy-second year of his age, 
and the forty-sixth of his ministry. 

THOMAS JENKINS 

W AS of Welsh parentage. While yet a youth, he, 
in 1820, accompanied a party of emigrants who 

fonnded the British settlement on the borders of Kaffraria 
in Southern Africa. He was converted to God during a 
revival of religion at Salem, and soon became an active 
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and consistent member of the Wesleyan Methodist Society. 
After giving satisfactory evidence of true piety and zeal 
for some time, he was employed as an assistant on one of 
the mission stations in the interior. In this subordinate 
capacity he gave great satisfaction, aud his ready acquisi
tion of the Kaffir language and other valuable qualifica
tions for the sacred office led to his being recommendP-d 
to the Conference as a candidate for the full work of the 
minist.ry. This was in 1832, and he was thenceforth recog
nised as a regular missionary. His subsequent course 
justified and confirmed the belief of his friends and 
brethren that he was providentially directed to this import
ant work. He acquired and exercised a powerful and 
salutary influence over the great chief Faka, and for many 
years discharged his duties with much efficiency in the 
large tribe of Amampondo Kaffirs, with which he was 
stationed. He was devout, humble, happy, and consistent 
as a Christian ; and as a missionary, self-denying, zealous, 
and successful. He was the means of winning many to 
Christ, and of raising the natives under his care in the 
scale of civilisation and social comfort. At length his 
health failed, and he appeared fairly worn out with arduous 
labours. His death was peaceful; and his love to the 
native Church found expression in his dying moments by 
the request that the funeral service at his grave might be 
read in the Kaffir language. He died at his station in the 
Amampondo country, on March i:lnd, 1868, and was deeply 
regretted by his brethren in the ministry, and the native 
Africans among whom he had laboured. 

EDWARD EDWARDS 

WAS born in Kent, in the year 1793. When he was 
about seventeen years of age a circumstance occurred 

which deeply impressed his mind, and ultimately led to 
his conversion, as well as to his connection with the 
Wesleyan Methodist Society. This was the sudden death, 
by drowning, of his yo1Jngest and beloved brother, under 
circumstances truly affecting. Believing himself to be 
called of God to preach the Gospel, Mr. Edwards exercised 
hiR gifts for some time as a local preacher in the neighbour
hood of Chatham, and in the year 1817 was accepted as a 
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candidate for the Wesleyan ministry. Having offered 
himself for the foreign work, he was appointed to Southern 
Africa, and proceeded at once to the Cape of Good Hope, 
as the colleague of the Rev. Barnabas Shaw, who had 
pommenced a mission the year before in Little Namaqua
laud. He landed at Cape Town on January 14th, 1817; 
and finding no wagon prepared to convey him to his distant 
interior station, be performed the astonishing feat, for a 
stranger, of travelling the journey of nearly 400 miles Oil 

horseba{)k. On reaching Lily Fountain, Khamiesberg, 
he met with a cordial reception from Mr. Shaw and his 
couverted Namaquas, and commenced his labours with a 
zeal and an earnestness which gave promise of a successful 
career. Nor did this promise fail. F'or more than fifty 
years Mr. Edwards continued his evangelical labours in 
Southern Africa with a devotedness worthy of the highest 
commendation. These years were spent in the Bechuana 
country, Kaffraria, N amaqualand, Cradock's-Kloof, 
Somerset West, and Stellenbosch, near Cape Town. .At 
all the places he proved himself to be a faithful, industrious, 
and persevering missionary. Having been for ten years 
happily associated with him in missionary labour I can 
testify of his many excellencies and, I doubt not, that he 
was the honoured instrument of winning many souls to 
Christ, nnd of building up the native Churches which he 
organised in the faith and hope of the Gospel. 

At length, under the pressure of age and increasing 
infirmities, he was obliged reluctantly to become a super
numerary. He settled at Stellenbosch, where he was 
ever ready to assist in the work of the Lord to the utmost 
of his strength. In the month of March, 1868, he paid 
a long-contemplated visit to his daughter and son-in-law 
at Mowbray, and whilst there he was seized with illnesf!, 
which proved fatal. In prospect of death he partook 
once more of the sacrament of the Lord's Supper; and 
having expressed his unwavering confidence in the atone
ment, saying, ' Christ is precious to me: there is none 
besides, but He is all-sufficient,' he passed away to his 
eternal rest. He died on April 6th, 1868, in the seventy
fifth year of his age, and the fifty-first of his ministry, 
a noble instance of entire devotedness to the missionary 
enterprise. 
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ROBERT SPENCE HARDY. 

FEW missionaries have earned for themselves a better 
reputation than the Rev. R. S. Hardy. He was born 

at Preston, in Lancashire, on July 1st, 1803. He was 
favonred with a godly training, and when about sixteen 
years of age he was sent to reside in the house of his 
maternal grandfather, Mr. Robert Spence, a printer and 
bookseller in the city of York. While under the care of 
that eminent Christian, who was a successful class.leader 
and local preacher, he soon was convinced of his sinful 
state, was introduced into the Methodist Society, and 
found peace in believing, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The earnest character of his religion was immediately 
manifested by efforts to preach Christ, and especially by 
an ardent desire to preach Him among the heathen. Dr. 
Coke, in one of his visits to York, was entertained at the 
house of Mr. Spence; he became deeply interested in young 
Hardy, and, laying his hand on his head, solemnly prayed 
that God would make him a missionary, a prayer which 
was speedily answered. He entered the Christian ministry 
in 18~5, and on April 10th in the same year was ordained 
at Portsmouth by the Revs. Richard Watson, George 
Morley, and John Mason. The next day he embarked for 
Ceylon, in company with the Rev. Benjamin Clough, who 
had been appointed a second time to that island. He 
entered upon bis work in the mission field iu a spirit 
and in a manner full of promise for the future. In his 
efforts to turn men from sin to holiness he was earnest and 
faithful, often undertaking long journeys on foot, in order 
to reach portions of the population not otherwise access
ible, and his preaching was owned of God in the conver
sion of many. Nor was he less diligent in his studies 
to learn the languages of the people to whom he ministered, 
and in preparing useful books for the schools and for the 
edification of native converts and others. Several able 
works which he published from time to time, amounting 
to upwards of 4,000 pages, in three different languages, 
remain as standing monuments of his learning, zeal, and 
diligence in the cause to which his life was devoted. At 
intervals he spent twenty-three years in ·connection with 
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t.be Ceylon mission; and his love and care for the work 
knew no abatement to the close of his career. 

At the urgent request of the missionary committee, 
Mr. Hardy undertook, in the year 1862, the charge of the 
South Ceylon District as chairman and geneml superinten
dent. This was his third appointment to the island, and 
he accomplished the special object of his mission to the 
entire satisfaction of the committee. To the end of his 
life it was his practice every Sunday morning to recall 
to memory the various places in which he had laboured, 
and to offer up earnest prayers on behalf of each; and 
it pleased God to frequently gladden his heart by intellig
ence of prosperity, received from friends and fellow
labourers. On his return to England, at intervals, he 
occupied several important Circuits in this country. His 
preaching was characterised by great plainness of speech, 
by a constant aim at the salvation of souls, by the unvary
ing announcement of Gospel truth, and by the inculcation 
of experimental and practical godliness. His character 
exhibited many excellencies. He was amiable in his dis
position, truly pious and devoted to God, and he lived 
in the affections of his brethren. His last illness was of 
short duration, and his death unexpected. But he was 
found prepared for the summons. Having expressed his 
unwavering confidence in the Redeemer, he died in peace 
at Headingley, near Leeds, on April 16th, 1868, in the 
sixty-fifth year of Lis age, and the forty.third of his 
ministry. 

THOMAS H. SQUANCE 

W AS born at Exeter, on February 3rd, 1790. He 
experienced 'the renewing of the Holy Ghost' in 

the fifteenth year of his age ; and, having joined the 
Methodist Society, be at once began to labour for the good 
of others. He became a local preacher about two years 
afterwards, and in 1812 he was accepted as a probationer 
for the ministry, his first appointment being to the 
Liskeard Circuit. But he had a deep conviction that he 
was called to preach the Gospel to the heathen; and in 
1813 he cheerfully offered himself for that work. He was 
accordingly appointed to proceed to India w~th Dr. Coke 
and six other brethren, all of whom he survived. In the 
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island of Ceylon and in Continental India he laboured 
faithfully as a missionary for about nine years: and it is 
believed that he was the means of winning many souls to 
Christ. He took an active part in laying the foundation 
of that work which has since become so prosperous; and 
to the close of his life he manifested a lively interest in 
missionary enterprise. 

In 1823, in consequence of the failure of his health, he 
returned to his native land, and re-entered the home work. 
During the following thirty years he occupied some of the 
most important Circnits in England, and everywhere 
commended himself to his brethren and to the people of 
his charge as a faithfnl and laborious minister of Christ. 
His preparation for the pulpit was diligent and carefnl; 
his expositions of Divine truth were clear and forcible; his 
appeals to the hearts and consciences of his bearers were 
vehement and often overpowering; and his preaching was 
signally owned of God, both in the conversion of sinners 
and in 'the edifying of the body of Christ.' In addition 
to his pulpit labours he assiduously and fervently advocated 
the cause of missions at public meetings and otherwise. 
His most congenial element was the missionary platform, 
and his powerful pleadings will long be remembered by 
those who heard them. He was a diligent pastor, and an 
affectionate colleague. In social intercourse he was genial 
and cheerful; but never failed to remember his responsi
bility as a minister of Christ, often giving to the conversa
tion in which he engaged, a happy religions turn for the 
edification of all present. 

In 1862 he was compelled by failing health to become 
a supernumerary, and he settled at Portsmouth. But for 
a few years longer he was able to preach occasionally and 
to o.ttena missionary meetings, in which he still took great 
delight. At length his strength entirely gave way ; but 
he bore his increasing infirmities with patience and even 
cheerfulness. When both sight and hearing failed, he 
never murmured; but adverting to his anticipa~ed happy 
change, he often repeated with deep feeling the following 
lines:-

' Then shall I see, and hear, and know 
All I desired and wished below ; 
And every power find sweet employ 
In that eternal world of joy.' 
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During his last illness he bore many emphatic testimonies 
t.o the power of Divine grace. I saw him the day before 
hP. Jied, when he said, ' I am on the Rock; Christ is 
precious, inexpressibly precious!' He passed away in 
perfoct peace on April 21st, 18ti8, in the seventy-ninth 
year of his age, and the fifty-sixth of his ministry. 

JOSIAH CART 

WAS a young minister who received an appointment 
as a missionary to Honduras, Central America, at 

the Conference of 1867. He embarked at Gravesend for 
his distant station on January 17th, 1868. The ship 
Sheffield in which he sailed received some injury during 
the voyage, and put into St. Thomas for repairs in a 
leaky state. Mr. Cart resumed his voyage in the mail 
steamer, and arrived in Jamaica on April 21st, hoping to 
get a passage from thence to his destin':ttion. At this 
time be was apparently in good health, and preached 
with great acceptance in Kingston soon after his arrival. 
He was subsequently seized with fever, which ran its 
course so rapidly, that he expired on May 8th, sincerely 
regretted by all who had the privilege of his acquaint
ance. Great was the disappointment at Belize, Honduras, 
when the mournful intelligence arrived that the young 
missionary who was expected for that station had died in 
Jamaica before he reached his destination. How mysterious 
are the ways of Providence! 

WILLIAM R. ROGERS 

W AS born at Oswestry, Shropshire, in the year 1810, 
but was taken to Birmingham while yet an infant. 

At the age of eighteen he was awakened to a sense of his 
sin and danger under a sermon preached by the Rev. Dr. 
Waddy. In penitence and prayer he earnestly sought the 
mercy of God in Christ Jesus, and soon found peace in 
believing. A bout two years after his con version he became 
a local preacher; and in that capacity he laboured for five 
years. In 1836 he was accepted by the Conference for the 
mission field, and appointed to the West Indies. There 
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he laboured with zeal, diligence, and success for ten years, 
the stations that he occupied being Antigua, St. Kitts, 
St. Martin's, and St. Eustatius. In 1846 he returned to 
his native land, and was subsequently stationed in several 
English Circuits in succession. His public ministrations 
were characterised by great earnestness, tenderness, and 
warmth, and embraced pointed and powerful appeals to 
the hearts and consciences of his hearers. For many 
years he continued his evangelical labours with little in
terruption from sickness, and was happy in his work, 
being much respected on all his stationa both at home and 
abroad. His last illness was brief, and his end unexpected; 
but though for the most part deprived of the power of 
speech through extreme weakness, he was, nevertheless, 
manifestly happy in the God of his saI.ation. In broken 
sentences he intimated that he was going to 'be for ever 
with the Lord.' He died in peace at Merthyr Tydvil, in 
Wales, on July llth, 1868, in the fifty-seventh year of his 
age, and the thirty-second of his ministry. 

JACOB MARR.A.TT 

W AS born at Lincoln. In his boyhood he evinced 
considerable power of mind, with a loveliness of 

character which was believed by his friends to be the 
result of the influence of the Holy Spirit upon his youthful 
heart. He was quietly allured to the Saviour, and found 
peace in believiug; and responding to the call of the 
Spirit and of the Church he soon began to preach the 
Gospel. Ha,ing been accepted by the Conference as a 
candidate for the ministry he was sent to the Theological 
Institution at Richmond, where he made good progress in 
his studies. In 1860 he was appointed to ludia, and he 
arrived at his destination in safety in the early part of the 
following year. He entered upon his work in a manner 
which augured well for the future; but his race was soon 
run, and he was released from his toil. His first station was 
Mysore, where he laboured three years with acceptance 
and success. He then removed to Goobbee, where his 
health failed; and he was obliged to return to his native 
land, as tho only means likely to save his life. At first the 
change appeared to be beneficial, and he looked forward 

L 
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with pleasure to the time when he hoped to resume his 
regular minisforial duties. A different lot, however, 
awaited him; and instead of happy toil he was called to 
enter upon a happier rest. His gifts and attainments were 
such that, had he lived, he would probably have been 
more than ordinarily acceptable in the pulpit, and also 
useful as a writer. He died in great peace, after a few 
days' illness, on August 6th, 1868. 

JAMES CALDWELL 

W AS a young minister of considerable natural abilities, 
and of great promise, who was removed from the 

Church militant to the Church triumphant, by a mysterious 
dispensation of Divine providence, at the very commence
ment of his career. Having honourably passed the usual 
examinations and been admitted as a probationer for the 
sacred office, he was appointed by the Australasian 
Conference of 1868 as a missionary to t.he Chinese 
emigrants in Victoria; for which office he appeared in 
many respects well adapted. But before he fully entered 
upon his work it was thought, by himself and those most 
deeply interested in the mission, that it would be well for 
him to visit CLina, and spend a year or two there for the 
purpose of acquiring a knowledge of the language, and of 
gaining information which could only be well obtained on 
the spot. Full of the spirit of his Master, and longing to 
be able to preach to the Chinese in their own tongue the 
glorious Gospel of the blessed God, he embarked for 
Canton, where he arrived in safety in the month of June. 
He had only been there about three months, and fairly 
entered upon his studies, when the accident occurred which 
terminated his valuable life. He was drowned while 
bathing in a river near to the city, on September 5th, 1868. 

WILLIAM REILLY 

W AS born at Lucan, Ireland, on February 5th, 1781. 
Farnured with godly Methodist parentage, he was 

brou(J'bt under the influence of Gospel truth in early life, and 
strov~ for a time to maintain' the form of godliness' without 
the experience of its saving power. After a while, however, 
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be was led into clearer light; and apprehending the way of 
salvation by grace through faith in the Redeemel', he 
yielded his heart to God, and became a new creature in 
Christ Jesus. He now felt constrained to call sinners to 
repentance, and gladly embraced every opportunity of 
doing good. It was soon discovered that the new convert 
possessed talents of a superior order, and at the request of 
his fathers in the Gospel, he consented to become a 
candidate for the Wesleyan ministry. Accepted by the 
Conference of 1810, and appointed at once to the Irish 
mission, he entered upon a course of self-denying toil and 
successful labour, such as has seldom been surpassed or 
equalled in the history of evangelical effort in his native 
land. For several years he was associated in mission work 
with the devoted Gideon Ouseley, whose memoir he after
wards published; and was favonred with many precious 
opportunities of preaching Christ and Him crucified to 
Roman Catholics and others at markets, fairs, funerals, and 
on other occasions when large numbers of people were 
congregated together. Nor did he labour in vain or spend 
his strength for naught. It is believed that many souls 
were won to Christ through his instrumentality, who will 
be his joy and the crown of his rejoicing in the day of the 
Lord. 

In after years his ministry was exercised in the largest 
towns and cities in the country, always with marked 
acceptance, and frequently with great success. On behalf 
of the missionary enterprise, his impassioned and eloquent 
advocacy was frequently engaged, and never without 
beneficial effect. Many of the principal offices of the 
Church of his choice were filled by him from time to time, 
with honour to himself and advantage to the cause he 
loved so well. The last great effort of his life was put 
forth when, in 1856 he was appointed, with Dr. Robinson 
Scott, a deputation to the United States of America, on 
behalf of the fund for the increase of Wesleyan agency in 
Ireland, when he had reached the advanced age of seventy
five. Shortly after his return he retired as a super
numerary, choosing Queenstown as his place of residence. 
There he spent the evening of life; useful, beloved, and 
happy. At length his health and strength entirely failed, 
and after enduring months of severe suffe1·ing he met the 
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last enemy with true Christian courage. ' You are 
weeping,' he said to those around him, 'but I am rejoicing. 
Glory! glory! afte1· toil, rest! afiliction at an end fo1· ever! 
glory! glory ! ' So he died in the full triumph of faith on 
September 21st, 1868, in the eighty-eighth year of his a"'e, 
and the fifty-ninth of his ministry. 

0 

DON ANDRIS FERDIN ANDO, 

QNE of a large number of native ministers who 
were raised up in India to pt·each the Gospel to 

their fellow- countrymen, was born at Marotto, on 
September 30th, 1827. His conversion took place at 
Colpetty, while under the care of the Rev. Daniel J. 
Gogerly; and he had not been long in the enjoyment of 
the blessings of salvation, when he manifested an earnest 
desire to make known the good news to bis deluded fellow
men. At first he was appointed as an assistant, to the Rev. 
P. G. de Zylva, in the Morotto Circuit, by whom he had 
been instructed in Divine things and led to the Saviour. 
He was afterwards emplo,ved in the full work of a, minister, 
and at Wattalpola, Belligam, and Godapitiya be laboured 
with untiring zeal and devotion, his work being greatly 
owned and blessed of God. His later years were remark. 
able for his rapid growth in grace, and for his increased 
usefulness and liberality; as a proof of the latter, it may be 
mentioned, that at the close of the seventh year of his 
ministry, he presented the whole of his stipend for that 
year, as a thank offering to the Wesleyan Missionary 
Society. Be was entirely unacquainted with English; but 
he wrote two valuable tracts in his native tongue, one of 
which obtained a prize, offered by the Christian Vernacular 
1£ducation Society; and he otherwise gave evidence that 
he possessed great reasoning powers. His health and 
otrength failed somewhat suddenly. Amidst the lamenta
tions of his flock, and the sincere grief of his brethren, ha 
was soon removed to his eternal rest. But his works 'do 
follow him.' His last words were, 'I am going to my 
Father in heaven.' He died in peace at Godapitiya, on 
November 13th, 1868, in the forty-first year of his age, 
and the eigLtll of bis ministry. 
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JOHN WHITELEY 

WAS born of pious parents in N ottinghamRhire, on 
July 30th, 1806. From childhood he feared the 

Lord, bot it was not till he had reached his twentieth year 
tha,t he obtained a satisfactery assurance of 'his acceptance 
with God through faith in Christ Jesus. At this period 
he was connected with an Independent Church ; but soon 
after his conversion he removed to Newark, where he was 
led to unite himself with the Wesleyan Methodists, and 
ultimately became a local preacher. In 1831 he was 
accepted as a candidate for the ministry, to which he 
believed himself called by the Holy Ghost. Offering him
self to the foreign work, he received an appointment as a 
missionary to New Zealand, whither he went in 1832, and 
entered upon his work in the true spirit of self-sacrifice. 
Applying himself diligently to the acqnisition of tbe 
Maori langnage he was soon able to preach the Gospel to 
the natives in their own tongue; and he was encouraged 
in his work by the fact that those to whom be ministered 
'received the word with all readiness of mind.' As a mis
sionary to the aborigines of New Zealand he was ' in 
labours more abundant,' attending to their wants, both 
temporal and spiritual, in the most praiseworthy manner. 
He was pre-eminently a man of peace, and often exposed 
himself to great danger in attempting to effect a recon
ciliation between hostile and contending tribes. He pos
sessed the unbounded confidence of the natives, who 
regarded him as their counsellor and friend. The British 
authorities also occasionally consulted him in their efforts 
to adjust the difficulties which unhappily arose between 
the two races after the advent of colonisation. The Euro
pean setUers were also ministered to by Mr. Whiteley as he 
had opportunity with the most commendable zeal and 
diligence. It was while on one of those errands of mercy 
that he met his death at the hands of the very persons he 
was most anxious to serve. He left his home on the 
morning of Saturday, February 13th, 1869, intending to 
ride upwards of thirty miles to a settlement where he was 
to pass the night so as to be in readiness to begin his Sab
bath work. When within a short distance of the end of 
his journey he was waylaid and shot down by a party 
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of murderous savages. The missionary and the horse on 
which be rode were both found dead next morning pierced 
~•i t.h balls from native rifles. Thus suddenly the zealous 
servant of God was called away by a mysterious provi
dence to receive the 'crown of life' promised to those who 
are found 'faithful unto death.' He died in the sixty
third year of his age and the thirty-eight of bis ministry, 
the whole of which had been spent in New Zealand. 

W ILLIA.M HILL w A.S born at Wolverhampton on July 20tb, 1826. He 
removed to Bristol when quite a youth, and was 

there converted to God in the fifteenth year of his age. 
He soon attracted the attention of both ministers and 
people by bis intelligent and earnest pi~ty, and by his 
readiness to labour for the good of others in such spheres 
of usefulness as were open to him. In the course of time 
he became a locai preacher, and at an early period it was 
evident that he possessed considerable pulpit ability. 
Having been received as a candidate for th,3 Wesleyan 
ministry, he entered the Richmond branch of the Theolo
gical Institution ; and his course there was highly credit
able. He was a diligent student and his profiting appeared 
to all. Offering himself for the foreign work, he was 
appointed as a missionary to Ceylon at the Conference of 
1850. He entered upon his interesting sphere of labour in 
the East with sa.ngnine hopes of success ; but in a short 
time his health failed and he was compelled to return 
to England. . 

In 1854 Mr. Hill was appointed to labour in Australia, 
the genial climate of that part of the world being consi
dered peculiarly suitable for his type of constitution. 
Henceforth he occupied some of the most important Cir
cuits in the colony of Victoria, and for several •years 
did good service 'in the cause of his Divine Master, In 
18G9 he returned to Melbourne by appointment of Confer
ence, and entered upon a sphere of labour which he had 
occupied several years before with acceptance and success. 
His coming was hailed with gratitude and joy by a people 
who 'esteemed him very highly in love for his works' 
sake ' ; but before be had been many months in the 
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Circuit his useful life and labours were terminated in 11, 

manner shocking to contemplate. On May Bth, whilst 
visiting the Pentridge Stockade Prison, he was cruelly 
murdered by a prisoner named Ritson, into whose cell he 
had gone in order to give him spiritual counsel. 

Possessed of superior intellectual powers, which had 
been improved by diligent study, :Mr. Hill was an able 
minister of the New Testament. His sermons were cor
rect expositions of Divine truth, rich in apposite quota
tions from the oracles of God, and remarkable for facility 
of expression and beauty of illustration. In his preaching 
he gave great·prominence to the doctrines of justification 
by faith, the witness of the Spirit, and entire sanctifi
cation; and towards the close of his life his ministry 
became exceedingly practical, earnest, and effective. As a 
superintendent he was highly successful in his adminis
tration of Circuit affairs. As a chairman of a District be 
discharged the duties of his responsible position so as to 
win the affection and esteem of his brethren. His piety 
was quiet, but deep and uniform; and for some time before 
his death be walked more closely with God than ever. The 
high respect in which he was held by all classes was 
evinced by the large attendance at his funeral, and by 
the deep sorrow that was manifested on the mournful 
occasion. 

WILLIAM A. KERR, 

A NATIVE of the West Indies, was a promising young 
man, who was accepted by the Conference of 1868 as 

an assistant missionary, and had only jt1st entered upon his 
labours when he was smitten down by illness, and after 
lingering for some time was called to his eternal rest. In 
great and protracted suffering he exemplified genuine 
Christian patience and resignation to the will of God, and, 
undisturbed by doubts and fears, and calmly resting on 
the atonement, he died in great peace at St. George's, 
Grenada, on March 16th, 1869, in the twenty-third year of 
his age. 

EVERARD VIGIS 

W AS born at Ware, in the county of Hertford, in the 
year 1805. He had pious parents, and by the 
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Divine blessing on their instl'nctions and pious counsel, be 
was con'l"erted to God when twelve years of age. He 
hegan to preach in bis youth, and having offered himself 
as a missionary to the heathen he was accepted by the 
,v esleyan Conference of 1827, and he forthwith received 
an appointment to the West Indies. In Demernra, St. 
Vincent's, and Tobii,go, he laboured with acceptance and 
success for ten years. Having been associated with him 
on somo of these stations I can bear personal testimony to 
his zeal and usefulness, and to his diligent attention to 
every department of the work in which he was engaged. 
Retmning to England in 1837, he entered the home work; 
and for thirty years he laboured in various Circuits. His 
pulpit services and bis pastoral oversight of the flock were 
highly appreciated wherever be travelled. He possessed a 
mind of considerable native vigour, which he cultivated 
by diligent reading and study. He was m.1assuming and 
good-natured in his manners and disposition, studious in 
his habits, and particularly careful in the composition of 
his sermons. His style was racy, and his prea,ching ener
getic, interesting, and instructive. For many years he 
laboured both at home and abroad with little interruption 
from sickness; but at length, when his health did fail, 
it was in a manner truly painful and affecting. The 
closing years of his life were clouded by heavy affliction, 
bodily and mental; but in the Lord's own good time 
he was delivered from his sufferings. He entered into the 
rest which remaineth for the people of God on October 
18th, 1869, in t.he sixty-fourth year of bis age, and the 
forty-third of his ministry. 

BENJAMIN FIELD 

W AS born at Sevenoaks in the year 1823. By the 
influence of Divine grace and through the instruc

tion, example, and prayers of his pious parents, he was 
restrained in early life from open sin; and when twelve 
years of age he was savingly conv:erted to God un~er the 
ministry of the Rev. Thomas Collins. From that time he 
became a consistent professor of religion, and did all in his 
power to advance the interests of the Redeemer's ki~gdom. 
In his seventeenth year he began to preach, and his early 
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pulpit efforts were marked by an intelligence, power, and 
succesR which convinced those who heard him that Divine 
providence designed him for a wider sphere of usefulness 
in the Church of Christ. In due time he was induced to 
offer himself as a candidate for the W eRleyan ministry; 
and being accepted by the Conference of 1843, he was sent 
to the Theological Institution, where he spent three years 
in earnest 11tudy preparatory to his engaging in mission 
work. In 1846 he received an appointment as a mission
ary to India, his principal station being Goobbee. There 
he laboured for three years, and gave promise of future 
usefulness; but, just as he was overcoming the difficulties 
of learning the native language of the people, and other 
elementary trials, his health failed and he was obliged to 
return to England. On his partial recovery he entered 
the home work, and subsequently laboured with acceptance 
and success in several important Circuits, as Ohatteris, 
Luton, Bradford, London, and Penzance, for sixteen years. 

In 1866, the health of Mr. Field again failing, he Wfl.S 

obliged to retire as a supernumerary. In hope of prolong
ing his life he went oiit to Australia, where, notwithstanding 
sore afHiction and bereavement, he continued to labour, 
often beyond his strength, in preaching the Gospel which 
he sincerely loved, and in which he himself found his chief 
solace and support. At length his strength entirely failed, 
and it was evident to Bll that his work was done. When 
the first change came he was found prepared. One of his 
last letters contained these words: 'All my sympathies, 
affections, and desires, are with things spiritual and Divine, 
and I trust that through Him that "liveth and was dead," 
and is alive for evermore, I shall find an entrance through 
the gates into the city.' He died at Melbourne ou April 
1st, 1869, in the forty-seventh year of his age and the 
twenty-fifth of his ministry. 

The following is the testimony borne by his surviving 
brethren of his personal and ministerial character: ' His 
piety was deep, earnest, and progressive. By the careful 
cultivation of mental faculties originally good, and by a 
diligent and devout study of the Holy Scriptures, he 
became an able and effective minister of Obrist. To 
efficiency in the pulpit he added the assiduous and wise 
discharge of pastoral duty. He evinced a special sympathy 
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with the young, and attracted to himself the esteem and 
affection of all the people of his charge. Many of his 
later days were spent in the compilation of his Handbook 
of Christian Theology, a work which evinces considerable 
ability as well as an extensive range of theological 
knowledge. 

JA.MES FONUA., 

QNE of several ministers raised up in the Friendly 
Islands as the fruit of missionary labour at an early 

period, was born in the island of Vavou, but removed when 
quite a youth to Haabai, where he attended the mission 
school and exhibited more than ordinary talent and great 
force of character. He had hardly arrived at manhood 
when be was brought to God under a sermon preached by 
DaYid Kata, a native minister of great zeal and usefulness. 
He was soon employed as a local preacher, and greatly 
distinguished himself by his zeal and diligence in the 
senice of God. In 1864 he was received a& a probationer 
for the full work of the ministry, and henceforth pro,·ed 
very successful in winning souls for Christ. Whilst he 
was Rtationed at Niva a terrible volcanic eruption occurred, 
and the island was shaken by earthquakes, which 
threatened to engulf it in the mighty deep; but confidence 
in God preserved him from fear, and his conduct gained 
for him the respect and esteem of both l!:uropeans and 
natives. His entire devotedness to the cause in which he 
v.as engaged, was evinced not only by his earnest labours 
but by his liberality, which was somewhat remarkable 
considering his circumstances. In one year he contributed 
for the China mission £10 for himself and £8 5s. for his 
family. His ordination to the full work of the ministry 
took place on the occasion of the visit to the Friendly 
Islands of the Rev. Messrs. Ra bone and Watkin in 1869, 
and the service will not soon be forgotten by those who 
were favoured to be present. Shortly after this interesting 
event the health of this devoted servant of God failed. He 
was seized with illness somewhat suddenly, and rapidly 
grew worse. Perceiving that his end drew near, he gave 
his last counsel to his family and commended them to God 
in prayer. Just before he died he sang the Tongan chant, 
' Christ is the Precious Stone,' and while praying with great 
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earnestness he leaned back on his bed and died withont a 
groan, on December 11 th, 1869, in the thirty-fifth year of 
his age. 

HENRY DAVIES, 

A TALL, portly, gentleman of dignified bearing, and a 
noble specimen of the 'early Methodist preacher,' 

was born at Barnstaple on October 23rd, 1799, and found 
peace with God when he was about sixteen years of age. 
Referring to his conversion, in after years, he said: 'I well 
remember coming out of the class-room, the night being 
beautifully clear, and calling on the moon and stars, aud 
all the host of heaven, to join me in praising God for His 
great mercy toward me.' Having a strong and vigorous 
mind he gave himself to reading, and eagerly seized every 
opportunity of adding to his store of useful knowledge. 
He soon began to call sinners to repentance; and having 
offered himself as a candidate for the ministry, at the 
Conference of 1821, he was appointed tl? the West Indies, 
where after four years' labonr his health so broke down 
that he was obliged to return to England. In St. Kitts, 
St. Martin's, and other islands in the Antigua District 
where he exercised his instrnctive ministry, he was 
remembered with much affection for many years. 

Mr. Davies was appointed to a home Circuit in 1825, 
and for many years occupied important 1tations with credit 
to himself and advantage to the work in which he was· 
engaged. He was an honoured instrument in promoting 
some extensive revivals of religion in the neighbourhoods 
in which he laboured. In 1855 his health failed again and 
he became a supernumerary; and for four years after he 
was partially laid aside. In 1859 he once more took charge 
of a Circuit; and he faitbfnlly spent his remaining strength 
in his Master's cause; but age and feebleness compelled him 
in 1865 finally to retire, his public work being done. In the 
closing years of his life he was compassed about with 
bodily infirmities, but to the last he manifested a deep 
interest in the cause of missions, and in the prosperity of 
the work of God. During his last affiiction he was for the 
most part unconscious, but in the brief intervals of reason 
he gave expression to his uushaken confidence in Christ. 
'God,' said he, 'is doing all things well; blessed be His 
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name!' He died at Cambridge on January 19th, 1870, in 
the seventy.first year of his age, and the forty-ninth of his 
ministry. 

Mr. Davies was an able preacher, a wise counsellor, and 
a judicious superintendent, ever manifesting a deep 
solicitude for God'R glory and the welfare of the Circuits 
committed to his charge. He was, moreover, of a scientific 
turn of mind, and was favoured with the friendship of the 
celebrated Dr. Dick, who made honourable mention of him 
in a letter which I received from him, dated Broughty 
Ferry, near Dundee, April 12th, 1845. In this letter Dr. 
Dick speaks of Mr. Davies as 'a pious and worthy 
gentleman who has a particular taste for natural science.' 

WILLIAM S. F. MOSS. 

B 0TH as a foreign missionary and as a minister in 
Circuits at home, the Rev. W. S. F. Moss earned 

for himself a name and a reputation which are still held in 
affectionate remembrance by those with whom he was 
associated. His career was, moreover,marked by clear inter
positions of the providence and grace of God, which can 
scarcely be contemplated without profit. He was born in 
London, on January 12th, 1817; and although not favoured 
with a godly parentage, he became at an early period a subject 
of the strivings of the Holy Spirit. At fifteen years of age 
he resolved to seek the Lord in earnest; and he joined the 
Wesleyan Methodist Society with the hope of receiving 
the help and instruction which he required. ThiR step 
brongh tu pon him persecution from his family, and his father 
tnrnecl him from bis house penniless and without a change 
of clothing. About this time, in a prayer-meeting after a 
sermon by the Rev. Thomas Galland, he obtained the pearl 
of great price. In his journal be says: 'The witness of 
the Spirit was immediate and direct, and in the language 
of humble confidence I could say: "My Beloved is mine, 
and I am His."' 

Mr. Moss having removed to West Bromwich, began to 
call sinners to repentance, and was soon afterwards 
recommended as a candidate for the ministry. He offered 
himself for the foreign work, and in 1838 was appointed 
to Vv estern Africa; and at St. Mary's and Macarthy's 
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Islands, on the River Gambia, he spent three ye:trs amidst 
numerous trials, privations, and bereavements. He returned 
to England in 1841; but he was too ardently attached to 
mission work to remain long at home; and with his health 
somewhat recruited, in the conrse of the following year he 
embarked for Jamaica, where he laboured with acceptance 
and success for eight years, being highly esteemed on all 
the stations which he occupied, both by his colleagues and 
by the people of his charge. 

Returning from the West Indies in 1850, he entered 
the home work. He occupied several important Circuits, 
and for some years honourably sustained the office of 
chairman of the District. As a Christian he was earnest 
and sincere; as a colleague and friend, faithful and kind; 
as a preacher remarkable for the simplicity and directness 
of his appeals to the conscience, and for the expository 
character of his discourses. His desire to benefit his 
hearers was always evident. At length the strong man 
who had survived the dangers of the tropical climes, sank 
under the insiduous attacks of disease ; and in the latter 
part of the year 1869, he was totally laid aside from active 
work. When the end came he was found ready, his entire 
trust being in the precious atonement. Some of his last 
words :were: 'Salvation, happiness, eternal joy.' Just 
before his departure he was heard to say, though 
indistinctly, 'Port gained.' Thus ministering to the comfort 
of his loved ones with his latest breath, he passed away to 
his eternal rest, on February 16th, 1870, in the fifty-fourth 
year of his age and the thirty-second of his ministry. 

WILLIAM BURT 

W AS born at Torpoint, in Cornwall, on April 17th, 
1792. In his nineteenth year he was converted to 

God; and soon afterwards he began to preach the Gospel 
in the villages around. From his piety, zeal, and useful
ness it soon became evident that the great Head of the 
Church designed him for more extensive labours ; and, in 
1816, he was set apart for the ministry, and appointed 
to British North America. In Nova Scotia, New Bruns
wick, Prince Edward's Island, and Canada, he spent 
twelve years of incessant toil, 'enduring hardness as 
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a good soldier of 'J csus Christ.' On his return to England 
in 1828 he entered the home work ; and for the long 
period of thirty years he laboured in some of the most 
important Circuits in the kingdom, until he was com
pelled by age and increasing infirmities to retire from 
active service. On becoming a supernumerary in 1862 he 
~ettlcd at Plymouth, where he continued to labour as his 
failing l1ealth and strength would permit. The last years _ 
of his life were spent in much pain and affliction, which 
tried him all the more because, through his long career his 
health had known but little interruption. His patience 
was made perfect through suffering; and he left at the 
close a clear, full, and joyful testimony of his faith in the 
doctrines which be had preached for more than fifty years. 
At length the end came and the faithfnl servant of God 
departed in peace on September 15th, 1870, in the 
seventy-ninth year of his age and the fifty-fifth of his 
ministry. 

Mr. Burt was endowed with good natural abilities, 
which after his conversion he cultivated very diligently. 
Few men have owed less to early instruction, and few 
have done more to repair the deficiency. In history and 
English theology his reading was extensive; and in most 
branches of knowledge, which it concerns a minister to 
study, he made fair proficiency. As a preacher he was 
plain, practical, evangelical, and earnest. His sermons 
were always carefully studied, and delivered with much 
warmth of feeling. He was, moreover, a diligent pastor, 
aud by his systematic and persevering efforts he was 
instrumental in gathering many souls into the fold of 
Christ, both at home and abroad. 

WILLIAM G. STEDMAN 

W AS born at Colchester, on February 17th, 1816, and, 
whilst quite a youth, wns brought to God. Believ

ing that be w~s called to the Christian ministry, he offered 
himself as a candidate, and in the year 1839 was accepted 
by the Conference and appointed to a Circuit. After 
labouring in the home work for five years he received an 
appointment to Jamaica. In that island he laboured with 
zeal and diliger.ce for twelve years, being much respected 
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by his brethren in the ministry, and by the people of his 
charge, on all the stations which he occupied. His talents 
were plain and useful rat.her than brilliant, and by the 
blessing of God upon his humble efforts he was successfo.l 
in winning souls for Christ. 

In 1856 he was compelled by the total failure of 
his health to return to England, and to become a supernu
merary. He chose for his residence the place of his birth, 
where he was affectionately welcomed and where he 
rendered valuable service as a preacher and class leader to 
the utmost of his strength. Through the whole of bis 
long and lingering illness he never murmured, but was 
pion.sly and cbeerfolly resigned to the will of God. He 
experienced the abounding consolations of the Holy Ghost, 
and continued to the end 'looking to Jesus as bis all
sufficient Saviour. As the closing scene approached, 
at his request, bis sorrowing family sung the hymn com
mencing, 

; For ever here my rest shall be 
Close to Thy bleeding side;' 

at the close of which he exclaimed, 'Come, Jesus, come,' 
and quickly passed away to behold in unclouded vision the 
glories of his adorable Saviour. He died at Colchester, 
October 13th, 1870, in the fifty-fifth year of his age, and 
the thirty-second of his ministry. 

WILLIAM REA.TH 

w AS brought to a saving knowledge of Christ in 
early life, as the result of the godly training which 

he received among the Moravians in England, his parents 
having become in some way connected with that section 
of the Christian Church. Whilst quite a youth he dis
covered an anxious concern for the spiritual welfare of his 
fellow-men, and an aptitude for tuition. Hence it is not 
to be wondered at that he should have attracted the notice 
of the minister and elders of the Church with which he was 
associated, or that he was employed at an early period in 
imparting instruction to the rising generation. Having 
been en"'a"'ed for some time as a teacher in his native land, 
he was induced to go out to the 'vVest Indies in the service 
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of the Moravian Missionary Society. Whilst labouring in 
the island of Tobago he became acquainted with Wes-
1eyan missionaries and the practical working of Methodism; 
and bis views of Church discipline and other· matters 
seem to have undergone a change, for in the year 1842 he 
sought and obtained admission into the Wesleyan ministry, 
with the concurrence and goodwill of the body with 
which be bad been previously associated. 

On entering the service of the Wesleyan Missionary 
Society, Mr. Heath's first station was Couva, in the island 
of Trinidad, where he rendered good service to the cause 
in connection with bis devoted colleagues, the Rev. Messrs. 
Blackwell and Limmex. He afterwards laboured in St. 
Vincent's, and the character of his work and the manner 
in which he prosecuted it may be gathered from the fol
lowing brief extract from a letter which he addressed to 
the Missionary Committee in London, dated ' Georgetown, 
November 9tb, 1847 :-It will doubtless gladden your 
hearts to know that God continues to own and bless the 
feeble efforts of His unworthy servants in this Circuit. 
On some of the stations we are favoured with a steady 
and almost weekly accession to our numbers; not indeed 
so large an increase as was realised some months back, but 
regular. .A few months ago they came to us by dozens, 
I!OW by ones and twos. For these we are thankful. Each 
one is a deathless spirit, and of inestimable value. We 
are not without our difficulties, however. Our most serious 
drawback arises from the very imperfect state of our 
school department here. I have endeavoured in a measure 
to make up the deficiency by holding Bible-classes when I 
visit the estates. But we want better teachers and more 
missionaries to meet the numerous and pressing demands 
for the instruction of the people. That we have made 
any progress at all during the year is matter of gratitude, 
especially in the face of so many difficulties, and with 
such inadequate machinery. But the work is the Lord's: 
the success also is His, and to Him be all the praise.' 

J\lr. Heath subsequently laboured in Dcmerara, Barba
does, Gcenada, and the Bahamas ; and on every station 
which he occupied, he enjoyed the confidence and affection 
of his brethren in the ministry and the people of his 
charge. He was, moreover, successful in winning souls 
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for Christ, and in building up believers in the faith and 
hope of the Gospel. During the early part of his rnis-
11ionary career I was intimately associated with him in the 
work, and can te.stify to his diligence, zeal, humility, and 
other amiable qualities, as well as to the ability with 
which he discharged the duties which devolved upon him. 
He was always of a slender, delicate type of constitution, 
and when he bad laboured nearly thirty years in the West 
Indies his health entirely failed, and he was obliged to 
retire as a supernumerary. He took up his residence in 
Canada, hoping that the change would prove beneficial. 
But it was not so. He became worse, and died in peace 
on October 21st, 1870. 

RICHARD AMOS 

W AS a devoted missionary, who commenced his career 
in Western Africa and finished it in Australia. His 

character and course present some features which can 
scarcely (ail to interest the friends of the ente!"prise. He 
was born in the year 1821, at a village near Birmingham, 
England, and while a mere youth became the subject of 
the converting grace of God. He began to preach in his 
native place when he was about sixteen years of age, and 
it soon became evident that the great Head of the Church 
had called him to a more extensive sphere of usefulness. 
In 1842 he was ordained to the work of the ministry and 
appointed as a missionary to Sierra Leone. In a report of 
the ordination service published at the time, we find the 
following sentence: 'The account given by Mr. Amos of 
his conversion was in an extraordinary degree impressive 
and affecting, and excited emotions in the hearers such as 
are only produced by speaking from the heart to the 
heart.' 

Mr. Amos laboured between two and three years in 
Sierra Leone, and then from some cause tendered his 
resignation to the missionary committee and Conference. 
He did not quit the service of the Wesleyan Church, how
ever. On his return to England he was sent at the 
expense of the Society to Stow's Traiuing Institution in 
Glasgow to fit him more fully for educational work; and 
on finishing nis course of study there he received an 

~! 
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appointment as superintendent of mission schools in the 
Friendly Islands. Whilst thus engaged in the instmction 
of youth he was frequently employed in preaching both in 
English and in Tongarese, and was instant in season and 
out of season in his efforts to win souls for Christ. By the 
Australian Conference of 1856 he was received as a mis
i,ionary and appointed to the Vavou Circuit. His mis
~ionary career, ho1Vever, in the Friendly Islands as in 
Sierra Leone was short. In consequence of the illness of 
his wife he was compelled to leave the mission field within 
three years of his arrival there, and to take a colonial 
appointment. 

After labouring in different Circuits in New South 
Wales for about ten years, Mr. Amos was obliged by the 
failure of his health to retire from the full work of the 
ministry, and become a supernumerary. He did not cease 
to preach and perform other pastoral dutie&1 so long as he 
was able, however; but, as his strength permitted, he ~3:s 
ever ready to assist the ministers in the impm·tant work in 
which they were engaged, and his labours were both 
acceptable and useful. At length he became entirely inca
pacitated for ministerial duty, the disease from which he 
suffered depriving him of the power of distinct articulation. 
In his last affiiction he manifested great patience, and 
cheerfully resigned himself to the will of God. His mind 
was tranquil and he calmly waited the approach of the last 
enemy. To all who visited him he gave the most satisfac. 
tory evidence of his preparation for his departure. He 
was released from his sufferings and died in peace on 
Thursday, November 17th, 1870, in the forty-ninth year 
of his age. 

RICHARD SERGEANT. 

B ORN at Brigg, in Lincolnshire, on February 10th, 1814, 
he began to call sinners to repentance soon after his 

conversion .to God in the seventeenth year of his age. 
After labouring for some time with acceptance as a local 
preacher, he in 1834 ofl'.ered ~imself as a candidate for _the 
ministry, and was admitted mto the Haxton Theological 
Institution, of which he was one of the earliest students. 
There he spent three happy years; and such was the 
diligence with which he prosecuted his stu~ies that his 
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profiting appeared to all. In 1837 he was sent as a 
missionary to Jamaica, where he laboured with perseverance 
and success for six years, chiefly in the Spanish Town and 
Kingston Circuits. Being in a feeble state of health, and 
being threatened with the loss of sight,-an affliction which 
had suddenly fallen upon his esteemed superintendent, the 
Rev. W. Wedlock, a few years before,-he returned to 
England, hoping the change would promote his recovery . 

.After resting a year Mr. Sergeant entered the home 
work, and laboured with acceptance and success in various 
Circuits in succession for twenty-six years. Distinguished 
by great simplicity and earnestness of character, and 
exceedingly kind and genial in his manners, he won the 
hearts of the people among whom he laboured, and was 
generally esteemed· by all with whom he came in contact. 
His preaching was a plain and distinct enunciation of the 
central truths of Christianity, and often impressed most 
beneficially those who might have been unaffected by 
originality or brilliance. The last Circuit to which he 
was appointed was Rochester; and on entering upon his 
labours there he appeared to have some years of active 
service before him; but a disease which probably originated 
in his missionary toils in the tropici3, showed itself in an 
attack which baffled medical skill and terminated his useful 
life on Christmas Day, 1870. The great suffering which 
attended his last illness produced much mental depression 
and gloom. But he was not left to himself, however. His 
Saviour was with him in the furnace, and he was enabled 
frequently to declare his possession of the peace of God, and 
his entire resignation to His blessed will. The day before 
his death he said, alluding to· Christ,' He is standing by, 
His face beaming with smiles bf reconciliation and love. 
My sufferings are great; but all is well.' He died in the 
fifty-seventh year of his age, and the thirty-fourth 0£ his 
ministry. 

WILLI.A.M DUTTON, 

A TALENTED and promising young minister, was one 
of whose brief career we have but scanty records; 

but so far as we have been able to collect them thry 
are of mournful interest. He was sent out to New
foundland by the Missionary Society to strengthen the 

M 2 
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hands of labourers in that District in the latter part of the 
year 1870. He arrived at St. John's early in December, 
where he met with a most cordial reception, and where he 
devoted himself to his important duties in good health and 
spirits. He had barely begun his work, however, when he 
was smitten down with typhus fever. After suffering 
seYerely for a few days he was released from the mortal 
conflict and admitted into the rest of heaven. The 
following sentences from letters addressed by him to 
brethren in other parts of the field, will show the spirit 
and the purpose with which he had entered on his work: 
'I think that in a few days I shall feel quite at home. Oh, 
it is blessed to feel that we are just in the place where God 
designs we should be. I had two blessed seasons while 
preaching on the Sabbath. Thanks be to God, I am not 
left alone, He is ever near to save, help, guide, and direct. 
May I ever seek by prayer the wisdom which cometh from 
above. I am hoping that the time to favour Zion, yea, 
the set time, may soon come. This is what I earnestly 
long and pray and work, and, I trust, live for, a mighty 
revival of the work of God.' The Budden removal of one 
apparently so well fitted for future usefulness is one of 
those mysterious dispensations of Divine providence which 
we cannot comprehend. 

'God is His own interpreter, 
And He will make it plain.' 



!FOURTH SECTION 

1871-1875. 

CHARLES PICKERING 

[CC , , AS an amiable and promising yonng minister 
~ ~ '~ ) of delicate health and consnmptive tendency, 
' - 1/~'~'' 

7
11,t!lf whose brief history it is affecting to con-

1i'• ;li11, ' ' template. He was a native of Salford; and 
being surrounded by religious influences from his child
hood, he was led in early life to consecrate himself to the 
service of God. His educational advantages were not of a 
superior description, but his possession of religion exerted 
a quickening influence upon his intellectnal powers, and he 
was stimulated to the pursuit of knowledge and self
improvement. He became a devoted teacher in the Sunday~ 
school, was subsequently employed with acceptance as a 
local-preacher, and at length he was called to the work of 
the ministry. .A.t the Conference of 1862 he was 
appointed to a Circuit in Scotland, where he entered upon 
his duties with a pleasing prospect of success. He 
subsequently laboured for a few years in England and the 
Isle of Man. His course was one of brief continuance, 
however. Enfeebled health rendered his fulfilment of 
ministerial engagements difficult and irregular. It was 
recommended that he should be sent to a more congenial 
climate, and the mistake was made which alas! has been 
repeated in other cases, of sending him out as a missionary, 
and that to a country where the work is of a character to 
tax the strength and the energies of the most healthy men. 
He was appointed to a station in South Africa, and he 
arrived in Cape Town in safety but in feeble health, in the 
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month of _December, 1870. Shortly after he landed, in the 
first service that he attempted to conduct he was seized 
with hemorrhage, which greatly prostrated him. His 
critical situation awakened the deepest sympathy; and 
though among strangers, he received the most assiduous 
attention. For some time hopes were entertained of his 
recovery, but the same alarming symptoms occurring 
repeatedly he gradually sunk into the arms of death. He 
died in peace at Mowbray, near Cape Town, on January 
19th, 1871, in the thil'ty-first year of his age, and the ninth 
of his ministry. 

BARTOLOMMEO GUALTIERI, 

WAS one of a noble band of Italian ministers who'.were 
raised up and employed by the Wesleyan Mission

ary Society for the evangelization of their native· land, 
after the country was thrown open to the Gospel by the 
abolition of the t-emporal rule of the pope. He was born in 
1821, in the village of St. Martino a Corella, near Florence. 
His parents destined him from early childhood for the 
Roman Catholic priesthood. After the usual course of 
preparation he was accordingly ordained priest, and 
appointed to the charge of a. parish in the neighbourhood 
of his native place. Here for some years he strove, with 
the ardour of a. sincere, though unenlightened soul, to 
fulfil the duties prescribed by the apostate Church into whose 
ministry he had been thrust. But towards the close of the 
year 1858 his conscience was smitten by the Spirit of God, 
and feeling himself a lost sinner, he began to seek with 
tears and trembling the salvation of his soul. At fit·st he 
thought to find peace in the rites and austerities of 
Romanism; bnt all his efforts in this direction were in vain; 
in spite of mass and penance, the anguish of his soul only 
deepened. Of the blessed moment when he found the 
faith that justifies, he thus wrote: 'One day a light flashed 
through my soul, and a voice seemed to say to me: "Dost 
thou not see, 0 unhappy man, that God has given thee 
this inexorable law, that thou mayesb feel the necessity of 
a Saviour, and conscious in thyself of thy inability to obey 
it. Bhould flee to Him who has satisfied for thee its con
ditions and its pains." I opened my Bible and there I read: 
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"As Moses lifted up the serpent iu the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up; that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have eternal life." In that 
day my heart rejoiced with joy unspeakable. I also, stung 
by the serpent sin, looked unto Christ, and found healing 
and life in Him.' 

Signor Guiiltieri forthwith severed himself :from the 
Romish Church, and began amid much opposition and 
persecution to proclaim to his fellow-countrymen the good 
news of salvation. Having laboured for a short time in 
connection with the Wesleyan Missionaries in Italy, his 
health failed, and the last years of his life were years of 
continued decline, and almost constant suffering. Yet he 
never mnrmured. ' The will of the Lord be done,' was the 
expression constantly on his lips. To the last his own 
consolation was in the blessed book, the constant companion 
of his weary days and sleepless nights, whose saving truths 
it had been his delight in health to unfold to saint and 
sinner. He died in great suffering, but in the triumph of 
faith, April 8th, 1871, in the fiftieth year of his age, and 
the eleventh of his ministry. 

ELIJAH TOYNE. 

I HA VE a very pleasant recollection of happy inter-
... course with the Rev. E. Toyne when he was just 

entering upon his honourable and useful missionary 
career, and I feel a melancholy pleasure in tracing the 
principal incidents of his public life. He was born on 
April 7th, 1805, in the neighbourhood of Sheffield, and 
was brought to a saving knowledge of the truth at the 
early age of fourteen. Having been called of God to 
preach the Gospel, he offered himself as a candidate for 
the Wesleyan ministry, and was duly accepted by the 
Conference of 1830. Being designated for foreign service 
he was at once appointed as a missionary to Ceylon, for 
which island he embarked in the e[trly part of the 
following year. On arriving at his destinat-ion be 
addressed himself to the study of the languages most 
commonly spoken by the people with commendable dili
gence, and it was not long before he was able to preach both 
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in I'ortugnese and Singhalese to the edification and profit 
of his hearers. Bland and amiable in his disposition 
and bearing, he won the confidence and affection of his 
brethren and the people among whom he laboured, and 
he was held in high esteem by all classes at Negombo, 
l\fatura, Galle, and other stations which he occupied. 
After labouring happily and successfully for ten years in 
Ceylon, in 18-!0 Mr. Toyne returned to England and 
entered the home work, in which he laboured with accept
ance for twenty years. His pulpit ministrations were of 
a superior order, his sermons being rich in evangelical 
truth, marked with careful thought, delivered with 
energy, and attended with Divine unction. His pastoral 
duties were discharged with affect.ion and fidelity; and 
in the different spheres in which be laboured, he was in 
an eminent degree 'an example of believ~rs in word, in 
conversation, in charity, in spirit in faith, in purity.' .At 
the Conference of 1860 failing health obliged Mr. Toyne 
to become a, supernumerary, and he selected North Shields 
as the place of his residence. There be continued to 
occu-py himself in the work of the Lord, as his strength 
would permit till within a few days of his death, respected 
and loved by all with whom he came in contact. He did 
not loug survive the period of his retirement, however. 
He departed this life in great peace on Monday, May 15th, 
1871, in the sixty-seventh year of his age and the forty
first of his ministry. 

CHARLES JA.NION 

W .A.S born at Bradley Orchard, Cheshire, on July 5th, 
1796. He was favoured with pious parents, who 

endeavoured to train him up in the knowledge and love 
of God; but it was not until he was eighteen years of 
age that be folly yielded himself to the Lord Jesus. He 
was soon afterwards led to work for God, according to 
his ability, first as a Sunday-school teacher and then as a. 
local preacher. In the year 1819, under the constraining 
influence of love to Christ and to the souls of men, be 
offered himself as a missionary to the heathen; and being 
accepted by the Wesleyan Methodist Conference, after ~be 
u~ ual examinations, lie was appointed to the West Indies, 
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where he laboured for nine years with great acceptance 
and success. The sphere of Mr. Janion's labours was in 
the Antigua District, where his memory was long and 
affectionately cherished by those who had been benefited 
by his earnest and loving ministry. He landed in Nevis 
on January 15th, 1820; and after leaving that island he 
occupied stations in St. Kitt's, Montserrat, St. Martin's, 
and St. Eustatius, on all of which he was highly esteemed 
by the people among whom his lot was cast. 

The spirit in which Mr. Janion entered upon and pro
secuted his work in the foreign field will appear from a 
few sentences gleaned from one of his early letters to 
the missionary committee in London, dated St. Kitt's, 
September 4th, 1820 :-' Through the goodness am] 
mercy of God, myself and dear wife have been preserved 
in the enjoyment of an almost nninterrnpted state of good 
health ever since our arrival in the West Indies. I am 
fully persuaded that I am where God would have me be. 
God has been pleased to bless my labours amongst the 
people here. We have had a considerable increase to onr 
congregations at Deep Bay and Half-way Tree, and several 
additions have been made to the Society, and I am inclined 
to think that our members are advancing in the know ledge 
and experience of Divine things. The last lovefeast we 
held here was a most gracious season ; and much solid 
piety was manifested in the experience of many who in 
the great congregation declared, without fear, and with 
many tears, what great things this dear ":Massa Jesns" 
had done for their poor souls.' 

On the failure of his health Mr. Janion returned to 
England in 1828 ; and after resting for a short time, he 
entered the home work, and laboured faithfully and 
zealously for many years in English Circuits. As a pastor 
he was the means of much good, cheerfully ministering 
to the comfort of the sfok and dying. In 1857 be was 
compelled by physical weakness and growing infirmities 
to retire from the active work of the ministry. In the 
more contracted sphere which he now occupied as 
supernumerary, he delighted so far as his strenglh would 
permit, to preach the Word and to engage in pastoral 
visitation. His last illness was short; but through the 
mercy of God be suffered Ii ttle or no pain, and his end 
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was very peaceful. Some of his last expressions were, 
' Jesus is precious.' ' Come, Lord Jesus.' 'Victory ! 
victory! ' He entered into his Master's joy on J un·e 13th, 
1871, in tbe seventy-fifth year of his aO'e and the fifty-
second of his ministry. "' 

RICHARD HADDY. 

T HE Rev. R. Haddy was one of a large class of faithful 
devoted missionaries who leave their native land and 

spend the best of their days in striving to evangelize the 
beat.hen, of whom little is heard or known beyond the 
circle of their immediate friends and acquaintances. But 
notwithstanding their comparative obscurity their witness 
is in heaven, their record is on high, and they will not be 
forgot.ten by Him whose they are and whom they serve. 
Having been happily associated· with this dear servant of 
God in the mission-field, I have a melancholy pleasure 
in offering this humble tribute to bis memory. 

Mr. Haddy was a native of Devonshire, and having 
been brought to a saving knowledge of the truth in early 
life, and become an approved member of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Society and a useful local preacher, he_ was at 
length constrained by the love of Christ to offer himself 
as a missionary to the heathen. At the Conference of 
1824 be was appointed to a station in Southern Africa. 
In different districts of tha,t extensive country he laboured 
faithfully for twenty-seven years, enduring hardships and 
privations such as are known only to those who have borne 
the burden and heat of the day in the high places of the 
mission field. He was often engaged as a pioneer in 
breaking up new ground- and forming new stations in 
Kaffirland, N amaqualand, and in the Damara Country. 
For this work he was well adapted by his habits of patient 
endurance and his knowledge of the Kaffir and Dutch 
languages, in both of which he preached with consider
able fluency as well as in English. He was a devout and 
godly man, and much respected by his brethren in the 
ministry and the people of his charge on the various stations 
which he occupied, It is believed, moreover, that many 
souls were won to Christ through his instrumentality. 

On bis return to England in 1852, Mr. Haddy entered 
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the home work and la.boured in several Circuits till 186.J., 
when he was obliged by personal and domestic affiiction 
to retire as a supernumerary. The evening of his long 
and laborious life was beclouded by ad verse circum:1tances, 
domestic trials, and bereavements, a,s well as by personal 
illness. But he was graciously sustained in all his troubles 
by that God whom he had so long and so faithfully served 
in different lands, and at length he was '.released from his 
suffering and removed to his heavenly rest. He died in 
peace in London, on June 17th, 1871, in the seventy-fifth 
year of his age, and the forty-seventh of his ministry. 

MOSES RAYNER. 

THE name of the Rev. Moses Rayner was familiar as 
a household word on some stations in the West 

Indies, where he had laboured and where I was favoured 
to follow him more than forty years ago. His ministerial 
career at home and abroad possessed features of more than 
ordinary interest. He was born at Manchester on October 
29th, 1788, and although surrounded by religious influences 
at home he spent several years of his youth in sin and 
folly. .A.t length he was visited with severe illness, 
which was the means in the hands of God of awakening 
him to a sense of his danger. His repentance was deep 
and sincere, and it was not till he had watered his conch 
many a night with his tears that he was enabled to ' lay 
hold upon the hope set before him in the Gospel.' When 
he did believe with his heart unto righteou,mess his con
fidence and joy were remarkable, and he was impelled by 
the constraining love of Christ to consecrate himself to 
the service of God in His sanctuary. Having laboured for 
some time its a local preacher he offered himself as a can
didate for the Wesleyan ministry, and in 1814 he was sent 
as a missionary to the West Indies. There he laboured 
with acceptance and success for nearly twenty years; and 
in Bermuda, Demerara, St. Vincent's, and Barbadoes, he 
exerted himself in the most commendable manner to con
solidate and extend the work of God. In the island last
named he succeeded amid much opposition and persecu
tion in re-establishing the mission after it had been broken 
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up, and the chapel and mission house demolished by n 
ruthless mob. The whole course of his missionary career 
was marked by quenchless zeal, indomitable courage, and 
untiring perseverance. 

In 1833 Mr Rayner was obliged by the failure of his 
h_ealth to return to England. After resting for a short 
time be entered the home work, and continued to labour 
in different Circuits for eighteen years. In 1851 increas
ing infirmities compelled him to retire from the full work 
of the ministry and take the position of a supernumerary. 
In this capacity he settled in Manchester, where he was 
ernr ready to assist the ministers to the utmost of his 
power. At length he was entirely laid aside, and he felt 
that his work was done. Through his last illness bis 
dependance upon God was childlike and cheerful. To one 
who spoke to him of the fourscore years of his life well 
spent, he replied; 'Of what I have been I ma.y not boast; 
for what God bas done for me I ought to be thankful; 
but my present happiness is a sure trust in the mercy of 
God through Christ.' In this happy confiding state he 
peacefully passed away to be forever with .the Lord, on 
July 29th, 1871, in the eighty-third year of bis age and 
the fifty-seventh of his ministry. 

MATTHEW GRIMMER 

IS said to have been born in the year 1837; but no , 
record has been found of the place of his birth, or of 

the means by which be was brought to a saving knowledge 
of the truth. Of the genuineness of bis conversion, how
ever, there can be no doubt, for 'by their fruits ye shall 
know them.' Having commended himself to the notice of 
the Wesleyan ministers and Church officers of the Circuit 
in which be resided, as a consistent member and zealous 
local preacher, he was accepted as a candidate for the 
sacred office in 1862, and at once sent to Richmond 
College to prepare for the important work which was 
befo1·e him. There he spent three happy years, and on the 
completion of his course of sfody he was appointed as a 
mis8ionary to the Gold Coast District, Western Africa. 
His first station was A.bbeokuta, where he laboured with 
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zeal and diligence, 'enduring hardship as a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ.' At the end of two years an outbreak 
among the warlike natives occurred, daring which the 
mission-house was plundered, and the missionary driven 
from the station. At the earliest opportunity he resumed 
his labourf!, however, and both at Abbeokuta and at Lagos 
he rendered good service to the cause in which he had 
embarked. 

After a brief visit to England Mr. Grimmer returned 
to Western Africa, accompanied by bis devot-ed wife, in 
the autumn of 1869, and arrived at Cape Coast in safety 
in the middle of November. Here he fixed his residence 
in the centre of bis work, as he had been appointed by the 
Conference to the important office of chairman and general 
superintendent of the Gold Coast District. Although 
rather retiring in his habits, he was so gentle and genial 
towards those who were brought into close contact with 
him, that be soon won the confidence and esteem of his 
brethren in the ministry and the people of his charge. 
As a preacher and pastor he was most diligent and accep
table; he loathed everything approaching to affectation, 
and frequently spoke somewhat strongly on that subject. 
He was humble, sincere, and genuine in all his intercourse 
with his fellow-men, and he was most highly esteemed by 
those who knew him best. His piety was deep and con
stant, and in sickness and in health he invariably expressed 
his unwavering confidence in the atonement. 

Mr. Grimmer had laboured in his new and responsible 
position £or some time with tolerable health and comfort, 
when he was prostrated with fever, as he had often been 
before. But in this case the £ever returned with increas
ing violence at short intervals, and so weakened him that 
fears were entertained as to the consequences. At length 
it was decided that he should try a visit to Madeira as the 
only means likely to promote his recovery. He was 
accordingly conveyed to the vessel in a very feeble state, 
and embarked on the morning of August 4th, 1871. On 
the following day he became worse and before night bis 
redeemed spirit passed away to the paradise of God. His 
remains found a grave in the mighty deep till that day 
whep. the sea shall give up the dead that are therein. 
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JOHN P. WRIGHT 

WAS horn at Mousehole, Cornwall, on February 2nd, 
1847, and savingly converted to God at the early 

age of eleven. He maintained an upright and consistent 
religious course of conduct through life, and was- ever 
intent upon doing good to all around him. As a Sabbath
school teacher and local preacher he was active and suc. 
cessfnl. In a large London house of business in which he 
was employed, he united with other young men like
minded with himself, in holding meetings for devotion, 
and in endeavouring to promote the spiritual welfare of 
his companions. Having been called of God to the work 
of the ministry, at the Conference of 1868 he was received 
as a missionary candidate and sent at once to Rich
mond College for improvement. He was a steady, consis
tent, and diligent student, of irreproachable Christian cha
racter, and gave promise of future usefuluess. Being 
appointed as a missionary to the island of Jamaica he 
anticipated great happiness from his labours there, and 
made preparations for the voyage in good health and 
spirits. In the order of Divine providence, however, he 
was not permitted to reach his destination. While at 
home bidding farewell to his relatives and friends he was 
attacked with fever, which terminated fatally on October_ 
19th, 1871. During his illness, and in prospect of death, 
he felt the disappointment of not being permitted to enter 
upon the mission field ; but he was resigned to the will of 
God, and triumphed through faith, saying, 'I am going; 
but all is well; Victory! Victory!' 

THOMAS LOFTHOUSE. 

F EW missionaries have laboured in foreign lands more 
faithfully or for a longer period without interruption 

than the Rev. Thomas Lofthouse, and there are some 
features in his career of a suggestive and interesting cha
racter. He was born at Goosnargb, near Preston, in the 
year 1801. ·when quite a youth, through tbe introduc-
1 ion of Wesleyan home missionary services into his 
uative village Le was brought to religious decision, and to 
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the experience of peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Having been employed for some time as a local 
preacher, in 1826 he was received as a ()anclidate for the 
full work of the ministry, and soon after was sent as a 
missionary to the West Indies. In that part of the mis
sion field, chiefly in the Bahamas, he spent nearly forty 
years, earnestly labouring to extend the blessings of true 
religion among all classes of the population who came 
under his influence. By his faithfulness and brotherly 
kindness he secured the confidence and affection both of 
his brethren in the ministry and the people of hi.g charge 
on the respective stations which he occupied. He was a 
plain, earnest, faithful, and useful preacher of the Gospel, 
and it is believed that he was instrumental in winning 
many souls for Christ. As a pastor he was diligent in the 
discharge of his important duties, and ever intent on 
building up the Church of which he was a faithful 
minister. 

In 1867 the failing health of Mr. Lofthouse obliged 
him to retire from the mission field, and to take the posi
tion of a supernumerary. On returning to England he 
settled at Bath, where he hoped to be able still to do 
a little work for the Master; but increasing infirmities 
prevented his preaching more than a few times. .A.s long 
as his strength permitted he met a class, and performed 
other minor pastoral duties. During a protracted and 
trying illness his mind was kept in great peace; and, when 
no_ longer able to read the Word of God for himself, he 
listened with devout attention to portions of it which 
were read to him. By the truths of that Word his soul 
was fed, and by the indwelling of the Holy Ghost he was 
enabled to 'rejoice in hope of the glory of God.' On 
December 22nd, 1871, he fell asleep in Jesus, in the 
seventy-first year of his age, and the forty-sixth of his 
ministry. 

JAMES DIXON, D.D. 

I T would have been unpardonable to have omitted from 
the list of missionaries sent forth by the vVesleyan 

Society the name of the great and good Dr. Dixon; fo1· 
although his period of service in the foreign field was 
of short duration and a'Jruptly terminated, he was pos. 
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sessed of a large, philanthropic and t,ruly m1ss10nary 
heart. His whole career was, moreover, more or less con
nected with the missionary enterprise. He was born 
at Castle D011i11gton, on October 28th, 1788, and became 
an earnest Methodist at the age of twenty. After four 
years spent in the cultivation of his mind and the study of 
theology, he was received into the Wesleyan ministry 
by the Conference of 1812, and at once sent into a home 
Circuit. When he had laboured in England with accept
ance and success for twelve years he felt it upon his heart 
to offer himself for the foreign work, and he forthwith 
received an appointment as a missionary to Gibraltar. A 
short trial at this station proved to his regret that hi~ con
stitution was not adapted for a foreign climate, and he 
returned home, and thenceforth laboured in his native 
land. 

Dr, Dixon had exercised his able and popular ministry 
in several of the most important Circuits in the Connexion 
for the long period of half a century, when, in 18G2, he 
was compelled by increasing infirmities and the loss of 
sight to retire from the full work and to become a super
numerary. He settled at Bradford, where he still occa
sionally took a part in the services of the sanctm1ry as he 
was able. At length he became quite incapacitated for 
ministerial duty, and he calmly and patiently awaited the 
call of the .Master, firmly and joyously trusting in the pre
cious atonement. He died in great peace at Manningham, 
on December 28th, 187 L, and was gathered to his fathers 
like a ripe shock of corn ready for the garner of ihe Lord. 

In his best days Dr. Dixon was one of the most promi
nent men in Methodism, and his services both in the pulpit 
and on the platform were of the most popular and efficient 
character. His appeals on behalf of the downtrodden 
African race especially, and in the interests of missions 
generally, made a deep and lasting impression upon all who 
heard them. He was elected president of the Conference 
in 1841 ; and in 1848 he was honoured by his brethren by 
being sent as a deputation to the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church of America, when he fulfilled 
tl,e duties devolved upon him with credit to himself and 
ad vantage to the cn.1rne which be represented. 
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JOSEPH MORRIS. 

T HE missionary career of the Rev. Joseph Morris was 
somewhat chequered; but the vicissitudes throuah 

which he passed were suggestive of useful lessons to tho~e 
who follow in the same sphere 0£ labour. He was born at 
Billericay, in Essex, on October 11 th, 1823; and was 
brought to a saving knowledge of the truth in early life. 
He soon after began to preach, and having been admitted as 
a candidate for tbe Wesleyan ministry, in 1843, he was sent 
to Richmond College, where he spent three years. In 
1846 he received an appointment as a missicnary to India, 
bis first station being Coonghal. He also laboured in 
Bangalore, and was much attaghed to his ministerial 
brethren and to tbe work in which he was engaged. At 
the end of five years his health failed, and in 1851 he was 
obliged to leave.India fo1· a cooler climate. He came to the 
Cape of Good Hope, where I was labouring at the time, 
and my personal intercourse with him during the few 
months which he spent there was of a very pleasing 
character. Having recrnited his health somewhat, at his 
own request, Mr. Morris was appointed to a station in New 
South Wales, and arrived at Sydney in the early part of 
] 852. He had only laboured there and at Paramatta about 
two years when circumstances led to his return to his 
former scene 0£ labour in India. Having previously 
acquired a knowledge of the Canarese language. he felt 
quite at home in the Bangalore District; but he had only 
been employed there about four years when he was obliged 
to embark for England on account of personal and domestic 
affliction. The remainder of his ministerial life was spent 
in his native land, where he laboured for fourteen years in 
various Circuits with credit to himsel£ and advantage to 
the cause in which he was engaged. Re was a man of 
genial spirit, and endeared himself to all as a pastor and a 
friend. His ministry, both at home and abroad, was 
owned of God in the conversion of souls. During his last 
illness he experienced fierce spiritual conflict, which for a 
season caused much depression; but eventually the 'joy of 
salvation' was restored to him. He wrote me an affectionate 
letter from his death bed, in which he expressed his entire 

N 
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confidence in the atonement; and almost in death he was 
beard to say : 

• He calls a worm His friend, 
He calls Himself my God; 

And lie shall save me to the end, 
Through Jcsu's blood.' 

His departure was eminently peaceful. He passed away 
in sleep,' at Boroughbridge, Yorkshire, on January 16th, 
1872, in the forty-ninth year of his age and the twenty
seyenth of his ministry. 

EDW .A.RD FRASER. 

W .A.S a man of colour, one of a large number of native 
converts the fruit of missionary labour, who have 

been raised up at different times and in different countries, 
and called to preach the Gospel to their fellow-conntrymen. 
His history is one of more than ordinary interest. He was 
born a slave in the island of Barbadoes in the year 1798. 
In his youth he was taken by his master to Bermuda, where 
be was brought under the influence of the Gospel, which 
proved the power of God to his salvation. He soon began 
to call sinners to repentance, and such was his intellectual 
power that, when but a stripling and Rtill in bonds, he 
attracted the notice of all ranks by his ministrations. 
Having obta.iried his mannmission he was offered the 
patronage of a colonial bishop ; this he modestly declined, 
and placed himself at the service of the Wesleyan 
Missionary Society, preferring to labour and live and die in 
connection with his own people. By the Conference of 
1827, Mr. Fraser was received on trial as a Wesleyan 
missionary and appointed to labour in the island of 
Dominica. His naturally vigorous mind he disciplined 
and richly stored by diligent study, and he brought all the 
powers of his sanctified intellect to bear upon the one great 
business of. his life. .As a preacher he was thoughtful, 
calm, and dignified both in manner and style; clear in the 
exposition of Divine truth, and powerful in its application, 
he made his appeal at once to the judgment, the conscience, 
and the heart. Out of the pulpit he was a model Methodist 
preacher, never forgetting either his character or bis 
:Master's work. He moved with dignity and grace among 
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the people of his charge, training the young, comforting 
the sick, and relieving the poor; and all this without 
wavering for the long period of forty-four years, which 
were spent chiefly in the Antigua and Jamaica Districts. 
On all the stations which he occupied he was the 
instrument of much good both to saints and sinners; and 
as a faithful minister of Christ, be was highly esteemed by 
all classes of the community. Snch was the estimation in 
which be was held by his brethren in the ministry that 
they elected him to the office of secretary of the District 
for eighteen years in succession. On two occasions Mr. 
Fraser visited England at the invitation of the Missionary 
Committee, when in various ways he rendered good service 
to the Society in whose service he was so worthily 
employed. Many are still living who cherish the memory 
of those noble pulpit and platform deliverances by which 
he vindicated his race against the silly prejudices and false 
assertions of t):te enemies of freedom. Referring to one of 
bis speeches in Exeter Hall, the late Dr. George Smith in 
his History of Methodism, affirms that 'his successful effmt 
on that occasion fully authorised him to stand side by side 
with the Rev. Robert Newton himself,-not as a man and 
a brother only, but as an orator.' He laboured with his 
usual zeal and diligence almost to the last week of his life, 
when his health sudde11ly gave way. A missionary who 
visited him in his last illness testified that 'his death, like 
his life, was serene and beautiful.' He finished his cour:;;e 
in peace in Jamaica, on May 21st, 1872, in the seventy
fourth year of his age and the forty-fifth of his ministry. 

JOHN WAITE. 

BUT little is known of the early life of the Rev. John 
Waite, beyond the fact that he was converted to God 

and consecrated himself to His service when quite a youth. 
He began to preach in the Lambeth Circuit, and his simple 
piety and mental superiority marked him out for a more 
extensive sphere of usefulness in the Lord's vineyard. 
Having offered himself as a candidate for the Wesleyan 
ministry, in 1865 he received an appointment as a missiou
ary to Sierra Leone, and was designated especially to take 
the oversight of the educational department of the work. 

N 2 
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For four years he laboured with commendable zeal and 
rliligence in the native in,.titution at King Tom's Point. 
Nor were his labours in vain in the Lord. He succeeded 
in training up and sending forth a considerable number of 
intelligent school teachers, catechists, and native ministers 
who did good seM·ice in after years on the respective 
Rtations to which they wrre appointed. Whilst thus 
engaged in scholastic duties during the week, he was 
constantly employed on the Sabbath in preaching to the 
people the 'glorious Gospel of the blessed God,' and it is 
believed that many were won to Christ through his 
instrumentality. 

After a brief visit to England Mr. Waite was transferred 
from Sierra Leone to Cape Coast; and on the death of the 
Rev. M. Grimmer, he was appointed chairman and general 
Ruperintendent of the Gold Coast District. He had scarcely 
entered upon his new and responsible office, however, when 
he was attacked with fever, which baffled the skill of the 
physician and in the course of a few days terminated in 
death. He passed away in peace to the better country, on 
.Tune 9th, 1872. Reporting the melancholy event in a letter 
1o the committee in London, the Rev. T. Laing says: 
'After his first attack of fever we all thought the Lord 
would spare him to us, for he continued to progress very 
slowly but favourably till last Friday, when it was evident 
to all that he was much worse.· On Saturday morning he 
was a little better, and again we entertained hope of his 
recovery. In the evening he was worse; and this morning 
all hope vanished as we watched him gradually sinking 
into the shadow of death. He was conscious till the last; 
hut not able to speak to us for some time before his death.' 
Mr. Waite left a widow and two children ; but a few days 
after his death, the little lambs were safely folded by the 
good shepherd, having died of the same fever which 
deprirnd them of their father. Having thus l_aid t~e 
remains of all that was dear to her on earth m their 
African graves the bereaved widow returned to her native 
land, sorely afflicted, but endeavouring to trust in the 
Lord, as many a poor sufferer had done before_.when those 
w horn they dearly loved had fallen a sacrifice to the 
climate. 
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JOHN MORGAN. 

FEW men have been more thoroughly imbued with the 
missionary spirit than the Rev. John Morgan; and 

although his personal labonrs in the foreign field were of 
comparatively short duration and confined to the early 
part of bis ministerial life, he always manifested a deep 
and lively interest in the missionary enterprise. He was 
born at Torquay in the month of May, 1792. When 
quite a youth he manifested a serious disposition of mind, 
but it was not till he was nearly twenty years of a2"e that 
he became decided in his religions character. Having 
drank deep into the spirit of the great revival of religion 
which was then penetrating the most remote parts of 
bis native county, he yielded to the influences which it 
originated and fostered, and be~an to preach the Gospel 
with much zeal and success. He was received as a pro
bationer for the Wesleyan ministry at the Conference of 
1820, and forthwith appointed as the first missionary to the 
River Gambia, Western Africa. For pioneer work he was 
well adapted; and by the exercise of sonnd judgment, 
with zeal and perseverance, in conjunction with. the Rev. 
John Baker, who soon joined him from Sierra Leone, he 
laid the foundation of an important and prosperous station. 
It was intended in the first place to establish the head
quarters of the mission at Tentebar, a native town about 
one hundred miles from the mouth of the river; but on 
inspection this locality was deemed unsuitable. The place 
fixed upon for immediate operation was Mandanaree, in 
the kingdom of Combo, about seven miles from the 
British settlement of St. Mary. After the trial of a few 
months this place was abandoned, on account of its 
unhealthiness, and the mission was located at St. Mary's, 
an island about ten miles from the mouth of the rinr. 
There Mr. Morgan built a mission-house, organised a sm:i.11 
native Church, and established a school. A. few ye.irs 
afterwards, when I was favoured to occupy the same 
station, I saw ample evidence of his zeaI and diligence, 
and beard numerous testimonies to his excellence as a 
missionary. 

On returning to England in 1825, with his _health 
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impaired, Mr. Morgan re!;ted for a year and then took an 
English Circuit. Henceforth he was engao-ed in the 
home work till the year 1855, when he beca~e a super
numerary and settled in his native place. As a preacher 
he shunned all affectation. His style was plain, but lucid 
and forceful, and he seldom failed to interest and edify 
his hearers. During his retirement he preached almost 
e,ery Sabbath, met two classes, and was an indefatigable 
pastor. The missionary fire burned in him till the last, 
and 'in age and feebleness extreme' he was intent on 
doing good. At length the Master called him, and he 
calmly rested from his labours on Friday, June 14th, 1872, 
in the eighty-first year of his age and the fifty-second of 
his ministry. 

ELIJAH HOOLE, D.D. 

THE entire career of the Rev. Dr. Hoole, extending over 
a period of fifty-three years, was intimately and 

honourably identified with the Wesleyan Missionary 
Society, and the providence and grace of Go<l were very 
conspicuous in many incidents of his life and labours both 
at home and abroad. He was a native of Manchester, 
and having been brought to a saving knowledge of the 
truth in early life and called to the work of the ministry, 
in 1819 he received an appointment as a missionary to 
India. On his voyage out, between Ceylon and the con
tinent, the Tanjore, the ship in which he sailed, was 
destroyed by fire, and he and others had to escape for their 
Ii ves in an open boat without any article of clothing 
besides what they had on. He reached Madras, having 
'suffered the loss of all things,' but thankful for life. He 
quickly acquired an accurate knowledge of the Tamil 
language, into which he translated several of Wesley's 
hymns and other works, whilst at the same time he dili
gently preached to the natives at Madras, Bangalore, and 
on other stations, the 'glorious Gospel of the blessed God,' 
in their own tongue. He was, moreover, often engaged 
in pioneer work, and' endured hardness as a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ .. ' 

Having laboured with acceptance and success as a 
missionary in India for nine years, Dr. Hoole returned to 
England in 1828, with hiil health considerably imnaired. 
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During the following five years he was employed as the 
superintendent of Wesleyan missions and schoolf! in 
Ireland, and in 1834 he was appointed one of the geneml 
secretaries of the Missionary Society. The office last 
named he continued to fill with credit to himself and 
advantage to the cause as long as he lived, extending over 
a period of thirty-eight years. During the whole of that 
time, as one of the missionaries of the Society, I was 
favoured with constant COI'respondence with him, and can 
testifyfromexperienceas to the care, kindness, andBympathy 
with which he entered into all the affairs of mission life, 
with a view to promote the comfort of the missionaries 
and the prosperity of the work. For many years in the 
latter part of his life, Dr. Hoole suffered from infirm 
health; but with care he managed to go through a large 
amount of work. At the Mission House and in his own 
room at home, when unable to go to the City, he continued 
to prosecute his beloved work to the last. At length the 
Master called him, and he passed away to the better 
country in great peace on June 17th, 1872, in the seventy
fifth year of his age, and the fifty-third of his ministry. 

STEPHEN RABONE. 

T HE Rev. Stephen Rabone was born at Tipton, in 
Staffordshire, in the year 1811. He was blessed \"l"ith 

godly parents, and he was wont to attribute his early con
version to God to the influence of the prayers of his 
pious mother. The acceptance of those maternal inter
cessions was soon followed by the call o.f the dedicated 
son to eminent service in the foreign field of Christian 
missions. In 1834 he was appointed to labour in the 
Friendly Islands, but did not reach his destination till 
1837, having suffered shipw1·eck on the way, which com
pelled a temporary return to England. In these islands, 
amid war and tumult, when they were in their transition 
state from the darkness and degradation of heathenism 
to the light of Christianity, he remained till 1850, trans
lating the Scriptures into the native language of the 
people and fulfilling his ministry in a manner worthy 0£ 
the highest commendation. 
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On leaving the Friendly Islands Mr. Rabone proved 
himself to be as useful and sagacious a minister in the 
.Australian colonies as he had been in mission work. For 
upwards of twenty years no voice was more familiar than 
his in many parts of New South Wales ; in sonorous tones 
and with much persuasiveness of holy influ3nce he pro
claimed in all its fulness the 'glorious Gospel of the 
blessed God.' His preaching presented the fruits of 
varied reading, of extensive observation, and of much 
prayer. It was thoroughly pervaded with fervent love to 
God and to the souls of men, and was to the last, edifying, 
acceptable, and full of freshness and force. In all the 
duties of the Christian ministry, he was a willing and 
able worker, a model of accuracy, courtesy, and despatch. 
These characteristics were fully recognised by his brethren, 
through whose suffrages he became president of the 
Australian Conference in l8Gl, and general superintendent 
for nearly nine years of the missions under its care. In 
1869, in connection with his old friend, the Rev. James 
"\Vatkin, he visited the Polynesian mission stations as a 
deputation from the Conference. The welcome given to 
the deputation, especially in the Friendly Islands, was both 
enthusiastic and practical, for during the followiug year 
the native Churches in Tonga contributed to the funds of 
the Missionary Society the noble sum of £5,000. Mr . 
.Rabone continued to discharge the duties of his office till 
the very last. He literally died in the work, for sud
denly, while walking from his home in order to preach at 
Wesley Church, Sydney, on Sunday evening, July 21st, 
1872, he expired in the street. Thus did this faithful 
servant of God pass from earth to heaven in the sixty. 
second year of his age and the thirty-ninth of his ministry, 

MATTHEW T. MA.LE 

W AS born at Pengelly, in Cornwall, on Jnly 27th, 
1811. His parents were Wesleyan Methodists, and 

from his earliest years he was the subject of the drawings 
of the Holy Spirit. It was not, however, until he was fif
teen years old that he realised peace with God through fa_ith 
in Christ Jesus. Having begun to preach and offered h1m
belf as a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry,, he was one 
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of the earliest students admitted into the Theological 
Institution. He was in the first instance designated for 
the home work; but during his three years residence in 
the institution there was a remarkable revival of the 
missionary spirit, and he, with other young men, offered 
himself for India, and embarked for that country with 
the Rev. Jonathan Crowther, in 1837. A sudden failure 
of health retarded his progress during the early part of 
his career, but on becoming acclimatised he soon recovered 
his lost steps by a sedulous application to study, and 
became an active and successful missionary. A warm 
heart and much gentleness of manner endeared him to the 
native converts, and his name will be long remembered 
by the people of the stations which he occupied in the 
Mysore District. 

Mr. Male returned to England in 18!8, and laboured 
with characteristic zeal and diligence for a few years in 
different Circuits. But his heart was still in the mission 
work, and in 1858 he resumed his labours in India. On 
this occasion he had spent eight years there, when domestic 
affliction rendered it necessary for him once more to return 
to this country, where he finished a life of chequered 
ministerial labour with beautiful consistency. His faith 
had been assailed by the sharpest domestic bereavements, 
but he was 'steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord'; and when called upon suddenly 
to resign it he made the sacrifice of his life complete by 
meekly laying it down at the bidding of the Master. He 
died in peace at Bath, on Tuesday, July 23rd, 1872, 
in _the sixty-first year of his age, and the thirty-fifth of 
his ministry. 

PETER GERHARD DE ZYLV .A., 

A MAN of rare piety and usefulness, was born at 
Colombo, in the island of Ceylon, on September 17th, 

1809. He feared the Lord from his youth, being favoured 
with the godly counsel and discipline of an excellent 
mother, and a religious training under an uncle who was a 
respected native Wesleyan missionary. He was made a 
partaker of the converting grace of God at the age of 
twelve. Referring to this change he said: 'Having felt 
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deeply the pangs of a guilty conscience, I entered into my 
room, and having closed the door, and prostrated myself 
on my knees, I poured out my soul in prayer, and pleaded 
the merits of Christ's death. I now felt Christ to be my 
Saviour, and my only Saviour. Then~ I felt a joy 
unspeakable, a joy that my sins we1·e all pardoned; a joy 
that I, a hell-deserving sinner, was fully saved by grace; 
and it was a joy which enal>led me with ecstacy of heart 
to cry, "Abba Father."' The consciousness of acceptance 
with God through the Lord Jesus was followed by a desire 
to make Christ known to those who were strangers to' His 
love. 

At the District meeting held in December, 1830, Mr, 
De Zylva was recommended to be received on trial as an 
assistant missionary, and being approved by the brethren 
he was appointed to N egombo. In subsequent years he 
laboured at Matura, Godapitiya, and Pantura; and in 1842 
he was appointed to Morotta, where for twenty-two years 
he exercised his ministry with great accE:ptance and 
usefulness, as an energetic, faithful, and devoted missionary 
of the Cross, .As a preacher he was racy, faithful, powerful, 
and singularly successful. Many hundreds of souls were 
brought to God through his instrumentality. When 
affliction laid him aside he settled at Colombo, and 
subsequently removed to Morotto, where he died in great 
peace, on July 25th, 1872, in the sixty-third year of his age 
and the forty-second of his ministry. 

JOSEPH BROADBENT 

W AS the son of the Rev. Samuel Broadbent; and having 
been trained in the knowledge and fear of God, he 

became a subject of Divine grace at an early period. 
Inheriting a measure of his father's missionary spirit, he 
had no sooner been called to the work of the Christian 
ministry than he offered himself for India. He arrived in 
Calcutta in the early part of 1867, and toward the end of 
the same year L.e proceeded to Lucknow, where he was 
appointed to labour especially for the spiritual benefit of 

· the military. Here, by the kindness of his spirit, uniform 
attention to bis duties, fidelity as a preacher, and untiring 
devotedness to everything calculated to promote the best 
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interests of his charge, he gained the esteem and confidence, 
and the love of all with whom he had to do. After labouring 
with acceptance and success for a few years, he was 
unexpectedly cut down in the midst of his usefulness. 
From the time of his arrival in India op to the attack of 
sickness which ended in his death, he had not been once 
ill. He seemed well adapted for the climate, and it was 
quite expec.;ted, until the morning of the day on which he 
died, that he would soon recover and resume his duties. 
He suddenly became worse and peacefully passed away to 
his eternal rest on Tuesday, August 20th, 187:2, in the 
thirty-third year of his age and the eight of his ministry. 
It is recorded of Mr. Broadbent that he 'lived and died 
well, and he has left a name behind him which will be held 
in high esteem for a long time to come.' 

MARTIN YOUNG. 

THE Rev. Martin Young was born at Radstock on 
September 10th, 1813. From his birth his mother 

dedicated him to the Lord; and in the subsequent training 
of her son she showed the sincerity of her purpose. His 
early life, though unstained by flagrant vice, was spent 
without the realisation of inward religion. At the age of 
twenty-one he went to Canada as a land-surveyor, but on his 
arrival there he changed his plans and established a school. 
There, far from home, and separated from his former 
associates, he reflected upon the counsels and prayers of his 
departed mother, turned with a penitent and contrite heart 
to God, and found mercy through the atoning Saviour. 
He a.t once joined himself to the Methodist Church, and 
soon bElgan to preach that truth to others which had made 
him free. At the outbreak of the Canadian rebellion he 
returned home, and opened a school at Faversham, which 
he conducted with success until he entered the ministry in 
1841. After spending a short time in the home work he 
was appointed as a missionary to Jamaica., where he 
laboured with g1·eat acceptance and usefulness for eleven 
years. He then resumed the English work, and continued 
in it till the Conference of 18li8, when failing health 
compelled him to retire as a supernumerary. He wa,, 
eminently devout in spirit, and though extremely reseneJ 
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in manner, his amiable disposition, uniform seriousness, 
and unimpeachable integrity, combined with a mature judg
ment, gained him the confidence of his brethren, as well as 
the esteem and respect of the people to whom he ministered. 
His sermons were characterised by careful preparation, 
considerable ability, and powerful appeals to the consciences 
and hearts of his hearers. His few years of retirement were 
beclouded by great mental depression, arising from physical 
causes; but he ne,er lost his confidence in God. His end 
was very sudden. On September 23rd, 1872, he was 
abroad, attending to some matter of business, and retired 
to rest as usual, but before midnight his happy spirit had 
escaped to the paradise of God. He died in the sixtieth 
year of his age and the thirty-second of his ministry. 

GIOVANNI ANNIGONI 

WAS born at Parma, in the year 1835, and was one of 
the first fruits of the Methodist mission in Italy. 

Having been hroug·ht to a saving knowledge of the truth, 
he laboured for some time in his native place as a local 
preacher before being called into the work as an Italian 
minister. At Padua, the first station which he occupied 
after bis designation to the sacred office, his preaching 
was exceeding popular, and he gave promise of great 
acceptance and usefulness. But very soon symptoms of 
the disease that ultimately proved fatal began to manifest 
themselves, and for many months before his death he was 
greatly enfeebled, both in mind and body. The cloud 
upon his intellect became more dense as his illness ad. 
Yanced, and on this account no dying testimonies to the 
comforts of Divine grace can be quoted as falling from his 
lips, though bis constant and pathetic appeals to the 
Saviour showed clearly that, though w.ith broken wing, 
the distracted spirit fluttered for shelter to the sure and 
only Refuge. He died on November 24th, 1872, in the 
thirty-eighth year of his age, and the fourta of his 
ministry. 

WILLIAM SHAW. 

F EW men have earned for themselves greater renown 
as pioneer missionaries and faithful workers in tho 
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Lord's vineyard than the Rev. William Shaw; and a brief 
outline of his long and mieful career can scarcely fail 
to interest all who love tl-te noble cau!le to which hi!l 
valuable life was devoted. His father, a generous-hearted 
Yorkshireman, was a soldier in the British army, and wa!l 
Rt,ationed at Glasgow when his son William wa;i born on 
December 8th, 1798. Whilst very young the subject 
of this sketch was truly converted to God, and entered 
upon a co:urse of usefulness which became more and more 
extensive with the lapse of years. He preached his first 
sermon at the age of sixteen in a farmhouse near 
Armagh, in Ireland, where his father's regiment was then 
quartered. By means of private tuition he received a 
good plain English educati_on, and was for some time 
employed as schoolmaster to soldiers' children. This rela. 
tion to the army may serve to account for the military 
bearing, strict discipline, and love of order of the great 
missionary, as well as for the deep interest which he 
felt in the spiritual welfare of soldiers to the end of life: 

Although a married man at the time, ]\fr. Shaw was 
accepted as a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry; and 
having been publicly ordained at St. George's Chapel, 
London, on February 6th, 1820, he soon afterwards 
embarked for South Africa, with a party of emigrants, for 
whose benefit his services were engaged as pastor or chap
lain, both on the passage and in the land of their adoption. 
The story of his toils and sufferings, his trials and 
triumphs, with the British settlers in the eastern province 
in the Cape colony, is touchingly told in a work which he 
afterwards published. About three years after Mr. Shaw's 
arrival in South Africa, his labours were ex.tended to 
the natives of the country, among whom he established 
missions beyond the colonial boundary, thus laying the 
foundation of Methodism among the colonists, Kaffirs, and 
Hotten tots, and initiating a work which has since, by the 
blessing of God on the labours of his associates an,l 
successors, assumed such lal'ge and noble propot·tions. 
In the extension, direction, and superintendence of that 
work he spent about thirty years, and to his sound judg
ment, untiring energy, and patient perseverance, is to be 
attributed its prosperity and success. Every missionary 
who was personally acquainted with his character and 
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labours in South Africa, as I was, will cordially endorse 
this expression of sentiment, and glorify God in him. 

On his return to England in 1857, Mr. Shaw entered 
the home work, in which he spent ten years, being very 
useful and highly esteemed in all the Circuits in which he 
was stationed. In 1869, four years after be had been 
elected president of the Conference, increasing infirmities 
compelled him to retire as a supernumerary, in which 
capacity he still laboured as health and strength per
mitted till his work was done. His declining years were 
happy and his end was peaceful. He passed away to his 
eternal rest on December 3rd, 1872, in the seventy-fourth 
year of his age, and the fifty-third of his ministry. 

PHILIP H. NIEFFER 

W AS a promising young German minister whose 
touching story is soon told. He was born at 

Kircheim-under- 'l'eck. Having been brought, in the 
order of Divine providence, to the metropolis of England, 
he came under the influence of the "Gospel, and was 
savingly converted to God. He bad no sooner found the 
pearl of great price, than he fett anxious that his fellow
countrymen should possess the same inestimable treasure. 
He therefore joined the German Society in the east of 
London, and began to call sinners to repentance. Family 
affairs at length led him back to Germany, and he settled 
in Cannstatt, where as a local preacher be laboured with 
great zeal and acceptance. In 1871 he was received by 
the Conference as a preacher on trial, and was appointed 
to the Hall Circuit, where be was the means of bringing 
many sinners to Christ. But be had not been long 
engaged in the work which he loved, when he was 
disabled by illness. His disease, inflammation of the 
lungs, soon ran its· course, and be died in great peace 
on December 17th, 1872. His last w_ords were,' Jehovah! 
Jesus! Amen!' 

WILLIAM FOX 

W AS born at Attercli:ffe, near Sheffield, in the year 
1806. When seventeen years of age be was deeply 

convinced of sin, and exercising faith in Christ, he 
received the assurance of forgiveness by the spirit of 
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adoption. About two years afterwards he felt called 
of God to preach the Gospel. Having laboured for some 
time as a local preacher, in 1831 he was received as a can
didate for the Wesleyan ministry. From the first he had 
a strong predilection for mission work; but there being no 
immediate call for his services abroad, he spent two years 
in Circuits at home, in one of which a blessed revival 
of religion occurred, of which he was believed to be the 
chief instrument in the hands of God. In 1833 the 
wishes of his hearl were gratified by his appointment as a 
missionary to the Gambia station in Western .Africa, 
where I had the pleasure of receiving him, and inducting 
him to his interesting spherfl of labour as my succesgor. 

Mr. Fox spent ten years in connection with the 
Gambia mission, visiting England at intervals for the 
benefit of his health, which was often impaired in that 
wasting climate. During that period he laboured with 
exemplary zeal and diligence both at St. Mary's and 
at Macarthy's Island, breaking up new grour,d, and pene
trating into the interior as far as Bondou, with the hope of 
introducing the Gospel to the regions beyond . 

.After his return home in 1843, Mr. Fox occupied 
several important Circuits in England, till the failure of 
his health compelled him to retire from the full work 
of the ministry. He became a supernumerary at the Con
ference of 1872, after which he was almost entirely incapa
citated for public service. .A violent cold taken towards 
the close of the year hastened his end. He died at 
Brettle Lane, in the Stourport Circuit, on December 28th, 
1872, in the sixty-seventh year of his age, and the forty. 
second of his ministry. The life of this earnest minister 
of the Gospel was somewhat chequered; but he safely 
entered the harbour at ·last. He was graciously sup
ported in the final contest, and some of his last words 
were those of the beautiful hymn, which he had so often 
sung with delight in the brightest and best days of his 
ministry:-

• Now I have found the gr9und wherein • 
Sure my soul's anchor may remain, 

The wounds of Jesus, for my sin 
Before the world'; foundation slain ; 

Whose mercy shall unshaken stay, 
When heaven and earth arc tletl away.' 
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JOHN SMITHIES. 

LITTLE is known of the early days of the Rev. John 
Smithies. The first glimpse we have of him in the 

records of the Wesleyan Missionary Society presents him 
to our view as a zealous young minister just about to em
bark for Newfoundland. This was in the year 1828, and 
on reaching his distant station he entered upon his work 
in the true missionary spirit. He soon learned the happy 
art of adapting himself to any place 01· people in the midst 
of which duty called him to live and labour. This will 
appear from a brief extract from a letter which he wrote 
to the missionary committee in London soon after he 
reached his first station. Under date of May 14th, 1829, 
he says : ' I proceeded to the District meeting, a distance 
of about seventy miles. It was a very agreeable one: 
such harmony and love prevailed as·made the meeting of 
the brethren profitable to each other. I was re-appointed 
to Rants Harbour, where, I am happy to say, I feel quite 
at home. The people are affectionate and kind, and you 
wiil perceive from the District minutes that the Lord has 
done some good among us.' 

Mr. Smithies laboured in the trying climate of New
foundland with commendable zeal and diligence for about 
nine years, and it is believed that he was both acceptable 
and useful on every station that he occupied. In 1837 he 
returned to England on account of family affi.iction; and 
after two years spent in the home work, he accepted an 
appointment to the Swan River settlement in Western 
Australia, as a missionary to the aborigines and colonists. 
ll e embarked for his distant station with his wile and 
t L ree children on board the ship Prima Donna, on J nnuary 
8th, 1840, and on reaching his destination he addressed 
himself to his manifold duties with characteristic zeal and 
diligence. In a letter written soon after his ardval he 
:-ays: 'On my landing at Freemantle, at the mouth of the 
Swan River, about fourteen miles from Perth, I was 
accommodated with a passage to Perth in a small boat 
Lelonging to :Mr. Armstrong, the native interpreter, and 
now our schoolmaster; and was rowed up_by two native 
lads, about sixteen years of age, who were besmeared all 
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over with a compound of grease and red ochre, and but 
very partially covered with the last remains of a kangaroo 
skin. My vision and feelings were arrested, my sym
pathies were excited, and my fears onl_y allayed by remem
bering that, "of one blood God made " them and us, and 
that for these my Saviour died.' 

In this trying but interesting portion of the mission 
field :r.Ir. Smithies toiled for the comparatively long period 
of sixteen years, often entirely alone, enduring hardships 
and privations such as have fallen to the lot of few mis
sionaries, however unfavourably situated. 

After labouring among the poor aborigines of Western 
Australia for several years, not entirely in vain, but with 
comparatively small results, owing chiefly to their wander
ing habits, Mr. Smithies was obliged to turn his attention 
chiefly to the convicts and free settlers, of whom there 
were thousands almost entirely destitute of the means 
of reiigious instruction. Among these he and his mis
sionary associates reaped an encouraging harvest, on a 
small scale, notwithstanding the numerous difficulties 
with which they had to contend. 

In 1855 Mr. Smithies removed to Tasmania, where he 
laboured with acceptance and success for nine years till 
his health failed, and he was obliged to retire from the 
full work of the ministry and take the position of a super
numerary. After lingering for a few years longer, 
occasionally assisting the ministers as his failing health 
would permit, the faithful servant of God peacefully 
passed away to his eternal rest. He died at West bury 
towards the close of 1872, in the forty-fourth year of his 
ministry, leaving behind him a fine example of ministerial 
fidelity, perseverance, and endurance, amid numerous trials 
and difficulties. ' Well done, good and faithful servant, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.' 

JESSE PILCHER 

W AS born at Ashford in Kent, in 1807, and converted 
to God in early life. Having been Divinely called 

to preach the Gospel, he entered the ranks of the Wesleyan 
ministry in 1831. After labouring with acceptance in 
Circuits at home for three years, he offered himself for 

0 
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the foreign work, and was at once appointed as a mission
ary to the West Indies. He embarked on board the 
Glaphira, in company with the Rev. J. C. Nunn and 
several other missionaries for the Antigua District, in 
January, 1834; but the vessel had not proceeded far down 
the English Channel when she was obliged by adverse 
winds to put back, and_ take refuge on the Mother Bank, 
between Portsmouth and the Isle of Wight. The mission 
party landed at Ryde, where they were hospitably enter
tained by warm-hearted Methodist friends for several 
weeks, till the wind changed, and they were enabled to 
continue their voyage. It was there that I was favoured 
to become personally acquainted with Mr. Pilcher and his 
devoted missionary associates, while det,ained at the same 
place in the same way for some time, during which we held 
several delightful meetings in Ryde and other places, when 
a number of sinners were brought to a saving knowledge 
of the truth. On February 8th, the wind having become 
fair, the anchors were weighed, and we proceeded to our 
respective destinations mutually refreshed and edified by 
our happy Christian intercourse during our detention at 
the Isle of Wight-some life-long friendships being con
tracted. 

:Mr. Pilcher spent thirteen years in the West Indies, 
during which we kept up a regular and somewhat copious 
correspondence. In his precious letters, several of which_ 
are now before me, almost all kinds of subjects were dis
cussed. Plans of study, books read, the working of 
emancipation, the progress of the work of God in the 
respective islands, and Christian experience, each in its 
turn coming in for remark ; and the observations of my 
esteemed friend and brother were always judicious, wise, 
and edifying. Many pages might be filled with interest
ing extracts from these epistles, but a few sentences must 
suffice. His first station was Antigua, and the spirit in 
which he entered upon his work, and his affection for his 
brethren, were clearly indicated in a letter which I received 
from him under date of October 14th, 1834. Among other 
things he says: 'I have long indulged tlrn hope of hearing 
from you, but I believe I have to charge myself with 
neglect in not writing first. I hope we shall never be so 
long again without the pleasure of an interchange of 
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letters. Y 011 will sympathise with us in the death of our 
dear brother Nunn, who was taken to heaven in triumph 
three weeks ago. Oh, let us live and labour for God and 
heaven, for in such an honr :1s we think not the Son of 
Man cometh.' 

Mr. Pilcher laboured also with acceptance and success 
in the islands of Montserrat and Nevis; but he was 
appointed twice to .Antigua, and in that island he spent 
more than half the time he was in the West Indies. It 
was there also that he was most beloved, because best 
known, and where he succeeded, in connection with his 
brethren, in the erection of chapels, and in the consolidation 
and extension of the work of God. The commodious 
sanctuary in St. John's is a worthy monument of bis zeal 
and perseverance. 

On returning to England in 1847 Mr. Pilcher entered 
the homo work, and after labouring for six years in 
English Circuits he was appointed general superintendent 
of Irish missions and schools. In this important depart
ment of Christian labour he spent six years, with credit 
to himself and advantage to the cause in which be was 
engaged. 

In 1861, a chairman and general superintendent being 
required for the Natal District, Mr. Pilcher received the 
appointment, and embarked for South Africa in the same 
spirit of self-sacrifice and holy zeal for the glory of God and 
the salvation of men which had characterised his previous 
efforts. He finally returned to England in 1864, with his 
health considerably impaired. Feeling reluctant to re
linquish a work he loved so well he continued for three 
years longer to occupy Circuits at home, but in 1868 
he was obliged to retire as a supernumerary. The last 
five years of his life were marked by deep affliction, and he 
was generally confined to his house ; but still he en
deavoured to do good by seasonable words to those who 
visited him. He was an intelligent man, a charming com
panion, a faithful friend, a patient sufferer, and an 
exemplary Christian. .As a divine he was sound ; as a 
minister, faithful; as a pastor, indefatigable. He died in 
peace at .Abergavenny on January 23rd, 1873, in the sixty. 
sixth year of his age and the forty.second of his ministry. 

0 2 
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WILLIAM W .A.LKER 

W .A.S one of a noble baud of East India ministers, who 
have been from time to time raised up, as the fruit 

of missionary labour, to make known to their fellow-country
men the good news of salvation. He was born in Madras 
in 1813, and in early life was the subject of gracious in
fluences; but he does not seem to have become decidedly 
religious till he was about twenty~seven years of age. 
The change which he then experienced was evident to all, 
and having himself become a subject of the saving grace 
of God, he felt anxious to do all in his power to win souls 
for Christ. He was first employed as a schoolmaster and 
catechist; and, acquitting himself creditably in these sub
ordinate positions he was promoted in 1854 to the office of 
assistant missionary in the Mysore District. Three years 
later he had so entirely commended himself. to his brethren 
and the people among whom he laboured that he was set 
apart to the full work of the ministry, and was ever after
wards distinguished by many excellent traits of character. 
He was a man of a kindly spirit, and of simple genuine 
piety. He preached to the native Christians with much 
earnestness and feeling, and watched over them with 
fatherly care. Possessing an excellent colloquial know
ledge of Canarese, and considerable aptitude in dealing 
with disputants, he was very efficient in st.reet and village 
preaching to the heathen, and it is believed that many 
were brought to a saving knowledge of the truth through 
his instrumentality. 

The health of Mr. Walker had been feeble for several 
years, but for some months before his death he hl!,d felt 
much better. He had, however, notwithstanding this 
improvement, a presentiment that his end was near; and 
two or three times he spoke to his family of the change 
for which God was evidently preparing him. He antici
pated death calmly and without any misgivings as to the 
consequences, being assured of his interest in Christ. Nor 
did he relax his efforts to promote the extension of the 
Redeemer's kingdom when oppressed with pain and weak
ness. It might be truly s0,id of him that he was 'instant 
in season aud out of season' in labouring for the Master 
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he loved so well. He left home on his last m1ss10nary 
tour, to scatter the good seed of the kingdom, under a 
solemn sense of the uncertainty of life, and it was when 
far away from his family and friends that he was suddenly 
attacked by his last sickness, apparently induced by ex
posure, and sank in a few hours. He died in the travellers' 
bungalow, at Cuddoor, on February 10th, 1873, in the 
sixtieth year of his age. 

DANIEL PINNOCK 

W AS a nativ!l of the West Indies, having- been born at 
Kingston, Jamaica, in the year 1827. He was 

converted to God in early life, through the instrumentality 
of the !Rev. Richard Hornabrook, and thus commenced a 
career of consistency and usefulness which issued, when 
bis work was done, in bis peaceful removal to his ' Father's 
house ' above. Before entering the Christian ministry, he 
was for seven years successfully employed as a local preacher, 
and as a teacher of one of the mission day-schools ; and, 
although consciously called of God to the higher and more 
sacred office of the Christian ministry, his timidity and 
retiring nature caused him to hesitate long before he 
ventured to undertake duties which be regarded as involv
ing the most momentous responsibility. At length, how
ever, he yielded, and by faithfulness and success in his 
work proved himself 'a workman that needeth uot to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.' His gentle 
unpretending piety won the affectionate respect of all who 
knew him, and he went in and out before the people as a 
servant of the true and living God. His mind was well 
stored with useful knowledge, as the result of careful study 
and close application to his books. He had a large ac
quaintance with standard works of divinity, as was evident 
from the respectable character of his pulpit ministrations, 
as well as from his general converse. His disposition of 
mind was exceeding amiable ; yet he was not easily moved 
from his own opinion unless his judgment was convinced. 
His preaching was eminently practical, dealing directly 
with the consciences of his hearers, who felt as they 
listened that the love of Christ constrained him. He was, 
moreover, diligent as a' pastor, and bestowed particular 



llfissionary Worthies. 

attention on the children in the schools, and young people 
generally. 

Mr. Pinnock had laboured for several years with ac
ceptance and success, the Kingston, Port Antonio, Morant 
Bay, and the Bath Circuits having in succession been 
favoured with his earnest ministry, when he was somewhat 
suddenly called to cease from his toil. His last illness and 
death were induced through over-fatigue in going to the Dis
trict meeting, from his having to walk much of the way in 
the hot sun, on account of an accident to the vehicle in which 
he had been travelling. But the Master found His servant 
'watching.' Although unable to speak for two days 
previously, shortly before his departure, in reply to a 
brother minister who asked him,' Is the A.tonementwhich 
you have often preached sufficient for you now? Is Jesus 
precious?' he was enabled foebly but firmly to answer, 
•Yes ! ' He then sank to rest on February 12th, 1873, 
in the forty-sixth year of his age, and the ;;;i.xteenth of his 
ministry. 

JOHN STEPHENSON 

W AS born at- Egglestone, near Barnard Castle, in the 
year 1837. He was brought up in connection with 

the Established Church, bnt did not experience the saving 
power of religion till he was twenty-one years of age, 
when he joined the Wesleyan Methodist Society, through 
the instrumentality of which he had been brought to the 
sa'\'ing knowledge of the truth. He began to preach 
almost immediately after his conversion, and two years 
later-namely in 1860-he was accepted as a candidate 
for the ministry. With a view to prepare him more fully 
for the great work that was before him he was admitted 
as a student into the Richmond Missionary College, where 
his profiting appeared to all. In 1862 he was appointed 
to the Mysore District, in India, where he laboured with 
diligence and success during the remaining ten years of 
his life. He possessed many excellent traits of character 
which endeared him to his brethren in the ministry, and 
rendered him acceptable to the people of his charge, 
whilst at the same time they fitted him in a higher degree 
for extensive usefulness. With a transparent blandneas 
of disposition, and a gentle spirit, he combined firm 
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principle and a high sense of duty. He was very methodi
cal in his habits, and diligently improved his time. Good 
natural abilities were carefully improved and developed 
by study. His attainments in the Canarese language 
were excellent, and he tumed them to good account, both 
in the pulpit and in the preparation of school.books. .As 
a Canarese preacher he was fluent, earnest, and effective. 
His whole heart was in his work, and his great ambition 
was to spend his life in India. 

Mr. Stephenson had enjoyed remarkably good health 
for nearly ten years, when he was attacked by an insidious 
disease which baffied the skill of the physician, and under 
the fatal influence of which he rapidly sank. .A change 
of air was tried, but it was in vain. His work was done, 
and he resigned bis spirit into the hands of his gracious 
Redeemer. He died in peace at Octacamund, on the 
N eilgberry Hills, on .April 5th, 1873, in the thirty-sixth 
year of his age, and the twelfth of his ministry. 

THOMAS HURLBURT. 

FEW missionaries have laboured among the heathen for 
a longer period, or with greater advantage to the 

good cause than the Rev. Thomas Hurlburt. His 
honourable and useful career was, moreover, marked by 
incidents of more than usual interest. We know little of 
his early history; but be appears to have been admitted 
into the ranks of the Wesleyan ministry in Canada, in the 
year 1830, and to have devoted himself from the begin
ning almost entirely to missionary work among the Indians; 
whose language, manners, and customs, he studied with a. 
thoroughness which has i::eldom been equalled and never 
surpassed. The character of the work in which he was 
engaged, aud his wonderful adaptation for it, will appear 
from a brief extract or two from his letters to the mission
ary committee. 

Writing from his far distant station among the Cree 
Indians in the Hudson's Bay territory in 1854, he says, 
' The state of religion here is hopeful. Our meetings on 
the Sabbath are well attended, and there is the appear
ance of increased interest in the means of grace. Last 
Sabbath it rained incessantly, with a cold north wind. 
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Still our fine church was filled four times. First in the 
morning at six; at which time I read the morning service 
in Cree, and preached in Indian. The services of the day 
were concluded with a prayer-meeting at six p.m. We 
have a Sabbath school of eighty scholars, thirty-eight of 
whom stood up in a class and read the English New 
Testament; twenty-five of these had (learned some verses 
of Scripture. Thus far we have been preserved in good 
health, and have great peace and some prosperity in our 
work ; eleven have joined us on probation since our 
arrival, and others are inquiring the way to Zion.' 

The following extract from the last Jetter that Mr. 
Hurlburt ever wrote, will afford another glimpse of the 
character of the man and the manner of his working :
' I am strong for a man of sixty-five, and like the work 
here, because "to the poor the Gospel is preached." All 
schemes and dreams of ambition are dead. My life-work 
is almost done, though still able to preach comfortably 
three times on the Sabbath and walk ten miles. There 
is a large band of pagans at Messenga River, some 
seventy-five or eighty miles up the lake, most degraded. 
I must try and visit them in the spring. I have a good 
boat, but it is too large for me to go in alone, and when I 
take a man, his board and wages cost one dollar per day. 
I must (D.V.) make myself a smaller and lighter boat, in 
which I can go alone, and stay as long as I please without 
expeme. I cannot travel about much in winter; but I go 
every week to our Indian village, five miles up the lake, 
on snow-shoes; the ten miles a day being as much as I 
can do comfortably. I go every Sunday morning, partly 
on snow-shoes, to two white settlements, one three miles 
and the other four; and preach in this village every 
Sabbath evening. I can travel by boat much better and 
faster than I can walk. Our weather is cold and the snow 
deep; but I have a good pair of snow-shoes, and good 
moccasins, and am all right, if the thermometer does not 
sink mol'e than twenty degrees below zero.' 

Mr. Hurlburt was tbos labouring and forming plans 
for future usefulneBs, when his course of happy toil was 
terminated suddenly by an accident, the particulars of 
which are not given. After lingering for a while in much 
pain, but with perfect resignation to the will of God, he 
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died in peace at Little Current, on April 14th, 1873, in 
the sixty-sixth year of bis age, and the forty-fourth of his 
ministry. 

HENRY L. CRANFORD 

WAS born at Llandilo, South Wales, in the year 1841, 
and having been brought to a saving knowledge of 

the truth in early life, and called of God to the Christian 
ministry, be offered himself for mission work in 1863. 
After spending some time in reading and study, under the 
direction of Dr. Kessen, in 1864 he received an appoint
ment to Newfoundland, and reached his destination about 
the latter end of October. He met with a kind reception 
from ministers and friends at St. John's, the capital of the 
colony, and with characteristic energy and determination 
he entered at once upon the arduous duties of missionary 
life. From this time he was 'in labours more abundant '; 
and not seldom in perils by sea and by land. He occupied 
several stations in succession, and always with great ac
ceptance and success. It was bis unspeakable privilege to 
witness extensive revivals of religion, and to be the hon
oured instrument in the hands of God in turning many 
from darkness to light, and from sin to righteousness. 
Whilst on his way to visit one of the outlying stations in 
the prosecution of his missionary duties, on one occasion, 
he suffered shipwreck, and he and the crew were exposed 
in a small open boat, for a length of time, to the intense 
and bitter cold of that bleak climate. On another occasion 
be was the means of saving the crew of a large ship 
observed to be in distress during a terrific storm. Tbe 
inhabitants of the town in which he lived at the time, had 
collected together to witness the awful scene; but none of 
them had courage to venture to the rescue, until their pas
tor jumped into the boat, declaring that he could no longer 
stand there and see bis fellow-creatures perish in the storm 
without trying to render assistance. Animated by his 
manly courage, others followed, and every man of the crew 
was saved from a watery grave. At length his health be
came much impaired with symptoms of a serious character. 

In the month of May, 1872, Mr. Cranford removed to 
St. John's, according to appointment; but he had scarcely 
entered upon the duties of his new station, when be bad 
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a second attack of hremorrhage. His medical attendants 
and friends recommended rest and a change of climate; 
:rnd, to evince their high esteem of his ministerial charac
ter and abilities, they presented him with a purse of one 
hundred pounds, and an address couched in terms of lov
ing sympathy. He arrived in England on December l~th, 
and after spending a few weeks at Matlock, he reached 
Dartmouth very much worse than when he left home. 
Occasionally his sufferings were intense, but in the severest 
:i.gony he would often exclaim: ' Though He slay me, yet 
will I trust Him ; ' ' .A.II things work together for good to 
them that love God.' He never gave up hope of recovery, 
and of again seeiug his dear wife and children, until a. 
short time before his death, when he was enabled to resign 
a_ll into the hands of God. He exchanged mortality for 
life on May 13th, 1873, in the thirty-second year of his age, 
and the ninth of his ministry. 

WILLIAM SHEPSTONE 

w .A.S one of a comparatively small number of devoted 
missionaries of the Cross who were spared, amid the 

trials and dangers of foreign toil, to render efficient service 
to the cause they loved for the long period of half a cen
tury. His career presents to our view some points of 
special interest, illustrative of the providence and grace of 
God in carrying on His work among the heathen. We 
find no record of particulars in reference to his early days 
and conversion to God. He appears to have been a native 
of the West of England, as he was one of the ' Bristol 
party' of emigrants who went out to South Africa, in 1820, 
under the auspices of the British Government, when it 
was decided to establish an English settlement in the dis
trict of Albany, in the eastern province of Cape Colony. 
He was already a pious, devoted member of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Society, and he has been heard to say that a 
hope of being made useful to his fellow-colomsts and to the 
aborigines of his adopted country, entered largely into hia 
calculations when he resolved to leave his native land. 

Mr. Shepstone had not been long in South Africa when 
an opportunity presented itself of carrying out the cher-
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ished desire of his heart to be made nsefal in some way, in 
connection with the glorious missionary enterprise. In 
1823, the Rev. William Shaw, after providing as best he 
could fort.he spiritual wants of the British settlers, moved 
forward as a pioneer missionary into Kaffirland, and com
menced that great work with which his name will ever be 
~onourably associated. On looking round for suitable 
agents to help him in the formation of new stations, and in 
the instruction of the natives, his eye fell upon Mr. Shep
stone, who had already begnn to preach, and who, having 
a practical knowledge of building, was otherwise well 
adapted for the work. He was accordingly engaged, in the 
first instance, as 'artizan' or 'assistant,' and rendered 
efficient service in the erection of buildings, the clearing of 
the land, the cultivation of the ground, and other secular 
but necessary engagements connected with the establish
ment of W esleyville, Clarkesbury, Butterworth, and other 
mission stations, whilst at the same time he took an active 
part _in teaching the people. 

:After )abouring with zeal and diligence for fonr years, 
in connection with the mission, in this snbordinate capacity, 

· it became evident to all that Mr. Shepstone ought to be 
promoted to a higher position, and in 1827 he was accord
ingly proposed and accepted as a candidate for the full 
work of the ministry. The first station which he occupied 
as a regular missionary was Morley, from which he wrote 
his first letter to the committee in London, a brief extract 
from which may serve to show the spirit and motives with 
which he entered upon the work. Among other things he 
says, ' Perhaps it is but reasonable to ex:pect that in this, 
my first communication to you, after my appointment as a 
Wesleyan Methodist missionary, I should say something 
on that subject. All I would say is, I hope I feel the obli
gations that are laid upon me to spend and be spent in the 
missionary cause, and that all my future life may manifest 
that the confidence which has been reposed in me has not 
been ill bestowed ; but that by the grace of God I may 
prove myself to be "a workman that need not be ashamed," 
having an eyo to the recompense of reward; and, sup
ported by your prayers, counsels, and ad vice, I hope yon 
will ever find in me an obedient son in the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.' 
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During tbe whole of bis 'future life' for the Ion CJ' 

period of forty-six years, Mr. Shepstone verified the truth 
and sincerity of his sentiments as expressed above. In 
the course of these years he occupied various stations in 
Kaffirland and the Bechuana couutry, erecting mission 
buildings, breaking up the fallow ground, sowing the good 
see~ of the kingdom, preaching and teaching in the 
native languages of the people, organising native Churches, 
establishing schools, translating the Scriptures, and in 
every possible way striving to promote the best interests 
of the people among whom his lot was cast. Nor did he 
neglect to equip himself for his important work. He 
improved his mind by careful study; acquired a compe
tent knowledge of medicine and surgery; and obtained an 
acquaintance with native languages, manners, and customs 
beyond that of any other missionary we have known. 
Hence he had great influence with the native chiefs, head
men, and the people generally, which he always used for 
the highest and holiest ends. 

In the course of his missionary career Mr. Shepstone 
passed through many scenes of affliction, bereavement, 
and peril. Death frequently visited his lonely dwelling in 
the wilderness. He was exposed to dangers from wild 
beasts and savage men, as well as from storms and tem
pests and the lightning's flash; but his trust was in God, 
who defended him in the hour of peril. On his last station, 
Kamastone, he lived for nearly twenty.five years in suc
cession; during several of which he occupied the important 
position of chairman and general superintendent of the 
Qneenstown District, which he filled with credit to him
self, and ad vantage to the mission. Although endowed 
with a constitution of wonderful vital power, Mr. Shep
stone was far from strong and robust. Indeed the whole 
of his life in South Africa was one of suffering from 
frequent attacks from bronchitis and asthma. This was 
more especially the case as he advauced in years. Having 
derived but little advantage from a brief visit to England, 
it was evident to bis family and friends that his work was 
done. After lingering for some time between life and 
death, he sweetly fell asleep in Jesus, on May 26th, 1873, 
in tLe seventy-seventh year of his age. 
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JOHN GOSTICK. 

T HE missionary career of the Rev. John Gostick was 
comparatively brief, having been cut short by do

mestic affliction; but during his whole life at home and 
abroad, he proved himself to be possessed of the mis
sionary spirit in a pre-eminent degree. And there were 
some features in his hii'ltory and character worthy of 
special notice. He was born at Dover on March 14th, 
1820, where his father, the Rev. Joseph Go'ltick, was sta
tioned at the time. He feared the Lord from his youth, 
and at the age of fifteen he was made painfully conscious 
of the necessity of an inward change. Under the ministry 
of the Rev. John Anderson he became truly penitent, 
and was led to trust in the atonement of Christ for salva
tion. He now earnestly devoted himself to the work 
of the Church, and gave, thus early, promise of those 
gifts and graces which were subsequently developed in his 
ministeria,l life. He was received as a. preacher on trial by 
the Conference of 1839, and was immediately employed in 
the home work, his earnest ministry attracting consider
able attention from the very first. 

When Mr. Gostick had laboured with acceptance and 
success for four years in En~lish Circuits, he felt it upon 
his heart to offer himself for the foreign work, and, in 
1843, be received an appointment as a missionary to India. 
Arriving in safety at his distant station, he addressed him
self to his important dnties in a manner worthy of the 
highest commendation, studying the native language, 
preaching the Gospel, superintending the mission schools, 
and doing everything in his power to promote the exten
sion of the Redeemer's kingdom. When he had laboured 
at Coonghul for about four years, he was visited with 
domestic afll.iction in a form which obliged him to return 
forthwith to his native land, nor was he able ever after
ward to resume his missionary labours, although sincerely 
anxious to do so. 

After his return to England in 1848, .Mr. Gostick 
occupied several of the most important Circuits in the 
Connexion, in every one of which he laboured three years, 
till his work was done. His sermons were polished in 
style, rich in thonght, evangelical in sentiment, and highly 
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instructive. As a platform speaker his genius was of a 
high order; the originality of bis thoughts, the chasteness 
of bis language, the beauty of his imagery, and the 
exquisite humour with which the whole was interspersed, 
enchained attention, and gave interest to all he said. But 
his favourite theme was India, bis brief sojourn in which 
was to him a 'sunny memory,' and the claims of which he 
pleaded with pathos and power. In his pastoral duties be 
was exemplary ; and as a colleague and friend he was kind 
and faithful. I shall never forget my happy association 
with him in missionary deputation work. His last illness 
was brief but severe, and was borne with patience and 
perfect resignation to the will of God. His end was 
eminently peaceful. He calmly passed away to his eternal 
rest on Sunday, June 22nd, 1873, in the fifty.fourth year 
of his age, and the thirty-fourth of his m:nistry. 

THOMAS SKELTON DYSON, 

A PROMISING young missionary, was ea.lied to rest 
from his labours almost immediately after he had 

entered the foreign field. He was received on probation 
as a Wesleyan minister at the Conference of 1873 ; nnd, 
appearing to possess talents which fitted him for the work, 
he was at once appointed to Port Mahon, in Spain. For 
a short time he supplied a vacancy in Gibraltar, and mani
fested a remarkable aptitude for the particular kind of 
work which devolved upon him there; and on reaching 
his appointed station be commenced his labours in the true 
missionary spirit. His letters to the committeo in London, 
which were published in the Notices, show a fine spirit, 
and exhibit a just appreciation of the field of usefulness 
which was before him. The following sentences may 
serve as a specimen of the general tone of his communica
tions :-' The work in Mahon and Villa Carlos is, in 
the highest degree encouraging; and without entering 
into any detailed statistics, I need only say that Methodism 
has taken a surprising hold on the people. I feel that 
love and duty to our aggressive character should lead us 
to entertain thoughts of extending our work, and the 
more so, because on all sides we hear the cry, "Come over 
and help us." These views are the result of observations 
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made during a journey by" diligence," from Mahon to Cin
dadela, up to a recent date a stronghold of ultramon
tanism, situated about thirty miles distant on the opposite 
side of the island. On all sides the country is open, anrl 
it only rests with us to "go up and possess the land." 
May we never fail in this our one duty in respect to 
Spain.' 

Mr. Dyson had only laboured two or three months 
in Port Mahon, and had become much endeared to the 
people, when he was attacked by a disease which baffled 
the skill of the physician and proved fatal. During his 
last illness the dear sufferer was generally insensible; but 
even in his wanderings he was engaged in preaching and 
exhorting in Spanish, so soon had he acquired some know
ledge of the language, and so deeply was he absorbed 
in his work. At length he gradually sank and peacefully 
passed away to his eternal rest, on September 24th, 1873. 
On the following day his ,remains were interred in the 
Protestant cemetery, the Rev. Mr. Brown reading the 
funeral service in a very impressive manner, amid the 
sobs and sighs of a small but devout company of sincere 
mourners. 

WILLIAM HODGSON 

W AS born at Lancaster on December 14th, 1807. 
Having been saving converted to God in early life, 

he united himself to the Wesleyan Methodist Society, 
and began to labour for the good of others, in such 
spheres of usefulness as were open to him. When he had 
exercised his gifts for some time as a local preacher, 
he felt constrained to offer himself as a candidate for 
the ministry, and after undergoing the usual examination 
he was accepted. He seems to have had a predilection 
for the foreign work from the beginning, and in 1835, the 
Conference at which he was received, he was appointed as 
a missionary to Jamaica. He entered upon his labours in 
Kingston just as the poor negroes were emerging- from 
their long night of bondage, and when special efforts were 
required to prepare them mo1·e fully for the change in their 
social position upon which they were entering. Naturally 
earnest and thoroughly practical, a warm-hearted .Metho
dist preacher, he devoted himself to the work assigned 
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him, proving himself to be a self-denying, willing labourer 
in the vineyard of the Lord. He enjoyed the full confi
denc-e of his brethren, and in the working of his Circuits 
he shrank from no toil, however hazardous or protracted. 

It is recorded of Mr. Hodgson that he took an affec
tionate interest in the people of his charge, paying special 
attention to the Sabbath and week-day schools under his 
care, and otherwise seeking to promote the religions in
struction of the rising generation. He possessed a cheer
ful disposition, and was happy in his work. The salvation 
of souls was the chief object of his ministry and teaching; 
and it is believed that in the great day of accounts he will 
be found to have saved himself and many of those who 
heard him. 

Mr. Hodgson laboured for the long period of thirty. 
eight years in Jamaica with no interruption but that of a 
short visit or two to England to recruit his health. He 
occupied various stations during this period, and in the 
Grateful Hill, Clarendon, Morant Bay, Montego Bay, 
Beechamville, and other Circuits, he exerted himself with 
commendable zeal to consolidate and extend the work. 
His last sickness was brought on by exposure to inclement 
weather in the performance of his ministerial duties when 
but just convalescent from a previous attack of illness. 
After lingering for a short time he died in the full triumph 
of faith at Kensington, Manchioneal, on October 8th, 
1873, in the sixty-sixth year of his age, and the thirty
ninth of his ministry. 

HENRY WHARTON. 

AMONG the names of native ministerij who have been 
raised up from time to time on the foreign field, as 

the immediate fruit of missionary labour, that of the Rev. 
Henry Wharton is deserving of an honourable place. 
Whether we consider the character and the length of his 
service; the incidents which marked his career; or his 
happy and triumphant end, we are constrained to glorify 
God in him. 

Henry Wharton was born in the island of Grenada, 
West Indies, in the year 1819, when negro slavery was in 
the zenith of its power; but, being the child of respectable 
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free persons of colour he was happily exempt from the 
trio.ls 11nd degradations of bondage. When he was abont 
seven years of age a Sunday-school was commenced by the 
missionaries of St. George's, and the little brown bo_v was 
among the first whose names were entered on the list of 
scholars. Young as he waH, some good impressions were 
made upon his mind at this early period. These might 
have resulted in maturity of Christian character had he 
remained in attendance at the school, but he wa8 soon 
afterwards sent to Scotland for education, and it was not 
till the year 1840, some time after his ret11rn to Grenada, 
that be became a subject of the converting grace of God. 
The honoured "instrument in bringing him to Christ wa;i 
Mr. James Nibbs Brown, a respected local preacher and 
leader, whose class he immediately joined, and he hence
forth proved himself a faithful member of the Methodist 
Church. 

My personal acquaintance with Mr. Wharton com
menced in the month of March, 1841, when I landed at 
Grenada to take charge of the Circuit. He was among 
the first of the members who came to welcome ·me to his 
native isle; and from his evident intelligence and piety I 
received an impression that he was intended by Divine 
providence for a sphere of nsefnlness in the Church. 
Under this conviction I offered to assist him in hi3 studies; 
and such was his marked improvement that, after he hau 
worthily filled the offices of class leader, local preacher and 
school teacher for nearly two years, I felt warranted in 
recommending him as a candidate for the ministry. In 
this capacity he accompanied me to the District meeting 
in St. Vincent's in 1842, where he preached his trial 
sermon and passed his examination in the most satisfactory 
manner. He was ultimately received into the ranks 
of the Wesleyan ministry, and in January, 1843, he 
accompanied me as my colleague to the Biabou Circuit. 
There he was an inmate in my family, and laboured with me 
as a son in the Gospel for two years, during which I found 
him humble, affectionate, faithful, and diligent; and I 
learned to esteem him very highly in love for his works' 
sake and for the many excellent. qualities which I discove1·ed 
in his character. He was a guod preacher, a diligent 
student, and a faithful friend. 

p 
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In our mutual intercourse we often spoke of Africa and 
the spiritual destitution of its degraded inhabitants,
subjects on which be was never weary of asking questions. 
At length he became so deeply interested in these matters 
that he made up his mind to offer himself as a missionary 
to the benighted land of his forefathers, believing that he 
was called of God t.o the work, and that he could endure 
the trying climate of the Western Coast better than any 
European. His offer was at once accepted, and he 
embarked for his new and distant sphere of labour, via 
England, according to the instructions of the committee. 

Mr. Wharton was spared to labour on various stations 
in the Gold Coast District for nearly thirty years, and was 
made the honoured instrument of winning many souls for 
Christ. During this long period we kept up a constant 
correspondence; but the wost touching letter which I ever 
received from him was written in Kumasi, the blood 
stained capital of Asbantee, from which I extract the 
following sentences: 'While waiting to receive the respects 
of the king and his people, two men about to be sacrificed 
were hurried by where I sat. Their arms were closely tied 
behind tbeir backs. Long spear knives were thrust 
through their cheeks, from which the blood flowed 
copiously, and curdled on their breasts. In all eight human 
beings fell under the sacrificial knife in honour of the 
deceased queen of Jabin, in Kumasi alone. The number 
slaughtered in Jabin itself must have been immense.' 
Thus be went on to describe how these 'dark places of the 
earth were full of the habitations of cruelty,' and the need 
be had of my sympathy and prayers. 

Having visited England for the benefit of his health, 
when I bad the pleasure of once more holding sweet 
Christian intercourse with him, Mr. Wharton returned to 
Africa to continue his beloved labours. This he did for 
Reveral years till his health entirely failed. His sickness 
was aggravated by the care and anxiety which devolved 
upon him as the newly-appointed chairman and general 
superintendent of the Gold Coast District, on the breaking 
out of the Ashantee war. By the advice of his medical 
attendant he embarked for Madeira, but received no benefit 
from the change. Indeed, be was too far gone, and his life 
was rapidly ebbing away. During the few days that he 
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lingered after he landed in Fanchal, he was constantly 
attended by his friend and colleague the Rev. C. Rose, to 
w horn he expressed his entire resignation to the will of 
God, and his unwavering trust in the atonement, and so 
passr,d away to bis eternal rest. He died on October llth, 
1873, in the fifty-fourth year of his age, and the thirty-first 
of his ministry. 

PETER TURNER. 

W HETHER we consider the lengthened period of his 
foreign labours, or the character of bis services, the 

Rev. Peter Turner must be regarded as occupying an 
honourable place in the foremost ranks of missionary 
worthies. There were, moreover, some circumstances 
connected with his history which mark his eventful career 
with more than ordinary interest, and which are worthy ef 
special notice. 

Mr. Turner was a native of Manchester, where he was 
savingly converted to God in early life. Having been 
admitted to the ranks of the Wesleyan ministry in 1829, 
he offered himself as a missionary to the heathen, and he 
forthwith received an appointment to Polynesia. He 
embarked for his distant station in the month of August, 
1830. The principal scene of his labours for many years 
was in the Friendly Islands, where he witnessed a work of 
grace such as has scarcely a parallel in the history of missions. 
In the course of a few years a whole nation was raised 
from a state of heathen darkness and degradation to the 
position of men and brethren in Christ, by the faithful 
preaching of the Gospel, the instruction of the rising 
generation in the mission schools, and the translation of 
the Scriptures into the vernacular language of the people, 
in all of which he took a prominent and actirn part . 

.A. few sentences extracted from his copious and interest
ing communications to the committee in London, will show 
the nature of the work in which he was engaged, and the 
spirit in which he did it. Under date of Lifukt1, July 16th, 
1832, he wrote as follows:-' The work is still prospering 
in all the islands of the Habai group, where we have 
teachers. During the last quarter the number of converts 
at this station was almost doubled, ·when Ml'. Thomas 
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left in December for Tonga, we had 550 meeting in 
class, and we have now 1,000; and I am happy to inform 
you that the blessed work, iu which our whole souls are 
engaged, is spreading and widening in every direction. In 
the language I am making some progress. I am able to 
make malagas, or sermons readily, but not to say much 
extempore. I have also nearly translated the books of 
Nehemiah and Ezra; I will not say perfectly, but I am 
thankful to make a beginning, and I hope to go forward 
trusting in God. We have native teachers on five of the 
islands. It is surprising how soon the natives learn to 
write. All can read, and many write; but we are very 
much in need of slates and pencils; also blacklead pencils 
for our class leaders, of whom we have more than twenty.' 

In 1836 Mr. Turner removed to Samoa, and became 
the pioneer missionary to a group of islands in Polynesia, 
where a few rays of Gospel light bad been taken by some 
converted Friendly islanders who had emigrated thither, 
but where a European teacher had never yet been. He 
witnessed the commencement of a great and glorious work 
in Samoa; and, although another Society afterwards took 
upon itself the chief burden of evangelizing the natives of 
that group, the fruit of Mr. Turner's labours there, and of 
those who succeeded him, still remains to the honour and 
glory of God. 

On returning to the Friendly Islands in 1841, Mr. Turner 
resumed his beloved labours among the natives with charac
teristic energy and zeal, rejoicing in the progress the work 
had made during his absence . .Adverting toa second glorious 
revival of religion with which the islands were visited soon 
afterwards, he writes as follows: 'After continuing together 
for some time at one of our meetings we pleaded before 
God for the prosperity of His great cause in the Circuit: 
and while thus engaged, the Holy Spirit was poured out 
upon us in an extraordinary manner, and we were all 
"filled unutterably full, of glory and of God." The leaders 
were soon seen rejoicing in the salvation of God, and the 
most desperate sinners were affected, being deeply con
vinced of sin and crying aloud from the disquietude of 
their souls. Men, women, and children were praying for 
mercy on every side. Prayer-meetings were held three or 
four times a day during the following week, and in some 
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instances through the whole night. The results were 
astonishing. One night twenty-eight persons professed to 
find peace, and at other meetings many more. The teacher.i 
have given in the names of more than 1,000 persons who 
have received a sense of acceptance with God, and the work 
is still goir.g on. To God be all the praise.' 

After labouring with nnwearied zeal and diligence in 
the South Sea falands for about twenty-three years, in 
1854 Mr. Tumer's health fairly broke down, and he was 
obliged to remove to New South Wales. From this time 
he retired as a supernumerary, but on regaining his 
strength somewhat, he was ever ready to render any aid 
in his power to the ministers of the Circuits in which he 
sojourned. At length the end came, and he died in great 
peace at Windsor on November 2nd, 1873, in the seventy
third year of his age, and the forty-fourth of his ministry. 

MATTHEW CRANSWICK, 

BORN at Igmanthorpe, Yorkshire, March 10th, 1799, 
was the son of eminently pious parents, under whose 

godly teaching he early became the subject of deep reli
gious impressions. At the age of fourteen he received the 
Divine assurance that God for Christ's sake had forgiven 
his sins, which assurance he retained uninterruptedly 
throughout his life. Having been called to the Christian 
ministry in the Wesleyan Connexion, in 1829 he was 
appointed by the Conference as a missionary to British 
North America, where he laboured with acceptance and 
success for about six years, chiefly in Cape Breton, Nova 
Scotia. There he ' endured hardness as a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ,' being made the honoured instrument of 
gathering many precious souls into the fold of the Re
deemer, and in planting Methodism where the Gospel had 
never been preached before. Returning to England in 1835 
he henceforth laboured in the homo work, occupying 
several important Circuits with credit to himself and 
advantage to the cause in which he was engaged. 

Mr. Cranswick was distinguished by great simplicity 
and transparency of character, and for deep attachment to 
the doctrines and polity of Wesleyan Methodism. As a 
preacher he was earnest and evangelical ; as a pastor dili-
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gent and sympatbisini:r; and as a superintendent consider
ate and faithful. In 1863 he was obliged by the failure of 
his liealth to retire from the full work of the ministry, and 
for several years prior to his death he was unable, through 
bodily infirmity, to preach or to take any part in public 
services. In his last illness his confidence in Christ was 
strong and his hope of heaven bright. He died iµ great 
peace at Eastbourne, on December 6th, 1873, in the 
seventy-fifth year of his age and the forty-fifth of his 
ministry. 

ISAAC WHITEHOUSE 

w AS a famous missionary in his day, and his minis-
terial career both at home and abroad possessed 

some features of special interest. He was born in the year 
1799, in the county of Stafford; and when twelve years of 
age he was converted to God under the ministry of the 
Rev. Joseph Womersley. At an early period he began to 
exert the powers of his renewed nature in ea,rnest efforts to 
save souls. Believing himself to be moved by the Holy 
Ghost, he offered himself for missionary work, and was 
accepted by the Conference of 1823: He was appointed to 
the island of Jamaica, where he arrived in the early part of 
the following year, and entered upon his labours in the true 
missionary spirit. At that time the cause of God in 
Jamaica was exposed to much opposition; but by his con
stancy in suffering and firmness in enduring persecution 
he justified the wisdom of the Society in selecting him for 
this arduous field of labour. He despised not the condition 
of the enslaved people to whom he was sent to preach the 
Gospel ; nor did he refuse to be imprisoned in a loathsome 
cell on their behalf. A man of exemplary stability of 
character and purpose, he stood in the breach in the cause 
of Christian principle and truth in a time of great ci vii 
and religiow; oppression and persecution. After twenty 
years' toil in the mission field, Mr. Whitehouse returned to 
England and laboured with ardour and acceptance in 
several Circuits in his native land; but his heart was still 
in the mission work, and at the Conference of 1846 he once 
more embarked for the West Indies. On this occasion he 
went out as the chairman and general superintendent of 
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the Bahamas District, an office which he worthily filled for 
six years. After this be laboured in Bermuda, St Kitt's, 
Nevis, and again in Jamaica for several years. The island 
last named appears to have been his favourite field of toil; 
for, when he was fairly worn out, and obliged by advancing 
years and increasing infirmities to retire as a supernumer
ary, he settled at Kingston, where he was much respected 
and esteemed by his brethren in the ministry, and by all 
classes of the community. From his place of retirement 
he was at length taken to his reward in heaven. He died 
in peace on January 6th, 1874, in the seventy-fifth year ol' 
bis age and the fifty-first of his ministry. 

DAVID DE SILVA. 

FEW native ministers have been more eminent in their 
day or have a more interesting history than the 

Rev. David de Silva. He was bom at Belligam, a 
southern port of Ceylon, in the year 1817. His father 
was pundit, or instructor in languages, to several of the 
early missionaries, including the companions of Dr. 
Coke after they had lost their leader and head ; and 
young David, the teacher's son, was thus brought 
into association with the pioneers of our Singhalese 
work at an early period. He was converted to Goel 
in his youth under the ministry of the H,ev. Thomas 
Kilner, and ever retained the joy of his acceptance with 
God through Christ his Saviour. He began to preach at 
seventeen years of age, and soon proved himself an able 
minister of the New Testament. His powers of insight 
and his intellectual gifts were of a superior order, and 
careful cultivation added greatly to their value. By long
continued ;study in the sacred books of Bud.clhism, in 
association with the Rev. Daniel John Gogerly, he 
attained a high rank as a Pali scholar. As an expounder 
of Buddhistic philosophy he had no equal in the native 
ministry of Ceylon, and his eminent powe1· in controversy 
made him a centre of widespread influence and usefulness. 
The productions of his pen are found in many depart
ments of Christian literature and general knowledge, and 
in them he has left enduring proofs of his deep research 
and minute observation, as well as of his kindness of heart. 
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The bymns of bis composition will probably be sung by 
the congregations of Ceylon as long as the Singhalese 
language endures. 

Nor was Mr. De Silva less eminent as a 'Christian 
m1ss10nary. Having been admitted to the ranks of the 
native ministry in 1841, he occupied several stations in 
his native isle with credit to himself and advantage to 
the mission. In preacbing the Gospel he displayed his 
rich endowments with good effect, be was 'an eloquent 
man, and mighty in the Scriptures.' His pastoral duties 
were discbarged with affectionate conscientiousness, and 
he is still remembered as 'a burning and shining light'; 
and many who were brought to God through bis instru
mentality rejoiced to walk in the light which he shed upon 
their path, and to follow the example which he set before 
them. 

The life of this devoted servant of Christ was brought 
to a close after a brief illness, which was but the final 
development of a malady from which he bad long suffered : 
many hours and days of pain were suffered by him without 
one word of dist-rust or murmuring. He always spoke of 
having unshaken faith in God, and said he was undisturbed 
by any assaults of Satan. On the last night of his life 
his own translation in Singhalese of the hymn beginning 
'There is a fountain filled with blood,' was sung by those 
standing around his couch, when, with his remaining 
strength, be raised his hand in triumph, and motioned to 
his daughter to keep it lifted until the strain, so full of 
truth and joy, was ended. Thus he passed away to join 
the ranks of the 'first-born' above. He died at Col. 
petty, Colombo, on January 7th, 1874, in the fifty-seventh 
year of his age, after thirty.three years of consecrated 
service in his Master's cause. 

GEORGE SCOTT, D.D. 

W AS born in Edinburgh on June 14th, 1804. He was 
educated for commercial life, but his early dedica

tion to God made him, even in youth, a diligent student of 
the Bible, and of the literature which is devoted to the 
elucidation of the sacred books. The discipline of his 
l.:ome life brought out the natural energy and self-reliance 
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of his character; and when be gave bis heart to Goel, 
everything was consecrated with it. He entered the 
ranks of the Wesleyan ministry in 1830, and was at once 
appointed as a missionary to Sweden. This was at that 
time a field that presented peculiar difficulties to a foreign 
labourer, and the skill and fidelity with which the zealous 
young minister mastered them, and the extraordinary 
success of his labours during a period of twelve years, 
are familiar to the Christian world as a classic story in 
the annals of the missionary enterprise. At length, how
ever, he was obliged to retire from the field in consequence 
of the fierce opposition with which he was assailed; but 
t.he persecntion which drove him from Stockholm was as 
honourable to himself as it was disgracefnl to those 
whom a faithful and fearless ministry had made his 
enemies. 

On his return to England Dr. Scott occupied several 
important Circuits in succession for thirty- two years, 
during a considerable part of which period he was also 
the chairman of a District, and at different times he ful
filled other important duties in the service of the Connexion 
at home and abroad. In 1859 he revisited Stockholm, 
and saw fields which he had sown in tears twenty years 
before white unto the harvest. He was received with 
enthusiasm by all classes; and hundreds of people, including 
persons of high rank, as well as clergymen, hailed him 
as their spiritual father. In 1866 he was appointed 
president of the Conference of Canada and Eastern 
British America, the duties of which office he fulfilled 
with characteristic fidelity, energy, and zeal. In every 
position in which he was placed he enjoyed the confidence_ 
of his brethren and the respect of all with whom he had 
to do. He was a good preacher, an eloquent advocate of 
missions, and a judicious and.able colleague. His spirit was 
eminently .catholic; and w bile a faithful Methodist p1·eacber 
he was a servant of the universal Church of Christ, help
ing to the best of his opportunities those great movements, 
such as the Bible Society and the Evangelical .Alliance, 
in which all who name the name of Christ are equally 
concerned. 

The close of the life of this faithful servant of God 
was in beautiful harmony with its entire course of con-
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~ecrated service. He who had been unwearied and inde
fatigable in work was equally steadfast in suffering, and 
he finished his course with joy, and the ministry which he 
bad received of the Lord Jesus to testify the Gospel of 
the grace of God. He died in peace in Glasgow on 
January 28th, 1874, in the seventieth year of his age and 
the forty-fourth of his ministry. 

A.DA.M NIGHTINGALE. 

IT is recorded of the Rev. A. Nightingale that he was 
born at Oundle on August 25th, 1789, and that although 

not favoured with religious training he was nevertheless 
the subject .of gracious emotions, checks of conscience, 
ann alarming apprehension in reference to bis sinful state, 
in early life. As he approached manhe,od he was pro
,identially brought under the influence of Methodist 
teaching ; and his attention to the word preached issued 
in bis conversion to God. In 1822 he was called to the 
work of the ministry, and having offered himself for the 
foreign work he received an appointment as e. missionary 
to K ewfoundland. On July 16th, in the same year, he 
embarked for his distant station. The vessel in which he 
sailed was of small tonnage, and laden to the utmost of 
her capacity. 'l'his circumstance, together with the in
clemency of the weather, rendered the voyage very uncom
fortable. After having been tossed about on the stormy 
Atlantic for sixty-seven days the frail barque entered the 
harbour of St. John's on Sunday morning, September 21st, 
and the passengers rejoiced to know that their stormy 
,oyage was ended. T_he vessel had no sooner come to 
anchor than a deputat10n of gentlemen came on board to 
request the newly-arrived missionary to supply the pulpit 
for the remainder of the day ; and weary as he was, he 
proceeded to the chapel and preached both afternoon and 
evening to large and attentive congregations. 

Mr. Nightingale thus entered upon his ministerial 
duties in Newfoundland full of heart and hope, and in 
the faithful discharge of those duties, notwithstanding the 
rigour of the climate, he spent nearly forty years with 
little interruption from sickness or otherwise. Through 
the ruggedness of the country and the lack of anything 
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like modern public roads, the work of the missionary was 
at that time most laborious and trying, especially in the 
winter season, when the weather was frequently very 
inclement. Hence, it is not surprising that after the long 
and arduous period of service just named his health should 
have failed. In 1859 he was obliged to retire as a super
numerary, and he settled in St. John's, where he gladly 
rendered such service as his failing strength would permit. 
In 1865 he returned to England and took up his abode at 
Redlands, a suburb of Bristol, where he spent the 
remainder of his days. For several year., previous to 
his decease he was almost entirely confined to the house; 
and the complaint from which he suffered, for a protracted 
period, tended to impair his nervous system, in consequence 
of which he was sometimes troubled with doubts and 
fears in reference to his spiritual safety; but in his most 
depressed state he clung to the atonement of Christ with 
great simplicity of mind. .Almost his last words were, 
'Talk to me of Jesus.' He died on March 29th, 1874, in 
the eighty-fifth year of his age and the fifty-second of 
his ministry. Mr. Nightingale was modest and unobtrusive 
in his demeanour, yet in the cause of Christ lacked 
neither courage nor firmness. He was a man of deep and 
ardent piety, and his love for souls was intense. His 
preaching was plain but thoroughly evangelical and 
practical, and his appeals to the hearts of his hearers 
were earnest and powerful. In various places where he 
exercised his ministry he had visible fruit of his labours, 
which will no doubt be manifest in the day of the Lord. 

JOSEPH JACKSON 

W AS the son of a devoted Wesleyan missionary to 
South Africa, of the same name, and the whole of 

his life was spent in that interesting part of the wide field. 
Having known him personally from his boyhood, I can 
testify to his amiability and to his many other excellencies 
of character. He was born at the Lily Fountain Station, 
on Khamiesberg, Little N amaqualand,on August 17th, 1833. 
As a child he was characterised by obedience to his parents, 
and by his love of reading and attention to religious ser
vices. When about twelve years of age he was convinced 
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of sin, passed through a season of deep distress, and then, 
through faith in Christ, realised peace with God. About. 
this time he came to Cape 'l'owu with his parents, who 
were about to remove from the Cape of Good Hope to Natal, 
and, young as he was, .I discovered in him promising talents. 
In his se.enteenth year he began to exercise his gifts as a 
local preacher, and his name was eventually placed on the 
plan of the Pietermaritzberg Circuit. In the gracious revi
valofreligion with which the Indaleni Circuit was favoured, 
in the year 1859, Mr. Jackson was much interested; and, 
in addition to his school duties, being at that time the 
t€acher of the day-school at that station, he did much 
towards its promotion, sometimes spending the greater part 
of the night in prayer with the penitents, many of whom 
obtained salvation. 

Believitag himself called of God to the work of the 
ministry, and passing creditably the preliminary examina
tions, he was recommended by the District meeting to the 
Conference of 1859 and was cordially approved. He subse
quently laboured in several Circuits with great acceptance. 
ln 1866, with the consent of the missionary committee, he 
visited England, where his pulpit and platform addresses were 
highly appreciated. On that occasion I had an opportunity 
of renewing my acquaintance with him, and was struck 
with the contrast between the tall manly form which he 
presented, and the blithe young lad of twelve summers, as 
vre received him from the wagon in Cape Town on the 
arrival of the family from Namaqualand. On his return 
to Natal he again occupied important stations, labouring 
to the full extent of his strength, until a severe attack of 
fever hrouo-ht his valuable life to a close. During his last 
illness he ;u:lfered much, but it was evident that in him 
patience had its 'perfect work,' and his trust in God was 
unshaken. His piety was deep and uniform. The qualities 
of his mind were of such a kind as to fit him for great use
fulness in the Church. As a preacher, both in English, 
Dutch, and Kaflir, he was distinguished by simplicity, 
ea!'nestness, and power; and as a pastor he was faithful 
and assiduous. He passed peacefully away to his eternal 
reward on Good Friday, April 3rd, 1874, in the thirty. 
1;ixth year of his age and the fifteenth of his ministry. 
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JOHN W. APPLEYARD 

W AS the son of an flsteemed Wesleyan minister, ancl 
as such enjoyed special religiou;i pri vilege3 in hi~ 

early clays, being trained up from his chilclhoocl in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. This resulted in the 
dedication of himself to God in his youth, ancl in his call 
to preach to his fellow-men that Gospel which was made 
the power of God to his own salvation. He was admitted 
as a probationer for the Christian ministry in 1838, ancl 
after spending three years in the Theological Institution 
to prepare him more folly for the great work which was 
before him, he received an appointment as a missionarv to 
South Africa, and in that interesting part of the wide 
field he laboured for the long period of thirty-six years, 
till the Master called him to rest from his toil. Mr. 
Appleyard spent two or three years in colonial Circuits at 
an early period of his ministry; bnt it was in Kaffirland 
that he was best known and most highly esteemed. He 
devoted himself to the native work with a zeal and 
earnestness worthy of the highest commendation. Few 
missionaries have equalled him, and perhaps none have 
surpassed him, in a critical knowledge of the Kaffir lan
guage. So thoroughly had he mastered this difficult 
tongue, and so well was he qualified in other respects for 
the responsible position, that in 1853 he was appointed to 
Mount Coke, and entrusted with the management of the 
large and important mission printing establishment 
located there, as well as with the editorial department for 
south-eastern Africa. In this work of faith and labour 
of love he spent the last nineteen years of his useful life ; 
and it is almost impossible to overrate the value of his 
services to Kaffir literature. His large Philosophical 
Grammar of the Kaffir language, and of its various 
dialects, has met with the approbation of distinguished 
European philologists, and has been of emine □t service 
to missionaries and others. His labours as a translator 
of the Scriptures and other books into the Kaffir lan
guage have been justly regarded by his brethren, and by 
the missionaries in Kaffirland generally, as most valuable 
and important, and they have been dnly appreciated by 



222 llfissi'onary Worthies. 

the British and Foreign Bible Society and others com
petent to judge in such matters. 

M:r. Appleyard was not only an able, gifted, e,nd 
scholarly missionary, but he was also characterised by 
unaffected meekness, gentleness, and love, as I can testify 
from a personal acquaintance with him in the mission 
field. Re possessed in no ordinary degree the affection 
and confidence of his brethren and the people generally, 
and many sincerely mourned their loss when he was unex
pectedly summoned to enter into the joy of his Lord. He 
died in peace at Mount Uoke, British Kafft·aria, on April 
4th, 1874. · 

GEORGE BUTTLE 

WAS born at Snaith, in the county of York, in 1810, 
and was brought to a saving knowledge of God at 

the age of seventeen. He was admitted to the ranks of 
the Wesleyan ministry in 1838 ; and having offered him
self for the foreign work in 183~1, he received an appoint
ment as a missionary to New Zealand, for whi.cb place be 
embarked with several others in the month of August, 
in the same year. On reaching his destination he addressed 
himself to his important work in the true missionary 
spirit. Having mastered the native language, he hence
forth delighted in preaching the Gospel to the poor 
J'lfaoris, and by doing all in his power to raise them from 
their degraded position. Nor we1·e his labours in vain in 
the Lord. He and bis associates in the work were 
favoured to rejoice over a pleasing measure of success, as 
1he following extract from one of his letters, dated Wai pa, 
July 14th, 1850, will clearly show:-' I should be glad 
if I could send yon a more encouraging account of the 
work of God in this Circuit ; I will nevertheless rejoice 
that we are still favoured with signs of His presence 
among us. Notwithstanding our discouragements·, and 
they are many, it is beyond doubt that the Gospel has 
exerted, and i., exerting npon the people, a powerful 
influence for good. In many important respects they are 
a different people from what they were some years ago; 
and the change which bas taken place they willingly and 
unhesitatingly ascribe to the preaching of the Gospel 
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among them. It has been the means of saving them 
from many of their native super!ltitions, customs, and 
practices, almost too horrible to write about. And we 
may go further and say, there are those who by the 
"Spirit:" can "call Jesus, Lord,"and "knowin whom they 
have believed.''' In the same letter Mr. Bottle says: 'A 
few months ago, his excellency, Sir George Grey, hononred 
us with a visit. In five minutes from the first announce
ment of his approach by our native servant, he was in the 
house; so that we were clearly taken by imrprise. The 
party spent the Sabbath with nii, Sir George and hi:; 
suite attending our native services; and the news of bis 
arrival having rapidly spread, the people congregated in 
large numbers. His politeness and affability were strik. 
ingly observable, and his kind notice of the poor New 
Zealanders secured for him their friendly smiles. His 
excellency spoke well of the Society's operations in and 
arolfnd Auckland, and seemed pleased with all be saw.' 

In 1858 Mr. Buttle returned to England with bis 
health impaired; and after spending five years in the 
home work, he deemed it necessary to retire as a super
numerary. Wishing to end bis days in New Zealand, in 
] 863 he again left his native land, and sailed with his 
family for the Southern world. For several years he 
rendered such service as his declining strength would 
permit, till he was called to his eternal rest. His end 
was eminently peaceful. Some of his last words were, 
'Jesus is with me and will carry me across the river.' He 
died at Otabuhu, on July 10th, 1874, in the sixty.fonrtu. 
year of his age and the thirty-sixth of his I!llnistry. 

JOHN CURTIS 

W AS a promising young missionary whose career was 
brief and chequered, and whose early removal from 

the scene of his labour was sincerely deplored. We have 
no particulars of his parentage or early life; but he 
appears to have given his heart to God while young in 
years, and to have been inspired with an intense desire to 
be made useful to his fellow-men. After spending three 
years in the Missionary College at Richmond, he was in 
1868 appointed to labour in Honduras, Central America. 
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On arrivirtg at his distant st.at.ion he entered upon his work 
with a full determination to spend and be spent in the ser
vice of the Lord. Both at Belize, the capital of the settle
ment, anJ. at Corozal, he rendered good service to the cause 
in which he was engaged, till his health, which had never 
been robust, seriously failed. In 1872 he returned to 
England, and was so far recruited by the voyage and visit 
to his friends that he was ordained at the Conference, and 
appointed to Turk's Island in the Bahamas District, the 
climate of which was thought well adapted for his delicate 
constitution. On the voyage out Mr. Curtis took a severe 
cold, which quickly resulted in the development of pul
monary disease. After a short career of greatly inter
rupted labour in Turk's Island, his medical attendant 
advised his return once more to England, as the only means 
likely to save his life. Accompanied by his devoted wife 
and child, he proceeded to Puerto Pl&ta, where they 
embarked in the steamer Severn. The dear sufferer was 
in a very weak and debilitated state, and on the following 
day he ceased to live. He passed away in peace to his 
eternal rest on August 6th, 1874, and his remains having 
been consigned to a watery grave in hope of a glorious 
resurrection to eternal life, his bereaved widow, with her 
fatherless child, pursued her voyage with a heavy heart to 
her native land. · 

Mr. Curtis is described by those who knew him as a 
young man of amiable disposition, exhibiting in an eminent 
degree the' meek and quiet spirit' of his Master. He also 
possessed the tact and soundness of judgment which are so 
essential to the successful prosecution of mission work, 
especially in the West Indies. His whole character gave 
promise, had it pleased the great Head of the Church to 
spare his life, of a successful missionary career, 

THOMAS BURROWS 

W AS born in Manchester on August 29th, 1807. He 
was converted to God while a scholar in the Sab

bath-school in which he afterwards became a teacher. In 
1831 he entered the Wesleyan ministry, and having offered 
himself for the foreign work be was appointed to the 
island of Jamaica, where be laboured diligently for four 
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years. On his return to England in 1836 he entered the 
home work, but after two years he resumed his missionary 
labours in Jamaica, and in the Black River, Morant Bay, 
and Grateful Hill Circuits he spent nine years in earnest 
and successful efforts to evangelize and elevate the people 
among whom his lot was cast. The character of his labours, 
and tl.Je spirit in which he performed his ministerial duties, 
will appear from the following brief extract of a letter 
which he addressed to the Missionary Committee from the 
statjon last named, nnder date of December 5th, 1844 :-

' Since I wrote you last, I have been the subject of 
affliction, occasioned by excessive travelling and exposure 
for hours to the fervid rays of an almost vertical sun, but 
am at present partially recovered, thanks be to a kind and 
gracious Providence. My desire is not to live to myself, 
but to publish with my latest breath the love and sovereign 
care of the Rock of my salvation. Having been invited to 
the parish of Mitcalfe, where we have neither missionary nor 
mission-house, I left this morning at five o'clock for that 
place, distant about sixteen miles, accompanied by some of 
the UI)ity friends. We crossed one river seven times; and 
the W agwater, a dangerous stream that runs almost across 
the island from south to north, once ; we then ascended a 
stupendous hill, not less, I should suppose, than two thou
sand feet high, on the summit of which the place of our 
destination stands. On these delectable mountains, "where 
every prospect pleases, and only man is vile," I found a 
people destitute of Christian ordinances, and living in a 
state of rebellion against God. I married one couple and 
published the banns of another, and then preached at ten 
a.m under a booth to a large congregation, and to many of 
them the word appeared to be made a blessing.' 

After his final return to England in 1847, Mr. Burrows 
occupied several Circuits in this country with acceptance 
and success for twenty-four years, till he was called to rest 
from his labours. Bis last illness, which was short, was 
brought on bv a severe cold which took the form of 
diphtheria, and terminated fatally at Kingston on August 
17th, 1874. Be is described by his brethren as a 'kind, con
scientious, good man,' and as often saying at parti11g, 'Let 
us preach for souls.' On the morning of the day on which 
he died he rose, but after taking some refreshment again 

Q 
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retired; and, in a short time, turning to his daughter he 
said, 'Rest, perfect rest,' and passed away; thus suddenly 
ending a ministry which had been sustained with vigour 
and earnestness for forty.three years. 

HENRY POPE WILSON, 

BORN in London, May 11 th, 1826, was highly favoured 
in his early days with religious privileges. The 

Christian training which he enjoyed in a home distin
guished by earnest godliness, led him when very young to 
give his heart to God; and, as he grew up to manhood, his 
piety was gradually developed and matured. After enga
ging in various subordinate branches of service to Christ 
and His Church, he was accepted as a candidate for the 
ministry, and admitted into the Richmond branch of the 
Theological Institution, where he was fa,voured to spend 
three years. During this period he proved himself to be a 
diligent student; and by his general deportment, gained 
the esteem and confidence of his tutors and all with whom 
he had to do. Having offered himself for the foreign work, 
in 1851 he received an appointment as a missionary to 
the West Indies, where he laboured with commendable dili
gence and a pleasing measure of success for eight years. The 
stations which he occupied were in the islands of St. Vincent, 
Barbadoes, and Trinidad, in each of which it is believed 
that he was made the honourecl instrument in the hands of 
God of winning souls for Christ, and in building up 
believers in the faith and hope of the Gospel. 

Soon after his return to England, in 1859, Mr. Wilson 
was appointed to take charge of the English work in Paris, 
where he laboured with acceptance and success for two 
years. He then entered the home work, and occupied 
several Circuits in succession in his native land with credit 
to himself and advantage to the cause until 1872, when 
he was compelled by the total failure of his health to 
become a supernumerary. He was a diligent, faithful, and 
laborious minister of Christ; particularly assiduous in pastoral 
visitation, by means of which he was made a blessing to the 
people of his charge, not a few being comforted and edified by 
his counsel. The period of bis retirement was one of much 
weakness and depression; but he was enabled to rest 011 
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the great facts and truths which he had spent his life in 
proclaiming to others, and he realised the sustaining power 
of the Spirit of Christ in his affliction. When the last 
messenger came the faithful servant of God was found 
ready to enter into the joy of his Lord. He died in peace 
at Hornsey, on August 24th, 1874, in the forty-ninth year 
of his age, and the twenty-fourth of his ministry. 

PETER SAMUEL 

WAS an earnest, warm-hearted Scotchman, who spent 
a long and laborious life in the service of his Divine 

Master. He was born in the city of Edinburgh on August 
22nd, 1804. While a student in the royal academy of 
his native city, he became a subject of deep religious 
impressioq, and united himself to the Presbyterian Church. 
During a sojourn in London he was invited to attend the 
Wesleyan Methodist ministry, and was introduced to a 
class meeting, by which means he became instructed in 
'the way of God more perfectly.' On his return to Edin
burgh, he united himself to the Methodist Church there, 
and wishing to be useful in his day and generation he 
was led to undertake the work of a local preacher. It is a 
pleasing fact that at this early period he was not permitted 
to labour in vain. Among other instances of usefnlness 
it may be mentioned that he was the means of leading the 
Rev. George Scott, D.D., to become a Wesleyan 
Met,hodist. 

In the year 1830 Mr. Samuel offered himself as a candi
date for the ministry; and, on being accepted, he received an 
appointment as a missionary to Jamaica, where he laboured 
with zeal, diligence, and success for thirteen years. At that 
time the poor negro slaves were just emerging from their 
long night of bondage; and the subject of this brief sketch 
took his full share of the labour and suffering which then 
devolved upon the missionaries, and proved himself to be 
a genuine friend of the African race. He rejoiced in the 
glorious emancipation, and through his instrumentality many 
were made spiritually free ; for 'whom the truth makes 
free they are free indeed.' 

On his return to England in 1844, Mr. Samuel zealously 
-prosecuted his sacred toil in various Circuits, until the 

Q 2 



228 llf"issionary Worthies. 

Conference of 1868, when failing health compelled him to 
become a impernumerary. He settled in Bedford, where 
his amiable disposition, catholic spirit, and readiness to aid 
in every good work to the utmost of his strength, won the 
esteem both of the people of his own Church and those of 
other denominations. As a minister he was well grounded 
in Christian theology, and took great delight in preachil!g 
and in conducting prayer-meetings. He was also very 
attentive to the young, and indefatigable in pastoral visita
tion. His departure was quite unexpected. On the evening 
of his death he met his class as usual, and gave out the 
hymn commencing, ' Come Jet us join our friends above,' 
and spoke and prayed with his wonted fervour. He after
wards attended public worship with evident enjoyment. 
He retired to rest apparently in better health than 'Usual, 
but in a few minutes he was called away. '.A.bseut from 
the body,' he was 'present with the Lord.' He died thus 
suddenly on August 26th, 1874, in the seventy-first year 
of his age and the forty-fourth of his ministry. 

THEOPHILUS PUGH, 

B ORN at Shrewsbury, in the year 1801, had not the 
advantage of a pious training, and when a youth he 

was in danger of falling into Socinian error. But he 
possessed a naturally thoughtful mind, and honestly sought 
after truth. He was induced to place himself under the 
teachings of Wesleyan Methodism, which were soon 
blessed to his conversion to God and to his open connec
tion with the Church of Christ. He at once became deeply 
anxious for the spiritual welfare of others, especially of his 
' kinsmen according to the flesh,' some of whom through 
liis pious exertions were early led to embrace 'the truth 
as it is in Jesus.' After giving evidence of possessing 
suitable gifts and graces for the Christian ministry, he 
was accepted by the Conference of 1826, and appointed as 
a missionary to the West Indies, where he laboured with 
zeal, diligence, and success for sixteen years. About one
J,alf of this period was spent in the Bahamas and the other 
in Bermuda. Jn both places he was much respected, and 
bis efforts were made a blessing to many, as I can testify 
from personal observation, having frequently heard him 
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and his services spoken of in terms of the highest commen
dation many years afterwards. 

In 1843 Mr. Pugh rAturned to England and entered 
the home work. In various Circuits in his native land he 
prosecuted his beloved labours with his wonted zeal and 
vigour, until 1865, when failing he~.lth compelled him to 
retire as a supernumerary. Even then he could not be 
idle. He was led to take charge of a Society and to preach 
as often as his strength would permit at Gargreave, in the 
Skipton Circuit, where he continued to reside as long as 
he lived, rendering good service to the cause of God and 
to Methodism. His last illness was short and his death 
somewhat sudden; but by grace he was found complete in 
Christ. The night previous to his departure he asked 
those who were with him to sing 'Rock of Ages,' and 
' Abide with me,' and, so far as his failing strength per
mitted, he joined in singing both hymns. Soon afterward;i 
he said, 'The valley is very dark-very dark;' almost 
immediately adding, 'But no, I see Jesus yonder. Be 
beckons me and all is light! ' These were his last words. 
He soon afterwards literally slept the sleep of death, no 
one perceiving the precise moment when his happy spirit 
took its flight. He departed this life on October 12th, 
1874. 

It is recorded of Mr. Pugh that he was a diligent 
student of the Scriptures, and that he laboured unceasingly 
for the salvation of men and the glory of God. As a. 
preacher he was faithful to his Divine commission, ever 
fearlessly 'declaring the whole counsel of God.' Hi~ 
sermons were generally expository, and were eminently 
practical; his delivery was fervid, and often very effective. 
Asa pastor and friend, he was open, kind, and sympathising. 
During the more active period of his career he was chair
man of several Districts, the duties of which office he 
discharged with uniform consistency, conscientiousness, and 
ability. 

JOSEPH F. SOUTHERN, 

A NATIVE of Shropshire, gave his heart to God in the 
morning of life. He was early honoured with a 

Divine call to preach the Gospel. After spending about 
two years in the Richmond College, in 1868 he was 
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appointed as a missionary to the West Indies. He had 
laboured with acceptance on several stations in the Antigua 
District for about six year'!, when the melancholy event 
occurred which brought ~is useful labours to an end. 
While bathing in the sea at St. Eustatius, on the morning 
of November 16th, 1874, with two of his friends, he was 
borne by a receding wave so far from land that neither his 
own efforts nor those of others could rescue him from his 
perilous position . .After vainly struggling for a while with 
the waves he sank to rise no more; and thus, by a 
mysterious providence, was his brief but valued ministry 
terminated. 

His brethren in the ministry bore the most honourable 
testimonies to the many excellencies which they discovered 
in the character of the dear departed servant of God. The 
District Record says:-' .As a preacher, though not brilliant, 
he was a workman that need not be ashamed. His sermons, 
which indicated close thinking and careful preparation, 
were marked by clearness and simplicity, and were 
delivered in an easy, earnest, and winning style. .As a 
colleague he gained by his frank and genial disposition 
the confidence and esteem of his brethren; while as a 
faithful pastor, he was greatly beloved.' 

The mournful event not only plunged the bereaved 
friends and relatives of the deceased into deep distress, but 
cast a gloom over the Circuit in which he laboured, and 
over the entire District. 

JOHN W. BELL 

W AS a promising young missionary whose career 
terminated, in the order of Divine providence, soon 

after it had begun. He was received as a probationer for 
the ministry by the Conference in 1874; and, having 
offered himself for foreign service, he was at once appointed 
to St. Mary's, on the River Gambia. He embarked for 
his prospective scene of labour on November 7th, in good 
health and spirits, on board the Royal Mail steamer Volta, 
in company with the Rev. Messrs. Bew and Penrose, who 
were proceeding to the Sierra Leone and Gold Coast Dis
tricts respectively. They reached the Gambia towards the 
end of the month, when Mr. Bell met with a most cordial 
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and affectionate reception from the missionary already on 
the station and the people generally. He had not preached 
many times, however, when he was smitten down with the 
fever pecnliar to the country, contracted it, was said by his 
having imprudently travelled through a dangerons swamp 
in the discharge of his missionary dnties. The fever 
quickly ran its course, and after suffering much for a few 
days he died in peace on December 17th, 1874, before he 
had been a month in the country. How mysterions are 
some of the dispensations of Divine providence! but 'what 
we know not now we shall know hereafter.' 

CLEMENT JOHNS 

W AS an earnest and de,oted native missionary, who 
was strnck dead by lightning, near the Palmerton 

station in Pondoland, South Africa, on January 4th, 1874, 
under circumstances truly affecting. He had been savingly 
converted to God and trained for usefulness in the Church 
of Christ several years before, at Verulum, during the time 
that the Rev. John Allsopp had charge of that station. He 
was admitted as a probationer to the Wesleyan ministry in 
1868; and, at the time the solemn event occurred which 
terminated his valuable life, he had just been ordained to 
the full work of the ministry after labouring successfully 
as a probationer for five years at Palmerton, D'U rban, and 
Emfundisweni. The Rev. W. H. Milward gives the fol
lowing interesting account of the manner in which the 
mournful event occurred and of the character of the 
deceased:-

' It appears that Clement Johns left Emfundisweni on 
the morning of the last day of his life in high spirits, in 
company with two or three native young men belonging to 
the station. They proceeded safely over the road till they 
were within about four miles of Palmerston; when as they 
were riding along near the top of a steep hill which they 
were about to descend, the lightning struck the ground 
just in front of their horses. They at once dismounted 
and led their horses ; but had not proceeded many yards 
when they were all struck down, and rendered insensible. 
The survivors do not know how long they remained in that 
state; but one of them, Josiah by name, upon recovering 
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his conscionsness, shook the nearest to him, who got up, 
and the two toget.her proceeded to look at Clement. They 
found that both he and bis bot·se were dead, and he himself 
burnt fearfully, his clothes being scorched and his boots 
cut from his feet by the action of the lightning. 

' \Vhat a mystery of providence! Clement had only just 
been ordained at the District meeting, when his exceed
inglyclear and simple statement of his conversion, Christian 
experience, and call to the ministry affected and charmed 
ns all. His genial disposition, his growing intelligence, his 
bumble and loving spirit, his genuine Christianity, his 
natural shrewdness and his ability and zeal as a Christian 
minister, commanded the respect and admiration of every 
European in the country; while among the nativeR, from 
the chief downwards, every one who knew him esteemed 
him yery highly. He was my colleague for three years, 
and I saw very much of him; and the more I saw of him 
the more highly I respected and loved him as a ChrisLian 
brother. I hoped that a long course of Chric1tian useful
ness was before him; but, alas! he is not; God has take11 
him to live where "the wicked cease from troubling and 
the weary are at rest." ' 

GEORGE SCOTT, 

T HE son of the Rev. Dr. George Scott, was born at 
Stockholm, November 11 tb, 1839, where his father 

was then stationed. When three years old he came with 
bis parents to England, where he enjoyed the usual 
religious advantages of Wesleyan ministers' sons. He 
received a good education, and was of an open, truthful, 
and affectionate disposition. The great spiritual change 
was wrought in him by Divine grace when he was twelve 
vears of age, from which time he walked ' in the fear of 
the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost.' Being 
called of God, and ' well reported of by the brethren,' he 
was received as a candidate for the ministry, and sent to 
the Richmond College. Here he applied himself with 
earnestness to study and evangelistic labours. Having 
offered himself for the foreign work, in 1862, be received 
an appointment as a missionary to Becbuanaland. From 
the time of his arrival in South Africa he was more or 
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less affiicted; and in 1871 he was obliged to return to 
England in search of health. The change having been 
somewhat 1beneficial, ho was again appointed to foreign 
work; and in 1873 he proceeded to Bloemfontein, tbe 
capital of the Orange Free State, South .Africa, where the 
last year of his life was spent. 

It was now hoped that Mr. Scott might be spared to 
labour in the mission field for many years, as he was able 
to take his regular turn of preaching and to devote his 
attention also to the training of a few native young men 
for the work of evangelists. The hopes of his friends were 
doomed to disappointment, however; as, ere long, serious 
symptoms of disease again manifested themselves. His 
last public service was on Sunday, November 2rlth, 1874, 
and from that time his strength gradually failed. He is 
described by his brethren as unselfish, considerate, and 
true; of an ardent disposition, and thoroughly devoted 
to the labours of his office. .As a student he was diligent, 
especially in searching the Scriptures; as a preacher he 
strove to iuterest and instruct those who heard him, his 
sermons being carefully thought out, and delivered with 
much power; as a pastor he was especially mindful of his 
duty, giving particular attention to the sick and lambs of 
his flock. He died in firm confidence in his Saviour, on 
February 10th, 1875, in the thirty-sixth year of his age, 
and the thirteenth of his ministry. 

GEORGE KEVERN, 

A NATIVE of Devonport, was the son of pious parents, 
who trained him up in the good and right way. He 

was led to.give his heart to God in his youth, and soon 
began to labour for the good of others. Believing him
self to be called of God to the work, he offered himself as 
a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry and was accepted 
by the Conference of 1839. He was at once appointed as 
a missionary to the Friendly Islands, and on October 14th, 
he and his devoted wife went on board the Triton and 
sailed for their distant station, in company with several 
others who were destined for different scenes of labour iu 
the southern world. The commencement of the voyage 
was not very auspicious; the missionary ship having to put 
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oack and take shelter in Milford Hiwen, in consequence of 
stormy weather and contrary winds. On weighing anchor 
a second time, when the wind became fair, the noble 
wsscl proceeded without further interruption. .Mr. 
Kevern reached his destination in safety in the early part 
of the following year, and entered upon his work in the true 
missionary spirit. He soon gained a fair knowledge of the 
soft and euphonious language of the Friendly islanders, 
and for a period of eight years did good service in the 
Vavou group, in which he chiefly laboured. At length 
his health, which was never robust, gave way, and in 1847 
he was reluctantly compelled to return to England. 

On entering the home work, after a year spent at 
Calais, Mr. Kevern occupied several Circaits in succession 
in different parts of the kingdom for about twenty-seven 
years, in all of which he won the con:6.denc& and esteem of 
his colleagues and the people among whom be laboured. 
He was, moreover, favoured to witness an encouraging 
amount of spiritual prosperity, and to rejoice o::rer souls won 
for Christ, and the consolidation and extension of the work 
of God. Nor did he ever lose his missionary spirit. For 
some time he was engaged on behalf of the Bible and 
Missionary Societies in conducting through the press the 
Tongan New Testament; and be was frequently employed 
in missionary deputation work. In service of the kind last 
mentioned I had the pleasure of bis company for two or 
three weeks in 1848 as my colleague in the Exeter District. 
Whilst thus associated with Lim from day to day, a mutual 
attachment sprang up between us, which lasted through 
life. I V1"as never tired of hearing his touching stories of 
the con.version of King George of the Friendly Islands, 
and other affecting incidents. At length bis health 
entirely failed, and he was quite_ incapacitated for his 
work. His last illness was short hut painful. He endured 
his sufferings with much patience, till the last messenger 
came to release him from them. He died in peace on 
March 24th, 1875, in the fifty-eighth year of his age, and 
the thirty.sixth of his ministry. 

Mr. Kevern was remarkable for his kindness, gentle
ness, and universal goodness. As a superintendent he 
was courteous, prompt, and faithful. Notwithstanding 
his undoubted ability he was unassuming and retiring in 
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bis manner. His preaching was marked by great clear
ness, soundness, and :fidelity. Be was accustomed to dwell 
chiefly on the leading doctrines of the Gospel, and always 
showed a distinct apprehension of his subject. Nor did he 
labour in vain. It is believed that many both at home 
and abroad will be his joy and crown of his rejoicing in 
the day of the Lord.] 

ROBERT HAWKINS 

WAS born at Stamford Bridge, on October 17th, 
1802; and, having been brought to a saving 

knowledge of the truth in early life, he soon manifested 
an aptitude for usefulness and a desire to instruct others 
in the things ' belonging to their peace.' After exercising 
his gifts for some time as a local preacher he was admitted 
into the ranks of the Wesleyan ministry ; and, in 1823, he 
received an appointment as a missionary to St. Mary's, on 
the River Gambia, Western Africa. The spirit in which 
he entered upon his work and laboured for three years 
there may be gathered from the tone and tenor ot his 
letters to the committee in London. Writing under the 
date of May 27th, 1825, he says: 'In my last I stated 
that we enjoyed tolerably good health, which I am happy 
to say is the case at present ; and I trust the Lord will 
grant us a continuance of the same blessing through the 
approaching unhealthy season. We beg an interest in 
your prayers, that God may spare our lives and make us 
more useful. The congregations, I am happy to say, are 
on the increase. The native worshippers improve in 
cleanliness, in order, and in number; and I have no doubt 
we shall soon see much good done at St. Mary's.' Having 
succeeded Mr. Hawkins on :this station a few vears after
wards, I often heard the people speak of him and his 
devoted wife in terms of the highest commendation, and 
I bad ample evidence that they had not laboured in vain. 

On returning to England in 1827, Mr. Hawkins spent 
one year in the home work, and then embarked for the 
West Indies, having been appointed to a station in the 
Antigua District. With the exception of a brief visit to 
England in 1843, he continued to labour in the Leewaed 
islands without interruption for forty-seven years, mani-
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festing the deepest interest in t,he welfare of the ncg-ro 
race, both in the time of their bondage and aft.er theit· 
emancipation. In Antigua, St. Kitts, Nevis, Tortola, and 
other islands, the salutary influence of his Christian 
character and faithful ministry will long be felt and 
remembered. In the island last named he spent ten years, 
ha ,ing been appointed to it three several times, and bis 
name is held in grateful remembrance by all classes of the 
community. Being incapacitated for the full work of a 
Circuit by advancing years and increasing infirmities, in 
1866 Mr. Hawkins retired as a supernumerary; but even 
then he was far from being inactive; in St .. Eustatius 
and St. Bartholomew's he laboured in preaching, meet
ing classes, and in pastoral visitation i:o the utmost of 
his strength. It was at the place last named that he 
finished his course in peace, surrounded by a kind and 
affectionate people, on July 14th, 1875, in the seventy-third 
year of his age, and the fifty-second of his ministry. 

JAMES BANFIELD. 

F EW men have served the cause of missions more 
efficiently than the Rev. James Banfield; and there 

were some features in his character and career worthy of 
special notice, illustrating as the.f do the providence and 
grace of God in raising up suitable agents for carrying on 
His work in foreign lands. Mr. Banfield was born at 
Devonport in 1812; and, having been brought to a saving 
knowledge of the truth in early life and called of God to 
preach the Gospel, he entered the ranks of the Wesleyan 
ministry in 1839. From the very first he felt his heart 
drawn toward~ the foreign department of the work, for 
which he nobly offered himself; and, having spent a few 
months in preparatory study at the Theological Institution, 
Hoxton, under the Rev. Dr. Hannah, he received an 
appointment as a missionary to the West Indies. In that 
interesting part of the wide field the whole of his 
laborious and useful ministerial life was spent, with the 
exception of two years during which he laboured in 
England, on the occasion of the only visit which he made 
to his native land in the course of a quarter of a century. 

Mr. Banfield's first appointment was to the Kingstown 



James Ban.field. 2 37 

Circuit, in the island of St. Vincent, on the passage to 
which the writer first made his acquaintance at Grenada, 
where he had just landed from England. His second 
station was Biabon, in the same island, where he became 
my colleague, and where we laboured tog·ether in much 
harmony and love. At that period (1843) the Wesleyan 
mission in St. Vincent's was in the foll tide of its prosperity, 
large accessions having been made to the Church imme
diately after the glorious emancipation. The number of 
members was 6,675; the pastoral care of which, together with 
the super\·ision of the day schools and friendly societies, to 
say nothing of other duties, devolved a large amount of 
arduouil labour on the missionaries. In every department 
of the work I found Mr. Banfield active, diligent, and 
persevering; whilst at the same time he proved himself 
to be a studious, efficient, and acceptable minister of the 
Gospel. 

Mr. Banfield afterwards laboured in Demerara, Bar
badoes, Grenada, Nevis, and St. Martin's, and on every 
station he was much esteemed by his colleagues and the 
people among whom his lot was cast. From nearly all 
those spheres of labour, my dear depa.rted friend and 
brother wrote me from time to time, generally giving an 
encouraging account of himself and hii. work. From his 
first Circuit, on September 2nd, 1840, he wrote: 'I have 
enjoyed very good health since I came to this island, and 
never did I feel a greater delight in the service of God, 
nor a greater desire to labour and win souls to Christ than 
I do at present.' Two years afterwards, on J nly 26th, 
1842, when at Biabou, he says: 'l am doing a little in my 
studies, though not so much as I should wish. I am now 
examining the evidences of Christianity, and reading 
Horne and Watson in connection with it. As it respects 
the best of things, I trust my soul is alive to God, and 
that I am making some progress heavenward.' Thus 
earnestly, diligently, and successfully did the faithful 
servant of God fulfil his course till July 31st, 1875, when, 
on his way to his appointment in St. :Martin's, he was 
suddenly called to his reward in heaven, on his sixty-third 
birthday, and in the thirty-seventh year of his ministry. 
It is a remarkable circumstance that on the Sunday even
ing previous to his. death he had preached from that strik-
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ing text, 'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, ... 
Yea, sai~h the Spirit., that they may rest from their labours; 
and their works do follow them.' 

JOHN ARMSTRONG 

WAS born in the county of Fermanagh, Ireland, in the 
month of November, 1788. His parents were 

Methodists, and from his childhood he was made acquainted 
with the plan of salvation, and was regularly brought to 
the house of God. When quite a youth he was savingly 
converted, and at once began to seek the good of others, 
manifesting an ardent and well-directed zeal in the cause 
of the Redeemer. In 1816 he was admitted into the ranks 
of the Wesleyan ministry, and at once appointed to the 
Derry 11,nd Antrim mission with the Rev. Arthur Noble as 
his colleague. Here also he met with the Rev. Gideon 
Ouseley, in conjunction with whom, and other men of like 
heroic spirit, he laboured earnestly and successfuBy in 
diffusing the light of Divine truth in several of the most 
destitute and neglected parts of bis native land. His period 
of active service, spent entirely in the province of Ulster, 
extended over forty years, and was to a considerable extent 
of a truly missionary character. To this comparatively 
long course of ministerial labour must be added fifteen 
years of retirement as a supernumerary, during which he 
ceased not, as his strength would permit, to exert himself 
to win souls for Christ. He possessed a naturally vigorous 
mind, which was controlled and regulated by Divine grace, 
and helped to make him an able minister of the New 
Testament. He held the vital truths of the Gospel with a 
firm grasp, and presented them to his hearers in a well
defined and striking form. He profoundly venerated the 
Vv ord of God, and had a happy art of enforcing its lessons 
in a way at once familiar and impressive. His sermons 
were characterised by quaintness, originality, and dramatic 
power. As a pastor he was most indefatigable, and his 
visits, though generally brief, were highly appreciated, 
Al together he was one of the most popular and useful 
preachers of bis day throughout the north of Ireland. 

Mr. Armstrong was graciously supported in his last 
illness. He retained his mental activity to the last, 
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speaking freely, even upon his death-bed, about the work 
of God. His experience of salvation through Christ was 
unclouded. To his aged wife he said, 'If this is death it is 
very easy;' and some time after he exclaimed, 'My hope 
iA in the Blood, 0 precious Blood ! 0 precious Redeemer ! ' 
On the Lord's Day, August 1st, 1875, his spirit quietly 
passed away to be for ever with the Lord, in the eighty
seventh year of his age, and the sixtieth of his ministry. 

GEORGE H. HOLMES, 

A NATIVE of Gloucestershire, was a fine specimen of 
.early piety and of youthful consecration to the 

service of God. Having been brought to a saving 
knowledge of the truth when quite a boy, he began to 
preach when he was seventeen years of age. For several 
years he exercised his gifts in the neighbourhood of the 
place where he lived, with credit to himself and advantage 
to others. At length, believing that he was called of God 
to a more extensive sphere of labour, he offered himself as 
a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry, and after passing 
through the usual examinations he was accepted and 
received an appointment to an English Circuit. In the year 
1867, circumstances occurred which led to his going out to 
New South Wales and joining the Australian Conference. 
For a few years he laboured in colonial Circuits with 
acceptance and success, and his friends anticipated for him 
a long and useful ministerial career. These hopes were 
doomed to disappointment, however; for ere long his health 
entirely failed and he was laid aside from his beloved work. 
After lingering for awhile he died in peace at Sydney, on 
August 1st, 1875, in the thirty-sixth year of his age and 
the tenth of his ministry. 

JAMES CAMERON, 

A WARM-HEARTED Scotchman, was honoured to 
spend a longer time in the mission-field than most 

of those who have engaged in the noble enterprise. His 
protracted career, moreover, presents to our view some 
features of special interest. He was born at Kirkintilloch, 
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near Glasgow, on August 1st, 1805. His parents feared 
ihe Lord, and he was carefully instructed in the Scriptures 
from his childhood. At the age of fifteen he was truly 
converted to God through the instrumentality of some 
zealous Methodist preachers who visited his native place; 
and be at once connected himself with a small Wesleyan 
Society which was formed there. From this time he 
became very studious, and he soon began to call sinners to 
repentance in the streets of bis native village and elsewhere. 
In due course be was employed as a regular local preacher, 
and tbe zeal and ability which he displayed in this sub
ordinate capacity suggested to his friends the probability of 
his being intended by Divine providence for a wider sphere 
of usefulness in the Lord's vineyard. · 

In 1829 .Mr. Cameron was admitted as a probationer to 
the ranks of the Wesleyan ministry; and having offered 
himself for foreign service, he was at once appointed as a 
missionary to Sonthern Africa. He embarked for his 
distant sphere of labour in the month of September in the 
same year, accompanied by the Rev. W. B. Boyce and others. 
His first station was Cape Town, where he laboured for five 
years with acceptance and success. He then removed to the 
eastern province; and dnring the following twenty-five 
years occupied various stations, both colonial and native, 
in the Graham's Town District, the Orange Free State, 
tbe Bechuana country, and Kaffirland. From all these 
portions of the wide field he wrote interesting accounts of 
his toils and triumphs to the missionary committee in 
London; and it is impossible to read his letters, which 
were published from time to time in the records of the 
Society in whose service he was engaged, without receiving 
the impression that he was a noble missionary. 

In 1857 Mr.• Cameron returned to Cape Town, where 
my personal acquaintance with him commenced, and I 
found him an able, earnest, faithful fellow-labourer, and 
an Efficient missionary both in the English and nati.e 
languages, In 1864 he removed to Natal, having been 
appointed chairman and general superintendent of that 
District. There he laboured first at D'Urban and then at 
Pietermaritzberg till the end of his days. After a short 
illness he died in great peace, on Sunday, December 12th, 
1875, in ihe Ee,enty-first year of his age, and the forty-
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fifth of his ministry, never having left South Africa since 
he commenced his labours there. 

The ministerial and personal character of Mr. Cameron 
are thus described by his brethren : 'As a preacher his 
sermons were carefully prepared, were massive in their 
structure, rich in Gospel truth, and delivered with great 
energy, and generally with much holy unction and power. 
As a Christian he was always cheerful and serious. In his 
own house and in his converse with his brethren, the holy 
tenor of his conversation and the uniform sanctity of his 
deportment were conspicuous : and his whole life evinced 
that he was an intelligent and loving follower of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was all his salvation, all his desire.' 

JOHN SUNDAY 

WAS a noted Indian chief and Christian missionary to 
the people of his tribe, and his character and career 

present to our view many points of uncommon interest. 
He was born in the wilds of Upper Canada, wh~re his 
people, the Ojibways, were wont to roam over their exten
sive hunting grounds in quest of game, about the year 
1795. His heathen name was Shawundais, which signifies 
'thunder and lightning.' He grew up to manhood and 
su.cceeded to the headship of his tribe in a state of heathen 
darkness, and it was not until the year 1826, when he first 
attended the faithful preaching of Peter Jones, another 
converted Indian chief, that he was brought to a saving 
knowledge of the truth. His convictions were very deep, 
and his conversion was very clear and satisfactory. When 
speaking of this great change he was wont to illustrate its 
suddenness and decisiveness by alluding to the deer of his 
native forest, stricken down by the fleet arrow of the 
huntsman. He often said that until his soul was filled 
with peace through believing he did not remember ever 
having shed a tear. As a warrior chief, it would have been 
accounted a shame for him to weep; but now be wept for 
joy that the 'Great Spirit bad filled his soul with heavenly 
light and love.' He thus concludes a simple account of 
this important event, which he afterwards wrote down in 
broken English :-' I kneel down to pray to God; but I 
do not know what to say to ask for religion. I only say 

R 
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this: " 0 Lord, have mercy on me, poor sinner." By-and
by the good Lord He pour His Spirit upon my poor 
wretched heart.. I feel very light; and after the prayer
meeting I went to tell Peter Jones how I feel in my heart. 
Peter says to me, " Lord bless you now ! " 0 how glad in 
my heart. I look round, and over to the other side of the 
Bay. I look up, and I look in the woods, and everything 
is new to me. I hope I got religion that day. I thank the 
Great Spirit for what he has done for me. I wa!lt to be 
like the man that built his house upon the rock.' At this 
time John Sunday could neither read nor write; but he 
immediately began to attend the mission school; and the 
proficiency which be made in learning was truly remark
able. He· soon acquired a tolerable knowledge of English, 
learned to read the Word of God for himself, and to write 
a plain hand with tolerable facility. He, moreover, made 
rapid progress in the acquisition of useful knowledge, so 
that in a comparatively short time he was able to teach 
others. Having been for some time employed as a school 
teacher, interpreter, and catechist be was at length 
admitted to the ranks of the native ministry, and hence
forth proved himself to be a zealous and successful agent 
of the Wesleyan Missionary Society. Those who understood 
1 he Ojibway language pronounced his sermons to be simple 
but clear and powerful expositions of the elementary doc
trines of Christianity, as set forth in the Scriptures of 
truth. Nor did he labour in vain. It is believed that he was 
instrumental, not only in helping forward the civilisation 
of his tribe, but also in winning many souls for Christ. 

In 1836 Juhn Sunday visited England, partly in the 
interests of his tribe, and partly in the interests of Wesleyan 
missions. The simple recital of his conversion, and of the 
work of grace among his people, tl;irilled the numerous 
audiences which he addressed, and did good service for 
the cause of missions ; and he and his fellow chiefs 
enlisted the sympathy of the distinguished philanthropists 
who formed the 'Aborigines' Friendly Society' of those 
days. He had the honour of being presented to the 
queen, and was introduced to the leading public men of 
the time. He did not, however, become vain; hut on 
returning to his native land be resumed his beloved mis
sionary labours, and continued a faithful servant of the 
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Lord Jesus t.o the encl of his course. The last twenty-five 
yearA of John Sunday's life and ministry were spent in 
labours and prayers among his own people on the Indian 
Reserve in the township of Alnwick, on the Rice Lake, 
Upper Canada. During his final illness he was very happy 
in the prospect of going home to God. He died in peace 
on December 14th, 1875, at Alderville, aged abont eighty 
years, a grand specimen of the renewing power of Di vine 
grace among the heathen. 



FIFTH SECTION. 

1876-1880. 

GEORGE M'DOUG.A.L. 

I RE ministerial and missionary history of the Rev. 
~ George M'Dougal is one of mo.urnful interest. 
c;1IS Having laboured for several years with acceptance 

- and success, first among the colonists and then 
among the Red Indians of the far distant regions of 
North-Wt>st America, both in the Hudson's Bay Territory 
and in Manitoba, at the Conference of 1875 he received 
an appointment to a new station called Morleyville, in the 
Rocky Mountains. Soon after entering upon his new 
sphere of labour he left home for a place called Bow 
River, a post about forty miles from the headquarters of 
the mission, for the purpose of conducting Divine service 
on the following Sabbath. On Monday evening he left 
his two sons who were accompanying him on his journey, 
saying: 'I will ride on to the camp and you can follow.' 
When the young men arrived at the place which they 
were to occupy for the night, to their surprise their father 
was not there ; nor did he make his appearance that night. 
Thinking lie might have lost his way and strayed towards 
Morlevville, one of bis sons rode back to the station, but 
founa°he had not been there. His sons then proceeded to 
the nearest post, and engaged a number of mounted 
policemen to go with them in search of their missing 
father. They sought in every direction in vain, and the 
devoted missionary was never again seen alive. His horse 
was found without saddle or bridle; and about two weeks 
afterwards the body of the dear servant of God was 
di,covered iinbedded in the snow, where he had evidently 
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been frozen to death on the bitterly cold night of January 
24th, 1876, after losing his way and vainly endeavouring 
to retrace his steps to the place of encampment, where he 
was to meet his sons. 

Mr. M'Dougal was a missionary of more than ordinary 
energy, courage, zeal, and perseverance; and being a man 
of deep piety also, he was no doubt prepared for the 
solemn change which came in such a mysterious manner. 
He had visited England a short time before his lamented 
death, and many friends of missions had been deeply 
interested with his touching titatements respecting his work 
among the Red Indians. I had the pleasure of meeting 
him and of standing with him on the missionary platform 
at City Road Chapel, London, on May 4th, 1875, and it is 
with feelings of deep emotion that I pen this humble 
tiibute to his memory. 

HENRY DE SILV .A, 

A ZEALOUS, native assistant miss-ionary, was born at 
Jaffna, Ceylon, in the month of December, 1838. 

When he was quite a little boy his parents removed with 
their family to the south of India, and placed him in a 
mission boarding-school. There he had the advantage of 
a Christian training, and of a thoroughly sound preliminary 
education in Tamil. In 1862 he was savingly converted 
to God, and began at once to evince deep concern for the 
spiritual w~lfare of his fellow-countrymen. After further 
training in the Wesleyan Theological Institution, he was 
admitted into the ministry in 1864, and speedily gave 
proof of his being called to do a special work in Ceylon, 
where he was henceforth employed in connection with our 
mission in the northern or Tamil District. By his 
diligence, thoroughness, and integrity of character he won 
the esteem and confidence of his brethren, both European 
and native. His early education, under the Rev. John 
Kilner, ripened into broad and general scholarship, and 
his sermons gave evidence of much culture and ability. 

Mr. De Silva had thus acquired and developed many 
qualities needful for the arduous work of an aggressive 
pioneer among the Hindus, and was jnst.ly regarded as an 
efficient agent of the Wesleyan Missionary,Society. He 
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possessed great power of application, keen insight, much 
tact in the management of men, and was animated by 
intense love for souls. At the Conference of 1875 he was 
a,ppointed to Kalmunai, Batticaloa ; a station which 
,ifforded ample scope for the exercise of his talents for 
orga.nisation and extension. But he had not been long in 
his new and interesting sphere of lahour when he was 
attacked by a painful disease which, despite the skill of 
the physician terminated fatally. His death was unex
pected, but he was not unprepared .. Both his conversation 
and correspondence showed that his faith was strongly 
fixed on the Saviour. One of his last expressions was, 
• Christ is my all.' He died of brain fever at Batticaloa, 
on January 24th, 1876, in the thirty-eighth year of his age, 
and the twelfth of his ministry. 

MATTHEW WILSON w AS born at or near Bradford, Yorkshire, in the year 
1808; and in early life was brought u1:;der religious 

influences which issued in his con.version. He was 
received as a probationer for the Wesleyan ministry in 
1835 ; and having offered himself for the foreign work, he 
was forthwith sent out as a missionary to the South Sea 
Islands, where he laboured with zeal, diligence, and success 
for nineteen years. His first station was Samoa. in the 
Navigator's group. There he toiled amid many difficulties 
for three years, and then removed to the Friendly Islands. 
The character of his work there, and the spirit in which 
he laboured, may be inferred from the following brief 
extract from a communication which he sent to the 
missionary committee in London towards the close of the 
year 1841 :-

' On June 1st I started about three o'clock in the 
morning with two native preachers to meet Mr. Thomas 
at the Bea, one of the heathen fortresses about twelve 
miles from Hibi.fo; but the moon going down soon after 
we commenced our journey, it was very dark travelling 
through the bush; yet we arrived at the Bea in safety 
about seven o'clock. As I bad to wait some time for Mr. 
Thomas, I went into different parts of the fortress, and 
conversed with many of the heathen people there. When 
Mr. Thomas arrived we visited some of the principal chiefs, 
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who seemed very glad to see us, and conversed with the 
greatest freedom. A few have embraced Christianity and 
attend worship regularly; and I trust the little leaven will 
spread until the whole shall be leavened. Our prospects 
here .are brightening; the doors, which a short time ago 
were shut, are now opened to us; and we are permitted 
without moleRtation to enter the heathen fortresses, to 
speak to the chiefs and people; and though many have long 
rejected, and do still reject the Word of Light and Life, 
yet we believe the enemy shall not always triumph; the 
day will come when not merely the thousands of heathen 
in Tonga, but millions who have not yet heard of Jesus, 
shall hear, believe, and bow the knee, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to, the glory of the 
Father.' A few years after the anticip3:tions of the devoted 
missionary were realised, and not one avowed heathen 
remained throughout the length and breadth of the 
Friendly Islands. 

In 1854 Mr. Wilson removed to Sonth Australia, where 
he spent the remainder of his useful and laborious life. 
He continued to occupy various . Circuits in succession, 
with much advantage to the cause in which he was 
engaged, till 1869, when failing health compelled him to 
retire as a supernumerary. But even then he was far 
from being inactive. Both at Mount Baker and in the 
city of Adelaide he exerted himself to the utmost of his 
strength, both in preaching and in pastoral duties ; and 
his labours were highly appreciated. Nor was his personal 
character less highly esteemed. He manifested a cheerful 
and amiable disposition; he lived a holy life and sustained 
an unblemished reputation to the end. His death was 
unexpected. He attended the early sessions of the South 
Australian Conference of 1876, and took an interest in its 
proceedings until the day of his death. He suddenly 
expired at the house of one of his sons on Saturday, 
January 29th, in the sixty-ninth year of his age and the 
forty-first of his ministry. The estimation in which he 
was held by all classes of the community was evinced by 
the large attendance at his funeral, and many sincerely 
mourned his loss,. both among the colonists and the 
natives of the Friendly Islands, where he had formerly 
laboured, 
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SAMUEL THOMAS KING w AS one of a noble band of native miniMters who have 
been raised up from time to time on the respective 

Rt.ations on the western coast of Africa, and after such 
training as could be given them, have been usefully 
employed in the work of the mission. Having been for 
some time occupied as a teacher and catechist, Mr. King 
was received as a probationer for the Wesleyan ministry 
in 1869, and for seven years laboured with acceptance and 
success in the Freetown, Wilberforce, and other Circuits in 
Sierra Leone. Writing to the missionary committee in 
London on November 28th, 1874, he gives the following 
account of a special service which had just been held in 
the principal place of worship:-' Long before the hour of 
the morning prayer-meeting, which was conducted in the 
Buxton Chapel by the chairman of the District, one could 
see groups of young people, some of them from the other 
end of the town ; not a few of our elderly members ; and 
some of our well-to-do hearers, wending their way to our 
-so to speak-metropolitan chapel. The second chapter 
of the Acts of the Apostles was read, and revival hymns to 
popular airs were sung by hundreds who had learned to 
appreciate lively prayer-meetings. The earnest, believing, 
and heartfelt prayers offered by ministers, leaders, and 
members on that memorable morning, will not soon be 
forgotten. Indeed, it was a precious season of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord ; the result of which will 
be seen, I believe, after many days.' 

From a letter written by the Rev. Joseph May, 
describing a visit which Mr. King paid to the Wilberforce 
Circuit in the absence of the resident missionary to preach, 
marry, baptize, and administer the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, when in a state of great weakness, we are 
led to infer that he suffered from ill-health for soIDe time 
before his death. At length it was evident to all that his 
work was done. He had not been long entirely laid aside 
from the performance of his ministerial duties, when he 
became worse and peacefu11y passed away to his eternal 
rest at Freetown, on March 4th, 1876, sincerely regretted 
by his brethren in the ministry and the people of his 
charge. 
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THOMAS PAYNE. 

THE missionary career of the Rev. Thomas Payne waf! 
more varied and longer continued than that of most 

men who have left their native land to preach among the 
heathen ' the unsearchable riches of Christ.' It moreover 
possesses some features of peculiar interest. He was born 
at Devonport, on November 19th, 1793, and began to seek 
and serve the Lord in his youth. He joined the Wesleyan 
Methodist Society at the age of seventeen, and was ever 
afterwards a consistent member of the Church of his 
choice. He soon discovered an aptitude for usefulness in 
the Lord's vineyard; and after having been employed for 
some time as a leader and local preacher he offered himself 
as a candidate for the ministry. He was accordingly 
received on probation at the Conference of 1816, and 
appointed as a missionary to British North America. In 
the bleak and dreary wilds of N ovia Scotia and New 
Brunswick he laboured with commendable zeal and dili
gence for seven years, travelling through the forests and 
over the mountains in all kinds of weather, to dispense 
the Word of Life to the widely scattered and spiritually 
destitute settlers in their lonely clearings. 

Mr. Payne's next appointment was to the West Indies, 
whither he went in 1823. In Grenada, Trinidad, and St 
Vincent's he spent six years in earnest efforts to evangelize 
and elevate the poor negro slaves, who were the chief 
objects of the Society's care. His communications were 
generally encouraging and hopeful. From the station last 
named be wrote as follows under date of December 29th, 
1827 :-' Our cause in this island is on the ad Yance. We 
have had, during the recent festival, very precious seasons 
both in town and country. The planters say that they do 
not remember ever witnessing such a quiet Christmas. 
Although the slaves have had their holidays there has been 
no rioting : all our chapels have been crowded even to 
excess. What a mercy that so many of the sable descend
ants of Ham would now rather unite in the services of the 
sanctuary, than be engaged in the service of sin and 
Satan!' 

Returning to England in 1829, Mr. Payne entered the 
home work, and laboured in several Circuits in succession 
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with acceptance and success for twenty-seven years. At 
length failing health obliged him to retire from the full 
work of the ministry, and in 1855 he became a super
numerary. But in his comparative retirement he was not 
by any means inactive. In the Devonport, Plymouth, and 
Southampton Circuits he laboured to the utmost of his 
declining strength. In 1861, he once more left his native 
land _for the West Indies, in company with a missionary 
relative who was appointed to the Bahamas District. In 
Eleuthera, Abaco, and Turk's Island for nine years he took 
a fair share of missionary and pastoral work, till he, in 
1870, finally returned to England with his relative. Even 
after this he continued to preach occasionally. To the 
very last he delighted in his work. His preaching was 
plain, methodical, and thoroughly evangelical. He was a 
great lover of standard works of Methodist and Puritan 
theology. His last days were very happy. In his age and 
feebleness he delighted to speak of God and heaven. Some 
of his latest sayings were, 'He hath made an entire end of 
sin in me.' 'All my springs are in Thee.' At length the 
end came, and he peacefully entered into rest on March 
18th, 1876, in the eighty-third year of his age and the 
sixtieth of his ministry. 

THOMAS K. H. RELHAN, 

A NATIVE of Montserrat, was brought ho a saving 
knowledge of the truth in early life and consecrated 

himself to the service of God. He was accepted as a canq.i
date for the Wesleyan ministry in the Antigua District in 
1860. His first station was St. Kitt's, where he laboured 
with commendable zeal and diligence for two years. He 
then removed to Nevis. When he had been there about a 
,ear circumstances occurred which caused him to be 
transferred to the St. Vincent's District. In Grenada, 
Tobago, St. Vincent's, and Barbadoes he spent eight years, 
and was generally esteemed on the respective stations which 
he occupied. In 1871 he was appointed to a station in 
Demerara, where he laboured for some time successfully 
and without interruption. ffitimately his health gave 
way, and he was obliged to retire from the full work of 
the ministry. He became a supernumerary in 1875, and 
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intended to settle in Trinidad; but while on a visit to the 
island of Tobago he was seized with an illness which 
terminated fatally before he could proceed to his destina
tion. He died iu peace on April 6th, 1876, in the sixteenth 
year of his ministry. 

JOHN RIDGWAY GRIFFIN 

W AS born on February 7th, 1849; and at his birth 
his parents gave him to God in a solemn act of 

pious dedication, to be taken to Himself then, or to live 
and work for Him. When a boy he had a great love for 
God's house ; and at the age of eleven he began to meet 
in class. But notwithstanding these promising indications 
of youthful piety, he was made to understand that some
thing more was necessary to fit him for usefulness here, 
and for heaven hereafter, and that he must experience a 
change of heart. He consequently became deeply con
cerned for his spiritual safety, and sought the Lord with 
all his heart. He found peace after hearing the Rev. 
Samuel Coley preach in Cherry Street Chapel, Birming
ham. He soon began to labour for the Lord ; and, after 
three years of earnest useful work as a local preacher, he 
was accepted as a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry, 
and sent to Headingley College, where he was favoured to 
spend three years. He was a very earnest st-udent, and 
by his fine manly Christian character he won the affection 
of all who knew him. 

At the Oonference of 1872, Mr. Griffin was appointed 
to the Lambeth Circuit, but after labouring there for 
about twelve months his health gave way, and be was for 
a while entirely laid aside. In 1874, having somewhat 
recovered, he received an appointment as a missionary to 
Spain. He accordingly took up bis residence in Barcelona, 
where for a year and a half he laboured as the pastor of 
the English residents of that city, and also among the 
Spaniards as he had opportunity. In the month of April, 
1876, he attended a convention of Protestant pastors in 
Madrid. On reaching that city he was struck with 
pleurisy, and his end was supposed to be near. From this 
attack he partially rallied; but on Sunday, May 7th, be 
was seized with hemorrbage and gradually sank, until the 
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following Wednesday, when he calmly went home to rest. 
As a preacher he will be remembered for his simplicity 
and ea.rnestness. Although the period of his ministry was 
s~ b_rief it is beli~ved that 1!1any were led to Christ through 
his mstrumentahty. He died on May. 10th, 1876, in the 
twenty-eighth year of his age, and the fourth of his 
ministry. 

JOHN SMITH, 

LITTLE is known of the early days of the Rev. John 
Smith, beyond the fact that when young he gave 

evidence of genuine piety, and manifested a lively interest 
in the cause of God. He was accepted as a candidate for 
the Wesleyan ministry in 1836; and after spending three 
years in the Tbeok,gical Institution he was appointed as a 
missionary to Southern Africa in 1839. He embarked 
with bis devoted wife for his distant station on-November 
15th, in company with a party of missionaries· and their 
families, some of w horn were returning to spheres of 
labour which they had occupied before. On reaching the 
Cape of Good Hope, on February 16th, 1840, Mr. Smith 
proceeded to his appointment at Fort Beaufort, and 
entered upon his work in the true missionary spirit. At 
the end of three years he removed to Bathurst, from which 
place he wrote an interesting letter to the committee in 
London, dated March . .12th, 1844, from which the following 
is a brief extract: ' Next day we held a missionary 
meeting for the first time among the natives. I had 
previously taken the opportunity of reminding them of 
what the Gospel had done for them, and of urging upon 
them the necessity of sending the same word to their 
countrymen, who had never heard it, and who were 
perishing without a knowledge of Christ and His salvation. 
Several of the men spoke with great effect. One of them, 
when speaking of the Word of God sa:d: "This word 
which has been brought to us by the teachers is an old 
word; it is as old as the foundation of the world, and 
therefore we can trust to it. We can make it our guide 
and it will not deceive us." Another said: "You all know 
that honey is sweet, and you like to eat it. But what is 
honey ? I can eat honey till I am full, and satisfied, and 
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sick; but the Word of God is sweeter than honey, and I 
never eat too much of that. I can never eat of it till I am 
full, and satisfied, and sick." Another, when urging the 
people to give toward the support of the Gospel, said : 
" Some of you say you cannot give any money becamie you 
have not got any; but when you were in your heathen 
state, before the Word of God came to you, if you were 
&ick, and the witch-doctor was sent for, you never told 
him that you had not anything to give him." The con
tributions·at the close of the meeting were very good, far 
beyond anything I expected; affording a proof that the 
poople have not received the grace of God in vain.' 

Mr. Smith had laboured with acceptance and success 
on various colonial and native stations in South Africa 
for more than thirty years, when he was obliged by the 
failure of his health to retire from the active work of the 
ministry. He became a supernumerary in 1875, and was 
soon afterwards entirely laid aside by increasing weakness. 
His last illness, though short, was attended with consider
able suffering, but his confidence in God was unwavering, 
and he frequently expressed his unshaken trust in the 
atonement. He passed away to his eternal rest, rejoicing 
in hope of the glory of God, at Burghersdorp, on May 
16th, 1876. 

LIONEL DODS REAY, 

B ORN at North Shields, on February llth, 1827, was 
brought to religio~s decision at the age of eighteen, 

during a season of revival in his native Circuit. Shortly 
after his conversion he began to work. for God; and 
believing him,elf to ba moved by the Holy Ghost to 
preach to others those truths, the saving power of which 
he had experienced in his own heart, he went forth to call 
sinners to repentance. In 1849 he was recommended as a 
candidate for the Wesleyan ministry, and after a successful 
examination, he was admitted into the Richmond Mission
ary College to prepare himself more fully for the important 
work to which he was designated. During his course of 
training for three years, he proved himself to be a diligent 
student, and by his amiability and general excellence of 
character he endeared himself to his tutors and all with 
whom he came in contact. In 1852 he was appointed to 
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take charge of the Institute for the training of native 
agents at Sierra Leone; and during the four years of his 
superintendency he had the pleasure of seeing it prosper. 
His ministry also on the Sabbath and at other times was 
justly appreciated and made a blessing to many. 

Mr. Reay returned to England in 1856 with his health 
seriously impaired by the climate of Western Africa; but 
on his recovery he entered the home work and laboured 
with zeal, diligence, and success in the different Circuits to 
which he was appointed in succession for nearly twenty 
years. The many amiable qualities which he possessed 
rendered him acceptable and useful wherever he laboured. 
In spirit, word, and action, he exempliffod in a high degree 
the graces of the Christian minister. His sermons were, 
both in substance and arrangement, of a superior character; 
and whatever the text might me, Christ was always 
prominent. His style was at once logical and illustrativ!l, 
and his sentences condensed and forceful. Like a good 
householder he brought ont of his treasury' things new 
and old.' Soon after his appointment to the Stockton 
Circuit, his physical strength was prostrated by a painful 
disease ; but special grace was afforded, which enabled him 
to say,' Not my will but Thine be done.' 

.A.t length the Master called him, and his death was 
like his life,-calm, peaceful, and resigned. On the night 
of his departure be said, 'Give my love to all the brethren, 
and tell them I die in the faith of Jesus Christ.' His last 
utterance was,' Glory!' and so he passed away to be for ever 
with the Lord. He died at Stockton-on-Tees, on June 
27th, 1876, in the forty-ninth year of his age, and the 
twenty-fifth of his ministry. 

JOHN PARKS. 

T HE missionary career of the Rev. John Parks presents 
to our view some features of special interest. He was 

born at Derby, on September 8th, 1807, and became the 
subject of gracious influences in early life. These culmi
nated in his conversion to God when he was about nineteen 
years of age : and, from that period to the end of life he 
humbly 'walked with God,' and exemplified the beauty of 
holiness by a life of entire consecration to the service of 
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hiR Redeemer. After labouring for some time as a local 
preacher, he offered himself as a candidate for the miniRtry, 
and was accepted as a probationer at the Conference of 
1831. Being willing to labour in the foreign department 
of the work he was forthwith appointed as a missionary to 
the West Indies, where for eighteen years he ministered 
the Word of Life with great fidelity and profit to the people. 
His first station was in t.he island of Dominica; and a few 
sentences from one of his letters from this place may serve 
to show the spirit in which he laboured. Writing under 
date of July 9th, 1833, he Rays:-' I am happy to inform 
you that our new chapel at Lasoye was opened for Divine 
service on June 20th. The circumstance of its being the 
first place that was ever dedicated to the worship of God 
in that part of the colony gave additional interest to the 
occasion. It was truly pleasing to see the people, all 
dressed in white, flocking in groups down the mountains 
and hills on every hand to the sanctuary of the Lord, and 

. to hear their simple expressions of joy and gratitude. The 
work generally is maintaining its ground, and, I trust, 
gradually and steadily advancing. The congregations 
continue good, and a gracious influence attends our reli
gious services. I feel encouraged to persevere in my 
duty, and determined by the grace of God to devote body, 
soul, and spirit to His service.' He afterwards laboured in 
Antigua, St. Kitt's, Montserrat, and other islands. 

In 1848 Mr. Parks returned to England and entered 
the home work. After seven years spent in the Castle 
Donington, Walsall, and Wolverhampton Circuits, he again 
embarked for the West Indies, being appointed to the 
responsible position of chairman and general superinten
dent of the Antigua District. He continued to fulfil the 
duties of that office and to labour in the word and doctrine 
with characteristic zeal and ability for seven years, and 
then finally returned to his native land. For nine years 
bnger he occupied several important Circuits in succession 
at home, in all of which he was much respected by all 
classes. As a superintendent he was judicious and faithful. 
His preaching was practical and evang·elical ; it was his 
delight to set forth the higher privileges of believers and 
to urge their attainment. His prayers were remarkable 
for choice and appropriate thought expressed in chaste 
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and Scriptural language, and above all for their fervour 
and power. !{is life was in harmony with his teaching, his 
character bemg truly noble and holy. In 1872 he was 
obliged by failing health to become a supernumerary, but 
he spent the rest of his days in such ministerial and 
pastoral service as his remaining strength permitted. His 
afflictions were borne with Christian meekness and entire 
resignation to the will of God. He died in peace at Castle 
Donington, on September 9th, 1876, in the seventieth year 
of his age and the forty-sixth of his ministry. 

THOMAS JAMES 

WAS born at Wednesbury, in the year 1820. He was 
favoured with pious parents, and e,t an early age 

became the subject of religious impressions, which were 
considerably deepened under the powerful ministry of the 
Rev. John H. Bumby. He obtainedaknowledge of salva
tion by the remission of sins when seventeen years of age, 
at a class meeting. From that time until his twenty-fifth 
year, when he entered the ministry, all his 1:nergies were 
consecrated to the glory of God in such spheres of service 
as Divine providence opened before him. He was admitted 
to the ranks of the Wesleyan ministry at the Conference 
of 1845; and, having offered himself for the foreign work, 
he was at once appointed as a missionary to the West 
Indies, where be laboured for five years with acceptance 
and success. During most of the time he was stationed in 
St. Kitt's, where his kind, affable, and genial manners and 
bis rich persuasive ministry endeared him to the people of 
bis charge, who were very sorry when circumstances 
occurred which caused his removal. 

On his return to England in 1850 Mr. James entered 
the home work, and occupied several Circuits in succession 
to the spiritual delight and advantage of all who attended 
his ministrations, and to the entire satisfaction of his 
brethren, who for several years evinced their appreciation 
of bis judgment and administrative ability by eltlcting him 
as chairman of a District. He had, with a genuine tender
ness of i,pirit, a keen insight into men and things, and a 
comprehensive acquaintance with the polity of Wesleyan 
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Methodism, and he exercised his solemn trust with great 
fidelity and power. 

But suddenly, in the midst of health and usefnlness, be 
was struck down with paralysis, and his public career came 
to a premature close. He retired as a snpernumerary in 
1872, and settled at Bath. During the earlier stages of his 
prostration he had intervals of relief, and at snch times he 
rejoiced in God his Saviour with exceeding joy. But for 
a succeeding period of nearly five years, as his physical 
frame became feebler, and his articulation less distinct, his 
·former exultancy subsided into a peacefnl trnst in Christ. 
Patience, indeed, had its ' perfect work ' in him ; and it 
was pleasant to behold his entire resignation to the will 
of God. On the evening before his decease, as a chapter 
in the memoir of Mrs. Mortimer was being read to him, he 
tried to articulate, 'How beautiful is death ! I should 
like to die so ! ' His desire was fulfilled. He retired to 
rest as well as usual on Monday evening, slept soundly 
during the night, and on Tuesday morning, suddenly but 
peacefully passed away to his eternal rest. He died at 
Bath, on November 21st, 1876, in the fifty-sixth year of 
his age and the thirty-second of his ministry. 

WILLIAM . JEWETT 

W AS converted to God in his yonth, in the York 
Circuit, in which he was born. He entered the 

Wesleyan ministry in 1809, and was soon afterwards sent 
out as a missionary to the West Indies. He laboured for 
four years in the islands o! Tortola,,Grenada, and Nevis; 
and, although his talents were not of a brilliant or 
popular character, by diligence and plodding perseverance, 
he did good service in the mission cause. In 1814, his 
health having failed, he returned to England and entered 
the home work. He subsequently travelled in many 
Circuits in Great Britain, till the year 1852, when he 
became a supernumerary, and settled in York, his native 
city. During the period of his retirement he rendered 
willing arld valued service in the cause which he still 
loved, so long and so far as health and strength permitted. 
He is said by those who knew him, to have been 'a good 
man, and always ready to speak a word for Christ to those 

s 
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with whom he came in contact.' His end was peace. 
Among h_is last words were, ' }[y love, my warmest love, 
my undymg love to all the brethren.' He died at York, 
on January 15th, 1877, in the ninety-first year of his age 
and the sixty-eighth of his ministry. 

GARDENER SCATES, 

BORN at Mildenhall, Suffolk, in the month of August, 
1843, was truly converted to God at the ao-e of 

eighteen through the instrumentality of Dr. and 
0

Mrs. 
Palmer, the American evangelists, and from that time he 
felt it his duty to call sinners to repentance. In 1868 he 
was accepted as a candidate for the "\V esleyan mini~try, 
and, having been designated to the mission work, he was 
sent to Richmond College, where he proved himself to be 
an earnest and successful student. ·At the end of three 
years he received an appointment as a missionary to South 
Africa ; and he embarked for his distant station in the 
month of November, 1871, in company with other brethren 
who were proceeding to that part of the world. 

The first sphere of labour occupied by Mr. Scates in 
South Africa was in connection with the English depart
ment of the work in the Cape Town Circuit, where he 
spent three happy years. He resided at Mowbray, a plea
sant rural village four miles from the city, and took his 
regular interchanges with the other ministers at that place 
as well as at Wesley Chapel, Bury Street, Wynberg, and 
occasionally at Simon's Town. At all these stations he 
was much esteemed, and his able, lively, and energetic 
ministry was highly appreciated. At the Triennial Con
ference held at Natal, in January, 1875, which Mr. Scates 
attended as one of the delegates from the Cape of Good 
Hope District, he accepted an appointment as superinten
dent of the work at the Diamond Fields. This change 
proved to be detrime.ntal to his health, his naturally 
delicate constitution being hardly equal to the rough work 
of the interior. From a manuscript journal which has 
been placed in my hands, it would appear that he suffered 
much discomfort on his journey from the Ca.pe to his new 
station, which was performed in a. mule-wagon, and when 
he got there he was not favoured with the conveniences 
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similar to those he had left behind. He nevertheless toiled 
on through the year without sparing himself. At the close 
of the District meeting, finding himself in a debilitated 
state, he left home for Bloemfontein, hoping to benefit by 
the change; but whilst there he was suddenly seized with 
typhoid fever, and died on February 15th, 1877. The work 
to which he had devoted himself occupied his thoughts 
when dying. On one occasion he said, ' The Gospel, the 
Gospel alone can meet the wants of the human race, 
because it touches every point of our character, and 
reaches to the well8pring of our being.' On another occa
sion he said, 'Let us serve God faithfully; ' then offered 
a prayer remarkable for simplicity and power, and closed 
with this personal allusion, ' 0 Lord, I give myself to 
Thee, to Thee.' Soon afterwards he passed away to his 
eternal rest. 

GEORGE BLANCHFLOWER, 

BORN at Rocklands, in Norfolk, on January 19th, 1817, 
was brought under religious influences in early life at 

the Methodist chapel, which unhappily his own home did 
not supply. Under deep conviction of sin he was very 
unhappy, and sought the Lord with sincere sorrow for 
having offended Him. A long period of unrest was fol
lowed by peace in believing, when, at the age of twenty, he 
received into his heart the Gospel of forgiveness, as he 
listened to the preaching of the celebrated ·William Dawson 
of Barnbow. From this time he became a new man in 
Ch1·ist Jesus, and showed his gratitude to God for His 
great mercy by doing good to others in every possible way. 
His earliest efforts in the cause of Christ evinced consider
able native talent, which he improved by careful reading 
and study ; and, having exercised his gifts for some time 
as a local preacher, in 1843 he was received as a proba,
tioner into the Wesleyan ministry. He had only laboured 
one year in England when he was appointed as a mission
ary to the West Indies, where he spent ten years in earnest 
efforts to benefit all classes of the population who came 
under his influence. 

The scenes of Mr. Blanchflower's principal foreign 
labours were the islands of Antigua, Dominica, St. Kitt's, 
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and Nevis, in all of which his able ministry was made 
blessing. In the island last named he was exposed to a 
dre~dful hurricane, of which he gave the following account, 
under date of August 26th, 1848 :-' On Monday night, the 
21st instant, we were visited by the most :J,wful hurricane 
that has been experienced here for the last thirty years. 
At two o'clock our house, which is new, and a strong 
wooden building, writhed under the power of the blast, 
and every joint creaked as if it would fall to pieces. But 
the Lord had mercy on us, and it stood firm. The out
buildings were most of them destroyed. My dear wife and 
myself were graciously supported. We fully expected our 
house would give way, and there seemed but a step betwixt 
us and death. In that dread hour we felt the value of 
personal religion, and cried unto the Lord and He delivered 
us out of our trouble. The· chapel is somewhat injured, 
and the destruction among the houses of the labouring 
classes is truly distressing. Two or three persons were 
killed, and numbers had limbs broken, and others were 
very much bruised. I am resolved to live only to glorify 
God, and "to preach among the Gentiles the unspeakable 
riches of Christ."' 

Mr. Blanchflower returned t~ England in 1854, with 
his health somewhat impaired; but he was soon able to 
enter the home work, and for twenty-two years occupied 
various Circuits in his native land with credit to himself 
and advantage to the cause of God. In him a transparent 
simplicity of character was blended with great shrewdness 
and sagacity ; and cheerfulness shone consistently with 
thoughtful pi~t,y. His unbending integrity commanded 
respect and trust, while his tenderness of spirit won the 
love of all who knew him intimately. He was an able 
preacher, a diligent pastor, and a judicious superintendent ; 
whilst as the chairman of a District he showed a conscien
tious regard for the welfare of his brethren, and the general 
interest of the work. His honourable and useful career 
was brought to an end somewhat suddenly while stationed 
at Warrington. He died in peace on February 28th, 1877, 
in the sixty-first year of his age and the thirty-fourth of 
his ministry, sincerely regretted by a large circle of friends 
and others who had been benefited by his earnest and self
denying labours both at home and abroad. 
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GEORGE BEARD 

WAS born in Southwark, London, in the year 1793. 
His parents were earnest Wesleyan Methodists, who 

endeavoured to train up their children in the way they 
should go. Indeed, his father was an energetic and 
devoted local preacher who spent all the time he could 
spare from business in trying to do good. When only 
seven years of age George became the subject of gracious 
influences which resulted in his conversion; and from his 
youth he was accustomed to take an active part in public 
worship. At the age of eighteen he began to call sinners 
to repentance, and in due time his name was entered on 
the plan of the Southwark Circuit as an accredited local 
preacher. In this capacity he also laboured for several 
years in connection with the 'Christian Community,' an 
unsectarian organisation which had for its object the 
holding of religious services in workhouses and other 
necessitous places. He always spoke of these exercises as 
advantageous to himself and other brethren who engaged 
in them, as well as'bene:ficial to those whom they sought 
to bless. Whilst thus usefully employed he believed that 
he was called of God to o:ffer himself as a candidate for the 
work of the ministry, and after undergoing the usual 
examinations he was received on probation at the Confer
ence of 1825. Being willing to engage in the foreign 
department of the work, he was at once appointed as a 
missionary to the West Indies. 

The first sphere of Mr. Beard's missionary labours was 
in Jamaica; -but he had not been long there when circum
stances occurred which caused his removal to the Bahamas 
District, where he spent six years in earnest efforts to 
elevate and benefit the people among whom his lot was 
cast. That his labours were not in vain may be gathered 
from the tenor of his communications to the missionary 
committee. Writing from Nassau on August 10th, 1830, 
he says:-' I am appointed to stay in Nassau this year, 
although I should have rejoiced to return for a fourth 
year to the hard and poor Circuit of Eleuthera. The last 
year I spent there was the best I ever had since I became 
a missionary; and the warm attachment manifested to me 
and my family by the people _when I had to leave them 
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has endeared them to my heart. During the year I had 
great peace and prosperity among the Society, and above 
seventy new members were added to us. I had also the 
happiness of seeing the number of scholars in the Sunday
school more than doubled. This was partly owing to a 
liberal supply of books from one of my London friends.' 

In 1833, Mr. Beard was transferred to the St. Vincent's 
District, and in the following year my personal . acquaint
ance with him commenced. On the three stations which 
he occupied during the six years that he laboured in that 
part of the mission field I succeeded him, and can testify 
from personal observation as to the esteem in which he 
was held both in St. Vincent's, Trinidad, and Grenada. 
From the station last named be embarked for England in 
1839, followed by the prayers and good wishes of an affec
tionate people. Mr. Beard had occupied various Circuits 
in his native land with acceptance and success for twenty
seven years, when failing health obliged him, in 1866, to 
retire as a supernumerary. The evening of his life was 
spent in the midst of his children at Charlestown, Corn
wall, where he died in peace on April 5th, 1877, in the 
eighty-fourth year of his age and the fifty-first of his 
ministry. Mr. Beard was a man of considerable genius 
and a poet withal, and he often amused his friends with 
his own effusions, of which he published two volumes with 
good effect. Among his last words were the following 
lines of the hymn referring to the Atonement,-

' His blood for me did once atone, 
And still He loves and guards His own.' 

P. NATHANIEL, 

ONE of the earliest native converts given to Wesleyan 
missions at Bangalore, was a man of mark in his day. 

He: was brought to a saving knowledge of the truth 
through the instrumentality of the Rev. Thomas Cryer, 
whose memory he cherished to the last with sincere affec
tion. .After serving the Tamil mission in Bangalore as a 
schoolmaster and catechist for several years, he was 
received into the ministry in 1860. He did not possess 
abilities of a superior order, but was remarkable for his 
simplicity and uprightness of Christian character, earnest-
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ness of zeal, singleness of purpose, and nnwearied labours 
as a preacher and pastor ; and also for the godly influence 
which he exercised as the head of a Christian household. 
For twelve years he was ' in labours more abundant ' in 
Bangalore and the neighbourhood, often going out in com
pany with the European missionaries and frequently alone 
into the highways, streets, and bazaars to make known to 
his deluded fellow-conntymen the good news of salvation. 
Nor did he labour in vain. Considering the difficulties he 
had to contend with, it may be safely said that he was the 
honoured instrument in winning a goodly number of souls 
for Christ. 

In 1872 good old Nathaniel was obliged to retire from 
the full work and become a supernumerary, in consequence 
of the loss of sight and other infirmities. For a few years 
before his death he was very feeble; but even then, in his 
weakness and blindness, he talked almost all the day long 
of the love of Christ; and when he passed away to his 
et.ernal rest he left a precious testimony to the power of 

. the Gospel to raise and bless the Hindu. He died in great 
peace at Bangalore, in the month of April, 1877, sincerely 
regretted by the mission families, and the people among 
he had laboured. 

JOHN NELSON, 

-H· · .A.D the honour of being baptized by the Rev. John 
Wesley on the occasion of his only visit to Lis

bellan, his native_ village. His parents were among the 
early friends of Methodism in that part of Ireland ; and 
from the day of his baptism his pious mother regarded 
him as in a special sense dedicated to the service of 
Christ. He was very early in life the subject of gracious 
influences ; and in the course of a series of special ser
vices held in connection with a revival of religion with 
which his native place was visited, whilst he was yet a 
youth, he yielded his heart to God, obtained a clear sense 
of the Divine favour, and became a decided follower of the 
Saviour. His zeal and usefulness in the cause of Christ 
soon marked him out as one who was destined in the order 
of Divine providence for a wider sphere of service in the 
Lord's vineyard, and in 1809 he was received on trial as a 
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Wesleyan minister, and forthwith appointed to the Irish 
Mission. In this arduous sphere of labour he was occupied 
for several years with great success, preaching the 'glo
rious Gospel of the blessed God ' in the markets and fairs 
in the spiritually destitute parts of his native land to his 
Roman Catholic fellow-countrymen, not a few of whom, 
it is believed, will be his joy and the crown of his rejoic
ing in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

For the long period of fifty years Mr. Nelson occupied 
a prominent plaee among his brethren in the Irish 
Methodist Connexion, during which he filled several re
sponsible and important positions with credit to himself 
and advantage to the Church of his choice; and in some 
of his Circuits his ministry was greatly owned of God in 
extensive revivals of religion, the fru.i t of which was in many 
instances rich and abiding. As a preacher he was a work
man needing not to be ashamed, rightly dividing- the word 
of truth, while as a pastor he watched over souls as one 
that must give an account. In spirit he was meek and 
gentle, and in manner kind and courteous ; giving no. 
offence in anything, that the ministry might not be blamed. 
He was distinguished by a close walk with God, and 
he might be truly designated 'an Israelite indeed, in whom 
was no guile.' 

After a retirement as supernumerary of nearly twenty 
years, during which he was ever ready to do all in his 
power to advance the interests of the Reedemer's kingdom, 
the end came ; but he was prepared £or the solemn change. 
His last illness was short and painless, and never was 
descent to the grave more gentle. His confidence in God 
was unwavering, and his hope full of immortality. As he 
entered the valley he repeated several favourite hymns, 
and one of the last sentences that he uttered was, 'Give 
my best love to the Conference.' He lay in a gentle 
slumber for some hours, and on· Sabbath evening, May 
20th, 1877, he entered into the heavenly rest, in the 
ninety-second year of his age and the sixty-eighth of his 
ministry. 

WILLIAM PENROSE, 

W AS born in Cornwall, on November 25th, 1851, and 
savingly converted to God during a revival at 
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Liskeard, in the year 1867. His newborn zeal for Christ, 
and his convictions of duty, soon led him to put forth 
efforts to save others. Being of an ardent temperament, 
he boldly called sinners to repentance regardless of the 
fear of man. At the age of twenty-one he removed to 
London; and having joined the Wesleyan Society at 
Homsey Road, he found a congenial sphere of labour in 
the Sabbath school. He also engaged in other depart
ments of Christian labour. His talents and energy made 
themselves felt, and having been accepted as a candidate 
for the ministry he was sent to the Richmond College, 
where he proved himself to be a diligent and conscientious 
student. Adverting to this period of his career he after
wards said: 'There I spent two of the happiest years of 
my life.' 

There being a call for a missionary for Western Africa 
to fill a vacancy in the Gold Coast District, after much 
prayerful consideration Mr. Penrose cheerfully consented 
to go. He was accordingly appointed to Akrah ; 
and, on reaching his destination, he entered upon his 
labours in the spirit of a genuine missionary. He was 
re'Solute without presumption; cautions without timidity; 
and cheerful without levity. He grappled manfully with 
the complex difficulties of his work. Ever buoyant in 
spirit and spiritual in purpose, his life was one of un
reserved and cheerful consecration. Nor did he labour in 
vain. The Master greatly owned his efforts, and sinners 
were won to Christ, whilst at the same time believers were 
built np in the faith and hope of the Gospel. 

After two years of unwearied toil in this trying climate 
the health of Mr. Penrose completely broke down. .A 
change to a colder region became imperative; and, with 
the advice of his medical attendant, he embarked for 
England. He reached this country considerably improved 
by the voyage; and though severely shaken by repeated 
attacks of fever, hopes were entertained of his ultimate 
recovery. These hopes were doomed to disappointment, 
however, for it soon became evident that his work was 
done. Landing on May 12th, 1877, he became much 
worse on the 14th, and on the 22nd triumphantly passed 
away to be for ever with the Lord. During his last illness 
his conversation most plainly evinced the spirituality of 
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his desire and hopes. 'Jesus is precious' were among 
the last words of the devoted young missionary before he 
entered into the presence of his Redeemer. 

S. SOMOSOONDRUM, 

A GIFTED native Indian minister, has an interesting 
history as one of those devoted men who have been 

raised up from time to time as the fruit of missionary 
labour to take part in the evangelization of their fellow
countrymen. He was the first caste convert given to the 
Wesleyan mission in the south of India. He had been for 
some time halting between two opinions ; but was at 
length brought to decision for Christ under the judicious 
teaching of the Rev. J. Hobday. The circumstances 
attending his conversion were somewhat remarkable. 
Talking with the missionary one day about peace with 
God, and how it was to be obtained, he wr...s asked what 
Jacob did, and replied, 'Wrestled with the angel.' On 
the following day at dawn, after a whole night spent in 
prayer, he made his way to the missionary's house; and, 
in his eagerness to communicate his new-found joy, he for
got the usual salutation, and burst forth· with the ex
clamation, ' Sir, I have found the angel ! ' He was 
baptized by the Rev. E. E. Jenkins in the year 1854; and 
by the consistency of his future conduct proved himself 
worthy of the Christian name. The heroic courage and 
manly Christian bearing which he manifested during a 
season of severe persecution, and the unswerving fidelity 
to his convictions which he displayed when attempts were 
made by his relatives to turn him from the truth, en
couraged others who were desirous of renouncing heathen
ism, yet feared to avow their convictions. 

Mr. Somosoondrum was admitted into the ranks of the 
Wesleyan ministry in 1862, his first station being Nega
patam, where he had formerly been so bitterly persecuted; 
but he lived down all opposition, and eventually came to 
be highly respected and esteemed both by his own relatives 
and the community at large. He was a man of more than 
ordinary scholarly attainments, and was connected with 
the Madras University. His preaching talents were also 
of a very high order ; his sermons indicated a deep and 
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nccurate acquaintnnce with the Word of God, were in
tensely practical, and were delivered in a fervent and 
forceful manner. As a pastor he was exemplary, and his 
unobtrusive bearing, kindness, and sympathy, and mani
fest love of the people for Christ's sake, were such as to 
win upon all with whom he associated. His influence 
over the native students and converts was most powerful, 
and was always exercised for the immediate benefit and 
for the glory of God. Iri 1876 he had an attack of cholera, 
from the effects of which he never fully rallied. His 
death was most triumphant. After commending his family 
to the care of the Church, and expressing his firm confidence 
in the Atonement, he passed away to his eternal rest at 
Royapettah, on May 25th, 1877. His last words were, 'I 
die trusting in Jesus.' 

WILLIAM SATCHELL 

WAS born in Dorsetshire, in the year 1802. He was 
brought up among the Congregationalists, but at 

an early age heard the Methodist preachers, and became 
deeply convinced of sin. He sought the Lord earnestly 
for several weeks, till he found redemption through the 
blood of Christ. About the year 1827 he began to preach, 
and for fifty years was permitted with few interruptions 
to proclaim to his perishing fellow-men 'the glorious 
Gospel of the blessed God.' His educational advantages 
were very slender; but by dint of persevering application 
to study, so far as the claims of business would permit, 
with the assistance of a dear friend he acquired a con
siderable amount of useful information, and prepared him
self' in some humble degree for the great work that was 
before him. When he had exercised his gifts for some 
time as a local preacher he offered himself as a candidate 
for mission work in foreign lands; and having been 
accepted as a probationer at the Conference of 1831, he 
was appointed to labour in Southern Africa. His first 
station was Salem, where he was employed in the English 
department of the work. In one· of his early letters to 
the Committee, dated March 7th, 1833, he mentioned 
the following interesting incident : -' On Sunday 
last I preached in Graham's Town in the morning 
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to a large and deeply attentive congregation. In the even
ing brother Shaw preached his farewell sermon, prior to 
his leaving for England. The chapel was crowded to 
excess, and the greater part of the congregation were 
deeply affected. .Afterwards the sacrament of the Lord';i 
Supper was ad_ministered to upwards of two hundred 
communicants. It was affecting to see Europeans, Kaffirs, 
Malays, Mosambiques, and Hottentots bowing together at 
the altar, and receiving the emblems of redeeming love. 
It reminded me of the song of the redeemed in heaven : 
" Thou wast slain, and ha.st redeemed us to God by Thy 
blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation."' 

When Mr. Satchell had laboured in the Cape Colony 
about four years, circumstances occurred which led to his 
return to England, when he was appointed to the Bungay 
Circuit; but in the course of a few months he was sent 
out to the West Indies, where he laboured faithfully and 
successfully for twenty-one years. The stations which he 
occupied were chiefly in the Leeward Islands, in the 
Antigua District, where the recollection of his name and 
labours is still cherished by some of the old pP-ople ; for 
although there was a spice of eccentricity in some of his 
movements, he nevertheless rendered good service to the 
mission cause at an important period of its history, when 
the negro slaves were just emerging from their long night 
of bondage. 

Mr. Satchell finally returned to England in 1857; and 
having entered the home work he laboured diligently and 
acceptably in several Circuits in his native land for fifteen 
years, till failing health obliged him to retire from the full 
work. On becoming a supernumerary he settled at Newark, 
where he assisted the Circuit ministers as his strength 
would permit till within three months of his departure. 
Never was he so happy as when employed in the service 
of the sanctuary. His last days were attended with much 
feebleness; but he anticipated death without fear, and 
looked to the future with hope and confidence, expressing 
himself as ready to depart. On June 27th, 1877, he 
calmly passed away, resting on the atonement of Jesus, in 
the seventy-fifth year of his age and the forty-sixth of his 
ministry. 



J'ames W. Wallis. 269 

JAMES W. WALLIS, 
THE son of a devoted Wesleyan missionary of the same 

name, was born at Waingaroa, New Zealand, on 
May 18th, 1842. At ten years of age he was sent to the 
Wesleyan College, Auckland, then under the charge of the 
Rev. J. H. Fletcher. Having been trained from his 
infancy in the knowledge and fear of God,-he was at times 
the subject 'of gracious influences from his earliest recol
lection. It was not, however, till the year 1859 that he 
experienced the converting grace of God, and became a 
faithful disciple of Christ. From this time he began to 
work in the Lord's vineyard as he had opportunity. After 
being proved as a local preacher, he was received as a pro
bationer for the Wesleyan ministry in 1863, and being of 
an amiable disposition and possessed of good abilities he 
gave promise of a useful and successful career. 

Mr. Wallis's first sphere of labour after being admitted 
to the full work of the ministry was the Wellington 
Circuit, to which he was sent to supply a vacancy, as he 
was also afterwards to Christ Church. In 1864 he was· 
appointed to the Nelson Circuit. where he laboured with 
acceptance and success. His next station was Marlborough, 
where he was equally happy and useful. When he had 
been employed about four years in New Zealand, chiefly 
in colonial work, he offered himself as a missionary to the 
Friendly Islands and Samoa. He entered upon his work 
there in the true missionary spirit, but his naturally deli
cate constitution seemed scarcely adapted to the climate 
and to the common trials of mission life among the islands. 
Through excessive toil and exposure he became the subject 
of pulmonary disease, which after a few years compelled 
him to retire from active work. He accordingly returned 
to New Zealand, the land of his birth, and for some time 
before his death he was one of the editors of the New 
Zealand Wesleyan. At length the disease under which he 
suffered entirely incapacitated him for every kind of 
exertion, and all hope of his recovery was taken away. 
He was graciously supported in the last stage of his ill
ness, till the final summons came, and he peacefully passed 
away to his eternal rest. He died at the residence of his 
father at Auckland, on August 2nd, 1877, in the thirty
sixth year of his ag-e and the fourteenth of his ministry. 
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JOHN CORLETT. 

FEW missionaries have laboured for a longer period, or 
with greater diligence, zeal, and success in the 

foreign ·field than the Rev. John Corlett; nor have many 
a more interesting missionary history. He was a native 
of the Isle of Man; and having given his heart to Godin 
early life, and been called to preach the Gospel, in 1824 
be was admitted as a probationer into the ranks of the 
Wesleyan ministry. His first Circuit was Kendal, where 
my personal acquaintance with him commenced. In his 
periodical journeys round the Circuit he was entertained 
at my father's house at Sedbergh, and I have a very 
pleasant recollection of his earnest ministry, his social 
conversation, and of the pains which 1.e took to do me 
good as a youth attending the Sabbath school, in which 
he took much interest. The young preacher made a 
favourable impression in the sphere oflabour which he was 
thus first called to occupy, but he had only been engaged 
one year in the home work when he received an appoint
ment as a missionary to Newfound.land, for which place 
he embarked in 1825. Mr. Corlett spent nearly five years 
in N ewfonndland, and the character of his work and the 
manner in which he laboured may be inferred from the 
following sentences gleaned from his journal :-' June 
25th, 1826. This morning I felt my strength renewed by 
waiting upon the Lord at the early prayer-meeting. On 
my return home I found the English Harbour friends 
waiting to convey me thither in their little boat. After a 
pleasant sail of one hour we landed at English Harbour. 
I proceeded to the chapel immediately, where I saw what 
caused me tears of joy-thirty-seven children, clean and 
decently dressed, were reading, with few exceptions, out 
of the Scriptures. .As soon as I had sung and prayed 
v.ith the children the congregation came in, and the little 
chapel was quite full.' 

In 1830, Mr. Corlett returned to England, visited his 
11atirn isle, took to himself a wife, and reported himself to 
the missionary committee as again ready for foreign service. 
He was accordingly appointed to Jamaica, together with 
two or three others, who were sent out to fill vacancies 
which had been occasioned by the ravages of yellow fever. 
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Previous to his embarkation I had the pleaimre of meeting 
him in London, when he expressed his surprise and delight 
to find that the yo~th whom he had known in his first 
Circuit had been called of God to preach the Gospel, and 
was about to proceed on a mission to Africa, and we 
praised God together. After seven years of successful 
labour in Jamaica, Mr. Corlett was appointed chairman 
and general superintendent of the Bahamas District, 
where after nine years he removed successively to other 
parts of the West Indies, Barbadoes, Demerara, Antigua, 
and finally again to Jamaica. He continued in the full 
work of a missionary, occupying various stations in the 
respective Districts just mentioned, until 1874, when, after 
fifty years of uninterrupted missionary labour, he retired 
as a supernumerary. 

Describing the character and career of this faithful 
servant of God, a missionary who knew him well says :
' The distinguishing characteristic of John Corlett was a 
quiet, indomitable energy and devotion to his work; by 
which, through the Divine blessing, he accomplished 
results which have had no parallel in this part of the 
world. Four of the Circuits iii the Jamaica District owe 
their origin to his earnest and successful efforts ; and in 
the several Districts in-which he laboured nearly twenty 
chapels, many of them of considerable magnitude, may be 
counted, which were erected by him. In Jamaica, Barba
does, .Demerara, and the Bahamas, these monuments of a zeal 
which never flagged, and a devotion to Christ's cause 
which no opposition could discourage, shelter within their 
hallowed walls, from Sabbath to Sabbath, thousands of 
Christian worshippers; and will continue to do so for years 
to come, when the hand that reared them is mouldering 
in the dust. It has been my lot to follow Mr. Corlett in 
several of his spheres of labour, and I have invariably 
found his name more precious among the people than that 
of any other minister who had laboured with them, and 
always a goodly number of souls that had been won to 
Christ through his instrumentality. It is seldom that so 
large a measure of energy and activity are found in com
bination with the Christian meekness that formed an 
important element in his character. He was quiet and 
reticent, and eminently long-suffering and forgiving. His 
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pulpit talents were, moreover, of a highly respectable 
character; his preaching being often marked by a degree 
of chastened eloquence and power which caused his 
ministry to be attractive and popular, whilst at the same 
time it was effective in the conversion of sinners and in 
the building up of the Church of Christ.' Mr. Corlett 
passed away in peace to his eternal rest.at Knutsford, St. 
Ann's, Jamaica, on August 6th, 1877, after having exercised 
his able and useful ministry, chiefly in the mission-field, 
for the long period of fifty-three years. 

GEORGE GRAYSON, 

A NATIVE of Sherburn, Durham, where he was born 
in the year 1847, was brought Uiider religious im

pressions and savingly converted to God in his youth, and 
soon gave evidence of the genuineness ·of the change 
which he had experienced as well as of adaptation for 
usefulness in the Lord's vineyard. He became an earnest 
worker for God, and before long he preached with acceptance 
and success. The superintendent of the Circuit spoke to 
him of the Christian ministry; but the way appeared to 
be hedged up. This was made a matter of special prayer, 
and soon the difficulty was removed. In 1871 _he was 
received by the Conference as a probationer for the sacred 
office, and sent to Richmond Missionary College, where 
he prosecuted his studies with diligence and success for 
nearly three years. In the early part of the year 1874 he 
received an appointment as a missionary to the West 
Indies, and on May 2nd he embarked for his distant 
station. On reaching his destination he entered upon his 
work in the true missionary spirit, and his friends antici
pated for him a long and useful career; but in the order of 
Divine providence it was comparatively short. It was not 
fruitless, however. It is believed that he was the honoured 
instrument in winning many souls for Christ; and he was 
highly esteemed by his ministerial brethren and the people 
of his charge. A brother missionary says of him:-' His 
genial, frank, and loving nature, and his quiet earnestness 
in seeking the salvation of sinners and the advancement 
of believers, made him beloved and respected by all who 
knew him.' 
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The principal scene of Mr. Grayson's missionary labours 
was the island of St. Christopher; but at the District 
meeting of 1877 he was appointed to Montserrat. He 
had been there but a short time, however, when he paid a 
visit to Dominica, where he was seized with serious illnesg 
which caused him to retnrn to his former station for the 
benefit of his health. The sequel of the brief but affecting 
history of this devoted young missionary will be best told 
in the words of the Rev. W. W. Thackray, who wrote to 
the committee in London from St. Christopher, on October 
3rd, as follows :-' It is my painful duty to notify you of 
the death of our dear brother, Mr. Grayson. He came to 
this island about four weeks ago in a state of prostration 
from a fever he bad taken in Dominica, where he had gone 
a short time before to assist at the missionary meetings. 
After about three weeks stay with us, he, in spite of our 
entreaties, determined to return to his Circuit, Montserrat. 
We saw that he_ was not sufficiently recovered to bear a 
sea voyage in a small vessel, under a tropical sun ; but his 
Circuit being without a minister, he naturally felt anxious 
to get ba,ck, and he went in spite of the united advice of 
his brethren and friends. He had not gone more than ten 
miles, however, before the sun and the sea told upon him. 
Springing up from where hi, was he said he was dying, 
and begged the captain to take him back; but having the 
mails on board- the captain dared not return. A boat 
passing soon afterwards he was put on board and brought 
to St. Christopher's. Having commended his soul to the 
Saviour, he said, " My poor little Montserrat ! My poor 
little Montserrat ! " and then became insensible. On 
aITiving at Basseterre he was carried on the shoulders of 
men to the house of one of our members (Miss Wigley), 
and doctors were at once sent for. Three of them speedily 
arrived; but it was too late-he was dying. About half 
an hour after landing he breathed his last, on Thursday, 
September 27th, 1877.' 

The respect in which the dear departed missionary 
was held was evinced by the large attendance at his funeral. 
He was followed to his grave by hundreds of sincere 
mourners, and his name will long be precious to multitudes 
to whom his ministry was made a blessing, 

T 
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THOMAS W. BLANCHARD. w AS born at Terrington, near Castle Howard, on 
December 29th, 1834, and was led to remember hi1:1 

Creator in the days of his· youth. .A.bout the age of 
seventeen, chiefly through the instrumentality of the Rev. 
,T osiah Hudson, he gave himself unreservedly to Christ. 
A::; a young man he went to Manchester, where he became 
a local preacher, and in various ways exerted himself to 
advance the interests of the Redeemer's kingdom. It 
soon became evident that the Lord of the harvest intended 
him for a wider sphere of usefulness in His vineyard; and, 
having satisfactorily passed through the usual examinations 

. he was received as a probationer into the ranks of the 
Wesleyan ministry at the Conference of 1859. He offered 
himself for the foreign work; and, missionaries being 
urgently required for Western Africa, he nobly volunteered 
his services for that interesting but trying part of the 
wide field. He was accordingly appointed to Sierra Leone, 
where he laboured with characteristic earnestness for 
nearly four years, during which he was mercifully spared 
whilst many fell a sacrifice to the climate. He was a brave 
and active missionary, and so zealously did he denounce 
the idolatry and superstitions which prevailed among the 
pagan natives, that he was positively feared by the heathen 
who lived near him. At the same time he was kind and 
genial in his intercourse with his brethren, and with 
ministers of other denominations, as will appear from the 
following brief extract from a letter which he addressed to 
the committee in London under date of January 21st, 
1861 :-' The week before last was observed as a week of 
special prayer throughout the colony. In Freetown all the 
Societies united, and it was pleasing to see ministers and 
members of different denominations meet together "with 
one accord in one place," for the purpose of praying for 
the outpouring of the Holy Ghost. The right Rev. Dr. 
Beccles, the bishop of the colony, also attended. His 
lordship offered the concluding prayer, and pronounced ~he 
benediction in our Buxton chapel on the Monday mornmg 
when the first meeting was held. " Behold how good and 
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity."' 
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On his return to England, in 1863, Mr. Blanchard 
entered the home work, and laboured with acceptance and 
success in the Stokesley, Bedale, Leith, Shotley Bridge, 
Otley, and Castleford Circuits in succession, in all of 
which he was much respected, and his ministry was made 
a blessing to many. Those who knew him well say of him 
that 'he was a true friend, a kind-hearted man, and a 
laborious and useful Methodist preacher.' His sermons 
were carefully prepared and often discovered considerable 
originality, with a spice of quaintness in the style. 
Although a great visitor he found time for literary pursuits, 
and his Life of the Rev. Samuel Bradburn is well known 
and highly valued. Whilst in charge of the Circuit last 
named the devoted servant of God finished his course. 
He had been in feeble health and unable to attend to his 
ministerial duties for some time, but was only confined to 
his bed for about twelve days before he died. During his 
last illness he was graciously supported, and perfectly 
resigned to the will of God. One friend said to him, 
' Christ, whom you have recommended to others, will not 
forsake you now.' 'No, no, I am all right there,' said the 
dying man. He said again, the day before his death, ' I 
have given up everything-ambition, hopes, family, work, 
all; given all back to Him.' A little before he passed away 
he said, 'I am trying to fix my mind on God; ' and so he 
fell asleep in Jesus on November 23rd, 1877, in the forty
third year of his age and the eighteenth of his ministry. 

JOHN F. ENGLAND. 

IT is recorded of the Rev. John F. England that he was 
born in Birmingham, on June 15th, 1794, and that 

his early days were spent in sin and folly. He was not 
favoured with pious parents like the majority of those 
who are called to :fill honourable positions in the Church 
of Christ. His father was an avowed infidel, and he 
trained his son in the knowledge and belief of his own 
pernicious principles. In the order of Divine providence, 
however, the unhappy youth was convinced of the truth 
of the Christian religion by the influence and example of 
some good Methodist people with whom he came in con
tact. He soon afterwards saw and felt himself to be a 

T 2 
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sinner in the sight of God, and sought and found pardon
ing mercy through faith in the Atonement. From this 
time he became exceedingly zealous in the service of God, 
and became a collector for Wesleyan missions in 1814, 
before the formation of the first regular Society. Believ
ing himself to be called of God to the work he began to 
preach, and was ultimately induced to offer himself as a 
ca,ndidate for the Wesleyan ministry. After passing the 
usual examinations he was accepted by the Conference of 
1822 ; and having offered himself for the foreign work 
in the following year, he was sent as a missionary to Con
tinental India. In the Madras and Bangalore Districts 
he laboured with exemplary zeal and diligence for ten 
years, paying special attention to the religious instruction 
of the young, and exerting himself in every possible way 
to extend and consolidate the influence of the mission. 

In 1833 Mr. England was obliged to return to his native 
land on account of the failure of his health. After rest
ing for one year he entered the home work, and laboured 
in various Circuits till 1859, when he finally retired as a 
supernumerary. He now took up his residence at Instow, 
North Devon, where the .last eighteen years of his life 
were spent, and where he rendered such service as his 
declining health and strength would permit. He is 
described by those who knew him intimately as ' a good 
man, a diligent student, a faithful pastor, and an accept
able preacher.' At length the last messenger came to call 
him to his eternal rest. He was found ' looking unto 
Jesus,' and simply trusting in the precious Saviour whom 
he had so long been recommending to others. He died in 
peace at Instow, on December 5th, l877, in the eighty
fourth year of his age and the fifty-fifth of his ministry. 

WILLIAM SECCOMBE, 

AN earnest, warm-hearted Cornishman, was a man of 
note in his day, and his career as a minister and 

missionary of the Cross was marked by features of special 
interest. He was born at Calstock, on March 6th, 1808. 
Having been brought- under the sourid of the Gospel, he 
was awakened to a sense of his state as a sinner in early 
life, and on Ap1·il 8th, 18~7, he joined the Wesleyan 
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Methodist Society, with a sincere desire to flee from the 
wrath to come. In the course of the following week he 
found peace in believing, and henceforth his course was 
marked by Christian consistency and constant progress. 
He became a local preacher in 1830, and in 1833 he was 
admitted into the ranks of the Wesleyan ministry. After 
labouring for two years in the home work he felt it upon 
his heart to offer himself for foreign service, and at the 
Conference of 1835 he received an appointment, as a mis
sionary to Jamaica, where he laboured with exemplary 
zeal and diligence for nine years. His sympathy for the 
poor negroes in their sufferings, and his earnest efforts to 
promote their temporal and spiritual welfare, as they were 
just emerging from their long night of bondage, were 
worthy of the highest commendation. Nor were his 
labours in vain in the Lord. It is believed that many 
souls were won to Christ through his instrumentality, and 
that numbers were also comforted in their sorrows by his 
kindly ministrations both in public and in private. 

Returning to England in 1844,Mr. Seccombe henceforth 
laboured in the home work, occupying several important 
Circuits with credit to himself and advantage to the people of 
his charge. His piety was deep·, unobtrusive, and uniform. 
He seemed to 'abide under the shadow of the .Almighty.' 
He was eminently a man of prayer ; and his character 
beautifully combined simplicity, humility, and spiritual
mindedness. It was his constant aim to be holy and 
blameless. His mental endowments were, moreover, con
siderable. He had a clear, ready, and vigorous under
standing ; and while his reading was extensive he found 
special delight in Biblical study. His sermons were 
thoughtful, practical, and earnest; and in their delivery 
both at home and abroad they were often attended with 
soul-saving power. As a Christian pastor he was laborious 
and successful, whilst in social life he was affable and 
courteous, winning the affections and confidence of the 
people wherever he was stationed. 

Mr. Seccombe was c'.>mpelled by failing health to retire 
from the full work of the ministry in 1870; but for 
several years he rendered valuable service as his strength 
would ·permit. At length the Master's message came with 
solemn suddenness; but the faithful servant was found 
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prepared and watching for the coming of his Lord. 
w·hilst taking his usual walk at Camborne on the after
noon of Thursday, December 7th, 1877, he fell down in 
the road and died before medical aid could be called. The 
dear servant of God was in the seventieth year of his age 
and the forty-fifth of his ministry. 

HENRY BADGER, 

BORN at Bilston, Staffordshire, on October 6th, 1815, 
was from an early age the subject of the strivings 

of the Holy Spirit, but was for a long time troubled with 
unbelief. At length he overcame this difficulty and was 
enabled to believe more fully until, as ha afterwards said, 
' I was, I trust, made truly happy1in the pardoning grace of 
God through Christ.' He soon afterwards began to call 
sinners to repentance, in the Walsall Circuit, where he then 
resided, and in 1837 he was accepted as a probationer 
for the Wesleyan ministry. Offering himself for the 
foreign work, he was at once appointed as a missionary to 
Western Africa, and entered upon a career of self-denying 
labour which has seldom been equalled and never sur
passed in the history of that i.nteresting mission. 

Mr. Badger spent the comparatively long period of 
fifteen years in connection with the Wesleyan missions in 
Western Africa, including occasional visits to England for 
the recovery of his health, and on account· of domestic 
circumstances. He was first stationed at Sierra Leone, 
and afterwards at St. Mary's on the River Gambia; and 
on both stations he laboured with exemplary zeal and dili
gence, and was made the honoured inRtrument of winning 
many souls for Christ. He was not only indefatigable in 
his exertions to consolidate and extend the work, as 
evidently appears from letters which I received from him 
at different times ; he also suffered much from personal 
and domestic affliction and bereavement. More than fifty 
attacks of African fever did his strong constitution with
stand; and twice he was left a widower, on one occasion 
with a babe only five days old. But he was graciously 
supported in the hour of trial, and persevered in his work 
in the most courageous and heroic manner. For several 
years he filled the responsible position of chairman and 
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general superintendent of a District, the duties of which 
he discharged with credit to himself and advantage to the 
cause in which he was engaged. When called upon to act 
as colonial chaplain for a time, for which he received 
handsome remuneration from government, instead of 
appropriating the money to his own use, as some advised, 
he conscientiously devoted it to the mission fond, as 
others had done before him, wishing above all things to 
serve the cause he loved so well. 

With his health considerably impaired, Mr. Badger 
finally returned to England in 1852, and entering the home 
work, he travelled in various Circuits for twenty-four 
years till 1876, when he was obliged to retire as a super
numerary. After this his strength rapidly declined, and 
he died very happy in God at Stow-on-the-Wold, on 
December 24th, 1877, in the sixty-third year of his age 
and the forty-first of his ministry. 

RICHA.RD HARDING. 

I T is recorded of the Rev. Richard Harding that he was 
born at Winstrow, near Frome, on May 7th, 1809; 

and that at an open-air service, conducted by the late Dr. 
Newton, when quite a youth, he received impressions 
which resulted in his conversion to God and union with 
the Wesleyan Methodist Church. His parents were 
members of the Church of England, and at first opposed 
his identifying himself with another communion: but his 
consistent religious demeanour had the effect of removing 
their objections. Having made a surrender of himself to 
God, and fully persuaded that he was Divinely called to the 
Christian ministry, he offered himself for that service and 
was accepted as a probationer by the Wesleyan Con
ference of 1834. 

From the first Mr. Harding expressed a preference for 
the foreign department of the work, and after labouring a 
little more than a year in England he received an appoint
ment as a missionary to Jamaica. In that island he 
laboured with diligence and success as health and strength 
permitted during the remainder of his comparatively long 
and useful life. While devoting his best energies to 
purely spiritual work he sought the general improvement 
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of the Circuits in which he laboured, by promoting the 
erection of chapels and other mission buildings, which 
still remain as monuments of his zeal and industry. He 
was remarkable for his modesty and reserve, and was 
e,idently willing to toil in the Master's vineyard without 
winning human applause; but his works declared them
selves, and proved him to be a faithful servant of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amid his abundant active missionary 
labours he found time to store his mind with extensive 
and substantial theological and general knowledge, and 
when untrammelled by his natural diffidence, he showed 
in his public ministrations as well as in private conversa
tion that he was a man of respectable attainments. 

In 1874, in consequence of declining health, Mr. 
Harding retired from the full work of the ministry and 
took the position of a supernumerary, as he had done for 
two or three years at a previous period. Bat he still con
tinued to reside in Jamaica, and whether in the ranks of 
efficient men or in comparative retirement, he was ever 
ready to co-operate with his brethren in carrying on the 
work of the Lord, according as his health and strength 
would permit. Whilst travelling to an appointment on 
horseback in his last Circuit, he sustained serious injury 
from a fall, from the effects of which he never fully 
recovered. About a year afterwards he had an attack of 
paralysis, which proved to be the messenger sent to take 
him to his Father's house above. He c~mtinued in a help
less state for two or three years, although he was not con
fined to bed more than a week. He endured his a:ffiiction 
patiently, and with entire resignation to the Divine will. 
He died in peace at Kingston, on December 25th, 1877, in 
the sixty-ninth year of his age and the forty-third of his 
ministry. 

WILLIAM J. W AYMOUTH, 

T HE so~ of a zealous a1;1-d successful ,W-esleJ'.an mission
ary m the West Indies, was born m the island of St. 

Kitt's, in 1839. From his infancy he was trained up in the 
knowledge and £ear of God; but it was not till he had 
reached the age of seventeen that he became decided for 
Christ. His conversion took place at a class meeting in 
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1857, and from that time he began to work for God 
according to his ability and opportunities. He was first 
engaged as a Sabbath school teacher and tract distributor, 
and afterwards became an accepted local preacher. In 
1862 he was received as a probationer for the Wesleyan 
ministry, and entered upon mission work in the West 
Indies in a manner which led his friends to anticipate for 
hirn a long and useful career. In St. Martin's, Dominica, 
Tortola,and Antigua he laboured for nine years with great 
success; but in 1871 he was seized with an illness from 
which he never fully recovered. 

In 1872 Mr. Waymouth came to England and settled 
as a supernumerary at Helston, in Cornwall. He afterwards 
resided for a time at Rheims, in France, and subsequently 
at Penzance and Dunster. In each of these places he 
rendered such service as his failing strength would per
mit ; but it was evident to his friends, if not to himself, 
that he was gradually sinking. He is described by those 
who knew him personally as 'amiable in disposition, 
courteous in manner, and upright in his whole conver
sation.' On all his stations he was highly respected and 
beloved, both by his brethren in the ministry and the 
people of his charge. In his last illness he suffered much, 
but he was graciously supported by the presence of his 
Saviour till the last messenger came to his relief. He 
died in peace at Dunster, on January 1st, 1878, in the 
thirty-ninth year of his age and the sixteenth of his 
ministry. 

THOMAS KILNER 

WAS born near Doncaster, in the year 1806, and at an 
early age his parents removed with him to 

Sheffield, where he for the first time attended the services 
of the Wesleyan Methodists. It was under the faithful 
ministry of the Gospel with which the youth was now 
favoured that he was convinced of sin and ultimately be
came a happy subject of the saving grace of God. He at 
once joined the Methodist Society, of which he was hence
forth a consistent and active member. .At the age of 
eighteen' he began to preach ; and influenced by the ad
vice of his class leader and other Christian friends, he at 
lengt,h offered himself as a candidate for the ministry, and 
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was cordially accepted by the Conference of 1830. Having 
expressed a willingness to engage in the foreign depart
ment of the work, he was at once appointed as a 
missionary to Ceylon. It was while in London, in 1831, 
preparing for embarkation, that I became personally ac
quainted with him and learned to 'esteem him very 
highly in love for his works' sake,' and for the many 
amiable qualities which he possessed. • 

Mr. Kilner embarked for the East in company with four 
other young missionaries, to whom he became much en
deared by his generous, affable, and loving manners ; and 
on reaching his destination he entered upon his work in 
the spirit of his Divine Master. He spent nearly ten 
years in Ceylon and proved himself to be a faithful, per
severing, and successful missionary of the Cross. He soon 
mastered the difficult languages of the people among 
w horn his lot was cast, and had the pleasure of proclaim
ing to them, in their own tongues, ' the glorious Gospel 
of the blessed God.' The late Rev. R. S. Ha,rdy testified 
concerning Mr. Kilner that ' his knowledge of Sing
haJese and Portuguese was second to none,' and that ' his 
words stuck like burrs to the hearts of his hearers.' He, 
moreover, rendered important service to the cause of 
missions by his facile pen, translating school books and 
compiling a Pali dictionary which proved very useful to 
his successors. Writing to him many years afterwards, 
a Ceylon missionary says, 'Your name and memory are 
still fragrant here as our sweetest spicy breezes, and some 
of our old members refer to your days of hallowed toil in 
this island, as those of their conversion to God.' Failing 
health, however, compelled him to relinquish his beloved 
work in the East, and in 1840 he returned to England. 

On his partial recovery Mr. Kilner entered the home 
work and was appointed to the Mansfield, Belper, North
wich, Uttoxeter, Malton,and Ripon Circuits in succession, 
in all of which he was much esteemed. In 1850, his 
health failing again, he was obliged to become a super
numerary. After eleven years of comparative retirement, 
he again entered the full work, and for two or three years 
laboured with acceptance and success at Rheims, in France. 
For a long time he cherished the hope of returning to the 
East, but the continued delicate state of his health, and 
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other untoward circnmstances, intervened to prevent it, 
and in 1864 he finally retired from Circuit work. He 
was ever ready, however, to do what he could to help for
ward the work of God in the places where he resided, and 
he continued to preach occasionally and to perform other 
pastoral duties up to within a few months of the time of 
his death. His strength declined rapidly towards the last, 
and he peacefully passed away to his eternal rest, on 
January 19th, 1878, at Swadlincote, in the seventy-second 
year of age and the forty-eighth of his ministry. 

SAMUEL ALLEN, 

W AS born at Fetcham, S=ey, in the month of Ma1·ch, 
1800. Like many more who have been raised to 

honourable spheres of usefulness in the Church of Christ, 
he was favoured with godly ancestors, who carefully 
trained their offspring in the fear and admonition of the 
Lord. His parents were pious Methodists, who rejoiced 
to see three of their sons become ministers of the Gospel, 
in connection with the Wesleyan Conference. Samuel 
was savingly converted to God under the ministry of the 
Rev. John Fairbourn, at the early age of fourteen; and 
from that time he longed to win souls to Christ in any 
part of the world to which the Church might call him. 
Having been accepted as a probationer in the Wesleyan 
ministry, he was ordained to the sacred office in 1818, and 
appointed as a missionary to Ceylon, where he laboured 
with exemplary diligence and success for fourteen years. 
A glimpse of the manner in which he toiled in the foreign 
field, and a specimen of the results of his labours, and 
those of his brethren, may be obtained from the following 
brief extract from one of his letters, dated N egombo, 
June 3rd, 1822 :-' Last Sunday but one, a lovefeast was 
held in the Negombo Chapel, attended by most of our 
friends from the country, and the manner in which they 
disclosed their religious experience evinced their sincerity. 
Several related, with loving simplicity, the circumstances 
of their conversion, showing by what means they were 
saved from heathenism, and how they obtained the peace 
which passeth all understanding. May they endure to the 
end ! The whole scene was certainly superior to anything 
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of the kind which I have witnessed in Ceylon, and re
flected the highest credit upon the excellent missionaries 
who for several years laboured so faithfully and success
fully in teaching Christianity, and establishing the pastoral 
discipline of Methodism at this station.' 

In 1832 Mr. Allen returned to England in consequence 
of the failure of his health. As soon as he was able to do 
so, he entered the home work; and, henceforth, he 
occupied various Circuits in his native land, with credit 
to ~imself and profit to the people who were favoured 
to sit under his instructive ministry. His experience of 
Eastern mission work was a lifelong advantage to him, 
by drawing forth his mind in profitable study and 
missionary service. He acquired habits of careful reading, 
vigilant observation, and exact expression, which distin
guished him in after years. His home ministry was 
greatly valued for the thoughtful exposition of Scripture, 
persuasively applied to the consciences of his hearers. 
He was a scribe well 'instructed unto the kingdom of 
heaven;' a son of consolation to the sorrowful; and 
successful in turning many to righteousness. His delight 
in the law of the Lord induced him to study the 
Scriptures in the original tongues, as well as to make him
self familiar with the best commentaries and theological 
works in the English language. He was, moreover, a 
faithful and discriminating pastor; caring for the neglected, 
remembering the forgotten, and sowing precious seed be
side all waters. 

Mr. Allen was compelled, by failing health and in
creasing infirmities, to retire from the full work of the 
ministry in 1863; but he continued to labour, as his 
strength would permit, in the different Circuits in which 
he resided, shedding a heavenly light around him 
wherever he went. His personal character was pre
eminently pure, unselfish, and high-principled; and his 
conversation was invariably instructive. He experienced 
successive bereavements; but praise, resignation, and 
joyful anticipation brightened his last days. In the ex
treme debility of his last illness he exclaimed, 'God is 
good. Oh ! how I should like to praise Him with 
thousands, thousands, thousands! ' A few hours before his 
death he wrote with a trembling hand, in the New Testa-
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ment Greek : ' Love never faileth ! ' He died in peace 
at Wavertree, on April llth, 1878, in the seventy-ninth 
year of his age and the sixtieth of his ministry. 

WILLIAM CLEAVER. 

FEW missionaries have a more interesti_ng historyr ~han 
the Rev. W. Cleaver. He was a native of Tnmdad, 

West Indies, having been born at Port of Spain, in the 
month of February, 1818. He received a respectable 
secular education in ~is boyhood; but, having gone to 
reside on a cocoa estate in the mountains above .A.rima, he 
was cut off from all religious influences, and grew up 
literally ' without God and without hope in the world.' His 
parents, who were of European descent, knew nothing of 
religion only as taught in the Roman Catholic Church ; 
but their children, from the circumstances alluded to, knew 
scarcely anything of the· dogmas and superstitions of 
Romanism; and the entire family, like thousands more at 
that time in the West Indies, were in a state of deplorable 
spiritual destitution. 

In the year 1846, whilst I was labouring as a m13s10n
ary in Port of Spain, a gracious revival of religion occurred 
in the Society and congregation, by means of which several 
members of the Cleaver family were largely benefited. 
The father had died some time before, and the widowed 
mother with two sons and a daughter were then residing 
in the city, whilst William continued in charge of the 
cocoa estate in the quarter of Arima. In the course of my 
pastoral visitation I was requested to call and see the elder 
brother who was confined to his bed by a painful and 
lingering disease. I did so, and, at the request of the 
family, I continued my visits to the last, and had the 
pleasure of seeing him die in a very peaceful and happy 
state of mind. In the meantime the family had become 
constant attendants at the Wesleyan chapel, and some if 
not all its members had become the subjects of the con
verting grace of God. The first time I saw William was 
at the funeral of his brother, at which I was called to 
officiate. He seemed much impressed under the address 
and the prayers that were offered, as well as with the 
change which had taken place in his brother and sister, 
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and the account which he heard of the happy death of the 
dl'ar departed one. Shortly afterwards he accepted an 
imitation to attend the cliapel and hear for himself that 
glorious Gospel which had been made such a blesRing to 
the family. 

When William Clea,er came to the Wesleyan chapel 
in Port of Spain for the first time, he was not aware that 
he had previously been more than twice in any Protestant 
place of worship in his life,-a circumstance which made 
his conversion the more remarkable. As he entered the 
chapel I was giving out the hyrµn beginning, 'Would 
Jesus have the sinner die.' As he afterwards testified, 
with feelings of deep emotion, the words of the hymn 
went like a dagger to his heart, whilst the discourse which 
followed presented the truth to his mind in an entirely 
new light. The consequence was, he was clell,rly convinced 
of sin ; and he returned home with a penitent and contrite 
heart, resolving never to rest till he found peace and rest 
in Jesus. It was not long before he wasenabletl to believe 
with his heart unto righteousness, and he became ' a new 
creature in Christ Jesus.' He soon afterwards became a 
Sabbath school teacher, an exhorter, and a local preacher. 
Believing that God intended him for a higher sphere of 
usefulness, I placed him in charge of the Port of Spain 
mission day school, that I might have him entirely under 
my care. At the same time he joined a theological class 
which I had formed for the mutual improvement of young 
men and pursued a regular course of study under my 
direction. In this new position he gave me great satis
faction, being humble, pious, and industrious. Such was 
the mpid progress which he made in Scriptural knowledge 
and religions experience, that within two years from the 
time of his conversion he stood an accepted candidate for 
the Christian ministry before the District meeting at 
Tobago, to which place he had accompanied me to preach 
his trial sermon and undergo the usual examination. · 

Mr. Cleaver was admitted to theranks oftheWesleyan 
ministry by the Conference of 1843, and for thirty years 
laboured as a missionary in the St. Vincent and Demerara 
Districts with the most exemplary zeal and diligence. Nor 
did he labour in vain, as many who were brought to God 
through his instrumentality can testify. He was a man of 
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a quiet and retiring temperament, and by his amiable and 
genial disposition and his attention to every part of hiR 
ministerial work he gained the confidence and esteem of 
his colleagues and the people of his charge wherever he 
laboured. Failing health induced him in 1876 to pay a 
visit to Canada, and during his sojourn there he had a 
severe attack of rheumatic fever, which left its mark in 
the form of disease of the heart which supervened, and 
from the painful effects of which he never, fully recovered. 
In January, 1877, he returned to Barbadoes, where he had 
previously laboured, but the best medical advice failed to 
alleviate much less to remove his malady, and in April he 
removed to Trinidad. The following twelve months were 
filled with pain and suffering which he endured with 
patience, fortitude, and uncomplaining submission to the 
will of God, till the last messenger came to his relief. He 
died 'in peace at Port of Spain, on April 19th, 1878, iu the 
sixty-first year of his age and the thirty-fifth of his 
ministry. 

LUKE SCOTT. 

T HE career of the Rev. Luke Scott was exceedingly 
chequered. He was born at South Shields, on April 9th, 

1837. From his boyhood he was the subject of the strivings 
of the Holy Spirit, and at the age of seventeen he yielded 
himself fully to the Lord and became the subject of His 
saving grace and mercy. Immediately after his conversionhe 
began to work for God ; and it soon became evident that 
he was destined for a wider sphere of usefulness in the 
Master's vineyard. Having offered himself as a candidate 
for the Wesleyan ministry, he was accepted by the Con
ference of 1860, and sent to the Richmond College, where 
he remained for two years assiduously preparing himself 
by diligent study for foreign service. Having received an 
appointment as a missionary to Ceylon, he embarked for his 
distant station in the month of January, 1863. On arriving 
at his destination he entered upon his work with a full 
determination to spend and be spent in the service of the 
Lord. He had laboured with acceptance and success for 
about six years when his health, which had never been 
robust, gave way, and he was obliged to return to 
England. 
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Somewhat disappointed at the short duration of his 
foreign service, and still wishful to labour for the Lord in 
the sacred office Mr. Scott entered the home work as soon 
as his shattered health would permit. At the Conference 
of 1876, his health becoming still more feeble and broken, 
he was obliged to ask for permission to become a super
numerary. ,vhen he had rested a year at Doncaster, where 
he had previously laboured, his ardent Rpirit prompted him 
again to enter t.he full work, and he was appointed to 
Dumfries, where comparatively little physical labour was 
required of the minister. Here his health again gave way. 
He worked for the Master as long as he had strength to 
stand or speak, and then lay down to die. His last days 
were filled with suffering, and with some measure of 
spiritual darkness. But at last the suffering ceased and 
the clouds dispersed. On being asked: 'Is all right-have 
yon joy in believing ? ' he replied firmly : 'It is all right; 
no joy, but settled peace; the darkness is gone and the 
dawn shines clearly.' Just before he passed away, he was 
asked, ' Is J esns precious to you now ? ' A beautiful light 
shone in his eyes, and with strong emphasis he pronounced 
the word, 'Very.' He died at Dumfries, on April 23rd, 
1878, in the forty-second year of his age and the fifteenth 
of his ministry. 

The remains of Mr. Scott, in accordance with his 
expressed wish, were removed to Doncaster for interment. 
There a solemn and interesting funeral service was held, 
and the most honourable testimonies were borne to the 
excellent character of the departed servant of God. · Mr. 
Scott was said to have been ' peculiarly fitted for the office 
of a Christian minister. His mind, naturally clear and 
acute, had been diligently cultivated. His moral tone was 
high, his sympathies keen, and his piety deep and unosten
tatious. His preaching was marked by fearlessness, 
incisiveness, and reverence for the Word of God ; whilst 
exceedingly interesting it was also searching and intensely 
practical. It is believed that many were won to Christ 
through his instrumentality.' 

THOMAS PEARSON, 

A NATIVE of Yotk, -was born on January 28th, 1813. 
He was trained up from his childhood in the nurture 
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and admonition of the Lord; and at the early age of 
thirteen he yielded his heart to God, and gave evidence 
that he was the subject of His converting grace. He 
began to preach and to make himself otherwise useful in the 
Church of Christ when a comparative youth, and it was soon 
apparent that the Lord of the vineyard intended him for 
a more extensive sphere of usefulness. Having offered 
himself as a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry, he was 
accepted by the Conference of 1836, and forthwith received 
an appointment as a missionary to the West Indies. For 
fifteen years he continued to labour with exemplary zeal 
and diligence in the Antigua District, the islands of 
Nevis, St. Kitt's, Tortola, Dominica, Antigua, and 
Montserrat sharing his services in succession. On every 
station which he occupied he was greatly beloved by his 
brethren in the ministry and the people of his charge ; and 
it is believed that he was instrumental in winning many 
souls for Christ as well as in: building up the Church of 
the living God. 

Mr. Pearson exercised his ministry in the West Indies 
on some stations amid much opposition and persecution; 
but he conducted himself with great prudence and discre
tion. 'rhis clearly appears from the following account which 
he gave in one of his letters of what occurred at a missionary 
meeting at Dominica, on October 18th, 1847: 'The Roman 
Catholic mob rapidly increased, and when they saw that 
shouting and yelling did not succeed in breaking up the 
meeting, immediately after the collection was made they 
filled the chapel-yard, brandishing large sticks at the 
windows and doors, and throwing in several stones, by one 
of which a young female was cut in the forehead. At this 
moment the greatest excitement prevailed in the chapel, 
some running one way and some another; and as I did 
not consider it prudent to continue the meeting, I exhorted 
the congregation to retire gradually, and to repair to their 
homes in peace and quietness.' 

In 1851 Mr. Pearson returned to England and entered 
the home work; but he never lost his interest in foreign 
missions, being ever ready to advocate the cause from the 
pulpit and the platform. When he had occupied various 
important Circuits in his native land for fourteen years 
he was obliged by the failure of his health to retire from 

u 
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the full work of the ministry and take the position of a 
supernumerary. He settled at York, his native city, 
where he continued to render valuable service to the good 
cause as bis stre~gth would permit, till the Master called 
him to rest from his labours. In the course of his last ill
ness, which was brief, he said to a brother minister,' Jesus is 
present, Jesus is precious, Jesus is mine : He is all and in 
all: His grace is sufficient for me.' Soon afterwards he 
passed away in great peace on May llth, 1878. He was 
in the sixty-sixth year of his age and the forty-second of 
his ministry at the time of his death . 

• WILLIAM SCHOFIELD. 

THERE were some features in the character and career 
of the Rev. William Schofield of more than ordinary 

interest. He was born at Dudley, near Bradford, York
shire, on June 17th, 1793. In 1819 he became a local 
preacher, and for several years laboured in that capacity 
with acceptance and success. Having been honoured of 
God with fruit to his labours, he was proposed by the 
Rev. Dr. Townley as a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry; 
and having ·been accepted by the Conference of 1826 he 
received an appointment as' a missionary to Tasmani'a. 
His first station was Macquerie Harbour, where he laboured 
for four years among the convicts of that penal settlement. 
By the blessing of God on his unwearied efforts for their 
benefit, many a poor outcast was brought to a saving 
knowledge of the truth. In 1832 Mr. Schofield was 
appointed to Parramatta in New Sonth Wales, after which 
he laboured in the Sydney, Melbourne, and other im
portant Circuits until 1851, when, in consequence of 
failing health and family circumstances, he retired from 
the full work of the ministry and took the position of a 
supernumerary. Henceforth he resided in or near Sydney, 
and in many ways served the Methodist Church, of which 
he was a consistent and devoted minister. His last public 
act was to lay one of the memorial stones of the Stanmore 
College, he having been invited by the council to take part 
in the ceremony as the oldest minister of the Australasian 
Methodist Church and a liberal contributor to the funds 
of the institution. His last illness was of brief duration, 



Matthew Banks. 

and before many of his friends knew that he was ill, he 
had peacefully passed away to his eternal rest. He died at 
Sydney, on Sunday, June 9th, 1878, in the eighty-fifth 
year of his age and the fifty-second of his ministry. 

The testimony borne by Mr. Schofield's surviving 
brethren to his many excellencies of character is distinct and 
emphatic. As a missionary, Circuit minister, and pastor 
he is said to have been zealous, industrious, and indefatig
able. His sermons were of the expository type, evangelical, 
earnest, carefully prepared, and delivered with unction 
from the Holy One. He had a remarkable gift in prayer, 
was an affectionate leader, and a judicious adviser. He 
zealously circulated Methodist and other religious literature 
among the people, and laboured in every possible way to 
advance the interests of the Redeemer's kingdom. 

During his residence in Australia Mr. Schofield came 
into possession of large property, which he dispensed with 
a liberal hand. He bequeathed upwards of £40,000 to the 
church build,ing fund of the Australasian Methodist 
Church, and in various other ways helped forward the 
work of God; thus exemplifying the Saviour's words, 
' Freely ye have received, freely give.' 

MATTHEW BANKS 

W AS born at Rotherham on February 23rd, 1798. 
Brought to God in early manhood, he immediately 

became an active worker in the cause of Christ. After a 
period of great mental conflict, he yielded to the solicita
tions of the Circuit ministers and friends and went forth 
to preach. From the beginning God greatly blessed his 
labours. Five persons were brought to God at his first 
service, among whom were his brother and sister. He 
now entered with all his powers into a great Y orkshixe 
revival, and was favoured to see multitudes brought to a sav
ing knowledge of the truth. It soon became apparent that he 
was destined by the Lord of the harvest for a more extensive 
sphere of usefulness ; and having offered himself as a 
candidate for the Wesleyan ministry he was accepted by 
the Conference of 1826. In the true missionary spirit he 
expressed a preference for the foreign work, and forthwith 
received an appointment to the West Indies. In the 

u 2 
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islands of Antigua, St. Kitt's, Anguila, and St. Eustatius 
he laboured with zeal, diligence, and success for eleven 
years. His published letters and journals during this 
period abound wit,h references to revivals and the gathering 
of precious souls into the fold of Christ. Writing from 
Antigua on August 1st, 1827, he says, 'I am happy to 
inform you that the good work is still reviving in this 
island. We have recently admitted a number of promis
ing new members into the Society. On Sunday last we 
had a blessed day at Paraham. I admitted eleven on trial 
and many more are seeking mercy.' 

In 1837 Mr. Banks returned to England and hence
forth laboured in the home work. For twenty-three years 
he occupied various Circuits with credit to himself and 
advantage to the cause in which he was engaged. He 
retained to the last the characteristics of his early ministry. 
He was quick and decisive in action, independent in 
judgrnent, and an original thinker. His preaching was 
characterised by great earnestness, fervent Protestantism, 
and remarkable originality, and he was eminent.ly successful 
in awakening sinners and leading them to the Saviour. 

At length the health of Mr. Banks gave way, and in 
1860 he was obliged to retire from the full work of t_he 
ministry. He settled at Bridlington Quay, where he 
continued to labour as his declining strength would permit, 
till he was entirely laid aside. His last illness was very 
painful. He suffered much from depression of mind, but 
there were bright intervals in which all his old fervour, 
and faith, and joy, broke through the gloom. 'The blood 
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth from all sin, hallelujah,' 
he exclaimed. When the last messenger came he waR 
found patiently waiting for his final change, and he peace
fully passed away to his eternal rest. He died at Brid
lington, on June 15th, 1878, in the eighty-first year of his 
age and the fifty-second of his ministry. 

WILLI.A.M SIMPSON, 

B ORN at Longton, in the year 1808, was a man of 
considerable eminence. Amidst the influences of a 

godly home he became the s11bject of deep religious im
pressio11s, and grew up from his childhood in the fear of 
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the Lord. His early piety was, for a while, blighted by 
evil companionships, and the peace which he had formerly 
enjoyed gave place to severe inward conflicts. At the age 
of seventeen those conflicts ended in a clear conversion. 
Shortly afterwards he began to show to others 'the way 
of salvation ' ; and giving evidence of considerable mental 
ability, as well as fluency of speech, he was encouraged to 
st,udy and improve his talents with a view to future use
fulness in the Lord's vineyard. He was admitted to the 
ranks of the Wesleyan ministry in 1829, and after labour
ing a little more than a year in a Circuit at home, he re
ceived an appointment as a missionary to Australia. It 
was while we were detained in London, in 1830, preparing 
for our embarkation to distant and different spheres of 
labour, that the present writer became personally ac
quainted with Mr. Simpson, and was led to admire his 
loving zeal and earnestness in the cause of Christ. 

Mr. Simpson laboured for five years in different Cir
cuits in New Soutb Wales with acceptance and success, 
and was favoured to see the cause of God advancing from 
year to year in the most delightful manner. He then re
moved to Tasmania, where he ministered, both to free 
settlers and convicts, in a manner which showed that his 
heart was in the work. It was at Port Arthur, among 
the people last named, that he was favoured to witness the 
saving power of Divine grace in the cor,version of some 

, of the most degraded characters that were known even in 
that notorious convict settlement. In acknowledgment of 
his zealous and faithful labours in this trying but interest
ing department of the work, he received the cordial com
mendations of the government authorities, as well as the 
sincere thanks of those who had been won to Christ 
through his instrumentality. 

Domestic bereavement and affiiction necessitated Mr. 
Simpson's return to England in 1844; and, during the 
following twenty-one years he laboured in the home work, 
occupying some of the most important Circuits in the 
Connexion, with credit to himself and advantage to the 
people of his charge. His sermons were carefully prepared, 
and delivered with energy and power; and it is believed 
that he had many seals to his ministry who will be his 
'joy and the crown of his rejoicing in the day of the 
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Lord.' As a Christian gentleman he was bland and 
courteous. He had a high sense of honour, was true in 
his friendships, and had a tender heart, although some
times his manner was regarded by his friends as some
what abrupt. 

In 1865 Mr. Simpson was obliged, by failing health, to 
become a supernumerary. He settled in Guernsey, where 
his health gradually declined, and at len(J'th he was 
:i,ffiicted with the total loss of sight. He bor~ his suffer
mgs with meekness and resignation to the will of God, 
retaining to the last his mental acuteness, and his calm 
trust in the Saviour whom it had been his delight to 
preach to others when in health and strength. He died 
m peace, on July 20th, 1878, in the seventieth year of his 
age and the forty-ninth of his ministry. 

JOSEPH JACKSON 

WAS for several years an earnest ~nd devoted mis-
sionary in South Africa. For this distant portion 

of the mission field, accompanied by his heroic wife, he 
embarked on November 12th, 1835. They arrived at their 
destination in. safety in the early part of the following 
year. During the three months they were detained in 
Cape Town, Mr. Jackson assisted the missionaries stationed 
there to the utmost of his power, preaching in the city, at 
W ynberg, Simon's Town, Stellenbosch, and various other 
places, whilst at the same time he diligently employed 
himself in acquiring the language of the people among 
whom he was to labour. His first station was Nisbett 
Bath in Great Namaqnaland, for which place he set out as 
soon as a wagon and oxen arrived from the interior to 
convey him and his family thither. Some idea of the 
difficulties of travelling in this part of Africa may be 
formed from the following extract from his first letter to 
the committee in London, dated Khamiesberg, August 1st, 
1836 :-' We had a very tedious journey of six weeks to 
Khamiesberg, owing to the great scarcity of grass, and 
were obliged to leave twelve oxen on the road. .An oppor
tunity presenting itself, I wrote to Mr. Edwards to request 
help. He very kindly and promptly attended to my 
re.:iuest, and sent a wagon and oxen nearly a week's 
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journey to meet us. Had we not obtained such aid, we 
should have been obliged to stay on the road. We arrived 
at Khamiesberg on June llth, and were kindly received 
by Mr. and Mrs. Edwards, which greatly refreshed our 
spirits after the fatigue of so long a journey.' 

Leaving his family at Khamiesberg, Mr. Jackson set 
out on horseback to Nisbett Bath in Great N amaqualand, 
a distance of nearly two hundred miles, to make arrange
ments for their removal to that station. After encountering 
and overcoming numerous difficulties, they reached their 
destination in the month of Augast, 1836, and commenced 
their labours among a wild and barbarous people in the 
true missionary spirit. At Nisbett Bath and KhamieR
berg Mr. Jackson laboured for about fourteen years with 
acceptance and success, sympathising with the natives in 
their temporal and spiritual difficulties, and promoting 
their welfare by all the means in his power. In 1851 his 
health failed; and, having just arrived from England 
to take charge of tbe Cape of Good Hope District, I 
dispatched a special messenger to Khamiesberg with 
medicine, &c., for his relief. As there appeared no pros
pect of his being able to resume his miRsionary labours, at 
his own request he became a supernumerary, and removed 
to the neighbourhood of Cape Town, where I was favoured 
with his personal acquaintance. 

Soon afterwards, Mr. Jackson removed to Natal ; and 
although he never afterwards took a station as an effective 
missionary, he for many years cheerfully rendered such 
aid as he was able to give to his ministerial brethren. He 
was severely afHicted during the last four years of his life, 
being almost constantly confined to his bed. He was. 
graciously supported by the presence of the Saviour, and 
peacefully passed away to his eternal rest on September 
2nd, 1878, in the seventy-first year of his age, and the 
forty-fourth of his ministry. 

SAMUEL HARDEY. 

THE missionary career of the Rev. Samuel Hardey was 
one of great interest. He was born at Barton-on

H umber in the year 1806 ; and, under the cons training 
influence of the love of Christ, he was led to consecrate 
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himself to the service of God in the morning of life. 
At the early age of thirteen he joined the Wesleyan 
Methodist Society ; and, having been Divinely called to 
preach the Gospel, he was admitted to the ranks of the 
ministry at the Conference of 1827. He soon afterwards 
proceeded to London to undergo the usual examination 
for the foreign department of the work, for which he had 
offe~ed himseli. He was then in the twenty-second year 
of his age ; and being approved, he forthwith received an 
appointment as a missionary to Continental India. 

In the month of June, 1828, Mr. Hardey embarked for 
his distant station; and after a dreary voyage of seven 
months and twenty-one days, including a detention of 
several weeks, first at Rio de Janeiro and afterwards at the 
Cape of Good Hope, he arrived in safety at Madras in the 
early part of 1829. The spirit in which he entered upon 
his work will appear from the following brief extract from 
his first letter to the missionary committee in London :
' Having been brought, by the watchful care of the 
Almighty, in safety to the termination of the voyage, 
which has been unusually protracted, dangerous, and dis
agreeable, I am constrained to declare that " goodness and 
mercy have followed me all my days." I am resolved to 
praise Him, "while life, and thought, and being last," as 
the God of my salvation. I feel, as I have long felt, 
determined to give my whole soul to the work for which I 
have been set apart, and to strive to the utmost extent of 
my ability to promote the glory of God and the salvation 
of the heathen. I. trust that with diligence and persever
ance, and entire dependence on the aid of the Holy Spirit, 
my labour will "not be in vain in the Lord."' This good 
beginning was followed by five years of earnest and faithful 
missionary labour on various stations in the Madras District 
-labour which resulted in the gathering of many souls 
into the fold of Christ, and the consolidation of the work 
of the mission. 

In 1834 Mr. Hardey_returned to England, and for some 
time supplied the place of Dr. Warren, who had just been 
suspended from his office as superintendent of a Circuit 
in Manchester during a violent agitation. At the follow
ing Conference the young missionary received, in common 
with other ministers, the public thanks of his brethren for 
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his faithful and valaable service9 on the trying occasion. 
In 1836 Mr. Hardey resumed his missionary labours in 
India, and was Roon afterwards appointed to the important 
and responsible office of chairman and general superin
tendent of the Madras District, the daties of which he 
faithfully and efficiently discharged till the arrival of the 
Rev. Joseph Roberts in 1842. In 1844 Mr. Hardey was 
for the first time attacked with serious illness, and was 
compelled to· leave India in search of health. The ship in 
which he sailed leaked so badly, that she was obliged to 
put in at the Mauritius for repairs. There he met with 
Dr. and Mrs. Judson, the latter of whom soon afterwards 
died at sea, and was interred in the island of St. Helena. 
After a long and stormy passage the invalid missionary 
reached England, and on the partial recovery of his health 
he was appointed superintendent of the Brighton Circuit. 
There and at Barton-on--Humber he laboured until 1849, 
when on the death of Mr. Roberts he was again appointed 
to the charge of the Madras District, a,nd once more em
barked for India, where he was received with joy by his 
missionary brethren, by whom he was highly esteemed. 

The health of Mr. Hardey having again failed, in 1853 
he was obliged finally to leave India for the milder climate 
of Western Australia. On his way to that place he spent 
a few months at the Cape of Good Hope, where I first 
became personally acquainted with him, and learned to 
esteem him very highly in love for his works' sake, and for 
his many excellencies of character. At the Swan River 
settlement, Western Australia, Mr. Hardey met two of his 
brothers, whom he had not seen for many years. With 
them and their families, and the people of his charge 
generally, he lived and laboured in happy social inter
course for eight years, rendering good service to the 
mission at Perth and neighbouring places. During this 
period I had frequent correspondence with him, which 
resulted in his appointment as my successor as chairman 
and general superintendent of the Cape of Good Hope 
District, in 1862, when I had been obliged to return to 
England for the recovery of my health. In this respon
sible position Mr. Hardey continued to labour with fidelity, 
zeal, and success, esteemed and loved by all with whom he 
was brought in contact for sixteen years, till he was called 
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to his eternal rest. He had exerted himself very much in 
connection with the erection of the new church in Green 
Market Square, Cape Town, when he was seized with his 
last illness ; and after a week of great suffering he died in 
great peace on September 18th, 1878, in the seventy-third 
year of hiR age and the fifty-first of his ministry. 

Mr. Hardey was a most laborious and useful missionary, 
a man of eminently meek and quiet spirit. The respect 
in which he was held by all classes 6£ the community was 
evinced by the large attendance at his funeral, including 
some of the highest officers of government and Christian 
ministers of every denomina.tion in Cape Town, besides 
hundreds of sincere mourners belongi:i;tg to his own con
gregation. 

JOHN JEFFERY, 

A NA. TIVE of North Devon, enjoyed the &.dvantage of 
a godly Methodist parentage, and came under 

gracious influences in early life. He wa.s seventeen years 
of age, however, before he fully yielded up his heart to 
God, and obtained the witness of the Holy Spirit as to 
adoption. .A.n accident which brought him near to death, 
and which was succeeded by protracted illness, was· the 
means of his decision. After his conversion and recovery 
he was instant in every good work ; and having become a 
local preacher, in 1869 he was accepted as a candidate for 
the Wesleyan ministry. Preferring the foreign work he 
was sent to the Richmond College for training, and in 
1872 he was appointed as a missionary to Jamaica. He 
laboured in the Kingston, Clarendon, Watsonville, and 
Falmouth Circuits in succession with much acceptance, 
and was the means of winning many souls for Christ. 
He was an earnest and faithful missionary, diligent in his 
attention to every detail, and ever anxious to see the fruit 
of his labour. By constant study he had obtained an exten
sive acquaintance with theological and other literature. 
His sermons were carefully prepared, and often reached a 
high standard of excellence, being clear expositions of 
Divine truth, and delivered with remarkable fervour and 
power. His manly, frank, and genial deportment helped 
to make him acceptable to all classes, and extended his. 
usefulness. But the time soon came when the Chur~h 
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waf! deprived of his useful labour8. On his return home 
from attending missionary meetingf! in another Circuit, he 
was exposed to a tropical sun and showers of rain, which 
seriously affected a frame already weakened by illness and 
over-work. He was attacked with fever, and in a few days 
it was apparent that he was sick unto death. In his 
delirium the deep feeling of his heart was manifest by his 
exhortations and counsels, as he appeared to be preaching, 
and meeting for religious instruction imaginary classes. 
At length the end came and he passed away to his eternal 
rest on September 27th, 1878. 

WILLIAM D. JONES 

WAS a promising young minister, whose career was 
brief and chequered. Converted to God in early 

life, and anxious to labour in the Lord's vineyard, he be
came a local preacher when about seventeen years of age. 
His health failing he visited Australia, hoping to be useful 
there ; but his prospects were blighted and he returned to 
England far from well in body or mind. After a while he 
became a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry, and wa, 
accepted by the Conference of 1875. His health again 
failing he went to South Africa with strong recommenda
tions from home, and received an appointment as a 
missionary to a station in the Queenstown District. He 
laboured there with acceptance and success for three years, 
and hopes were entertained by his friends and brethren that 
his health, which still continued somewhat feeble, might 
bAcome consolidated, and that he might be spared to the 
Church for many years. In the order of Divine provi
dence these hopes were not realised, however. He 
gradually bees.me worse, and after suffering considerably 
for two months he peacefully passed away to his eternal 
rest on November 1st, 1878, in the twenty-sixth year of 
his age and the fourth of his ministry. 

Mr. Jones was a young man of more than average 
ability ; and by his earnest and faithful ministrations, and 
blameless life, he won the respect and love of the people 
among whom he laboured. His influence among the 
families which he visited was sweet and blessed ; and had 
he been spared to the Church of his choice, he bid fair to 
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become a minister of more than ordinary power and use
fuln~ss. But the ways of God in the dispensations of His 
proV1dence and grace are sometimes dark and mysterious. 
'What we know not now we shall know hereafter.' 

HENRY LAMB 

\VAS one of a large number of young missionaries 
who have entered upon the work with bright and 

hopeful prospects, but whose career of usefulness has been 
brought to a speedy and unexpected termination in the 
order of Divine providence. Having been brought to a 
saving knowledge of the truth in early lif~, and begun to 
work for God according to his abilities and opportunities, 
he offered himself as a candidate· for the Wesleyan 
ministry, and was accepted by the Conference of 1876. 
Preferring the foreign work he at once received an 
appointment as a missionary to the Gambia station, 
Western Africa. He was originally designated for 
Macartby's Island; but, in consequence of certain change!! 
which were made in the method of carrying on the work, 
he was detained at St. Mary's. This change in his 
appointment was regarded as providential by his friends, 
as his preaching abilities and kindness of disposition fitted 
him rather for the work of a pastor in the colony than 
for pioneer missionary work in the interior, for which 
he was at first intended. He is described as ' a faithful, 
laborious, and loving colleague' ; and his early removal 
was sincerely mourned by his brethren in the ministry 
and people among whom he laboured for a brief period. 

Having successfully battled with several attacks of 
fever, Mr. Lamb was considered to have passed the most 
critical period of his initiation; and his friends, regarding 
him as in a measure acclimatised, were hoping for him a 
long and successful missionary career, when it was 
suddenly cut short. He was visited with an attack of 
fever of a more severe type than any he had had before ; 
and after suffering much for three days and nights, con
gestion of the lungs supervening, he gradually sank, and 
peacefully passed away to his eternal rest on November 
23rd, 1878. A few months before his lamented death this 
devoted missionary wrote as follows :-' The work pro-
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gresses. The kindly inllnences of Christianity are felt. 
Slowly as it may appear to some, yet surely, is Africa 
being won for the world's Redeemer. We who labonr 
shall not live to see the full fruits of our labour; our only 
desire is to do the work, and patiently wait for the time 
when the sower and the reaper shall rejoice together.' 

JAMES SMEETH. 

THE Rev. James Smeeth was born at Amesbury, Wilt-
shire, in the year 1812. At the age of eighteen he 

earnestly sought and obtained an experimental knowledge 
of the truth as it is in Jesns. With all the energy of a 
consecrated youth, he immediately began to work for God, 
according to his ability and opportunities. Nor did he 
neglect to prepare himself, as best he could, for a wider 
sphere of usefulness, which soon opened out before him. 
His educational advantages had been few and slender, but 
he had a great thirst for knowledge, and practised mnch 
self-denial in order to purchase nseful books, which he 
read and studied with commendable diligence. Fervently 
he sought the blessing of God upon his humble efforts, 
and his profiting appeared to many. His Providential 
designation was soon apparent. Called of God, he was 
set apart for the work and office of the Christian ministry 
in 1835. For four years Mr. Smeeth laboured with accept
ance and success in English Circuits; bnt in 1839, on 
being admitted into full connexion with the Wesleyan 
Conference, he offered himself for the foreign work and 
received an appointment as a missionary to South Africa. 
The following five years he spent in Cape Town, preaching 
chiefly to the English congregations, at the same time 
paying attention to the acquisition of the Dutch language 
with a view to make himself useful to all classes. Whilst 
labouring at the Cape he endeared himself to his minis
terial brethren and the people of his charge by his cheer
ful, bland manner, genial spirit, and many other excel
lencies. When toiling in the same part of the wide field 
several years afterwards I often heard this devoted servant 
of Christ spoken of with profound respect by those who 
had been benefited by his faithful ministry. 

In 1844, his health having failed, Mr. Smeeth returned 
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to England, and on his recovery he entered the home work. 
The remaining twenty~nine years of his ministry were 
spent in various important English Circuits, in each of 
which he remained the full period of three years. Preach
ing the word was his delight. His ministry was plain, 
powerful, and impressive, and characterised by tenderness 
of feeling, fervour of spirit, and occasional gleams of sub
dued humour. He was a diligent student of Scripture ; 
and his daily walk and conversation was in strict harmony 
with his sacred vocation. He was a faithful pastor, and 
in two of his Circuits he was favoured to see extensive 
revivals of religion, as well as the building up of the 
Church of Christ. In 1873 failure of hea.lth obliged him 
to retire from Circuit work and take the position of a 
supernumerary. His last illness was severe a;'ld prolonged; 
but in his deepest sufferings he was cheered by the mani
fested presence of his Redeemer. At length the end 
came, and he died in. the full assurance of hope, on 
December 27th, 1878, in the sixty-seventh year of his age 
and forty-fourth of his ministry. 

JOHN RANDERSON. 

F EW men have been more respected and beloved both 
at home and abroad than the Rev. John Randerson, 

and his ministerial and missionary career was both in
teresting and instructive. He was born at Manchester, 
on September 29th, 1806 ; and being favoured with pious 
parents who trained him np in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord, he is said to have been from his childhood 
virtuous, conscientious, and reverent. But it was not till 
his twenty-second year that he folly yielded himself to 
the service of God, and obtained a clear sense of the 
pardon of his sins by faith in Jesus Christ. The change 
which he then experienced was followed by an intense 
desire to bring others into the same happy state, and he 
soon afterwards began to preach the Gospel according tc 
the best of his ability. His first efforts were of a very 
humble character; but he sedulously applied himself to 
the improvement of his mind by reading and study, and 
it soon became evident that the Lord had a work for him 
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to do in His vineyard. Upon the unanimous recommend. 
ation of his native Circuit, he was accepted as a candidate 
for the Wesleyan ministry by the Conference of 1832, and 
he entered upon his sacred calling with a full determina
tion to devote all his powers of body and mind to the ser
vice and glory of God. 

After labouring acceptably for two years at home, Mr. 
Randerson felt it upon his heart to offer himself for the 
foreign work, and in 1834 he received an appointment as 
a missionary to Jamaica. In that island he spent eight 
years at a very important period of our West India 
mission, as the poor oppressed negro slaves were then just 
emerging from their long night of bondage. In common 
with his brethren, he laboured earnestly and successfully 
in preparing them for the happy change which they were 
favoured to experience. 

In 1842 impaired health compelled Mr. Randerson to 
return to England ; and the following thirty-six years of 
his ministerial life were spent in the home work. During 
this period he occupied several important Circuits, in all 
of which he was made very useful in winning souls for 
Christ. He was a powerful and impressive preacher, a 
loving and diligent pastor, a genial and affectionate col
league, and a faithful superintendent of the Circuits of 
which he had charge. He was, moreover, a man of deep 
and fervent piety, and walked humbly with his God. His 
health failing in 1866 he retired as a supernumerary, and 
for four years regided in this capacity at Burnley, where 
the influence of his saintly example and such pastoral 
labour as his diminished strength• would enable him to 
give were made a blessing to many. In 1870, his health 
having improved somewhat, he resumed his labours as a 
Circuit minister, in which he continued till the last. At 
length, fairly worn down with the weight of years and in
cessant toil, his strength utterly failed. But he was very 
happy in God. As the time of his departure approached, 
he exclaimed, ' I now feel the force of those blessed 
doctrines I have endeavoured to preach. They are true
they are true ! Let it be known that I said, all is il·ell, 
all is well! I want to· escape away; bright prospect ! 
Jesus is there. He is looking on me. Come, come, 
come!' Thus trusting Jesus, he passed away to his 
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eternal rest on December 30th, 1878, in the seventy-third 
year of his age and forty-sixth of his ministry. 

JOHN EGGLESTON. 

FEW missionary ministers have served the cause of 
God and the interests of Wesleyan Methodism in 

the southern world more effectually or for a longer period 
than the Rev. John Eggleston. He was born at Newark, 
in January, 1813. At an early period he gave his heart to 
God, and soon began to preach. He entered the W ellleyan 
ministry in England in 1834 ; and after labouring for four 
years in Sheffield, Edinburgh, and other Circuits in the 
United Kingdom during the period of his probation, soon 
aft.er his reception into full connexion and qrdination to 
the sacred office, in 1838, he embarked for Tasmania, to 
which place he had been appointed as a missionary, 
accompanied by the Rev. John Waterhouse and others. 
On his arrival in Hobart Town, in the early part of the 
following year, he entered upon his work with charac
teristic zeal and earnestness, and his faithful ministry wall 
made a blessing to many. 

In 1840 Mr. Eggleston was transferred to Adelaide; 
South Australia, to carry on the work so auspiciously 
begun by the Rev. Mr. Longbottom. A few sentences 
extracted from his first letter from his new station, dated 
March 24th, 1840, will show the circumstances under 
which he entered upon his work there:-' I arrived at this 
place last Sabbath morning. We had a stormy and un
comfortable passage of seventeen days from Hobart Town. 
We anchored on the outside of the bar, thirty miles from 
the port, on Saturday evening. The captain, knowing 
that I was anxious to be in Adelaide on the Sabbath, 
kindly offered to send his boat the next morning to the 
pilot's station, which was abreast of us, about six miles 
off; from there we were to walk through the bush two 
miles, procure a boat to convey us across the creek to the 
port, and then proceed by land to the city, which is six 
miles in the interior. I thankfully embraced the oppor
tunity, and arrived at the chapel a little before twelve 
o'clock. The local preacher who was officiating recognised 
me, and beckoned me into the pulpit. I introduced myself 
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to the congregation, and concluded the service. In the 
evening we had the chapel nearly full, and I was much 
comforted while preaching.' 

The condition of the nativeR did not escape the notice 
of the devoted missionary. Jn the same letter he says :
' The state of the aborigines here is most deplorable. I 
passed. by a tribe as I came from the port to the city. 
The children were running about in a state of nudity, and 
the adults had a kind of blanket thrown carelessly around 
them. They are friendly, and spent the day in strolling 
about the town begging provisions, &c. From what I have 
heard there is a fair prospect of success, could a missionary 
be sent out to labour among them.' Mr. Eggleston was 
not able to do much for the aborigines, but during the 
three years he spent in South Australia he did a great 
deal for the development and extension of Methodism 
among the colonistR, by building churches, organising 
Societies and schools, and by preaching the Gospel with 
great power and success. 

Returning to Tasmania in 1843, Mr. Eggleston spent 
the next seven years in that island ; occupying Launceston, 
New Norfolk, and Hobart Town in succession. On every 
station he was esteemed and beloved by all with whom he 
came in contact, and many souls were won to Christ by 
his instrumentality. In 1850 he removed to Sydney, and 
in New South Wales and Victoria he laboured with 
acceptance and success during the following twenty-four 
years. For six years he filled the important and respon
sible office of general secretary of the Australasian mis
sionary society, and was much engaged in correspondence 
with the missionaries in New Zealand and Polynesia, the 
work having recently been confided to the management of 
the Australian Conference. He also took a prominent and 
leading part in the organisation of the Australasian 
Methodist Churches into a separate connexion, and filled 
the office of president of the Conference with dignity and 
effect, as he did every other position to which he was ap
pointed by his brethren. In 1867 he visited England, 
when the present writer became personally acquainted with 
him, and when his sermons and addresses before the Con
ference were well received. 

In 1877, advancing years and increasing infirmities 
X 
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induced Mr. Eggleston to retire from the full work of the 
ministry, and to take the position of a supernumerary. 
He settled at Sydney, where he continued to assist in the 
good work as his health and strength would permit. In 
1878 he paid a visit to South Australia at the invitation of 
his old friends. He preached and addressed public meet
ings in Adelaide and other places with good effect, although 
it was evident that he was labouring under much weak
ness. Almost immediately on his return to Sydney he 
was attacked with congestion of the brain, and died sud
denly as he was preparing to attend the sittings of the 
Conference, on January 23rd, 1879, in the sixty-sixth year 
of his age and the forty-fifth of his ministry. 

CHARLES CREED. 

THE missionary history of the Rev. Charles Creed 
presents to our view many features of special interest. 

He was born at Hembridge Farin, Somersetshire, on 
October 8th, 1812. His parents were adherents Qf the 
Church of l<.]ngland, in the doctrines and dutie~, of which 
he was brought up. He was the subject of deep religious 
feelings in his yonth, and these were strengthened by the 
godly counsels and earnest prayers of a female Methodist 
class leader, who, during a long and severe affliction, 
visited him. In 1830 he found peace with God, joined the 
~1:ethodirt Church, began to work in the vineyard of the 
Lord, and continued to do so for nearly fifty years. In 
1836 he was accepted as a candidate for the Wesleyan 
ministry, and became a student in the Theological Institu
tion at Haxton. In 1837 he received an appointment as a 
missionary to New Zealand, where he continued to labour 
with diligence and success for nearly twenty years. As a 
missionary, Mr. Creed was able and usefol; none of his 
brethren excelled him in the knowledge of Maori, and 
none were more beloved by the natives. After leaving 
New Zealand he laboured in tbe Windsor, Newcastle, and 
other Circuits in New South Wales. His last appointment 
was to Penrith, and there his health failed, and he was 
obliged to become a supernumerary at the Conference of 
1867. Thenceforth he resided in the Chippendale Circuit, 
where as a preacher, class leader, and visitor of the sick, he 
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rendered such service as his health would permit. His 
last illness was brief and rapid, and he was called away 
before he or his friends were aware that death was so near. 
But he was found ready for the Master's call. One of his 
most frequent sayings in his sickness as in health was, 
' ']'he will of the Lord be done.' Another wa,s ' God is 
love.' In this happy frame of mind he peacefully passed 
away, to be for ever with the Lord, on February 18th, 1879, 
in the sixty-seventh year of his age and the forty-second of 
his ministry. 

WILLIAM LIGHTBODY, 

A WARM-HEARTED Irishman, born in the county 
Armagh in the year 1818, was converted to God in 

early life among the primitive Wesleyans. In 1842 he 
went to New South Wales and joined the Wesleyan n-Ietho
dist Church. At the District meeting of 1843 he was 
accepted as a candidate for the ministry, and appointed to 
labour in the Camden Circuit. In 1850 he was sent to 
take charge of the Western District of Victoria. Being the 
only minister in this extensive District, his journeys were 
often long and perilous. He .will long be remembered as 
the pioneer missionary of the Western District. He con

. tinued to reside in the Portland Circuit, and up to the 
time of his illness and death rendered willing help in 
carrying on the work of God. His last illness was of short 
duration and terminated in a peaceful and happy death. 
He frequently expressed strong confidence in Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour, and his desire to depart and be with Him. 
With a full and perfect reliance on the atonement, he 
passed away to his eternal rest on March 13th, 1879, in 
the sixty-second year of his age and the thirty-sixth of 
his ministry. 

ELIJ .A.H BEW, 

BOR~ at ~ewbury, on July 29th, _1847, was favoured 
· with pwus parents, who, by their example and pre-

cept, exerted a beneficial influence over him from bis 
childhood. In 1861, at a prayer-meeting after a sermon 
preached by the Rev. S. F. Black, he sought mercy and 
believed in Christ. Not having such help as new converts 
specially need, and failing to meet in class at once, he did 

X 2 
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not make progress in tl1e Divine life or retain the blessing 
which he had gained, but gradually became careless, In 
the month of February, 1863, he was stirred up to seek 
the Lord afresh, and happily regained the Divine favour; 
and learning wisdom from hi8 past painful experience, he 
at once united himself to the people of God. Henceforth . 
he made pleasing progress in the way to heaven. In 1866 
he began to preach, and was afterwards led to offer himself 
as a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry. Being accepted 
by the Conference of 1871, he was sent to the Richmond 
College, where he spent three happy years with profit. In 
1874 he received an appointment as a missionary to Sierra 
Leone, Western Africa, where he spent two years in arduous 
labour, amid many difficulties. He often felt in preaching 
that he was in his right place, and was very happy in his 
work. His ministry was made a blessing to many. 

Being obliged to leave Western Africa on account of 
the failure of his health, Mr. Bew spent a short time in 
England; but, on his partial recovery, he was sent out to 
Southern Africa, where the climate was thought to be 
well adapted to his case. He arrived at the Diamond 
Fields early in 1878, and spent a year there amid many 
trials and much discomfort. He commenced a second with 
a full determination to work for God with all his might ; 
but he was soon afterwards prostrated by fever. At the 
commencement of his illness he had many spiritual con
flicts; but he clung to Christ and felt he was safe. After 
receiving a special blessing he said 'I am now very happy; 
I never was so happy in my life. My sins are all washed 
away by the blood of Christ. For me to live is Christ, and 
to die is gain.' The m,xt day after receiving the sacra
ment be said, 'I am peaceful ; I have full assurance.' After 
continuing to praise God for some time, he gradually sank, 
and gently passed away to be for ever with the Lord. He 
died on Saturday, March 29th, 1879, just two ,months 
after his marriage, in the thirty-second year _of his age, 
and the sixth of his ministry. · 

THOMAS HAMMOND 

W AS a promising young missionary whose course was 
soon run, but whose brief career is suggestive and 
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admonitory. He was born at Kingsley Moor, near Cheadle, 
North Staffordshire, on May 26th, 1851. He had the ad
vantage of a Christian home and a Methodist training. 
Whilst quite a boy he became a member of Society, and 
was led to trust in Christ as his Saviour. .As he began to 
exercise the talents that God had given him, it was ap
parent to all that he was adapted for more extensivP. 
usefulness in the Lord's vineyard, and at the age of nine
teen he became a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry. He 
was accepted by the Conference and sent to Richmond 
College, to be trained for mission work, for which he had 
offered himself. There he spent two happy years, and 
was much esteemed by his tutors and fellow-students. 
His first station was Rheims, in France. From Rheims 
he went to Barbadoel'I, but his health failing he was com
pelled to return to England. .Although only a short time 
in the mission field, he was spoken of by his brethren as a 
' gifted and good missionary.' His first and last English 
Circuit was West Bromwich. His gentlemanly demeanour, 
his Christian spirit, his care for the poor, of whom he 
gathered more than a hundred into classes for religious 
instruction on Sunday afternoons, as well as his ln.cid 
expositions of the Word of God and earnest ministry, 
endeared him to the people among whom he laboured. In 
his last illness he was often delirious ; but when conscious 
he exulted in Christ. He said' Jesus is worth more to me 
than ever before.' One of his last requests was that those 
near him would sing ' Safe in the arms of Jesus.' He 
passed away, to be for ever with the Lord, on May 6th, 
1879, in the twenty-eighth year of his age and the sixth 
of his ministry. 

WILLI.AM CROOKS. 

THE Rev. William Crooks was born at Barlborougb, 
Derbyshire, on January 18th, 1803. When about 

seventeen yeara of age, during a season of revival, be 
became deeply concerned about his spiritual state ; and, 
after earnest,Jy seeking the Lord for some months, he was 
enabled to believe in Christ to the salvation of his soul. 
Soon afterwards be began to preach ; and having been 
duly recommended, he was a.ccepted as a probationer for 
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the Wesleyan ministry by the Conference of 1825. Pre
ferring the foreign missionary work, he was appointed in 
1827 to Jamaica, where he laboured successfully for eleven 
years, and was favoured to see the poor slaves emerge from 
their long night of bondage to the enjoyment of all the 
blessings of civil freedom for which they had been pre
pared by the Gospel. He was very highly esteemed by 
his ministerial brethren, and the people of his charge; 
and it was not till his health had seriously failed that he 
returned to England in 1838. 

The remainder of Mr. Crooks' ministerial life was spent 
in the home work, and he occupied various Circuits in the 
United Kingdom with credit to himself and advantage to 
the cause in which he was engaged for the long period of 
thirty years. In 1871 advancing years and increasing 
infirmities compelled him to retire from t.he full work of 
the ministry and take the position of a supernumerary 
After residing for some time at Merthyr •rydvil he re
moved to the Chesterfield Circuit, from which he had 
entered the work, and in which he had been s11bsequently 
stationed. Here he rendered what assistance he could to 
the ministers of the Circuit till the Lord called him to rest 
from his labours. He is described by those who knew him 
well as 'a man of strong mind and considerable informa
tion. He was a clear and vigorous preacher, and possessed 
a natural cheerfulness and humour, which frequently en
livened his discourses, and was often of much value in the 
conduct of difficult Church business.' The close of his 
life was attended with much physical weakness ; but he 
was graciously supported by the presence of his Saviour; 
and his last days were spent in prayer and praise. He 
died triumphantly happy in God at Old Withington, on 
May 9th, 1879, in the seventy-seventh year of his age and 
the fifty-fourth of his ministry. 

PAUL RODRIGO, 

ONE of a noble band of n~tive mi;1isters wh? hav~, from 
time to time, been raised up m conneot10n with the 

Wesleyan mission in Ceylon, and who have been usefully 
employed in preaching the Gospel to t~eir fellow-country
men, is worthy of honourable ment10n here. He was 
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brought to God through the instrumentality of the early 
missionaries, and for several years laboured in the subor
dinate capacity of schoolmaster and catechist with credit 
to himself and advantage to the Society in wHose service 
he was engaged. PauJ Rodrigo was advanced to the hon
ourable position of the Chl"istian ministry in 1850, and 
henceforth occupied various stations with acceptance and 
success. He excelled, as the result of long and anluous 
study, in knowledge of Buddhism. This was a great 
advantage to him in his efforts to bring the heathen to 
Christ. In his personal religion, his family relationships, 
and his ministry, he was faithful to Goel and his Church. 
His loyalty to Methodism and his attachment to his breth
ren in the ministry were proverbial; and his love for the 
mission cause to which his life was devoted was manifest 
in all his proceedings. At length this devoted native 
minister was called to rest from his labour and join the 
blood-washed throng in glory. He died in peace at Colombo 
on June 6th, 1879, in the sixty-third year of his age and 
the twenty-ninth of his ministry. 

WILLIAM DOWSON. 

THE missionary career of the Rev. William Dowson 
was brief and touching. He was born at :viiddleton-in

Teesdale; and, in cominon with many other faithful servants 
of God, was converted in early life. He soon began to labour 
in the Lord's vineyard as he had opportunity. Successful 
as a local preacher, and endowed with suitable gifts, he 
was accepted as a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry at 
the Conference of 1873. After two years' residence at 
Richm_ond College, he was appointed as a missionary to 
the West Indies in 1875. Arriving in the Antigua Dis
trict late in the year, he was sent to St. Martin's to fill a 
vacancy occasioned by the death of the superintendent of 
the Circuit; and during the few months of his residence 
there he was greatly blessed in his work. At the District 
meeting of 1876 he was appointed to Antigua, where he 
laboured with acceptance, and by bis amiable and gentle 
manners endeared himself t-o all who knew him. In 1878 
he was removed from Antigua tu St. Martin's, where he 
was surrounded by the simple-hearted, loving people amoDg 
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whom he had commenced his missionary ministry, and to 
whom he was made a great blessing. He was a young 
man of un.9uestionable piety and stµdious habits; a pains
taking pastor and a good preacher. Had he been spared 
to the Church of his choice his career would no doubt- have 
been happy and successful ; but he was taken away at a 
time and in a manner quite unexpected. He was not un
prepared, however. For some time previous to his last 
illness his desires after increased holiness were apparent to 
all who knew him. Smitten by yellow fever, he lingered 
for eight days in a state of great suffering, being frequently 
delirious. In the few lucid inter.als with which he was 
favoured he expressed his entire confidence in the Re
deemer. '.A.11 is right,' he said, adding, 'Father, I ask 
only a place among the sanctified.' He fell asleep in Jesus 
on June 24th, 1879, in the twenty-ninth year of his age, 
and the fourth of his ministry. 

ANDREW KESSEN, L.L.D. 

T HE long and laborious career of the Rev. Dr. Kessen 
was alike creditable to himself and honourable to 

the Society with which he was connected. There were 
some features in it both interesting and ·suggestive which 
are worthy 0f permanent record. He was born in Glasgow 
in the year 1814, and was edncated at the university of 
that city, where he took his degree. The son of a minister 
of the Established Church of Scotland, in early life his 
heart was touched under the first Methodist sermon he 
heard. and from that time he became firmly attached to -
the Wesleyan body. .A.t the age of fifteen he began to 
exhort; and, becoming a local preacher, soon offered him
self as a candidate for our foreign mission work, and was 
accepted by the Conference of 1840. Henceforth he 
devoted all his powers of body and mind to the mission 
cause ; and acquired the knowledge of various languages, 
ancient and modem, which, together with his attainments 
as a mathematician, proved of great service in after 
years. 

Dr. Kessen's first appointment was to Ceylon, where 
he entered upon the educational department of the work, 
specially assigned to him, in the true missionary spirit. 
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This will clearly appear from the following brief extract 
from one of his early letters addressed to the missionary 
committee in London, dated Colombo, March 13th, 1841 : 
'I am more and more deeply convinced of the necessity of 
good education. My Circuit is ten miles long and five 
broad. I shall therefore be able to meet my teachers for 
an hour and a half every day to instruct them, and to 
visit my Rchools frequently to see whether my plans are 
followed out; two or more schools shall be visited daily.' 
And then after mentioning several books, maps, and in
struments which he required for his schools and teachers, 
he says,-' 0 listen to my request! I have a great work 
to perlorm, and my hands must be untied. In my Circuit 
I shall be a student in the morning, a schoolmaster in the 
forenoon, a pastor travelling from hut to hut in the after
noon, a preacher in the evening, and a tutor at night. My 
assistants also, and catechists, and local preachers will 
receive much of my care. I shall put them under a 
system of instruction suited to their circumstances. 
Indeed I wish to make my house an institution, and that 
without any expense to the Society. Everything will be 
und~r my strictest supervision: the Circuit will be worked 
in every part. All my time will be given to the discharge 
of my proper duties as a missionary to the heathen. I 
am fagging ·away at Singhalese: it is uphill work. A 
Singhalese sermon is being composed.' 

In this spirit Dr. Kessen laboured in Ceylon for about 
sixteen years, occupying the important stations of 
Colombo, N egombo, and Caltura, organising and superin
tending mission schools, training catechists and teachers, 
preaching the Gospel to the heathen, and doing everything 
in his power to advance the interests of the Redeemer's 
kingdom. During a considerable portion of this time he 
was permitted by the Wesleyan Missionary Committee to 
serve the government of Cey Ion as principal of the Native 
Training Institution at Colombo for native Christian 
schoolmasters. He was eminently fitted for this important 
and honourable position, by his scholarly attainments, by 
his natural gift of teaching, aud by the deep interest he 
always felt in young men. 

Dr. Kessen returned to England in 1857, and after 
three years spent in the English work in Paris he came 
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to London, where he was employed for several years under 
the direction of the missionary committee, in training 
young men for mission work in India aud other places. 
In 1866 he entered the home work, aud laboured for a few 
years with acceptance and success in English Circuits. 
In 1874 failing health compelled him to retire as a super
numerary, and fixing his residence at Dover, where he had 
been previously stationed, he devoted his time and atten
tion, as health and strength would permit, to the spiritual 
interests of the soldiers at the garrison,-a class of men 
in whom he felt much interest. Two years afterwards, at 
the request of the missionary committee, he went out to 
Jamaica, where he spent twelve months in organising and 
setting to work a new training institution for teachers and 
natirn missionaries. On his return to England in 1879 he 
settled in London as a supernumerary, where he still 
worked for God according to his ability and opportunities. 
His pastoral labours were unwearied; hill unassuming 
kindness made him a true friend to the poor ; and his 
genial disposition won the love of all. His life was 
scrupulously pure and upright; he was a very early riser, 
and to the last he spent six hours a day in study. 

The health of Dr. Kessen had been somewhat feeble 
for some time; but no one expected his early removal. 
He was on a visit to his friends in Jersey, when the 
Master suddenly called him to rest from his labours. He 
had preached with considerable freedom and power, soon 
after which being attacked with dysentery, he suffered 
severely for a few hours, and then on July 19th, 1879, he 
sweetly fell asleep in Jesus, in the sixty-fifth year of his 
age and the thirty-ninth of his ministry. 

FERDIN ANDO BOSIO 

W .A.S one of several Italian converts who were em
ployed as agents of the Wesleyan Missionar:y 

Society in the desimination of Gospel truth among their 
fellow-countrymen. His history is strikingly illustrati'~e 
of the providence and grace of God. He was born m 
the year 1823 ; and from his childhood was designated for 
the priesthood of the Church of Rome . .A.t the age of twenty 
he took the highest scholarship and entered a seminary at 
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Milan, under the charge of the bishop. It was at this 
time that he read certain books which shook his attach
ment to Roman Catholicism. He was ordered to give np 
reading these, but he refused. After some time he was 
ordained priest; and in 1850 he received an appointment 
as professor of rhetoric in the seminary of l\fantua. 
While occupying this position he manifested such a strong 
antipathy to the Austrian tyranny and gave such vent to 
his patriotic sentiments, that he was tried and condemned 
to death. His sentence was afterwards commuted to 
imprisonment for twelve years, and Ferdinando Bosio 
found himself a prisoner in the castle of Josephstadt. He 
was released after five years and returned to Italy. 

After this he was sent as a parish priest to Casa
bromano, where he continued till 1861. .A colporteur, 
now employed as an evangelist in the Wesleyan mission, 
sold him a Bible, the reading of which was the means of 
bringing him to the knowledge of Christ. He had a long 
and severe struggle; but could find no rest till he sought 
release from the priesthood. He made his case known to 
the Rev. H. J. Piggott, nnder whose instructions he 
emerged into the full light of the Gospel and gave up all 
for Christ. .After his conversion he became a student, an 
.evangelist, and finally he was received as an ordained 
minister by the Wesleyan Missionary Society. For the 
last fifteen years of his life he was a faithful servant of 
God and His Church, esteemed and beloved by his 
brethren; modest and retiring in disposition, but a man 
of independent thought and strong moral coa.rage. His 
preaching was that of a studious and thoughtful man, and 
he was full of nervous force and earnest appeal. He 
suffered much from physical debility during the last two 
years of his life; but up to the time of his death he con
tinued to labour. His last hours were a precious testi
mony to the presence of Christ, and the blessedness of 
His salvation. He repeatedly exclaimed, ' The Lord is 
my Shepherd, I shall not want.' So he died, privileged 
to witness in death, as in life, for Him whom he had faith
fully served during a ministry of fifteen years. The 
estimation in which he was held by his fellow-countrymen 
was evinced by the large attendance at his funeral and the 
deep impression made by his death. 
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PETER SALGADO, 

ANOTHER zealous and devoted native minister raised 
up in the island of Ceylon, as the fruit of mis

sionary labour, is worthy of notice here. He was con
verted to God in early life, and was first employed in 
mission work by the late Rev. Robert Spence Hardy. 
Having proved his fidelity and adaptation for usefulness 
in a subordinate capacity, he was accepted as a candidate 
for the Wesleyan ministry in 1860, and henceforth 
laboured with acceptance and success on various stations 
for the benefit of his fellow-countrymen. Although 
acquainted only with the Singhalese language, by a dili
gent use of the means within his reach, he acquired a 
good knowledge of theology, and by constant study of the 
Scriptures, he became a workman that Leeded not to be 
ashamed. He was unwearied in the work of the ministry, 
and faithful in reproving sin and in watching over those 
committed to his care. It was by excessive labour in his 
pastoral work that he contracted the disease which 
speedily ended in his death. His piety, always sincere, 
deepened in the latter years of his life, and when the end 
came he was found prepared. On his death-bed he gave 
a clear and triumphant testimony to the saving power of 
Christ and to his hope of glory. 

JOEL SAMUEL, 

A NATIVE of Bangalore, was born of Christian parents, 
and was baptized in infancy. As he grew up he 

attended the mission school, and had the privilege of a 
religious training, being regularly conducted to the house 
of God by his parents or teacher. Notwithstanding these 
and other advantages, in the days of his youth he went 
astray, cast off the fear of God, and plunged into sin. Two 
providential deliverances-one from a venomous snake, and 
the other from drowning whilst journeying from Bangalore 
to join the boys' boarding school at N egapatam-deeply 
affected him. During his four years' residence at the 
school just mfmtioned, his conduct and progress in study 
were very satisfactory; and at each annual examination he 
received a prize. The kindness of Mr. and Mrs. Batchelor 
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had much t@ do with softening young Joel's heart, and 
winning him to the faith of Christ; so much so that 
speaking of it afterwards, he said, ' Religion became an 
attractive thing, a pearl of great price. I struggled and 
prayed and wept with _great bitterness for the sovereign 
hope of the Gospel, and 1t seemed to me that I was not far 
from the kingdom. But, alas! for my peace of mind. 
Satan came in like a flood, and I became again the slave 
of sin, and my darkness and misery were extreme.' The 
Rev. T. Cryer succeeded Mr. Batchelor at Negapatam, 
and under his affectionate care the young student was 
still further impressed for good. About this time he 
returned to his home at Bangalore ; and, although he had 
not fully decided for Christ, yet, when good worldly posi
tions offered themselves to him, he seemed providentially 
held back from accepting them, as if the Lord had a work 
for him to do. 

It was on Sunday, April 10th, 1848, that the great 
crisis of his life occurred. Speaking of this, he says:
' The morning of that day was to me the gloomiest and 
the most wretched I ever knew. There wa.'! never a more 
burdened and heavy laden sinner than I was when I 
entered the chapel.' Before leaving the sanctuary he found 
peace with God at a prayer-meeting which a few Christ
ian soldiers were holding, and returned home happy in 
the Saviour's love. The Rev. E. J. Hardey noticing his 
subsequent piety, zeal, and general adaptation for useful
ness in the Church of Christ, encouraged him to work for 
God as he had opportunity. In 1840 he was accepted as 
a local preacher at Bangalore. Having received a good 
education he was soon employed by the missionaries in 
tuition, and for nine years he was the superintendent of 
the Royapettah girls' boarding school, and was happy and 
useful in his work. During all this time he was occasion
ally engaged in evangelistic work. In 1856 he began his 
ministerial career, properly so-called, being henceforth 
entirely devoted to the work of preaching the Gospel, 
pastoring the flock, and winning souls for Christ. In this 
he was very successful : and his untiring zeal, persevering 
diligence, kindly spirit, cheerful faith, and his clear, prac
tical, persuasive preaching will be long remembered in 
many places, for he lived to labour on every station in the 
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Mysore District. He was, moreover, a man of considerable 
literary ability, and wrote several tracts and pamphlets 
which were published by the Religious Tract Society. 

At length it became evident that his useful life was 
drawing to a close. A few weeks before his death, he 
went to Bangalore to take part in the South Indian Mis
sionary Conference, and while there he suffered from 
carbuncles, an affliction which terminated fatally. When 
it was intimated to him by one of his brethren that his 
sickness might possibly end in death, his face lighted up 
with a bright smile, as he assured him he had no fear, and 
that he felt confident that he should go to be with Jesus. 
As the disease advanced he became weaker and weaker, 
but he was sustained by Christian fortii:.ude and resigna
tion to the will of God, and with cheering manifestations 
c,f the Divine presence. Among his last words were, ' I 
have lately had such overpowering manifestations of the 
love of Christ, that I could not help shedding tears.' He 
passed peacefully away to his eternal rest on July 2nd, 
1879, in the fiftieth year of his age, and the twenty-third 
of his ministry. 

ABIJAH SAMUEL, 

T HE younger brother of Joel, whose memorial sketch 
has just been given, was also a native minister. He 

died of the same disease, at the same place, just two months 
afterwards. For many years they were devoted to the 
same blessed work of making known to their fellow
countrymen the good news of salvation. As native East 
Indian ministers they were eminently gifted and useful, 
and much attached to each other. They were lovely in 
life and in death they were not long divided. 

'Abijah Samuel was born at Bangalore in the year 
1837. His parents were among the firstfruits of the 
Wesleyan mission to that place, and their children had, 
consequently, the advantage of a Christian training. 
Abijah was converted to God in early life, and, having 
received a good education in the mission school, and 
being possessed of good natural abilities, he was early 
marked out by Divine providence as a promising labourer 
for the Lord's vineyard. In 1860, after passing through 
the usual examinations, he was accepted by the District 
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meeting and Brit.ish Conference, and became the first 
native Canarese minister employed by the Wesleyan Mis
sionary Society. His labonrs were divided between 
Bangalore and the city of Mysore, the two principal sta
tions in the province. For nineteen years he was 'instant 
in season and out of season' in doing the work of the 
Master, and his labour was not in vain in the Lord. Mul
titudes were brought to a saving knowledge of the truth 
through his instrumentality, and the Church of Christ was 
built up, to a large extent, through his pastoral care and 
diligence. 

The moral and intellectual character of Abijah had 
some features of more than ordinary interest which demand 
special notice. His piety was intelligent, earnest, and 
consistent. To the gentleness characteristic of the Hindus 
he added a strength and dignity which they seldom pos
sess; and consequently he could command, in a remarkable 
manner, the respect of all classes of the community. In 
his domestic relationships he was most exemplary, and his 
household bore witness to the heathen of the excellencv 
and power of Christianity. He possessed high natur~l 
endowments which he cultivated diligently and made sub
servient to his high and holy calling. He spoke both the 
Tamil and Canarese languages with fluency, and acquired 
a fair knowledge of English and Hindustani. He more
over displayed considerable literary ability and turned it 
to good account in various ways, especially in the compo
sition of lyrics adapted to native tunes, many of which 
have obtained a wide-spread popularity and promise to be 
permanently useful. 

But it was as a preacher of the Gospel that Abijah 
Samuel was most noted and popular. In this capacity he 
was unrivalled. His glowing eloquence and fervour 
riveted the attention of his hearers, both Christian and 
heathen. His sermons to his Christian congregations 
were remarkable for their originality, beauty, and force, 
and generally concluded with appeals of almost over
whelming power. He was a born orator. The most 
appropriate words seemed always to present themselves 
without the slightest effort. His language flowed like a 
torrent for which the most rapid enunciation furnished 
much too narrow an out.let. Strong and beautiful thoughts 
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were clothed with the choicest words. Our Christian 
people enjoyed most his Sunday morning sermons. He 
wa~ able to go far beyond the first principles of the Gospel 
which, as may be expected, form the staple of native 
preaching; and he was thus able to lead the people up to 
a higher region of religious knowledge and experience, 
For the difficult work of street preaching he possessed 
unusual qualifications. In the busiest thoroughfares he 
seldom failed to obtain large audiences, and he often held 
the people spell-bound by his powerful appeals. 

Although regarded by some as in the prime of life, the 
health of Abijah had been failing for some time before he 
was called away. He had, moreover, to pass through the 
deep waters of domestic afHiction and bereavement. About 
a year before his decease, when he was himself prostrated 
by a dangerous attack of fever, he was called to give up 
his excellent and much-loved wife. From this affliction 
he never fully rallied, and the death of his brother Joel 
greatly added to his grief. In his last days his sufferings 
were very acute, but his mind was kept in p01·fect peace. 
His good and gracious Lord was present with him through
out his illness, and his testimony was emphatic as to the 
power of the Gospel he had preached to others. He died 
happy in God at Bangalore on September 3rd, 1879, in 
the forty-second year of his age and the nineteenth of his 
ministry. 

JOSEPH BINACE, 

SEVERAL promising young men have been raised up 
and called to work for God in the mission field, of 

whom the Rev. J. Binace was one, but his course was soon 
run. He was born in 1841, and savingly converted to 
God whilst attending a Christian school at Graham's 
Town, South Africa. He forthwith joined the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church, and his religious friends anticipated 
for him a bright and prosperous future. But he fell into 
temptation, forsook the Church and wandering away from 
God for several years .lived an inconsistent life. He was 
still the subject of many prayers, however, and, whilst 
resident in the Annshaw Circuit, he was restored to the 
Divine favour at the age of twenty, and henceforth lived 
a Christian life till the Lord called him to Himself. 
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He was soon afterwards called to work for God in 
connection with the Wesleyan Missionary Society, first as a 
day school teacher, then a.CJ a local preacher, and afterwar<l8 
as an evangelist. As a preacher he was made instrumental 
in winning souls for Christ, and in building up believerR 
in the faith and hope of the Gospel. During the period 
of the missionary's illness at Wodehouse Forest, the Cir
cuit was for some time lef~ in the sole care of the young 
evangelist; who discharged his duties in a manner which 
gave hope of still further usefulness. 

In the year 1878, Mr. Binace was admitted as a pro
bationer for the full work of the ministry, and at the 
District meeting he was appointed to the Queenstown 
Circuit. There he laboured till the end of August, when 
he was· seized with an illness from which he never re
covered. He suffered much for several weeks ; but was 
Divinely supported by the consolations of that Gospel 
which it was his earnest desire to preach to others. He 
often expressed his full confidence in Christ during his 
last illness. At length the end came, when he was re
leased from his sufferings and he passed away to his 
eternal rest on September 13th, 1879, at the age of thirty
eight, deeply regretted by his friends and the members of 
the native Church and congregation at Qneenstown, 
upon whom his influence had begun to tell very bene
ficially. 

JOHN GEORGE EMERSON, 

A PROMISING young missionary, was only jnst per
. mitted to enter the foreign field when called to rest 

from his labour, but his' character and brief history are 
very instructive and worthy of being pondered, especially 
by the young. He was born at Tow Law, on September 
5th, 1855. In his schooldays he is said to have evinced a 
remarkable aptitude for learning, was of quick intellect, 
and full of buoyancy of spirit. He was carefully trained 
from his childhood; and decidedly religious impressions 
showed themselves when he was only eight or nine 
years of age. At the Sunday-school he greatly bene
fited by the godly instructions of a singularly successful 
teacher, and here impressions were ma.de which never 

y 
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wholly lost their effect. In the summer of 1868 he left 
home and entered the large business establishment of 
Messrs. Bainbridge, of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, when the 
temptations and frivolities of town life proved injurious to 
his religious interests. At twenty years of age he returned 
to Tow Law, where in the month of November, 1874, 110 
was led to give his heart to God, under the ministry of 
the Rev. Aaron Edman. His conversion was clear and 
striking, and he never afterwards wavered, but kept 
steadily on his course to the end. 

Removing shortly after this to Ripon, he felt himself 
called to exercise his gift.s as a local preacher, and his 
name was placed upon the Circuit plan in due course. 
Having returned to Newcastle, in· 1877, he was recom
mended as a candidate for the W esle:i7an ministry. Being 
duly accepted, after the usual examinations, he was ~ent 
to Richmond College to prepare for work in tbe foreign 
field, for which he had nobly offered himself. There he 
spent two years in successful study, and became much 
endeared to his tutors and fellow students. He was, 
moreover, a warm and earnest adherent of the temper
ance cause, as is evident from a ·beautiful letter which I 
received from him under date of March 21st, 1878. At 
the Conference of 1879 he received an appointment as a 
missionary to the West Indies. He arrived at St. John's, 
Antigua, on September 17th, and bad only preached a 
few times and excited the most sanguine expectations of 
the people as to his future usefulness, when he was cut 
down by fever on November 7th, about seven weeks after 
he landed. The general respect for his memory was 
evinced by the large attendance at his funeral on the fol
lowing day, including ministers and gentlemen of various 
denominations. 

Mr. Emerson possessed much force of character, a high 
sense of honour, a gentlemanly demeanour, and a kind dis
position, and was respected by all who knew him. His 
preaching was pointed and practical, eloquent and soul
sa ving, and many souls were added to the Church as the 
fruit of his brief ministry, who will no doubt be his' joy 
and the crown of his rejoicing' in that day when the Lord 
will appear to reward His faithful servants. 
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CHARLES KNIGHT 

W AS a native .African of the Eboe tribe. He was 
captured with many others from a slave ship by a 

British man-of-war, and brought to Sierra Leone in 1822, 
when apparently about seven years of age. He had the 
advantage of the elementary education which the govern
ment,schools of those days afforded; and in after years he 
was taken under the kind care of the missionaries, who 
attended to his further instruction and religious training. 
Whilst still in his boyhood the little liberated slave dis
covered remarkable aptitude for learning and other mental 
and moral qualities, which suggested to his friends and 
patrons the probability of his being usefully employed as 
a teacher or preacher for the benefit of his fellow-country
men if his education could be carried on a little longer 
under proper conditions of discipline and culture. With 
this view he was sent to England, where he made credit
able progress in his studies during his brief sojourn in 
'the white man's country.' 

.Although the moral conduct of Charles Knight had 
hitherto been what might be called correct and unblame
able in the view of the world, it was not ti]l his return to 
his native .Africa that he became a subject of the saving 
grace of God. When seeking the Lord with a penitent 
and contrite heart, his convictions of sin were deep, and 
his joy when he was blessed with a clear sense of the 
pardoning love of God was abllndant. He was now 
prompted as he had n~ver been before to labour for the 
salvation of his fellow-countrymen. He began to preach 
in 1835, and was accepted as a candidate for the native 
ministry in 1844. By his diligence in study and mental 
improvement, and by careful attention to his pastoral 
duties he commended himself to the confidence and esteem 
of the people among whom he laboured, as well as to the 
approval of those who were placed over him in the Lord. 

On the termination of his four years of probation, 
Mr. Knight was solemnly ordained to the full work of the 
ministry, and on writing to the missionary committee soon 
afterwards, he gives expression to his views and feelings 
in the following language :-' The ordination took place on 
Thursday evening, December 21st, 1848, in Zion Chapel, 

y 2 
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in the presence of a large and respectable congregation. 
I do assure yon that my feelings dui-iug the week in which 
it was to be celebrated were more than I can express, 
especially when I thought of the further obligations 
which this solemn and important service will place me 
under. I bless the Lord that I have been enabled to cast 
myself afresh on the strong for strength, and the wise for 
wisdom; my earnest and constant prayer is, "Lord, make 
me faithful to the end in this responsible and important 
undertalring." ' 

Henceforth Mr. Knight laboured hard and successfnlly 
in nearly all the Circuits of the Sierra Leone and Gambia 
Districts. In a case of emergency he was appointed chair
man and general superintendent of the Sierra Leone 
District by the Conference of 1874, in which office he con
tinued till relieved by the appointment of the Rev. Matthew 
Godman in 1877. Notwithstanding his humble origin 
and sable complexion, he was a man of considerable mental 
ability, intelligence, and varied information. He kept a 
good library, and was well read in various subjects, parti
cularly in biography and theology. Thoroughly acquainted 
with Methodist discipline, he administered it with firmness 
and affection in all his Circuits. His sermons. which were 
usually delivered calmly and earnestly, but impressively, 
gave evidence of careful preparation. The gift of prayer 
belonged to him in a pre-eminent degree, and he had 
power with God and prevailed. His piety was eminent 
and deep, and he maintained a high character as a 
Christian. For some time he had charge of the native 
institution in Free Town for the training of teachers, 
preachers, and others in the higher branches of education, 
and to the students, as well as to his colleagues in Circuit 
work, he showed much kindness and consideration, and 
became endeared to all with whom he had to do. 

Mr. Knight was obliged by the failure of his health to 
retire from the full work of the ministry in 1$78, and 
,soon afterwards he was entirely laid aside by illness. 
,Vhen suffering from pain and weakness he expressed, so 
long as be retained the power of speech, an unshaken con
fidence in the Saviour's love, and declared that he had no 
fear of death. At length the end came, and the faithfnl 
Rervant of God passed away to his eternal rest on Decem-
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ber 14th, 1879, in the sixty-fourth year of his age and the 
thirty-sixth of his ministry. 

GIUSEPPE SPAZIANTE, 

ANOTHER devoted Italian evangelist, had a remark-
able history; he was born at Lanrenzana on October 

10th, 1820. A child of Roman Catholic parents, he waB 
trained up in the tenets of that religion. In his youth he 
entered the order of the Franciscans, and subsequently the 
ranks of the priesthood. He took an active part in the 
struggles of bis country for freedom and independence, for 
which be suffered imprisonment. He was afterwards a 
member of the provisional government that proclaimed 
the fall of the Bourbon monarchy. Bnt while Spaziante 
rejoiced in the freedom of his country, he heard a voice 
within his heart which said, 'Liberty without Christ! 
what is it?' Convinced of the great truths of Christianity, 
and the error of his own position, he cast aside the dress 
of a priest, and embraced the Gospel of peace and love. 
He then found a small band of Christian workers, and 
under their direction closely studied the Word of God. 
He was i;oon brought to know by experience the truth as it 
is in Jesus; and, wishing to be useful to his fellow-country
men, he joined the Methodist Evangelical Church of Italy 
as one of its missionaries. 

Symptoms of disease ere long threatened his life, and 
he was obliged to take rest; but he could not live without 
work. He therefore removed to Potenza, and in that city, 
where he once proclaimed political liberty, and in many 
adjacent places, he for three years preached Christ as the 
only Saviour for perishing sinners. But the virulence of 
his disease increased, and it became evident to all that his 
days were numbered. On the day before he died he left 
home in order to visit some members of the Church, and 
as If with a presentiment of· his approaching end he, to 
one family especially, bade an affectionate adieu. To his 
brethren who with ceaseless loving care attended him in 
his last hours, he said: 'The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall 
not want. Yea, though 1 walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art 
with me.' 'I know whom I have believed.' He suffered 
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without a murmur, and on February 26th, 1880, died 
without fear, in the sixtieth year of his age and the four
teenth of his ministry. All the city testified to the esteem 
in which he was held, many people of all classes following 
him to his grave. 

RALPH STOTT. 

A MISSIONARY of remarkable zeal and earnestness 
was the Rev. Ralph Stott in his day, and his career 

was more than usually eventful. He was born in the 
Pateley Bridge Circuit on November 9th, 1801. In his 
boyhood he attended a school kept by the Rev. Mr. 
Holgate, an Independent minister, in his native town ; 
but on reaching the age of fourteen lie removed to Brad
ford, in Yorkshire, to learn a business. There he was 
brought under religious influences, gave his heart to God, 
and became a diligent Christian worke,· in the Sabbath 
school and otherwise, It was soon made evident to the 
ministers and friends that the great head of the Church 
designed the young disciple for a wider sphere of useful
ness, and after he had officiated as a local preacher for 
some time, they encouraged him to offer himself as a can
didat.e for the Wesleyan ministry. After passing through 
the umal examinations he was accepted as a probationer 
by the Conference of 1828 ; and expressing a preference 
for the foreign department of the work, he forthwith re
ceived an appointment as a missionary to Ceylon. 

Mr. Stott spent eighteen years in the far distant East. 
He soon acquired a fair acquaintance with the difficult lan
guages of the people among whom his lot was cast, and 
forthwith laid himself out in every possible way to.win 
souls for Christ and to build up the native Churches which 
were being organised of the converts reclaimed from 
heathenism by the attractive power of the Gospel. Nor 
was he unmindful of the best interests of the rising genera
tion. If he were less enthusiastic on the subject of education 
than some of his brethren, he never neglected the schools 
which had been organised in connection with the respec
tive stations which he occupied. The spirit in which he 
prosecuted his important work in Ceylon may be inferred 
from the following brief sentences from one of his early 
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letters to the missionary committee, dated Point Pedro, 
May 24th, 1832 :-' .A few weeks ago I baptized a young 
man who was the brother of Abraham, the fir:it person 
who was baptized at Point Pedro. He has been a can
didate for some time, and I believe has entirely renounced 
heathenism and embraced Christianity heartily, and I 
think he promises fairly to be usefol. He has more life 
and energy than any native member I have seen since I 
came to this country. The missionaries in and about 
Jaffna have lately been using extraordinary means in order 
to awaken the people to a concern for the salvation of 
souls. Four-days' meetings have been held on the dif
ferent stations; when five or six missionaries have attended 
and given exhortations to the people assembled. We were 
especially pleased to see the anxiety of the females to hear 
what we had to say. They generally run away when they 
see a white man, and hide themselves in some part of the 
house, but on this occasion they nearly all came out and 
sat down on the ground to hear.' 

After Mr. Stott had thus laboured about five years at 
Jaffna, six in Trincomalee, and seven in Batticaloa, with 
diligence and success, he returned to England in 1839. 
Entering the home work, he occupied English Circuits 
with credit to himself and advantage to the cause in which 
he was engaged, for fourteen years. In 1860 a misRionary 
who understood the languages of India was much required 
to instruct the thousands of coolies who were being 
introduced'. to the colony of Natal, and Mr. Stott nobly 
offered his services. From an interesting conversation 
which I had with the veteran missionary before his em
barkation, I can testify to the zeal and enthusiasm with 
which he entered upon this new enterprise. 

During the nineteen years that Mr. Stott laboured 
among the Indian coolies of Natal, who were widely scat
tered among the sugar and coffee estates on the seacoast 
or lowland districts of the colony, he endured hardness as 
a good soldier of Jesus Christ. The following extract 
from one of his letters will show the nature of the journeys 
he had to perform in the discharge of his arduous duties:
' We have lately had a great flood which has swept away 
seven out of the nine bridges which span the coast rivers. 
The first day I rode twenty-six miles, crossing three rivers 
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which were deep but fordable with care. On Sunday 
morning I had first to crbRs a river, deep and full of 
quicksands; I, however, got through dry. After a time I 
bad to cross it again at another place, deeper and softer 
at the bottom, and got a dipping. When I reached the 
bank I pulled off my shoes and stockings. On re-cross
ing, I drew up my clothes, taking care to keep my bare 
leg-s well upon the saddle, as I am told that alligators 
sometimes take a fancy to the bare legs of white people. 
On Monday I travelled homewards several miles. Tuesday 
was a wet day, but I pushed on through rain and mud 
and water, crossing five rivers, and reaching home in 
health and safety, although both I and my horse thought 
it was enough.' 

At length the health of the veteran missionary failed, 
and he sank rapidly. But he was found prepared to meet 
the Master's call, and he died in peace at Durban on 
March 7th, 1880, in the seventy-ninth year of his age and 
the fifty-second of his ministry. The respect in which he 
was held was evinced by the large attendance at his 
funeral, which included all the ministers of the town, and 
a considerable number of Indian coolies, 

JOHN SHIPSTONE. 

T HE Rev. John Shipstone was born at Nottingham on 
October 14th, 1844. Like many more who have 

become useful labourers in the Lord's vineyard, he was 
favoured with a pious parentage, whose go~y counsels and 
example, combined with other concilITlllg circumstances, 
led him to decide for Christ in early life, His earnest 
religions conviction prompted him soon after his conversion 
to put forth earnest efforts for the benefi~ of others, an_d 
as an accredi_ted local preacher, as well as m other capaci
ties, he gave promise of considerable usefulness in the 
future. .A.t length it became evident that Divine provi
dence intended him for a wider sphere in His vineyard, 
and he was induced to offer himself as a candidate for the 
Wesleyan ministry. Having passed through the usual 
examinations, he was accepted as a probationer by the 
Conference of 1866, when he was sent to the Richmond 
College to prepare for the foreign department of the work 
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for which he had offered himself. There he cont.inued his 
studies with diligence and success till 1868, when he was 
appointed as a missionary to the South Ceylon District. 

Reaching his distant station in safety, Mr. Shipstone 
entered upon his work in the true missionary spirit. In 
the Colombo, Galle, and Matura Circuits, in which he 
chiefly exercised his ministry, he maintained an unblem
ished character, being anxious in every relation in life to 
adorn the doctrine of God bis Saviour. Although of a 
sensitive and reserved temperament, be was a faithful 
friend, and greatly endeared himself to those who knew 
him intimately. His preaching was remarkably instruc
tive ; bis discourses being prepared with great care, and 
delivered with much fervour and heavenly unction. As a 
missionary he attained an excellent and scholarly acquaint
ance with the difficult Singhalese language, and he had 
ever at heart the extension and success of the work in 
which he was engaged. He took special delight in visiting 
the distant stations established among the Buddhists, and 
in making known to the benighted heathen the good news 
of salvation. In the midst of bis cares and activities in 
the interests of the Redeemer's kingdom, the devoted mis
sionary was suddenly prostrated by a violent attack of 
typhoid fever, which speedily ran its course and terminated 
fatally. After eleven days of severe suffering, during 
which he was generally delirious, he passed away to his 
eternal rest. He died at Matura on April 7th, 1880, in 
the thirty-sixth year of his age and the twelfth of bis 
ministry. 

ENOCH N. MAIDMENT 

W AS one of several young missionaries who commenced 
their useful career with bright hopes and sanguine 

expectations, but whose course was brief and chequered. 
He waR a child of godly parents who carefully trained him 
up 'in the nurture and admonition of the Lord ' ; and 
who had their reward in seeing him decide for Christ and 
heaven in early life. He soon began to work for God. and 
being a young man of more than ordinary ability, educa
tion, and mental culture, and thinking he might employ 
his talents usefully in teaching the young, he gladly ac-
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cepted an opening which presented itself, and became a 
tutor in W" oodhouse Grove School for ministers' sons. He 
was afterwards employed in a similar capacity at Wesley 
College, Sheffield, where he had to do with a class of 
youths more advanced in years, and of higher scholastic 
attainments. But useful and honourable as was this posi
tion, the Lord had a still higher and more important work 
for him to do, and we must now follow him to an entirely 
new sphere of labour. 

Having been admitted to the ranks of the Wesleyan 
ministry in 1867, Mr. Maidment was appointed as a mis
sionary to the West Indies, and for five years he had the 
charge of the high school in Antigua., preaching on the 
Sabbath, and occasionally at other times, to large and 
intelligent congregations. He afterwards laboured for 
some time in St. Kitt's and Dominica, but his health 
failing, he returned to England in 1874, and was hence
forth employed in Circuit work in this country. 

A.t home, Mr. Maidment served the Com1exion in the 
Hornsea, Pembroke, and Penzance Circuits. His preaching 
was highly appreciated by the thoughtful among his 
hearers, whilst his genial and kindly spirit won for him 
the hearts of the poor of his flock, and caused him to be 
highly esteemed on all his stations both at home and 
abroad. His course of useful labour was cut short some
what suddenly and mysteriously. On Sunday, May 2nd, 
1880, he preached in two villagp,s of the Circuit. Return
ing home from his appointll!-ents he was seized with 
sudden illness, from which he seemed soon to recover. 
Early the next morning, however, ascending the stairs of 
his house, he fell backwards, the fall resulting in con
cussion of the brain, and he died on the following day. 
To his wife he said, a few days before his death, 'May I 
never have a long illness. I cannot conceive of a more 
glorious death than to die in the pulpit-to cease at once 
to work, and live.' He passed away from his work 011 

earth in the prime of life, being only in the thirty-sixth 
year of his age and the thirteenth of his ministry. The 
crowds attending his funeral testified to the esteem in 
which he was held by the peopl!;l of his charge, and many 
tears were shed by those who were assembled on the 
mournful occasion. 
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PHILIP TOURGIS, 

AN eminent French missionary and minister, is fairly 
entitled to be classed with the missionary worthies 

of whom honourable mention is made in this volume. 
The earlier years of his long and useful ministerial life 
were spent in real missionary pioneer work, as will appear 
in this brief memorial sketch. He was a native of Jersey, 
and was brought to God in early life through the instru
mentality of a pious mother. Having united himself to 
the Wesleyan Methodist Church, he soon began to call 
sinners to repentance, and to lay himself out for general 
usefulness. As a local preacher, his appeals betokened 
the fervency and success which charaeteri8ed his sub
sequent ministry. After much mental conflict as to God's 
will concerning him, he entered the itinerant ministry in 
1820. After labouring one year in Alderney and Sark 
he was appointed as a missionary to Normandy, where he 
spent four years among a poor but deserving people, 
faithfully preaching the Gospel, visiting from house to 
house, forming Societies, and doing all in his power to 
win souls for Christ and build up the Church of Go~. 
This he did under many difficulties and amid some opposi
tion from the Romish priesthood, but he nobly discharged 
his duty without courting the smiles or fearing the frowns 
of frail mortal men, and he was blessed with a fair 
measure of success, his ministry being characterised. by 
great fervency, unction, and power. 

In 1826 Mr. Tourgis was appointed as a missionary to 
Paris, where there then was no Methodist chapel or con
gregation. He commenced his work amid difficulties of 
no common order, and laboured for some time without any 
appearance of success; but his efforts were ultimately 
signally owned of God. He gathered a congregation 
from almost every rank of society, and founded a 
Methodist cause which had no existence before, and was 
the honoured instrument in the conversion of men of 
mark who became leading members of the eva~gelical 
Churches of the French capital. Failing health at length 
compelled Mr. Tourgis to retire from the Paris mission; 
and he returned to the Channel Islands, to which his 
ministerial life was afterwards restricted. In 1868 he 
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became a supernumerary, but in his retirement he con
tinued his valuable services to the Church, as his health 
would permit. When laid aside by illness, his heart was 
stlll in his favourite work. In conversation with his 
friends he would relate how in his dreams he was still 
calling sinners to repentance. His confidence in Christ 
for full and eternal salvation was firm and even joyous. 
Some of his last words were, ' Tli.is is heaven begun.' 
Thus he passed to his reward in ripened godliness and 
assured hDpe, May 12th, 1880, in the eighty-fourth year of 
his age and the sixtieth of his ministry. 

JOHN ADRIAN PO"ULIER 

WAS one of a noble band of native assistant mis-
sionaries who were raised up as the fruit of 

Wesleyan missions to the East at an early period. He was 
born in the Fort of Galle, Ceylon, April 12th, 1801. His 
parents were professing Christians of European descent, 
and his godly mother sought to train him in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. To the last he was wont to 
speak of her with the warmest gratitude, attributing to 
her under God his early religions impressions, and his 
preservation from many outward sins. In the year 1817, 
while residing at Matura, he was brought under the notice 
and genial_ influence of the Rev. Messrs. Callaway, Fox, 
N ewi,tead, and other early missionaries to Ceylon. Under 
the influence of the minister last mentioned he was con
vinced of sin and savingly converted to God. He removed 
soon afterwards to Caltura, where he became a mission 
school teacher and local preacher, and greatly assisted t~e 
Rev. John M'Kenny in building the chapel and mission
house there as well as in carrying on the work generally. 

In 1825 Mr. Poulier was reoeived on trial for the work 
of the native ministry. Of blameless life, considerable 
energy of character, and a singular sweetness of disposi
tion, he laboured Ulligently and with much prayer for the 
salvation of souls; attending unremittingly to preaching, 
pastoral visitation, schools, and class meetings, instructing 
the people ' publicly and from house to house.' In every 
relation of life he was a man greatly beloved. In 1875, 
advancing years and growing infirmities obliged him to 
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retire from the regular work and take the position of a 
supernumerary. He fixed his residence at Kandy, where 
he continued to take a lively interest in everything relat
ing to the interests of the mission, and spent much time 
in searching the Scriptures both in English and in 
Singhalese. Shortly before his last illness he asked the 
resident missionary to find him some work, saying, ' I do 
not like to live an idle life.' At length his strength 
entirely failed; and, when sinking into the arms of death, 
he said, ' My time is over: I am ready to give up my 
stewardship.' He died in peace on J nne 2nd, 1880, in the 
eightieth year of his age and the fifty-fifth of his 
ministry. 

WILLIAM DAWSON, 

A PROMISING young missionary whose life was very 
chequered, and whose course of usefulness was 

soon run., presents to our view in his character and course 
some features both interesting and admonitory. He was 
born at Gatwick, near Hull, on January 11th, 1851, was 
savingly converted to God in the twentieth year of his 
age, and began to exercise his gifts as a local preacher in 
the Hornsea Circuit in 1873. Believing himself to be 
called of God to the foll work of the ministry he offered 
himself as a candidate and was"accepted by the Conference 
of 1875, after creditably passing through the usual 
examinations. Preferring the foreign department of the 
work, he was sent at once to the Richmond College for 
training. In 1876, missionaries being urgently required 
for the West Indies, he was sent to that part of the wide 
field before his course of study was completed, but with 
plans formed in his own mind for future self-improve
ment. 

Mr. Dawson embarked for Trinidad, his appointed 
station, on board the steamship Moselle, in company with 
several other missionaries bound for different parts of the 
West Indies, on October 2nd, and on reaching his destina
tion he entered upon his work in the true missionary 
spirit. After a few days in Port of Spain, the capital of 
the colony, he proceeded to San Fernando, the Circuit for 
which he was destined. Unfortunately that part of the 
island is very unhealthy, and the young missionary, who 
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never seems to have heen very strong, entirely broke down 
hefore he had been twelve months in the country, and he 
wa." obliged t,o return to England, having derived no 
benefit from a change to Barbadoes, which he took towards 
the close of the first year. During the short period of his 
ministry in Naparima he won the respect and esteem of 
the people among whom he laboured, of which he received 
substantial proof when obliged to leave them. 

On reaching his native land Mr. Dawson was better in 
health for some time, and meeting with an opportunity of 
going out to Australia he gladly embraced it, thinking the 
mild climate of that country might prove favourable to 
his tender chest. He arrived at Adelaide, South Australia, 
in the early part of 1879; and having been received into 
the ministry there, he was appoin~ed first to the Minlaton 
Circuit, York's Peninsula, and afterwards to Pirie Street, 
Adelaide. .After a little more than two months' labour in 
the Circuit last named he was attacked with hemorrhage 
of the lungs, which was speedily followed by increasing 
weakness and death. During his last illness he was 
greatly comforted by the consolations of that Gospel which 
he had preached to others. His faith and hope remained 
unshaken, nor did any doubts arise to disturb his peace. 
For him -death had no terrors. He was ready through 
grace to enter into rest. He pointed to a text which hung 
over his bed as expressive of his resignation to the will 
of God, 'My times are in Thy hands.' He peacefully 
passed away to be for ever with the Lord, on Sunday 
evening, June 20th, 1880. 

CORT HENRY SCHUACKENBERG 

W AS born at Wilstedt, Hanover, in the year 1812. 
He was brought up in the Lutheran faith, and 

had the advantage of a religious training. He went out 
to New Zealand in 1839, and was engaged for some time 
in mercantile pursuits in Kawhia. During his residence 
there be attended the ministry of the Rev. John Whiteley, 
and gave evidence of growing piety and usefulness. In 
1853 be was received as a candidate for the Wesleyan 
ministry, and for twenty-seven years he laboured with 
acceptance and success both among the native Maoris and 
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the English settlers in the Kawhia, Aotea, and Roylan 
Circuits. He endured many privations and hardshipA 
during the unhappy war in which the country was involved, 
being in the midst of the hostile tribes in the commencement 
of the conflict. As a Christian his piety was sincere and 
earnest. He was of a meek and gentle l'lpirit, and of 
retiring habits. As a minister of Christ he was remark
ably conscientious and faithful in the discharge of his 
duties. His last illness was short and painful, but he wag 
kept in a happy frame of mind and would sometimes 
break out in prayer, saying, ' Holy Father, blessed Jesus, 
Heavenly Comforter, blessed and glorious Trinity, come 
and take Thy servant home.' Anxious to return to Auck
land, he started but was not permitted to reach the end of 
his journey. He died at sea on the passage. :Mrs. 
Schnackenberg supposed he slept in his berth; but it was 
the sleep of death. His happy spirit passed away to be 
for ever with the Lord, without a sigh or other sign of 
mortal conflict, on August 10th, 1880, in the sixty-eighth 
year of his age and the twenty-seventh of his ministry. 

MARK B. BIRD. 

W HETHER we regard the length or the character of 
his services in the foreign field, we must admit 

that the missionary career of the Rev. Mark B. Bird was 
one of more than ordinary interest. A native of the 
Channel Islands, and the son of godly Protestant parents, 
he was trained 'in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord,' and in early life gave his heart to God. Indications 
of natural talent and aptness to teach manifesting them
selves at an early period, he was encouraged to engage in 
such services for the good of others as the Methodist Church 
of which he was a consistent member, invariably provides 
for her promising converts. When he had laboured for 
some time as a local preacher with acceptance and success 
in his native isle, he was induced to offer himself as a 
candidate for the Wesleyan ministry, and was accepted by 
the Conference of 1833, and immediately appointed to the 
Evesham Circuit, where he laboured for a few months 
with acceptimce and success. Having expressed a pre. 
ference for the foreign work, for which he was in many 
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respects well adapted, in the early part of 1834 he was 
instructed to proceed to London to be ready for embarka
tion for the West Indies, to which he had been appointed 
as one of eighteen additional missionaries to be sent out to 
p_repare the negro slaves for their approaching emancipa
t10n, all of whom have now, alas! been called to their 
eternal rest except the present writer and another hrother. 

It was during our detention in London that I became 
personally acquainted with Mr. Bird, and learned to 
esteem him very highly in love for his works' sake, and 
for his many excellencies of character. Lodging in the 
same house we had much friendly intercourse, and became 
mutually attached to each other. I admired his calm, 
mild, genial disposition and manner, as well as his simple 
piety and superior intelligence, and strove to emulate his 
general goodness. At length the time of embarkation 
came, and we parted to prosecute our labours in widely 
distant spb.eres, and were never permitted to meet again in 
this world; but I trust we shall meet in a brighter and 
better world above, where parting will be known no more 
for ever. 

Mr. Bird's first foreign appointment was to Jamaica, 
where be spent four years; the manner in which he entered 
upon his work, and the spirit in which he laboured, may 
be inferred from the following brief extract from one of 
his early letters. Writing from Falmouth, on June 22nd, 
1835, he says:-' On the 16th nlt. I left Falmouth for 
Sawyers. This place is about twenty miles south-west of, 
Falmouth, quite in the interior of the island, and a most 
heathenish and benighted place it is. There are persons 
in this direction who till lately had never seen a mis
sionary, and are yet perishing for lack of knowledge. The 
neighbourhood is numerously populated, and the people 
are eager for the Word of Life. But what can we do ? 
Our labour is already heavy: and, although we do not 
count our lives dear unto us, yet prudence requires that 
we keep within certain limits. Oh, for more labourers ! 
We are surrounded by open doors, and the cry o.f " Come 
over and help us ! " salutes us from every quarter. There 
is a charm in teaching the sable sons of Africa; but oh, the 
pain of being unable to yield to their entreaties ! ' 

In 1839, in consequence of his knowledge of the French 
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language, after a -short visit to Europe, Mr. Bird was 
appointed as superintendent of the Wesleyan mission in 
the Republic of Hayti,-an office which he filled with 
credit to himself and advantage to the cause in which he 
was engaged, for the long period of forty years. If the 
history of these forty years could be written, they would 
furnish a chapter of missionary experience which has few 
parallels in the records of our Church. The work of the 
mission, which was on the whole prosperous and hopeful, 
but often painfully fluctuating, was carried on in the face 
of difficulties such as few missionaries have to contend 
with. Mr. Bird was called to exercise his ministry in a 
republic of black and coloured persons, naturally as fickle 
and unstable as the wind, and under a government of the 
same temperament; political revolutions being frequently 
the order of the day, to say nothing of popery and the 
antagonism of the priesthood. More than once the mis
sion-house and the minister's family were exposed to 
whizzing bullets and to an excited body of insurgents, the 
ruling authorities being unable to protect the citizens. It 
was no uncommon thing to see the city laid waste by fire 
and sword, and the inhabitants fleeing to the mountains or 
on board ships in the harbour to save their lives. .And 
yet amid all this and other dangers and discomforts, the 
missionary remained at his post to protect and comfort 
his afflicted flock, with a courage and devotion worthy of 
the highest commendation. 

Some of the difficulties alluded to, and the manner in 
which they were met, will appear from a brief extract 
from one of Mr. Bird's early letters after reaching Hayti. 
Writing from Cape Haytien on May 14th, 1840, he says:
' With regard to the 'work of God at the Cape, I am 
thankful to say that our hopes brighten a little. Since 
my last, we have commenced an additional French service 
in another part of the city, and have had generally as 
many hearers as the place would hold, which is about a 
hundred. But such is the extreme rudeness of the people, 
that we are obliged sometimes to call in the aid of the police. 
Indeed the people seem to have little idea of the respect due 
to a place of worship. We have much to contend with; vice, 
ignorance, and superstition, J,he natural offspring of popery, 
have full dominion ; so that although our hopes some-

z 
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times revive, yet when we behold the truth of Christ 
trampled underfoot, and its light extinguished, it is a 
time of gloom and sadness to us, and we are ready to ex
claim, "Who is sufficient for these things?"' 

]n addition to these and other trials, in 1842 Mr. Bird 
and his family were exposed to extreme peril from an 
awful earthquake, concerning which he says:-' At the 
time of this dreadful catastrophe I was sitting reading in 
the balcony of the house, which projected into the street; 
and Mrs. Bird was in a room three storeys high, with our 
youngest and eldest children. At the moment I felt the 
shock, I started from my chair, and soon became con
founded, not knowing which way to turn. At this moment 
of inconceivable agitation, the entire wall from which the 
balcony projected, and where I was sitting, fell, and I was 
precipitated with it into the general ruin; having no idea 
but I should soon be in eternity, I commended my soul to 
God my Saviour; but His great mercy suffered me to live. 
When the dense cloud of dust had passed over, I arose, 
and beheld nothing but a vast scene of rain which extended 
to the utmost limits of the city. But an intense anxiety 
soon seized me for my wife and children ; and, knowing 
their position previous to the shock, I rushed to the place 
over the ruins, and found them all in safety, although 
fearfully shaken and alarmed. Having got together, we 
hastened over the ruins, for there were no longer any 
streets, and reached the sea-shore, where we got into a 
boat, with many others, and went on board a German brig 
called the .Active, where we were comparatively safe.' 

After this and other providential deliverances, Mr. Bird 
continued his self-denying labours for several years, and 
was instrumental in winning many souls for Christ and in 
training up hundreds of children and young people in the 
way they should go. When fairly worn down with ex
cessive toil, in 1879, he retired from his arduous post of 
labour and returned to his native land with the hope of 
spending a few years in calm repose before he was called 
hence. But this was not to be. His weakness continued 
to increase upon him, culminating in asthma and dropsy, 
from which he su:ffered much. At length the end came, 
when he was permitted to enter into that rest which 
remains for the people of God. He died in peace, in 
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Jersey, on Augnst 23rd, 1880, in the seventy-second year 
of his age and the forty-seventh of his ministry. 

JOSEPH RACE 

W AS a young missionary of more than ordinary ability 
and promise, whose course of useful labour was 

cut short at the very time that his friends and the directors 
of the Society in whose service he was engaged were 
anticipating for him a long and prosperous career. He 
was born at Stanhope, in the county of Durham, January 
11th, 1848. The son of pious parents, he was converted 
to God in the thirteenth year of his age, and soon gave 
indications of promising usefulness, labouring as a local 
preacher for several years with acceptance and success. 

Having been accepted as a candidate for the vV esleyan 
ministry by the Conference of 1870, he was sent to the 
Richmond College for study and training for the foreign 
work, for which he had expressed a preference. During 
his t:\iree years' residence there he endeared himself to his 
tutors and fellow-students by the affability of his manners 
and the general excellencies of his character. He, more
over, made creditable progress in his studies, and his 
profiting appeared to all. 

In 1873 Mr. Race received an appointment as a mis
sionary to China, and on October 21st he embarked for his 
distant station on board the steamship Sarpedon, accom
panied by the Rev. E. Sinzininex and Miss Rowe, who 
were going on the same errand in the service of the same 
Society. After a safe and pleasant passage of two months 
the mission party landed at Canton, and were much 
pleased with what they saw of the great city and of the 
work which was being carried on by the agents of the 
Wesleyan Missionary Society. 

Mr. Race set to work at once to study the difficult lan
guage in which he would have to teach and preach, and 
every day witnessed additions made to his store of infor
mation. He was destined for the Hankow District, far 
away in the central or northern part of the empire. For 
this place he soon set out ; and on reaching his destination 
he met witr a cordial reception from the Revs. :Messrs. 
Hill and Scarborough, who were already at work there. 

z 2 



340 Missionary Worthies. 

Having conquered the principal difficulties of preparation, 
Mr. Race threw himself into mission work, first at Kwan
ghei and afterwards at Hankow, with characteristic zeal 
and diligence, and was fairly successful in his work. In 
this way Mr. Race had pursued his useful labours for 
about eight years, without any account having come to 
hand of his health having suffered in any way, when a 
telegram reached the Mission House in London, announc
ing the mournful fact that he had been suddenly smitten 
down with fever, which ran its rapid course in nine days, 
and that he had died happy in God at Hankow on August 
29th, 1880. 

JOHN R SLATER. 

THE missionary career of the Rev. John Slater was 
soon run, and his brief history is soon told. He 

was born at Tonge Fold, near Bolton, on January llth, 
1855, and was blessed with pious parents who trained him 
up from his infancy in the good and the right way. In 
his thirteenth year he gave his heart fully to the Lord, 
and joined the Wesleyan Society at Ridgway Gates, 
Bolton. There he became a teacher in the Sunday-school 
and laboured in various ways to do good, his name being 
entered upon the plan as a local preacher before he was 
eighteen years of age. His services were very acceptable, 
and were crowned with God's blessing. At length it 
became evident that he was designed for a wider sphere 
of usefulness; and offering himself as a candidate for the 
ministry, he was accepted by the Conference of 1875. 
Expressing a willingness to engage in the foreign work, 
he was sent to Richmond College to pursue a regular 
course of study preparatory"to his going abroad. 

To very good natural gifts Mr. Slater added the most 
conscientious diligence; portioning out his time that he 
might the better redeem it for God, and pursuing his 
studies in the most praiseworthy manner. After three 
years spent at Richmond, he received an appointment as a 
missionary to India at the Conference of 1878. He arrived 
at Madras towards the close 0£ 1the year, and commenced 
his labours in the true missionp.,ry spirit. On November 
L:lth, 1879, having reached the station to which he was 
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appointed, he wrote an interesting letter to the missionary 
committee in London, a brief extract from which will 
show the spirit in which he had entered upon hi8 work:
' Since I came to Negapatam at the end of January, my 
time has been folly occupied, and that in a di,ersity of 
ways. My mornings and two evenings a week have been 
given to village work among the heathen; a part of each 
day has been devoted to teaching in the high school ; two 
evenings a week are absorbed by the English Bible class 
and prayer-meeting ; and Sunday has brought its foll tale 
of toil. With these and other duties, with the preparation 
which they imply, one's time flies rapidly away; and a 
student may be pardoned if now and then he casts a long
ing look, retrospective, on the halcyon days of Richmond. 
Nevertheless, there are other times when the warrior 
spirit is uppermost, and when one is filled with ennobling 
consciousness that the battle of life has begun: he has the 
foe before him, he knows the power of the sword he 
wields, the fire of God is in his heart, and the voices of 
the sainted dead call him on to victory.' Then follows an 
interesting description of his sphere of labour, and of the 
towns and villages among ,which he and his colleagues 
itinerated. 

It is melancholy to add that in less than a year from 
the date of this letter the writer had finished his course. 
The hopeful life of Mr. Slater was terminated by a boat 
accident, the particulars of which have not transpired, but 
which resulted in his being drowned on November 1st, 
1880, when he was only in the twenty-sixth year of his 
age and the third of his ministry. 

THOMAS PEARSON, 

A NATIVE of Haydon Brid,ge, Cumberland, was born 
on April 3rd, 1811. In early life he was brought 

to a saving knowledge of the truth whilst attending the 
Wesleyan ministry at Newcastle-upon-Tyne. The reality 
of his conversion was soon manifested by earnest efforts 
to win souls £or Christ. Mter labouring with acceptance 
and success, first as an exhorter and -then as a local 
preacher for some time, he was advised to offer himself as a 
candidate £or the Wesleyan ministry, and was accepted as 
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a probationer by the Conference of 1835. His first 
appointment was to t.he Wrexham Circuit; but having 
expressed a willingness to devote himself to the foreign 
department of the work, in the course of the following 
year he was sent as a missionary to the West Indies. He 
arri-ved in Antigua, December 7th, 1836, and commenced 
his labours in the true missionary spirit, at a time when 
the poor negroes were just emerging from their long 
night of bondage, and stood much in need of counsel and 
instruction. 

Mr. Pearson spent about fourteen years in the West 
Indies, during which he laboured with the most commend
able zeal and diligence in most of the islands comprised in 
the Antigua District. In St. Kitt's, Montserrat, Dominica, 
and Tortola, his name is still remembered with pleasure by 
a few old surviving members who sat un-:Ier his ministry 
in early life. Writing from the station last named, Qn 
December 17th, 1841, he describes some of the difficulties 
with which he had to contend, and the spirit in which he 
met them. Alluding to the removal by death and other
wise of several of his missionary associates, and to 
the excessive labour which devolved on those -which 
remained, he says, ' I am now left alone on this station 
without any hope of help until the District meeting. I 
must travel over these monntains and contend with -the 
waves of the sea, preach, administer the sacraments, ·renew 
the tickets, marry, bury, draw up Society and school 
reports, and make out all the accounts for the year,,which 
will soon close. Well, thank God for health of body, and 
a desire to act, and think, and speak for -Him. I wish my 
short day (for I know it is but short) to be spent in doing 
good, "my night in prayer and praise." I am endeavour
ing to live with death continually in view; for I am quite 
convinced that if more missionaries are not soon appointed 
to this District many of us will, ere long, be numbered 
with the dead. We shall not be able to endure such labour 
as now devolves upon us much longer. No less than 
three of our number have died within the last twelve 
months. Oh, that I may be ready when th~ Master calls 
me!' 

In 1850, failure of health obliged Mr. Pearson to return 
to England; and, when he had recovered his strength 
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somewhat, he entered upon the home work, to which the 
remainder of his ministerial life was devoted. He occupied 
several important Circuit"! in this country; . everywhere 
winning the respect and esteem of the people among whom 
he laboured, as well as the confidence and affection of his 
colleag!}es. He was a man of great integrity and earnest 
godliness. His piety commended itself to all with whom 
he came in contact, and his faith in God was simple and 
joyful. He walked before the world with unblemished 
Christian deportment, but he shone most of all in the 
affectionate circle of his own home and among his personal 
friends. As a pastor be was diligent, faithful, and tender, 
ever ready to give counsel to the perplexed and sympathy 
to the sorrowing. As a superintendent be administered 
Church discipline with firmness and thoughtful care, and 
attended well to every department of . the work connected 
with bis office. He had a goodly, commanding personal 
presence, a fine.voice, and other qualities favourable to a 
public speaker. His sermons, which were replete with 
evangelical truth and beautiful illustrations, were delivered 
with remarkable solemnity and power. He was a work
man· who needed not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth. · He ever cherished the true missionary 
spirit ; and bis impressive speeches and sermons delivered 

·in various places in the interests of the good cause which 
:laid so near his heart will long be remembered by those 
, who were favoured to hear them, as was the present writer 
when happily associated with him in deputation work. 

In 1875.Mr .. Pearson was obliged to relinquish the full 
· work of the ministry in consequence of the failure of his 
health, .and he settled as a .supernumerary at York, where 
he continued to render such service as his declining 
strength wonld permit. At length he was entirely la.id 
aside, and during a distressing and protracted affliction he 
glorified God by his cheerful resignation to His holy will. 
Wlten the time of his departure approached, his faith in 
ChriRt,was unfaltering, and his hope of heaven unclouded. 
When the end came, death had no terrors and eternity no 
gloom. His victory was assured, and one of his fina,l 
triumphant utterances was, 

' Me for Thine own Thou lov'st to take, 
In time aud iu eternity ; 
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Thou neveT, never wilt forsake 
A helpless worm that trusts in Thee.' 

Calmly resigning himself to God, in whose loving care he 
had trusted for more than half a century, he entered into 
rest on Tuesday, November 16th, 1880, in the seventieth 
year of his age and the forty-sixth of his ministry. 

HENRY HURD. 

FEW missionaries have laboured more faithfully and 
for a longer period abroad than the Rev. Henry 

Hurd. He was born at Honiton, Devon, November 20th, 
1817. His parents were consistent members of the Church 
of England and endeavoured to train up their children in 
the fear of God according to the light which they had; 
but it was under the arousing ministry of the Wesleyan 
Methodists that Henry was convinced of sin and brought 
to a saving knowledge of the truth, when he was about 
seventeen years of age. Soon after his conversion, which 
occurred in 1834, whilst attending a series of special ser
vices held by the Rev. J. W. Roberts, be liegan to call 
sinners to flee from the wrath to come, and to labour in 
other ways to do good, according to the ability which God 
had given him. Having acted in the capacity of a local 
preacher for two or three years with credit to himRelf and 
advantage to the cause which he had espoused, he was 
induced to offer himself as a candidate for the Wesleyan 
ministry, and was accepted by the Conference of 1838. 
Expressing a preference for the foreign work, he forthwith 
received a~ appointment as a missionary to the West 
Indies, where he laboured with the most praiseworthy 
zeal and diligence, with scarcely any intermission, save 
occasional visits to England, for the long period of forty 
years. 

Mr. Hurd arrived in St. Vincent's on December 19th, 
in company with the Rev. James Bickford who had been 
his fellow-voyager from England. Both of these devoted 
young missionaries were destined for the island of Trinidad 
as the colleagues of the present writer; but Mr. Hurd was 
detained during the whole of the following year at the 
station where he landed to assist the chairman of the Dis
trir;t, who was in a feeble state of healt_h. In the mean-
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time I received from him several interesting letters which 
gave me a most favourable impression of his piety and 
zeal, an impression which was amply justified in after 
years. In one of these communications, dated St. Vincent's, 
May 30th, 1839, he says, 'With respect to my studies, I 
am sorry to say that I cannot report so favourably as I 
could wish. As yet I have had but little time to spare, 
but that little I have diligently employed. I have read 
ten or twelve volumes. I quite agree with you that 
"now is the time to make progress," and I intend to be 
doubly diligent, that at the District meeting I may be 
able to present a list to your satisfaction.' On September 
11th, the same year, whilst still detained in St. Vincent's, 
adverting to his religious experience, Mr. Hurd wrote me 
as follows :-' I feel more than ever the responsibility of 
my position, and am determined to be entirely the Lord's. 
My great business is to save souls, and if I fail in this, I 
miss my way. "He that winneth souls is wise."' 

In the month of January, 1840, on my arrival in St. 
Vincent's to attend the annual District meeting, I saw 
Mr. Hui-d for the first time, and there commrmred then 
a mutual attachment which continued through life. At 
the close of the business he accompanied me and Mr. 
Bickford to Trinidad, his first Conference appointment in 
the West Indies. We arrived at our destination on Satur
day, February 1st, and on the following day my new col
league commenced his labours in Port of Spain in a 
manner which gave pleasing promise of success. He soon 
proceeded to San Fernando, his appointed station, where 
we had just completed the erection of a new chapel and 
mission-house, and he soon won the affections of the 
people to whom he ministered. Many pages might be 
filled with details of our toils and triumphs in that semi
popish country at this early period of my young friend's 
long and useful career; but it must suffice to say that 
during the whole period of our connection in the mission 
field he gave me great satisfaction, and that I never had a 
colleague who was more pious, earnest, and affectionate; 
or who laboured with more zeal to win souls for Christ; 
and to advance in every possible way the interests of the 
Redeemer's kingdom. 
~ After three years spent in Trinidad, Mr. Hurd returned 
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to St. Vincent's, where he had only laboured a short time 
when he was appointed to the superintendency of Tobago. 
In that interesting island, and subsequently in Grenada, 
British Guiana, and Barbadoes he t.oiled for many years 
with commendable zeal and diligence, and a pleasing 
measure of success; but it was in the colony last men
tioned, whe1·e he laboured at different times for more than 
twenty years, that he was best known and consequently 
most esteemed and beloved. During this period he was 
favoured to witness several blessed revivals of religion, 
when hundreds of sinners were savingly converted to God, 
as the result of his faithful ministry and that of his 
dev-0ted missionary associates. His sermons were .always 
characterised by sound doctrine, strong common sense, and 
sometimes by vehement earnestness. He was a diligent 
student of the Scriptures, and was fairly well read in 
Wesleyan and other theological and historical literature. 
He delighted to converse and correspond on the various 
subjects which engaged his attention, as is evident from 
a number of interesting letters now before me, which-I 
received from him at different •periods do.ring our long 
and happy association in the mission field, and after our 
separation to toil in distant lands. Nor did he neglect the 
improvement of . his mind when his time became more 
fully occupied with the various duties connected with his 
important position as superintendent of a Circuit and 
chairman of the District. He was ever mindful of the 
spiritual welfare and mental improvement of the young 
missionaries under his care, some of whom he had 
generally under his roof in the later period of his life, 
and they were much benefited by his rich experience and 
wise counsels. By . them he was looked up to as a father 
.and a friend. 

In the course of his long . and arduous missionary 
career Mr. Hurd had several Aerious attacks of fever· and 
other forms of illness incident to the tropical countries.in 
which he laboured. These evidently affected and ulti
m.ately undermined a constitution originally strong and 
robust, and in 1878 his health so completely failed that he 
was compelled finally to return to his native land. At the 
Conference of,the following year, which was held at Brad
ford, I had the pleasure of meeting with my dear friend 
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once more, after a separation of nearly thirty years. I 
found him much changed in his personal appearance, but he 
possessed the same affectionate, genial manner; and as we 
talked of our toils and triumphs in many lands since we 
parted in the West Indies in 1847, our hearts glowed with 
gratitude to God for His preserving goodnesil. 

The health of Mr. Hurd having somewhat improved dur
ing the voyage and a short residence in England, he received 
an appointment to the .Cardiff (Loudoun Square) Circuit. 
There he laboured diligently as his health and strength 
permitted; but it soon became evident that the important 
charge was too much for him ; and in 1880 he was obliged 
to retire as a supernumerary. He settled in Card1ff, 
where during his brief sojourn he had won many friends. 
He endured without a murmur a lingering and painful 
illnesA, and awaited with calm confidence the coming of 
his Lord. He was .graciously supported · by the presence 
and blessing of God- in his affiiction. Shortly before his 
decease he · emphaticaJly exclaimed, ' For me to live is 
Christ, and to .die is, gain.' He pe_aeefully passed away to 
his eten;1al :re~t on December 5th, 1880, in the sixty
fourth-year 9£ his age and the forty-second of his 
:µiinistry. 



SIXTH SECTION. 

1881-1885. 

ROGER MOORE, 

N.A.TIVE of Devonport, wa1:1 born on November 
9th, 1790. His father died when he was quite a 

) ~hild; but his widowed mother ~rained him up 
_/I! - m the fear of the Lord, accm·dmg to the light 
she bad, as a professed member of the Ch11rch of England. 
Roger had a cousin who was a Methodist local preacher, 
whom be often accompanied to his appointments, and by 
whose kindly influence he was brought to a saving know
ledge of the truth. The impression gradually deepened in 
the mind of the young convert that he too was called to' 
preach the Gospel, and he accordingly began to call sinners 
to repentance. Believing it to be his duty to do so, he 
offered himself as a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry, 
and was accepted by the Conference of 1815. Expressing 
a willingness to labour anywhere at home or abroad, and 
missionaries being much required in the West Indies, he 
forthwith received an appointment to the Bahamas Dis
trict, in which, and at Bermuda, he spent thirteen years 
in ministering chiefly to the poor white settlers and also 
to the oppressed negro slaves, before their dreary lives 
were cheered by a hope of ultimate freedom. 

Mr. Moore's communications to the missionary com
mittee in London, as published in the early magazines 
and Missionary Notices, are voluminous and full of interest. 
Being written when the enterprise was in its infancy, they 
served to fan the flame of missionary zeal which was 
beginning to burn in many hearts, and were thus made 
instrumental of much good. Scores of pages might be 
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filled with interesting extracts, if spa~e permitted; but it 
must suffice to say that the devoted missionary laboured 
with indefatigable zeal and earnestness, amid many diffi
culties ; travelling from islafld to island in small open 
boats; exposed to all kinds of weather by day and by night; 
'enduring hardnesA as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.' 
Nor did he labour in vain. Multitudes of precious souls 
were won to Christ through his instrumentality, who will 
no doubt be his 'joy and the crown of his rejoicing in the 
day of the Lord.' 

In 1828 :Mr. Moore returned to England, and the remain
der of his long and laboriorui life was devoted to the home 
work. He was a man of great intelligence, gained by 
varied and extensive reading, and his classical attainments 
were considerable. He loved to study the Scriptures in 
the original fongue, and was thereby enabled more clearly 
to unfold their meaning. In the offices of superintendent 
of Circuits and chairman of Districts, he never failed to 
uphold the Connexional honour and discipline, and he was 
respected and esteemed both by the people of his charge, 
and his brethren in the ministry. 

Failing health and increasing infirmities obliged Mr. 
Moore to retire as a supernumerary in 1859; but he still 
continued to labour as his declining strength permitted 
in Ashbourne, Calais, Dover, Glasgow, Londo,n, and other 
places where he sojourned. At length he was entirely 
laid aside by age and infirmity; but his last days were 
cheered and brightened by the presence of his blessed 
Saviour, whom he had served so long and so faithfully. He 
suffered little physically, and he retained his intellectual 
faculties unimpaired to the last. He calmly fell asleep in 
Jesus, January 10th, 1881, in the ninety-first year of his 
age and the sixty-sixth of his ministry. 

JOSEPH FLETCHER, 

A NATIVE of Worcestershire, where he was born in 
the month of November, 1790, was blessed with 

pious parents, who trained him up in the fear and nurture 
of the Lord. His mother took him with her to the 
Methodist services, where he was convinced of sin and 
brought to a saving knowledge of the truth in early life. 
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In the eighteenth year of his age he joined the Wesleyan 
Society, and was ever afterwat-ds a useful and consistent 
member. Having exercised his gifts for some time as a 
local preacher, he was at length induced to offer himself 
as a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry, and he was duly 
accepted as a probationer at the Conference of 1818. 
Expressing a willingness to be employed as a missionary 
to the heathen, he was at once designated to the foreigii 
department of the work, his first appointment being to 
Bombay, where a mission had recently been commenced 
by the Wesleyan Missionary Society. There his health 
failed; and other untoward circumstances occurring, he 
returned to England in 1821. He• was not tired of the 
mission work, however ; for so soon as· his health was· 
restored, in the month of December of the following 
year he embarked for the West Indies, accompanied· by 
Mrs. Fletcher and the Rev. T. and Mr&. Murray. The 
mission party arrived at Barbadoes on·· January· 28th, 
18:!3, where they were kindly received by the Rev. W. J. 
Shrewsbury. On the following day they sailed for St. 
Vincent's, where they entered upon their work in the true 
missionary spirit. 

Mr. Fletcher spent ten years in the West Indies, min
istering chiefly to the negro slaves at a time when they 
were severely oppressed by their cruel -taskmasters. He 
occupied the St. Vincent's, Demerara,. Grenada, and Trini
dad stations in succession, in every one of which we have 
heard him spoken of with respectful esteem by persons 
who had been benefited by his earnest labours: In common 
with other missionaries he had to contend with many 
difficultiea ; but he ' endured as seeing Him who is in
visible,' and the Lord prospered his efforts. Writing 
from Demerara on December 3rd, 1827, he says:--'' Some
times we hope prejudice is lessening, and the way to more 
general usefulness opening before us; at other times it 
seems to be increasing. We have, however, abundant 
reason to be thankful that after making up vacancies 
occasioned by deaths, removals, &c., we shall have an 
increase for the year on this station of upwards of two 
hundred mern berR.' 

In 1833 Mr. Fletcher returned to England; and thence
forth laboured in the home work. He travelled in various 
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Circuits in the south-west of England with acceptance 
and success for nineteen years till 1855, when failing 
health compelled him to retire as a supernumerary. He 
settled at Taunton, where he rendered such ministerial 
service as his diminished strength would permit. ..At 
length he was entirely laid aside by advancing years and 
increasing infirmities, being afflicted in his later years by 
deafness and loss of sight. He was a plain, earnest 
preacher, and faithfully served Methodism in the respec
tive Circuits to which he was appointed at home and 
abroad. He peacefully passed away to his eternal rest on 
January 20th, 1881, in the ninety-first year of his age and 
the sixty-third of his ministry. 

PHILIP LE GRESLEY 

W .A.S a zealous and devoted French missionary whose 
career was marked by the special providence and grace 

of God, and whose name is worthy of a place in these records 
of missionary worthies. He was born at St. Ouen's, Jersey, 
on January 1st, 1825; and at the early age of thirteen 
he obtained a clear sense of the pardoning love of God, 
during a revival which -Occurred in his native parish. He 
early devoted himself to active Christian service, and 
eventually became -a local preacher. Although married 
and settled in business, he had a strong conviction that he 
was called of God to a yet wider sphere of usefulness in 
the Church ; and· feeling ·an ardent desire to engage in 
missionary labour, he only awaited the indication of Divine 
providence to offer himself for the work. In 1853, the 
Rev. P. Guiton visited Jersey in order to secure the ser
vices of an evangelist, the result being the employment of 
Mr. Le Gresley under his direction. 

Having laboured for some time in a subordinate ca
pacity, Mr. Le Gresley was at length received as a 
minister in connection with the French Conference. From 
the beginning of his ministry his zeal and faith were hon
oured in the revival of God's work and the conversion of 
sinners on the respective stations which he occupied. He 
laboured successively at Congenies, Nyons, and other 
places in France; at Bastia in Corsica; in Vauvert and 
J el'sey ; and was afterwards appointed for a second time 
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to Congenies and ,Jersey, as a home missionary. In all 
these spheres of labour he · was much esteemed by the 
people to whom he ministered, and successful in winning 
many souls for Christ. 

ln 1871, the health of Mr. Le Gresley, which had been 
for some time in a precarious state, obliged him to retire 
as a supernumerary. Henceforth his life was one of 
great suffering and affliction; but he was Divinely sup
ported by the presence and blessing of God. A few 
months before his decease he wrote as follows to his 
brethren of the French Conference :-' Dear brethren, 
from the verge of the tomb allow me to call upon you to 
'' work while it is day, for the night cometh, when no 
man can work." It has come upon me-the night of 
sicJ...-ness, helplessness, and retirement. Blessed be God ! 
He is faithful to His promises, and I feel that the grace 
of my Redeemer sustains me in death as in life.' He 
died in peace, January 21st, 1881, in the fi.Hy-aeventh year 
of his age and the twenty-fifth of his ministry. 

JAMES MOWAT 

W AS born at Hexham on January 15th, 1798. Be 
was the seventh son of the Rev. George Mowat, 

one of Mr. Wesley's early preachers. Hence he was 
favoured with the privilege of being educated at the Con
nexional schools for ministers' sons; and in early life he 
was brought under gracious influences which resulted in 
his conversion to God and his call to the ministry. Offer
ing himself for the foreign department of the work, in 
1819 he received an appointment as a. missionary to India, 
for which country he embarked in the spring of the fol-. 
lowing year, accompanied by Mr~. M?wat _and the ~ev. 
Elijah Hoole. On board the TanJore, m which they sailed, 
were also two young men, natives of Ceylon, who had been 
educated by Dr. Adam Clarke; and Sir Richard Otley, a 
warm friend of the mission. The party sailed from 
Gravesend on May 19th, 1820, and reached Ceylon on 
September 5th. There they landed some of their passen
gers and their luggage; and the following day ~he ship 
weighed anchor and stood away for the contment of 
India, but she had not gone far when she was overtakeh 
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by a fee.rful thunderstorm which resulted in her entire 
rlestrnction by fire. A few sentences extracted from the 
account afterwards given by the missionaries will he8t 
show the nature of the danger to which they were 
exposed, and the wonderful deliverance which they ex
perienced :-

' At sunset the sky bore a squally appearance, and 
about seven o'clock we had heavy squalls with thunder 
and lightning, far surpassing anything of the kind we had 
ever witnessed in England. At half-past eight the vessel 
was struck with lightning, and immediately afterwards 
she was discovered to be on fire in the main hold. The 
captain used every exertion to extinguish the flames; but 
this being impossible, he ordered the boats to be got 
ready. The flames had taken hold of the long boat, and 
it was with difficulty that we made our way over the side 
of the ship. Except two sailors who were killed by the 
lightning, all the ship's company, forty-eight in number, 
got into the boats, and we were obliged to leave the ship 
to save our lives. At ten o'clock we saw the masts go 
overboard, the vesl"el being in a perfect blaze, nor did the 
fire disappear till four o'clock in the morning. After 
pulling all night, the return of daylight revealed the land 
at a distance, which cheered all our hearts. We were all 
in a most forlorn and pitiable condition ; in fact there 
was only one among us who was in . any way decently 
dressed.' 

Thus did Mr. Mowat and hi,i fellow-voyagers in the 
Tanjore 'suffer the loss of all things,' barely escaping 
with their lives. Falling in with a native vessel which 
kindly took them on board, they ascertained that they 
were about sixteen miles from Trincomalee, where they 
were safely landed in the course of the day. Here they 
were kindly received and cared for by the Rev. Messrs. 
Carver and Stead. After resting for a few days and 
refreshing themselves, the shipwrecked mission party 
proceeded to Madras and commenced their labours with a 
zeal and earnestness which augured well for the future of 
their missionary career. 

Mr. Mowat spent ten years in India, labouring chiefly 
in Bangalore and Negapatam for the spiritual benefit of 
all classes, preaching in two or three different languages, 

2 .\ 
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and exert.ing himself in every possible way to do good. 
Writing from the place last named on Oct~ber 2nd, 1827, 
he says :-' Our Tamil service in the chapel is far better 
attended than formerly. Prejudices are giving way, and 
the last time I preached the congregation of natives was 
larger than I had before witnessed. The schools and the 
8ervices of the station have been conducted in the usual 
manner as formerly reported, except that we have now an 
additional service-a monthly missionary prayer-meeting. 
This is generally well attended, and has evidently excited 
an interest in the success of missions among the people.' 

In 1829 Mr. Mowat returned to England with his 
health much impaired; but after a few months' rest he 
entered the home work and did good service for many 
years in several important Circuits. He was possessed of 
a mind eminently practical, a sound jucigment, and a fine 
eatholic spirit. As a preacher he was fervent and useful. 
His discourses generally displayed a firm grasp of the 
vital truths of the Gospel, which were presented in a well
defined form, and in their delivery were often attended 
with the unction of the Holy One. As a superintendent 
he was trustful, affectionate, and generous; gladly hon
ouring his brethren, and tenderly considerate of his junior 
colleagues. As chairman of a District, and in other posi
tions of trust, he won the confidence and love of his 
brethren by the wise and kindly discharge of his various 
duties. In social life he was amiable and attractive. 
Indeed his whole course was radiant with moral beauty, 
and he was loved and esteemed by all with whom he came 
in contact. 

In 1862 Mr. Mowat was compelled by advancing years 
and increasing infirmities to retire as a supernumerary. 
He settled at Frome, where he still served the good cause 
as his enfeebled health would permit until the end came. 
During his last brief illness he was graciously sustained 
by the presence and blessing of God. Shortly before his 
death he said, 'Whatever is is .best; saved freely; saved 
folly ; saved for ever.' He peacefully passed away to his 
eternal rest on January 22nd, 1881, in the eighty-fourth 
year of his age and the sixty-second of his ministry, greatly 
Jieloved by his brethren and highly respected by all with 
w horn he had to do. 
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JOHN THOMAS. 

FEW agents of the Wesleyan Missionary Society have 
laboured for a longer period or with greater efficiency 

in the foreign field than the Rev. John Thomas, and his 
career was marked by many incidents of more than ordi
nary interest. He was born at Worcester in the year 
1796; and, although not favoured like many with the 
advantage of early religious aud intellectual training, he 
was ere long clearly marked out as a chosen instrument of 
good to. his fellow-men. He was savingly converted to 
God in his youth under the influence of Methodist preach
ing in the neighbourhood of his home; and soon after he 
had joined the Society, he began to call sinners to repent
ance. After he had laboured for several years as a useful 
and acceptable local preacher, the reading of the Life of 
Henry Martyn awakened in his heart an ardent desire to 
be employed as a missionary to the heathen ; a.nd offering 
himself as a candidate for the important work, he was 
accepted by the Conference of 1824, and forthwith received 
an.appointment to the Friendly Islands. 

These islands were at that time inhabited by a race of 
savages, deeply sunk in moral degradation and crime. A 
few years before, of a party of missionary mechanics and 
evangelists sent there by the London Society they had 
murdered some and driven away the rest, and the Rev. 
Mr. Lawry, of the Wesleyan Missionary Society, had been 
obliged to leave after a futile attempt to bring them to a 
better state of mind. The establishment of a permanent 
Wesleyan mission in the Friendly Islands was now en
trusted to Mr. Thomas; and, with the help and blessing of 
God, he nobly performed his task. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas embarked for Sydney on their 
way to the Friendly Islands in the ship Androrneda, and 
on reaching New South Wales after a long and dreary voy
age they were detained for some time before they met with 
an opportunity of proceeding to their appointed station. 
It was not till the month of June, 1826, that Mr. Thomas, 
accompanied by his wife and Mr. and Mrs. Hutchinson, 
who had joined them in Australia, arrived at Tonga in a 
whaling ship by which they had obtained a passage from 
Sydney. On landing, they met with a more favourable 
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reception from the paramount chief, Ata, than they ex
pected, and they commenced their work in the true mis
sionary spirit, applying themselves to the acquisition of 
the soft and melodious language with commendable zeal 
and diligence. Many trials and difficulties had to be 
encountered in the early years of the mission ; but Mr. 
Thomas was admirably adapted by the geniality of his 
disposition, tact, and perseverance for pioneering work 
among a savage and untutored heathen people. Con
sequently, with the help of God, he overcame every 
obstacle; and, after many years of patient toil and per
severance, he was favoured with an amount of success 
which has scarcely been witnessed in the history of the 
Christian Church since the days of the apostles. Many 
pages might be filled with accounts of thrilling interest in 
reference to the toils and triumphs of the missionaries and 
their devoted native assistants, whilst Mr. Thomas had 
the oversight of the work ; but it must suffice to say that 
during the twenty-five years that Mr. Thomas spent at 
Tonga, a moral revolution occurred through the introduc
tion of Christianity which has scarcely a parallel in any 
other country. 

Mr. Thomas returned to England in 1850, and was 
employed for some time in advocating the cause of missions 
in his native land. In 1854 he again sailed for the 
Friendly Islands, where he continued to labour for six 
years more ; superintending the work, counselling the 
young missionaries, and watering the native Churches 
which he had previously planted in the respective islands 
of the group. Great was his joy to witness the conversion 
and baptism of King George and his Queen Charlotte, 
the extinction of idolatry, and the permanent establish
ment of Christianity throughout the whole country. 

In 1860 Mr. Thomas finally returned home with his 
health considerably impaired. Retiring as a supernumer
ary, he settled at Stourbridge, where he continued to 
labour as his diminished strength would permit, occasion
ally preaching and attending missionary meetings till he 
was far advanced in life. When he could no longer tako a 
more public part in the work, he led a class and conducted 
a weekly prayer-meeting till he was past fourscore years, 
his ardent desire being to do good. At length he was 
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entirely laid aside by advancing years and increas
ing infirmities. During bis last illness bis sufferings 
were acute, but bis patience never failed, and bis con
fidence in the Redeemer was unshaken. His love for the 
mission cause was a ruling passion till the last. Oftt)n he 
said to his visitors, ' Pray for the heathen in the mis.;ion 
field.' Just before he died he said, ' Let me go,' and with 
unusual strength of voice he exclaimed, ' Come, Lord 
Jesus!' His ransomed spirit soon afterwards passed 
away to its eternal rest. He thus finished his course on 
January 29th, 1881, in the eighty-fifth year of his age 
and the fifty-seventh of his ministry. 

RICH.A.RD GIDDY. 

T HE Rev. Richard Giddy was a zealous and devoted 
missionary, who laboured in South Africa for the 

long period of forty-six years without ever visiting his 
·native land. We have not been able to collect much in
formation in reference to his early days, but the record of 
his missionary career is full of interest. He was born at 
Devonport in the year 1806; and having given his heart 
to God in his youth, and begun to work for Hi~, he 
entered the Wesleyan ministry in 1834. He laboured for 
a brief period in the Tavistock Circuit, and his superin
tendent at that time testifies that ' he was a pious, devoted 
young man whose preaching was effective and powerful ; 
but that his whole soul was ardent in anticipation of mis
sionary work, especially in Africa.' That anticipation was 
soon after realised, for in the course of a few months he 
received an appointment to the Cape of Good Hope, where 
he arrived in safety and entered upon his labours at the 
commencement of the year 1835, in a manner which ex
cited sanguine hopes as to his future career. 

Mr. Giddy's first station in South Africa was that of 
Cape Town, the capital of the colony, where he laboured 
for some time with acceptance and success, preaching 
earnestly in English both in the city and neighbouring 
villages of Rondebosch, Wynberg, and Somerset, and 
at the same time making diligent efforts to acquire the 
Dutch language to prepare himself for future usefulness 
among the natives, In 1836 missionaries were required 
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for stations in the interior, where several native tribes 
appeared ready to receive the Gospel, and Mr. Giddy was 
remo,ed to the Bechuana country, where the greater por
tion of his future life was spent. At the large and 
important stations of Thaba 'N chu and Plaatberg he 
laboured for more than twenty years, and was favoured to 
see many souls won for Christ, and the scattered rem
nants of various tribes of Bechuanas, Corannas, and 
Baralongs, which had settled there, raised to a higher state 
of civilisation. Having a practical know ledge of printing, 
Mr. Giddy's time was much occupied in this department 
of Christian labour, a mission press having been recently 
sent out to the Bechuana country by the committee in 
London. · 

The cheerfulness with which Mr. Giddy entered upon 
his new sphere of labour in the interior will appear from 
a brief extract from his first communication to the com
mittee after reaching his destination. Writing from 
Thaba 'Nchu, under date of May 15th, 1837, he says:
' As early as possible, after having received your letter of 
the 24th of September last, directing me to get ready to 
accompany Mr. W. Shaw to Graham's Town, on my way 
to the Bechuana mission, I left Somerset and repaired to 
Cape Town to await his arrival. Though fully, I trust, 
disposed to go into the interior, and meet any difficulties 
which might occur in the prosecution of my work, I could 
not but regret leaving a Circuit where openings for use
fulness were presenting themselves on every side.' After 
a most interesting account of his travels by land and water 
of more than 1,000 miles, he adds : ' On the whole our 
journey to this place has been pleasant, and not marked 
with any considerable difficulty. We have often heard 
the natives who accompanied us praying in retired places, 
and have sufficient proof that tlie word of God has not 
been preached to them in vain. I am exceedingly glad to 
find that the printing press we have here is one of the best 
manufacture. The type, though small in quantity, is in 
tolerably good condition. With a few additional materials 
I shall be able in a very short time so to conduct our 
printing affairs as to prevent their being in future a heavy 
tax upon the Society's funds. Through the mercy of God 
we are all well. The climate is exceedingly conducive to 
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health, and we are as comfortable as we can expect to be 
on a mission station so far in the interior.' 

During my residence in Cape Town, many years after
wardR, I bad frequent correspondence with Mr. Giddy, and 
a considerable number of his interesting letters are now 
before me. In the first of these, dated Plaatberg, June 
7th, 1851, he says, 'I am personally unknown to you, but 
when I tell you that I am a Wesleyan missionary, I feel 
sure that it will be a sufficient introduction. I am at pre
sent on a station belonging to our Society in the Bechuana 
country, north of the Orange River, and the immediate 
object of my writing to you is as follows :-The mission 
printing press here is under my superintendence. We are 
about to commence printing an edition of the Psalms 
(5,000) in the Sesuto language, for which we shall want 
about 130 reams of demy printing paper, which I shall 
feel obliged if you will kindly procure for us in Cape 
Town and forward to this station, &c. We are at present 
in circumstances of considerable danger and anxiety aris
ing from the wars which are now raging between native 
chiefs, and I fear there is a prospect of several years' 
trouble before us; but "the Lord reigneth," and our trust 
is in the kind and ever watchful providence of our heavenly 
Father.' 

The difficulties anticipated by the devoted missionary 
were painfully realised, as his subsequent letters abund
antly show; but he nobly clung to his post of duty, ancl 
was mercifully brought through them all. .A.t the Con
ference of 1880, worn out with incessent toil and suffer
ing, Mr. Giddy retired as a supernumerary, and hoped to 
spend a few years of comparative rest and quiet usefulness 
among the farmers and natives of a settlement called 
'New England,' but this was not to be. When on his 
journey to his new home he was attacked with dysentery, 
which proved fatal in the course of a few days. He died 
in peace at a farm-house, on February 6th, 1881, in the 
seventy-fifth year of his age and the .forty-seventh of his 
ministry. His last words were, 'My heart and my flesh 
faileth: but God is the strength of my heart and my 
portion for ever.' 
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JOSEPH CULSHA W, 

THE son 0£ Roman Catholic parents, was born at 
Ormskirk, on September 25th, 1856. In the order 

of Divine providence he was brought, under the influence 
of the Wesleyan ministry in early life, and received im
p_ressions which resulted in his conversion. He began be
times to work for Christ, according to the ability which 
God had given him; and whilst a comparative youth he 
was employed as a local preacher. The earnestness and 
simplicity which characterised him through life won for 
him the love and esteem of his hearers, and he became a 
great favourite, especially in the villages of the Circuit 
where he lived. In 1877 he was prop<:>sed as a candidate 
for the ministry; and having passed through the usual 
examinations he was accepted by the Conference, and sent 
to Richmond College to prepare for the foreign depart
ment of the work, for which he had nobly ofl'ered himself. 

During his brief stay at Richmond, Mr. Culshaw en
deared himself both to his tutors and fellow-students by 
his habitual cheerfulness and transparent 'sincerity. He 
had not been long at college, however, when, missionaries 
being required for South Africa, he received an appoint
ment to the Diamond Fields. He entered upon his work 
there in the early part of 1879, in a manner which favour
ably impressed the people to whom he ministered. In the 
course of the following year he suffered :from an attack of 
fe"Ver so severely that for some weeks his recovery seemed 
doubtful. During his illness he said to a colleague, ' I 
should not like to live if I had no converts; I would pray 
for death with every breath if I could not live to save 
souls.' After his recovery he removed to Kronstadt, in 
the Orange Free State. On February 8th, 1881, he left 
home on his usual monthly round to preach among the 
scattered settlers of his Circuit, and on the llth, whilst 
attempting to cross a dangerous drift in the river near 
Heilbron, he was carried away by the violence of the 
stream and drowned. Thus suddenly was cut short a life 
which gave promise of much usefulness. The dispensa
tions of Divine Providence are sometimes dark and mys
terious, but 'what we know not now we shall know 
hereafter.' 
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JOHN OTLEY RHODES, 

A NATIVE of Manchester, was born in the month of 
April, 1844. He was blessed with pious parents 

who trained him up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. His mother took him with her to the class meeting 
from his infancy, and helped him much by her earnest 
prayer and godly example. At the age of thirteen he 
found peace with God, and was henceforth enrolled as a 
Church member. Some time afterwards he began to preach; 
and at the age of nineteen he was accepted as a candidate 
for the Wesleyan ministry, and sent to Richmond College 
to prepare for the foreign mission work, in which be had 
expressed a willingness to engage. During bis three years 
at college he became mncb endeared to bis tutors and 
feUow-students, and made rapid progress in bis studies. 
He consequently took a high position in the classes, and 
his whole course as a student was most exemplary and 
full of promise. 

Having been designated for the Ceylon Tamil mission, 
be was ordained for the full work of the ministry in 
October, 1866, and on the 22nd of the following month 
be embarked for bis distant station. Writing to the com
mittee in London from Jaffna on July 24th, 1867, be says, 
'Yon have been informed of the safe arrival of Mr. Brown 
and myself at Colombo and Jaffna on February 21st. I 
have now for some time been anxious to write to yon ; 
but, what with the amount of my work, and my newness 
in it, I have had unwillingly to let mail after mail slip 
away without doing so. Indeed until lately I have felt as 
though I bad more on my bands than I could well do, and 
am only just beginning to feel that I can fairly grapple 
with my work. My attention, as you know, is principally 
directed to the educational department. On March 1st 
we re-opened the central preparatory schools, and we have 
now under our care in this Circuit daily upwards of 300 
Tamil boys, &c.' 

Mr. Rhodes had persevered in his delightful work of 
teaching and preaching for nearly fifteen years, frequently 
suffering from the delicate state of his health, when 
in the month of May, 1880, he was advised to try a visit 
to Australia, with the hope that the voyage and a brief 
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residence there might prove beneficial. At first this hope 
was partly realised, and he preached at Adelaide and other 
places to the great delight of both ministers and people, 
to whom he soon became much endeared by his genial dis
position and many excellencies of character. Proceeding 
to New South ,iv ales, he had a relapse from which he 
never recovered. He died in peace at Bathurst on March 
12th, 1881, in the thirty-seventh year of his age and the 
sixteenth of his ministry. 

Mr. Rhodes was endowed with rare gifts, both of heart 
and head. No one could be long in his company without 
being deeply impressed with his '.earnestness, his intelli
gence, and his piety. His consecration to the mission 
work was unreserved and whole-souled. As a preacher he 
was able and acceptable. His sermons were full of evan
gelical truth, and were invariably the out<~ome of a deep 
and reverent study of the Holy Scriptures. His printed 
discourses clearly indicate that, had his physical strength 
been equal to his mental power, and his life been spared, 
he would have obtained a foremost place among the minis
ters of our Church. 

BENJAMIN G.A.RTSIDE 

W AS born at Stoneswood, Saddlesworth, on May 9th, 
1799. He was brought up in connection with the 

Established Church, and knew nothing about experimental 
religion in his early days. .At the age of seventeen he 
went out of curiosity to hear the Rev. W. E. Miller preach. 
The result was his saving conversion to God and union 
with the Wesleyan Methodist Society. His earlY: educa
tion had been neglected; but by strenuous exert10n and 
remarkable self-denial he made up for his lack of school
ing, and became a fairly well-read man. H~ving laboured 
for some time as a local preacher, he was received as a proba
tioner for the Wesleyan ministry in 1825. Expressing a 
preference for the foreign work, for which he seemed well 
adapted, at the following Conference he re~eived an ap
pointment as a missionary to the West Indies. He em
barked for Antigua in the ship Marlborough on January 
13th, 1826; and on arriving at his destination in the latter 
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part of the following month, he entered npon his labours 
in the true missionary spirit. 

Mr. Gartside spent about eleven years in the West 
Indies, at a time when the poor negroes were suffering 
untold miReries from the horrid system of slavPry, pre
vious to their glorious emancipation. His first station waR 
Parham, from which he sent copious extracts from his 
journal. Writing under date of February 28th, 1827, he 
makes the following touching reference to the lamented 
missionaries who lost their lives in the previous year by 
the wreck of the Maria mail boat:-' This morning I 
attended the prayer-meeting and fonnd God according to 
His word present with ns. This being the day of humili
ation and fasting, we held another meeting at twelve 
o'clock; it being appointed by the District meeting that 
on this day the mysterious event of the loss of the mission
aries last year should be observed by aermons preached in 
all our chapels. I went to Sion Hill and preached from 
Luke ii. 29, 30. The Lord gave me enlargement of my 
views and liberty to declare them. I read the character 
of each- brother from, the minutes of Conference. The 
congregation was overflowing and very serious.' 

Having laboured faithfully and acceptably in the 
islands of Antigua, Nevis, Montserrat, and St. Eustatius 
till 1837, when his health failed, Mr. Gartside retnrned to 
England, and was henceforth employed in the home work. 
He occupied several important Circuits with credit to 
himself and advantage to the cause in which he was en
gaged for twenty-five years. As a preacher he was clear 
and logical, always faithful and pointed, often impassioned. 
His sermons were lucid in their arrangement, and gene
rally contained something new and interesting. In the 
management of a Circuit he was judicious and kind ; bnt 
strictly attentive to Methodist law and discipline. His 
private life was without a stain. He was a thoroughly 
good man. On the failure of his health in 1862, he retired 
as a supernumerary and settled, at Poulton, in the Black
pool Circuit, where he continued to labour as his 
diminished strength would permit till the eve of his 
departure. He preached his last sermon on Easter 
Sunday, a few weeks before his death. He had for some 
time had an impression that his death would be sudden, 
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and it was even so ; but he was found ready. He passed 
away in sleep, almost without any previous illness, on May 
5th, 1881, a.nd was buried on his eighty-second birthday. 
He cherished a love for the mission cause to the last, and 
the present writer has a pleasant recollection of meeting 
him at some interesting missionary anniversaries. 

WILLIAM OVEREND SIMPSON. 

FEW men have attained to greater popularity and 
eminence both at home and abroad, in a compara

tively short time, than the Rev. W. 0. Simpson; and 
fewer still have had a ministerial and missionary career 
more clearly marked by the providence and grace of God, 
and by heroic zeal and devotedness to the cause of the 
Redeemer. He was born at Leeds in the year 1830, where 
he grew up from infancy amidst the genial influences of a 
godly home. He was brought to religious .iecision in his 
youth, and soon began to work for God according to his 
ability and opportunities, and ere long he was called to 
preach to others that Gospel which had been made the 
means of his own salvation. Having done effective work 
as a local preacher in his own Circuit for som,e time, he 
was at length promoted to the full work of the ministry. 
He was accepted as a candidate for the foreign department 
of the work by the Conference of 1850; and after spend
ing three years in Richmond College, he received an 
appointment as a missionary to India, for which country 
he embarked on December 29th, 1854. 

Mr. Simpson laboured at Negapatam, Trichinopoly, 
Manargudi, and Madras for ten years with great accept
ance and success. His keen powers of observation, his 
genial humour and fine sympathy enabled him· to gain 
an intimate knowledge of the people, and to appreciate 
the peculiar phases and attitude of the native mind; and 
be compelled, in many instances, the admiration and 
esteem even of those who opposed his teaching. He had his 
full share of the toils, the sufferings, and the discourage
ments of missionary life in India; but it was also given 
him to share the harvest joy of success; and he had the 
privilege of admitting to Church fellowship a few converts 
of the highest caste, as well as many in the lower orders 
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of society. The charm which his influence always had 
over young minds stood him in good stead in the mission 
field, as it did afterwards at home; and from among youth
ful Hindus, who were first led by him to the knowledge of 
Christ, there were raised up after his departure some of 
the most valuable Christian witnesses and agents which 
have been given to the Church in India. Both among 
Christians and the heathen his name is still held in 
affectionate and respectful remembrance on the respective 
stations which he occupied. 

Family affliction obliged Mr. Simpson to return to 
England in 1865; but he fully intended to resume 
his beloved missionary labours in India after a brief 
sojourn in his native land. In the order of Divine 
providence this was not permitted. When preparing for 
his return voyage, with a heart glowing with missionary 
zeal and love for the poor Hindus, it was discovered that 
the health of his devoted wife, both physical and mental, 
was such as to render it impracticable for her to reside 
again within the tropics. The man of God meekly bowed 
to this severe disappointment, and henceforth laboured in 
the home work, occupying Circuits in Manchester, London, 
and Bradford in succession £or fifteen years with credit to 
himself and advantage to the cause 0£ God. In every sphere 
of labour his undying love for the missionary enterprise was 
conspicuous, and he everywhere rendered it valuable ser
vice by his powerful and untiring assertion 0£ its claim,;, 
and by his brilliant and graphic descriptions 0£ its scenes 
and operations. Nor was he less mindful 0£ the interests 
of the work demanding his immediate attention. He 
brought all the ri eh resources 0£ his mind and his am pie stores 
0£ experience to his work as a preacher 0£ the Gospel. 
In the Circuits to which he was appointed, and elsewhere, 
he devoted all his vigour and skill to the organisation 0£ 
direct evangelistic efforts, and worked his hardest and his 
best in every sort of service connected therewith, being 
often cheered by immediate fruit in the ingathering of 
precious souls to the fold 0£ Christ. 

Many pages might be filled with a simple record of 
numerous excellencies of Mr. Simpson's ministerial and 
Christian character, but it must suffice to say that he was 
endowed, as few men have been in any conrse of life, with 
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the power of popular advocacy. He knew how to enkindle 
the enthusiasm of an assembly, and with the happiest 
ease he awakened their gladness, or with irresistible pathos 
found the source of their tears. His eloquent lectures 
and powerful speeches in various parts of the kingdom on 
behalf of missions, temperance, and other benevolent 
objects, will long be remembered, as well as his mn.ssive, 
manly, genial, and humorous presence. He was an able, 
powerful, and interesting preacher and expositor of God's 
Holy Word, being well read in Christian theology and 
general literature. As a pastor he was diligent, courteous, 
and affectionate ; familiarly identifying himself with all 
the interests of the people committed to his charge. He 
was pre-eminently the friend of the young; but if any 
feature of his character was more marked than another it 
was his glowing, chivalrous love for his ministerial 
brethren, and his tender affection for the members of his 
family, all of whom, alas! so keenly feel their sad be
reavement. 

The end of this strong, devoted, loving and much
loved minister of the Gospel came with mysterious and 
solemn suddenness. During the meeting of the Halifax 
and Bradford District Committee at Huddersfield on May 
18th, 1881, immediately after delivering a most charac
teristic speech on the business before the meeting, he left 
the room complaining of faintness. He soon fell into 
unconsciousness, and in about two hours afterwards 
passed away from the service of the Church militant on 
earth to that of the Church triumphant in glory. He 
died in the fifty-first year of his age and the twenty
eighth of his ministry. 

IS.A.AC W .A.TSON HARDING, 

AN intelligent and promising native minister, was soon 
called to rest from his labours. But he was not 

permitted to labour in vain ; nor was his brief career 
without its lessons of instruction to those who survive 
him. He was born at Wilberforce, Sierra Leone, on 
January 19th, 1841. His parents were liberated Africans; 
and, having themselves been brought under the influence 
of the Gospel, they sent their children to the mission 
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school from their infancy. Isaac was converted in the 
eighteenth year of his age, and soon afterwards commenced 
to work for God as an exhorter. In 1861 he was sent to 
the Wesleyan Training Institution, after which he was 
successively employed as a day school teacher and cate
chist. In 1877 he was removed to the Gambia, and he 
entered upon his new sphere of labour in the true mis
sionary spirit. He was received on probation as a native 
minister at the Conference of 1879, and continued in the 
faithful discharge of his duties till May 29th, 1881, when 
he was carried off by smallpox, after a few days of great 
suffering, during which he manifested perfect resignation 
to the will of God, and firm trust in the atonement. 

Mr. Harding is described by his colleagueA as a 'trust
worthy, plodding brother, earnest and faithful in hif! 
preaching, diligent in pastoral labour, and much respected 
and beloved by the people among whom he lived; and 
many, it is hoped, will be the ' crown of his rejoicing in 
the day of the Lord Jesus.' 

CHARLES TUCKER 

WAS born at Horton, Gower, on March 12th, 1808. 
The death of his moth&r when he was quite a boy 

so impressed his mind that he resolved to give himself up 
to the service of God. He was gently drawn to Jesus, 
and received the witness of the Spirit as he walked by the 
way. He became a member of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Society when he was eighteen years of age, and shortly 
afterwards began to work for God, being appointed to the 
important offices of class leader and local preacher. In 
1831 he was accepted as a probationer for the Wesleyan 
ministry ; and, offering himself for the foreign department 
of the work, after labouring for a few months in a Circuit 
at home, he received an appointment as a missionary to 
the Friendly Islands. 

After a long and dreary voyage, ]\fr. Tucker, accom
panied by his devoted wife, arrived at Tonga in the latter 
part of the year 1833, just as the dark night of apparently 
fruitless toil was passing away and a glorious day of 
prosperity was beginning to dawn upon the islands. During 
the ten years that he spent in connection with this remark-
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able mission, many interesting incidents occurred, but the 
most noteworthy event was the great revival of 1834. 
Describing what occurred on one occasion during this 
wonderful outpouring of the Holy Spirit, Mr. Tucker 
afterwards wrote as follows :-'As soon as the service 
began, the cries of the people began. They were melted 
into tears on every hand, and many of them cried aloud 

. by reason of the disquietude of their souls. Oh, what a 
solemn but joyful sight ! One thousand or more bowed 
before the Lord, weeping at the feet of Jesus, and praying 
in an agony of soul. I never saw such distress, I never 
heard such cries for mercy, or such confession of sin 
before. The Lord heard the sighing of the mourners, He 
bound up many a broken-hearted sinner in that meeting, 
and proclaimed liberty to many a captive. Other meetings 
were equally remarkable, and in the islan<i of Vavau, where 
King George and Queen Charlotte were converted, as 
many as 2,262 seeking penitents found pe3iCe in the course 
of a few days.' 

In 1843 Mr. Tucker returned to England with his 
health considerably impaired; but after resting for one 
year he entered the home work and laboured in various 
Circuits in his native land with acceptance and success 
till 1864, when he was obliged to retire as a supernumerary. 
He settled at Bristol, where he continued to labour as his 
diminished strength would permit for nearly seventeen 
vears, being greatly esteemed and beloved by all with 
~ horn he came in contact. He was of gentle and quiet 
deportment, judicious in all respects, and self-denying in 
the use of his substance and in the employment of his gifts. 
His ministry was edifying and soul-saving. As a pastor 
he was diligent and affectionate, and was ever ready to 
soothe and sympathise with the poor and afflicted of his 
flock. He suffered much in the course of his missionary 
career, his dwelling houses having been twice or thrice 
demolished by fires and hurricanes, and his goods scattered 
or destroyed, whilst he and his family had to escape for their 
lives in the darkness of the night ; but he 'endured hard
ness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.' At length the end 
came with solemn suddenness on June 27th, 1881, whilst 
attending the quarterly meeting at Portland Chapel, and 
just after he had been speaking of his Friendly Islands' 
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experience, he was seized with !mortal illness and imme
diately passed away to his eternal rest in the seventy
fourth year of his age and the fiftieth of his ministry. 

WILLIAM FRANCIS COCKS, 

A YOUNG missionary of great promise, was soon called 
to rest from his labours. He was born in the parish 

of St. Agnes, Cornwall, in the year 1850, and was favoured 
with a good religious training in his childhood and youth, 
his parents being pious members of the Wesleyan Metho
dist Society, and his father a local preacher. In early life 
William became the subject of deep religious impressions, 
and at the age of fifteen, dnring some special revival ser
vices which were held in · his native place, he decided to 
consecrate himself to the Lord. Four years later he 
became a local preacher, and at the age of twenty-four he 
entered the Wesleyan ministry and was designated for the 
foreign work. After a residence of two years and six 
months at Richmond College, he received an appointment 
as a missionary to the West Indies, and entered npon his 
work with a pleasing prospect of success. 

That Mr. Cocks did not labour without some encour
ageinent will appear from the following brief extract from 
one of his letters, dated Biabou, St. Vincent's, August 7th, 
1877 :-' A few weeks ago I was summoned to the bed
side of one of our members. I found him apparently 
dying; but death had no sting. At eventide it was light. 
He was near the grave and near home. Half-nnrobed of 
earth, he seemed to be putting on immortality ; and as I 
rehearsed to him the sweet promises of God, and knelt 
beside his bed to pray, I felt the truth of Dr. Y oung's 
declaration about " the chamber where the good man 
meets his fate." And when I rose to go, he grasped me 
by the hand to say a last farewell, and exclaimed, " If I 
do not meet you again on earth, I shall meet you in 
heaven." Saved he was by Jesus Christ, through the 
instrumentality of our missionaries. This is one case of 
many to show that in these western isles those who pre
ceded us in holy toil laboured not in vain, and we are 
reaping a few ripe sheaves from the seed scattered by 
early workers.' 

2 Il 
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Coming from a station occupied by the present writer 
several years previously, this noble testimony to the blessed 
results of early missionary labour is very welcome; and it 
is a melancholy task to record that Mr. Cocks was so soon 
afterwards called away from his beloved work. On July 
10th, 1881, he fell a victim to yellow fever after six days' 
illness, and in death as in life he exercised a sure and 
exclusive trust in Christ as his Saviour. He passed away 
to his eternal rest in the thirty-first year of his age and the 
sixth of his ministry. 

The following honourable testimony is borne to the 
character of Mr. Cocks by those who knew him intimately: 
' He threw his whole soul into his work, and laboured 
harijloniously with all his brethren, and thereby won their 
esteem and love. His pastoral duties were faithfully and 
promptly discharged. His sermons were thoughtful, 
pointed, and practical, and his studies ·'>\'"ere engaged in 
with the sole view of preaching " Christ and Him cruci
tied.''' 

GEORGE P.A.RSONSON. 

THE Rev. George Parsonson was a native of Doncaster, 
where he was born on May 25th, 1817. He was 

converted to God at the age of twenty, and soon afterwards 
began to preach. Having offered himself as a candidate 
for the Wesleyan ministry, he was accepted by the Con
ference of 1843, and forthwith received an appointment as 
a missionary to Macarthy's Island, River Gambia,W estern 
.Africa. In that unhealthy climate he spent two years in 
earnest efforts to raise the degraded natives to a higher 
state of civilisation. .After a short visit to England, he 
returned to the scene of his former labours as a married 
man. The health of his wife having seriously failed after 
two years of further service at the Gambia, they took 
passage for England as the only means of saving her life. 
On the eve of their embarkation news came to hand of 
the death of the only remaining missionary in the District, 
and Mr. Parsonson nobly offered to remain at his post of 
duty at St. Mary's, his wife cheerfully consenting, under 
the circumstances, to proceed to England alone. In 1848, 
reinforcements having been sent out, the devoted mis
sionary, with his health much enfeebled by repeated 
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attacks of fever, returned home to rejoin his self-denying 
partner. 

A few months' residence in England so far recruited 
the health of Mr. and Mrs. Parsonson that they were in
duced again to offer themselves for the foreign work. 
They were accordingly appointed to Southern Africa, 
where they laboured faithfully for nearly ten years, occupy
ing various stations in Natal, the Cape Colony, and 
N amaqualand. During the latter half of this period the 
present writer was intimately associated with Mr. Parsonson 
in missionary labour in the Cape of Good Hope District, 
and can therefore testify to his zeal and fidelity in the ser
vice of his Lord and Master. 

In 1859, Mr. Parsonson returned with his family to 
England, and during the following seventeen years he 
laboured in the holl\e work. He was both acceptable and 
useful in the Circuits which he occupied from time to 
time ; his plain and pointed ministry being made a bless
ing to many. In 1875, failing health induced him to 
retire from the full work of the ministry and become a 
supernumerary; and he soon afterwards went out again 
to South Africa, where his eldest son was labouring as a 
missionary. There the remainder of his life was spent in 
such ministerial service as his enfeebled health would 
permit. The last year or two of his life was marked by 
great suffering, which he bore with perfect patience and 
submission to the will of God. Occasionally he was 
favoured with delightful manifestations of the presence of 
his blessed Saviour, on whose precious atonement he 
firmly relied, and on July 14th, 1881, he peacefully passed 
away to his eternal rest in the sixty-fifth year of his age 
and the thirty-eighth of his ministry. 

WILLIAM SINCLAIR, 

B ORN in London of Scotch parentage, July 22nd, 1825, 
was converted to God at the age of nineteen. Soon 

after he had experienced a saving change of heart he 
began to preach, and he had not exercised his gifts long as 
a local preacher before it was clearly seen that he was 
destined for a wider sphere of usefulness. He afterwards 
offered himself as a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry ; 

2 B 2 
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and being accepted by the Conference, he forthwith 
1·eceived an appointment as a missionary to the West 
Indies, where he laboured uninterruptedly with acceptance 
and success for nearly fourteen years. 

Jamaica was the scene of Mr. Sinclair's missionary 
labours, for which island he embarked by the steamer 
Tiviot on February 15th, 1842. Calling at Grenada on his 
way to his appointed station, where the present writer was 
then labouring, we had the pleasure of his company at the 
mission-house in St. George's for two or three days, dur
ing the stay of the steamer in our port. On reaching his 
destination he entered upon his work at St. Ann's Bay in 
the true missionary spirit. He was afterwards stationed 
in the Kingston, Ocho Rios, Y allahs, and Grateful Hill 
Circuits in succession, in one of which he laboured for 
seven years with credit to himself and advantage to the 
cause in which he was engaged. Whilst labouring in 
Kingston the Wesley chapel and mission premises had a 
narrow escape from destruction by fire, several houses 
having been burnt down in the immediate neighbourhood. 
This visitation and the zeal and earnestness with which 
the negroes exerted themselves to save their beloved 
sanctuary were graphically described by him in a letter 
written soon afterwards to the committee in London. 
He also makes the following allusion to another awful 
visitation when writing from Three Hills in the Ocho Rios 
Circuit on December 27th, 1850 :-' Yon have doubtless 
been made acquainted by the brethren in Kingston of the 
nnprecedented ravages of the cholera in that city. Out of 
a population of 50,000 it is said that 5,000, or one in 
eight of the inhabitants, have been carried off. At Port 
Maria 250 inhabitants only remain out of a population of 
1,000. A few weeks since the disease manifested itself in 
this neighbourhood, and has since raged with deadly effect. 
It is pleasing to observe that the people generally recog
nise this awful visitation as sent by God, as a just punish
ment for their sins, and that they are humbling themselves 
before Him.' 

Returning to England in 1855, Mr. Sinclair was 
appointed to a home Circuit, and henceforth laboured in 
his native land, where he had the happiness of seeing 
many brought to Christ as the fruit of his toil. His 
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preaching was simple, earnest, and effective. In pastoral 
visitation he was extremely diligent, and carried joy into 
many a sorrowful home. He was altogether a man of an 
excellent spirit, and was everywhere beloved. At the 
Conference of 1880 he was obliged by failing health to 
seek a year's rest from the foll work of the ministry, and 
retired to Blackpool. He loved the work, and spoke hope
fully of being able to return to it, but God in His provi
dence ordered it otherwise. His last illness was extremely 
painful, but his mind was kept in perfect peace. He 
would frequently say, ' I am waiting the Lord's will.' In 
the full triumph of faith he passed away to his eternal 
rest on July 24th, 1881, in the fifty-sixth year of his age 
and the fortieth of his ministry. 

MOSES C. HA.GAN 

WAS a zealous and devoted native assistant missionary, 
whose period of service was comparatively short, 

but whose history is interesting and instructive. He was 
born at Wellington, Sierra Leone, Western Africa, in the 
month of November, 1838. When ten years of age he 
was deprived of the advantages of further education by 
the loss of his parents. Stimulated by good advice, he 
began when about nineteen to improve his mind and to 
seek the salvation of his soul. One day whilst reading his 
Bible he was powerfully convinced of sin; and in a 
simple record of his religions experience which he was 
induced to commit to writing, he states that after a time 
of great struggle and soul affliction, under a sermon by 
the Rev. D. W. Thorpe, he through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ found rest unto his soul. 

At his earnest request he was admitted as a student 
into the Wesleyan Training Institution at King Tom's 
Point. After about three years' instruction he was 
appointed as a schoolmaster in the Free Town Circuit, and 
in 1876 he was received as a native minister on trial. 
Being transferred to t,he Gold Coast District, he laboured 
with commendable zeal and diligence for five years at 
Yaba, Lagos, and Abbeokuta. As a preacher he proclaimed 
the ti:iuth with simplicity, earnestness, and power, in both 
Yoruba and English as occasion required. As a native 
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pastor he was attentive to the sick and poor of his flock, 
and his care for the general interests of the Societies under 
his charge was truly exemplary. His useful and success
ful course of missionary labour was terminated somewhat 
suddenly. On July 15th he was seized with apoplexy, 
which ehortly afterwards proved fatal. Conscious almost 
to the last, but unable to speak, he could only show his 
friends by signs that Jesus was precious to him through 
those weary hours of suffering. He departed this life in 
the faith and hope of the Gospel on August 5th, 1881. 

AMOS XABA, 

A SIMPLE-MINDED, good, and prom1smg native 
assistant missionary in Southern Africa, was born 

in Basutoland in the year 1845. Trained up in heathen 
darln1ess, he knew nothing of the Gospel in early life ; 
but removing to Natal he was brought under the influence 
of the missionaries and induced to give h.is heart to God. 
He forthwith joined the Wesleyan Methodi.st Society, and 
proved the genuineness of his conversion by his holy walk 
and conversation, and by earnest and persevering efforts 
to benefit his benighted fellow-countrymen. Being a 
young man of deep piety, and possessing good mental 
abilities, he was received on trial for the native ministry, 
and appointed to the native department of the work in 
the Harrismith Circuit in the early part of 1881. He had 
only laboured for a few months, however, in that interest
ing portion of the wide field when he was seized with an 
affliction which speedily resulted in death. He passed 
away peacefully to his eternal rest in the month of August, 
in the first year of his missionary service. 

The fellow-labourers of Amos Xaba record of him 
that 'he was beloved by all who knew him, both 
Europeans and natives, and was removed from us at the 
very opening of his ministerial life, which gave promise 
of great usefulness.' 

SAMUEL JOLL, 

T HE son of an esteemed Wesleyan minister, was 
favoured with a religious training and educational 

adyautages in early life above many, and the result was 
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very gratifying. In the sixteenth year of his age he wag 
induced to give his heart to God, and found peace with 
Him through Christ Jesus. He very Roon began to mani
fe8t a strong concern for the salvation of souls, ancl com
menced to preach in cottages and at outdoor services. He 
was ultimately accepted as a candidate for the Wesleyan 
ministry, and in 1829 he received an appointment as a 
missionary to the West Indies. He laboured in the island 
of Antigua for a short time with much acceptance; but 
his health failing he was removed to British N ort.h 
America, with a hope that a colder climate would prove 
more congenial. This hope was not realised, however, and 
after occupying stations in both Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick, where he suffered much from physical weak
ness, he was compelled to return to England at the end of 
eight years, and thus completed the brief period of his 
active ministry. His preaching is characterised by 
those who knew him as 'original and powerful,' and it is 
believed that he was instrumental in winning many souls 
for Christ. 

Having no prospect of a state of health that would 
warrant his continuing in the itinerant work, in 1837 Mr. 
J oll retired and entered into business. He did not lose 
his interest in the cause of God, however; but in his 
capacity of local preacher he rendered all the assistance in 
his power to his ministerial brethren, and lived a blame
less and npright life. In 1865, having relinquished his 
business engagements, he was restored to the rank of a 
supernumerary minister, and settled in the Horncastle 
Circuit. There he lived and patiently snffered for many 
years in extreme weakne!!s, till he was called to enter upon 
his eternal rest, on October 14th, 1881, in the seventy
fifth year of his age. 

PETER BATCHELOR, 

B ORN at Dundee in the year 1809, the Rev. P. Batchelor 
was highly favoured in his childhood and youth. 

His parents being devoted members of the Church of 
Scotland, they trained up their son to reverence the Sab
bath, to read God's Word, and diligently to use the means 
of grace. When about sixteen .years of age he was induced 
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to he.ar the Rev. Peter McOwan, and nuder the sermon he 
was deeply convinced of sin, and earnestly sought pardon. 
This blessing he obtained some days afterwards at a prayer
meeting, and the evidence of his acceptance with God he 
never lost. He, began at once to witness for Christ as he 
had opportunity. At the expiration of his apprenticeship 
he removed to London and became a member of the Wes
leyan Society at City Road, meeting in the class of the late 
Rev. John Mason, and working diligently as a tract dis-
tributor and visitor of the sick, &c. · 

In the year 1837, having gone out to Madras, Mr. 
Batchelor there entered the ministry, his first station being 
Melnattam, in Southern India. Thence he removed to 

. N ega.patam, then one of the most important Circuits of 
the District. Here he had ample and congenial scope for 
his tact, ca.lm persistence, and clear-sighted estimate of 
the importance of educational efforts among the better 
class of Hindus. He was the pioneer of a higher educa
tion in that part of India, and his well-timed efforts were 
crowned with a cheering measure of success. In this and 
other departments of Christian labour he hltd been use
fully employed for nearly sixteen years, when his h!Jalth 
failed and he was obliged to return to England. 

In 1856, being under the direction of the Wesleyan 
Missionary Committee, Mr. Batchelor was sent out to the 
Crimea to minister to British soldiers; bu.t on the close of 
the war in the following year, he resumed his missionary 
labours at Negapatam in Continental India. His health 
failing again, after he had been there about five years, he 
removed to the Cape of Good Hope, where he laboured as 
his strength would permit. for thirteen years, bis. stations 
being Wynberg and Simon's Town. In 1865 he was 
obliged finally to relinquish his mis1;1ionary labours and 
return to England. He settled as a snpernumerary min
ister in London, where he manifested a commendable 
willingness still to work £or God, bnt he was not able to 
do much, as he suffered severely from bronchitis. each 
winter. 

During his last illness Mr. Batchelor's mind was kept 
in perfect peace. Death had lost all terror. His hopes 
were definite and full. There was no doubt on hiA mind 
as to the virtue of the atonement ; no misgiving as to the 
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work of the Holy Spirit. He calmly trnsted in Christ to 
the last, and on October 23rd, 1881, he passed away with
out a struggle, as in sleep, waking up to behold the glory 
of his beloved Master. He died in the seventy.third year 
of his age and the forty-fourth of his ministry. 

TIMOTHY LAING, 

AN eminent African native minister, was spared for 
- many years to take part in the good work. He was 
born on the western coast on October 14th, 1824, and 
received his education at the colonial school at Cape Coast 
Castle. In the year 1841 he was taken from school hy the 
Rev. T. B. Freeman, general superintendent of Wesleyan 
missions in that District at the time, and placed under 
training for mission work. He was soon afterwards sent 
to the Theological Institution at British Accra, under the 
tutorship of the Rev. John Martin, and profited much by 
the instrnction which he received. Here also he obtained 
that knowledge of the Saviour which it became his life
work to proclaim to his perishing fellow-countrymen. 
From the institution he was sent forth to labour, first as a 
schoolmaster and then as a catechist, until 1851, when he 
was received on probation as a native minister. His career 
from that time was one of untiring zeal and faithful service 
in the Lord's vineyard, and of marked success and much 
usefulness. As a pioneer missionary and a Circuit min
ister he was in labours more abundant in Kumasi, Whydah, 
Lagos, Cape Coast, Anamabu, Domonasi, Elmina, and Dix 
Cove. On these interesting stations he spent thirty years, 
being loved and respected by all who knew him, and suc
cessful in winning many souls to Christ. 

In 1878 Mr. Laing's health began to fail, and he ob
tained permission to retire and rest for one year. It was 
hoped that by these means he would be enabled to return 
to his beloved work; but the Lord willed it otherwise. A 
visit to England resulted in a temporary improvement; 
but severe domestic affliction brought on paralysis soon 
afterwards, and, on October 22nd, 1881, he was suddenly 
called to exchange the toils and sufferings of earth for the_ 
rest and joys of heaven. 

As a Christian, Mr. Laing was humble and sincere, bu.t 
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rather reticent and undemoi1strative. His general deport
ment gave testimony to his inner life. As a preacher he 
was first among his native African brethren. He was a 
power in the Gold Coast pulpit, nor did his usefulness end 
there. He held Bible classes and organised associations 
for the religious instruction of young men and others, with 
the most blessed results. Several influential men, both 
lay and clerical, bear testimony to the good they obtained 
by these means. Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord, for they rest from their labours, and their works do 
follow them. 

FREDERICK G. ELLIOTT w .A.s a young missionary of great promise, but whose 
course of foreign service was brouo-ht to a close in a 

most affecting manner soon after its coi:mencement. The 
story of his brief life is, nevertheless, foll of interest. Con
verted to God in early life, and called to preach the Gospel, 
he was accepted as a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry 
at the Conference of 1877. Having offered himself for the 
foreign work, he was sent to the Richmond College for 
training. There he proved himself to be a diligent and 
successful student; and after three years' residence he 
received an appointment as a mission3,ry to the West 
Indies. He commenced his labours at St. Kitt's in the 
true spirit of his Divine Master, and by his humble piety, 
quenchless zeal, and earnest efforts to win souls to Christ, 
he endeared himself to all with whom he came in contact, 
and was made very useful. Whilst both he and the people 
of his charge were indulging the hope that a long and 
successful career was before him, he was suddenly cut 
down by malignant fever. During his last brief illness 
his mind frequently wandered, and for the last two days 
he was unable to speak ; but by the pressure of hiA hand 
and the nod of his head, and by pointing upwards, he 
signified to those that were with him that Jesus was 
precious and heaven near He peacefully passed away to 
his eternal rest on November 14th, 1881. 

Mr. Elliott is described by his surviving ministerial 
brethren as 'a rapid and retentive reader; a quick, clear 
thinker; and a ready, effective speaker.' It is also said 
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of him that ' he made the Bible his chief study, and gave 
himself up with indomitable zeal to gather wanderers into 
the fold of Christ. As a colleague, deference to superior 
authority, steadfastness to Christian principle, and cheer
ful readiness to render aid to the utmost of his power, 
were beautifully blended. As a preacher he was plain, 
earnest, and thoughtful, and gave promise of great use
fulness.' · Whilst a student at Richmond College, on 
receiving, in common with his brethren, a presentation 
copy of a volume on the Temperance question from the 
present writer, he acknowledged the gift in a beautiful 
letter now before me. The following sentences extracted 
from it will show his kind and genial spirit, as well as his 
sentiments on the subject:-' I· desire to thank you very 
much for your kind letter and the beautiful book which 
you have sent. I have read the work carefully through, 
and have derived much pleasure and profit from its 
perusal. It is encouraging to know that you have found 
total abstinence both practicable and useful in the trying 
climates in which you have laboured. Self-denial is so 
little practised by professing Christians, or I think more 
people would become abstainers ; yet this to me seems the 
strongest argument from Scripture which can be brought 
to bear upon the subject,' &c. 

JOHN W. HERIVEL, 

A NATIVE of Alderney, was favoured with pious 
parents, his father having been a leader and local 

preacher in connection with the French Methodist Society 
in that island. He was convinced of sin during a revival 
that broke out in the Sunday-school, when in the twelfth 
year of his age. He then found peace in believing, and 
henceforth gave evidence of the genuineness of his con
version by an upright walk and conversation and by 
ardent zeal for the salvation of others. Even at that early 
age his prayers were fervent and powerful, and to the end 
he continued to be pre-eminently gifted in prayer. Be
lieving that he was called of God to preach the Gospel, he 
gladly accepted the invitation of the Rev. James Hocart to 
enter the training institution at Lausanne. 

After a successful course of three years' study, in 1879 
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Mr. Herivel was sent out as a missionary to Hayti. Hav
ing remained for a short time at Cape Haytien, he 
proceeded to Port-au-Prince, his appointed station, where 
he laboured hard to revive a cause which had been long 
neglected. He had not been long there when he suffered 
from repeated attacks of fever, brought on, it was believed, 
by over-exertion in his Master's work. About the same 
time, the smallpox broke out in Cape Haytien, and during 
the prevalence of the fatal epidemic the devoted mission
ary took little rest day or night, being constantly engaged 
in visiting the sick and the dying. Whilst thus engaged 
in his work of faith and labour of love, he was attacked 
with yellow fever, which ran its course in a few days, and 
terminated in death on November 16th, 1881. 

The following honourable testimony was borne to Mr. 
Herivel by his surviving brethren:-' His cheerful, sym
pathising, and kind disposition won for him the affection 
and esteem of those among whom he laboured. His 
preaching was always practical, addressing itself more to 
the heart than to the intellect. He saw but little fruit of 
his labours, but his faith and hope in God sustained 
and cheered him to the end, which was peaceful and tri
umphant.' 

THOMAS M. ALBRIGHTON. 

T HE period of the Rev. T. M. Albrighton's foreign 
service was not so long as that of some of his mis

sionary brethren ; but it was earnest, faithful and fruitful, 
and there were some features in his successful ministerial 
career of more than ordinary interest. He was born at 
Clifton in Derbyshire on November 5th, 1827. In his 
Christian home he was wisely trained, and in the nine
teenth year of his age he was savingly converted to God, 
after passing through a season of deep sorrow for sin. He 
soon became a zealous and useful local preacher, and in 
1849 he was accepted as a candidate for the Wesleyan 
ministry. .Although entreated by his friends to remain at 
home, he was constrained to offer himself for the foreign 
work ; and after a successful course of training in the 
Richmond College in 1852, he embarked for the Bermudas. 
In those beautiful islands, and in British North America, 
he spent nine years. On every station which he occupied 
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he was highly respected, and under his able and powerful 
ministry many souls were won for Christ. In the dis
charge of his missionary duties he was often exposed to 
danger and discomfort, hat he endured as seeing Him who 
is invisible. On one occasion, when on a coasting voyage, 
he was caught in a fearful hurricane, when the vessel in 
which he sailed was swept about for fifteen days at the 
mercy of wind and waves, and his calm and peaceful 
demeanour so impressed several avowed infidels on board 
that they were led to Christ. 

Through failure of health Mr. Albrighton was com
pelled to return to England in 1860, when the present 
writer had the pleasure of becoming personally acquainted 
with him. From that period to ihe end of his useful life 
he laboured in the home work with acceptance and success. 
In -Leeds, Manchester, London, Bristol, Birmingham, 
York, and other important Circuits, he exercised his able 
and earnest ministry to the spiritua.l good of many, and 
his memory will long be affectionately cherished by the 
people among whom he labo11red. He possessed some 
advantages above the generality of his ministerial brethren. 
He had, a good voice, a commanding personal appearance, 
and a dignified, genial, and attractive manner. His 
sermons were, moreover, carefully prepared, and delivered 
with much earnestness and power, a blessed unction often 
attending his ministrations, which were owned of God in 
the conversion of sinners and the building up of believers 
in the faith and hope of the Gospel. 

Mr. Albrighton was labouring as usual in the true 
spirit of his blessed Master, and forming plans of useful
ness for t.he further advancement of the Redeemer's king
dom, when he was suddenly called to his eternal rest. 
Aft.er a day of more than usual exertion he retired soll'.e
what weary, but in his usual health. During the night he 
was taken seriously ill, grew rapidly worse, and died 
without a struggle in the early morning of December 17th, 
1881, in the fifty-fifth year of his age and the thirty-first 
of his ministry. 

WILLIAM SW ALLOW 

WAS born at Lound on May 17th, 1813. In early life 
he was brought to God under the ministry of the 
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Rev. W. 0. Booth, and soon afterwards began to call 
sinners to repentance. He became a candidate for the 
Wesleyan ministry in 1837, and from the beginning 
expressed a preference for the foreign work. In reply to 
the question asked that year by the mission secretaries, 
' Who will go to Western Africa? ' Mr. Swallow nobly 
responded, 'I will.' He was accordingly appointed to 
Macarthy's Island on the River Gambia, where the prP-sent 
writer had planted a new station a few years before. 
After spending two years in that unhealthy climate he 
returned home physically broken down; yet no sooner was 
his health in a measure restored than his love to Africa 
constrained him to offer himself again for the same station 
which he had previously occupied. He returned to the 
Gambia in 1840 and laboured for three years more at 
Macarthy's Island, where he exerted himself with com
mendable zeal and diligence to win souls for Christ, and to 
raise the degraded natives to a higher state of civilisation. 
His health having again become seriously impaired by 
repeated attacks of African fever, he finally left the mission 
:field and returned to England in 1843. From this time 
he laboured in the home work _with acceptance and 
success. 

Both at home and abroad Mr. Swallow was respected 
and beloved by the people among whom he laboured, and 
his faithful ministry was owned of God in the salvation 
of precious souls. His preaching was marked by plainness 
of speech, vigorous argument, and convincing power. As 
a pastor he was diligent, and as a colleague he was much 
beloved. He lived in an atmosphere of devotion, and was 
most transparent and conscientious in all his movements. 
His death was sudden and mysterious. Whilst stationed 
at Retford as a supernumerary minister he was accidentally 
drowned in the canal during the storm and darkness of a 
winter night. Testimony in a dying hour was conse
quently impossible, but his holy living bad long shown a 
state of constant readiness for the final change. This 
melancholy event occurred on December 20th, 1881, when 
Mr. Swallow was in the sixty-ninth year of his age and 
the forty-fifth of his ministry. 
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JOHN B. RICHARDSON, 

A NATIVE of Nottingham, was born in the year 1840. 
Favoured with godly parents, he soon gave evi

dence of being the subject of religious impressions, and at 
the age of sixteen fully decided for God. For some time 
he exercised his gifts with acceptance as a local preacher. 
Having decided to devote himself wholly to the work of 
the ministry, he was accepted as a probationer by the 
Conference of 1864. In response to an earnest request 
from New Zealand for additional missionaries Mr. 
Richardson was sent out, and in 1865 he was appointed to 
Timaru. In this and other Circuits he laboured with 
acceptance and success for several years. By his unwearied 
and faithful pastoral visitation he endeared himself to the 
hearts of the people, and by earnest ministry he won souls 
for Christ and built up the Church of God in every 
station he occupied. While he was devotedly beloved by 
the people among whom he laboured he was also held in 
the highest respect and affection by his ministerial 
brethren, as is endent by their electing him to the office 
of president in the year 1881, by a practically unanimous 
vote. He was a man of scholarly attainments, sound 
judgment, large benevolence, and deep piety. By the un
timely wreck of the steam ship Tara?"Ua, on board of which 
he was proceeding as representative to the General Con
ference in Adelaide in 1881 he lost his life, and the New 
Zealand Conference one of its most eminent and useful 
ministers. - · 

JOHN ARMITAGE 

W AS born in Leeds in the year 1834, and was favoured 
with religious instruction from his childhood, his 

parents being consistent members of the Primitive 
Methodist Society. At twelve years of age he gave his 
heart to God, and forthwith became united in Christian 
fellowship with his people. Anxious to do good to bis 
fellow men, he was soon engaged in the great work of 
preaching Christ according to the abilities which God bad 
given him. In 1860 he went out to New Zealand and 
settled in Christchurch, where he joined the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church, and laboured with acceptance as a class 
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leader and local preacher. Having resolved to devote 
himself more fully 'to ministerial work, in 1873 he became 
a home missionary at Leithfield. 1'wo years later he was 
accepted as a probationer by the Conference, and after
wards laboured with much earnestness, fidelity, and 
success in the Oamaru and Kaiapei Circuits. In 1879 he 
was appointed editor of the New Zealand Wesleyan, a 
position which he filled not only to the entire sat,isfaction 
of his brethren, but also to the profit and edification of the 
whole Methodist Church. As a preacher he was thought
ful and practical in his expositions of Divine truth ; as a 
Christian he was a living embodiment of the religion he 
taught ; and in his social life he was highly esteemed by 
a large circle of acquaintances. His untimely death 
occurred whilst walking in the path of duty marked out 
to him by the Church. He was drowned in the wreck of 
the steam ship Tararua when proceeding to the Adelaide 
General Conference as one of the New Zea.Iand representa
tives in 1881. 

JOHN LEWANA, 

A NATIVE of Ka:ffirland, was born about the year 
1831. Both his parents were heathens, his father 

being deeply degraded and a polygamist. WhilRt their 
Ron was yet a child they removed to Farmerfield, where 
they came under the saving power of the Gospel. The 
boy was sent to the mission school on the station ; and at 
the age of fifteen he experienced a decided change of heart, 
accompanied with a strung assurance of his acceptance with 
God through Christ, which never afterwards admitted of 
a doubt. From that hour he walked with God, and made 
creditable progress in religions knowledge. For several 
years he had the advantage of residence in the family of 
the Rev. G. Chapman, who encouraged and d,irected him 
in his studies. 'l'he Lord touched his heart and he became 
fully set upon preaching the Gospel to his fellow-country
men. 

Received as a probationer for the native ministry in 
1866, John Lewana laboured with devotion and accept
ance to the end of his course. His elevation to the 
ministry deepened bis humility, and his saintly character 
endeared him to the people among whom he laboured; 
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whilst his own brethren regarded him with peculiar aff~c
tion. He was a wise steward ; and as he moved from 
Circuit to Circuit his influence and usefulness increased ; 
the Churches were edified and many of the heathen were 
converted to God through his instrumentality. He suffered 
keenly from peculiar domestic affliction; but he bore his 
trial with an admirable spirit, which never for a moment 
faltered iu patient and tender devotion. 

His abundant public labours at length proved too 
much for his delicate frame, and symptoms of consumption 
were rapidly developed. When for the first time he 
realised that his ministry might soon close, he was seized 
.with great sorrow and darkness o-f mind; but the struggle 
was brief ; he found peace in perfect acquiescence in the 
Divine will. From that moment he patiently waited for 
his Lord. When he expressed his longing to attend the 
covenant service, and his superintendent endeavonred to 
dissuade him from the attempt, he said, ' 0 let me go 
once more, and i£ the Lord will I should be glad to go 
right up from the communion to heaven.' Rallying a 
little, he dictated a most affectionate letter to his brethren 
at the District meeting, in which he bade them farewell, 
and assured them that he was on the Rock. He passed 
peacefully away to his eternal rest on January 31st, 1882. 

WILLIAM SANDERS 

W AS born at Alconbury, Huntingdon, in the month 
of January, 1807. He was convinced of sin and 

brought to a saving knowledge of Christ in his youth, 
under the ordinary means of grace, and thereupon joined 
the Wesleyan Methodist Society in his native village. 
Having been accepted as a candidate for the Wesleyan 
ministry in 1835, he was constrained by the love of Christ 
to offer himself as a missionary to any part of the world 
to which he might be sent. He accordingly received an 
appointment to Sierra Leone, where he laboured for three 
years with commendable zeal and diligence, amid trial, 
affiictions, and bereavements known only to those who have 
resided in that sickly climate in which his lot was cast. 
Within the short space of two months his thl·ee colleagues 
were cut down, one after another, by malignant fe,er, 
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and he was left alone to carry on the work of God single
handed, as best he could. Nor was he himself exempt 
f-rom serious attacks of illness. More than once he was 
brought to the verge of the grave; but, in answer to 
prayer, he was raised up again and continued his arduous 
labours till the an·ival of reinforcements from England, 
when he returned home with bis health and constitution 
much shattered by repeated attacks of African fever. 

From the year 1838 Mr. Sanq.ers was employed in the 
home work, and occupied various Circuits with credit to 
himself and advantage to the cause in which he was 
engaged. He is described by those who knew him as 'a 
painstaking, unselfish, and holy man, abundant in good 
works, ready to live or die for his M~ster.' It is believed 
that under his plain, but pointed and powerful ministry, 
many souls were won to Christ both a!; home and abroad, 
who will be his joy anff·the crown of his rejoicing in the 
last great day. 

On retiring from Circuit work with enfeebled health 
in 1872, he gladly engaged in visiting the sick, leading a 
weekly class, occasional preaching, and such other pastoral 
work as his failing strength would permit, and was much 
respected by the people among whom he laboured. 
During ;his last illness, which was short, he was graciously 
,;ustained by the presence of his Saviour, but he often 
expressed a desire to depart and be with Him for ever. 
He died at Exeter on March 10th, 1882, in sure and cer
tain hope of a joyful resurrection to everl8$t.i.ng life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. · 

HENRY BLEBY. 

F EW misaionaries have been favoured to labour so long 
and so successfully in distant lands as the Rev. 

Henry Eleby. There were, moreoYer, some features in 
his character and career worthy of special notice and well 

. calculated to excite to diligence and zeal in the cause of 
God both at home and abroad. 

Mr. Bleby was born at Winchcombe on March 16th, 
1809. He was led to decision for Christ in the eighteenth 
year of his age; and soon after his conversion he began to 
work for God according to his ability and opportunities. 
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At the Conference of 1830 he was received into the Wes
leyan ministry ; and, after a short period of theological 
training, was sent out as a missionary to the West Indies. 
He arrived in Jamaica at an eventful period in the history 
of the negro race in the lands of their exile. The poor 
Rlaves were toiling and suffering in hope of emancipation, 
an Act having just passed the British parliament for the 
accomplishment of that desirable object. The missionaries 
were placed in circumstances of peculiar trial, being r-e
garded as the friends of freedom by the planters, who 
would gladly have kept the people ia bondage. They 
were constantly exposed to bitter persecution. Of this 
Mr. Bleby had his foll share, occupying as he did a pro
minent position among a noble band of men who counted 
not their lives dear unto themselves if they could but 
mitigate the sufferings of the poor slaves and prepare 
them for the happy change in their condition which had 
become inevitable. 

After he had been usefully and honourably engaged in 
the prosecution of his missionary duties iu Jamaica for 
nearly seventeen years, and had witnessed the ' death
struggles of slavery' and the advent of entire freedom, he 
returned to England with his health and constitution con
siderably impaired by the influence of a West Indian 
climate. The present writer stood by his side at the 
recognition of returned missionaries at the Hull Confer
ence in 1848, when the friends there were so pleased with 
his earnest address, that they invited him to the Waltham 
Street Circuit. After three years of 11,cceptable ·and useful 
labour in Hull, as the colleague of the Rev. Charles Prest, 
he accompanied his superintendent to City Road, London. 
He had spent two years in this, _the first Circuit of the 
Connexion, when he was i_nduced to resume his missionary 
labours in the West Indies, a portion of the wide field to 
which he was attached by many tender ties. 

Mr. Eleby embarked with his family for Antigua in 
1856, and in that island, and in Barbadoes, Demerara, and 
the Bahamas, he spent about twenty-six years; visiting 
America, and returning home at intervals to recruit his 
health. During this lengthened period of active service 
be occupied important and responsible positions as the 
superintendent of some of the largest Circuits in the 
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,vest Indies, and as chairman of the Bahama District. In 
every relation of life he commanded the respect and con
fidence of his brethren and the people among whom he 
laboured, as well as the general approval of the missionary 
committee; for when he differed from them in opinion he 
invariably received credit for his undaunted courage, 
unflinching integrity, and the purity of his motives. The 
following testimony was borne to his character by his 
ministerial brethren:-' Mr. Bleby's intellectual acumen 
and comprehensive Scriptural knowledge made him an 
able exponent of the written Word. Throughout his 
career he was exemplary and successful in his work. His 
ministry was characterised by lucidity of expression, com
prehensiveness -0f t,eaching, and much spiritual power. 
His various publications have contributed by their graphie 
and stirring narratives to disseminate, much information 
respecting the West India Islands.' 

In 1878 the enfeebled health of Mr. Eleby necessitated 
his final return to England. On retiring from the full 
work of the ministry and taking the position of a super
numerary, it was a pleasure to him to employ his remaining 
time and strength in such services for his beloved Master 
as he was able to perform. It was not long, however, that 
he was thus permitted to labour. He was called away 
somewhat suddenly, being seized with paralysis, from 
which he never recovered. On May 22nd, 1882, he 
peacefully passed away to his eternal rest. He died at 
Bristol in the seventy-fourth year of his age and the fifty
second of his ministry. 

FREDERICK M. WEBSTER, M.A., 

W AS a zealous and promising young missionary, 
whose course of foreign service was soon and 

mysteriously terminated. He was born at Kingstown, 
Ireland, in the year 1855 ; and inherited the priceless 
blessing of a godly parentage. It was in connection with 
special services held by Messrs. Moody and Sankey that 
he was convinced of sin and brought to a saving know
ledge of the truth. He was at that time an undergraduate 
of Dublin University. After taking hilil degree, he offered 
himself to the Irish Conference for foreign mission work. 
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Having been accepted after the usual examinations he was 
sent to the Richmond College where he spent two years. 
At the Conference of 1878 he received an appointment to 
Ceylon, and forthwith embarked for his distant station. 
On arriving at Jaffna he entered upon the educational 
work, to which he was specially designated, in the true 
missionary spirit, and his friends anticipated for him a 
long and useful career. 

Mr. Webster's great ambition was to be a true mis
sionary, and most diligently did he apply himself to the 
acquisition of the Tamil language to fit himself for the 
work. From year to year he passed his examinations in the 
vernacular with credit. He was at the same time remark
able for the consistency of his life and the earnestness of 
his preaching. Although his constitution was apparently 
good, a slight cold which he caught speedily developed 
into consumption. He was recommended by his ·medical 
attendant to try the climate of Australia, but did not long 
survive the voyage. Soon after his arrival in Brisbane, 
Queensland, he became worse, and peacefully passed away 
in sleep on June 26th, 1882, in the twenty-seventh year of 
his age and the fourth of his ministry. 

JAMES SUCH. 

BORN in London in the year 1811,the Rev.James Such 
was favoured with pious parents who trained him 

up in the knowledge and fear of God. It was not till he 
had reached the seventeenth year of his age, however, that 
he experienced a genuine change of heart. Soon after his 
conversion he manifested an earnest desire to do all in his 
power for the spiritual good of those around him. Having 
laboured for some time with acceptance as a local preacher, 
in 1835 he became a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry. 
His interest in the missionary enterprise led him to offer 
himself for the foreign work; and, on being accepted, he 
received an appointment to Tasmania, where he laboured 
with commendable zeal and diligence for two or th.ree 
years, notwithstanding the trials and difficulties through 
which he was called to pass. 

In consequence of domestic bereavement, in 1840 Mr. 
Such returned to England, and henceforth his ministerial 
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labours were confined to the home work. He was esteemed 
and beloved in the various Circuits which he occupied, 
and his earnest efforts to win souls for Christ were not in 
vain in the Lord. He is described by those who knew 
him i1~.timately, as 'intelligent., straightforward, and un
obtrus1Ye; a devout lover of Methodism, an assiduous 
student of Holy Scripture,-an Israelite indeed in whom 
there was no guile.' His sermons were carefully prepared, 
and consisted mainly of faithful expositions of the Word 
of God. In 1868 he was obliged by the failure of his 
health to retire from active work and take the position of 
o supernumerary. The last six years of his life were years 
af great affliction, borne without a murmur. His blessed 
sense of the Saviour's presence continued unclouded to the 
end. He died suddenly in London on July 7th, 1882, in 
the seventy-first year of his age and tbe forty-seventh of 
his ministry. 

JOHN L. BLEBY, 

THE son of the Rev. Henry Bleby, was born in Jamaica 
on January 20th, 1843. He was educated at New 

Kingswood School, and Wesley College, Sheffield, where 
he showed considerable mental ability and aptitude for 
learning. He gave his heart to God in early life, and at 
the age of sixteen became a member of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church. Shortly after his conversion he went 
to Barbadoes, where his devoted father was labouring as a 
missionary; and to that father's training, example, and 
prayers he was greatly indebted. He entered the ministry 
in 1862, and his career as a missionary in the West Indies 
was eminently energetic and effective. During eleven 
years he occupied important stations, chiefly in Demerara 
and Jamaica, with credit to himself and advantage to the 
work in which he was engaged. Every charge entrusted 
to him improved numerically, spiritually, and financially 
during his appointment; and he was esteemed and beloved 
by his brethren in the ministry and by the people among 
whom he laboured. 

In 1873 Mr. Bleby returned to England on account of 
the failure of bis health. On bis recovery he entered the 
home work, and for several years occupied important 
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Circuits in England, where he won the confidence and 
affection of his co1leagues and the people genera1Iy. His 
ministry was rendered peculiarly acceptable by his ac
knowledged ability, and especially by his genial and 
sympathetic nature, which gave him great influence a,i a 
pastor and friend. His preaching waB characterised by 
clearness of exposition, variety, and aptness of illustration, 
faithfulness of application, and unique simplicity of style. 
His habitual tone of mind was that of deep spirituaMy 
and •seriousness, combined with Christian cheerfulness, 
and his prayers were full of holy unction and power. In 
business matters he was exceedingly neat and methodical, 
and as_a colleague he was invaluable. 

The final summons came to this faithful servant of God 
somewhat suddenly; but he was found prepared. During 
his appointment to Darlington he went on a visit to 
Plymouth, and whilst there he was seized with serious 
illness, which baffled the skill of the physician, and he 
peacefully passed away to his eternal rest on August 20th, 
1882, in the fortieth year of his age and the twentieth of 
his ministry. 

THOMAS HODSON. 

THE Rev. T. Hodson was a man of more than ordinary 
ability, and his long and useful career as a mission

ary in foreign lands presents to our view many points of 
interest. Re was born at Searle, in Lincolnshire, in the 
year 1802. When about twenty years of age he gave 
himself fully to God, and soon afterwards began to preach. 
He was accepted as a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry 
by the Conference of 1829 ; and, offering himself for the 
foreign work, he received an appointment to Calcutta. 
After four years of earnest self-denying labour the Calcutta 
mission, not yielding the results that were expected, was 
for the timebeing relinquished, and in 1833 Mr. Hodson 
was transferred to Bangalore to inaugurate a Canarese 
branch of the work. In this he succeeded admirably, as 
he did also in the educational department of the mission, 
to which he devoted himself with commendable diligence. 
In after years he laboured with acceptance and success in 
Goobbee and the city of Mysore, where he enjoyed the 
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fa,_,-our and friendship of the rajah or reigning native 
pnnce, who manifested a deep interest in the missionaries 
and their work. 

In 1843 Mr. Hodson was compelled through failing 
health to return to England ; and on his recovery he 
entered the home work. For ten years he occupied im
portant English Circuits with credit to himself· and 
advantage to the work in which he was engaged. In 
1853 he again sailed for India, calling at the Cape of 
Good Hope, wh~re the present writer had pleasant Christ
ian intercourse with him for a few days. From this time 
he pursued his labours in Bangalore and Mysore, the scenes 
of his former toils, for nearly a quarter of a century. 
Dnring this period he had charge of the Mysore District 
as chairman and general superintendent. In this im
portant and responsible office Mr. Hodson became much 
endeared to the younger missionaries and the people of 
his charge generally; and, by his prudent foresight in 
securing suitable sites for new chapels ancl school-houses, 
and otherwise exerting himself for the extension of the 
work, he did good service for the mission ; ~md his name 
will long be cherished in Bangalore by those who were 
benefited by his labours. 

In the month of March, 1878, fairly worn out with 
incessant toil and enfeebled by advancing years, Mr. 
Hodson was obliged finally to take leave of India, which 
he loved so well ; and at the following Conference he 
became a supernumerary, fixing his residence at Mansfield, 
where the remainder of his days were spent in such 
pastoral labours as his diminished strength would permit. 
He was characterised by a manly bearing, and possessed a 
bright and cheerful temperament. He was conscientiously 
upright and straightforward in all his dealings with his 
brethren and his fellow-men, and in all things he adorned 
the doctrine of God his Savio11r. His manifest aim in 
preaching was to do good, and his discourses were refresh
ing and invigorating. During his last illness he was 
graciously supported by the presence of God, whom he 
had served so long and so faithfully. The night before 
he died he often exclaimed, 'My Saviour, my Jesus!' 
He then quietly fell asleep, and his redeemed spirit passed 
away to be for ever with the Lord on September 9th, 1882, 
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in the eighty-first year of his :age and the fifty-fourth 
of his ministry. 

JAMES EACOTT. 

BORN of godly parents in the year 1805, at Chaddle-
worth, Berks., the Rev. J. Eacott was favoured 

above many. He consequently became the subject of 
religious impressions in early life, and joined the Wesleyan 
Methodist Society in 1823. It was not till three years 
afterwards, however, that he believed with his heart unto 
righteousness and obtained peace with God through faith 
in Christ. Soon afterwards he began to preach, and such 
was his success that he was encouraged to offer himself as 
a candidate for the full work of the ministry. He was 
accepted by the Conference of 1835, and expressing a 
preference for the foreign work, after labouring two years 
at home he received an appointment as a missionary to the 
West Indies. He entered upon his work there when the 
poor negroes were just emerging from their long night of 
bondage, and during the transition period from slavery to 
perfect freedom. He manifested a beautiful combination 
of zeal, sympathy, discretion, and firmness, which did 
much to sustain the people of his charge under numerous 
trials, and to prepare them for the approaching happy 
change in their social position. For eleven years, at this 
eventful period, he laboured with acceptance and success in 
the Antigua and the Bahamas Districts, and by his kind and 
genial manner he became much endeared to his ministerial 
brethren and to the people generally. 

In 1848 Mr. Eacott returned to England with his 
health considerably impaired by his earnest labours in a 
tropical climate. On his recovery he entered the home 
work; and, as the superintendent of several important 
Circuits, he discharged his duties with fidelity and dili
gence. Above all he was a preacher of the Gospel. By 
diligent study he had stored his mind with doctrinal and 
practical theology ; his addresses were tender and per
suasive, and God put the seal of fruitfulness upon his 
labours. 

The ministerial course of Mr. Eacott was eminentlv 
peaceful and happy. His contentment and trustfulness 
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were increasingly manifest in the closing years of his life. 
At the age of seventy-four he was compelled by paralyRis 
to desist from active service. For several months he was 
physically helpless, and a,t times speechless; but always 
calm and cheel"ful. When he no longer knew the members 
of his family he recognised his Saviour's words, and 
rRsponded with a hea1·ty Amen to the pra.yers offered. 
Ready to depart, he expressed his faith in the atoning 
blood; ' So freely shed for me,-for me,'-he exclaimed, 
and his last utterance was, 'I shall soon be in heaven.' 
He died at Leicester on October 25th, 1882, in the 
seventy-seventh year of his age and the forty-seventh of 
his ministry. 

PHILIP BA.KER 

WAS a native of Sark, one of the Channel Islands. 
His parents being devoted members of the 

Wesleyan Methodist Society he was favoured with a 
religious training, which led to his early conversion. 
He began to preach when quite a youth; and having 
offered himself as a candidate for the Christian ministry, 
he was sent to the Lausanne Theological Institution, where 
he spent three years of diligent study to prepare for the 
great work to which he believed himself to be called of 
God. Being designated to the French work his fi~t 
station was Ronen, where he laboured earnestly in the 
midst of persecution and other trials to win souls for 
Christ, and to estq,blish a Methodist Society. Thence he 
removed to Honfleur, where he also toiled with charac
teristic zeal and devotion, dividing his time equally 
between the town and the shipping in the harbour. In 
this work he was much blessed. Besides forming the 
nucleus of a French Society, he was cheered by seeing 
about one hundred sailors give their hearts to God. 

In 1882 Mr. Baker was appointed as a missionary to 
Hayti, his knowledge of the French language and other 
qualifications rendering him specially adapted for that 
station. During his passage out he sought every oppor
tunity for speaking to his fellow-passengers for their 
spiritual good, and it is believed that his labour was not 
in vain in the Lord. Immediately after his arrival at 
Port-au-Prince in the month of October, he threw himself 



Robert Newton Portrey. 395 

into the work of the mission with a measure of zeal and 
diligence truly commendable, and which gave promise of the 
most blessed results. But in the mysterious providence 
of God, his life was cut short by yellow fever, which was 
at that time prevalent in the island. He died in great 
peace on November 8th, 1882, in the twenty-ninth year of 
his age and the sixth of his ministry, after an illness of 
only five days. 

Mr. Baker was a man of much prayer and strong faith 
in God. As a preacher h,e was plain and practical. His 
appeals were directed more to the heart than to the 
intellect; but his sermons were always carefully prepared 
and delivered with unction. He was gentle, amiable, and 
good, and his deportment was straightforward and upright. 
During his last illness, even when his pain was most 
intense, he exhibited much patience and meek submission 
to the will of his Heavenly Father, that his eminently 
happy death was said by those who witnessed it to be 
'more powerful and impressive th.i,n any sermon he ever 
preached.' 

ROBERT NEWTON PORTREY, 

THE youngest son of the Rev. Joseph Portrey, was born 
at Belper, September 12th, 1856. He was early led 

to seek the Lord, and found peace with God when eleven 
years of age. He entered the ministry in 1877; and iu 
accordance with his strong desire, was designated to the 
foreign department of the work. His first appointment 
was to Calais at the Conference of 1878. After two years 
of faithful and energetic toil in France he re-entered the 
English work, and was appointed to Louth, in Lincoln
shire, where he won golden opinions by his genial, loving 
spirit, and by his earnest efforts to advance the interests 
of the Redeemer's kingdom. 

The spirit of heroic ardour which prompted :Mr. 
Portrey to offer himself for the work abroad never slum
bered, and when the call came from Hayti, then decimated 
by disease, with a holy eagerness he responded to the call. 
He sailed for the West Indies in October, 1882; and im
mediately on reaching Cape Haytien commenced his 
labours in the true missionary spirit. But the :Maste1· 
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accepting the intentions of His servant, suffered him to 
work only for a very short time in the foreign field before 
He called him to enter upon his great reward. Scarcely 
two months after landing he was stricken down by yellow 
fev-er. During his short, illness he exhorted those around 
him to trust in Christ, and joined in hymns of praise, 
which weeping friends were singing round his bed. He 
spoke of his soul as being illuminated by the Sun of 
Righteousness, and exclaimed a few hours before he died, 
'The Sun will never set for me.' He passed peacefully 
away on December 8th, 1882, just a month after his friend 
and fellow-voyager, Mr. Baker, had been released from his 
labours in the same sudden and mysterious manner. 

Mr. Portrey is described by those who knew him per
sonally as a young missionary of more than ordinary 
ability and promise. His attractive ministry drew crowds 
to hear him; and his industry as a pastor, and his attention 
to the educational requirements of the locality, during the 
brief period of his sojourn at Cape Haytien, were above 
all praise. Hence the grief and disappoiutment of the 
people at his early removal, and the deep sympathy which 
they manifested £or his bereaved widow, who returned to 
England soon after the funeral of her devoted husband. 

HENRY H. GAUD, 

A NATIVE of Devonport, where he was born in the 
year 1811, was the son of Methodist parents, and as 

such he received an early religious training. As the 
result of this he grew up in the knowledge and fear of. 
God, and was mercifully preserved in childhood and youth 
from the gross outward sins into which many unhappily 
fall. At the age of eighteen he was truly converted to 
God, and became a consistent member of the Methodist 
Church. Being constrained by the love of Christ he 
began at once to work for God according to his ability and 
opportunity. Entering the Sabbath school he became an 
active and efficient teacher, and continued to labour in 
this capacity for several years. Visiting his uncle, the 
late Rev. Thomas Payne, he was induced to attempt to 
preach, and succeeded so well that in 1835 he offered him
self as a candidate for the ministry ; and after passing 
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with credit the usual examinations he was accepted by the 
Conference. During the next four years he was employed 
in several English Circuits, where his ministry was most 
acceptable and successful. 

In the year 1839, having offered himself foi- the foreign 
work, Mr. Gaud received an appointment as a missionary 
to Tasmania. In this important and interesting colony he 
laboured for thirteen years with zeal and perseverance 
amid many difficulties. He was sometimes placed in con
siderable danger from wicked and violent men, but he had 
the satisfaction of knowing that his ministry was success
ful in reforming some and restraining many. He subse
quently removed to New South Wales, where he laboured 
happily and successfully at Parramatta and other place~ 
for several years. In 1867 be was elected president of the 
Australasian Conference, the duties of which he performed 
to the entire satisfaction of his brethren, as he had pre
viously done those of chairman of a District. 

In 1875 failing health compelled Mr. Gaud to-retire 
from the full work of the ministry and take the position 
of a supernumerary. He resided at Parramatta, where he 
rendered such services as his health would permit, preach
ing nearly every Sabbath for eight years. At length the 
end came. His last illness was short, but severe ; during 
which he was_ graciously supported by the presence and 
blessing of God. Having repeatedly expressed his un
wavering confidence in the atonement, he peacefully passed 
away to be for ever with the Lord, in the seventy-second 
year of his age and the forty-seventh of his ministry. He 
died in the year 1882. 

R. ARUMEINAYAGAM. 

BORN in the year 1841, in a village near Tanjore, India, 
the Rev. R. Arumeinayagam was a fine specimen of 

the fruit of missionary labour. During his early life he 
was connected with the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel, and served the mission as a teacher for three years. 
Being anxious to become a preacher of the Gospel he 
joined the Wesleyan Methodist Society in 1864, and was 
sent to labour as a catechist at N egapatam and other 
stations. He was accepted as a candidate for the Wesleyan 
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ministry in the year 1873, and ordained in 1877. As 11,· 

stu<lent he was diligent and extremely methodical in his 
habits, and as a preacher he bestowed great pains on his 
preparation for the pulpit, striving earrrnstly to interest 
an<l instruct those who heard him. His pastoral duties 
he fulfilled with affection and conscientiousness. While 
labouring in the Madras North Circuit in the year 1882 
he was visited by an illness which proved to be but the 
<levelopment of a malady from which he had long suffered. 
Afterwards he removed to Trichinopoly, where after a 
time of great suffering he died on March 12th, 1883, with 
an unfaltering faith in Christ, in the forty-third year of 
his age and the tenth of his ministry. 

ARTHUR W. NIGHTINGALE, 

SON of the Rev. Charles Nightingale, was born at 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, December 28th, 1850. He 

gave his heart to God in early life and soon afterwards 
began to preach in the Guernsey Circuit. In 1872 he 
became a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry and was 
accepted for foreign mission work. After speniling two 
years at Richmond College he was, in 1874, appointed to 
the Wuchang District, China. On arriving at his distant 
station he addressed himself with zeal aud diligence to the 
study of the difficult language and soon began to exercise 
his ministry among the Chinese. After some three or 
four years' work his health became seriously affected, and 
in 1880 he returned to England for a much-needed change. 
He derived great benefit from this visit home ; and on his 
return to China, in 1881, he appeared so strong and robust 
that prolonged service ~as look~d for fro~ him ~n the 
work to which he re-dedicated hunself, and m which he 
was both happy and useful. But in His all-wise provi
dence God ordered it otherwise. In the month of April, 
1883, he was unexpectedly prostrated by a serious attack 
of malarial fever, and so rapid was the progress of the 
maligna11.t disease that he finished his course on the 25th 
of that month, in the thirty-third year of his age and the 
tenth of his ministry. Unconscious for some days before 
his death, he left no dying testimony of triumph over the 
last enemy; but the simplicity, earnestness, and con-
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Ristency of his Christian faith and character rendered this 
unnecessary. 

Mr. Nightingale is described by his surviving brethren 
as an affectionate friend, a faithful colleague, and a dili
gent and sympathetic pastor. As an English preacher he 
was clear, earnest, and forcible, and was made a blessing 
to many. 'l'he same characteristics and similar success 
marked his preaching in Chinese ; and the impressions of 
his life and work on the hearts of those to whom he 
ministered will not soon pass away. 

HILTON CHEESBROUGH. 

THE Rev. H. Cheesbrough was favoured to fulfil a 
long and honourable course of foreign service. He 

was born at Barnard Castle on August 10th, 1810, and 
brought up in connection with the Established Church. 
But when about eighteen years of a,ge he was induced to 
attend the Wesleyan Chapel, and under the Word there 
preached he was brought to a saving knowledge of the 
truth. After a season of deep distress he found peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. He commenced 
at once to use his gifts in the service of God, and in due 
time he was induced to offer himself for the full work of 
the ministry. By the Conference of 1834 he was appointed 
to the West Indies, being one of eighteen additional mis
sionaries sent out that year to prepare the way fo_r the 
approaching emancipation of the negro slaves. It was 
when on his way to his distant station that the present 
writer became personally acquainted with him, and learned 
to esteem him very highly in love- for his works' sake, and 
for his many amiable qualities. For fourteen years he 
did good service in the islands of Antigua, Nevis, St. 
Eustatius, St. Ki.tt's, and St. Martin's, till in 1848 he was 
compelled by domestic affliction and failing health to 
return to England. 

After a year's rest at home, and three years' work at 
Gibraltar, Mr. Cheesbrough resumed his missionary 
labours in the West Indies, being appointed chairman and 
general superintendent of the Bahamas District at the 
Conference of 1852. He resided chiefly at Nassau, New 
Providence, but frequently visited the out-lying islands of 
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his District to inspect the schools and Circuits committed 
to his care. For sixteen years he discharged the important 
duties of his office with credit to himself and advantage 
to the cause in which he was engaged. He was an able 
and eloquent preacher, a wise administrator, and a kind 
and sympathetic pastor. Jn his general intercourse with 
men he was manly and straightforward, giving the im
pression of great strength and self-reliance. Among his 
brethren and intimate friends he was always genial, 
affable, and free. 

In the year 1872 Mr. Cheesbrough's health completely 
failed, and he was compelled to retire from the full work 
nf the ministry. On becoming a. supernumerary be 
removed to Canada, where for a few years he rendered 
such service as his diminished strength would permit. In 
the summer of 1881 he crossed the .Atla.ntic to attend the 
Conference in Liverpool, intending to return to his trans
atlantic home before winter ; but the death of a beloved son, 
speedily followed bytbe death of an equally beloved daughter 
at Blackburn, detained him in this country till the follow
ing spring. He journeyed from Blackburn to Liverpool 
on bis way to Canada in .April, 1883; but while waitmg 
for the vessel to sail he was seized with illness, and 
QT!l.dually became worse till May 17th, when he sweetly 
fell asleep in Jesus, in the seventy-third year of his age 
and the forty-ninth of his ministry. 

GEORGE .A. FR.AZER, 

A NATIVE of Nassau, ~as born at New Providence in 
the year 1838, but in early life he removed to Hon 

duras, where he was led to attend the Wesleyan Chapel, 
and to consecrate himself to the service of God. He be
came a Sunday-school teacher and a local preacher, and in 
both capacities he was eminently successful. Believing 
that he was called to the full work of the ministry, he 
offered himself as a candidate for the sacred office, and 
was accepted by the Conference of 1881. From the 
commencement of his course he laboured to become ' a 
workman that needed not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth.' The result was seen in sermons care-
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fully thought out, intensely practical, and full of spiritual 
life. 

The island of Ruatan was the principal scene of Mr. 
Frazer's brief ministerial career. Writing from that place 
under date of April 28th, 1883, among other things he 
says, 'This is a new sphere of labour, but, with the 
exception of the Rev. Messrs. Webb and SykeA, who 
ministered here from 1855 to 1868, no other European 
missionary has been able, on account of failing health, to 
stay the usual time ; so that the island can scarcely be 
said to have had a fair amount of missionary labour. We 
have five stations in Ruatan, and the adjacent islands of 
Utilla and Bonaceo look for quarterly visits from us, which 
renders the work somewhat arduous. My health is very 
bad at present, but receiving help from the Strong One, I 
am hoping to finish up my third year in this Circuit.' 

This hope was scarcely realised, for almost immediately 
after sending off this his last letter to the missionary com
mittee he became worse, and after suffering for a short 
time with much patience and entire resignation to the will 
of God, calmly awaiting the coming of his Lord, he slept 
in Jesus in the forty-fifth year of his age and the third of 
his ministry. 

WILLIAM J. DAVIS, 

A NATIVE of Salisbury, was born in the year 1810; 
and being blessed with pious parents who were 

devoted members of the Wesleyan Methodist Society, he 
was favoured with a genuine religious training which 
issued in his early conversion to God. Having been 
Divinely called to preach the Gospel he offered himself for 
the missionary department of the work : and at the Con
ference of 1831 he received an appointment to South 
Africa. He soon proved his fitness for pioneer work by a 
ready acquisition of the somewhat difficult Kaffi.r language 
and a thorough knowledge of the native character. Amidst 
frequent wars and tribal changes he laboured with faith
ful diligence, enduring hardness as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ. His ability and success gave him a leading place 
amongst the heroic men whose successful labours have 
resulted in. the establishment of prosperous mission 

2 D 
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Churches in Kaffirland and other parts of the country. In 
founding mission stations, in establishing schools, in 
developing a native ministry, and in preaching to the 
heathen, his skill, courage, and faith never failed. His 
services also in connection with the formation of Kaffi.r 
literature was of special value. His publication of a 
grammar and the first dictionary in that language greatly 
facilitated the labours of his successors. 'He was an 
earnest, brave man, of resolute will ; occasionally some
what stern in manner and warm in debate ; but exquisitely 
tender in feeling for others, steadfast in friendship, and 
loving and thoughtful as a father. He was much esteemed 
and beloved in all the relations of life.' 

After forty-five years of varied service in the mission 
field, his hitherto robust health failing, he returned to 
England and retired as a supernumemry in 1876. The 
later years of his life were shadowed by the death of his 
devoted wife who for thirty-eight years had cheered and 
sustained him amid the perils and trials of his eventful 
life. Having returned to South Africa, where he had a 
son engaged in mis8ion work, he finished his course of 
happy and hallowed toil near to the place where it was 
commenced. .After a brief but severe illness he peacefully 
entered into rest in all the confidence of Christian faith 
and hope, at Graham's Town, on June 10th, 1883, in the 
seventy-third year of his age, and the fifty-second of his 
ministry. 

JOHN A. BAILIE, 

B ORN in London in the year 1816. When only four 
years of age he was taken by his parents to the 

Cape of Good Hope, to which colony they emigrated with 
many others who wished to better their condition by 
removing to a foreign land. The family was located in 
Lower Albany, in the eastern province, where John grew 
up with no religious advantages. When he had arrived at 
the age of fifteen an apparently trivial circumstance 
awakened him to a sense of his state and danger as a 
sinner, and under the influence of his brother Charles, 
who had previously begun to serve t,he Lord, he was 
brought to a saving knowledge of the truth. The two 
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brothers began at once to read and pray with their neigh
bours, and ere long succeeded in fitting up a room as a 
place of wor11hip, there being no church or chapel in that 
po.rt of the country. In these efforts to do good to their 
fellow-colonists they were notieed and encouraged by the 
Rev. William Shaw and other missionaries. John's name 
was put upon the local preachers' plan by the Rev. W. J. 
Shrewsbury, and for several years he laboured acceptably 
and usefully in that capacity. 

During the Kaffir war which broke out in 1834 Messrs. 
C. and J. Bailie were called to take up arms in defence of 
themselves and their family. Charles was massacred when 
on patrol by the enemy, and the place where he was buried 
in the wilderness is known to this day as 'Bailie's grave.' 
John being engaged as a writer in the commissariat office 
escaped with his life, and at the close of the war returned 
home in safety. 

In 1845 John was induced to offer himself as a candi
date for the Wesleyan ministry; and being accepted, he 
was sent to supply a vacancy in the Cape of Good Hope 
District, where I had the pleasure of becoming personally 
acquainted with him, and of labouring with him for ten 
years. At different intervals Mr. Bailie was stationed at 
Khamiesberg in Little Namaqualand, at Nisbet Bath, in 
Great Namaqualand, at Cape Town, Wynberg, Simon's 
Town, and Somerset West. At most of these stations I 
visited him to inspect his work, as general superintendent 
of the District, always with pleasure and satisfaction. 
For the long period of thirty-eight years he proved him
self to be a pious, plodding, painstaking, and faithful 
missionary. His evangelical, plain, and pointed preaching, 
pastoral diligence, ripe experience, and medical skill were 
made a great blessing not only to the people of his own 
charge, but also to the inhabitants in general in the neigh
bourhood of his respective stations. He was possessed of 
a fund of anecdote and a spice of humour and geniality 
which made him a truly pleasant friend and companion, 
and the happy hours which I spent in his company both 
in the interior and in the colony are now remembered with 
chastened pleasure and satisfaction. 

Mr. Bailie was possessed of a good constitution and 
great powers of physical endurance; but he exerted hiru-
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self to the utmost of his strength in the work of the Lord. 
At length his health gave way, and after suffering £or a 
few weeks, during which he was graciously supported by 
the presence of the Saviour, he was called to rest from his 
labours on June 20th, 1883, in the sixty-eighth year of his 
age and the thirty-eighth of his ministry. 

JOHN HOBBS, 

BORN in the year 1800, was a ' man of Kent' ; and if 
there be anything in a noble physique, and a yigorous 

manly independence of character, he wore right worthily 
the honours of such a name. He was descended from a 
good old Puritan stock. His father was admitted into the 
Methodist Society by John Wesley himself, and was for 
some time employed as on~ of his lay preachers. John 
Hobbs was soundly converted to God when sixteen years 
of age, and abont four years afterwards he was moved to 
go out to Tasmania to try and ameliorate the spiritual 
condition of the degraded convict population. · Soon after 
his arrival there he yielded to the urgent request of the 
Rev. Messrs. N. Turner and B. Carvosso to offer himself 
as an accredited agent of the Wesleyan Missionary Society. 
His offer was accepted and he was appointed to New Zea
land, along with Mr. Turner. He arrived at his destination 
in the month of August, 1823, so that at the time of his 
death nearly sixty years had elapsed since he first landed 
at the Bay of Islands. 

If the history of those sixty years were written it 
would present to our view a scene of toils and triumphs, 
joys and sorrows, sufferings and privations, which might 
well quicken our interest in the glorious missionary enter
prise. Suffice it to say that Mr. Hobbs took an active 
and prominent part in the founding of the New Zealand 
Wesleyan Misi;;ion. When the first station at W angaroa 
was attacked by the savage natives, the houses burnt, and 
the inmates driven from their humble home, he bore his 
full share of the sufferings and privations which devolved 
upon the mission family, and rendered valuable aid by his 
energy and zeal to its more helpless members. And when 
the work was resumed in more peaceful times, by his 
superior skill as an artisan printer, and preacher of the 
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Gospel, he helped forward the enterprise in a manner 
worthy of the highest commendation. He Apoke the Maori 
language like a native, and no other missionary or Euro
pean had more influence with the chiefs and leading men 
than he. Hence he was often referred to both by the 
officers of the English government and the Maori chiefa 
in times of war and commotion, and by his peaceful and 
wise counsels he was the means of averting many a 
threatened danger and of promoting the temporal and 
spiritual welfare of all classes of the community. 

Mr. Hobbs remained at his post of duty in New Zealand 
all those years without ever revisiting England or asking 
for a furlough for health or pleasure for more than half-a. 
century. At length he was fairly worn out with incessant 
toil, and being afflicted with deafness he was obliged to 
retire from the full work of the ministry and take the 
position of a supernumerary. Even in this capacity he 
rendered all the aid he could, till he was entirely laid aside 
by advancing years and increasing infirmities. He was 
released from his sufferings, and peacefully entered into 
the rest which remains for the people of God, on Sunday 
evening, June 24th, 1883, in the eighty-third year of his 
age and the sixtieth of his ministry. 

THOM.AS BUDDLE, 

I N t,he strength of his convictions, the warmth of his 
emotions, and the robust earnestne:ss of his religious 

life, was a characteristic product of North of England 
Methodism. He was born in the year 1812 in the city of 
Durham. His parents were Episcopalians, but a sermon 
he heard in the Wesleyan Chapel having been blessed to 
his conversion, at the age of seventeen he gladly cast in 
his lot wit.h the people called Methodists. His capacity 
for work was soon recognised, and after labouring for 
some time as a leader and local preacher, in 1835 he was 
received by the Conference as a probationer for the Wes
leyan ministry. Having spent four years in English 
Circuits, at the Conference of 1839 he was ordained, and 
formed one of a band of six young ministers who were 
appointed to reinforce the New Zealand mission. 

After a dreary voyage of nine months, Mr. Buddle and 
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his fellow-travellers arrived in safety at their destination, 
and the devoted missionary addressed himself to the work 
which was before him in a manner which gave promise of 
a prosperous future. He soon learned the Maori language, 
and earnestly preached the Gospel to the natives in their 
own tongue. He also took a lively interest in the educa
tion and social elevation of the people. For several years 
he occupied the important position of principal of an 
institution for the training of native teachers and preach
ers, whilst at the same time he occupied a seat in the 
senate of the New Zealand University. When the troub
lous times came connected with European emigration and 
the Maori war, Mr. Buddle exerted himself to the utmost 
in the inte,resti of peace and justice, and was respected and 
trusted by all parties. The 'journeyings oft' which his 
work demanded involved great fatigue and hardship, and 
on two occasions he was in imminent peril of his life ; 
once by the upsetting of a canoe, and a.gain by the wreck 
of a schooner. 

Mr. Buddle was elected to the presidency of the 
.Australasian Conference in 1863; and when, in 1874, a 
further development had taken place in the Methodism of 
the Southern World, and the colonies were divided into 
fonr Annual Conferences, he was unanimously elected 
to the cha.ir of the first New Zealand Conference. In 
these and other important positions which he occupied at 
different times, he gave entire satisfaction to his brethren 
and to the Church at large, by his undoubted ability, the 
kindness of his manner, and his entire devotion to the 
best interests of the Church. 

In 1882 Mr. Buddle found it necessary to retire from 
the full work of the ministry, and take the position of a 
supernumerary. He settled at Auckland, and was antici
pating a calm and peaceful eventide in the midst of his 
numerous grown-up family, after a long and laborious day, 
when he was overtaken by his last brief illness. On Sunday 
morning, June 17th, 1883, he preached what proved to be 
his last sermon. On his way home he was seized with a 
fainting fit and fell down by the roadside. From this he 
recovered somewhat, but on the 2!'\th he had another 
attack, and just after hearing of the death of his friend 
Mr. Hobbs the night before, he suddenly passed away to 
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his eternal rest in the seventy-first year of his age and the 
forty-eighth of his ministry. 

EDW .A.RD SPR.A. TT 

W AS born at Scamblesby, in Lincolnshire, on May 
llth, 1830. From early childhood he was the 

subject of religious impressions, but it was not till the 
nineteenth year of his life that he yielded himself in peni
tent trustfulness to the Saviour and became the conscious 
possessor of pardon and peace. In 1851 he became a local 
preacher in the Horn.castle Circuit, and after five years of 
willing and acceptable service in this capacity he offered 
himself as a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry and was 
accepted by the Conference of 1856. Being designated 
for the foreign work he soon afterwards embarked for the 
West Indies, his first appointment being to Demerara. In 
the British Guiana and St. Vincent's Districts he laboured 
with acceptance and success for ten years, being much 
respected and beloved on all his stations both by his 
brethren in the ministry and the people of his charge. 

In 1866 Mr. Spratt was obliged to return to England 
for surgical treatment of a throat complaint which had 
been a source of trouble to him for some time. After two 
years of enforced silence he was again appointed to the 
West Indies, and as health improved he occupied various 
stations in the Honduras and Jamaica Districts for four
teen years, till called to his eternal rest in a somewhat 
painful and mysterious manner. In the course of a journey 
on horseback to attend his Circuit quarterly meeting in 
the month of June, 1883, his horse stumbled, causing him 
to fall heavily, and inflicting upon him such an injury, 
that after a few hours of much suffering he passed away 
to be for ever with the Lord, in the fifty-fourth year of his 
age and the twenty-seventh of his ministry. With his 
dying breath he exhorted those around him to live to God 
that they might meet him in heaven. 

There were many traits in the character of this dear ser
vant of God which call fora passing notice . .As a preacher he 
delighted to dwell on themes immediately connected with 
Christ and His atoning work, earnestly urging sinners to 
accept of salvation so frtJely offered in the Gospel. In his 
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intercourse with his brethren he was frank, affectionate-, 
and confiding, and his example and influence as well as 
his preaching made an impression which will be remem
bered for years to come. He was especially careful to 
improT"e the trust property of the respective Circuits 
which he occupied, and he left every station better than 
he found it. 

BENJAMIN RIDSDALE. 

IT is with feelings of mournful interest that I trace the 
character and career of my friend and fellow-labourer 

the Rev. B. Ridsdale. He was born in the busy seaport 
town of Hull in the year 1819. He grew up amid godly 
influences, and when seventeen years of age began to meet 
in class, where his profiting appeared to all, and he soon 
obtained a clear assurance of his acceptance with God 
through faith in Christ Jesus. Being Divinely called to 
preach the Gospel, he offered himself for the work of the 
Wesleyan ministry, and was accepted by the Conference of 
1840. After labouring with acceptance for three years in 
English Circuits, he received an appointment as a mis
sionary to South Africa in accordance with a long-cherished 
desire to proclaim the glad tidings of salvation in heathen 
lands. On his voyage to the Cape of Good Hope he was 
favoured with the company of the Rev. Barnabas Shaw, 
from whom he received valuable instruction in the Dutch 
language, as well as in reference to the country and people 
to which he was going. On his arrival in Cape Town in 
the early part of 1844 he entered heartily into the work of 
the mission as it was then carried on in the colonial Cir
cuits; but before the close of the year, when the necessary 
preparations for the journey were completed, he proceeded 
with his devoted wife to his ultimate destination, which 
was the Nisbett Bath station, far away in the interior. 
The weary journey of 600 miles in a lumbering ox-wagon, 
and his four years' successful labours among the natives, 
are graphically and touchingly described in a volume 
which he published several years afterwards, entitled, 
Scenes and .Adventures in Great N amaqualand. 

In 1848 Mr. Ridsdale returned to the Cape, and hence
forth laboured for nine years with acceptance and success 
chiefly in Cape Town and Wynberg. It was on my arrival 
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there in the early part of 1851, to succeed the late Rev. T. 
L. Hodgson as chairman and general superintendent of 
the Cape of Good Hope District, that I became persona1ly 
acquainted with Mr. Ridsdale. He soon became much 
endeared to me by his frank, kind, and genial manner : 
and, during the following years that we were favoured to 
labour together, our acquaintance ripened into a life-long 
friendship. He proved himself to be an earnest, devoted, 
and faithful missionary, as well as a diligent pastor and an 
acceptable preacher of the 'glorious Gospel of the blessed 
God.' He was highly esteemed by his brethren in the 
ministry as well as by the people, natives and colonists, 
among whom he laboured. 

In 1856 Mr. Ridsdale returned to England with his 
health considerably impaired by his arduous toils in South 
.Africa. On his recovery he entered the home work, in 

· which he was favoured to spend twenty-three useful 
and happy years, winning the affection and esteem of his 
brethren and the people of his charge in all his Circuits. 
Failing health obliged him to retire as a supernumerary 
in 1879, and the last four years of his life were marked by 
a steady decline of bis physical power. For five months 
previous to his death he suffered much, but he was gra
ciously supported in his affliction by the presence and 
blessing of God. At length the end came, and he peace
fully passed away to his eternal rest on July 23rd, 1883, 
in the sixty-fifth year of his age and the forty-third of his 
ministry. I had the mournful satisfaction of attending 
the funeral of my dear departed friend and brother at 
Stockton, and, in a brief address, of bearing my testimony 
to his numerous excellencies as a missionary of the Cross. 

GEORGE ARTHUR ROSE, 

BORN in Nottingham on October 17th, 1832, was 
brought under religious influences and joined 

the Wesleyan Methodist Society when quite a boy, and 
became a local preacher at the age of seventeen. A few 
years later he entered the Westminster Training College, 
and was subsequently sent to South Africa to take charge 
of the educational institution at Heald Town. He was 
iihortly afterwards removed to Graham's Town and placed 
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in charge of the native school there. At both places he 
did good work in the interests of the rising generation, 
and was much beloved by all with whom he was associated 
as a preacher and teacher. 

Evidencing superior gifts Mr. Rose was ultimately 
admitted to the Wesleyan ministry, and in 1870 he re
ceived an appointment to a mission station. At Keiskama
Hoek, Port Alfred, Seymour, and Bathurst he laboured 
diligently and successfully, and was very. happy in his 
work. At the place last named his health failed, and a 
change being considered absolutely necessary, the Con
ference of 1883 appointed him to Wynburg, Orange Free 
State, hoping its dry and bracing air would recruit his 
wasted energies; but his constitution, already enfeebled by 
disease, succumbed under the toil of the journey, and he 
died at Bloemfontein after a painful illness, which he bore 
with true Christian patience and fortitude, and joyfully 
entered into rest, July 23rd, 1883, in the fifty-first year 
of his age and the thirteenth of his ministry. Be is 
described by those who knew him intime.tely as a 'dili
gent student, a faithful pastor, and an acceptable preacher 
of the glorious Gospel of the blessed God.' 

GIUSEPPE CA.RILE 

W AS born in the province of Campobasso, Italy, in the 
year 1832. He was destined from early youth to 

the priesthood of the Romish Church ; and after passing 
through the requisite training, entered for a time upon 
that career. But the honest, religious zeal with which he 
had espoused the ministry of Rome soon revolted ·against 
the doctrines and spirit of that apostate Church. He 
gave himself for a time to scholastic pursuits, ll,nd suc
ceeded in obtaining an honourable degree in philosophy 
and Italian literature; but after various vicisRitudes, in the 
course of which he experienced a saving work of grace in 
his heart, he was led to devote himself to the Christian 
ministry in connection with the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church. For fourteen years he laboured with great 
acceptance and success in some of the most important 
stations in the south of Italy. He was an eloquent 
preacher, a laborious evangelist, and a diligent pastor. 
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In the year 1880, whilst stationed in Naples, it pleased the 
Lord to visit him with a disease of the eyes of a most dis
tressing character. Shut up for months in a. darkened 
room, he was so sustained by the grace of God, that patience 
had in him its perfect work. On his recovery he was 
transferred to Parma in the north of Italy, and had already 
made a powerful impression on the town and neighbour
hood when he was suddenly called to his eternal reward. 
Paralysed from the first, he was unable to render any 
verbal testimony as to the state of his mind; but a pres
sure of the hand more than once repeated, in response to 
the inquiry if Jesus was near, gave satisfactory evidence 
that his faithful Lord was with him to the end. He 
peacefully passed away to his eternal rest on October 26th, 
1883. 

JOHN WARREN, 

A ZEALOUS young missionary, accompanied the Revs. 
J. H. Bumby, Samuel Ironside, and Charles Creed 

to New Zealand in 1838, after having spent two years in 
the English work. We have been unable to obtain any 
reliable particulars of his early life a.nd training; but his 
ministerial character and career present to our view 
f!)atures of special interest. 

Mr. W a.rren was ordained to the sacred office a.long with 
six other missionaries at City Road Chapel, London, on 
the evening of Friday, September 14th; a.nd soon after
wards embarked with his party, at the head of which was 
the Rev. John Waterhouse, for his distant station in the 
southern world. Arriving at Tasmania. in the early part 
of 1839, where he was detained to supply a vacancy, he 
addressed himself to his duties in the most commendable 
manner. After spending a year in that island he pro
ceeded to New Zealand, his original destination, his first 
appointment being to W aima, on the Hokianga River. 
There and at Newark, another station on the same river, 
he spent twenty-six laborious but happy years, preaching 
to the Maories in their own language, which he soon 
learned ; superintending the mission schools, and doing 
everything in his power to elevate and bless the people 
among whom his lot was cast. That his labours were not 
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without fruit and encouragement also will appear from the, 
following sentences extracted from a letter which he ad
dressed to the missionary committee under date of July 
5th, 1849 :-

' I am often greatly refreshed in witnessing the in
fluence of Christianity on the sick and dying. 'l'he New 
Zealander has not many temporal comforts on a sick bed 
and in a dying hour. Often when stretched on the ground 
with very little to cover him, nothing which he is able 
to eat, and little or no attention from his friends, it is 
then he finds the blessed Book a companion indeed, and is 
frequently enabled joyfully to contemplate the hour which 
shall set him free from this world of suffering and woe, 
and admit him into the rest which remains for the people 
of God. The rising generation continue to give me much 
satii,faction by the general desire they manifest for know
ledge, and the great attention with which they receive 
instruction.' 

Subsequently Mr. Warren spent fifteen years in the 
European work, being stationed in the Nelson, Welling
ton, Auckland, and Mannkan Circuits. He was ' mighty 
in the Scriptures,' sound in judgment, generous in disposi
tion, and an eloquent preacher both in the English and 
Maori languages. As a missionl!,ry and Circuit minister 
he won high esteem for his conscientious attention to 
duty, and he will be long and lovingly remembered by the 
people among whom he laboured. It was chiefly through 
his exertions that the beautiful Pitt Street Chapel in 
Auckland was erected ; and for some time he ministered 
in it with credit to himself and advantage to the congre-
gation. . 

In 1869 incipient heart affection obliged Mr. Warren to 
become a supernumerary. He still continued to labour, 
however, as his impaired health and strength would 
permit. Ten years later a severe attack of illness com
pelled him to give up preaching altogether, and he hence
forth lived the life of a confirmed invalid. On Saturday, 
November 24th, 1883, while the Auckland District meet
ing was in session, and no special danger was anticipated, 
the fatal attack came on, and in a quarter of an hour the 
faithful servant of God peacefully passed away to his 
eternal rest. 
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GEORGE BUTCHER. 

IT is recorded of the Rev. G. Butcher that he was born 
at St. James, Suffolk, on August 9th, 1828, but the 

family left England whilst he was yet an infant, and 
settled at Charlotte Town, Prince Edward's Island. When 
about twenty-four years of age he returned to England to 
follow his profession as an architect. Having been 
brought to a saving knowledge of the truth and begun to 
exercise his gifts as a local preacher, it was whilst residing 
at Newark that he felt himself called to the higher work 
of the Christian ministry. He would gladly have come 
out as a probationer in connection with the British Con
ference had the way been open, but at that time there was 
no call for additional ministers in England, and he was 
induced to go out again to British North America, where 
he knew that the harvest was great and the labourers were 
few. There his offer of ministerial service was gladly 
accepted, and he received his first appointment to Guys
borough, Nova Scotia. Thence he removed to Fredericton, 
the cathedral city of New Brunswick, where he laboured 
with great energy and success for two years. Berwick, 
Nova Scotia, Dorchester, and Point de Bute were his next 
appointments, in all of which he did good service as a 
zealous missionary to the scattered settlers, who at that 
time were largely dependent upon Wesleyan ministers for 
the means of religions instrnction. 

Family arrangements required Mr. Butcher to return 
to England in 1866, and the following year he entered the 
home work. He was subsequently stationed in the Diss, 
Ilkeston, Aylesbury, Gravesend, ·and Horncastle Circuits, 
and stayed in each place the foll term of three years. He 
was appointed to the Deal Circuit at the Conference of 
1882, where he laboured with acceptance till within a fort
night of his death. His last illness was brief, and its fatal 
issue was scarcely expected either by himself or his friends. 
But comparatively sudden as was the call, the servant of 
God was found prepared, and he peacefully passed away to 
his eternal rest on the morning of Friday, November 
30th, 1883, in the fifty-sixth year of his age and the 
twenty-ninth of his ministry. 

Mr, Butcher was a man of commanding personal 
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appearance, tall, erect, and well proportioned ; his eye 
beaming with quick intelligence, his pleasant countenance 
often lit up with a smile, and his manners those of a 
Christian gentleman. His preaching was earnest and 
marked by careful thought. There was a peculiarity in 
his delivery, but when his hearers became accustomed to 
it, his ministry was attractive. Throughout his life he 
wa.s an ea,rnest advocate of the cause of temperance, and . 
his last public appearance was a,s the cha,irman of a tem
perance meeting. In social life and in fraternal intercourse 
with his brethren his conversation betokened a, well
furnished mind, and a wide acquaintance with men and 
things. He was a warm-hearted and genial friend, and 
his death was sincerely mourned by many on both sides of 
the Atlantic. 

GEORGE RANYELL 

W AS one of those ha.mble, plain, plodding, and suc
cessfa.l missionaries who are little known beyond 

the sphere of their immediate labours, but whose excellence 
and usefulness are patent to all who come in contact with 
them and their work. He was born at Tattershall, Lin
colnshire, in the year 1809; and, having given his heart to 
God in early life, he soon began to call sinners to repent
ance in his native place. Having exercised his gifts as a 
local preacher for a few years it became evident that he 
was destined to fill a more extensive sphere of usefulness 
in the Church of Christ. He was at length induced to 
offer himself as a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry ; 
and, after passing through the usual examinations, he was 
accepted by the Conference of 1833. Expressing his 
willingness to engage in the foreign department of the 
work he forthwith received an appointment as a missionary 
to the West Indies, being one of eighteen additional la
bourers sent out that year with a view to prepare the poor 
negro slaves more fully for their approaching emancipa
tion. His first station was Demerara, where the present 
writer became personally acquainted with him, when a 
life-long friendship was commenced. He was next sta
tioned in the island of Trinidad, where we were again 
associated as colleagues in the work of the ministry, and 
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where I had many opportunities of proving his real worth 
and of admiring his many excellencies as a faithful mis
sionary of the Cross. He subsequently laboured in Tobago, 
St. Vincent's, Grenada, and Barbadoes, and on every 
station he won the confidence and esteem of his brethren 
in the ministry, and the warm affection of the people of 
his charge. His plain, earnest, and powerful preaching 
was made a blessing to many, and it is believed that mul
titudes of the sable sons and daughters of Ham will be 
his joy and the crown of his rejoicing in the day of the 
Lord. 

In 1849 Mr. Ran.yell was obliged to return to England 
in consequence of the failure of his health, after sixteen 
years of arduous labour within the tropics. On his recovery 
he entered the home work, and for thirteen years occupied 
various Circuits with credit to himself and advantage to 
the cause in which he was engaged. In 1863 he finally 
retired as a supernumerary, but in Portsmouth, London, 
and Lowestoft, where he resided in succession, he con
tinued to labour as his strength would permit, and was 
made specially useful in pastoral visitation. In 1876 he 
was appointed Wesleyan chaplain to Netley military 
hospital, and for five years did good service in a depart
ment of work for which he was peculiarly adapted, and 
many a sick and dying soldier was comforted and blessed 
through his instrumentality. 

Fairly worn out with unwearied toil, and oppressed 
with increasing infirmities and advancing years., in 1881 
Mr. Ran yell finally retired to Weymouth to end his days. 
Henceforth he was generally confined to the house, being 
able only occasionally to take an airing or to go to the 
house of God in a Bath chair. At length the end came, 
and he peacefully passed away to his eternal rest on 
December 5th, 1883, in the seventy-fifth year of his age 
and the fiftieth of his ministry. For half a century I was 
favoured with his friendship and correspondence, which 
were always spiritual and profitable. In the last letter 
that I received from him about ten days before his death, 
were these memorable words :-' I have some precious 
seasons on my bed of affliction, where the Saviour draws 
very near, with whom I plead in prayer for precious souls; 
nor do I forg·et you and yours ... 1 know God will bless you 
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more and more to the end; everlasting life will soon come, 
and we shall rejoice in the God of our salvation for ever.' 

WILLIAM A. SHARPE, 

A NATIVE African assistant-missionary of great pro-
mise, commenced his career hopefully, but his course 

of useful labour was soon terminated. He was born at 
Bornu, Central Soudan, about the year 1851, and when a 
child was kidnapped by slave-dealers and eventually 
brought to the West Coast. He providentially became a 
servant in the Wesleyan mission house at Lagos, where he 
obtained his freedom and became much attached to the 
missionaries, who took great pains in his training. Being 
an intelligent and bigoted Mohammedan he retained his 
distinctive dress, and for some time firmly resolved not to 
become a Christian. The Christian influences around him, 
however, and especially the daily prayers which he was 
induced to attend, proved strong enough to subdue his 
prejudices. The missionary observing that deep impres
sions were being made upon the bright youth, one day 
asked him to pray in the family. This circumstance re
sulted in his decision for Christ. From the time of his 
conversion he became zealous for the Lord, and the am
bition of his life was to take the good news of salvation to 
his fellow-countrymen in the neighbourhood of Lake 
Tshad. He made more than one voluntary but fruitless 
attempt to reach his native country before he settled 
down as a teacher and catechist in connection with the 
mission. 

At length the zealous evangelist was received as a pro
bationer for the native ministry and appointed to a station 
on the Upper Niger. His joy knew no bounds when he 
set out for his new sphere of labour, thinking he would 
be so much nearer his much-desired goal. On reaching 
his destination he entered upon hia work with character
istic zeal and earnestness, holding his post at the unhealthy 
town of Egga, in the midst of war and pestilence, for four 
years, and doing his utmost to win souls for Christ. At 
length his health failed, and in Dec~mber! 1883, he w~s 
obliged to return to Lagos to seek medical aid. Wben his 
case came to be examined he was found to be suffering 
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from a disease which ere long proved fatal. He lingered 
for a while in much pain and suffering, during which he 
manifested true Christian patience and submission to the 
will of God, and on May 22nd, 1884, he peacefully passed 
away to his eternal rest. 

HENRY B. FOSTER 

WAS favoured to serve the mission cause for many 
years, and his character and career present to our 

view several features of interest. Of his early days and 
of the means by which he was brought to a saving know
ledge of the truth comparatively little is known; but a 
life of Ohristian consistency and entire devotedness to the 
service of God gave ample evidence of the genuineness of 
his conversion, and of the fact that he was Divinely called 
to preach the Gospel. Having offered himself as a can
didate for the Wesleyan ministry he was accepted by the 
Conference of 1835, and preferring the foreign work he 
was forthwith sent out as a missionary to Jamaica. In 
that island he laboured successfully for nearly half a 
century, devoting himself with commendable zeal and 
earnestness to the religious instruction and social elevation 
of the people among whom his lot was cast, both during 
their transition from slavery to freedom, and afterwards. 
Arriving at Spanish Town on December 15th, he had the 
privilege of spending a few months with the Rev. J. 
Edmondson, the chairman of the District, before he pro
ceeded to Montego Bay, his first station. Writing from 
the place last named on February 22nd, 1836, he says :
' Although many, even of our people, greatly need further 
instruction in the fundamental doctrines of Christianity ; 
yet the true wisdom and godly simplicity, expressed in their 
broken language, of others of them have both surprised 
and gratified me. Whilst listening to their experiences 
and prayers my soul has been blessed ; and in meeting the 
classes my heart has been gladdened to see tears of peni
tence rolling down the dark faces of the negroes. Truly, 
"this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our 
eyes." According to my appointment for Montego Bay, 1 
reached this place on the 1st instant, determined to labour 
for God, and to seek the conversion of souls, and I fer. 

2 E 
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,ently pray that God may bless my feeble endeavours for 
the promotion of His glory.' In this spfrit he laboured 
till 1883, when failing health and advancing years obliged 
him to retire from the full work '.of the ministry and to 
take the position of a supernumerary. He continued for 
a short time to render such service as his diminished 
strength would permit; but at length he was completely 
prostrated, and he peacefully passed away to his eternal 
rest on May 28th, 1884. 

Mr. Foster was distinguished by his love for the Word 
of God and his delight in prayer. His preaching was 
earnest and faithful, and showed that he was most familiar 
with the essential truths of Christianity. In his home he 
was cheerful and happy; and as a husband and father he 
was loving and beloved. He wrote a beautiful memoir of 
the wife of his youth, who was taken from him by death 
several years ago. He also published an interesting his
tory of Methodism in Jamaica. 

JOHN M.A.NN 

W AS born at Manchester in the year 1806. He was 
early trained in the knowledge and fear of God. 

Having become a scholar in the Ridgway Gate Sunday
school at Bolton, in the thirteenth year of his age he was 
there awakened to a sense of his spiritual need, and began 
to meet in class, and to seek the Lord with purpose of 
heart. The Ridgway Gate Sunday-school at that time 
numbered 1,600 scholars, who were taught in the old 
chapel, which still retains the pulpit in which John Wesley 
preached on the occasions of his visits to Bolton. Together 
with several other young persons who were at the same 
time brought nnder deep concern for the salvation of their 
souls, he soon became a happy partaker of the saving 
grace of God; and in after life he was wont to speak in 
glowing terms of the Saturday night band meetings, Sun
day morning prayer-meetings, and other religious services, 
which he richly enjoyed. 

Prompted by the love of Christ, Mr. Mann soon began 
to exhort sinners to flee from the wrath to come, and in 
due course his name was entered on the Circuit plan as a 
local preacher. He was one of several young men who 
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received religionR inRtroction and theological training 
from the Rev. 'r. H. Walker, and in 1833 he was received 
into the ranks of the Wesleyan ministry. Having offered 
himself for the foreign work, after supplying for a shr,rt 
time in a home Circuit, in the early part of the following 
year he embarked for the West Indies, being one of the eigh
teen additional missionaries who were sent out that year to 
prepare the way for the approaching emancipation of the 
poor negro slaves. He sailed in the same ship with the 
Revs. George Ranyell and John Bissel, the brother last 
named and the present writer being the only survivors of 
the eighteen missionaries alluded to, after the lapse of 
half a century. On arriving at his destination Mr. Mann 
rendered good service to the cause in which he was en
gaged for four years in the islands of Trinidad, Tobago, 
and St. Vincent's, where I had the pleasure of being as
sociated with him in the work of the Lord, and of wit
nessing his zealous and successful labours. 

Failure of health and other circumstances shortened 
the period of Mr. Mann's foreign ser'\'ice, and in 1838 he 
returned to England and entered the home work. In this 
department of Christian labour he spent thirty years in 
various laborious Circuits. His preaching was pointed, 
practical, and earnest. In the various relations of his 
work he displayed the same simple and genuine piety, a 
genial spirit and an ardent zeal for the cause of Christ. 
In 1872 failing health obliged him to retire from the full 
work of the ministry and to take the position of a super
numerary. He settled at Warwick, where he continued 
to preach and perform other pastoral duties as his health 
would permit for twelve years, being much respected by 
the people. He took a lively interest in the Evangelical 
Alliance, and in the efforts which were made to secure a 
better observance of the Sabbath, on which he wrote with 
considerable point and· power. His last sermon was 
preached on March 2nd, 1884, from James i. 25, being the 
10,636th time that he had entered the pulpit. The ter
mination of his course occurred somewhat snddenlv. 
Having been seized with illness a few days before, he 
peacefully passed away to his eternal rest on Tuesday 
morning, June 17th, in the seventy-eighth year of his age 
and the fifty-first of his ministry. His lamented death 

2 E 2 
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occurred within four weeks of that of bis devoted wife 
and genuine' belpmeet.' 

SAMUEL YOUNG. 

BORN at a village near Bolton in Lancashire, in the 
year 1797, the Rev. S. Young became an eminent 

missionary. It is reoorded of him that his conversion to 
God wa,.,;; clear a.nd satisfaotory, and that at the age of 
nineteen he joined the Methodist Society and was soon 
employed in va:rious spheres of usefulness. Being called 
to offer himself as a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry, 
he was examined at the Manchester District meeting bv 
Dr. Adam Clarke in the year 1821. Having been accepted 
by the Conference, he received an appointment to the 
Brighton Circuit, and entered upon his wcrk with becom
ing zeal and earnestness. He had only been one year in 
the home work, however, when ho was &ent out as a 
missionary to South Africa to succeed the Rev. William 
Shaw in Albany; that devoted servant of God having felt 
himself called to push forward into Kaffirland to com. 
mence operations among the natives. For some time Mr. 
Young was usefully employed in preaching to the British 
settlers in their respective locations, as his predecessor had 
been previous to his arrival. As the work extended into 
the interior Mr. Young was called in his turn to labour 
among the natives also, and by his zeal, diligence, and 
perseverance he proved himself well adapted for every 
department of Christian service in which he had to 
engage, occupying the Graham's Town, Mount Coke, and 
Wesleyv1lle stations in suocession. Mr. Shaw, when 
writing in reference to this period, says, 'My successor, 
the Rev. Samuel Young, carried on my plans most faith
fully, and greatly extended the work. When he ·was sent 
to occupy the vacant station at Salem, his steady and 
judicious labours and conduct proved of the greatest ser
vice to tho mission in Albany.' 

After labouring about ten yearR in South Africa, anJ 
losing his wife and two children by death, Mr. Young 
n,turned to England, and at the Conference of 1835 he 
entered the home work. In the Croydon, Brighton, Maid
r,:ioue, Canterbury, and other Circuits he laboured with 
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acceptance and success for fifteen years; and in 1850 he 
received an appointment under the direction of the mis
sionary committee to the responsible office of superin
tendent of the Irish missions and schools, which he filled for 
five years with much efficiency and satisfaction to all con
cerned. Returning to Circuit work in England, the 
remainder of Mr. Y oung's term of service was usefully 
employed in ministering to his fellow-countrymen in the 
different spheres of labour to which he was successively 
appointed. In every Circuit which he occupied he won 
the affections of the people by his simple piety, his cheer
ful disposit,ion, and his ready sympathy with the poor and 
afflicted. His preaching was characterised by plainness 
and simplicity of style; and being frequently a.ccompanied 
with Divine unction and power it was instrumental in 
winning souls for Christ and in building np believers in 
the faith and hope of the Gospel. 

In 1865 Mr. Young was obliged by failing health and 
increasing infirmities to retire as a supernumerary; and 
fixing his residence at Bognor in the Chichester Circuit, he 
there rendered what service he could in the interests of a 
cause he loved so well. His love for foreign missions 
continued with him to the end of his days, and the pre
sent writer has a pleasant recollection of happy association 
with him on the missionary platform, especially in the 
jubilee year. .A.t length he became quite disabled from 
preaching, and had to content himself with conducting 
prayer-meetings and meeting his class, in which he took 
great delight. For some years before his death he was 
paralysed and unable to express himself with clearnr:ss, 
and so extreme was his feebleness that he was utterly 
helpless. He was graciously supported during his long 
affliction, and manifested entire patience and resignation 
to the will of God, calmly awaiting his deliverance. He 
peacefully fell asleep in Jesus on June 28th, 1884, in the 
!c!ighty-eighth year of his age and the sixty-second of his 
ministry. 

JOHN K.E1IGHTLEY, 

BORN in Leicestershire in the month of September, 
1804, was converted to God in early life, and soon 

began t.o work for the spiritual benefit of others. He was 
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accepted as a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry in 1829, 
and offering himself for the foreign work, at hiR own 
request he was sent ont as a missionary to Sierra Leone to 
fill a vacancy occasioned by the death of a personal friend. 
Aft.er labouring with success in Western Africa for three 
years, he returned to England with his health serioai;;ly 
impaired by repeated attacks of fever. When partially 
recovered he wa.s appointed to an English Circuit; but at 
the end of two years he again offered himself for mission 
work, and in 1834 he embarked for the West Indies. 
There be spent nine yearn in earnest efforts to instruct and 
eleYate a people just emerging from their long night of 
cruel bondage into the glorious light of civil and religious 
liberty. I had interesting correspondence with him dur
ing our residence in the 'sunny isles of the west,' and can 
testify to his zeal, diligence, and success in the good work 
in which he was engaged. 

In 184.3 Mr. Keightley finally returned to England and 
entered the home work; and for twenty-five years he 
laboured happily and successfully in various Circuits till 
1868, when he was obliged to retire from the full work of 
the ministry and take the position of a supernumerary. 
' He was a good man, a kind and true colleague, and a 
diligent and painstaking superintendent.' He settled at 
Bath, where for some time he rendered assistance_ in 
ministerial and pastoral work; but two or three years 
before his death infirmity prevented him from active duty. 
He retained his intereRt in Methodism, however, to the 
last, and delighted to hear of the progress and triumphs 
of the Redeemer's kingdom. He peacefolly passed away 
to his eternal rest on October 22nd, 1884, in the eighty
first year of his age and the fifty-fifth of his ministry. 

JAMES BULLER. 

T HERE never was a more zealous, persevering, and 
successful missionary than the Rev. James Buller. 

His long and honourable course of foreign service was, 
moreover, marked by incidents of thrilling interest. Born 
at Felston, in the year 1812, he was favoured with pious 
parents, his father being a deacon of a Baptist church. 
'v\Thile yet a youth he was led to decide for Christ at a 
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service which he attended at the Wesleyan chapel ; and 
the Church which under God was instrumental in his 
conversion he accepted as his own with a heartiness of 
choice which never wavered. In 1835 he emigrated with 
his young wife to Australia, and meeting in Sydney with 
the Rev. N. Turner, he was induced to proceed to New 
Zealand, where he arrived in the following year. His 
genuine piety and the facility with which he acquired the 
Maori language pointed him out as a man likely to render 
usefol service to the Church as a missionary. Accordingly 
he was duly recommended and accepted as a probationer 
by the British Conference of 1837. 

For seventeen years Mr. Buller laboured almost ex
clusively among the natives occupying the Hokianga and 
Tangiteoria stations in succession. The place last named 
is situated in the midst of dense forests, and in order to 
reach the distant tribes he had to perform long and weari
some journeys through dismal swamps, over rugged 
mountains, and across deep and rapid rivers. But his 
indomitable courage and patient perseverance were equal 
to the occasion, and he ' endured hardness as a good 
so_ldier of Jesus Christ.' He had a rich reward in seeing 
multitudes of the once wild and savage Maories won to 
Christ, and the native tribes generally advanced to a higher 
state of civilisation by the benign influence of the 
Gospel. 

In 1854 Mr. Ba.Iler entered upon a fresh field of minis
terial labour. Henceforth his attention was to be largely 
directed to the spiritual interests of European settlers. 
From the time of his coming to New Zealand he had been 
impressed with the splendid openings which the country 
presented for industrioa.s emigrants ; and in common with 
his brother missionaries he rejoiced at the sign of progre~s 
shown when in 1840 it was made a British colony. In 
the same year he took a journey over land on foot of 500 
miles from his station to Port Nicholson, now known as 
Wellington. He found in the harbour on his arrival the 
first ship load of emigrants brought out by the New 
Zealand Company, and he had the honour of preaching to 
them the first sermon they heard in the land of their 
adoption. Time would fail to tell of his unwearied labours 
in building churches, organising Societies, and establish-
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ing schools, as well ns preaching the Gospel for the benefit 
of his follow-countrvmen, whilst at the same time he was 
e-ver alive to the welfare of the natives. 

In 1876 :Mr. Buller visited Englan<l, and during the 
five yea1·s which he spent in his native land he pleaded 
ear~estly for the cause of missions both from the pulpit 
and the platform. He also published an interesting 
volume entitled, Forty Years in New Zealand. Returning 
to the beloved land of his adoption he again entered into 
the work of the mission as before, according to his strength 
and opportunities; but he had only been back four years 
when the last messenger came to release him from his toil. 
He died in great peace surrounded by his family on N ovem
ber 6th, 1884, in the seventy-second year of his age and 
the forty-seventh of his ministry. 

WILLIAM GEORGE M.ARKE, 

BROTHER of the Rev. Charles Marke, was born in 
the village of Wellington, Sierra Leone, Western 

Africa, in the year 1831. He became savingly converted 
to God at the age of eighteen at a class-meeting, and was 
shortly afterwards appointed a prayer-leader. Previous 
to this appointment he made it his business to go from 
house to house regularly every day to warn his young 
and unconverted friends to flee from the wrath to come, 
and to the joy of his soul some were won to Christ through 
his instrumentality. Mr. Marke received his elementary 
education at the mission school of his native village, and 
was one of a number of godly and promising native youths 
who were sent to the first theological institution at 
King Tom's Point in 1850, where for two years he pro
secuted his studies with great diligence under the tutor
ship of the Rev. Walter P. Garry. He was sent out as a 
schoolmaster in 1852, and in that capacity he laboured for 
many years in connection with various stations in the 
Freetown, York, Wilberforce, and Hastings Circuits. 
During this period he was also a local preacher, and was 
instrumental in the conversion of many precions souls. 
He was appointed a catechist in 1875, and at the Confer
ence of the following year he was admitted to the ranks 
of native ministers. He henceforth laboured with accept-
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ance and success in the Wellington, Freetown, Hasting.~, 
and Waterloo Circuits. Besides English, he was well ac
quainted with the Nupe and Timneh languages, and to 
the pagan aborigines of the Quiah country, which forms 
a portion of his last Circuit, he had often preached in the 
latter tongue with great power and blessed results. 

The illness which terminated the earthly career of ~fr. 
Marke commenced in the month of September, 1884. He 
died in great peace at the residence of his brother in Free
town on December 8th of the same year, at the age of 
fifty-three. Some of his last words were: 'I am going 
home to glory;' 'Jesus, lover of my soul,' &c. Tu his 
aged mother, who is now above fourscore, he said in the 
Nupe language,' Ga senda ma, Solco dn bo,' the signification 
of which is, 'Fear not, God is there.' In Mr. Marke's 
death the Sierra Leone mission has lost one of its most 
brilliant, talented, and devoted native labourers. His 
funeral was attended by upwards of 3,000 people, in
cluding ministers of all denominations in the settlement, 
which was an evidence of the high respect in which the 
deceased was held by all classes. 

BENJAMIN TREGASKIS, 

A NATIVE of Corn wall, where he was born on Sep-
. tember 19th, 1814, was favoured with pious 

Methodist parents, who trained him n.p in the fear of God. 
He was converted in his nineteenth year through a dream 
which made a deep and lasting impression on his mind. 
Shortly afterwards he became a local preacher in the 
Helston Circuit, where his services were very successful. 
In 1836 he was accepted by the Wesleyan Conference as 
a probationer for the ministry; and expressing a willing
ness to engage in the foreign department of the work, he 
was at once appointed as a missionary to the ·west Indies. 
He entered upon his mission in the spirit of prayer and 
self-sacrifice, and laboured in different islands with com
mendable zeal and diligence for twenty-seven years. The 
principal scenes of his hallowed toil were Antigua, Tortofa, 
Dominica, St. Martin's, St. Eustatius, and St. Kitt's, in 
all of which his ministry was highly appreciated and made 
a blessing to many. 
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In 1863 Mr. Trcgaskis returned to England, but e. mis
sionary of experience being required for the Sierra Leone 
Dii-trict as chairman and general superintendent, he cheer
fully consented at the request of the missionary committee 
to go to \V estern Africa in this honourable and responsible 
capacity. In that deadly climate he laboured faithfully 
for ten years, during which he had his full share of affiic
tion and bereavement, but he 'endured as seeing Him 
who is invisible,' and his nnwearied efforts to consolidate 
and extend the mission, and to improve the social con
dition of the people, were crowned with a pleasing measure 
of success. 

Mr. Tregaskis finally returned to England in 1875, 
with his health considerably impaired by his lengthened 
residence in tropical climates. He consequently retired 
and took the position of a supernumerary, and settled in 
the Hinde Street Circuit, London. Tilere he rendered 
such ministerial services as his diminished strength would 
permit, till he was called to rest from hi;; labours. He 
died in great peace on January 13th, 1885, in the seventy. 
first year of his age and the forty-ninth of his ministry. 
He was a man of greatability and energy, and discharged 
his ministerial and official duties with great conscientious
ness. His personal piety and implicit trust in the atone
ment were conspicuous. During his last illness he repeated 
frequently and with great emphasis, 

' In my hand no price I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling.' 

JA.MES ALDIS. 

I T is recorded of the Rev. James Aldis that he was born 
on September 25th, 1808, and that his father was a 

lay preacher among the Independent~. On his c_onversion 
the son joined the Wesleyan Methodists, and his earnest 
convictions of duty soon led him to put forth zealous 
efforts for the salvation of others. As a local preacher he 
gave promise of great nsefnlness, and he was encouraged 
to improve his mind by reading and _st_udy. In 1834. he 
was accepted as a candidate for the mmistry, and offering 
himself for the foreign work he was forthwith sent out 
as a missionary to the West Indies. His first station was 
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Barbadoes, where my personal acquaintance with him 
commenced, and I can testify to the zeal and earnestness 
with which he entered upon his labours. He was after
wards appointed to Grenada and St. Vincent's, but at the 
end of five years he returned to England in consequence 
of the failure of his health. The following seven yearn 
were spent in the home work. In 1847 he was induced 
again to offer himself for foreign service, and he wa.9 once 
more sent out to the West Indies. On this occasion St. 
Kitt's, in the Antigua District, was the principal scene of 
his labours; but he was only able to continue there for 
three years before he finally returned to Europe. After 
two years spent at Boulogne as a supernumerary he re
entered the home work, and was ever afterwards employed 
in English Circuits. His preaching was evangelical, 
practical, and useful. As a pastor he was very diligent, 
and his visits were highly appreciated by the people. In 
1877 failing health obliged him to retire from the full 
work of the ministry, and to take the place of a super
numerary. In this capacity he resided first at Peter
borough, and then in Norfolk, where he was ever ready to 
serve the good cause to the utmost of his power. His last 
illness was unexpected; but through it all he had the 
assurance of hope and the unclouded prospect of the city 
beyond the river. He suffered without a murmur. One 
of his last exclamations was, ' Death ! There is no death, 
for Christ has aboli,;hed it. Blessed be His glorious name.' 
He thus triumphantly passed away to be for ever with 
the Lord, from King's Lynn, on J anu1try 19th, 1885, in the 
seventy-seventh year of his age and the fifty-first of his 
ministry. 

WILLIAM G. CAMPBELL, D.D. 

THERE never was a more earnest and devoted mi;,-
sionary to his fellow-countrymen than the Rev. Dr. 

Campbell. He was born near Sligo in the year 1805, 
where he enjoyed special religious advantages as a des
cendant of the Rev. Charles Graham, a renowned hish 
missionary of a former generation. Under the minisky 
of the Revs. Gideon Ouseley, Daniel Pedlow, and John 
Holmes, he received spiritual good which culminated in 
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his conversion during a revival in the Sligo Circuit in 
18:22. He soon began to preach the Gospel which had 
been made the power of God to his own salvation. His 
zeal and usefulness commended him to the notice of the 
preachers in the Skibbereen Circuit, and he was recom
mended to the Confe1·ence as a candidate for the Wesleyan 
ministry. His first appointment was in the year 1831, 
and then he began a career which extended over more 
than half a century, and was notable for its unquenchable 
zeal, its untiring diligence, its whole-hearted devotion, and 
its blessed fruitfulness. From the first he acquired the 
character of a stirring revivalist, and that character he 
retained till the end of his ministry. His preaching 
aimed at immediate results; and it was the very joy of 
his heart, in the special prayer-meetings, to see penitent 
seekers of salvation crowd to the communion rails in 
answer to his urgent and persistent appeals for instant 
decision. Of the last thirty-three years of his life, twenty
five were spent in the work of the general mission. Fired 
by the example of Ouseley and Graham he coveted nothing 
so much as the wide field and the varied opportunities 
which this work gave for setting forth Christ to his 
countrymen. In the field or in the market-place; in the 
town thoroughfare or by the country wayside; wherever 
he could find a congregation, there he had his pulpit, 
from which he fearlessly declared the whole coun~el of 
God. 

At length the vigorous constitution of Dr. Campbell 
gave way beneath the pressure of his arduous and long
continued labours. For some months he had been laid 
aside as the result of an accident, but he seemed fairly 
recovered, and waR about to enter upon what he called 'a 
new campaign,' when the Master said, 'It is enough ; 
come up hither.' No time was allowed for parting words 
or dying testimony; but none were needed. On the 
evening of February 24th, 1885, he conducted a prayer
meeting with great earnestness, two hours after which ho 
quietly breathed his soul to God, in the Methodist Col-· 
lege, Dublin, in the eightieth year of his age a-nd the fifty
fourth of his ministry. 

It is recorded of Dr. Campbell by his brethren that 'as 
a man he was amiable and kind, sympathetic, benevolent, 
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and unselfish. As a Christian his experience was cheerfol 
and joyous. As a preacher he was lively and earnest, 
tender and persuasive, setting forth the truth of God in a 
loving spirit, and with great pathos and power.' The 
present writer will never forget the happy hours spent in 
biscompany,and he hopes ere long to meethim in heaven. 

GEORGE SAVERY 

W AS born at Devonport on December 13th, 1815. Hi;i 
widowed mother trained him faithfully in the fear 

of the Lord, and he was early converted to God. He began 
to preach in 1836, and in 1838 he was an accepted can
didate for the Wesleyan ministry, and entered the 
Theological Institution at Hoxton for mental improve
ment. After a short time spent in an English Circuit, in 
1842 having offered himself for the foreign work he 
received an appointment as a missionary to the West lndieg_ 
On his way to ,Jamaica he called at Grenada, where I 
first became personally acquainted with him, and learned 
to admire his bland, genial spirit, and the many other 
excellent qualities which he possessed as a Christian mis
sionary. After labouring with acceptance and success in 
Jamaica for eight years he returned to England and entered 
the home work, in which he spent about thirty years, 
being highly respected and much beloved in all the Cir
cuits which he occupied, both by his colleagues and the 
people of his charge. His unremitting diligence in the 
study of the Word of God showed itself in the clear expo
sition which always marked his preaching, while with zeal 
and earnestness he pleaded with men. 

In 1881 Mr. Savery was obliged by the failure of his 
health to retire from the full work of the ministry and to 
become a supernumerary. He settled at Oxford, where 
he continued to preach and perform other pastoral duties 
as his diminished strength would permit. At length the 
end came and he peacefully passed away to his eternal rest 
on March 21st, 1885, in the seventieth year of his age and 
the forty-seventh of his ministry, leaving an example of 
entire consecration to the service of God both at home 
and abroad, worthy of being imitated by all young
ministers. 
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THEOPHILUS S. GREGORY, 

THE second son of the Rev. Benjamin Gregory, was 
born in the year 1825, and educated at Kingswood 

School. At the age of seventeen he gave himself wholly 
to Christ and forthwith began to labour earnestly in the 
Lord's vinc,ard. In 1849 he was recommended as a can
didate for the Wesleyan ministry, and being accepted and 
offering himself for foreign service, he was at once ap
pointed as a missionary to the West Indies. He arrived 
in Antigua in 1850, and threw himself into the work with 
ardour, tempered by sagacity and good judgment. He 
soon won the affections of the people among whom his 
lot was cast, and from the commencement of his mission
ary career he lived in the affections and confidence of his 
brethren. In Antigua, St. Kitt's, Tortola, Nevis, Barba
boes, and Demerara, he laboured with acceptance and 
success for fifteen years, and was the honoured instru
ment in the hands of God in winning many souls for 
Christ, and in building up the Church on the true 
foundation. 

In 1865 Mr. Gregory returned to England and entered 
the home work. In all the Circuits he occupied .he was 
highly respected and esteemed. He attended with zeal 
and diligence to his ministerial duties. ' His sound 
practical good sense, his judiciousness and tact, his perfect 
self-command, his geniality, simplicity, single-mindedness, 
and unfailing assiduity, specially fitted him for superin
tendency. His mind was strong and graceful, and he had 
considerable literary skill. He dwelt among and lived 
for his own people.' His fatal illness was long, sharp, 
and trying. In his last Circuit he was permitted to labour 
for a few months only. He died as he had lived-like 
a good soldier of Jesus Christ-on March 14th, 1885, in 
the sixtieth year of his age and the thirty-sixth of his 
ministry. 

JAMES CHEESWRIGHT 

W AS born on March 26th, 1798, and at the age of 
sixteen he came under Methodist influences, and 

was savingly converted to God. He soon afterwards 
engaged in active Christian work, and in 1819 he began 
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to preach. It became evident ere Jong that he was des
tined by Divine providence for a wider sphere of usefulness 
in the Church of Christ; and, having become a candidate 
for the Wesleyan ministry and offered himself for foreign 
service he received an appointment as a missionary to the 
West Indies. There he laboured acceptably and usefully 
fo:r eleven years, chiefly among the poor negro slave8 
before the first steps were taken towards their emancipa
tion. The principal stations that he occupied wen 
Grenada, Demerara, Tobago, and St. Vincent's, and having 
followed him at these places a few years afterwards, I can 
testify to the estimation in which he was held by all 
classes of the co=unity, and to the blessed results of his 
hallowed toil. In 1830 Mr. Cheeswright returned to 
England with enfeebled health, having suffered much 
from repeated attacks of fever within the tropics. After re
cruiting his strength somewhat he entered the home work, 
and for the long period of thirty-two years he occupied 
Circuits in England with credit to himself and advantage 
to the cause of Christ. In 1853 he was obliged to retire 
from Circuit work and take the position of a supernumer
ary. In that capacity he continued to serve the Church 
as long as his health and strength permitted, both in 
Northampton and Bath, where he was spared to spend 
many years in the evening of life, surrounded by kind and 
sympathetic friends. He was a cheerful, happy Christian, 
and his hope and confidence increased as the end drew 
near. One of his last utterances was, 'I am saved: He is 
all love.' He peacefully passed away to be for ever with 
the Lord on October 7th, 1884, in the eighty-seventh 
year of his age and the sixty-fifth of his ministry. 

GEORGE HURST 

W AS born and educated in England. Having been 
brought to a saving knowledge of the truth in early 

life and begun to labour for the benefit of others, at the 
Conference of 1839 he was admitted to the rank of vV es
leyan ministers. After occupying various Circuits in this 
country for nineteen years he went out to Australia, 
embarking with his family at Liverpool on September 7th, 
1858, along with the Rev. James and Mrs. Hutchinson. 
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Arriving in safet,y at Melbourne, Mr. Hurst entered upon 
his work among the colonists in the true missionary spirit. 
The scene of his subsequent labours was chiefly in Sydney 
and the neighbourhood, where he was both happy and 
useful, and was highly est,eemed by all classes of the com
munity. He took a lively interest in the subject of educa
tion; and believing that the colony would be benefited by 
supplies of ministers and teachers. from England, he 
worked hard and subscribed liberally to secure this object. 
He moreover took an active part in the founding of the 
Church Extension Society in connection with the Aus
tralian Conference, and for several years he was the 
Society's indefatigable secretary. Aa the result of his 
zealous efforts many needy localities were supplied with 
ministers, schoolmasters, parsonages, and churches. Mr. 
Hurst did not often take part in undenominational move
ments but within his own Church he was a commanding 
personality. When the interests of Wesleyan Methodism 
were concerned he was always earnest and uncompromising. 
He was an able preacher and a powerful debater, and the 
part he took in the educational controversy of twenty years 
ago will not soon be forgotten. For some years past Mr. 
Hurst had been living in retirement, but he will be missed 
by the body which he so faithfully served, and by his 
personal friends and co-workers he will be long and affec
tionately remembered. He peacefully passed away to his 
eternal rest at Rossleigh, Burwood, Sydney, on June 30th, 
1885, in the sixty-ninth year of his age and the forty-sixth 
of his ministry. 

EBENEZER D. HEPBURN. 

T HE ministerial and missionary career of the Rev. E. 
D. Hepburn was somewhat remarkable. He was a 

zealous, warm-hearted Scotchman of considerable ability, 
who did with characteriRtic earnestness everything to 
which he put his hand. In early life he yielded himself 
to God, and was soon moved by the Holy Ghost to enter 
the Christian ministry. Having had the advantage of 
some nine years study in connection with the University 
of Glasaow, he was ordained by the Presbytery of the 
Secessio; Church of Lanark, and sent out l!fi a missionary 
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to South Africa, nuder the auspices of the Glasgow African 
Missionary Society. On his arrival at the Cape of Good 
Hope, he entered upon his work in good spirits and with a 
fair prospect of success. He was for some time engaged 
in ministering to the Scotch settlers in the Bavian's River 
district. He felt, however, that there his energies were 
too exclusively demanded for purely educational work, and 
he meditated a return to Scotland. Just at this critical 
period of Mr. Hepburn's career, one of our missionaries 
heard him preach a lucid and fervent sermon on the 
'Witness of the Spirit,' which resulted in his entering 
the Wesleyan ministry in 1848. 

His first appointment was to Salem, where he was 
instrumental in training some intelligent and promising 
youths who have since become men of leading in the 
colony. There, too, as elsewhere, he rendered devoted, 
faithful, and successful service as a minieter and pastor to 
the British settlers, at the same time embracing every 
opportunity which presented itself o.f instructing the 
natives in the neighbourhood of the respective stations 
which he occupied. This was the case especially at Port 
Elizabeth, from which place he wrote as follows under date 
of May 16th, 1861 : ' Since we turned our attention to the 
natives residing within the municipality, our labours ha,e 
not been in ,ain. Thirty-four adult natives have been 
received into the Church by baptism; but until we have 
enlarged our church accommodation for the natives we 
cannot have an increased attendance, as the schoolroom, 
where our native services are conducted, cannot acco=o
date more than our present number. We hope to have a 
native chapel built after the lapse of a few months. All 
our schools in Port Elizabeth are in great prosperity and 
are ably conducted. There are nearly four hundred 
children and adults in our Sabbath schools, and the bless
ing of God is resting upon our efforts to train up the rising 
generation in the way they should go.' 

Mr. Hepburn had laboured diligently and successfully 
for upwards of thirty years, occupying the Salem, Port 
Elizabeth, Fort Beaufort, King William's Town, Bathurst, 
and Uitenage Circuits in succession, when his health failed, 
and he was obliged to retire from the full work of the 
:ministry. To the last, however, he did what he could to 

2 F 
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promote the interests of the Redeemer's kingdom. When 
t.he Master called him he was found ready to enter into 
the joy of his Lord. He peacefully passed away to his 
eternal re~t at Stellenbosch in the month of April, 1885, 
in the seventieth year of his age. 

JOSEPH BELL 

W AS a young missionary whose career was brief and 
chequered, and whose history is truly affecting. 

He was born at Kettlewell, Yorkshire, on March 17th, 
1853. He experienced a true conversion to God in 1875, 
the immediate occasion leading to it being the death of his 
brother, a devoted missionary in Western Africa. He was 
accepted as a candidate for the Wesleyan ministry in 1878 
and in t.he following year entered Heacingley College, 
where he became much endeared both to his fellow-stu
dents and tutors. On the completion of his studies he 
received an appointment as a missionary to China, and 
embarked for his distant station in October, 1882. He 
had scarcely entered upon· his work when his health so 
completely failed that he was obliged to return to England 
as the only probable means of saving his life. He arrived 
in this country in the early part· of 1885, and after lin
gering for a few months in much pain and weakness, but 
graciously supported by the presence and blessing of 
God, he peacefully passed away to be for ever with the 
Lord on Sunday evening, July 5th, in the presence of his 
family and friends, who had been unwearied in their atten
tions during his illness. 

It is said of Mr. Bell that' as a preacher he was very 
successful in winning souls for Christ,' and that 'he 
sought earnestly, and not without success, to persuade 
Christian people to consecrate themselves entirely to the 
service of the Lord.' Had he lived he would no doubt 
Lave been made a blessing to the Church and to the 
world. But the ~aying is still true-' The Lord buries 
His workmen and still carries on His work.' 
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WORKS 
By the Rev. WILLIAM MOISTER. 

Recently published . by T. WOOLMER; HODDER & STOUGHTOX, 
and E. STOCK, Paternoster Row, London, and may be obtained 
through any Bookseller or Minister, or from the Author at 
SEDBERGH, with liberal discount. 

All in Crown 8vo, cloth, gilt letter<id, and Illustrated. 

I. 
AFRICA PAST AND PRESENT : A Concise Account of the 

Country-Its History, Geography, Explorations, Climates, Pro
ductions, Resources, Populations, Tribes, Manners, Customs, 
Languages, Colonisation, and Cliristian Missions. Third 
Thousand. Price 5s. 

'This is the most comprehensive. condensed, and sa.tisfactory prese11ta
tion of the" Dark Continent" we have seen. We should certainly select 
it for o. pdvo.te, family, Snndo.y-school, Church, or town libra.ry. We need 
a series of such volumes covering the world. They would be worth a. 
thousand of the current fictions.'-Christian Ad~ocate. 

II. 
THE WEST INDIES, ENSLAVED AND FREE : a Concise 

Account of the Islands and Colonies-Their History, ·Geography, 
Climates, Productions, Resources, Populations, Manners, Cus
toms, Colonisation, and Christian Missions. Pp. 402. Price 5s. 

' In this work the veteran missionary gives a great a.monnt of interest· 
ing iuformo.tion concerning the various islo.nds and colonies of the We.;t 
Indies. There is a. greo.t deal of valuable m.o.tter in the volume, which is 
well got up, o.nd contains several good pictures and a. beautiful map of 
the country.'-Ckristian Mi.sce!!any. 

III. 
WESLEYAN MISSIONS: Their Rise, Progress, and Present 

State in various parts of the World. A Hand Book of Informa
tion. Pp. 260;-- jrice 3s. 

11 We ho.ve never seen so much interesting mn.tter so agreeably e.nd 
clee.rly detailed, with so much brevity. This compendium will be fonnd 
very ve.lno.ble not merely to our young people but for our Ministers :i.nd 
people generally. We wish every member of the Methodist Society ho.d 11 
copy of this volume, which presents in e. moderate compass the results 
of so much lo.hour e.nd research.'-Metkodi.st Recorder. 

IV. 
ROGER MOISTER, THE PATRIARCH OF WYOMING: The 

Story of his Life and Labours in England and America Pp. 200. 
Price 2s. 6d. 

• We ho.ve bere a filial tribute by 11 well known WTiter. Father Moister 
must bo.ve been a. mllll of erlra.ordinn.ry in.B.uence. His was the power of 
!,Oodness 11nd devotion to duty. The son ho.s done o.n act of beELuti!ul 
filial piety in 11dding this to his numerous publice.tions.'-.Metkodist. 

v. 
MISSIONARY MARTYRS; Being Memorial Sketches of 

Faithful Servants of God, who have been pnt to death whilst 
endeavouring to propagate the Gospel of Christ, chiefly among 
the Heathen. Pp. 250. Price 3s. 

VI. 
MISSIONARY WORTHIES; Being Brief Memorial Sketches 

of Ministers sent forth by the Wesleyan Missionary Society, 
who have died in the work from the beginniag, 17S2 to 188.:i. 
Po. 448, Price 5s. 



VII. 
THE MISSION ARY WORLD: An Encycloprodiaof Information, 

Facts, Sketches, and AnecdoteR relating to Christian Mis~ions 
in all i\ ges and Countries, and of all Denominations. 5.~. 6d. 

1 A work of solid information n..nd much interest. The selection is ~:~i!~tly me.de and the arrangement is all that could be desired.'-

VIII. 
A HISTORY OF WESLEYAN MISSIONS in all Parts of the 

World from their Commencement to the Present Time. Price 6s. 
'Mr. Moister is the first to comprise the history of Wesleyan Missions 

in one volume, nnd be be.s pro·.-ed himself well qualified for the task.'
l!issio11ary Notico.s. 

IX. 
MISSIONARY STORIES, Narratives, Scenes, and Incidents 

illustrative of the Providence and Grace of God in connection 
with tbe Progress of the Noble Enterprise. Price 3s. 6d. 

'The book is full of interest and instruction, a.no will be e. perfect 
treasury to Sunde.y-scbool teachers, as well e.s a valuable help to Mission
n.ry speakers.'-London Qua,·t-Ol'!y .Review, 

X. 
MISSIONARY ANECDOTES, Sketches, Facts, and Incidents 

relating to the State of the Heathen and the Effects of the 
Gospel in various Parts of the World. Prke 4s. 

'This 1Jook teems with interest on the l(reat mission theme, It is 
invaluable to e. missionary, studeut, or spee.ker.'-.M:ethodist Recorder, 

XI. 
HERALDS OF SALVATION: Being Brief Memorial Sketches 

of Wesleyan MiEsionaries who have died in the Work from the 
Commencement of the Enterprise in 1769 to 1860. Price 4s. 6d. 

' These touching memorials will constrain Christians n.t home wbo 
cannot devote their lives to t!Je Mission co.use at le1>st to give their money 
and their prayers.'-Wesleyan Magazine. 

XII. 
:BARNABAS SHAW : The Story of his Life and Missionary 

Labours in Sontbern Africa, Price 3.•. fid. 
'Mr. Moister has done well to present to the Church on account of so 

devoted and successful an evangelist.'-Christian Miscellany. 

XIII. 
HENRY WHARTON: The Story of his Life and Missionary 

Labours in tbe West Indies, on the Gold Coast, and in Ashantee. 
Pp. 218. Price 3s. 6d. 

• Seldom have we read a book with grea.ter pleasure than the touching 
story of the life nnd labours of the Rev. Henry Wharton. We cordially 
recommend it to all lovers of Christian Missions. '-Primiti~• Methodist, 

XTV. 
THE EVIL AND THE REMEDY; Or the Sin and Folly of 

Intemperance, and the Wisdom and Excellence of Total 
Abstinence from all Intoxicating Drinks, with Observations on 
the Use of Tobacco. Second Edition. Revised. Price 3s. 6d, 

'We have pleasure in recommending this as one of the best works on 
the subject which has come under our notice. '-Methodist. 

N.B.-The following are now OUT OF PRINT, ••iz. :-XV. 
' MEMORIALS OF MIRSIONARY LABOURERS' ; XVI. 'MISSIONARY 
CONVERSATIONS'; XVII. 'MISSIONARY PIONEERS'; XVIII. 'THE 
FATHER OF OUR MI~SIONS'; XIX. 'MISSIONARY SERMONS'; XX, 
'TEMPERANCE ~lANUAL.' l\'e1v Editions may be ea:pected. 


	missionary-worthies_moister-01
	missionary-worthies_moister-02
	missionary-worthies_moister-03



