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THE volume from which this is reprig.ted is 

entitled " i\1emoir of LEVI PARSONS, first 
l\!Iissionary to Palestine from the United 

States, containing Sketches of his early 
Life and Education,-his i\Iissionary La­
bours in America,-in Asia :i\Iinor and Ju­
dea,-with an Account of his last Sickness 
and Death. Second edition. Compiled and 
prepared by the Rev. DAN. 0. MORTON, 

A.l\L" The compiler, as is seen from the 

l\.iemoir, was l\ir. PARSONS' brother-in­
law, and thus had full access to know the 
particulars of his early history. 

i\'.[r. PARSONS' companion in this l\1ission 
was the Rev. PLINY FrsK, and when this 
second edition was printed in 1830, the 

Compiler observes, " The lamented FrsK, 
A. 
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no longer a dweller in this vale of tears, 

has, we doubt not, found his beloved com­

panion in the Jerusalem which is above. 

Perhaps both were taken away from the 

evil to come. But whatever may be the 

future destiny of the American :Mission to 

Western Asia, whether wars ancl rumours 

of wars, and persecutions may or may not 

be permitted for a time to suspend its ope­

rations, much good has already been effected. 

To some extent the light of heaven has ex­

pelled the darkness of a thousand years, 
and some first fruits to God and the Lamb 

have already appeared." 

Some time ago a Memoir of PLINY FrsK 

was reprinted in this city, and has been 

read with much interest. Through the 
kindness of a friend I have been furnished 

with a copy from America of the l\tiemoir 
of his most estimable companion, and this 

I think will be found a no less acceptable 

offering to British Christians. 

It has been a frequent complaint that 

1.ome of the specimens we hayc had of Ame-
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rican biography, however excellent in many 

respects, have been too long. This may 

be partly accounted for from the consiclera­

tion, that many things which, from local 

circumstances ancl attachments, would be 

exceedingly interesting to the American 

reader, are not so to others. This remark, 

in a good measure, applies to the life of 

PARSON s. Various episodes ( as they may 

be termed,) are introduced into his l\1emoir 

by his biographer. :For example, when he 

mentions the death of a college friend, he 

gives a considerable part of his history. On 

this account I have somewhat abridged 

the American i.Uemoir, omit~ing incidents 

of little moment, and also some local cir­

cumstances and <ldtails which could only be 

interesting to those with whom the indivi­

duals referred to were more immediately 

connected. \Vhile this edition, then, is 

somewhat reduced in size, I consider it in 

this way improved, as it is rendered ~uore 

accessible by being diminished in priceJ 

while nothing of real interest is omitted. 
A ;Z 
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Some readers may perhaps think I might 

have shortened it still more, and especially 

have omitted some of those letters ( one in 

particular to his excellent mother,) in which 

he spoke of that great depression of mind 

he often experienced. ,vhen we recollect 

how very imperfectly we know the connec­

tion between mind and body, and how 

often the feelings of the former are affected 

by the state of the latter, it must be al­

lowed that the subject of mental depression, 

when associated with distinguished piety, 

is one of some difficulty. .But without en­

tering on the discussion of it here, I thought 

it most satisfactory to give a fair represen­

tation of the state of l\1r. PARSONS' mind 

as developed in his familiar correspondence 

with those to whom he could unbosom him­

self. Every one who wishes to study the 

character of eminent Christians, and to learn 

from it all that can be learned, would wish 

to ~ee them just as they are. \Ye have here 

a mental fact, which it is desirable to know, 

whatever conclusions may be drawn from it. 
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l\Ir. PARSONS, as we have seen, bore the 

distinguished and honourable clrnracter of 

a :Missionary of the Cross, and no one was 

ever more eminently endowed with the 

spirit becoming such an employment. ,Vhile 

this volume, then, contains many admirable 

suggestions and stimulating considerations 

to :Missionaries of every description,* it 

* I cannot advert to the value of this volume to 

Missionaries, without directing the attention of the 

reader to another, a copy of which ought to be found 

in every institution connected with the spread of the 

Gospel, and given to every l\lissionary when going 

to a foreign land. I refer to a volume of letters hy 

the Rev. \YrLLIA~I SwAN, entitled" Letters on l\lis­

sions," stating the difficulties of the :'.Vlissionary en­

terprise, and containing many admirable hints, both 

to those employed at home in conducting· Missions, 

and those more immediately engaged in the service. 

On this subject the writer has a peculiar claim to be 

heard, having been himself engaged for twelve years 

as a l\lissionary to Selinginsk, in Siberia, where he 

has hecn the honoured instrument of translating the 

New Testament into the Mongolian langnage, and 

has recently returned to this country to get it printed. 

He has the prospect of speedily returning to commu-
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cannot fail to be read also with peculiat 

advantage by all engaged in the Ministry 

of the Gospel, or who have the prospect of 

devoting their lives to this honourable ser­

vice. Nor, I may add, will it be found less 

fitted to edify every private Christian from 

the pee uliar spirituality of character which 

}fr. PARSONS so powerfully exemplified. 

In reading the :i\lemoir of iUr. PARSONS, 

we are carried back to the days of ED­
WARDS, BRAINERD, and HENRY JIAR­

TYN, and are reminded of that high toned 

piety by which these eminent servants of 

God were distinguished ; and while every 

reader must be struck with the contrast 

between the singular devotedness of such 

men, and that dwarfish Christianity with 

which professors in general in the present 

day rest satisfied, it is useful and edifying to 

place such models before our Yiew. \Vhile 

nicatc to the ::\fongolian Tartars that precious boon 

which he carries along with him. Who does not 

most cordially wish him God spcPd. 
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such a contrast is fitted to fill us with deep 

humility, we shall not improve these exam­

ples as we ought if they do not stimulate us 

to increased zeal and activity, while they 

show what, even in this state of imperfec­

tion, men of like passions with ourselves 

have attained. 

WILLIAl\1 INNES. 

EorsBURGH, 

April 21h 1832. 
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PART I. 

'SKETCHES OF MR, PARSONS'S YOUTH AND EDVCA'l'lON. 

LEv1 PARSONS, the second son of Rev. Justin, and 
Mrs. Electa Parsons, was born in Goshen, Massachu­
setts, Jul v 18, 1792. His childhood was not distin­
guished by any remarkable events. That loveliness 
of disposition, however, so conspicuous in manhood, 
spread a charm over his early years. He was very 
careful not to offend or displease his parents. And 
they remember, with melancholy joy, that they never 
had occasion to correct him, nor even to administer a 
sharp rebuke. He needed only to know their will, 
and it was obeyed. The same plt'a~antness of dis­
position was also manifested toward his brothers and 
sisters. He nevet· ha::l anv contention with them. 
It might he expected that· a child so obedient ancl 
pleasant at home, would he easily managed at school; 
and it is not k:10wn that he was ever censured by an 
instructor. 

lfo \\'as greatly attacherl to the domestic circle; 
and when sent ahrowl to school, a few miles only, he 
could seldom rlepart without \me ping. This was not 
the cfli>cL of childish w2ak11P5S ; bnt it rt'sultrci from the 
strength and tenderness of his a!foctions. That he had 
resolution and decision when a child, was fully mani-

n 
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festeJ to his school-fellows. In moments ofleisurc, 
he would w1ite with them in healthful sport, aml would 
retire whenever he thought proper. It was in vain 
to call him hack, for he would never return. 

Perhat~s some facts, Lut recently communicated, and 
then 011ly in confidence to a Christian friend, ought 
not to he supprc~sed. Levi was particularly a suL­
jrct of prayer before his birth, and when in the 
cnttlle he wa..; selected from the rest of the sons to he 
a pn•achcr. Thus early was he lent to the Lord 
to minister before him all the days of his life. The 
thoughts of the pious reader will instantly recur to 
the early dedication of Samuel, the propl1ei. And 
perhaps a story not dissimilar might have been told 
respecting thousands, who have been luminaries in 
the church of no ordinary splendour. \Yith the view 
just mentioned, Levi while quite young was sent a­
broad to school. He had seasons of seriousness from 
early chilclhood; lmt as his concern for his soul did 
not,· for a eonsideraule time, issue in hopeful conver­
sion, it Lecamc a serious question with the parents, 
whether they ought to give him a- classical education. 
For though secretly dedicated to the work of the gos­
pel ministry, they had no desire that he should engage 
in it with au unsanctified heart. They determined, 
however, to proceed, in the hope that at no very dis­
tant period, he might experience a spiritual renova­
tion. How mnch depended on that decision is in 
part already known. 

During a season of" refreshing from the presence 
of the Lord" in the winter and spring of 1808, Levi 
was hopefully renewed by the Divine Spirit; and in 
June following, he publicly professed his attachment 
to the Redeemer, and united with the church of C'hrist 
in Goshen. 

From this period little is known to the writer re­
specting him, till he became a member of lVIiddlebury 
College in August, 1810. Previously to this, in the 
course of the same year, his father had been ordained 
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pastor of the congregational church in Whiling, \'I. 
and had removed thither with his family. 

l\ly acquaintance with Mr. Parsons b~•gan with the 
commencement of his college life. Though hrn 
years earlier in college, I often mel. him in the samr 
conference room and prayer mreting. It is wrll 
known that the necessary distinclion of classes in 
college is, in some measure, done away by a tmion, 
which makes believers " all one in Christ. Jesus." 
The writer well recollects the pleasure, which he ex­
perienced, when yow1g Parsons was admitted a mem­
ber of the Philadel phi an Society, an association of 
pious students. Though then almost an eutire stran­
ger, his modesty and evident humility great!~· en­
deared him to the writer; and it is helicved the same 
effect was produced in other minds. 

Not unfrequr·ntly docs .Jehovah prepare those 
whom he has selected for extensive usefulness, hy sore 
outward afflictions, or distressing inward conflicts. 
'The latter was the fact with l\Ir. Parsons. Dnring 
a revival of religion, in that fa mu red in;;titution of 
which he was a member, in the autumn of 1811, he 
began very seriously to question the genuineness 
of his piety; and for a number of weeks almost des­
paired of mercy. When delivered from this cheerle,-s 
bondage, his jors were very great. As his exercises 
at this time, especially after he had a spiritual disco­
very of the divine glory, and the way of life through 
a crucified Saviour, evidently gave a cast to his whole: 
future life and character; it will probably he inter­
esting to learn from his own pen the state of his mind. 

The paper containing this account is dated 

" Middlebury College, November '22, 1811. 
" 'lbe rnvival of religion in this College com­

menced about the he~;inning of last Srptember. For 
several months previQusly to this blessed work, my 
mind was in darkness, and at times in much distress. 
I was often convinced that my hope was only thP-
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hope of the hypocrite, and that notwithstanding thi, 
public profession I had made of my faith in the He­
deemer, I should at last come short of eternal life. 
l\'Iy rea~ons for this conclusion were the following : 
mr hope did not afford consolation-prayer was ~ot 
refreshing and spiritual-religious conversation wa.s 
no more interesting than conversation upon the things 
of the world. If l am a child of God, win- is it thus 
with me? During all this time I believe· the Spirit 
of God was striving with me, and preparing me for 
a more thorough knowledg·e of my own heart. \\'hen 
the revival commenced, I said, now this question 
must he decided. I cannot live in this state of anx­
ious uncertainty. I must have more evidence of piety, 
or li,·e witlwut lwpe. At the next conference, I 
mentione!l to mv brethren the darkness and distress 
o.f my mind, wfth the hope that they would pray for 
me without ceasing. 'l'his was the eflect. My 
Christian friends connrsed with me, and prayed and 
wept for me in secret places. For this tenderness 
and faithfulness, they have my sincere thanks, and 
my prayers to God that he would reward them an 
hundred fold. 

" During the two succeeding weeks. I walked in 
thick darkness; surely it ,ras the darkness of the 
sha'.low of death. I read the promises to the peni­
tent, hut could not apply them to myself. There 
was nothing in the Bible to heal my wounded spirit­
How rea,lily would 1 have given the world, were it 
in my possession, for that peace, which God giveth 
to his children. At a meeting· on Saturday evening,. 
I rose to speak, hut coulu not proceed. ' 0 pray for 
me,' was all I could say. After meeting, my friends 
said, ' you must resign yourself to God ;' but in mJ 
view I could no more do it, than I could move the 
i:rlobe. Every etfort was stmggling against Gorl; 
every prayer was the service of the lips, not of the 
heart. I went hackward and forward, on the right 
hand and on tho left, but CQuld not find him. l re-
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tired for rest, but • my thoughts on awful subjects 
roll'tl, damnation and the dead.' I slept a few mo­
ments, hut it was the sleep of sorrow. I awoke to 
~xperience the bitterness of despair. The next Sab­
bath, as the Rev. Mr. :i\1. was absent, a sermon was 
read from 2 Corinthians, v. 20, in which the import­
ance of the present moment was urg·ed with great 
faithfulness. Again I tried to how to the Saviour. 
Reclining upon the seat, I cried audihly, so that a 
fe,v heard me, ' "·hat shall I do ?' About this time 
six of my fellow students were rejoicing in hope of 
the glory of God. This event taught me the exceed­
ing depraYit~- of my hearL It led me to reflect that 
' it is not of him that willeth, nor of him U1at run­
neth, but of God, that showeth mercy.' I could not 
be willing that such a God should reign. The Scrip•• 
tures commanded me to 1~pent, and yet affinnrd, • it 
is God that showeth mercy.' In this situation I con­
tinued until the next Sabbath moming, which I shall 
ever remember as the happiest of my life. After 
prayers in the chapel, I took my Bible, and retired 
to a grove west of the c0llege. I recollect distinctly 
the impression on my mind while I ,miked to the 
grove, that it was the last attempt ; if unsuccessful 
now, 1 can do no more. This passage of Scripture 
was fixed in my mind, • 0 Israel thou hast destroyed 
thyself.' :i\1y past abused privileges, my unholy 
prayers, my opposition to a holy God were set in 
array before me; and I saw the wickedness of my 
whole life, as clearly as I saw the sun which shone 
upon me. I helieve· I had no doubt, that I w1.s a ves­
sel of wrath fitted for destruction. \V caried and dis­
tressed 1 sat down upon a log, and contemplated the 
miseries of hell. My thoughts were thus : ' your 
doom is 110w certain ; yon did hope for heaven, but 
yon will hope no more. Your sentence is just. 0 
miserable hell ! God commands you to rrpent; hnl 
your heart is too hard, it will not relent.' At this 
inoment, I wa;, directed Lo Jesn~. a~ an all-:;uffieie1:1l 

J.: i 
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Saviour. Then my heart acquiesced in his atone­
ment, and in his dea.iings ,dth such a vile sinner, as, 
l saw myself to be ; and my soul reposed itself on 
the arm of everlasting love. l felt the chain break. 
0 it was the bondage of sin! l opened the Bible, 
and read these ,.rnrds, ' For this cause, I bow my 
knees to the God and Father of our Lord .Jesus 
Christ.' It will never be in my power to give an 
adequate description of my feelings in view of this 
passage. There was a beauty, majesty, and sweet­
ness in it, "·hich are indescribable. I dwelt upon it 
until my heart was in a flame of love. J esns revealed 
himself· in his glory. In his countenance shone a 
divine majesty and benevolence. In a moment I raised 
my hands, and exclaimed, ' Father, gforify thyself.' 
(These words were often repeated.) Thy law is 
holy, and just, and good. Let the Lord Teign, and 
let all the people keep silence before him. If l 
J)crish, I can smile to see the Lord Jesus King over 
all the earth. After an hour, I returned to my room. 
Brother Hall was sing-ing these words, ' My heart 
grows warm with holy fire.' It was sweet, heavenly 
music; it rejoiced my heart. During- the day I was 
not sensible of any peculiar change; but in th.e eYen­
in!r, after giving a statement of the dealings of God 
with me, heaven opened to my ravished eye, aml the 
divine Hedeemer took up his abode in my heart. 
This was a hope full of /!Jory-this was peace of 
conscience and joy in the Holy Spirit. Passed the 
night with uncle S. P. and it wa5 a night of heavenly 
peace. The "·orld lost iL5 charms; death appeared 
only the gate to glory. For the fo·st time, I desired 
to depart and be with Christ. The next day I was 
rather insensible until evening ;-at the close of se­
cret prayer, my soul thirsted, even panted after God. 
For two hours, I could say, ' none hut Christ-none 
hnt Christ.' It was better to sit at the feet of Jesus. 
and to hear his graciou~ words, than lo receive the 
honours and riches of the whole world. 'fo him I 
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dedicated my life, my taleuts, my all; dcsi ring lo he 
devoted to him, while 1 remain in the flesh, and to he 
accepted of him, when 1 pass the valley of the sha­
dow of death. To God, the Father, Son, and Holy 
Gho~t, be blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and 
thanksgh·ing, and honour, and 11ower, for ever.­
Amen." 

Some time after the cnnts here related, ~,Ir. Par­
sons forwarded this account to his mother, in compli­
ance with her particular request. The original pa­
per, which he penned for his own use, and from which 
it ,rns transcribed, is before me ; and I find hy com­
parison that the account now given is somewhat 
abridged. 

If, in the Christian experience of some uf C:od's 
favoured children, there be some things which excite 
our astonishment, let us not rashlr condemn that to 
which we may not )rn,yc attained: Thousands are 
undoubtedly brought into the Redeemer's kingdom, 
with far less t<lrror than l\rr. Parsons experienced, 
and without such raptures of joy. His religion, 
ho\\·rver, was of a modest character; and he was de­
cidedly opposed to any thing which savoured of os­
tentation. 

During the period under consideration, :i\lr. Par­
sons suppose~ that he had ever he fore been a stranger 
to vital godliness. But on farther examination of 
his heart, and more mature reflection, he was on the 
whole rather inclined to think otherwise. Whether 
he was, or was nut, a true believer hefore, this wa'i 
cmincntl,· a new era in his Christian life, and he 
now rece.ived an impnlse in religion, which he neYer 
Jo5t. The remnrk, though not new, is doubtless jnst, 
that the mind sometimes recciYes a hias in com·er­
sion, or in the period of first love, which gives a 
particular direction to the whole course of future life. 
This was the fact in the present instance. For in 
this delightful period of his espousals to Christ, the 
wants and wrctchPrlnes~ of the heathm wry deeply 
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impressed the mi.nu of i\lr. Parsons, and somo of his 
first desires were for their illumination and conver­
sion. 

His hope was that which maketh not ashamed ; his 
faith was not a cold assent to doctrines, nor merely a 
belief that his sins had been forgiven. Even at the 
early period of eighteen, he manifested something of 
that love to souls-that Christian zeal and expansive 
benevolence, which shone afterwards with brighter 
splendour. In the winter vacation of 1812, he spent 
several days in visiting, in his father's society, from 
house to house, for the sole purpose of recommending 
that Saviour, whom his soul loved. \\TJiether any 
salutary eJfocts resulted from this labour of love, 
another day will reveal. 

I here introduce a few extracts from i\Tr. Parsons' 
journal. It is in this paper, under date " April 5, 
1812," I find the first distinct mention of a mission to 
the heathen. He says, 

" I frequently thii1k of spending my life as a mis­
sionary to the heathen. This consideration some­
times tires me with uncommon zeal. I hope God 
will cause me to lmow his will, make me willing to go 
wherever he pleases, prepare me to light his battles, 
and afterwards receive me to his kingdom. I intend 
to think of heaven this week in my leis1ne hours." 

This last observation is worU1y of particular re­
mark. Ditforent indeed would he the condition of 
Christians, did they always, or often " think of hea­
ven," and meditate on its glories, " in their leisure 
hours." 

" Sabbath 11wrning, June 21.-The natural sun shines 
with unusual splendour, and the Sun of Righteous­
ness beams upon my soul. I hope to spend this day 

1 entirely in the divine service. Yesterday noon, bro­
ther Fisk and myself walked abroad to warn sinners, 
and to comfort the saints. In the collep:e conference 

, last evening, I was constrained to confess my vileness. 
After meeting, light dawned on my soul ; J esns ap-



R.E\'. L.E\"l PAllSOXS. 

, peared lovely, and never was I sensiblr of such lo,·e 
' to the children of God. If it is so pleasant to behold 
a few rays of Christ's glory shining in his saints, how 
glorious, how tmspeakably blessed will be the para­
rlise of God: This Eaviour whom my soul loveth, and 
melteth at the sound of his voice, "·ill be seen in all 
the majesty of God. 0 mr Saviour, how have I 
griend thee: But on thy kind arms I fall, and rest 
on thy bosom. I hope to be kept by thy love, and at 
last see thee face to face. 0 blessed morning'. 0 
my SaYiour, come quickly. 

" Babbath morning, August 16.-:Mr heart is awful­
ly cormpt, a sink of iniquity. I can join with Pre­
sident Edwards, and say that my iniquities are ' in­
finite upon infinite.' Once more will I venture near 
thy throne, 0 my God. If thou dost ever smile upon 
me, it wi.11 he through infinite, free, and sovereign 
grace. ' Let me fall into the hand of the Lord, but 
not into the hand of man.' 

r 

" September 20, 1812.-During the late vacation, 
my mind has been barren and frozen in stupidity. I 
found little enjoyment in prayer, and at times it was 
a burden. How can infinite purity endure such ser-
vices'. I have often been struck with astonishment, 
at the ciose of secret prayer, at the coldness of my 
mind. Frequently I begin hy ascribing to God the 
attributes of omniscience, omnipotence, eternity, and 
immutability ; imploring his protection, the pardon 
of my sins, the light of his countenance; beseeching 
him to exteml the Redeemer's kingdom, and glorify 
himself. Dudng all this time, I have no suitable 
sense of his Being, nor one spiritual desire for the 
extension of Christ's kiuirdom. Ee astonishrd, 0 
heaven! How just that I 'should han leanness sent 
into my soul. If I ever arrive at heaven, mv devo­
tions ,~ill be pure, aml my soul sterlfast in the.servicf', 
of God, and 

'Jesus and sahation be 
The clo,c of every son~.' 
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Hail happy day : Hecently 1 ha,·e had consitlerahle 
enjoymenL God gives me temporal prosperity, and 
now and then a glimpse of h<'aY<'n. If a distant sight 
of God affords joy unspeakable, what pleasure will 
fill my soul, whrn heaven opens to my view. 

" J,o,-d's day, October 2.'i, 181'2-This enning re­
ceived the news of the death of brother Harrington 
Hall, of SmlhnrL He had heen a member of this 
college more than two years, and one year mv room­
mate'; hut now he has l;id me a final adien. 

0

He was 
cut do\\11 suddenly, and called to appear hefore his 
judge. l\ly room-mate confined to the land of silence, 
and 1 yet Jin: I anticipated his recovery, and flat­
tered myself that I should still enjoy his company; 
but his days are numbered and finished. After he 
had performed the work assigned him, ' the silver 
cord was loosed, the golden howl broken.' 0 my bro­
ther, art thou in eternity, is thy probationary state 
closed, thy lips sealed in silence, and thy body 
left a feast for worms? Is thine eternal destiny pro­
nounced? Hast thocL seen God, and angels, and hea­
ven ? Hast thou commenced an eternal song? 0 my 
brother, my brother, farewell: By this event may I 
learn how wicked, how foolish, to place my affections 
on things below! May I be wise for time and eter­
nity, and so profit hy this and similar events, that I 
may live the life of the righteous, ' that my last end 
may he like his.' ,, 

" NQVember 7th, Saturda..y evening.-! have one 
thing particularly to lament, that a certain time, 
while attempting to pray, I had a greater desire to 
please men than God. This brought darkness on my 
soul. I hope for pardon and deep repentance. This 
evening had an unusually solemn and interesting 
meeting. I delight to be where God is worshipped. 
Let the Lord live, and reign for ever and ever. 

" My strength is weakness, my heart obdurate ; I 
need the scourging hand of God to keep me hmnble, 
lo remind me of my dependence." 
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About the 1st of January, 18B, i\lr. Parsons re­
moved his relation from the chmch of Christ in Go­
shen, :\lass. and united with the church of Christ in 
Middlebury, under the pastoral care of Hev. l\lr. 
Merrill. During the winter vacatio11 of this year, 
l\'I r. Parsons spent some time in the western part of 
l\1assachnsctts. A reference to his journey and visit 
I find in his journal, dated 

" Middlcbu1:1/ College, Jlarclt 28.-It truly becomes 
me to make meution of the guardian lo,·e of my Crea­
tor, and to live devotecl to him. \Yhilc death has 
raged in an mmsual mam1er, my life, and the li,·cs 
of my friends, arc preserved." 

[The winter of 1813 was rendered memorable in 
several sections of Yermont, hy the wmsual preva­
lence of disease arnl mortality.) 

It appears by Mr Parsons's journal, that before he 
commenced his journey to ::\'lassachusetts, he resolved 
to introduce religious conversation in all places and 
companies, where it shoulcl appear suitable. This 
resolution " I was enabled," he says, " partly to per­
form." 'fhc result is unknown, hut surely the ex­
ample is worthy of imitation. If journeys and visits 
were commenced with an unfeigned desire to glorify 
God, and to promote the salvation of men, ditforent, 
indeed, would he the aspect of society. A word for 
Jehovah at the inn, a word by the way, might he seed 
sown, which would bear fruit to eternal life, The 
day will come when visits and journeys will be " ho­
liness to the Lord;" and if Christians would improve 
these opportunities of usefulness, as some individuals 
have improved them, the amount of good would he in­
calculable. 

In May, Mr. Parsons was again brought into the 
~chool of affliction. The state of his mind may he as­
certained from his journal. 

" "ftfa;y 1.5, 1813, Sabbath morn.-Afflictions sancti­
fied are the richest blessings. They arc designed to 
quickm thr, Christian in his spiritnal work, to !rad 
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the mind to the rource of all con!!olation, to J e111.J3 

Christ, who was a ' man of sorrows, and acquainted. 
,.-W1 grief.' When some earthly object is ~aiuing an 
ascendancy in the mind; when the love of honour, of 
pleasure, of wealth. diminishes the attachment for 
heavenly meditations, then the path is heset with 
thorns, li~ht is turned into darkness, sweetness into 
wormwood uml gall, till the cry ascends to heaven, 
• I will arise, and go to my Father, and say unto 
him, Father I have sinned.' These, I would hope, 
will be the effects produced by the recent afflictive 
Providence. l\I y dear and much beloved cousin, 
Erastus Parsons: closed his mortal existence the last 
week. He was my friend, my counsellor, my Chris­
tian brother. Pleasant in his manners, instructive in 
his conversation, and devotional in religious duties, 
lie was qualified for extensive usefulness in the gos­
pel ministry. But his bright prospects were soon 
blasted, or rather pe,:fected, hy an early departure 
from the world. How aflectionatch· did he hid me 
adieu, pointing to heaven for an eternal meeting. His 
last counsel I can never forget, ' live near to God in 
secret, crucify the world, heLfaithful to sinners.' Then 
unable to say more, he breathed out a long Farewell.' 
This affliction, unless I am greatly deceived, has 
given me additional evidence of a g-oodhope, through 
grace. \Vith humble confidence 1 can sar, I loved 
God for his holiness, Christians as the image of Christ, 
the Holy Ecriptures because they arc pure. I think 
I can say, • I abhor myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes.' If a deceived heart hath turned me aside, I 
pray God to take the veil from my heart, and guide 
me in the way everlastinr. Com·inced of my weak­
ness, I desire to look to him, who is able to save to 
the uttermost. Thanks to God that those who wait 
upon hilll shall renew their strength. • The humble 
believer, amidst his greatest dangers and temptations, 
may look to him as an eternal Refuge, an u.,'lfading 
Portion." 
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" Ju{I/ 18, 1813.-This Sabbath morning is the 
eommenccment of an interesting period of my life; 
twenty years arc past. My obligations to love and 
respect my parents were ne\·er greater, and never 
more gratefully reviewed. How often they prayed 
for me, and wept over me, ,,-hen l was too young to 
know the value of their instructions, or to express 
the gratitude which they merited. "'ith what faith­
fulness did they instruct me in the knowledge of my 
own heart, and in the great plan of salvation through 
the sutlerings and death of J csus Christ. And when 
l was led captiye at the will of Eatan, and heedlessly 
pursued the road to ruin, they continuCll to warn and 
reprove with many tears. To the latest period ofmy 
life, it shall be my care to a~lministcr to their happi­
ness. 

" But to him who gave me life, is due my supreme 
affoctions, my unccasiug gratitmlc. To him, who 
died to redeem me, be glory and thanksgiving for 
ever. I desire to be iustrumcntal of advancing his 
cause. Pains, suiforings, at1-l.ictions arc not to be 
meutioncd here. To die at the stake; what is it? 
when the honour of J csus, and the adYancement of his 
kingdom require it. 0 for grace to fulfil his will, 
to be faithful even unto death. Then, animating re­
flection, may I hope to reign with all the redeemed, 
and ' he near awl like mv God.' 

" .';:eptember 12, 1813 . ....:....l have now commenced my 
last year in college. It is my tlcsire to spend it for 

r God, to be • diligent in business,' yet • fervent in 
, spirit, serving the Lord.' Intense study will check 
i the progress of piety, and lead the soul away from 
\ prayer, unless there be constant watchfulness and 
, faithfulness. Let me not forget that the glory of 
1 God is to be the ruling motive of my conduct; that no 
1 study, however interesti11~ or rnchnnting-, is of any 
consequence any farther than that it can he made to 
subserve the interests of the church. Perhaps the 
Spirit of tlie Lord will be poured out from on high, 

C 
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and sinners brought to repentance. As the most 
feeble attempts arc sometimes sanctified, I desire not 
to be weary in well doing; for in due time I shall 
reap if I faint not." 

About this time, the people in Lewis, in the county 
of Essex, N. Y. applietl to :'llr. Parsons to instruct a 
school, and aid an infant church in the devotions of the 
Sabbath. He accordiugly went and spent some time 
in that place. During his ;residence there, the church 
was very small, and though there was no special re­
vival of religiou, yet his labours were highly useful. 
Many were induced to attend puhlic "·orship, and a 
general religious hias was given to the state of so­
ciety, which yet remains, and has been followed with 
the happiest consequcuccs. A gentleman of respecta­
bility told the writer, that no person ever resided in 
that place, who was more beloved, or in an equal pe­
riod of time more useful. 

His departure from the beloved society in Lewis, 
was painful. In a letter to his ddest sister, he 
says, 

" It was with extreme regret that I parted with 
the church and people, especially my dear pupils. To 
hear them sighing the last farewell, to see them 
watching my departing· steps, with audihle grna.ns 
and streaming eyes, was a scene truly afiecting." 

In the journal of Mr. Parsons, I find the following 
motive of his return to college, which evinces a high 
religious state of enjoyment. 

" "ft:farch 17, 1814,.-Returned from Lewis, after a 
pleasant and prosperous season. Israel's God has 
been my Hope and Director. In my school and so­
ciety he went before me, and made my way agree­
able. To him be all the glory. Praise him, 0 my 
soul. Not unfrequently has the Lord remarkably in­
terposed for my deliverance. His angels have had 
d1a.rgr. concerning me, lest I should fall. Amidst 
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my fatipie ru1d triab, health, togetlter with ~Ollll'! 

glimmerings of mental light, have been m~· high pri­
vilege. God can make the wilderness pleasant, and 
the desert a hidden place for his children. In his 
name let me trust, and dangers vanbh. Heturncd to 
Bridport, witnessed the wonderful operations of thf: 
Divine Spirit; twenty-nine received to communion, 
Christians enlivened, sinners alarmed, and God glo­
rified." 

On one subject l\Ir. Parsons often reflected with 
deep solicitude. Fearful, however, of mshing "·ilh 
unhallowed step into an arduous service, and of rais­
ing expectations which might end in disappointment, 
it long remained a secret in his own bosom. The fol­
lowing letter will fully explain these remarks :-

" "l\Iiddlebur!J College, Ma!J 2, 18H. 
" DEAR PAREXTs,-1 have long desired to intro-

' duce for your consideration, a subject, which for ycan, 
has agitated my mind: a subject solemn in its nature, 
but joyful in its consequences. I mean a foreign mis­
sicm. Throug·h a distrust of my own abilities, toge­
ther with the .;lelicacy of the subject, I have hitherto 
concealed my feelings, even from my most intimate 
friends. And now nothing but the idea of w1bosom­
ing myself to my beloved parents, who with the ut­
most solicitude havP long led me by the hand in the 
paths of wisdom,could induce me to write. Being fully 
persuaded of your watchfulness and anxiety, I should 
he guilty of the most criminal ingratitude by a longer 
delay. From that blessed moment, when, as I trust, 
I experiencetl the smiles of heaven, and the joys of 
pardoned sin, the deplorable condition of the heathen 
has sensibly affected my mind. I have desired, and 
sometimes resolved, by the leave of Providence, to 
proclaim in their ear~ a crucified Saviom. This 
spring the subject has appeared more solemn than 
f'Yer, and often I am in the centre of Asia, listening­
lo the groan~ of the eastern world, which nro waft.erl 
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to heaYen for deliverance. Indeed I converse more· 
with the heathen than with my own class-mates~ 
Since I received my last lcttn from Mr. Hichards, l 
find that delay upon this sahject can no longer he in­
dulged. This great question must he decided, • Shall 
I go to Asia?' l\Ir. Richards observes, that, after 
this question is decided, all my studies must be turn­
ed into this channel. i\ly prayers, my conversation, 
and my exertions 11111st all be intended to forward this 
purpo~c. Impressed with the solemnity and import­
ance of the undertaking, and conscious of my own 
weakness and insufficiency, I would with a trembling 
heart a,a;k the a'.lvice of my parents. Confiding in 
your wisdom, and unrlcrstanding of this subject, I am 
confident that the decision will he honourable to thfl 
cause of the Hedeemer, and satisfacton· to mvself. 
To leave my country and my friends is comparative­
Iv a small trial, since I have committ,,d them to the 
d°h,inc protection. But when I consider the danger 
of proceeding- without a call from heaven; the danger 
of dendng the faith, and of sinkinc: under the afflic­
tions, ~vhich accompany such an n~rlertaking, I have 
trials of an almost o,·erwhelming magnitude. I have 
not those qualifications, those mental endowments, 
which are indispensable to a missionary. I am want­
ing in ardent piety, Christian zeal, and almost every 
thing beside, When sinking into dispondenc~·, and 
despairing of relief, tlrn sweet promises of Christ to 
his weak, yet faithful followers, give me substantial 
consolation. Taking all these thin~s in considera­
tion, what must I do? ;\fost I nci lo~ger indulge the 
thought of becoming a missionary, or a minister? 
Then death (I speak with awe) would appear more 
desirable than life. 

" Become a missionary-O blessed thought! }lay 
I indulge it! Labour, toil, suffer and die for souls­
() the honour is too great! 'Tis an angel's trust ;-hern • 
I pause and wonder. 

•• \Veigh against one soul, the pleasures of ci,·iliz-
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"cl life, the l'lldearments of friends aud relati ,·es, the 
gold of Ophir, aml the treasures of the east; how un­
equal the balance '. The sacrifice of our little all 

I should be disregarded, when the gfory of God, and 
the joys of heaven are brought into view. I have al­
ready ginn myself away to (;od, I hope, without rc­
sen·e. Nor do I wish to make any reserve as to my 
fnture life. \Yhere his Spirit dir~cts I feel bow1d to 
follow. Should infinite mercy grant me a crown of 
glor~·, how pleasing the consideration to have it 
sparkle with heathen souls. Xay, farther, how pleas­
ing to labour, to toil and suffer for him, who, throug·h 
infinite condescension and boundless grace, endured 
the pains of Cah·ary ! 

" But I forbear-Desi ring that ( ;od mav make 
you, my dear parents, rich in~ ,rnrd and doctiine, and 
g-rant you the greatest foyour conferred on mortals, 
a seat in his kingdom; l suhscrihe myself, witl1 sen­
timents of respcd and dutiful esteem." 

" Jfa9 17, 1814.-Head this day the Memoirs of 
i\Irs. Newell. Her love for the souls of the heathen 
enabled her to triumph enn in prospect of death. She 
left her beloved country and friends, and received 
even in this life, by divh1e consolation, an hundred 
fold ; and then entered joyfully upon the recompencc 
of reward. This is the portion of those, ' whom the 
King delighteth to honour.' 

" The subject of foreign missions has of late excit­
ed considerable solicitude in my mind. It has been 
a subject of prayer. I think I can say, if it be the 
will of God, I will go to Asia. I sincerely hope I shall 
be directed in the path of duty. i\lany towns in this 
vicinity are destitute of a preacher of the Gospel; 
and many souls perishing for the bread of life. Where 
duty will direct 1 know not. l\lr o,m will I dare 
not consult. Divine Redeemer, send me where I can 
best promote thy glory. Not my will but thine be 
done. 

c2 
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" J-!a:y 2.\ 181-1-.-The present is a solemn time in• 
college. God, in infinite mercy, is revh·ing his 
work. Sinners are inquiring the ,·.-a:,· to 1/.ion. • Let 
every thing which hath hreath praise the Lord.' 

" Jtfa:y 30.-Prayer meeting in my room; delight­
ful season; sinners tremble, saints rejoice. Go:l is 
present of a truth. A few he;dn to hope. -:\ly mind· 
is mmsuallr ~olemn, and my hope strengthenrd. I 
han endeavoured to discharge mr duty to my fellow 
students, and now I must leave them. The time of 
my departure from college is at hand. l\Ir impeni­
tent frllow-students, once more I would im·ite you to 
the Saviour of sinners; onc3 more I will say, • Fa­
ther, for~;iw them;' now fare"·ell '. \Yith the ·~aviour 
for our guide, friend, antl protector, we shall meet 
again; not with these clogs of sin and corruption, hut· 
with bodies made like to the Son of God. Peace at­
tend you. Finish :mar course with jor; secure a 
title to the approbation of your Judge. Fanwell.'' 

Hadng bid his impenitent fellow-stmlmts fare­
well, i\Ir. Parsons seems, in the remaining sentences, 
to have included the whole colleg", many of whom 
were hopefully pious. 

The follO\dng letter to Hev. i\foses Hallock, of 
Plainfield, 1'Iassachusetts, will show the state of his· 
mind, during a season of unusual religious attention. 

" JI'iddlebu,y College, June 2,J., 1814-. 
" R1sv. 8rn,-The present is a solemn p"riod, 

God is pleased, in his mysterious Praddcnce, to visit 
this st'minary again by the effosions of his Holy Spi-­
rit. The work commenced about four weeks since. 
Four young gentlemen of promising talents, who harl • 
been long re/!,'ardless of God and their own sah-ation,. 
are now proclaiming their Maker's praif'es. At pre­
sent they appear to possess the spirit of Christ, and 
a.re mnch engaged for the salvation of their fellow-
1-tudents. Thousands ma.y be brought. to glory through 
the instmmcntalit.y of these young disciples; perhi>,p'.t-
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many perishing heathen. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul! 
let all the saints praise him. Last enning ahout an 
hundred students assembled in a conference meeting, 
and many were deeply a'.foctcd. "-hilc the brethren 
spoke of the attributes of God, particularly his justice 
in the destruction of the incorrigible sinner, and his 
mercy in saving any, all was silent as the grave. One 
who harl fo;· some time neglected his duty as a Chris­
tian, and mingled with the world, arose with a bur­
drned heart. His cow1tenancc strongly indicated the 
ang·uish of his mind. He spake of his past cont.luct 
with the deepest regret, and solemnly ,varned sinners 
not to let his life 1nove the ruin of their souls. ?i'Iany 
wept; 0 res, many who, a fow da~·s since, trifled 
with serious subjects, now weep for their immortal 
souls. The scene remiid,·<l us of the general 
judgment, when saints ,vill rejoice in the smiles of 
their Saviour, and the sinner trnnhl:· at his final sen­
tence. Some of those very imliddua1s, who were most 
actiYc in wickedness, now err for mercy. God has 
8miled upon this institution in a peculiar manner. 
This is tlie fourth revival which I have witnessed 
here. In the senior class twentr-fin are hopefully 
pious; in the freshmen all but four. • Not nnto us, 
0 Lord, not unto us; but to thy name he all the 
glory.' \Vhat wonders are wrought• in the name of 
the holy child .Jesus!' There is the sound of much 
min. 0 that the saints in Plainfield would pray for 
us at this critical moment. "'ho can tell but C-::od 
designs to raise up many in this college to proclaim 
salvation to the heathen, and hasten on the latter glo­
rious daY? 

" Th~ revival among your dear people is peculiar­
ly plea~ing to Christians here. God is eYitlently de­
molishing the ,mils of ~atan's kin~dom, and building 
up his own. 'fh,~ church is coming up out of the 
wilderness, leaning on her beloved." 

\Yith the extent of this reviYal, the writer is.un-
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acquainted. Hevh·als, however, in !'!eminaries of 
!'!cience ate sometimes w1dcrrated. \\"hen the major­
Hy arc professors of religion, a small munbcr of hope­
ful conversions mar he the ctfoct of a comparatively 
great display of divine grace. A revh·al in a literary 
institution, which brings ten into the Hedeemer'i, 
kingdom, may in reality be equal to one elsewhere, 
which numhers ten times as many subjects, and the 
consequences to the church and the world may he far 
morP. propitions. 

l'-lr. Parsom was graduated in August, 18H. As 
It scholar his standing was highly respectable. At 
the exhihitions of his class, he was hononred with 
flattering appointments; and at the conmwncement in 
which he took lrave of college, he pronounced to m1i­
vcrsal acceptance a eulogy on the celebrated Scotch 
Reformer, John Knox. \Yith this appointment he 
was much pleas1·d, as it led to a more intimate ac­
quaintance with that venerable man, and tended to 
invigorate his faith and piety. 

While at Jliddlcbnn-, he was in an excellent 
school both for his unde1:standing and his heart. In 
addition to the pious instruction enjoyed in college, in 
the sanctuary, he was permitted to witness four re­
vivals of rrligion. In the promotion of at least three 
of them, he was in some degree instrumental. 

His usefulness, while in college, was considerable. 
His amiable deportment, m1iform pietr, and Chris­
tian faithfulness, will doubtless be remembered by a 
goodly number with m1ceasing gratitude. l\Jany of 
his leisure hours were employed in religious conver­
sation with his follow students ; others were spent in 
visiting from house to house, and recommending that 
Redeemer on whom he believed. He was generally 
accompanied in his excursions by a Christian brother, 
Rnd often hr that dear friend, who has since been his 
companion in labour and tribulation. In July, 1812, 
while many were celebrating our nation's birth-dar, 
)Ir. Parsow; and the writer ,yalkcd four mile~. and. 
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11.ftcr "'r, comrnrnced our labour of love, called at 
every house, conversed with every individual, and 
prayrd in every family. At another time he 
wandered alone a short distance from college, and 
called at a house, where was a company of young 
ladies. all .strangers. At first he hesitated whether 
to introduce religious conversation, fearing- it would 
be un\\·elcomc. But reflecting on his coYenant vows, 
and that he must meet these y~ung- immortals in judg­
ment, he tenderly and faithfully recommended to 
their consideratioil the impo1-ta~ce of early piety. 
YVhen he departed, all were sole1m1, and some in 
tears. Toward the close of his senior year, he went 
seYera.l times to some of the rn01.mtai11· towns in the 
vicinitr of :\liddlelmry, and assisle1l scattered disci­
ciples there in the de\·otions of the Sabbath. Justice 
requires me to state that these labours of love were 
not performed at the expense of colle~c duties. In 
his attention to these he "·as conscientiously and mi­
nutely faithful. And though not actuated by a 
worldlv ambition, few, if am·, havr lircn more anx­
ious to· store their minds with useful knowledge, or 
more di!igC'nt in t!H• pursuit. 

As there has been invariably a friendly intercourse 
hetwcm the people of i\liddle.bury and the members 
of college, the pious student lrn<, frequent opportunities 
of doing good. Of these Mr Parsom availed himself; 
but the extent of his usefulness whilr. in Colleg·e can­
not be ascertained at present ; nor will it he accurately 
known, till that day when the g-ood and evil of our 
lives, with all their momentous consequences, will be 
disclosed to a wonderin11: world. It is, however, al­
ready knO\rn that his Christian faithfulness was in a 
numher of instances, O\rncd and honoured by the Holr 
Spirit I shall adduce one instance as a specimen of 
the rest. It is taken from " Th(' Hichmond Family 
Visitor," Va.; and styled" A Trihutr. to ~fr. Par­
sons." It is datrd Norfolk, .Tnly 13, 1822. Tbr 
writer, supposed to be a Prcsbyt.erian clergpmm of 
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that place, 15ay~, " a few years since it wa~ m~- hap­
piness to enjoy the acquaintance and fricnd~hi p of Mr. 
Parsons, while we were members of Middlebury col­
lege, in Vermont. At that time I was yow1g and 
thoughtless, and in all that relates to personal piety, 
worse than inditforent. Mr. P. took frequent oppor­
tW1ities of conversing with me on this momentous sub­
ject. Ii was my first resolYe to shw1 his society, or 
directly desire him to be less concerned about me. 
But his piety was so deep and ingenuous,-was so 
unequivocally yet unostentatiouslr manifested in all 
his actions, words and looks, that before I was aware 
of it, he had gained an access to my hardened bosom, 
and excited the first serious solicitude for my immortal 
interests. The friendly firmness with· which he 
alarmed my fears, the fidelity and intelligence with 
which he illustrated the plan of redemption by an Al­
mightr and Divine Saviour, the affection which breath­
ed through his mam1er, and the chastened rapture 
with which he used to speak of the life ,md immorta­
lity oflered through Christ to the penitent,-should 
excite an aflectionate rememhnmce of my sainted 
friend, with the warmest gratitude to him f~om whom 
all holy desires, all good coW1sels, and just works do 
proceed." 

If all candidates for the Gospel ministry were as 
pious and active as the subject of this memoir, our 
colleges, already one of the brightest ornaments of 
our c-0W1try, would be a richer blessing, and send 
forth deeper and broader streams to " make glad the 
citv of God." l\1any youth in the walks of science, 
uninindful of God a~d- heaven, might he quickened 
and sanctified by grace, become heralds of the cross, 
and turn many from dark11ess to light. Or shoulrl 
some, rescued from ruin by the blessing of heaven 
upon Christian faithfulness, fill important stations in 
civil life, their influence would be of immen~o vaht11 
1.l.1 the cause of Christ. 
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The private journal and letters of 1\Ir. Parsoui 
form the most important materials for his history 
during his residence at Andover. 

Journal-" Sabbath, .Decemba 18, 1814,.-}ly heart, 
how desperately wicked'. It renders dutr a burden, 
the Sabbath wearisome, and my whole life unplea­
sant. Long haw l desired to subdue it, but the work 
still remains to he done. I comlemn its wanderings, 
and then listen to its desires. In nff hours of re­
tirement, it allures my miwl awav fro~ God; it de­
ceives and poisons. • Often wheri I would commune 
with God, I comm1me with the worlrl. Even before 
the excellency of the Saviour, the societv of saints, 
and the jo~·s of heaven, my mind freqne~tly prefers 
the gronlling ohjects of sense. How long shall I he 
a slave, a stranger to hrann '. 0 for spiritual wea­
pons to fight against the world'. 0 happy hour, 
when I shall he able to keep my heart from sin. This 
will make hPaven pleasant. There will he no wan­
derings, no drowsiness nor inactivity. The joy will 
he pPrfcct and increasing forever. ,Yhat soul does 
not faint for the courts of our God? 

" l never read the works of Baxter, Flavel, Dod­
dridge, and other piom fathers in the church, without 
being ashamed of myself. Ther walked by faith, 
fought with spiritual weapon~, made rapid advances 
in grace, and were dead to the world. Their memory 
is blessed. But O how little enjoyment I have; 
how little courage in heavenly things! How un­
like the martyrs and saints before me ! Blessed Jesus, 
I daily and hourly di~onour thy cause. My wound 
is incurable without thine aid. Still permit a wretch 
to plead for the greatest privilege, that of being dead 
to the world, and alive to thee. I am utterly insuf­
ficient for the work; wilt thou, 0 my Saviour, assist 
me by thy Spirit. Make me thine wholly and forever. 
0 that this week might he spent more to the glor~· of 
thy namr. I humbly desire to lie kept from foolish 
Mm·e1·satio11. from Yllin ;rnrl ~info! thoughts. PrP-
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5ervc me from m11.king w1due reflections on the con­
duct of others. 1 would constantly consider myself in 
the presence of (~uJ. As piet~, is the most important 
qualification of a minister, I would eudeavour to hold 
constant communion with my Sa-dour, converse fre­
quently with my heart, and read the Scriptures with 
solemnity and prayer. I hope to inquire every even­
ing whether I have sernd (~otl aright, and then com­
pose m~·self to sle<'p in the arms of my Saviour. 
First when I awake, I would raise rny thoughts to 
God. When I walk with my fellow-students, I would 
have devctional am.I interesting subjects employ our 
time. As neglect of these duties has been the cause 
of my stupidity, I would implore divine assistance to 
reform. Now, 0 my faviour, thou knowest my 
wrakness; I humbly plead to be remembered in thy 
covenant, to be saved from a cold and barren heart, 
and to be prepared to sern thee and my generation 
with fidelity. Amen." 

" Piety is the most important qualification of a mi­
nister." 'fhis remark, though not new, deserves to he 
inscribed in capitals in the stud~, of every minister, 
and every candidate for the ministry. What but the 
want of fcrvcut, enlightened piety frequently renders 
the ministrations even of evangelical clergymen lan­
guid and inetfoctual? The most acute and accom­
plished theologian, without ardent love to God and 
man, does little good; while one far his inferior in 
other respects, hut possessing· this hi;.;11 qualification, 
is often the honoured instrument of bringing many 
souls to glorv. 

" Lcrd's JJr.y, I',ecember 26: 1814-.-Duringthe last 
week hatl some inten·als of religious enjoyment; but 
much coldness and stupidity. When will the happy 
time arrive, in which I shall have nothing to lament; 
my heart be kept with all diligence, my conversation 
be heavenly, my joy unintenupted? Heviewing my 
conduct for a few days, I find much to condemn. Lit­
tle does my life resemble that of my glorious pattern. 



The "·orld steals upon nl_\' a!iections, ru1tl ro1is me of 
my joy ; awl l fear it will roll mP of the crown of 
glory reserved for the hwulile followers of the Lamh. 
One morning, I sutfored the world to occnpy the time 
which ought to have been derntcd to secret devotion, 
anrl bitter was the efl<-ct. I count that day lost; God 
forgive. Let this teach me the danger of neglecting 
tlut_L The seYere atliiction of being deprind ofmy 
sight for a numhrr of days, I hope will Le sanctified 
Should I finally lose my sight, God \1·oulcl be just, and 
worthy of my highest praise. l?ut this \1·ould depii-rc 
me of the opportunity of preaching the Cospel,which 
l most ardently desire, and cut off my most sanguine 
expectations. Still I ought not to complain. (~ocl 
has other means of advancing his kingdom, and of 
evangelising the heathC'n. Eut I would humbly beg 
to be an instrument in his hand of saYing souls; 'ne­
vcrthelPss, not mY will, hut thine he done.' 

" 18lr,.-This· year is ushered in by a pleasant 
sun, a sacred da_\·, a happ:: emblem of that da_\·, \\·hich 
shall compl, te the joys of the saints. 'I his desirable 
period will he thr commrncement of new pleasures, 
new enjoyments, new discoveries. The dear delights 
which we here call a foretaste of heaven, will he 
mightily increased. 'Jhe spirit no longer encrnnber­
ed with flesh, 110 longe1· perplexed with tloubts antl 
trials, will he presented spotless hefore the throne of 
God, haying been washed and made white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 'llrnre the Eun of Highteousness 
will shed his brightest lirams, and discover his un­
cloutled glory. •:('here the :;aints will tlrink of the 
river of life. The wonders of redeeming grace \\'ill 

be continually unfolding, and the heirs of glory will 
rise nearer and nearer to God, and enjoy increasing 
happiness without the possibility of being satiated. 
,Vith one voicl' and heart, they will exclaim, ' wor­
thy art thou, 0 Lord, to receive glory and honour, 
dominion and mig-ht.' That I may be prepared to 
bear a humblr pa.rt in this holy employment, I desire 

D 
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to tledicate to my Hedeemcr all my powers and ser­
vices this year. I desire to commence a new life 
with God, to reform wherein I have erred; to honour 
my Redeemer; to advance the happiness of my fel­
low-creatures, and to he assimilated to the divine 
image. 0 my God, I am ignorant, ,dlt thou teach 
me ; I am weak, wilt thou breathe upon me, by thy 
Holy Spirit, and l shall live. 0 Holy Ghost, sancti­
fier of hearts, renovate my mind, purify my soul, and 
make me a vessel of mercy prepared nnto glory. 
Grant me thy gracious influences this year. Keep 
me from falling into any sin; make me truly peni­
tent and submissive; guide me in duty; enlighten my 
Wlderstanding; strengthen my mental faculties; en­
able me to obtain a complete victory over my heart, 
and lo increase in wisdom and grace for J esus's sake. 
It shall he my constant prayer, hy divine assistance, 
to be presernd from a vain and impenitent heart, 
from nnchristian conversation, from foolish thoughts, 
from a formal observance of sacred duties, from the 
appearance of vanity before the world or my fellow­
students, from indulging an impatient disposition, 
from hasty and W1suitablc reflections upon the cha­
racters of others, from imbibing erroneous sentiments, 
and from pride, that e11e11~y of all happiness, that de­
stro!Jer of souls. To avoid these evils, it shall be my 
constant etfort to rnnder my mind devotional in se­
cret; and never to neglect, nor hastily perform, 
those duties, which are the life of the Christian. I 
would have the word of God familiar, and my mind 
deeply impressed with its sacred truths. My conver­
sation must be chaste; my seasons of meditation fre­
quent; the sins, which easily beset me, critically 
watched, and my life nnifom1ly serious and devout. 
I must watch unto prayer, till every enemy is suh­
dued, till the heart is completely sanctified, and the 
~oul prepared to ming-le with the general nsscmhly of 
the saints in worlds of light." 

Frnm a ldtcr t.o his parents, uatN1 .l,111Uarr .,, 
181.i, l 1nak,• llw folln\\"i11µ; extr11ct :-
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" Your letter was refreshing lo my drooping spi­
rits. True, as there observed, ' pride kills the 
Christian.' Being ung11arded in this respect has cost 
m11 much trouhlr and sorrow, and giYen me reason 
for lasting- humiliation. The individual, who antici­
pates ent~ring the ministry, should suitahly consider 
tlw !'.'acredness of the work. To mistake here is fa­
tal. \\'hen a minister falls, he seems to tear down the 
pillars of the church. An ineligious minister may 
flourish for a time, hut he most certainly will bs 
made an example of the divine displeasur~. It will 
be manifest to the world, that the man who trusts to 
himself is a fool. How can a11 ung-odly minister 
I.each a religion, the power of which he never felt? 
,Yhi>n called to the death-bed of a saint, will not con-
1<cience tell him, that the ground on which he stands 
is holy? \Yill he not hear a voice, saying, • This is 
too nigh lwaven for thee?' I doubt not but I shall 
have )~-our daily prayers, that this character may never 
be mine." 

lt is said of the excellent and lamented Henry 
1\lartvn that he took the Hcv. David Brainerd for hi1' 
model. I ,lo not know that Mr Parsons selected any 
one in particular; but the following extract from hi~ 
journal will not, it is presumed, he w1interesting. 

•· January 8, 181.i.-:\luch refreshed this day by 
perusing the life of Brainerd. How completely de­
voted to God, how ardent his aflections: Wbat thirst­
ing after holiness, what love for souls I His life was 
short, but hrilliant and useful. He ushered in a glo­
rious day to the church. Counting pain and distress, 
and every bodily infirmity as dross, he patiently en­
countered difliculties and dangers, and at last sweetly 
resigned his all to his Saviour. ::\1ultitudes will 
have reason to call him blessed. l\lany perishing ln­
rlians will remember his carne~t desire tor their good, 
with gratitude and lon. He ha.~ t1mght the world 
im important lesson, arnl cnforC'ed it by a powerful 
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example, that the In<lians are capable of civilization, 
an:1 susceptible of the finer feelings of humanity. 

" How important the object of sen-ling them the 
Gospel, and of instructing thmn in the way of life. 
\Yhat objection to so noble an undrrtaking? Will any 
plea-:l. that they ha Ye hostile di~positions? \Vho, I ask, 
ha~ not? \Vhilc unassisced hy divine truth, will 
their situation eyer he changed 'for the better? Must 
Lhesr sulforing· millions, who have the greatest de­
mand upon our charit~,, lose eternal enjoyment, and 
hecome heirs of perdition? Hea~on, religion forbids. 
Will any plead that the time has not come to en­
lighten them? Vain 1110,tals, claiming the prerogative 
of God, and condenming nations to ignorance-pre­
swnptuous excuse for indolence: \Vill any bring it 
to the har of God, when these wretched Indians point 
to us, as the cause of their ruin? Had the Apostles 
and p~·imitive Christians indulg:ed the same excuse, 
our situation would haYe been as deplorable as theirs. 
L,.t us then press forward \\'ith a zeal worthy of so 
good a cause. Let it never he said that the Indians 
will not embrace the Gospel, till the experiment has 
been fairlr tried; and when Divine Pmvidence cries 
forhea-:-, ,{·e mar rid our skirts of their blood, and 
have t!H' satisfaction of having; done our duty." 

" Sabbath evening.-Had some satisfaction in the 
sanctuary, some pantings after holiness. Eut O my 
foolish heart'. It leads me astray, and sends lean­
ness into my soul. It is but a moment I can fix my 
attention on God, or taste celestial joys ; the world 
affords some suhject of amusement, and gains my 
heart. 1u the forenoon, dming the first prayer, I en­
deavoured to guard my thoughts, and fix my mind on 
the solemnity of the employment. I was immediate­
ly attacked. \Vhen one suhjrct was not suflicient to 
ti.irn my mind from God, anothpr "·as presented still 
more alluring-, till I fell. How inadequate to keep 
m ,. own heart '. Do the saints sanctitfod lrnow no such 
.trials? then happy. happy slate of glory: LPt it he 
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my ,·tmstaut employment this week to 5wird my 
thoughts in prayer. 0 for divine assistance'." 

Extracts from a letter to an afflicted relative, ,rho 
had been bereaved of her eldest son, and soon after of 
her eldest daughter, in an w1expected manner. 

'' Andover, Jcmum:IJ 2.'J, 181.'J. 
" l\h Ih:AR Au~-r,-\'our situation in this time of 

11.tflictioll is continually on my mind. Truly the lumd 
of God is heavy upon yon. In the most unexpected 
manner have your hopes been cut otf, and your cup 
made bitter with wonmrnod and g·all. The first af­
fliction made your heart hleed; hut when your tears 
were scarceh· dried for a beloved son, God said, it is 
not enough, i must take another, and cause renewed 
weeping· and mourning;. God has done it; his glorr 
require(! it; the good of the universe required it, shall 
we ask the reason why? Sufficient for us is the fact, 
that it was devised in. infinite wisdom. The true be­
liever desires no more. His mind is calm because 
Gorl has done it. lt is the language of every sancti­
fied heart, ' though he slay me, yet will I trust ir, 
him.' • Thongh atfiir,tions he repeated, I will not 
complain.' Thus the saint has peace ; he lies at J esns' 
feet; he bows in submission to the will of his Fa­
ther. 

" I trust, my dear aunt, that these are your feel­
ings, that you can say, these afflictions profit me. If 
so, what reason to rejoice '. you may look forward to 
the period when God shall wipe away all tears, when 
your heart shall no more beat with sorrow, and break 
with grief. One smile from Jesus will fill the soul with 
rapture. Hereafter ,ve shall look back with surprise 
upon our conduct here. We shall wonder that we 
rndured afflictions ,Yith so little fortitude,-that WP. 

were no more humbled tmder the chastisements of c1 

kind and merciful Pa.rent. The situation of the per~ 
!'on who is afflicted, and ha-'S no interest in the RP,-

o 2 
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deemer'.s blood, calls for the compassion of ewry feel­
ing heart. At that day when the saints shall be 
openly acknowledged and acquitted, he will have the 
hitter reflection that his sorrow is the beginning of 
sorrows. \Vhat reason have we to rejoice that we 
hope in the mercy of God. Dear then, Dear aunt, 
your trials with Christian resignation; compose your 
mind with this truth, that all things work together 
for the good of the redeemed. Although our Lord 
delay his coming, yet he will certainly remember his 
covenant; and in the best time accomplish his pur­
poses. He will bear you in the arms of his love, and 
present you spotless before his throne with exceeding 
joy." 

l\lost of the thoughts penned in l\lr. Parsons' jour­
nal of February 8, appear to lie the substance of an 
a::ldress delivered to his class. Their excellence will 
be a sutiicient apology for their insertion. 

" Particularly we were reminded of the necessity 
of culth-ating a devotional spirit, of living near the 
throne of grace. l\lake piety your supreme object; 
let your studies never intrude on those hours, which 
God demands as his own. Hold constant communion 
with heaven. Keep your hearts constantly wann 
with grace. What will it avail you, if you should 
store up a vast fund of kn::nvlcdge, and leave your 
hearts barren? It is murdering time; it is robbing 
the church of Christ ; it is destroying· souls. Wt> 
fear you will fail here. Do you wish for usefulness? 
Be pious. Do you wish to be successful in the minis­
try ? Be distinguished for piet.!J. Do you wish to 
spend your time pleasantly? Be pious. Finally, 
your all depemls upon it. \Ve beseech you not to let 
ii day pass without much reflection, without ardent 
prayer." 

" }ebrum:lJ 28..-Set apart this day for fasting; par­
ticularly to deplore the barrenness of my heart, my 
Ufelessness in relig·ion, my practical infidelity, and 
likewise to implore the DiYi11e blessing upon * * * 
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and * * * who a,·e in great distress for t-ih ; 
that (;od would give them the joy of believing, the 
consolations of his Spirit. In connection with these 
subjects the case of my own brother * * ,.," who 
is ahout entering upon his studies, impressed my 
miud ;-that God would sanctify his heart, make him 
an instrument of good, and receive him to glory. 

" A profitable scasou. \Vas enal)]ed to sec morn 
of the pride of my heart, the hatefulness of sin, my 
absolute deprndence 011 sovereign grace. .No grace 
I more 1v:ed, an:i for which I more rarnestly pray, 
than !tumili~1/; to possess the disposition of a child, 
to copy the example of Jesus. ' 8earch me, 0 
Goi, and try my wars! purge me with hyssop, and 
I shall he cleau.' I hope in a merciful God: l 
would confide in his government. 0 that I might 
plea,l till I die for my brother * * * * 
that his soul may be sand. 0 that all the saints 
mi/!,·ht pray for him continually, and may God be mer­
ciful for his name's sake." 

From a letter t.o his eldest brother written auout 
the same time, I make the following extracts:-

" The period of peace was ushcr~d in, by the rin~­
ing of bells, the roaring- of cannom, and shouts of joy, 
in this place. At eight o'clock at night we were 
alarmed by the tumult, and preparing to hear the cry 
of' .fire;' but how ditforent, it was ' peace, peace.' 
For ahout two hours we did nothing hut shake hands. 
The countenancc·s well expressed th'} language of the 
heart. One obse1Tes, • we can now go to India;' an­
other, • we can now distribute Bibles;' and all say, 
' Zion ,vill now prosper.' How dHforent from the 
lani,iage of the world. It all centered in God. The 
ge~tle~an, who brought the news from New York to 
Hoston, rode himself to death. Poor man '. The news 
arrived in Portland at midnight, and excited a uni­
nrsal err of• fire.' You will rejoice with all lh11, 
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:iends of our cow1try, that the :;word may now he 
~turned to its scabbard. Of this enough." 
" I was much interested yesterday by receiving 

articulars from China. It is found that the Chinese 
mguage is as perfect and easy to be understood, as 
:ir own. The account that the language consists of 
fteen thousand characters, and cannot be acquired in 
whole life, is a mere fable. The C'hinese are well 

olished, remarkahly fond of reading, but perfectly 
\·erse to every thing foreign. \Ve shall be able to 
htain a dictiona1-y and grammar in that language 
)on, and can study to great advantage. I mention 
1is as a singular omen for good to the church. God 
; speaking peace to the troubled world, and prepar­
:ig the way for the universal propagation of truth. 
lending from his throne, 

0

he says to his servants. 
Go preach the gospel to every creature, for the set 
ime to favour 1/,ion is come.' \Ve hear his voic0 
nd obev his command. \Ve dedicate all that we 
ave lo· the advancement of Zion, not holding our 
ives dear to us, nor seeking any worldly happiness. 
:'he present eventful period calls for rmiversal thanks­
iving and praise. God has pleaded his own cause. 
verted the stroke that was aimed against the church, 
,roken the arm of the oppressor, and verified his pro-
1ise that ' no weapon formed against her shall pros­
ier.' Hail auspicious era'. dawn of millennial glory·, 
,i rth-day of the world ! \Ve look forward with 
1leasing emotions to that period, when anthems to 
Psns shall he heard from the lips of Greenlanders; 
rhen the degraded Hottentot shall joyfully receive 
he honours of the Gospel ; when the learned Hindoo 
hall tr<'ad upon his idols ; when the unbelieving 
cw shall look on him whom he has pierced, and 
nonrn; when the whole world shall unite in ascrib­
ng ' blessing, and honour, dominion, and might to 
tim who was slain, and hath redeemed us by his 
,lood.' Cold is that heart which is not fired with 
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this celestial theme. To he uninterestf'd 
certain token of a heart opposed to Gorl. 
portanl, then, that onr hearts be changed. 
to expect happiness without! 

hf"re, is 11, 

How irn­
Ilow ,·ain 

" i\Iy hf'alth is good at present. Time glides 
pleasantly away." 

Extract from a letter datf'd i,Iarch 2u. 

" One thing more I have to lament respecting my 
college life, that is, neglect of private derntions. lt 
is not sufficient that these duties he observed daih· ; 
but thevmust he attended to \dth fen·our and humi!it,·. 
A man;s private and public charnctrr ahrn::s mo~·e 
together. If constant communion ,1·ith Go,l he not 
held in secret, it will lie o1iserved; it will n'move 
every source of inward delight, and rcuder us 1rnfit 
for any office in the church. 

',vhat hero like the man who stands him~elf, 
And dare, to meet his naked heart alone, 
And hear intrepid the full charge it bring~.'" 

The semi-annual fast of the thrological seminary 
occurred this year on the 3d of ;\farch. Eome of i\lr. 
Parsons's devotional exercises, as recorded in his jour­
nal for this day, are deemed worthy of prcsen·ation. 

" There appears to prevail a general spirit of 
prayer in this institution. A nwnber of my class­
mates, who a fe1,· weeks since were criminall~- ~tupid., 
are now confessing ihei r sins, and rejoicing in God. 
How pleasant to see Christians live consistcntlr, to 
exemplify in their daily deportment that important 
/?;race, liumili(1J,-to evince to the "·orld, wliat lliey 
believe, that they are strangers aml pilgrims. Had 
this temper zmiver.~ally prevailed in the church, infi­
dels conld nenr have ca~t such rrproaches upon 
Chri:-t ; superstition would have been unknown. i 
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CnristiM i;eal would havo been attended with know­
ledge ; sectarianism wonld not have existed. 

- " The whole domain of Christianity would nol 
have afforded grow1d to erect a temple to discord. 
The evils, then, which Christians so sincerely lament. 
arc in a considerable degree produced by their own 
coldness. The amazing guilt, which I have con­
tracted in this wa~-, must crush me forever, unles~ 
sovereign g-race interpose ; and the evil which I hav1> 
brought upon souls calls loudly for repentm1ce and 
evrrlasting humility."' 

E;i;:tracts from a letter to his l\lother. 

" March 4, 181:i. 
" :\h DEAR MoTHER,-For a considerable time 

after I arriwd at this seminary, God was pleased not 
vnly to take from me my usual health; but to with­
draw the light of his countenance. He was pleased 
to show me the vileness of my heart; the criminality 
of my life, and my desert of his frowns. Then my 
eyes run down with tears, because I had offended a 
holv God. I was as a dove bereft of her mate. I 
we~t mourning all the day. I sought my Saviour in 
the closet, in his sanctuary, among his saints; but found 
him not. But I think I lmow, my dear mother, what 
it is to be washed in that fountain which is opened 
for sinners. The load of guilt which pressed me 
4own, is removed. Jesus smiles ; my heart is refresh­
ed, my thoughts elevated to heaven. Friday last wa<; 
the best clay I have ever had. Never did the Saviour 
appear more lovely, more exalted. Never were re­
ligious duties more pleasant. l\ly soul walked from 
earth to heaven, from time to eternity, and mingled 

(_ with the songs of the redeemed. The holy Jesus 
condescended to commune with me ; to show me the 
richness of his character, lo speak peace to my troubled 
mind. Such a season outwei~hs the worlrl; it siripi 
~arth of its charms, time of iti; splrndomi; it g-ivtt• l!l 
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eternity lts ~olemnities and its pleasures. Many o( 
my brethren in this seminary had the same feelings, 
and at the same time. Many observed that they 
never witnessed a season like that; that they never 
knew what it was to love the brethren before, to see 
Jesus with spiritual eyes At four o'clock Dr. \Yoods 
gave ns a most interesting sermon from Rev. iii:,17, 
18. He was deeply interested, and spoke with Her­
nity in view. Christians hung on his lips, and when 
he spake of the fulness of Jesus to save, their hearts 
melted within them. 0 for such a Saviour who 
would not die! How sweet to sit at Jesus' feet for 
ever, and sing his praise. Heaven would be no joy 
to the saints, if Jesus were absent; earth has no 
charms without him. \Yill you not, my dear mother, 
give me up for this Saviour? I know you will. 

" How aflecting to see proud sinners bow the knee 
to God'. One person, a few days since, came into my 
room, and upon his knees entreated me to pray for 
him ; and this very person but lately would have con­
sidered it a disgrace to bow even to a king. How as­
tonishingly this evinces the truth of our holy religion'. 
Every thing that exalteth itself against God shall be 
brought low. 

" \Yhen I n.flect upon the distance at which I have 
kept from heaven, and my present weakness, my 
mind involuntary adopts the language of Dr. W atb;, 

' Those holy joys, my God, restore, 
And guard me that I fall no more.' 

" Thi~, I trust, will be your continual prayor for 
me; and may we at last enter upon the recompence of 
reward, through free grace." 

Extract from a letter of lVIr. Parsons to a relative, 
dated 

" Jfarch 23, 181:i. 
" four letter, my dear cousin, was received with 

p,'culii.r pleasure. • I.ct.tors fro111 frielllli w~ro 111:vcr 
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r.10:·l' acceplahle than at present. fcparaterl M I 1ntr 
from every relative, and from almost every former 
acquaintance, 1 not unfrequently indulge moments 
of despondency. There are no privileges, how­
ever distinguished and precious, that can nnder 
my friends less dear, their society less desirahlc. 
\\Te r(' it not for the presence of J ~sus, that friend 
of the friendlcfs, ,i-ho could bear the cold civility 
of strangers, the solitude of a foreign land? But 
with this ::a.Yiom·, what stranger is not a friend, 
what wildcrnPss docs not smile? 'I hpse or similar 
feelings, I think, lrnve been mine of late. I tind 
great advantage by !wing retired from the world, 
and by enjoying umlisturhed communion with my 
heart. It is in the calm recesses of the mind that 
Jesus delights to d wrl l ; and eYery Christian can say, 
that his views of Goel are m~t satisfactory, when he 
lh-es nParest to heann. 'l he world deceins by its 
flatteries, and wom1Js the pious heart by its pleas~res. 
And strang-e to tell, the Lh!"istian who has been a 
thousand times pierccrl hy such pleasures, Ions them 
still. When, dear F---. shall we loYe only that 
which Jesus Ions ? when shall we be enea!!:ed° in no 
employment hut his? Do I 11sk when ? u\VhPn it is 
best. How often han I rlP~ired to g·o to heaven 
without a sigh-to wear a crown without a cross '. 

" The glimpse v:hich l had of late of the corrup­
tion of my heart, has almost destroyed my hope. Had 
I tu contend alone with this enemv, mv heart, where 
would he the victon· ? \ \"here would be the rcwarrl ? 
• But thanks be unt~ (-::od, who giveth us the victory'.' 
How can I mourn, when my ~ayiour smiles. Now 
l look at my enemies, and behold they are gone." 

Respecting the observance and improvement of the 
~ahbath, I find in l\Ir. Parsons's journal for March 
26, 1816, some thoughts, which will doubtless be in­
teresting to enry Christian reader. Allowing for 
difference in external circumstances, they teach us 
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huw all ought to impro,·c that sacred u.a_L .. The 
best manner of spcuu.iHg the :-:ahlialh has loug 1,eru 
the suhjcct of my inquiry. And while I look lmck 
upou my misimprovement of holy time with n·~rr1. 
aml tremble at the guilt which 1 have contracte1l, it 
is thr earnest desire of my heart aml constant prayer, 
to observe it in a manner, which will advance mv 
spiritual improvemeut,and glorify my Hetleemer. Fo·r 
this purpose I would relax in the labours of the week 
by Saturday noon, spend the afternoon in making such 
preparations as are requisite, aml turn my mind to 
a contemplation of the pddlcgcs of the Sahhath. At 
sunset 1 would dismiss the world, reclaim my Jho1iehl", 
examine my heart, reacl a portion of t-:cl'iiitun•,~ mid 
humbly implore the Dh·inc assisla11cl'. l would 
spend the enniug in metlitatinp: npou rle,·utional SitlJ­

jects. At eight o'clock meet with the stmlrnt~ for 
prayer; endeavom· to keep my mind in a serious, 
heavenly frame. Hadng rcturneu. from cuuferenct•, 
I would read the Bihle. c11ga~·c in social and private 
worship; retire in season, rnise m~· mill(l to God lw­
forc closing my cyPs, that he \\·oulcl keep me from 
worldly dreams,-from awaking with a colrl heart. 
I would awake carlY and rabc mr e\·ps to 111,· Pre­
server in thankfuln;.;s nwl gratiturl<', i1eseechi1;p; him 
to gnard me through the day from attenrling tempta­
tions, and give vigour and life to all my sacrctl du­
ties. In my private an·l pnl1lic duties I would keep 
my mind guarded from Y,cin thoughts, from lrifliug 
away the time .. \Yhr·n I PHI.er the sanctuar~·, l would 
\,car it in mind that it is the Loni':; hons<'; whPll re­
turning, rcllcct 1111011 tlic prh·iluges I b(ve enjo~·<'!l, 
and learn to improY<' h~· tlwm. 

" ,'-'atU1·da_1j, s1111srt.-E11tcrctl upon holy t im<'. 
\Yorld I dismiss yon; I command You in the name of 
.Jesus, come uot "i1ither to tlisturl; my peace; away 
with your cares, yo:ir pr-rplPxitiPs, ~·our pleasnn·s. 
l han emplorment too noble for yon. Yain !wart, 
be in suhjcction to .Jesus; let him reig;n cxclmiHly; 

.E 
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seek no longer your trifles ; Jesus is to be your guest, 
0 prepare him room; provide for his entertainment, 
and wait patiently for his word." 

From the ahovc extract the reader will perceive 
that l\lr. Parsons supposed the evening preceding 
the Sabbath to be holy time. On this point Chris­
tians differ in opinion. It would, however, he the 
height of higotry to suffer such a diflcrence to mar 
the joys of Christian fellowship. 

Extract from his Joumal, April 6, 181:>.-" I would 
not lift my hand to choose where I must labour. I 
will let J csus choose for me. Ifhe go with me, I can 
go into a dungeon, and spend my life in irons. His 
presence amoug the degraded Hottentots would more 
delight me than a throne. I ask not for worldly plca­
surrs, for wreaths of honour, for desks of popularity; 
I ask for the continued presence of Jesus; I ask no 
1nore." 

Extracts from a letter to one of his brothers. 

" Yon say you arc ' determined to seek durable 
riches.' Never relinquish this determination. The 
door of mercy is opened, and Jesus stands with open 
arms to receive you. Christians arc praying for 
you with tears. Angels arc waiting to receive you 
to their communion. 

" I bust you sec your danger and your remedy. 
Is it not surprising mercy in God, that he still calls 
and invites you, notwithstanding he has been so often 
rejected? Docs it not at times make your heart 
hlcr!d, when you consider how you have treated that 
Being, who has been so kind and tender a parent to 
you? Yet there is hope. .Although thousands have 
hecn to Christ, there is still an infinite fulncss. 
No sinner ever came to him in vain. Are we in 
continual fear and anxiety respecting fnlurity? He 
can calm the tumult of our minds. Arc we poor ? 
\Vith him arc eternal riches- Are we polluted with 
siu ? He can cleanse the soul. Have you any 
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wants, any sorrows? Go to .Jesus with them, ancl 
and he will more than satisfy you. Let me entreat 
you to go immediately. Delay a few days, and it 
may he eternally too late. 'l'h<' disease of your mind 
may become incurable; the patience of (~od may he 
exhausted; and your doom may he written upon the 
gate of heavrn, ' Thou art wcig·hcd in the halances 
and art fouml wanting.' 

" Trust only in God; submit to the cross as a con­
demned criminal. Hepeutance is the only way to 
heaven. How can you rest while your soul is sus­
pended over the devouring l)it? Now while you 
are reading this letter, let me pray you to retire 
to your closet, and give yourself to your offended 
Judge." 

About this time, l\'Ir. Parsons was <lcprived of a 
very dear friend, Mr. Philanthropos Perry, a class­
mate and room-mate in the theological seminary at 
Andover. He first receh·ed the painful intelligence 
from a newspaper when he was at Boston. It would 
appear that he had been much with him during his 
illness. Iu the prospect of his death he thus ex-
1ncsses himself:-

" Boston, 'J\fay, 181.'). 
" You cannot well imagine the feelings of my 

mind, while accompanying my drar room-mate down 
the vale of death. I weep while I tell you, that our 
souls were lmit together in love, and our prospects of 
mutual cnjoyrnei1t fair and promising. This, we did 
hope, would be of no short continuance; that we might 
labour long in the same vineyard, and enter at last 
upon the same recompence of reward. How soon is 
that lovely youth to be called to heaven! I moum in 
:;ilence, but I mourn with hopr. He will soou, we 
helicw, mingle in a society infinitely more pleasant 
and delightful than the one he leaves, and experience 
joys too refined for earth. He can triumph with 
eternity in view, and sing, ' 0 death where is thy 
;;ling! 0 g-rave where is thy victory!'" 
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Having been aLscnt from his frie11d at the time of 
his death, he thus writes:-

" l!oston, Juuc rl, 181.,. 
" Althoug:h l ou/!·ht to lrnYc expected this, a11d even 

dill expect it, ~-rt the intrlli~ence was so afirctini:;­
that I Yielderl for a moment to the influence of nn­
a vaili~g sorrow. Conld I hawi heard him lisp, with 
his expiring- Yoicr, his last farewell, and seen him 
take his joyfnl flight to the mansions of the just, it 
woultl ban- rrlieYCtl essentially the pressure of ID)" 

grief. I haYC every rea.~on, however, to be still, antl 
to rr,ioicr 11nder this mysterious Jn-ovidence. I fre­
quently inquir<', why could not my life have been 
taken inst, arl of his, which promised extrnsiYC use­
fulness? But let infinite wisdom direct. i\lr. Perrv's 
life, thon~:-h ~hort, has hem very useful, After ·he 
became a memher of the theological seminary, it ap­
pears that God "·onderfully prepared his mind for the 
trials that awaited him. His mind was much employ­
ed in cultivating a near and constant communion with 
his Redeemer. Often woulrl he speak of the plea­
sures he derived from retirement, and of the triumphs 
of a Christian's death. Often would his heart swell 
with benevolence for the perishing heathen, as well 
as for sinners around him; while the prosp<'ct of de­
voting his whole life to this cause, added not a little 
to his enjoym<'nt. The last composition which he ex­
hibited in public, was upon the Christian warfar<'. 
D<'ar youth, how soon is that warfare completed; 
how soon thy victory obtained'. How soon crowned 
with g-Jory '. 

" After his disease assumed a !langerous appear­
ance, he observed, ' I have no desire to live, if Jesus 
calls me home. I esteem it an unsprakable blessing, 
that I may so soon partake of that rest. which re­
maineth for the people of (;od.' He was a.<;kcd, what 
would yon now do, if the Redeemer was no more 
than a man? ' I could,' says he, 'place no more de­
prmlanc11 upon him than upon any otJ1er man.' His 
la,-t rlay was on<' of th<' mo~t joyful which was e·ver 
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witnessed. When his limbs had hecomc cold with 
death, he never expressed a fear, nor heaved a sig·h. 
He took an atfoctionate leave of all around him, ex­
horting the saints to greater diligence aml zeal; while, 
as \\·ith a voice from the grave, he proclaimed the 
certain and awful doom of the sinner. \Vhile looking 
into eternity, the final pnnishment of the impenitent 
appeared so dreadful, that he wept for them. \\'hen 
death approachf'd, he smiled for joy. Thrn the spirit 
fled, attended br angels to the embraces of his He­
deemer, while all who stood. by his hed could ex­
claim, • 0 lrt my last end be like his !'-0 my hro­
ther ! my brother! would to God I had died for thee! 

" No infidel ever died in this manner. Paine, with 
his hoasted philosophy, with all his exertioos to for­
tify his mind against the fear of death, was compell­
erl to yield to the g11awings of a guilty conscience, 
and to exclaim with horror and despair, ' 0 Jesus 
save me.' Hume, the eelchrated infidel, to appease 
his troubled bi~ast, spPnt his last hours in conversa­
tion upon the most vain arnl trifling subjects. He 
did not meet dPath like a man, as be boasted, but 
like a beast. Our religion affords a certain refuge 
in the hmu- of death, and presents a rational and joy­
ful hope of futnre hlessedness. Bnt the impenitent 
often meet death with unspeakable anguish, as it 
hurries them into the presence of an offended 
Judge." 

'111at this hereavem1mt was sanctified to him will 
appear from the following extract from a letter to his 
mother:-

" .A11do1:er, June 27, 1815. 
" l\h DEAR l\loTHER,-\\·m a line from your ab­

sent son he unwelcome? Tmc, I cannot refresh your 
spirit by a particular statement of revivals of reli­
gion; and perhaps the various operations of my own 
mind will he only what you continually experiener 
to a greater degree. \Yith yon, my mother, I use 

E2 
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freedom; I can tell you of joys and sorrows, which, 
if related openly, would merit the charge of pride 
and ostentation. I can tell you what are my views 
of Christ, of heaven, and of death. For some weeks 
after the decease of my dear room-mate, I yielded to 
improper i;rief, and refused to he comforted. This, 
;i,s it ought, kept me in darkness and doubt. Rut 
since 1 haYe ginn (~Oll the right of governing, he has 
g:inn me the joys of helicdnp;. He met me, while 1 
,\·a.s vrt afar off, and emhraced me in the arms of his 
love: He kindly said, ' why weepest thon,' and then 
wiped the falling teat from my eye. 0 how could [ 
he so sorrowful, since the promises of the gospel can 
neYCr fail I j{y thoughts han heen particularly 
turned to the snhject of death. 1 have viewed it very 
near anrl nry pleasant. 1 can find nothing- in this 
gloomy vale lo terrify or injure; for the Saviour is 
there. His rod and staff will defend and comfort. 
Death is pleasant as it terminates this course of sin, 
and liberates the soul from her long captivity. The 
strn;:q;·linp; of the mind will then cease, cares, anxiety 
a.nd trouhle will no longer attend us; they cannot 
pass the banks of Jordan. Hut the peculiar pleasure 
which death afford..'-, is the glory which it rrveals.­
Fix the eye upon heaven, aml where is the dread and 
sting of death? \Yalk but a few moments the city of 
Gori, and contemplate the pNfection and beaut~· 
which is there displayed, and where are the tie!- which 
hind ns to earth? W110, that has his 1-oul inflamed 
with a glimpse of heaven, could not say, 

' Come deatl1, shake hands, 
I kiss thy bands, 
'Tis happiness for me to die.' 

It adds much to the enjoyment of the Christian to 
hold familiar and constant converse with death. 

' Why should the children of a king 
Go mourning all their days,' 
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\Yhy slumlrl we fear to die, when Jcsu:,; bas gu11e be­
fore llS? 

•· I lrnse had of late a faint \' iew of the joys of the 
redeemed. It has mwle mv stav in the flesh almost 
a hunlf'n. This hoilv of 1;1ine ·is ,•:earisome to me. 
I long at times to he ;111bmdenerl, that I may minglP 
in that. blessed socit:·t.v. Do von ask how l can be 
,,·i lling to ,lie when 1i1y sins arc so aggravated? I 
have tried to he terrified with this idea, but tlrnre is 
uo ground for it. \\"hat'. cannot God pardon them? 
\Yilhout atoning hlood my first oflencc would ruin mr 
for e,·cr. \Vith it, sin will uot debar the soul from 
happiness. Fometimcs, when I Yicw myself the grrat­
rst sinner, l have the greatest hope of pardou. Thr 
fulness of Christ surpasses the guilt of the most aban­
rlonc!l sinner. Jesus is my hope my confidencP, and 
my glory. On his arm I can rest my weary soul ; 
to his care commit my temporal and immortal intc­
!·csts. 

" It atforrlrd mr mnch pleasure that my mother so 
cheerfully ~a,·e me up to the directions of the Savi­
our. l doubt not hut that this rcsiguation would sup­
port ron, even if I should die in early life. I cannot 
make any calcnlations as to my future life. I would 
wait with patience the direction of Providence. l\ly 
friends may rest assured that I regard my health as 
the greatest r.arthly hlcssing, and shall spare no time 
or expense to preserve it." 

Extract of a letter to a friend in Lewis, ~cw 
York, dated 

.. Pittsfield, rt. ·xovemba 3, 181.i. 
" No human forr~sigli.t can prevent disappointmenls 

or insure success. It is the Christian's dutv, as well 
as his glory, to COllllllit liis all to the disposal of infi­
nitr. wb<lom, arnl to rest satisfiecl that an infinite minrl 
rlor'i direct. The moment l plan for fnturf' joys on 
<>art.h, the voicr of PenT is heard from lhc ~rave, 
• He builds too low, wh~ builds heneath the sk.ies.'-
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There is much advantage in keeping· our enu in sight, 
al wars looking for the coming of our Lord and Savi­
our. It prevrnts that attachment to the world which 
kills drvotion, arnl hcuumhs every feeliug of piety. 
lt enables us to use the world as not ahusiug it, while 
we patiently wait for a better state, even an heaven­
ly." 

Extract of a letter to the compiler and Mrs. :i\I.* 

" Andover, Janum:11 10, 1815. 
" :i\IY DEAR F1nE.s-ns,-Last new year's day I re­

ceh·cd information that I had been raised to a new 
station, and must sustain a new relation to nn- friends. 
I ,rns informed of the appointmrnt to the ottice of an 
uncle, \\'hich seemrd lo alld to my age and dignity. 
Now all this revolution is sahl to arise from a stranger 
in your family, who, I conceiYc, must be of some in­
fln~ncc, for h~ ha-, alrcauy made graml parents, un­
cles, and aunt. 'frll me, docs he not assume consi­
derable anthorit,·; docs he not somctimrs shake his 
fist as if he woU:ld command silence? Docs he not 
seem to say, strange "·orld this, and thrn again more 
mildh· smile at his follies? I should like to sec this 
little ·champion, and talk a little ahont matters; but 
you will do it for me. 

" But I will speak more plainly and more serious­
ly. The treasure committPd to your keeping is of 
amazing· importance, and is most intimately connect­
('(l with eternit,·. You may carry in vour arms a 
minister, or a n;issionary of the cr~ss. You certainly 
have one who will shortly he an inhabitant of ctcmi­
t~·, aud may hy grace shi;1c as a star in the kiugdom 
of heaven. 0 then, while it is lent you, use it as the 
Lord's; gin' it not too much of your atfoctions; gh·e 
it not too little of YOIH fears. Carrfully nourish it 
as a plant in the g~nlcn of God, water it with your 

"' There is here a l)leasing specimen of innocent play­
fulness mingled with the deepest piety.-Eo. 
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tears and daily prayers, and perhaps it 111ay be pre­
cious awl lm·rk in the rn·s of our Hedeemer. Per­
haps, in the orrlinancc of°lmptism, more depends upo11 
the feelings of parents than is generally conshforl'd. 
Tf the otforing- is mn.dr in faith, will not God regard 
it? If the child is lent to tlw Lord as long a~ he 
lin:a:. will not Gorl snnctify him as he did young 
~amncl? 

" 1 cmrnot forget your dear peoplr. .May I not 
helicYc that a work ha.~ already commenced, which 
wi II prevail till all arc interested in it hy a saving 
faith? I hav,.. often thoug-ht of the resolution of l\liss 
S. Anthony, to pray for Zion as her constant employ­
mrnt. .Arc there not such pious females in your 
church, who arcomplish much in their closets? Sure­
ly (~od will not disregard the cries of his children, 
hut will rewarcl them ahundantlv in his own time. I 
know ~-our anxiety for the rctm;1 of the Holy Spirit, 
a11d I am certain, ifnm conti11ue to wait on the Lord, 
he will visit your p~oplc with his smiles, aml gather 
many souls into his kingdom. 

" It must he one of the most difficult things in the 
worlrl to unite a popular discourse with ,;naffocted 
h11mility; Christian lilwrality with sinless com­
plirnwr ; 1lnties to onr hrncfar.tors with gospel arlmo-
11itio11s. 1 !incl it next to impo.-;sihle to use the world 
\\·ithout heing ahsorhecl in its concerns; to IJ('eome all 
things to all mrn, and yet conceal nothing of the truth; 
lo he cheerful without Yanity; to he serious without 
austerity. Tell me how clo'sc study, intense think­
in~, can he nnitNl with an entire devotedness to God, 
with a hol~· panting· after divine knowledge. 

" 0 when will a col<l heart cease to perplex me ? 
when will pride he suhdned, Yain thoughts suppressed, 
and my whole life exhibit lh" meekrn•ss anrl simpli­
city of the gosprl? ls not the contlict with sin so se­
vere at times, thnt rlrath may appear 1lesi rah le ? \Yell 
might the Psalmist Pxclaim, 'I ~hall he safo,tied whm 
I a,rnk<' in thy likeness.' 
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" I have commenced au examination of the subject 
of missions, aud expect to go through a course of 
rnading hcforc I can decide the course to take. The 
Indians in the west han a special claim upon our be­
nevolence, aml I cmmot but. hope that the set time to 
favour 1/.:ion in those parts is come. Brother Fisk is 
inquiring, ' Lord, what wilt thou ha Ye me to do'.' 
arnl some others think serious! y of a missionary life. 
\"on will, nw brother and siste'r, make it YOlll: dailv 
request, that I ma)· be guided by the Hol): Spirit. ·1 
am 110 loHger nn- owu. If the Lord should refer the 
subject to ~ny cI{oice, I would refer it back to him. l 
have no wish to choose for myself, but can only say, 
' makr me to know the way whereiu I should walk, 
for I lift up my soul w1to thee.'" 

Extracts from a letter to Mrs. l\I. dated 

Andover, January 18, 1816. 
" i\1 Y DEAR SrsTER,-JI v health was never better, 

antl my spirits nenr in hri;ker motion. Divine fa­
vours have surrom1ded me since I returned, and arms 
of infinite Ion upheld me. Duty requires a grateful 
ach710,dedgment, lmt too often my couduct resembles 
the rehellious lsraelites, whom favours destroyed. 

" I rejoice to hear of your comfortable state of health, 
and that Gori has hlessed you with a fine son. Truly 
yon cannot forget his mercies, nor despise his love. You 
will not, I hope, consider this favour as your own. It 
is only lent you for the present, for your comfort and for 
your impronment. Shoulcl you use it improperly, 
love it too much, or place it between God and your 
aflcctions, it will he taken away. How admirable 
was the resolution of Hannah, who left her darling 
child in the temple of the Lord, to sern at the altar. 
She loved her child, but she lovPd her God more ; 
arnl faithfully performecl her vows. Does not God 
say, ' nourish this child for me.' May the Lord 
sanctify its heart, and make it a chosen vessel of 
grace. 
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" Females, at the present time, arc uuiug much 
for the advanceme11t of the Hedecmer's ki11guum. I 
believe their influence will eve11tuall y be the means 
of extendin/?;, far and "·ide, tlw kno\\:lcdgc of Jesus. 
How much have they clone hy their prayers'. Prayer 
is the mighty engine in the clmn:h, which breaks 
down opposition. all(l shakes the firm holds of infidel­
ity. 'l'he private or social prayers of females may 
give strength to many feeble Christians, dispel the 
douLts of many desponding souls, and inspire ,\·hole 
churches with 2eal and grace. Through their pra~·crs, 
missionaries mav he successful, aml the wilderness 
rejoice on every· side.-Pray much, pray often, pray 
fervently." 

Extract from a letter to his father, of the same date. 

"i\iy DEAR FATHER,-Your letter gave ,rings to 
my soul. In a moment I was with yon, cledari11g the 
word of life to a solcnm assembly, and witnessing the 
power of sonreign grace. I reflected with pleasure 
upon the events which han transpired in Heading, 
and wished myself there to sec the display,: of infinite 
wisdom. I think I shall set out for Y crmunt in about 
two months, and should he extremely happy to com­
ply with your rcc1uest to obtain licence to preach. 
l3ut I suspect such a thing would he impossible. The 
professors have refused before, and this ~·ear, they are 
obliged to be more. strict still. It woulcl he proper 
for me to spend next vacation, as I did a few Sabbaths 
at Bridgewater last fall. lf in this ,\·ay I can assist 
my father, or ach·ancc the cause of Christ, I should re­
joice much.-:\Iy !wart is fixed upon the sacred duties 
of the ministry; while it is my con<;tant request, 'Lord, 
make me to hTlow the ,rn:y wherein I should go; 
for I lift up my soul unto thee.' The lan/?,"uagr of my 
lt(•art is, Lord send me ; send me to the ends of the 
earth; srnd me far from all that is called comfort; 
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send me to prison or to llealh, if il be thy will, and to 
}Homote thy cause.-0 to he swallowed up in God; 
to be rid of this proud and selfish heart; to be always 
supremely delighted with my l\'laster's sen ire! How 
I need your prayers for more humility, more zeal, 
more wisdom." 

Mr. Parsons had long contemplated the suhject of 
l a foreign mission with solemnity and jor; and with 
• an ardent desir<', if it were the divine will, to pn•ach 

to perishing heathen the g-Iad tidings of salvation. 
But fearful of mistaking; the indications of Providence, 
and lhe path of tlutr; fearfnl of forming a wrong es­
timate of his qualilications for an undertaking so ar­
duous; he delayed coming to a final decision till some 
time in the year 181G, which was his second year in 
the theological seminary. It had hecome necessary 
that tlte question should he speerlilyandlinallydecided. 
For this purpose he instituted an inquiry fom1ded on 
the question, whether it was his duty lo become a 
missionary to the heathen. His reflections upon this 
subject, he committed lo paprr, and they form a kiud 
of discourse, with a text or motto taken from Psalm 
cxliii. The whole is too long for insertion ; a part, 
it is apprehended, will not he unwelcome to the ,rea­
der. It will show that in coming to the decision al­
ready known, be had fullr cmmtcd the cost. 

" Psalm cxliii. 8. 
" Cause me to know the 1('((1/ 1d1erein I should 1mlk ; 

for I lift up 11l!J soul unto thee.' 

---~Tolrnowthe wa,·wherein I should walk,' 
has long been the preyaili1;g desire of my heart. 
Sensible of my blindness and ib'l1orance, I have en­
deaYoured • to lift up my soul unto God.' I hope in 
his mercy and wait for his salvation. Perhaps he 
may think upon me for g-ood, and make' mr rrjoice in 
thr rnanifrstation of his low. 
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" It is my present inte11tio11 to cxamb1e 11w {[ll('S­

tiou. ls it 1119 dut,y to he a missiouary? 
" That it is tlw duty of some young men to deYote 

thcmselv<'s to the missionary cause, l cannot douht. 
~ The heathen nmst. uot peri~h without the bread of 

lifo. OIJediem·<· to the diYine commall(ls, and gTati­
tude for the blessings of the gospel, \\"ill not permit 
so rnanr of onr fcllew men to n·main in ignorance and 
spiritual (\eath. 'rheir crirs m11st he regarded; thri r 
wants mw;t Le s11pplird. Hut it is not the duty of 
alt to go to the heathen. 'l'l1e wa.~tc plac,•s of 1/,iou 
must be l,uilt up ; the gospel must he prcachrrl to the 
millions in our own countrr, which arc perbhcd for 
lack of knowledge; onr clmrd1cs must be 1mdcr tlie 
care of faithful teachers of (liYine truth. ,The pre­
sent state of the church demands hath missionaries ruid 
pastors. 

" But what is my duty? A qnc·s1.ion Y,tstly im­
portant and momeutons. A quc•sti011 which dcmmids 
the most serious and pray<'rfnl attention. Should l 
c1-r here, it might he at the expense ofmy usPfulness 
,md happiness for life. I ursirc therefore to proccrd 
with the gr<'atcst impartiality and seriousness; sen­
sible of the dang;t•r of leaning to my 0\\11 understanu­
ing, a11d of hriug influcnccrl by worldly or sinful 1110-

tiws. 0 Lord, direct me, ' for I lift up my soul 
nnto thee.' 

" As it is uot by a voice from licavrn, nor bv anv 
miraculous impul~c upon the miud, that duty is.macle 
known, 1 ought to examine the lradin?:s of ProYidcncc, 
m~· feelings, th<' feelings of my fri1·nds, my health, 
and my qualification~ for a work so important. 

"lf my frclings arc of snch a natnrc as would ren­
der me unhappy among the heathen; if my health is 
insufficient to rndure the trials and ~acrific<'s of such 
11. life; if my qualitieat.ions arr inadequate, duty 
would r<'qnir<' me to rn;wgc iu ~omc otlwr rmploy­
mrnf. 
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l. " What are my feelings upon this subject? 
" Here I must pause and confess, with thr deepest 

regret, that I han not tlrnt supreme love to God­
that constant uniform concern for souls, which a mis­
sionary ought to posse~s. I have the greatest reason 
to be humble before (~od, and to take a low place iu 
the dust at his footstool for the pride of my heart, 
the criminality of my aHectiuus, aml fur my extreme 
indilfrrencc in his scn·icc. 

"~otwilhstanding my vileness and spiritual blind­
ness, l trust that l have some eYidenee of a union to 
Christ, and of a Ion fur his kingdom. At certain 
seasons, thrrc has apprarcd an inexpressible glory 
and hcautr in the Divine character; an infinite ful­
ness and preciousness in the Saviour, aml a peculiar 
propriety and reasonableness in all his commands, 
promises, aml thrPatcnings. At these times, I lmve 
found my heart going out after God, longing and 
panting to he like him, earnestly desiring to he de­
voted to his "·ork, and to die for the honour of his 
cause. I have fotmd myself delightinl!: in his Sah­
h:iths, and in all thc institutions of the (~ospcl; me­
ditating with joy upon death, and the glories of eter­
nity, and waiting for the full manifestation of the 
glory which is tu he revealed to all who love Goel. 

" \Yith regard to the subject of missions, my feel-
! ings ha,·e been somewhat peculiar. At the com­

mencement of my second year in college, after a long 
season of spiritual darkness and distress, the SaYiour 
a11prared for m~· deliverance. It was while contem­
plating, with oYerwhclming joy, the fulness and pre­
ciousness of Christ, that th() wretchedness of the 
heathen, who were ignorant of this Hcdcemer, made 

1 a serious impression upon my mind. I was much 
\\ a!focteu with the consideration of souls perishing in 

ignorance and sin, without even the means of salva­
tion. I longed and prayed for them; but could rest 
satisfied that the will of Goel should be done. l\ly 
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anxiety for their sah·alion arosr, not from the expec­
tation of IJrcoming· a missionary, for at that time I 
had no such intention, lmt from a Yicw of thci r wretch­
edness and mi:-rrL And uniformh· as the ~aYionr 
appeared glori01~s. their state app~ared 1lqilorahlc; 
and my def-ires for the spread of thP- (~ospcl increased 
or diminished, as my Yiews of Christ "·ere more or 
less distinct. 

"At a relie:ious meeting- soon after this, the 1,1th 
hymn of the ':kl Book of ,Yatts made a deep antl 
pleasing· impression. I did • faint' to Sf'r .T esns, Lord 
of the whole earth, and all nations snhmittiug to his 
delightful sen·ice. I ll"iSIJ('d for no hit',her honour 
than to he employed in his kingdom, and dcYoted ex­
clusin lv to its intt•rests. 

"Th~ works of Buchanan and llorne, I perused 
and reperused with instruction and delight. Herr 
the inquiry arose, which has ever sincr hee11 a sub­
ject of innstigation and prayer; and "·hich in the 
present discourse I am con~idering; • is it my duty to 
become a mic=sionary ?' The path of duty has rnme­
times appeared plain and pleasant ; at other times 
obscured hy unexpected events of divine proYidence. 
Duriug the snccerding- summer, my cnjoynwnt "·as 
tminterruptcd aml exquisite. lt was an unfailing· 
source of consolation that I was completely in the 
hands of God. 1 rcjoicrd that he would disposr of me 
as his p:lory and the good of his kingdom rrquin·d; 
while it was the language of my heart, • Lord, here 
am 1,-sernl me.' 

" E-nr after I indulg-ed a secret vet. ardent desire 
to he a missionary. ~~metirncs I found mnelf lis­
tening to the cries of the miserable suLjccts of super­
stition, and then lisping to them the news of salvation. 
I enjoyed an unusual freedom in prayer for the 
spread of tJ1e Gospel, and made it an important sub­
ject to be employed as an instrwnent of good to tlw 
perishing heathen. • 0 Lord, dispose of me as thy 
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~lory may require.' No commtmicalious were read 
with more interest and solicitude than those relating 
to missions ; and every token for gornl iuspi red ne,v 
courage and zeal. The lins of the most distinguish­
ed missionaries, such as Brainerd, l3uchanan, aud the 
:\Ioravians, and the fortitude, piety and faithfulness 
which they uniformly maintained, were instructive 
and profitable. From this season till the commence­
ment of my studies in this seminary, my feelings 
were the same ; though some things occurred which 
led me to doubt concerning the way wherein I ought 
to walk; especially the feeble state of mr health, and 
the opinion of some to whom I made known my pur­
pose. Unwilling, however, to come to an immediate 
decision, I detcnninecl to make it a suhject of serious 
inquiry till duty might he cvide11tly made h"llown. 
The spring· succeeding my arlmission into the semi­
narr, it pleased ( ~orl to afllict me by deprh·ing me 
of my health, antl h~· removing m~· ,h~ar friend, Phi­
lanthropos Perry. These providences, though they 
compelled me to relinquish the idea of preaching the 
Gospel to the heathen, incrcascrl my anxiety and love 
for the cause. Even while apparently drawing near 
to the grave, and with my eyes fixed upon the judg­
ment, the duty of making· exertions for i>O many im­
mortal souls, appeared solemnly momentous. If I 
desired life at all, it was to preach Jesus to tlrn 
heathen,-to spend ancl he spent for ~ouls. i\Iy 
health is restored. 0 my Saviour, may it he to thy 
glory! 

" In Januarv, 1816, I commeuc('d an examination 
of the suh_ject ~f missions, hy a course of reading re­
lative to the duty of Christians to send the (~ospel to 
every creature • During the examination, I have 
freqneutly set apart rlays of fasting; and prayer for 
the directio11 of the Holy Spirit, and for the purpose 
of humbling mpelf hefore God. These sen..<-m1s have 
heen accompanied with an increasin~ s"nse of mr 
vileness, 11ml an anknt desire to be i,xclusiwly rle-
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YoLcu to God. ;\ly thoughts have dwelt much npon 
the love of Christ, upon his tcmlerness and can, for 
his people, aml npon the promises of th:i w1ivcrsal 
reign of peace and righteousness. lt is pleasant to 
commit my case to God, and ,rnit upon him for di­
rection and s1tpport. I certainly haYc no will of my 
own. In the most desolate wilderness, the smiles of 
J esns will comfort me, an:l he will protect in the 
greatest danger. 

" As far as I can jnd,e;e of my disposition, it will 
not prewnt my undertaking a mission an~· more than 
it will prennt rny entering the ministry. Still I 
am liable to he dcceiYcrl, and to engage in a "·ork 
which I cmmot accomplish. In the day of adversity 
my strength may foil, and Hie cause of Christ sntfor 
an irrcparahlc injnr:,-. Herc again, my hope is in 
God. I can only rcpC'at the language of the Psalmist, 
• Cause me to I,110w the way wherein I should walk; 
for I lift mr soul m1to thee> " 

The srcond head of this discoun:c. which relates 
to the feelin.'.!s of his friends, after considerable hesi­
tation, I haY'c decided to omit. Perhaps none of his 
writings exhibit more clearly the tenderness of his 
feclirni:,;, his extreme reluctance to be in ain- wav 
the oc~asiou of paiu to his dearest friends, the \\;annth 
of his (ilial anrl fraternal attachments, aml on the 
whole the lowliness of his disposition. His parents 
arc still Ii Ying·; and thong:h l haYc not a donht, that 
what lw wrote respecting them. he penned in the sin­
cerity of his soul; yrt he has spoken in tenns of re­
spect aml commendation, which 1 am conscious their 
rnmk~ty would suppress. Ufhis brotlwrs antl sisters, 
he says, " our attachmrnt has hcru strong aml uni­
form. Our interests have been mutual, antl onr 
happiness uninterrupted." 

On the whole, he concludes that the foe lings of his 
friends will not prcYent his engaging iu an employ­
ment vrrr clear to his heart. 

Fi 
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i\Ir. Parson.;' third particular, rcspcclctl his health. 
One or two extracts will he prcsenterl, partly for the 
sake of showing, that though he foll an early victim 
to rliscase in a distant clime, yrt in endravouring to 
ascertain his dutv, the state of his health was a sub­
ject of serious an~l candid consideration. After stat-

0

ing that his mind lmu sometimes ,,·avPreu in this re­
spect, he says :-

" i\'ly comtitution, naturally slender, improves by 
exertion. Aml generally the greaLer my labours 
are, the hf'ttcr is m,· health. I am sensible that a 
life of inacth·ity w(;ulrl be for more uangrrous, than 
all tlrn toils of a missionary. l\lany of the mission­
arips have possessetl a constitution more feeble than 
minP, who have enjoyed uninterrupted health among 
the heatheu. Others, ,rho had perfect health were 
unable to Jo anr thing in a foreign climate. 

" Little can he clctcrminctl from the health of a 
student shnt up in his room, anrl wiaccustomerl to ex­
ertion. An actin life is uniformly conducive to 
health, and I am rlisposerl to think that most of the 
complaints of professional men arise from inactivity 
antl confinement. \Yith regard to myself, l cannot 
drcidc positiYely. I see no rea~on, howeYer, for ne­
glecting this subject on account of my health. 0 my 
Gori, ' Cause me to know the way wherein I should 
walk; for I lift up my soul w1to thee.' 

" IV. The riualifications for a missionary life are 
too numerous to be llarticularly discussed at present. 
lt has heen a source of so1Tow and pain to me, that mr 
qualifications can so little compare with those which 
are indispensable to a successful missionary. i\Iy 
acquirements are for below what every minister 
shouhl possess-; hut what I do possess are of such a 
nature as wonld perhaps he as favourable to a mis­
sionary life as to any other. The cmplorment of a 
missionarr would better snit my disposition than any 
oth!'l". To !-pend my life in inculcating the first 
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principles of our huly religion,-in teaching chiltlrcn 
the way of lifc,-iu establishing schools, societies, 
religious meetings, and many such thing·s, would he 
peculiarly pleasant awl comforting. lu this way I 
would willingly lin aud dil'. :.\{y own unprepared­
ness for this work calls loudly for humiliation; yel 
through Christ strengthcniug me I can do all things. 
I depend 011 his mercy to he faithful and persevering. 
(;ocl is my refuge aml my hope. He will never 
lea,·c me nor forsake me." 

Extract from a letter to a relative, dated 

" ,-ludr,i:er, Jfarch 6, lRlG. 
--- •· Had we every thing desirable here­

were we subject to no trials and disappointments­
how seldom should we faint to sec the courts of our 
(~ocl, and long to be removed to the more perfect so­
ciety of heaven: \Yould not the Christian meet 
death with much greater reluctance, and dread the 
period of separation from the dear objects of his de­
light? Should we examine more minutely the 
dealings of Providence, and accustom ourselves tu 
rrceive all the evils as the chastisement of a most in­
dulgent parent, our happiness would he essentially 
increased, and most of our sorrows would immediate­
ly disappear. \Ye might sec all things working to­
gether for our good, and for the good of Zion. In 
darkness we could contidcntl y look to .J csus as our 
sw1 and our shiekl. In alHiction, we might kiss the 
roll that smites us, anrl hear, with plcasur~, those 
momentarv troubles, which "·ork out for us a far 
more exc~cding and eternal weight of glory. In 
prosperity, we could never forget our dependancc, 
but gratefully receive favours as the purchase of re­
deeming lo\"C. 

" I h'ave often thought of my dear aunt since l 
parted with her. Does she yet wander as a pilgrim 
011 earth? However trying may he the dealing~ of 
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Providence to,rnrJs her, 1 am sure that all things 
are ,rnrking for her good. Her tears ar( not for­
gotten before (;od; her prayers will rise-as a me­
morial of her faith and patience. Her weary head 
will soon rest on Jesus ; her fainting heart he 
strengthened with the redeemed. Her trials will 
cease at death ; enry cloud \\"ill be dispelled, aml 
Jesus will wipe away enry tear. Docs she not, 
\\"hile standing upon the threshold of this glorious 
existcncc,havc a constant vie\\' of the heavenly \\"orld? 
To obsern the consolation of a Christian, wlio is just 
completing his pilgrimage, "·ho having passed througl1 
great tribulation, is about to have hb garments made 
\\·hite in the hloml of the Lamb, is preuliarly re­
freshing to all "·ho arc looking fonrnnl to the same 
hope. i\lay we not say of such, 

' Happy soul thy days arc ended, 
All thy mourning days below ; 
Go, hy angel guards attended, 
To the sight of J csus go.' 

" The prospects of the church were ne,·cr more 
flattcrin!!;. ½ion is literally rejoicing on enry side. 
Reformations arc frequrnt and powerful. In the city 
of K cw \" ork, a special work of grnce has commenced,. 
which hills fair for an PXtensivc spread. In eight or 
trn towns south of Boston, the Spil"it has come down • 
like a mighty rmliing ,drnl. Indeed there arc rc­
vh·als in many to"·ns in all the X cw Englantl states:•· 

The spring· vacation of this year, i\Ir. Parsons 
spent in Fitts!ield, \'t., and the vicinity. And srl­
dom, if ever, was the vacation of a student more faith­
fully and sacredly cmplorcd. In the conrsc of it, he 
made one hunrlrrcl and 1',-ent~·-scven religious family 
visits, and attrrnlcd thirty religious meetings in five 
towns. On the Sahbaths, in almost rvcrr instance, 
he aillcd the d,wotions of destitute churches hr ex­
plaining the ~criptnrcs. ~aturday w-as grneraliy dr-
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-voled to a preparation for this service. The lahours 
performed were in accordance with the wishes of hit; 
beloved father; hut they were not less voluntary and 
commendable in the son. And though to some, pro­
fesserlly religfous, it might have been more pleasant 
to have spent the time in rides for pleasure, in 
fashionahlc circles, or in ranging; the flowery fields 
of elegant litcralurc; yet without doubt, his faithful­
ness has hcen registered on high, aml will he had in 
everlasting remembrance. How many saints ,,·ere 
comforted, and how many sinners admonished awl 
alarmed, cannot now be told. But in the glorious 
and dreadful day of account, it will appear that his 
labours arc not in vain in the Lord. In addition to 
the salutary influence of his efforts in the other places 
which he visited, he was instrumental in promoting a 
special attention to rclig·ion in Bridgc,rntcr, which 
prond to be the commencement of an interesting and 
powerful revival. 

It is devoutly to be hoped that young gentlemen, 
iu similar circumstances, will be encm1ragcd to " go 
and do likewise." 

Extract from a letter of :i.\lr. Parsons to his mo­
ther, written at ditlcrent times in the middle of July 
a11d August 1816. He had returnerl to Andover 
about the middle of the preceding month. 

" l\fy DE.-1.R i\foT11ER,-Your request to write fre­
quently, and to preserve an acconnt of the exercises 
of my mind, I distinctlv recollect. As to tlrn fre­
quency of writing, this iong letter will be a suflicient 
reason why you have recch·ed no communications 
till now; and the journal would require an apology 
were it not dircctl'd to my mother. 

" Set apart this day with a number of my brethren 
in the seminary, for private fasting- and prayer, par­
ticularly to deplore the present declension of piety. 
As to myself, I find much occasion for repentance and 
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humiliation. Although I haye a prcrniliug hope, 
yet much of the time I walk in darkness or slumber 
in stupidity. The time was when m~· altections were 
Jllaced ou things above, when I e11joyNl sweet com­
mw1ion with Gorr, aml sat under his shadow with 
g-reat rlclight. 0 how precious the memory still'. I 
find likewise h~ss concern for sinners. Jlam· around 
me need friendly advice and serious admonition; yet 
seldom do I weep in secret places for their pr(de. 
That ferrnur, that acth·ity of soul, which adorn the 
Christian, are seldom witnessed. This day I would 
retrace my ,rnndcring steps, I would eutcr· the cham­
ber where m,· soul first drew the Yitai air. 0 for 
the piety aml dcYotion of those who arc resting from 
their toils, and "·hose mcmon· is hlrssc<l. 0 for the 
spirit of Baxter and of Braii{erd-for that ardour of 
piety, that tenderness of soul, that deadness to the 
world, that concern for sinners, which were so con­
spicuously manifested in their dailr conversation. 
NeYcr, never may I cease to struggle aurl fight till 
eYery sin is subdued. Take from me, 0 my He­
deemer, cnry thing which impcdt>s my progress in 
the divine life, and bring me to th,·self, the source of 
all consolation. J ,ct m~ ncYcr g·1:icYe thy children, 
never bring a reproach upon thy cause. 

" In the seminary, I haYe observed an increasing 
declension in spiritual religion. It is expected, and 
Yery properly, that we shall he examples of piety. 
Lo\\·cr the standard of piety here, and you lower it 
abroad. The churclws to whom we may break the 
bread of life, "·ill be dirrctcd in a great measure by 
our deportment. Check the spirit of secret prayer, 
alld this seminan· mi!:!;ht better be razed to its fow1-
dation. Docs it not 'become us to fast and humble 
ourselYcs before Gou, that "·c perish not? 

"i\Iomlc~IJ noon.-Spent an hour or two with a 
friend in a grove in conversation upon the present 
declension of religion. Commenced and closed the 
interview with prayer. Sang lhe :Hst Psalm, aml 
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read a part of the third chapter of the Hevelation of 
:St. .Johu. This season has given me a clearer disco­
very of my past and present unfaithfulness. It was 
my earnest prayer that the m1faithfulnrss of the last 
vacation might 11ot prevent the sah-ation of siuners. 
I could commend to (;otl those precious souls which 
have lieen committed to my care. I am filled with 
shame. ;\ly lemmess ! Ill~' leanness! How mueh com­
fort I mig-ht have cujoyed, how many souls l might 
have directed to the ~a,·iour, hy supreme devoted­
ness to God. :\lust l still live so far from duty? n:.­
ther would I he banished to a wilderness,-·rather 
would I he doomed to drag out my life in a dungeon, 
than to cherish an ungrateful, an impenitent heart. 
Chasten me, 0 Lord, l1ut not it1 anger, lest I be like 
those that go down to the pit." 

The vacatim, here mentioned was the one in which 
;\11". Parsons had been so eminently faithful. Re­
speeting his seuse of unfaithfulness, we cau only say, 
that the nearer a Christian lh·es to God, tlrn more 
conscientiously he strh·es to perform his whole duty, 
the clearer and stronger will be his conviction of his 
unfaithfulness and irnperfcction.-The people in the 
destitute to,rns, whose spiritual welfare ;\Ir. Par!"ons 
so ardently emlea,·onred to promote, he considered as 
eommitte(l to his care. 

" Jfondl(Y, Ju{,/ 8.-Enjoyed a prrcious seasou with 
a friend this day. ,\'as enabled to pleall for more 
devotedness to Cod, for more heavenly-mindedness, 
more activity in the duties of the rni11istry. I was 
enabled to cast myself at his feet for mere,·, and sur­
render my all into his hands. It is a prh;ilegc to sit 
at the feet of .Jesus, and hear his ,,·ords. For one 
blest hour at thy rig-ht hand, I would gin all earthly 
joys away. i\ly rnul sometimes pants to be like 
Christ, to love him supremely, to be wholly devoted 
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to his kingdom. \Ve sung the hymn, • Come Holy 
Spirit, heavrnly Dove,' with feelings corresponding 
in some measure with the words. \Y c con-versed 
much upon the present state of the collcp;c, and pray­
ed for those 'who give on(IJ a negati·ve evidence ef piety. 
There arc some unusual cxcitemrnts in the seminary; 
the Lord will carry on his work-The week past, 
although attrn!led with some things unpleasant, has 
hccn a season of much spiritual enjoyment. 1 would 
look to God for protecting grace. The week 110w 

commenced, I devote to the Redeemer. 
" Ju(IJ H- -I hrou~ht my heart to Jesus; I poured 

out my soul heforc him. I confrf-sed my helplessness 
and my ruin." Hcferring to his heart, which he pro­
nounces • stubborn and relentless,' he says, " here, 
Lord, is thy greatest enemy; 1 hring it t~ thee to he 
slaiu. Every idol 1 cheerfully abandon for thy bliss­
ful presence. Give me povetty, disgrace, persecu­
tion, rather thau the whole ,rnrld without thee. Om~ 
hour of commm1ion with God, I value more than all 
the world calls great and g-ood. How great the pri­
vilege, how amazing the lJlis,-; of dwrlling in the pre­
sence of him, who is worthy to receive honour and 
glory forever! 0 come Lord J esm, come quick!~--

" J11(1J 1:,.-Set apart this rlay as formerly. 'l'he 
situation of my brother L**** occupied many of my 
hours. 0 may my Saviour rec<'in him into his king­
dom of grace. Had hut little 1mjoymrnt till evening, 
when my mind was a,,.ain liberated. Never were mv 
views of my Savionr -~ore clistinct and refreshing. ·1 
had peculiar meltings of soul, tendernrss of con­
~cience, and sweetness of temper. There was somt>­
thing so exalted and enrapturing in the idea, ' I shall 
see him as he is,' that 1 almost fainted. 0 how rich 
the enjoyment, • ~ee my Saviour as he is,' how at his 
fret, hear his words, src his smiles, all(l sing his 
praise! 0 the deli~ht, the honour, the privilege! 
0 what condescension, what compassion ~hinr in my 
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Saviour's face. Could I hear his mice to-night, 
• come to judgment,' how welcome woulll he the mes­
sage! Strng this verse, 

'Blessed J" csus, what delicious fare, 
How sweet thy entertainments are; 
Never did angel, taste above 
lledccming grace and dying loYe.' 

At a late hour retired to rest, and reluctantly fell 
asleep, repeating these words, • How can I sleep 
while angels sing.' For this season, I hlcss my Sa­
viour. lt ,rns all of him. I never felt more uu­
worthy. ls not this, my mother, a part of heaven ? 
Soon I hope to see this Jesus with you, aud with 
united voice to cry, ' worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain, to receive glory, and honour, and majesty, and 
power forever.' Amen. 

" i\Ionday, Ju{lJ 21.-Last evening enjoyed pecu­
liar nearness to God in prayer for a revival of reli­
gion. The Sabbath was a profitable dar, although I 
suffered much from a worl1lly mind, and wandering 
thoughts. Spent the evening in a praycr-meetiug 
just established, one which we hope will be of ever­
lasting· importance to precious souls. This day have 
had some freedom in religious duties, and some• de­
sires for the descent of the Holy Spirit. May we not 
hope that the day has dawned, and that the Sun of 
Righteousness is rising to refresh the Church ? 0 
how I long to break the bonds which hind me here ! 
Come, that wished-for· day, when I may distribute 
the bread of life to the destitute and the perishing. 
Where is my destined land? In the East? "relcome 
the day that wafts me to those poor heathen. Or am 
I called to the west? There may I live and die a 
faithful servant of my Dh·inc l\laster. Or is V 11r­
mont my field of labour ? I would cheerfully resign 
all for a work so noble and dignified. I would not 
lift my hand to choose my future portion. Where 
.Jesus s1·nds tnP, l would willingly go. Ihaveoflafo 

G 



74: l\lEi\lOIR OF 

had an unconquerable ardour for usefulness to the 
souls of men. If rny blessed ~aviour should give me 
the honour of saving sinners, the largest desire ofmy 
heart would he granted; but without this privilege, 
I should be unhappy CYen with the \\·orld at my com­
mand. 0 to be a humhlc, actiw, faithful and suc­
cessful minister of Christ'. How great the happiness, 
how exalted the station'. i\Iy soul is on fin•, ,rhile [ 
think of it. L must now, lll)" mother, bid you adieu 
for the present. }Jar Jesus dwell with you, walk 
with you, commune, and gh·e you that peace which 
passeth all Wl(lerstanding·. 

" .1jugust 7.-I have been olJliged, my dear mother, 
to omit writing till th is late period, l.Jy reason of ill 
health. I have been led to think that my work upon 
earth would soon he finished, and my employment 
for eternity commence. But my health is unexpect­
edly restored, and my hopes of a life of activity in 
the sen-ice of Christ nmch revind. l\h- health has 
not Leen so feehle as last summer, I.Jut I ·did fear the 
return of the sarne complaints, \Yhich must lmve oc­
casioned serious injury to my constitution. Health 
never appeareu more precious aud more tlesi rablc. 
The idea of doing good to the souls of rncn makes me 
look' u pcm an car Ir grave with a tle gree of melancholy 
although not with alarm. 

" Of all my enjoyments, that which I derive from 
the sovereignty of God attords the most permanent 
satisfaction. He gave me my existence, my talents, 

1 my privileges, and all my earthly blessing~, and he 
kno\\·s in "·hat war they will promote his glory, and 

1 
advance his king-dom. To him I yield my all. ' Fa­

. ther, not uw will, hut thine be done.' \\·hat senti­
ment but tl;is can give serenity of miud in the midst 
of trials? God is all, and in all. He directs the 
pulse of my life with as much exactness as he directs 
the course of the sun. i\lay we not rest assured that 
we shall die at that very moment which is best for 
us and for the church? This gives a smile to the 
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~rase. Jesus makes the dying hcd; Jesus hides the 
fc<'hle body in th,· grave; J esns "·alks with the hum­
ble helirvcr through th<' g·loomy vale, anrl opens the 
gates of cnrlastiug- peace. 0 who would not die for 
such a ~aviour; die to lh·e,-dic to sin no more,­
clie to see God as he is. ana he like him. How ani­
matiug· the thou~ht '. i\ly h art ofteu leads me from 
the faviour to the trifling objects of Sf'nse. \\'hn1, 
0 \\·hen \\·ill the strngp;Ie cease, and • my unwearied 
feet arriYc "·here perfect pleasure is?'" 

Journal-"A11g11st li-, 1816.-•Scarch me, 0 God, 
and tn- mv wavs.' I am wmhlc of mvself to disconr 
my O\\:ll vilene;s. I know not how many times every 
day I offrnd my Saviour, and grieve his Holy Spirit. 
1 kno,\· uot how tmgrateful I have Leen for favours, 
how unhurnhlrd in afllictions, how neglectful of the 
word of (~ocl, how w1e1meerned for his glorr, and the 
sah·atio11 of mv fellow-siuners. I know not the ex­
tent of my pride, my amhition, my worldly-minded­
ness. 1 kuow uot the criminality of my w1faithful­
ness, aucl the dishonour I lmve reflected upon the 
cause of Christ. 0 Lord, thou whose cres penetrate 
the deepest recesses of the heart, wilt thou search me 
and let n,e know enough of mr heart to lie in the 
dust before thee all my days; and when I am placed 
,rhere I onglit to he, wilt thou give me grace to re­
main there, and thy Spirit to comfort and direct me; 
and let me al wars rest my soul on thy arms of love. 
I particularly request these foyours with a Yiew to 
nw future labours for the church. 'l'o he a humble, 
zealous, and. faithful minister, how much grace is 
nee<l.ed; how mnch wisdom, p;eutleness, tenderness of 
soul, and <l.eYotednrss to God! How much ar<l.our, pa­
tience, perscyerance, and self-denial! How much I 
need the Holy (;J10st to f!·uidc, uphold, defend, and 
strengthen me: In view of my wealmess and ignor­
ance, I desire to prostrate myself before God, and hy 
pra~·cr and fasting to maku my rf'q11est~ known t,;i 
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him. 0 to come near his seat; I wonld order my 
speech before him; I would till my mouth with argu­
ments. I would plead his glory, the honour of his 
name, and the advancrmcnt of his kingrlom. I wonld 
mention before him the extreme coldness and sloth­
fulness of his professed children, the contempt which 
is cast upon his Sabbaths aml ordinances, the strength 
and success of his enemies, and the flood of iniquity 
which has come i11 upon us. I ,rnuld plead for a per­
ishing world, for his chosen people, that he would 
take the "·ork into his own hand, make hare his arm 
for their deliverance, beautify his church, enlarge her 
borders, and strengthen her stakes; give his minis­
ters more grace and zeal, and put his enemies to con­
fusion. I plead for myself, that I may be a humble 
instrument of making his glory known to a perishing 
world, of comforting his children, of enlarging his 
kingdom, and of stopping· the progress of vice and in­
fidelity. All my desires beside arc faint compared 
with this. 

Journal-" Semi-annual Fast, August 15.-Rose 
this morning with feeble health, and with a confused 
state of mind. The infliction of the slightest pain, 
the disorder of any part of the system, destroys the 
natural vigour of hotly and mind. How cheering the 
prospect of an eternal redemption from pain and 
sickness, and of the possession of immortal vigour in 
the delightful employment of Heaven. 

" In view of the distinguished favours, temporal 
and spiritual, conferred upon this seminary, and the 
scantiness of our returns, we should be humble and 
penitent ; and in view of the interesting relation 
which it sustains to the church in present and future 
ages, we should he mighty in prayer for its purity 
and prosperity. 0 may our prayers this day obtain 
the blessing. 

" In view of the responsibility of our station, we 
(members of a secret praying circle) propose to de­
vise in what way we can alfonl assistance io the 
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cause of Christ, imd. encourage hy our prayers and 
exertions all plans fur this design. For the ensuing 
week we propose to conyer:,;e more intimately and se­
rionsly with some of our brethren, and PndeaYonr to 
excite that social and deYont disposition, which is 
the fotu1rlation of futnre uscfnlness. 

" \\'hat can [ do this d<(IJ for God? Can I not 
comfort some of his children? Can I not adYancr a 
step to\\·ard l [l'UYC'n; break some cord. of sin, obtain 
some diYine light? 

•· .Au~ust 17, 1816, Lord's D~!J--~11tfored much 
from this fcelJ!t, hmh·. 0 "·hen I shall haYe worn it 
out in my Hcdeemei·'s sen·icc, it will he pleasant to 
lcaYC it in the dust, till it shall rise with immortal 
Yigour. 

" The wo!·d of God (this day) was sweet and re­
freshing-. The ( ;ml-exalting and soul-humbling doc­
trines of the gospel arc a feast to an immortal mind. 

" The joy which is 110w pcrfcckd in the breast of 
Panl, commPnced while his tahernacle was in the 
flesh. His determination, "·hile on earth, to glory in 
nothin!!", san thr cross of Christ, leads him to glory 
in nothin.!!" but Christ in lwa\·cn. 

" ~c11sihlc of the indisprnsahle importance of a 
deep, thorough, and practical acquaintance with the 
\Yord of God, l desire to kerp my eye more steadily 
fixed. upon this objrct, and to use eYery help, whe­
ther of commentaries, ohscn·ation, or conYersation, 
for that strength and direction in Didne truth which 
mar be for the etlifrill!.?; of the church. 

,·, August 28, 18°16.::.__In COJIJledion with brother 
\Y*****, this dn~· is to he deYoted to fasting and 
prayer for the directions of the llol~· ~pil'it in our 
future emplormrnt. If it he tlw will of God that we 
should go to the heathr11, we desire to know it. lf "·c 
ar11 destined for domrstic missionaries, or for stated 
ministers, we \rnnld know the ,Yar in which wr must 
walk. Upon asnhjcct of such mom.ent we think it pro­
per to fost often, and prav without ceasing. \Yithin 

G •J 



MEl\lOill OF 

11s there is much llarkncss; we come to lii111, in whom 
there is no darkness at all. \Ve come to the great 
Head of the C1mrch, and give up ourseh·cs without 
the least reserve to his cause, to he di rccted hy his 
SJJirit, and supported by his grace. \Ve fling our­
selves at his feel, to be sent any where, or to do any 
thing, which he directs. W c hold our Saviour dearer 
than all beside; every t)arthly favour is relinquished, 
if in cmnpelition with his glory. 

" Why should l not he a settled minister? Not 
hccause there arc enough to supply the churches; but 
hccausc there arc more than thPre arc missionaries, 
in proportion to the calls of Providence. Upon this 
qucstio11, after much rdlcction, a11d I trust humble 
prayer, l have a good degree of satisfaction. I think 
it 11ot my duty to acc<'pt of any permanent situation, 
Lut to devote 111yself to the missionary cause. This 
conclusio11, I think safe and satisfying. 0 thou, 
whose l am, if this he not thy will, make me se11siblc 
of it, and turn me to thee hy thy good Spirit. 

" Snbbath, September :2.-Hefrcshrd this afternoon 
with the exhibition of the character of Christ. He 
is all my hope. l would bear all reproach for him, 
and devote my whole life to his service. I would 
preach him co11sta11t(1J,faitliful(y. It is my supreme 
desire to make my Savionr known to sin11crs. 

" September 4.-In what way can I best glorify my 
SaYionr as a missionary? To answer this questiou 
aright, it is my duty and delight to how the knee to 
C:orl in secret and earnest prayer, to converse much 
with my Savioul', and lo humhlc myself in the dust 
heforc him. This day I would pray and fast, and 
commit my all to his gracious disposal. 0 to see 
Jesus with the eye of faith; to behold his glory, to 
rely upon his promises; to trust his grace. What 
a blessed privilege to converse with the gl'eat Head 
of I.Im Church, to devote myself repeatcd.ly to him; 
From him l expect all my comfort, all my success. 
He is the Captai11 1111der whom 1 would fight, aud 
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for whom I would die. 0 to come near him '. I would 
plead for the honour of making him known to a dying· 
world. 

" September 13.-A criminal want of reflection, a 
delusive fondness for earthly splendour, sear the con­
science of the Christian, and set him at rest in worldly 
security. \Vere we more familiar with death, did 
we contemplate more frequently the dreadful, pleas­
ing events of the judgment, our Christian graces 
would he of a more rapid growth, and of a sweeter 
fragrance. How often are the glories of Christ con­
cealed fi:_om the eye of my mind, and the interests of 
his kingdom strangely forgotten'. How often is my 
heart frozen with sin, and my affections henumhcd 
with spiritual sloth'. Docs this hecome an expectant 
of glory, a servant of J csus? Shall I, with such a 
mind, approach the tahlc of my dying Lord the fol­
lowing Sabbath? 0 may the Holy Spirit prepare 
for me an acceptable sacrifice. This day I will fast 
and mourn for my sins, and plead for a hlessing. I 
desire to remove every ohstacle in the way of my 
Divine Saviour, and may he at that interesting sea­
son impart to my famishing soul the bread of life. 
May he lift upon me the light of his countenance, 
and make me that happy man ' whose iniquities arc 
forgiven, whose transgressions are covered.' " 

ln a letter to a relative dated Andover, August 
22, referring to an unpropitious event in the history 
of American missions, he says : " lt may damp the 
zeal of missions, but it will ultimately promote the 
cause. The heathen will be converted, and mission­
aries will go into every country, and evangalise every 
nation. \Vhat good plan ever succeeded without op­
position? And does not God, to try the faith of his 
children, frequently throw obstacles in the way of 
those plans which he designs to be executed. If wa 
wish for domestic missionaries, we must have foreign 
ones." 
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Extract from anoU1er letter to the same friend, dated 
" Am/e,ver, September 23. 

" Strike out the idea of future rest, and how 
wretched would be our existence '. Tell the aged 
saint that ' death is an eternal slecp,'-that his ex­
pectations of future happiness arc yain, and "·hat 
would be his feelings? ' And is there no Saviour, 
no heaven, no rest to my ,reary soul. ~lust I die, 
and nenr rise ? Sleep aml lie forgotten ? But 
thanks be unto (:od, I have no such fears. J csus Ii Yes, 
and I shall live alrn. Come death, I fear thee not. 
Jesus, m~· hope, has the keys of death and hell. Un 
the arm of everlasting love I rest, and wait and long 
to wing myself ,rn·ay to c\'crlasting bliss.' ls not this 
the comolation of my dear aunt? Docs she not wait 
the summons of death with a tranquil mind, behold­
ing her Sa\'iour there cheering the way with hcannly 
smiles?" 1--Iaving spokrn of his aged and respected 
aunt, the writer addressed a short paragraph to her. 
" My dear aunt, I almost envy your situation; soon 
to ' bnguish into life,' to leave a sinful workl, a 
wicked 

0

heart, a feeble body, for a Saviour's smiles, 
a glorious body, a cro\1·n which fadeth not away. 
Have courage then, for your warfare "·ill soon be 
over, your victory won, and your reward an hw1dred 
fold. I cease not to pray for you, although, with re­
pentance and htm1ility I say it, not with the ardour, 
which becometh a child of God. l\lay ' the peace of 
God, which passeth all understanding,' continue to 
rest upon you, and eventually make your advent into 
heaven, Loth joyful and triumphant. 

" You ask, my dear cousin, where I expect lo spend 
my life? It is uncertain. I ha Ye devoted myself to 
the work of a Christian missionary ; and as such I ex­
pect to be tmdcr the direction of my superiors. I 
may not Le sent to the heathen, lmt my life, God wil­
ling, will he speut in promoting the cause of missions. 
'l'he cause is great, and the responsibility too great 
for an angel to sustain. I need your prayers; I trust 
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I have them. \Veak as I am, in Christ I am strong·. 
I will glory in nothing saving his cross. 

" Yon inquire of Middlebury attachments; none 
exist-nor in any other place. It is a subject which 
I have purposely neglected, till I knew what the 
Lord would have me to do." 

J oumal, September 22, 1816.-\Vas much refreshed 
this day by the preaching of God's word. The man­
ner was peculiarly ardent. There were striking 
exhibitions of a humble, ardent, and devotional soul. 
Every one knew that the preacher had heen with 
Jesus, and received his message from God. Such 
preaching makes me sick of mysclf,-gives me re­
pentance for my past coldness and slothfulness, and 
an ardent longing for deeper humility, for more inti­
mate discoveries of my Saviour. 0 that I had in 
the wildemess a lodging-place, I would leave the 
world, and weep, and fast, and pray. 0 my Sa­
viour, sink me low before thee, make me ashamed of 
my vileness, my strong attachments to the world, my 
feeble desires for thy glory. I plead for thy grace ; 
and for a heart which shall delight snpremely in thy 
service ; and be willing to bear all sufforing for thy 
sake. 0 to rise above the world and sin ; to consi­
der myself as a stranger and pilgTim below; and 
to press forward with continual alacrity in the work 
of the Gospel ! 

" I do now humbly request the Divine presence 
during the approaching vacation ; and I lift my soul 
to my Saviour, that he would smile upon every at­
tempt to glorify him, and give me souls snatched 
from devouring fire. That I may not grieve the 
Holy Spirit, and neglect opportnnities to do good, I 
would, relying upon his grace, propose the following 
things as worthy of observation. Let conversation 
on the journey be spiritual, by no means trifling; 
let every call be improved for God ; pray three or 
four times every day; read the Scriptures often; 
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lift the heart to God while on the way; plead for 
deliverance from temptation; for grace to be faith­
ful. During the season spent in .Pittsfield, spend 
much time in secret prayer, much in fasting, much 
in he,wenlv conversation. Comfort God's children, 
alarm the· wicked and direct them to Christ. Al­
ways he humhlt>,-mindful of my responsibility,-of 
the worth of souls,-of the shortness of time, and of 
the Solemnity of etr,rnitr. He graw, yet cheerful; 
meek, yet uold for nOLl; suhmissh·e, yet longing and 
struggling for the descent of the Holy Spirit ; arnl 
ma:,- this Yacation be reviewed at the judgment, with 
joy to rnysdf and to many souls, who are now in the 
"·ay to ruin. IJlessed SaYiour, I lean on thy arm, I 
fall at thy feet. For thy name's sake, ' pardon my 
iniquity, for it is great.' Amen." 

Very soon after his return to Andover, he wrote 
to his brother the following Idler:-

" Andover, Xovember 20, 1816. 
" ::\1 Y DEAR BROTHER,-1 arrind at this seminary 

in goml health on Friday noon. The journey was 
pleasant, though unexpectedly protracted hy reason 
of the badness of the roads. i\ly situation here, as I 
anticipakd, is accompaniPd with a profusion of tem-
11oral and spiritnal blessings, which demand a pecu­
liar tribute of p;rntitudc and praise. :.\ly room-mate, 
of whom you have often heard me speak, is a gcne­
l"OUS friend, a tender companion, and, I trust, an 
humble Christian. l\lv health has certainly im­
pro,·cd by my recent tour among the Green ~.Imm-• 
taius. ~hould it continue, I would not be unmindful 
of so distinguished a favour. Hut the events of the 
succeeding year may occasion many tears, many 
sighs. 

" \Yith all the enjoyment of the present, I can 
never forget the past. ;\ly thou~hts will nm home, 
and I am not solirilou~ to ehecl, tlwm. '.\lan_v of t.he 
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little occmTPncl's of the pa~t yacation, which at tho 
time scarcrly left an impression upon my memory, 
now afford me much amusement and instruction. l 
remember the domestic circle, the social visit:a, the 
cheerful walks. I remember also a father's solicitude, 
a mother's tendernes~, a brother's kindness, and a sis­
ter's Ion. Of this one reward you may rest assured, 
that of a thankful !wart ; as for any other, I can only 
sa~·, that it is better not to vo,r, than to vo,r and not 
pay. 

" :\Iy long, and perhaps criminal silrnce upon reli­
gious snhjects, seems to reqni re me not to he silent now. 
No ennt would aflord more jor than that of your re­
ception of the truth, as it is in Jesus, and no one be 
more interesting to saints nrnl angels. Ehoulu. you 
become savinglr intPrested in the gospel, all is yours. 
Conscirnce would whi~per peace, atflict.ions would be 
s\\·eet, life desirable, death triumphant, jud~rntjoy­
ful, and eternitv blc~sed. Think of all the virtuous 
and pious as y~ur companions; of a friend in sick­
ness, in distress, in death; of a cro\\·n of glory, robes 
of resplended ,,·hite, palms of Yictory; and more, of 
a resunlilance to the adorable Jesus. Dear brother, 
the decisin moment is at hand. f:oon there will be 
a fareu·ell to calls, to entreaties, and, if impenitent, 
to heavrn. 

" I shall nenr forgrt you in my prayers, "·hile I 
have a heart of life to pray, At present, I must say 
adieu. i\lay wr. meet to part no more." 

In the forcp:oing lrtter, the writer addressed a pa­
ragraph to his rounp;est sister, then about t"·eh-c 
years of age. The rewler will percein that the 
stde of it is diflcrrnt from that in ,rhich he gen­
e1:ally wrote. Hut as his object was to benefit ~her 
soul, he wrote in a manner best adapted to that pur­
pose. 

" ::;:ister Electa,-Your brother Levi still remem-
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bers you. Your health is feeble, but I hope it will 
recover. But, Electa, we were all born lo die. 
Should I live a few years, I shall hear that my 
sister Electa is in the grave. We both must die 
soon. But shall we both live in heaven? Arc you 
a friend to lhc blessed J rsus ? Do you pray ? Do 
you love to think about God? Love to converse 
about heaven ? I hope to go there when I die. 
And, Elccta, you may go there too. Jesus invites 
you. If you arc sorry for your sins, and love God, 
you will go there. Your brother Levi will always 
pray for you." 

From the notices in his journal at this time, it ap­
pears that the writer had for a short time been walk­
ing in darkness. Perhaps this very darlmcss, this 
spiritual mourning, Y,as kindly ordered for the pur­
pose of producing deeper humility, and a more child­
like and affectionate submission to the Divine will, 
and thus of preparing him for an aftliclion, more se­
vere than any which he had hitherto heen called to 
experience. \\'hat follows will explain this obser­
vation. 

Andover, December 21,, 1816. 
" DEAR PARENTs,-Your letter just received, con­

taining information relative to sister Elccta's illness, 
was tmly affecting. \Yhcn I parted with her, it was 
with deep solicitude. I obsen·ed that when she stood 
at the window to sec me as long as she could, there 
were evident indications of approaching ill-health. I 
thought much of her afterwards, and your letter has 
assured me that my anxiety was not without reason. 
I trernLle for the result. \Yb.at will your letter next 
contain; hut I recollect your advice, to how with 
submission to the will of our heavenly Parent. God 
·will do right. Though ' clouds and darlniess are 
row1d about him, justice and judgment are the habi­
tation of his throne.' I cannot be sufficiently, thank­
ful thnt 111r parrnts have Divine support in this sra,.. 
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~111 of allliclion. If is the) pcmliar exccllrncc of 011r 
rdigio11, that it givl's co11solaliu11 wh(•IJ it is mo4 
m·c1l,·d. 

" \\'hr11 I n·wl I.hat sisf(:r Elccla was plcadi11g f"oi' 
lllPn:y, my frl'li11gs were i11tll'scrihahlc. !\lay lhc 
Lonl give 11s foitl1 to cu111111crnl her to mercy. May 
we 11ol go au<l tdl Jesus, plca<l his atouiug- sacrifice, 
his 1111foili11g· promises? I have returned fro111 a 
Iii.tic prnyi11geirdc, composed of my iutimatc fricml:--, 
wlierl' the sifuatiou of my <kar sbt1•r has hc(m frc-
1pw11tly 111c11tiouc1l at Urn.fhroue of grace. \\'ill uof. 
the Loni hear, a111l cause this sil'klicss l.o 1,p for l1is 
g-lor~·? 1\'ly parents hani hcc11 co111111.c111led lo;,, nwr­
d fu l ::,aviour, ' who <lues 1101. afllict willi11gly, 11or 
p;rinvr, the chiltln·11 of 111c11.' \\'ill not the Son of(:llll 
walk with pm in this furnace of altticlion? How 
p1Pasi11g \\W1l1l it be to he prrse11t with you aud to 
111i11glc 111y tears with yours. How CJH11forti11g· to 
walk with Elrcla dmrn to the vale of death, lo 1lin~ct 
her to the Savimu-, ' who taketh away the sins of the 
world.' l woulrl tdl her that Jesus will walk with 
those wl10 1 rnst iu him, awl sulfor no evil to hefall 
them. 'J'cll her, if she he yet a snhjcct of prnp•r, 
a11rl he ahle to recein1 a brother's lo,·c, tell hc1· that 
I a111 with her i11 spirit hy night and hy tlar. l !011~ 

to sec her, an<l above all, to lwarof her joy in Christ. 
\\'ill she uot leave a wonl for one who lo11~·s am! 
prays for her? 

•· I lna,·c Ilic ev<'11L I trust C:otl will prqiare 11w 

for every attliclio11, a111I make e,·ery trial ' work out 
,L far 111orc cxcceui11g autl eternal wci~ht of glory.' 
Arnl may my dear mot.her say, ' the will of (~1111 1111 

,lmw. l will b() still allll ]mow that the Lortl rd~11s. 
Fatl1er, iuto thy hands l com111e11tl myself a111l the 
,lrar chil<l whom I.hon liast given 111c.'" 

Extrncl from a Jelle r to his eltlcst hrolhcr, of tlw 
same <late. 

II 
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'' Is ~he still verging to the grave? Let us ere 
the bawl of (~od, and hear his voice, which is so ~O-· 

!Pmnly speaking to us. Let not our sorrows keep 
ns from leaning on the arm of Almig-hty strnngth. 
IVIay the Lord Jesus be your friend and your hope. 
May yon ' 11111 into the name of the Lord, as a strong 
tower, into which the righteous run and are safe.' 

" i\lay yonr family he favoured of the Lord. May 
he rc,2anl with parental tenderness all our sorrows, 
and can~e us through great tribulation to enter into­
Iii~ kingdom.'' 

The day after Mr. Parsons received the intelli­
!(('llC!: of his sisler's siclmess, another letter arrh·ed, 
to whic-h the following is an answer . 

.1l11dover, December 26, 1816. 
•· The will of God is done. That lo,·ely flower 

has witheretl away. l\Iy sister Electa sleeps in the 
grave; lwr spirit has returned to God who gave it. 
Hut 1 will be still. l will not sulfor a murmuring 
word to escape me. I will bow with submission, and 
kiss the rod which smites me, for I see the hand of a 
friend in all this. I sec Jesus, the compassionate Sa­
viour, chastising in love, removing an earthly com­
fort on purpose• to give us himself, and all the joy his 
presence and smiles can afford. He will walk with 
me in this furnace, and permit me to receive no i11-
jury. 

" My dear parents,-Your second letter arrind 
about twenty-four hours after the first. I was sitting­
in my study, and conversing with my mom-mate np­
on the painful subject, when the letter was put into 
my hand. I opened it in haste, and perceived hy a 
few of the first sentences, the aflecting intelligcuce 
which followed. I laid the letter aside for a few mo­
llll'nts; endeavoured to compose my mind, and not 
,ink unrl"r the stroke. My room-mate knePlPrl hy 



RJ<:V LBVl l'AH.SOXS. 

my side, commended me to a merciful :::iu""iour. 11,rnl 
fervently implored the comforts of his ~rac<'. From 
this time till I retired, my mind was composed, 
though not without the greatest strug·;Ie. I sl1·pt. 
well; in the morning was more refreshed than I ex­
pected. My brethren wept with me, and praF,l for 
me. My appetite was remarkably preserved. To­
day my soul seems stayed upon God. Everlasti1w, 
arms arc underneath me. The Saviour has embracer! 
me in the arms of his love, wiped the tears from my 
eyes, and healed my bleeding heart. 

'When overwhclm'd with grief, 
To l1eaven I lift my eyes.' 

" This affliction, I believe, will he for rny good­
make me· more humble, more watchful, more faithful 
more heavenly-minded. '111is is my heart's desire 
and prayer to God. It has been my constant inquiry, 
for what purpose this aflliction was designed. Is it 
not some kind messenger, to admonish us of our pil­
grimage, and of our home? 

" It now remains for me to do all in my power to 
comfort you w1der this severe aflliction. It would 
have been pleasant to have attended you through the 
whole trial; but it was not best. You have had onr, 
with you more precious than children, even him who 
walked with the three children in the fiery furnace; 
who wept at the g-rave of Lazarus, and who has said, 
'lo, I am with you alway, even to the end of the 
world.' He is not angry, hut full of compassion. 
Even as a father pitieth his children, so thP Lord 
piticth them that fear him.' Have we not mercies 
mingled with judgments? Our dear Electa was a 
child of prayer, she was in infancy given to the Lord; 
she had the instruction of pious tender parents. She 
lived, while sick, till many prayers had heen made 
for her, and till, we hope, she prayed for herself, and 
then fell asleep in Jesus. I have reason to be thank­
ful that I saw and conversed with her last vacation-
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that she read Lhc Hi hie hy course the last year-that 
she read many rdig-ious tracts, and that it was i11 rny 
heart lo pray for hPr rnorc Urn11 usual sirn·<! l ll'ft 
horn<'. But I leave the event with n(){l. l\l v dPar 
111other, nm ('UllllOf I.ell how 11111d1 Illy father's letter 
eomfort.c;l rn,•. Yon arc 1lh·i11clr sui1port<'rl. Your 
rdup:e is i11 (;o,l. J>well 11nt 11mch upon this afll.ic­
tio11, l111t kt your cyPS ht> to the Lord. Your pilgrirn­
ag·e will soon he <H"Pr. A few more waves of trouhlc 
will waft pm to dcnml re,-t. There you will hav,• 
110 more trials, there ~-on ,rill sigh 110 more. Let m, 
ginl up the loi11s of our minds, and nm "·ith mm·c 
ti[l<'<'d the heave11ly race. \Yhile we lh·e on 1•arth, 
let us hreathe in hcave11. 0 the rest that weary pil­
p;rims li11d in Christ'. The la.ngnage of this Provi­
~lc11ce is, • arise a111l follow me.•' I <louht not hut ym1 
will live to sec the happy fruit of this affliction. May 
we not hope, that it will he sa11etilierl to my 1lear 
hroll1H 1--. For this I will oftrn hcnd my k1H'Cti 
at the throne of grace. Perhaps Ekcta was tak<'n 
from tronhle to peace, from a mother's arms to th<' 
hosmn of J esns. 

" Hemcmhf'r me to those who were with yon i11 
this trial, and who prayed oftp11 for Electa. lVlay the 
Lord reward them an hunured fold." 

To his rldest hrother, in a letter of the same dale, 
he writes Um~:-

" DEAR BROTIIER,-1 thank you for your affoction­
ale letter. God has supporkcl me, and I tnu;t will 
snpport yon. Thr. affliction is sore ; the wound is 
deep. Electa was dear to us hoth. You ask me to 
pray that this affliction may he sanctitiecl to yon.­
ll'~, my dear brother, I shall; I cannot forgrt you. 
l do hope the death of Electa will he life to your 
soul. How much shall we nel•tl a Sa dour un a dying· 
hell'. 0 let. ns seek him 11ow! \rill you 110t p;ivc 
yourself to him thb day. Shonlu this event pass un-
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improved, perhaps God will speak 110 mort:. The 
tlay of hope may be closed, and ruin certain. l now 
commend you to God, praying always for you, thal 
you may be a comfort to your afflicted pare11ts, ,u1 
honour to the church, an heir of glory." 

In his journal I find the following retlcctiou,, 
penned one day earlier than the two last letters:-

" On the 17th instant my dear sister Electa 
breathed her last, and rests now, I would humbh· 
hope, in the arms of her Saviour. She was a love!)· 
sister, a peculiar comfort to us; hut not too good to 
die. This furnace is exceeding hot. It now becornc,­
me to inquire why the Lord hath afflicted me ? Had 
I not my affections too much upon the creature ? Did 
I not loiter iu my spiritual race, and forget the i11 
junctions of my Saviour, ' watch and pray ?' Have 
I not been unfaithful to my friends, unfaithful to my­
self, unfaithful to sinners? Have I not been negli­
gent in the duties of the closet, in maintaining- ,1 

humble walk with God? In these and many other 
ways I have o/fonded, and come short of the glory of 
God. I deserve his chastising rod. I will submis­
sively sit at his feet and hear his indig11ation, because 
1 have sinned. I will remember my b?~kslidings, 
and return unto God. I will gird up the loins of my 
mind, and mu with alacrity the race before me, look­
ing· diligently to Jesus, my guide and my hopr. l 
will be more humble, more devoted to (-:orl, morP 
faithful in his service... I will consider that this i;, 
not my abiding place, that I am only a straug·er a11d 
a foreigner, as all my fathers were. I will converse 
more with f~od in secret, and with Christian friends ; 
he more intimate with the Scriptures, more tlevotional 
upon the Sabbath, more diligent in lm~iness, mon· 
<:ircumspect before the world. I will ~trivP to lw 
,holy, harmless, undefiled; and. to makP all wilh whoin 
J may associate like our divine Saviour. l 1dll sePk 

)I "! 
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opportunities lo do goml, to comfort lhe attlictcd, tu 
reclaim the wamleri11g, to alarm the tiinner. I will 
be tender and dutiful to my parrnts, arnl make every 
exertion for their comfort while Goll shall continue 
them in life. l will hi11d up tlwir hroken hearts, 
wipe the tear from their eyes, aml point them to the 
• rest which remaineth for the people of ( ~od.' I will 
he more faithful to my hrothers; to pray for them, 
converse with them, and to lead tltl•m to the S,wiour 
of lost sinners. It 8hall he rnv desire to Jive as 8ec­
ing him who is invisihlc, with a constant view of 
death and my aecom1tahility ; that when i;mmnoncd 
to leave the world, l may rejoice i11 the blessed as­
surance of au inheritance with the rc1leemecl, rPsc rvc1l 
in heaven for all who lo,·e the appearing of our Loni 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

" I make these resolutio11s, l tmst, with a hum hie co11-
victio11, that it is not in man that walketh lo dir(•ct his 
steps; that all my str<'llf?;th is weakness, and all sPlf-c·on­
li1k11ce vain aml criminal. I come lo thee, lwavenlv 
Father, for grace, for wisdom and strength. U lc·l 
me be thine wholly arnl forever. Let me he h11111hl1: 
in prosperity, submbsivc in adversity, and faithfnl 
in <lnty. l\lay this sore alttiction bring- forth the 
peac1•ablc frnits of rig-hteousncss to those who arc ex­
crciscrl thcrehr. l\fo~· my <INtr parl'nls hc support<'<! 
of (;otl; my dear brothers he hrnught lo the lmowlcdgn 
of truth as it is in J csus; and may we all come oul 
of this fumace as ~oltl seven times purified, and sil 
together in heavenly plac(•S in Christ Jesus. 

,, Thal the recent attliction may I.Jc sanctified to us 
all, especially to my dear brothers, ancl that l may he 
1lirected this year in the way of my duly, I propose 
to keep this a.;; a clay of fasting and prayer. 

" F1,•cni11:;.-(~rnl will direct me in duly, and ttp­
l10ltl me by his Spirit. I wonld he allop;<•tlwr 1lcvotctl 
to his service, and dicerfullv snhmil to all tlw 1lis­
pcnsations of his provideun•: L fo·l myself infinitely 
vile aml helplct>:::. I ran go uu where lllll 1o 111y 
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lteave11l v Father. I fall al his feet. Con\Ll l feel 
suit.ably under this atHictio11, loYe (:od more, a11d sin 
ll'ss, 1 wonltl say, ' it. is g-ood for me to he attt icterl.' 
l\ly sonl lirs humlile1l in the dust. ' As the hart 
pa11teth after the water brooks, so panteth mr soul 
after thee, 0 Gotl.' \\'hen shall 1 he like him?" 

The reader has already perceived that the death 
of his 1,elovetl sister was to i\lr. Parso11s a grievous 
stroke. lt was a theme, however painful, on which 
he Ion~ dwelt with a kind of melancholy pleasure, i11 
his closet a11d iu his eommu11ications to his frirmls. 
" Like the music of Carril it was pleasant, hut mourn­
ful to the soul." Persons uot particularly interesterl 
in the event, may thiuk that it has hcen sntlieienlly 
wn,.;itlen,d. I cannot, howc\·er, persuade myself lo 
omit another letter 011 this suhjcct; a11d I presume 
that. 110 one havin~ rearl it, would wish it omitted. It 
"·as clirecteu tn his only surdviug sister and myself. 

Andovc,., .Ta11ua1;1J 10, 1817. 
" i\1 Y DEAR Il1wTHER .\ND S1sTE1-t,-How do von 

~11~l.ai11 1his sore chastisement of our lwavenly l<'a­
llwr ? \\·hen it was aimomiced that our dear sister 
El(•cta was n1) more, ditl you not yield to weeping 
and sorrow, antl refuse to be comforted because she 
was not? Anrl have you not since then found your 
cnuvcrse with God more sweet, yonr attachments to 
the world less strong·, antl your desires for unreserved 
devoledness lo Urn Divine will more ardent. and more 
successful ? 

•• \"ou have, without doubt, been impatient to hear 
from me since this atttiction. 'l'o tell you that. it. was 
tuie:xpectcd antl severe, that it produced honrs or 
weeping-, that it e:xcil.e!l many painful rl'Hect.ious, 
woul,l lie to tell yon ,rlmt you already know. To 
yieltl the fond e:xpedation of ever scei11g her agai11 011 

earth, 1o rcliwg1ish thost• l1'111l1•r hopes autl alfrctiou~ 
\\'hid1 wne c:xcitcil by her pleasant conver,-alion, 
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her generous and attectionatc disposition, has cause<l 
me many sLrug·g·lcs. Still l can say, it is not in my 
heart to complain. God has done it. This is all I 
wish. ' 1'1.y soul doth magnify the Lord.' Who is 
there in heaven !Jut God? Whom should I desire on 
earth hut God? To whom can I commit m,· friends 
but to (-:-od? To what should I more cheerfully sub­
mit than to his sovereign disposal? \Vho can do 
better than God? \Vho knows better what comforts 
to give, and whm to take them away? Let man 
govern the world, and would our interests be more 
safe, and our path less dreary? \Vho but God can 
give exercise to faith, love, and hope, those graces so 
necessary in affliction ? 0 think how tender he is of 
all his children'. wipes away every tear, hears their 
g-roans, and counts their sorrows i He is full of com­
i•assion, abundant in goodness, and rich in mercy. 
Did any one ever cry to him and nut be heard ? Did 
any one ever commit his soul to him and still be 1.m­
safe? Think again, ' He does not afflict willingly.' 
His childrm arc in great trilmlation, hut it is on their 
way to glory. They are deprived of earthly com­
forts, hut to give that peace which passcth knowledge. 
Friends arc removed for a friend who never faileth ; 
they arc cast into the furnace to walk wlth J csus ; 
life is bitter that eternity m,ty be sweet. Shall we 
fear to walk where our Saviour leads us? Is not 
heaven worth cnongh to sulfor a little for it ? The 
crown of glory to wear a crown of thorns for it? Is 
it not better to he withont onr friends than without 
onr r-:-od? To he in a dungeon, at the stake, (II' in 
the flames, rather than to part with heaven? 0 
pleasing reflections, joyful anticipations'. Soon we 
arc at rest. A few more waves of trouble will waft. 
us home; pilgTirns a little longer, then fellow-citizens 
with the saints and household of God in glory. 

' How can we sink with such n prop 
.ls om Almighty God?' 
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·• J)o yon not, my dear sistt'r, foul support i11 Jesus? 
Ll't ns not g-ricvc loo mueh, hnt <[ltid:<•n onr stqis to 
lwave11. L<·t us he morn watd1ful, wore faithful to 
onr snrvh·ing fricrnls. () ma:,· yon rcsl your weary 
lwa,J 011 .] csus arnl f'Hjoy his smiles. Let us no lo11~er 
forget our Father's house. 1 c0111111end you, dear 
sister, to nod; awl what ca11 I do more? For the 
pn•sent, farewell. May the Lord he your Go<l, your 
dernal portion." 

"J!arch, 1817, Fast d,!Y·-' The sacrifices of God 
an' a broken !wart.' That fast is acc<'plahle to him, 
which humhlcs the heart, and produces sincere repent­
m1cc. f:hall this he such a fast? Is there not a special 
call for humiliation? \Vhat is the decision of co11-
scif'11ec? H,wc the duties of tlw closet hf'cn faithfully 
discharp;ell? Or have I hrcn satisli<'fl with the service 
of the lips? Have l lwld cmnmunion with (;mJ, and. 
ohlaine<l the nnction of the Holy Spirit? Have I 
hc<•n watchful over my unholy atfoctions, over the 
allnrrments of the world and the vain desires of the 
fl<·sh? Have my words heen such as hecome the gospel? 
I-Jaye I ('.hcrishc<I am! matured all the Ch ristia11 g-races? 
Han: I 1111ifonnly PXereiscd snpr<'urn love to God, 
snpn'nw a1Jad1111c11t to the interests of his kingdom, 
anle11t d<·sin\S to he coufor:n<'tl to him, and hitter rc-
111'11la11c<\ anrl humiliation for sin? Has il hee11 tlH: 
desigi1 of all my studies, rny conversation, visits, aud 
prayer1;, to advance in grace, awl to promote the in­
terests of Zion? Have l discharged all my relative 
1lutics in this semi11ary? Have I hc<111 sufficicnf.ly 
fcryenl in my prayers for my friends, for the church 
and the world? Tlwse arc qucstious which this ,lay 
shoul<l he examined; and conscious of a crimiual de­
fieiPncy in all tlwse duties, I would hy prayer and 
fasting implore forgi ,·c1wss." 

I shall lien' present extracts from thre<' letters to 
a relatiye in Conway, MassachnsetL~. It will h,i 
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pcrceiwd hy the dates that the two lirst arc not in­
serted in chronological order. For this arrangement 
there are special reasons. 

•• Andover, Jhw l, 1815. 
" :\1 Y DEAR Cous1x ,-I rcgrettf'd excf'edingly 

when I visitetl my friPnds la~t. that I was obliged 
to return ,Yithout calling at Conway. I han no 
frirnds with whom I 1.;oulcl have spent my time more 
profitably, and 110 vi~it woul1l haYe hcen more pleasant. 
Bnt dnt~· evidently rerp1irprl that I should relinquish 
many of my inlPuclecl Yisits. Separated as I now am 
from your society, with hut little expectation of see­
ing you again in tlw fl1:sh, I bear you in prayerful 
remembrance at the throne of grace; humbly hoping 
that the Christian's God will he your Protector and 
Hedcrmer. 

",vhen I saw you last, the solemn aml interesting 
subjects of d1:ath and eternity made deep impressions 
upon yonr mind; impressions, which I trust will be 
11crmunf'nt and end in the salvation of your soul. 
Heligion appeared to you of the first importance, as 
embracing- all real happiness in this world, and in 
that which is to come. Such being the feelings of 
yonr mind, I have often desired to guide you to Christ. 
HaYe you found that all worldly enjoyments are un­
stable anrl unsatisfactol'y, that they cannot give peace 
to a guilty conscin1ce nor remove the slavish fear of 
death? Have ,·ou fo1md that all the sources of ex­
pected pleasure 

0

in the circle of friends, in amusements, 
bring pain and disappointment? Has not conscience, 
in the silent watches of the ni~ht, tortured you with 
painful reflections of increasin~ guilt, ancl filled you 
with fearful apprehensions of the justice of Goel? 

" Borne down under the weight of sorrow, you may 
with the greatest propriety enquire,• is there no re­
medy?' • Christians, lead me to that enjoyment, 
which will calm tl1e tumults of my mind, support me 
under everr trial, and take away the sting of death.' 
Yes, my dear cousin, "·e can direct you to such en-
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joymrnt; anrl this enjoyment is iu God. To thosr­
"·ho ha Ye obtained it, eonsdence \\·hispers peace, rleath 
smiles, the grnxe is plea5ant. They drink at that 
fountain which is never dry; partake of pleasures 
which satisfy the soul. They have comfort in aHi.ic­
tion, triumph in rlcath, and glory forever. Do you 
ask,' how this happiness can be obtained?' I answer, 
it is freely ottered. The proclamation of the gospel 
is, ' Ho every one that thirsteth, come to the waters, 
and he that l{ath no money: come ye, huy and cat, yea 
come huy wine and milk without mouev m1d without 
price.' • Although thousands have re1;aired to this 
foW1tai11, it is yet foll. Tu it, the penitent thief on 
the cross was purified iu his dying moments. Sinners, 
in every age, han the same blessing· hy lookiug to 
the same Hedcemer; and helieve me, there is hope 
for you. Look for a moment to Calvary; those drops 
of lJlood can cleanse a world. If von have not yet the 
joys of believing, let me, in view ·of cternit~-, and im­
prcssctl with the worth of the soul, entreat you to de­
lay no long;er. Your eternal all is s:_1spended here. 

"""hc11 heaveu is otfrrrd, can we refuse? \Yhcn 
we are inYitcd to take gold tried in the fire, shall we 
remain poor and miserable? ~-o, my cousin, while 
you are readiug these lines, rcsolvr to make religion 
your principal conc:crn. aml secure in srason the re­
ward of the righteous. l hope that this mar he your 
happy situation, and that eternity may be yours to 
prnbc tlw Lord. 

"Hemrmher me most affectionately to mY uncle 
and aunt. 1 know that aunt is usual!j· ill. i trust, 
howcnr, that :-he finds it ~i:oocl to bear her Father's 
rod. Her course to glorr is sure, although attended 
with pains and sulforings. \Yhen Jehovah says,' I 
am thy shield and thine exc:ceding great reward,' our 
hope is strong·, our faith sure." 

" h1dovcr, Ju(,; 10, 181:i. 
•• :'.Iv DEAR C'ovsrx,-'I he pre,f'ut uncxprl'lf'll 
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opportunity of conveyiug a l,•1tl'!' to yo11, l am 1111-

williug· to pass nmwtic,·11. Yonr Idler ('(llltaining 
the atfrcling-, plea:e-ing- relatio11 of the work of th,· 
I-Joly Spirit i11 your family, am] i11 town, was re­
,,l'in'rl in 1luc sea..~m1, anu rearl with cmot.io11s not 
l'asily descrihe1l. 1t was put i11to my hands on t.lH' 
evening- l returned from Vermont; and the perusal 
removc,l that rn1plPasant state of mind, which jour­
neying, fotigTw, a11d the worlu, harl occasio11l'd. l 
n•joice that the lo11g- wished-for and the long prayed-

-for s!'ason has arrivt·tl, whe11 sah·ation has cmne to 
pmr houst•. Yon are not insensihle, l 111·es1une, of 
lhe riehness of this favour, nor of the oldig-ations it 
imposes of snpn'111c devotedrn·ss to the merciful C:-ivcr. 
L thi11k I hear you say, ' what shall l rl'ndcr unto 
the Lord for his mercies ? Bless the Loni, 0 rny 
semi. Praise him in his sanctuary; praise him i;1 
the lirmame11t of his po\\·cr; praise according to his 
excellent g-n·atncss.' 

" The t'e<'liu~s of your dear mother npon the pre­
s<'11t oe<'asion, I can easily imagi11e. How lo11g lias 
she prnp•cl, aml w<>pt, awl hopc1l, for the work you 
uow witness? .Docs :she 1101. say, ' the night is far 
sp('))l, the day daw11s, the dar-spriug from on hi1?;l1 
lias ris<'n i11 our h,•art~. l\1y ;;0111 110th rna!!;11ifr the 
Lord; my spirit hath r<>joi~t•d in (~od rny '~,n:ionr. 
Now let thy servant dPpart in peacr, for rnine eyrs 
have sePn thy salvation.' t-:m:h joy lmve those who 
wait upon (~od. Tl1e aHlietimrs wl1ich they ma:, he 
callctl to i11dure arc momentary, nml will issue iu 
joy a11tl peace. 80 it will Ill' whc11 life, like the vi­
:,.io11 of the night, shall pas~ away. The waiting 
sonl then hrraks its pri~o11 and its chains to e11joy 
the Ii hcrty of the sons of Cod. lts warfare closes, 
its hattles arc won, its victory ohtai1w<l. Sorrow 
and pain arc 110 more; tears and sighs arc gone, fLll(l 
every thi11g in prospect which can interest and cl<'­
light. 

"' Do you, my cousin, anticipate a cla~· :-11 ~lorious, 
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r, crown so pn'cio11s? J )o yon hope soo11 to Ira,·p a 
world of :-;i11 for a \\'lll'ltl of lii!,'ht /lllll pnritr. This 
1l'IH'lllcnl of da,· for a honsc not 111adc ,rith harnls, 
d1mrnl in the i1caYC11s: ' The thoughts of sw·h 
arnmdng· hliss, shonld coustant joys create.' 

" Yon will find it of essential i111porlance lo walk 
frl'quently from earth lo heaven. Contt!rnplale fn·­
'tnently the g·lm:r of Christ. and the perfection of hb 
1-ing·dom. Shoi1l1l yon he in darkness, repair 1·011-
stant.lr to him in whom• there is no dark1wss at all.' 
Have Yon foars of dralh, commit yoursl'lf to hi111 
who h,;lJ1 tlw ken of death aml lwli°. Arc ymt dis­
tressPd for thost; who have no inl<\rest at th~ 1hnmc 
of grace? 1'1,•a,tl for tlwlll, as Al,rnham 1li1l for tl1•­
votcd ~0110111; and \\·hen you have ,lone all, a,:ol'1 
the lang1mp;c of s111J111ission, 'not my will, 1ml. thirn~ 
Le done.' 

" In many places Crnl is appcari11p; with powrr 
for the ruh-a11ce111ent ofhi;; kingdom. \fe have Pvcry 
r,•a~on to hcJieyc that. the glorious period ofrighteons­
llPSS arnl prace is rapidly apprnachinp.·. ~ev(•r were 
~Tealer CXPJ-tions for tlw ,li1lh:c.io11 of tl1e gospel of 
.les11s, anll 11ever were the exertions crownNl with 
grral<!r success. The darkness of Pag-.uiism is re­
l i ri11g, 1111(1 the Su11 of Hightrousness i~ rising to <'ll­

l ight.1•11 1hc whok f'arth. ~0011 there will he' ncitlll'r 
.J1~w nor f:rrPk, homl nor free, male nor female, liu1 
all our in Christ Jesu:,;."' 

bufovcr, 11pril 2:,, 1817. 
"lVIY DEAR Cousrn,-\\'hethrr your trnly wrl­

corne lcU.er of the 2:1d of ~cptcmht'r has heen ,mswen·,l, 
I lmve indeed fnrgolten. Ill health at the time, t.o­
gdher with severe atttiction, prevented my writing 
so freriucntly as I dcsirl'tl. 

" Notwit.hstawling· this long ahsence, I ha,·c ueYCr 
forp;otten you, or your parents arnl frieuds. l long t.o 
visit y<lll, and enjoy agaiu the satisfaction of mutnal 
com·ersation upon hf'avenlr thin~s. ls tlw voice of 
health still heard in your dwrlling? Or what is 



!lS :\lK\IOill OF 

more desirable, <lors the Loni lift upon yon the light 
of his cow1te11ancl'? 1 trust you have arlvanced far in 
a life of godliness; have crucified the world and its 
atfoctions, and mantainrrl a humble faithful walk with 
Goel. ..\o greater h0110ur was ever conferred upon 
mau, than that which was conferred upon Enoch. 
' He walked with C:od; and he Imel this testimony, 
Urnt he pleased God.' And could the same he said of 
us, ,,·e should indeed rest with the hlessed. 

" }. o doubt you experience manr trials in a reli­
gious course ,d1ich you never antieipatecl. • \Ye arc 
taught that' they who will live goclly in Christ Jesus 
shall sullcr persecution.' \Yhat matter, if in our way 
to heaYen we meet with here and there a thorn? Arc 
the present afflictions "·orthy to Le compared with 
the glory which is to be revealed? Who would not 
for a crown of glory ,rear a crom1 of thorns? \Yho 
would not bear his cross for the privilege of follo"'­
ing· Chriet? 0 my cousin, when shall we rise above 
this "·orkl and live as SPcing God? \\'hen shall we 
exchange these hearts of stone for hearts of flesh ? 
Hasten that day when onr eyes shall no more nm 
(lowu with tears; whrn our !warts shall no longer 
s\\·ell with sorrow; when we shall sit dowu in heaven 
and clrink of those rivers of pleasure which flow 
from the throne of God. 

" Since writing the ahO\·e, letters lmve been re­
eeh·ed from the missionaries, gi vmg a most animat­
ing accow1t of the state of the mission at Bombay. 
)lessrs . .Newell and Hall preach the gospel to the 
heathen almost eYerr clay, and we tmst not in Yain. 
'l'hey haYe 1mcler their care two hwlllrecl children, 
who;n they arc instructing in the things of the king·­
dom of (~od. They beheld an instance of self-torture 
which was truly atfocting. A woman, in conse[]_uence 
of a yow made to her gods, consented to have two 
larg-c iron hooks thmst through the llcshon her back, 
and hy them to he suspended in the air, aucl swung 
ahont lih a garment hung in the wiwl. Thi~ to 
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pl,,asc her p;ocls. \Vho would not gu lo thl'se \\Tdcw•1l 
I.Jeings to tell them of Christ ? ~:liall '"e haw tht• 
g-uspel, and all its mnltipl ied blessing·s, all(l not pity 
those who arc perishing in darkness; six hnndred 
millions of our fellow men in darkness and the shadow 
of death. (i.h·ing to the heathen docs not impowri~h 
our own churches but. Pnriehes them. N eYer wcrn 
our own societirs so richh- favourerl of heaven, as 
since the establishment o( the Foreign ~[issionary 
Societ\·. ' He that watereth shall he watered also 
himseif.' 

" Let us he faithful, humble, and persevering, that 
at last we may meet ' ·where the weary arc at rest.'" 

" A11do1:er, 'J\farch 3, lSLi. 
" VERY DEAR S1sTER,-Pennit nw to rejoice with 

you upon the reception of another favmtr,' that of a 
little daughter whom God hath graciously gin·n yon. 
\Vhilc like i.\Iary, your soul doth map;nify the Lord 
for so distinguislwd a l>lt>ssing, you will he mindful of 
your incrrased obligations to clerntc yourself and all 
yours to our heavenly Parent. As plea~ant as the 
little babes may now appear to you, and as dearly as 
you may aml cloubtless do love them, you will lend 
thPm to the Lord as long a-; thry liw. At present, 
your attrntion is directed to thrir perishable bodies, 
excepting what may he done by supplicating- for 
them the blessings of Divine g-racc. Soon rlutirs in­
finitely more responsiLlc will dcvoh-c upon yon; 
that of enriching their minds with the truths of 
God's word, and of leacling- 1hcm as lost sinners to the 
Saviour of the world. In discharging thcsr dutie:;, 
you will find much to interest ancl enconrage yon. 
lly the Divine blessing- the instruction which they 
may receive from you in early life, ma~· he like pre­
cious seed springing up into enrlasting life. The 
promises of God's word, which arc connccterl with 
the faithfnlness of pious parents, art> sufficient to PX­
cite all to the most persevering- PXPrtions. 
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" l hope to sec you this spring, and frll you rnor,0 

1hau I can write at prese11t. l\lay you lm,·e thP 
~miles of the SaYionr; mav yon • lit"! str.adfast, im-
111ov1'ahle,' and ymtr • patl; that of the just whiclt 
~hineth more aml more u11to the perfect tlay." 

ln his .Journal, August 26, 1817, he thus writes, 
" ht view of the approaching- solemnities of my ordi­
nation as a missionary to I.he heathen, I de:,;ire this 
,lay to humble myself before God ,md plead for the 
influences of the Holy Spirit. 111 this dedication 
Christ rnu~t have all. The examinatioJL of the sub­
ject of 111bsio11s, aft.er years of serious a11d painful in­
'[Hiry, has lerminatecl in a tranquil conviction of 
clnt~,. \Y,.ak and mrn·orlhy as I am, this is my con­
solation, that lhe Lord will 11ot hreak the bruised 
rcl•tl, nor f[U!'nch the smoking- flax. This is all my 
hope. • As a falher pitieth his children, so the Lonl 
pilieth lhrm that fear him.' \Yill the Hedeemer, 
leave me to lang-nish a11d faint in a foreign land? 
Will he ca..c;t me from his presence? .No, Divine 
Saviour, thou wilt never leave me, never forsake 
tne. Thoug-h far from parents and friemls, thy pre­
sence will support and comfort me, and the Holy 
Spirit g-uide me into all truth. If the Lonl he 011 

my side, • 1 will not fear, thoug-h an host encamp 
against me,' thong-h 1 he hurietl in the sea. • My 
g-racc,' saith Gotl, • is suflicient for thee.' Now, 
hlessetl (;od, accept this surrender of my all into thy 
hands ; and when I present myself in a public man­
ner to take the most sacred vows upon me, then wilt 
thou graciously accept the olforing-, and grant me 'an 
nnetion from the Holy One.' Gnidr me, 0 thou g-reat 
.T chova.h, while I wantler as a strang-er and a pilgrim; 
aml when the work which thou hast for me to tlo is 
,,mnpleted, then may I say, • I lmYe fought a g·ood 
tight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith; 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righte. 



REV. LEVI PAllSO~S. 101 

1)usness, which the Lord, the rightcou~ .Judge, shall 
.give me in that day.' 

The following letter to his parents, written a -.hort 
lime after his ordination, will evince the nry happy 
state of his mind on that memorable day. 

" Andr,ver, Septembe1· 8, 1817. 
" DEAR PARENTs.-Heceivcd this morning your 

very interesting letter of the '20th of August, aml 
read it with emotions never !Jcforc rxperienced. ] 
cmmot be sufliciently thankful that my parents havP. 
cheerfully resigned me to the direction of the great 
HecLd of the Church. 1 have 110 doubt that iu the re­
-.iguation of so dem· an earthly treasure, f~od has im­
parted the richer blessings of his grace, and enabled 
you to say, 

' \Vhate'er my duty bicls me give, 
I cheerfully resign.' 

" Before the reception of this letter, you will learn 
1 he interesting c,·ents of last , Y ednesrlay. It wa-; a 
day which I shall eYer renwmhcr \\·ith peculiar pll'a­
~un•, as th(J day of my puhlic dedicatiou to God aml 
to the church. I was not sensible of the least reserve. 
l could subscribe with my hand to he forever the 
Lord's, to be sent any whei-e, to do an:y thing, to sutler 
<111.'J <!iftictirm, to endure <lll!J hardship, to lin~ and die 
a missionary. J could lay my hand on my h<'art arnl 
say, ' I ,onl, scud me to the rnds of lite earth; send 
me to the rough and uncivilized regions of Africa; 
send me to prison, to tortures, to death; if it he thy 
will and for the vromotion of thy glory.' norl has 
truly verified his promise, that his ~race shall he 
equal to the day. And I have strong conficlenC(\ that 
he will never leave me, never forsake me. Thoug-h 
rny way he on the great de<'p, he who said tn th<' 
1 rnuhled waves, • peace, he sti II,' will he rn-er hy my 
<-irk. Tl11mp.h I ling-er in a prbon. or expirr at 1hr 

• 1 t 
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slake, l will 11cver fear any evil, 'fol' thou, Lonl, art 
with me.' Never was l more deeply scn~ihlc of my 
entire u•c11knc,,, and utter unu•orlhincss of l>ivine fa­
vour. lf I p:d to hcavc11, l must sing- every step of 
the way tl1ithcr, _g-race, grace, br;u11dlcss, srn•crcif!,71 grace. 
Nenr 1lid l :,;cc more of the vanity, and unsalisfying 
uature of all things hclow, nor foe] a greater dcsi re tu 
rclin<J11bh my earthly all to Christ. Still how weak 
my resolutions : But, 

• "'hen I am weak, then am I strong; 
Grace i~ my shield, and Christ my song.' 

" l ra1111ot believe that in dedicating myself to the 
,1·ork of a mi;;siouary, I have mistaken the path of 
dutr. I hf'lien what a good minister once tol1l me, 
that.the path of duty will he made exceedingly plain. 
;\'ly dear parents, short hut pleasing is our residence 
lwluw. Few days pass, and we arc no longer pil­
grims, sojourners, sl.l'angcrs; hut follow-citi,:;ens with 
1hf' rnints and with the household of Gou. S0011 we 
f-hall know no longer Llisappointments, tears, groans, 
~ick1ws~. troul,lc; hut clasped in the arms of onr (now) 
ahscnl ~aviour, shall rest with the Hedecmed, and 

' Not a wave of trouhle roll 
Across our peaceful breast.' 

" :\ly heallh was never better; it is appareully 
pcrfrct. It shall all he giwn to Christ; ancl if I had 
ten thousand talents more than l possess, I would giv<~ 
them all to my hlessed Saviour. ]fot my dear pa­
rents, never cease to pray for your feeble, unworthy 
son, that he may finish the work assig11etl him, tum 
uiany from darkness to lip;ht, and finally he rcecivrLl 
In glory with the redeemnl; with pious friends, with 
d,·ar parents, to part no more." 

Haviug- complclc,l tllf' usual course of theologirnl 
~tll(lic~, i\l r. l'ar:-ons look !Pa Ye of the seminary in 
~l'plernlicr, 1817, ,u1Ll returned lo \' crmont. Duri11g 
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a few of the last months of his rc:;idencc at Amluvcr, 
he preached in various places. It is impossilJie to 
speak 1ll'li11itclr of his nsl'fulncss in tlw s1~111im11·~· or 
the n•gion arnurnl it. Umlouhtedly many frlt the 
i11tlue11cc of his tlccp scriousm·ss and unfoig1wtl piety. 
Lt is evitll'nt that he tlitl. cm1siLlcralJle to promote vi­
tal go,llincss, and an intclligrut missionary ,r,ral. 
Encircled with those, who lrnve since become hernlcls 
of the cross in heathen lands, <lomestic missionaries 
and pastors of dmrd11:s, and many of those being his 
iutimate fric11<ls, his influence wa.s highly salutary. 
That it was not small will appear from the fact, that 
tlnring his last year at Amlover, he was president of 
a respectable association, calletl " The :::ocicty of lu-
1111iry 011 the ~uhject of i\l issions." 111 that day when 
all the Lcarings of our actions, and all the consequences 
of our conduct shall he known, it may appear that his 
usdulncss was on the whole, as great as during any 
other part of his life. To be contitlcnt, however, on 
this point ,rnul,l he highly improper. But this is 
1~ertai11, Umt his exemplary faithfulness and fcrveut 
~npplications were not in vain. 
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SKETCHES OF ~lll. PARSONS' MISSION Alt Y LAllOUlt,, 

IN A~IEIUCA. 

\\r E come now to a new era in -Uw history of 1'l r. 
l'arsous, to the commencement of his public lahottr~ 
as 1111 1·v,mgelist and missionary. 'l'heu he hl'came a 
public servant of the church. 

Several applications for ministerial servicrs had 
heen made to him; hut he chose to accept an i11vita­
tio11 from the V cnnont l\lissionary Society ; haviu~ 
lmd 1musual desires to he useful in this state before 
his (leparture from his native land. 

He hau contemplated a slwrt tour as an agr11t fo;· 
the Americitn Board; aml 1 believe ht) did :,;pell(l a 
few weeks in the month of October i11 visiting the 
heathen-school societies, which he had pn•viom,l~­
formed. But of his services during this montl1 I 
liud no record. 

He conmiencC!l his mission under Uw 1lireetion of 
the Vermont Society ahont the 1st of Xovcmher. 

, Yhi le a student i1; theolop;y, ;\Ir. Parsons rncntioncd 
to Urn writer, that he Juul oftc11 drsir,•(l lo labour for 
a season in some ohscurc placc,-rnake it his suprP11w 
ohjrct to promote the conversion of simwrs, and have 
the 1mspeakahlc delight of sePing many souls hronght 
home lo (~od. The hlcssi11g so carnc:,;tly mul rt'-

1)('atcrlly sought he wn,s soon to enjoy. The history 
of this mis~ion will IJe Icarnerl from his own pen. 
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111 his journal, dated " i\'ovrmber ~. 1817," I liud 
the followiug observations :-

" That this mission may he for thr glory of God, 
and for the advanccmcut of the kingdom of Christ, 
the following regulations with respect to my con­
duct may, hy the Divine blessing, afford i'SScntial 
assistance. 

" 1. Always practice the duties which arc enjoined 
upon others. 

" 2. Devote Satnrday to a holy consecration of 
mvself to (~od in refrrPrice to the {rnrk of the Sab­
bath. 

" :1. Be solwr in conversation, humhlc in deport­
ment, and faithful lo the work of an cvamrelist. 

" 4. In rlispnlations be ca11clid and ge11tl<', )·ct prompt 
in the vindication of truth. 

" :i. Let every sermon he practical, simple, arid 
inst1·ucti't:e, clelivcrrd with r·ase and ~olemuity. 

" G. In preaching to Christians of different tlcno­
mination~, l will endearnur to excite a spirit of 
brotherly love, and of prayer for the diffusion of the 
Gospel. 

" 7. Always he particular in ascribing the success 
which may accompany my exertio11s to the intiuences 
of the Holy Spirit." 

It was important for :\Ir. Parsom, as a missionary, 
to keep an accurate journal, and to he particular, and 
sometimes minute in ncorcling facts and conversa­
tions. As his inte1·conr!-'c with persm1s in dilforent 
circumstancrs, aml of widrlv ditfrrrnt character, 
tended to incrrasc his knowlrd!!;e of human nature, 
it was desirable to retain this knowledge. This 
would he most eflcctually done by committing to 
paper, while the occurrences \\·ere rrcent, what ap­
prared most interesting. But th,, orif!:inal journal is 
too long for insertion, and in sorne instance~ too mi­
nute to 111~ generally interestin;. At the clo!w of 
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his mission, he presented to the Trustees of the So­
ciety a report, giving a general view of his laliours 
and success. From the report I seleci the following 
extract, which gives an interesting representation of 
the success with which the friends of truth struggled 
against the opposition they had to encow1ter in a 
particular quarter. 

" On \Yednesclay, February 11, I was requested 
to preach in Hardwick, hefore the Society for the re­
formation of morals. As circumstances connected 
with this association arc peculiar and interesting, it. 
may not he improper to relate them. 

" For some Years after the org-anization of the socie­
ty, the most d~termined opposition preYailecl, which 
eventually damped the zeal of its firmest supporters. 
At a mcctiug in )larch, ]8Hi, it was for sometime 
made a question, whether an immediate dissolution 
,rnuld not, under existing ditticnlties, he desirable. 
Umdlling to yield in the accomplishment of the ob­
jl'Ct for which they associated, and stimulated hy a 
spirit of beneYoleucc aud pietr, the members of the 
society resoh·cd to make their last cJforts with the 
rising: gPneration. The attempt was arduous, and 
the prospect of :,;nccess unpromising. ::\Iauy of thP. 
youth had rPcci Hd, from their infanc,·, the bitterest 
in·ejudices again,t the Holr ::cripture·s, and were be­
ginning to exhibit thP fruits of infidelit,-. 'fo coun­
lrract 'the influence of prejudice and corruption, to 
diYCrt the minds of youth from farnurite objects of 
1mr~nit, appean~d to numy like the fruitless attempt 
of tlw enthusiast. 

" Hut the friernls of piety remained firm in their 
resolution, although at times they wrre obliged" to 
hope against hope." The hPginning was small. A 
few parents assern hied with tll'. i r children the ensuing 
~abhath evening, and after rxplaining the object of 
the socirtr, an<l impressing the duties of religfon, 
ro111mr1ulctl them to the SaYiour of sinners. Their 
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praycrs were not in vain. ])nring the Sllllllll(•r, 

~ahhath i;chools wern cstahli~lwd in (:r,:enshoronglt 
aml Craflshnry, ernhraci11g· d1ildn·11 of di tie rent 1'1'·· 

ligious persuasion:-, who wpre amhitions to PX('f•l in 
thci r knowl1•dgc of the word of ( :od. The snccce<ling 
.f m1r, at a puhl ic <•xhi hit ion in ( :reeushorough, were 
pres<'nl, at an earlr hour, three lm11dre<l d1iltlrrn . 
. \fanr ehaptrrs in the Bihle, and most of thP C[lWStions 
in the rlitfrrent catccltbms, were rccite,l with a promp­
titmle anrl solcm11ity, which aslo11ishcd every ohscr­
Yer. 'l'o\\·arrls the close of the excrciS('S was wit-
11csse1l a scene which 1lrew tears from <'very cy<>. 
'l'he following cinestion, (or one si111ilar) WH$ di rPctr,l 
to a young lady, • what p:00tl excuse l11w1i yon for 
not repenting?' She wept, awl was unaltle to n•ply. 
It was put to the second and 1.o the third with the 
sanw t:'lfoct. ~oon, not the childrt:'n only, hnt the 
whole assembly "·ere weeping. :\Iany s:ti1l, • how 
dreaMnl is this place, for ( :ml is hcrt:'.' Those, who 
,Lo;,:emhlt•d, purely from rnoth·cs of rurio;-;ity, werf' 
prickctl iu thci r hearts, and cried out in the anguish 
of a \\·omulc<l spirit, • what 11111st we do to ht:' savf'cl :" 
Tlwsc imprnssions were lastin~ and salntarr. \\'ithin 
a frw \\'CPks, thirty of lhc pupils, anrl as many of 
their parents, \\·ere made lo rejoice in hope of thl' 
~Jory of (;od. Among these arc a munl,cr of lit.tie 
ehildren of tweh'c or fourt1~cn years, all(l a few young 
men, who arc now preparing for the ministry. ]11 
this revival of religion more than 011e hundred made 
a puhlic profession of their faith in J csns." 

Upon a re\'ival of religion that had recently taken 
place in 'l'roy and its adjacent towns, we have the fol­
lowing remarks :-

" Troy (formerly Missis<]_ue) contains thirty-five 
families. Previous to the revival, only one indhri­
tlnal Wit..'> known as a professor of rt:'ligion, aml only 
ont:' family in which were olfrrcd morninp; and even-
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i11g sacrific1's. From information, I haY!'. hePn led t,, 
ltelicve, that, in scarce nny plac,,, 1li1l tlw sins of~ah 
halh-hrl'aking, swearing, and inloxication, prevail lo 
a more alar111ing excess. Especially, for a few month-; 
prPYious to this, l'YHY thing scf'nwd tu he ripr11ing 
for the judgment of Hr·avcn. But he, who is rich iI1 
mrrcy, looked dmm with compassion. It is difficnlt, 
if not impossihlc, to ;weount upon natural priuciplc~; 
for the lirst serious impressions. \\' e can recur to no 
alal'lninp; provi1l,·11ccc:, 110 appeal to the passio11s, w• 
allusions Lo the wrath to cn111r. But ( :o,l, determin 
ing to hring into contempt all human glory, hath ac­
complished the work himself. Some ,rcre 1:011viet1·1\ 
in the lield, others durin~ the sil1·nce of 1111' night; 
some by hearing the name of (-!011 bla,;p)w11H'd, othrrs 
hy reflecti11g· upon 1leath, Hll(l the snbseq111·11t cn·11ts 
of the judgme11t day. At my lirst meeting, I per­
ceived an unusual attention. Every car was 01w11(•1l 
tu receive iusl.ruction, and rna11y expresser! hy thdr 
com1tcnancc and ad ions the l,:('c11 di:;tn•ss of a w01m1l­
ed conscience. The <·nsning· werk, co11vir.tions ancl 
conversions 1n1re mulliplied. At some of the religi­
ous conferl'11ccs, mon· than twenty rcqne:sted the 
prayers of their Christian fri('wls. 

" On '1'hur:;dar the :'ith of Fcliruarr, assiste1l thl' 
Hev. l\lr. Lclawl of J)erhv, in or~auisinl!: a drnffh, 
consi~ting· of twelve 111cml;ers, all (~f wh01;1 µ;ave cvi­
tlcnce of renewing; grace. At the close of the exer.­
tiscs, lhc sacrament of the Lord's Suppc1· was admi­
nistered for tlw Jirst time i11 Troy. The season will 
ever lw remembered with pPculiar gratitude. The­
Holy Ghost rested upon us. 1' ot an i11divid11al of 
the vlli>t multitwlc was i11attentive, or 11naticcted. 
Jlany who assembled from motives of curiosity, were 
pricked in th,·ir heart:-. They rctunu•tl not to ritli­
nt!c, hut to u·ecp in s1·crC'l. The Lonl .J rsns was made 
known in the hrrakiug of hrcad. Uiristians were 
;_!.la1l when they ~aw the Lord. ~inners looked npori 
hill! whom tlwy had crucified. and mournrrl. 

K 
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" After this circum,-;tancC's occurred ,;·hid1 checke<l 
the prog-ress of lhe ,rnrk; and while Christians were 
contending about the mode of introduction into the 
church, a number drew hack, it is to he feared, to 
perdition-an event \\'hich cam10t be too deeply re­
gretted, nor Loo deeply engraved upon the memory 
of those from whom shall he required the blood of 
souls. For some Wl'cks lhe operations of the Spirit 
were snspendrtl; ancl when the rage of contention 
subsided, and the children of God repaired again to 
the throne of grace, the heavens gathered blackness, 
portending a plcutiful ~howcr. The Lord came dow11 
in his glory. In vain was the virulence of the mo­
ralist, or the ~ncers of the infidel. Nothing was able 
to oppose, with success, the influences of the Spirit. 
X o hl'art was too hard to he melted, no will too stub­
born to IJe howcd, no sinner too abandoned to be re­
claimctl. 'l'hc Sabbath-breaker, the swearer, the 
1lrunkanl, wrre humbled at the footstool of merer. 
They \\·erP, monmucnts of grace. They were brands 
plucked out of the fire. Every house, for a rlistancc 
of more than twenty miles, was open for instruction. 
The church was soon rnlargcd to forty-live members, 
and many more "·ere the evident suhjccls of grace. 
The neie:hhouring towns were blessed with the same 
out-pou1:ings of the Holy nhost Considerahle atl­
r1itions have si11cc hcen made to the church, ancl ma11v 
are now inquirin~. ' what shall we do to bP saved?' 
The 1manimit•; ,rhich exists both in the church and 
society is rn1c~mmon and auspicious. The Lord is 
doing a grrnt work in that place, and to him be all 
the glory. There have h<>cn a few instances ofhopc­
ful conyersions in Pollen and Sutton, in the province 
of Canada. There is :-till the greatest anxiety to 
hear the gospel, anrl the fairest prospects of uscful­
nrss prcS('ntetl to the missionary. 

" At one time, I recollect, I called npon an ag·cd 
woman of ninety-six yrars, "·ho is just sinki11g into 
the gran. ~ht' took me by the ha11<l, and raising· her 
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<!yes lo heaven, exclaimed, with almost i.:elestial rap­
tures, ' 1 thank the Fathrr, the ~on, and the Holv 
(;host, for sPnding his ~crvant to us this day. }! ay 
the Lord bless vou, nw dPar friend.' And then, for 
a moment, she sat in sf lcnce, onrcome with joy and 
grnt itnde. I sp.,nt some time in conversation, and 
rr-cciw1l much instruction from this eminent servant 
of the Lord, whose eyes were tixerl upon the visions 
of God, and whom 1 shall not probably see again till 
the morn of the resurrection." 

Tim following reflection,; appear in }Ir. Parsons' 
journal, dated l\lay 29, 1818 :-

" Through the multiplicity of my duties as a mis­
sionary, I have thus long, with sorrow I mention it, 
passed in silence the dealings of (;od with me. The 
deare~t displays of Dh-inc glory in the connrsio11 of 
sinners will not promote personal pietr, without the 
ardent struggles of secret <lrvotion. To maintain a 
reg11lar and endearing- walk with (;od, to rise above 
the frowns and flatteries of the ,•;orld, to discharge 
a,('.eeptahly the responsible duties of an ambassador of 
Christ, even- faculty of the soul mnst he consecrated 
to tlw work of the 1:ord, and every moment convey to 
heavf'n the fcrnnt sig·hs of a mind endued with the 
unction of the Holy One. 

" \Vere I to describe the character of a true mis­
sionary, he should be one whose eyes were closed up­
on the world, and fixed steadily upon the visions of 

' God. ln his closet he shonld every day \\Tf'St.le in 
prayer, till his face shone with the glorr of heann. 
He should pour forth the sighs of a broken heart, and 
wait at the footstool of mercy till the Saviour appear­
•'d in his heautr and glor:,·. ln convcrsaiionhc shoul<l 
he serious, unaflrctrd, anrl imtrnctive, accommodat­
ing- himself to the most illiterate child, and yet en­
riching- the higher circles with thf' ardour of his dr-­
Yoiion,-. I-I<' should he morlcst arnl pliaLlr-. but in-
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Jl1.•xihlc in the support of lhn truth as it i:- in ./e:,us. 
Passing hy tlw 1111csse11lial poiuts of ditforcm;e cxist­
iug amoug real Christia11s, his atlc11tion shonltl In~ 
lixe1l upon the salnttion of si1111ers, and the universal 
1liliitsio11 of ligl1t and k11owlrdgc. 111 the 1lcsk, his 
fcP!i11gs should vihrnte to cvPry sentiment proclaim­
ed, arnl the ardour of piety should hr ditfoscd through 
<·verv s1·ntl'11cc. He should know how to fix cycry 
eyt·, • arnl 1•11gagc the atfoctions of cnry heart. l-fe 
shoul1l he ahle to discrm the ferli11gs of piety, though 
<.:oncmLlt.•d i11 the ruhhish of crlucatio11 1 1n·cj11clicP, or 
sloth. Hr should drin the l1ypocrite from the strong 
l1oltls of 1lclusio11, and ope11 to tlie stupi1l sinner tlw 
tor111c11ts of the clauuwd. He should consitlcr himself 
a messenger from lfravcn, a guide to souls, an ex­
ample to all who hclien. He should he always ready 
to he summoned to his .1 wlgc, with the animating as­
surm1ce of receiving the reward of a faithful and tle­
voterl servaut of Jesus. 

" But with mourning I retrace the steps of my 
past 1mfaithful mid almost tmprofitahle life. Yet 
with humhlc gratitude, and with unc<•asing praise. 
wo11!1l l recount the many instances of conviction and 
conversion, wl1ich I haYd been permitted to wit11ess. 
To ( :ot1, and to God alone, he all the glory." 

.Journal-" The p111de11tial committee of the Board 
for For~·gn Jlissions, at a meeting held at Andover, 
~cptzmher 2-l, l8l8, requested l\lr. Pliny Fisk and 
,uysell to prepare as soon as possible for a mission to 
\, cstcrn Asia. The object is, 

" l. To acqni re particnlar information respecting 
the state of rcligio11, hy correspondence or olhenvise, 
iu Asiatic Turkey. 

" ll. To ascertain the most promisi11g plac.;e for the 
t'~f al,lishment of Christi au 111issio11s, aml the best means 
pf couducti11g them. 

" lll. 'J'o inquire hy what means the Scriptures 



111ul religious tract:; may be mo~t advantageously eird 
t:ulaled." 

" September '24•, 1818.-lleccived this morning- the 
request of the pmdential committee that immediate 
preparation be made for a mission to the Ilo(IJ Land. 
\Vith mingled emotions of joy and sorrow I received 
this interesting· information. The idea of a pcnna-
11e11t station in the vinevard of Clii·ist, after many 
yeais ofdceiJso!icitudc aiid increasing anxiety;. th·c 
pe·culia:1:--interposition of Divine Providence with rc­
ganl to this appointment, and the prospect of labour­
ing in a land, with which is associated every thing 
Pndearing to a Christian believer, occasioned a most 
,irdent expression of gratitude and thanksgiving. But 
my n~~l)~~~-~v_Hh trembling. The expectatioii 
of a station so conspicuous to the known world, the 
amazing responsibility which must of necessity rest 
upon us, the temptations and clangers connected with 
t.he tmdertaking, seemed sufficient to require mourn­
ing instead of joy, and despail- instead of hope. In 
dew of my entire inability for a work so importantf 
l could often plead, • Lord, send by whom thou wilt ; 
let me be excused;' and the reply was ofte11 returned, 
' who hath made man's mouth, or who maketh the 
dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the bli1ul CJ Have not 
I the Lord? Now, therefore, go, and I will be with 
thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.' Herc 
my doubts were removed. Lord, with thy presence 
I will go, with thy armour and shield I will fight 
the battles of the i\Iost High ; with thy Spirit I ,vill 
leave all I hold dear below, rejoicing that I am count­
ed worthy to hear to the land of darkness and woe the 
light of salvation, the glacl tidings of peacf'. 

" Come now the hctppy day, which shall bear me 
to the heathen world. In the arms of Jesus I am 
safe; with the prarers of ten thousand Christians I 
need not fear. With the Holy Spirit I may yet 
hrin/?," many sons and daught<'rs to !,?;lory, and die ,\·ith 
joyfn\ expectations of a helter ,rorld. 

l . •) 
' -



ll-1- l\lEi\IOIR OF 

" Ocl. l, 1818.-With hrother Fisk this tlay has 
lwcn s.'t apart for fasti11g aud prayer, in r<if~rencc 
to our co11ti:111plafo1L mission. A numhcr of quest ions 
were pn'pare<l for a guide to our iw1uirics. l. lu 
what partirnliLrs l1cwc "·e neglected our duty? By 
permitting· worl<lly business to occupy those hours 
which should have heen tlevotcd to sacred duties; hy 
too oftt,n neglecting the Scriptures; by misimprovi11g 
many opporlunitics for exhortation and instruction; 
hy permitting the duties of the week to occupy the 
hours of the :::iahhath ; aud hy irnlulging in improper 
couvcrsation.-.Aftcr singing the :ilst Psalm, we 
made our confessions to God. 

" '2. \Vhat sins most easily hcsct us? 
" Vanity in regard to special attainments or to 

pmticular favours. Unholy alfoctions; despondency 
iu view of trials. To overcome them, keep in view 
the perfection which GO(l rCf1uires; fly from tempta­
tion; enlti vate the haLit of incessant prayer in every 
sitnation. 

" (~uestion 3.-How shall we promote personal ho­
li1wss, and hest subserve the interests of the Hcdcem­
rr's kingdom ? 

" By keeping a journal; observing days of fasting 
and prayer; hy Christian correspondence; by fre­
quent conversation with those with whom we may 
associate upon practical piety ; hy disseminating re­
cent information upon the snhject of missions; hy en­
I istinp; the prayers of Chrbtians. 

" l\lo;;t of this !lay has been devoted to prayer. If. 
ha;; not hecn unprolitahle. The Lord accept our 
feehle attempt to obtain his blessing, and grant that 
liis pn'scnce may g;o with us, when we leave all for 
ltis ldng1lm11 ; and may our way he prospered, and 
uu r mission cont inned for a long time yet to come. 

" Oct. 8.-Pursniug om· im1uirics, we this day cn­
<leaYonrrrl to set mff faces toward the holy temple, 
and hy fastiug- aud prayer lo lnuuhif' ourselves before 
':/)(1 
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·' C/.m·stion ,},.-<-iualitications? 
•· Love for the work; perseverance i11 duty, forli-

111!ln in <lanp;er, and zeal for the salvation of the hca­
llw11. A disposition mild and forbearing; a miml 
dwerfnl, generons, aml devotio11al. A hope in Christ, 
strong aml increasing, au cnti re resignation to the 
wi 11 of (;od, aml au unshaken confidence in the com­
plete fullihnc11t of every Divine promise. \V c need 
h11111ili(1J. This cxccllcut. trait of character should 
appear in our conversation, deportment, and public 
tlnLics. 

" <Lucstion ::,.-\\'hat arc our peculiar duties to each 
other? 

" Our hcarls should be knit together as the heart 
of one mm1. Our employments, our duties, our plans 
mnst aim inccssant{I) at the same object. \ V c must 
posst•ss the most implicit crmjidmcc in each other's 
pursuits, and seize every opporttmity to impart mu­
tual consolation, and to inspire a holy resolution in 
the work of the Lord. \V c must ever rememher, 
ihat where the spirit of the Lord is, there is peace, a 
sweet m1animily of feeling-, and sacred devoled.iwss 
to the intcn'sts of the church. \Yoe he to us, if we 
continue 110L in tho spirit of the nospel of peace. 
\Voe he to us, if we he not crucified to the world, if 
we conlinuc 11ot to p;row in grace, if we follow not 
our Divine !\laster, who went ahout doiug good. 

" This suhject wa~ deferred till lhc ordination at 
Salem." 

The onliuation here alluded to was that of his 
companion in labour, and of two other foreign mis­
:-ionarics. 

" Salem, Xov. G, isrn.-Sct apart this day, agrcc­
,tlily to appointment, for the purpose of a more par-
1 kular cxrnni11alio11 of our <h1ty. After prayer anti 
mnfc~:,ion of our si11s, thP suhjcct of a tmltual aml 
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pl'ivatc dedication of our:;dves 1.u I.lie work a:;,,-igrn'tT 
ns was introduced and corn,iclered. i\Ia11y atkant,tge,:. 
it was suppos;d, might he derived from a formal 
consecration to this mission. lt mav remind us more 
frequently that the vows of the L01:d are upon us; it 
may he of use in some seasons of trial, in some unex­
pectPrl allliction to which this work must expose us. 
After mature reflection, and (we would hope) after 
imploring the direction of the Holy Spirit, we cheer­
fully agreed to snbscribe our names to the follo\\"ing: 
,·ovenant. 

•· As Christians, as ministers, and a" missionari«>~. 
we have ht>eu separately consrcrated to (~od; we ,lo 
110w, in a united private capacity, not as an unr11ea11-
ing ceremonr, hut with sincerit:i,- of heart, aml with 
earnest prayer for Divine assistance, give oursrln"'­
to ,•ach other. \Ve rnter into a holv covenant, hv 
,Yhich \\·e engage, with Divine assistance, to keei• 
ourselves from every employment which ma~- in1pede 
our progress in the work to which we arc sacrc,lly 
devoted, \Ye are to live in lO\·e; to maintain tlw 
most perfect harmony in feeling·, of d<·sig·n, and of 
operation; to w1ite our strength, our talP11ts. and 01u­

intluence, for the conYersion of the heathen. '.\'c 
give oursclyes to ca.ch other in all our private dutie:-, 
Pngag-ing to make each other's interest our 0\\'11 at 
the throne of grace, and to strive together for high 
attainments in pietr, for entire devotedness to th,, 
cuuse of Christ, for pure aflections, for a humble 
\\·alk with God. For this purpose we will emlea­
vour to subdue every unhallowed, every ambitions 
desire, remembering that he who would be the great-
11st, must he the least of all. In all thing~ wc arc h• 
he equal. 

" \Ye give ourselves to Pach other in the public 
tluties of our office, uniting our exertions and otll' 

counsels for the extension of the Gospel of pPacP. 
n1<leavouring to lw a11 example to the heathrn ip: 
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,:very good work; and hy a holy, lnuul,l,·, aml amia­
lJle deportment, to wi11 them to the truth as it is in 
Jesus. 

" \Ye will never separate w1lcss cluty \'Cry e,·i­
dently require it; aucl then it must he hy mutual 
counsel, awl with Christian attachment. 

" \Y c gi\'C ourselves to each other in all our '!f· 
/lictions, temptations, and pasccutions, haviug our 
hearts knit togrther as the heart of one mau, aml 
perfonning· all the duties of Christians and friemls. 

" And while we take this covenant upon ourselves, 
it is with earnest prayer that in life we may long 
he tmited, and in death not far divided. 

'' Puxy FrsK. 
,. LEYI l'ArtSO!\S. 

Salem, Xov. 6, 1818." 

Althoug·h :Messrs. Parsons and Fisk had been di­
redetl to make speedy preparation for a mission to 
\\r estern Asia.; yet the prudential committee judged 
it expedient to retain them for a season in this cow1-
try to labour as agents for the Board. Accordingly, 
l\lr. Fisk went to the south, a11d spent some time in 
Charleston, S. C. where provision was wade for his 
1wrmanc11t support. Mr. Parsons wa'i directed to 
labour in Vermont and New York. The following; 
remarks respecting the duty and cncouragemcut ~i• 
an agent, the history of his agency, and dcvotioual 
reflections, arc contained in his private journal. 

" As an encouragement the agent must keep con­
tinually in view the good which may result from his 
efforts. He must not let his mind be atfectetl hy the 
low standard of others. 

" The following course is suggested:-
" 1. He will call upon the minister and upon other 

pcr,;ons of influence in religions charity. Do this 
before the subject is presented in puhlic; and in 
many cases spend m1 evening in company with ten 
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or twrnly, who will he dispo!>rtl to favour t!H· ohjf'f:I. 
'!'his must be done ,vith caution lPst the oLjed Le 
tl<>feated. 

" I I. Preach on the snLjcct of missio11s U1rc1• or 
four timrs to the same peor~Ie, as may be considered 
best. ::::1wml t.\\·o or three weeks in an important 
tO\rn ,md its virinitL 

" In the coarse oi· the snmons speak of the misera­
ublc condith,n of the heathen world ; of tlw duty of 
st·ndiug the gospel to all nations, proved by Scripti.ire, 
and 011 the pri11ciplc of p;c11ernl benevolence; of the 
g-os1wl as designed to renew the world, and of the snc­
cess ,rhich has attended missions as an evidence that 
they are the cause of God. l\o nation was ever vet 
con~·ertcd to Christianitr except hy missionaries. 
The Christian world are able to send the Gospel to all 
nations. The expense of war would support ten 
thousand missionaries from the United States. The 
expense of litigation in Y cnnont would raise annu­
ally four hundred thousand; and in Boston, one hun­
dred thousand. In order to this (the evangelizing of 
the world) Christians must cuter upon the work with 
zeal and perseverancc.-The peculiar duties of the 
American churches arise from an ahw1dance of tem­
poral and spiritual blessings. 

" Ill. Objections arc to he treated rather ns in­
quiries than as formal objections. 

" LV. The agent will l.:eep in view two thin!!'s: 
the uecessi~lJ of raising- the standard of piety; and the 
t!esirablencss of uniting the whole community in a 
permanent plan of usefulness." 

On the next clav he went to HanoYer, N. H. 
Journal. " Saturdc{IJ Xov. 11.-HaYe had occasion 

to remember the instrnction of St. Paul to Tirnotln· ; 
' in meekness instructing those that oppose themselv;i:;, 
if Gml prrndventure will .g-h·e thrm rep,·ntance 111 
the admo,,·ll'rlp;111~11t of tlw trnth.' To possrf's !'-P­

renity of mind, "·hill' 1•Hcn1t111erillp; \1·i1lt tl1P ,,·ritl~ ,Ulll 
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insult,; of nppoc:t'r.-. is 011c of the most important, 011.­

of the m0st di Iii cult attainnH'nts in the Christia11 cha­
racter. Perhaps no qualification for a missionary L-; 
more amiable and useful. In future may thi;; hea­
venly grace appear conspicuous in my conversation 
mid deportment. 

" Jlonda_y E-i•ening Nov. 16.-A 1·emark made this 
1laY in conversation with a brother in the ministrv, 
• that a minister's usefulness depends upon his p1:i­
,·ate walk with God,' cannot he too often repeated. 
The Lord will honour those who honour him. He will 
make them his peculiar people, and grant them 
peculiar blessings. I will take up a lamentation, f 
will wcPp in secret, that my conversation is not in 
hcaYen ; that there arc so selrlom swePt meltings of 
soul after nod. 

" This evening, I would remember that every visit 
should lean an impression of the presence of the Sa­
viour. Truth is to be spoken in small things in w1e­
quivocal terms." 

" In view of recent afflictions and of the peculiar nc­
crssity of special grace, I would this day, by fasting 
and prayer, seek the assistance and blessing of our 
h"avenl y Father. 

" ;.Jyjirst request to [-iod is, that I may know more 
nf his character, and hear more and more of his image. 
,\ly soul panteth after Goel. ,Yhen shall I me him; 
and what is more, when shall I he like him? \\' ere 
my eyes enlightened hy the Holy Spirit, I shnuld sec 
him in his \\'orks, in storms, rain, sno\\', heat and cold. 
I should sec him in his n·onl unfolding the perfrc-
1.ions nf his character ; [ shouhl see him in the coun­
tenanc~s of hi~ children, and in thP disposal of sin­
ners. 

" if I were like Cod. I should be sensible of sweet 
mcltings of soul while in his presence ; and of art.lent 
<1"sires to consccra.tP eYerv moment to his serYice. I 
:-honlrl know my duty, and discharge it; afliictiotl:i 
would be blessings; earth wonh.l be heaven. 
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" .l~IJ St'eoml 1w111est is, that Urn dear lambs in tlw 
llock of Christ in Troy, Vt. may he ulldcr thl' spt'­
cial protcctio11 uf the H rad of the Church. I am t.11 

~cc them 110 more at prpsent; hut the hh'ssc>d J csns is 
with them always, to counsel, direct, comfort, and sav,· 
them. 0 nmy • that church /it'e before thee. Lc>t it. 
he purified, ('))]arged arnl heautificd, and may • her walls 
l,e sah·atio11, iUld her µ;ales praise.' After crossing­
this hoislerous sc·a, may we he united i11 bonds of 
swePtcst harmony, and with tmited voice cry, ' wor­
t hr is the Lamh.' 

" Another request is, that my father's family ma) 
t>njor the pn'sence of the Saviour. l leave them with 
onr hlrsscd Hrckcmcr. c:rcat has Ileen the m1xiety 
of my parents for mr, m-xl as great, if possible, shall 
he my solicitude for them. i\lorning and evening­
shall my prayers ascl'lld to God for my parents, that. 
their usefolness may continur, tlwir consolations in­
crease, their s1m St't sen•rn•ly, and the opening lwa­
vt>ns shed upon them the light of eternal 1lay. For 
my dear hrothcrs, I will implore pardoning merc_r. 
\Ve part to meet not ag·ai11 in tinw. Shall we mcc•l 
at thy rig·ht hand, 0 my Saviour? Be thou their 
friend; sprinkle them with thy hlood, and raise them 
to glory." 

On his way to the state of N cw York, the princi­
pa] field of his labours aud success, we had the happi­
ness of receiving a visit from lVlr. Parsons. 'l'hc in­
terview was precious, and our w1ited prayer was, 
that Jehovah would s<'ncl salvation to the land once 
wet with the Saviour's blood. On partiu!-(, refrrring 
to his agency, I remarked, perhaps injudiciously, that 
I should feel some reluctance to cngagin~ in such an 
enterprise at such an inclement seaso11. He plrasant­
ly replied, " You have your sources of comfort, l 
ha,·c mine." 

Journal-" Jm;um:1J 23, 1810.-Have not. hcc11 ~o 



ltl 

strict in self-examination, oeo punctual in secret duty, 
as my happiness all{l the cause of Christ re,p1ire. Tim 
pressnrc of business, arnJ. the debility occaoeionnd hy 
1.;onlimted exertions have pleadctl an excuse from corn-
1111111im1 with my Lord and l\lastcr. If l am any thing 
hut sin, if I ha,·c any exercises which arc not cnti re­
ly polluted, grace, sovereign grace, must have the 
praise. To redeem a sinner so vile, to change aml 
pnrify a nature so corrupt, must require the exer­
tions of au i,!finilt: Saviour, the compassion of a (~orl. 
And mnsi 1 still wander in darkness, grovel in the 
dust, forget my own mercies, and abuse my prh·i­
legcs? Were I like that beloved missionary, frai11-

ad, how should I fly away from things so vile, en­
gage in the more important, more exalted duties of 
this holy profession 

" ,ven' I what l should he, with what devotion 
shonld I lca(l the people of God to the throne of 
grace! ,nth ,Yhat clearness and power should 1 011 
tl,c morrow plead the cause of souls; with what pw1-
gent conviction of truth I might call into action the 
slumbering energies of the church! l\ly strf>ngth is in 
.T esus. But my repeated forgetfulness of his mercy 
prevents near approaches to the mercy-scat, inter­
c~pts the glory of his cow1tenance, and turns my joy 
iuto sorrow.-! \\'ill kneel heforc my i\Iaker, I will 
remember his covenant, I will wait at his footstool. 
Perhaps I may have one pledge of pardon, one tokeu 
of his protection. Perhaps 1 may meet him in his 
temple. 

" lfe1·kimer, January 30.-Hetiretl this evening to 
prepare for the holy Sabbath. How precious are 
those mornc11ts in which there is commw1ion with the 
Saviour, weepi11g for sin, and peace in believing: 
,Yith this joy the strange:- intermerltllrth not. lt is 
resrrvcd for those who love our Lortl .Jesus Christ. 
'l'u-morrow the cause of mbsions rnust he vindicatetl, 
uhjectiom answered, and lhe miseries of millions of 

L 
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hcath()n proclaimrd. To discharge such duties, it i::: 
necessary to rrmemhrr that it is of the Lord lo give> 
success; that the influence may be felt for ages tu 
1:ome; that multitudes may he redeemed from de­
struct.iun hy the effoct of one sermon. My work here 
will lie short. Lord suppmt my sinkin~ soul, increase 
my laHg-uishing- faith, sanctify my unholy aflcctions, 
ancl may 1 <'ntcr the' hol_.,- of holies' with acceptable 
incense. 

" Ftica, F,Lnw1;1J G, 18111.-In view of the work 
now hcforc me in this vicinity, it is suitahln that I 
shoultl acknov;ledge 1Hy dcpcndcllC<', and seek assist­
ance fr01n him who on!~- can open the hearts of men. 
I would come hrfore this people as a servant of hn­
manue l, pleading- his r:ausr, and relying upon his 
Spirit for succPss. Dismi~s then eyer~- fear, prepare 
thys<'lf for the lidd, st,wd up "·ith boldness to the 
work; dreatl not the frown of the "·orld; thy God is 
with ther, his ang-el will g-o before thee, to keep thee 
from the snares of th<' adwrsar_.,-. l\lay this day he 
h11ly; the Lord reclaim 111:, wandering aticctions, sanc­
tify me for his worship, and accept my feehl1: 
attempts to glorify his narnc. 

" 8a11gojicld, Id.Jruwy 13, 181!}.-'fhc Lord was 
with me hy his Spirit last ~a.bhath. In the morning 
( was scusihle of more spiritual cnjoymmit than at 
a11y time since iiw commc11ccment of this mission. 
• 'i'hose that honour me, l will honour,' is the tul·· 
ehm1geahle coun~el of Heaven. Be it rememberrd, 
1,c it written upo11 the tahlct of my heart, that suc­
cess and enjo~·rneut in ministerial duty depend upon 
a spirit of prayer. A minister of the gospel should 
lie very constant awl very frequent in secret eommu­
uion with his Hedeemer. The love of Christ should 
mustrai11 him to lw huml,lc, holy, and persevering. 
'\I~- lwaJth is very fl'ehk ; hut let me not repine, this 
':,nrld is a vale off Par,-;. To-11101To"·, important awl 
;111,•rl'~lim~· ,i.niics ,rill t!cvnln· 11pn11 llW. 'Jhrough 



Christ who strengthens nw T can (lo all thim::s. 
Throug·h his grac/ the hearts of many will 111• npl:n­
cd lo aid the cause of missions." 

Extract from a letter to myself. 

" Sa11gc1jidd, Fcbruar.lJ 1:'i, HllD. 
" DEAR BROTHEit,-At times my enjoym<'nl i11 

Divine things has heen unusual. Tlw hlessed ~avi­
our has not been far from me. l\lany prayers are 
olforcd for the success of our proposed mission. 0 
that I had the spirit of an apostle. Will it not he till' 
great desire of your heart that I may he exceedingly 
humhle, and yet exceedingly coura~eom in the ser­
vice of our Lord? lt is an honour of which I am 
truly unworthy to assist in carrying back to .Jerusa­
lem the proclamation of pardon through a Hedeemer's 
hlood. 

" I must close. Be very faithful ; mtfer with 
Christ, and then we may '·sit togelher in heavenly 
places.'" 

Journal-" Fcbrzw1:i; 26.-Visited a few families 
in Madison, and found l,'hristians disposed to promote 
the good work; but two infirlels had the hardihood to 
assert, that ' this noise aLout religion is all folly; 
the heathen are on their way to glory as well as 
Christians.' Poor deluded mortals'. Then our Sa­
viour was an impostor; for he affirmed, ' he that be­
lievcth not shall he damned.' rrhen Paul was an en­
thusiast, for he sutforetl the loss of all things; for 
what? for the salvation of those who would certainly 
he saved, without the exertions of any one. The 
Lord suhdue these hold enemies of the cross of 
lhrist. 

" Jfarcli lG.-Have not experienced a more severe 
;-iftticlion than the one this <lay presented. Every at-
1 c•mpt to plead for the heathen is fruitless. Even 
Christians have not a free-will oflcriug for the Lord. 
'J'herc is no eye to pity, 110 heart to feel. Surely the 
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haud of C:1d is in this Pvrnt. Some pnrposr, ofmcrcy­
is to lie disdosctl, t-ome Christian vi rtne to he nour­
ished. Pt•rhaps it is to hmuhle lhe pride of my lwart; 
1 o tcaeh mr patirnee in adn•rsity, arnl pcrscveranc·e 
in lh<' <'1tltsc of souls. In this world, faith is lhe lifr 
of cxntim1; it is that vital principle which supports 
.iml adorn~ the hrliever on his passag-e to glory; 
which 1·11ahlcs him in c:u:h-ersity, and eYen in the lire 
of J)('rsrculion, to lift up his eye to heaven, exclaim­
ing·, ' )Ir Hedeemer lives, and I shall sec him for 
m~·self.' Perhaps a wa~- may yet open for useful­
ness, or wlmt is pn·fcrahlc, perhaps the Saviour will 
rrach forth his l11u1d, saying, 'It is I, be not afraid.'" 

1 n the following- extract, elated Verona, i\Iarch ] 8, 
we have a dcscri pt ion of the wickedness of tJ1e humm1 
heart, which forcihly rcmincls us of some of the re-­
presentations of Edwards and l3rainerd on lhe same 
subject:-

,; Verona, llfai-ch 18.-In what language can I ck­
scrilw the abominations of the heart; it is a cell full 
of vcnomons serpents; a sepulchre garnishecl, lint 
foll of dead men's hones ; a fountain from which 
tlows the poison of death; a pit without a hottorn, 
containing deg-recs of corruption, infinite upon infi­
Hite": It I find a goml desire within me, it is a stranga, 
a.foreigner sent from the worlcl of light and purity. 
If I speak a holy word, or perform a holy action, the 
occasion of it must be an unnatural principle within. 
How can one dream of heaven, while unrenewerl? 
How can the sinner sar, I am innocent? It is like a 
prisoner clanking his chains, and saying, ' I am free ;' 
Ii kc a hlincl man boasting of the strength of his sight. 
The sinner is dead, yet he knows it not. 

" This day procured rules of prndence, antl will 
<'lHlravonr to profit hy tlwi r instruction. 

' 1. 011c must rnit ~1wwl all that hr hath ; tin all Ito 
ean; tell all he kml\rs; hdi<·YP all hr lwar~. 
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• I[. Think he fore whom you spca!, ; wit!} and what 
you !>peak; obscrm, awli. co·Jic,fitcL 

' 1l I. Know how to he good-natured to all men. 
• l V. Hear the adYicc of the town-clerk of Ephe­

~,us ; 1lo nothing rash(IJ. 
' V. \Yhcn your spirit is heated is the time forthc 

1.iritll<'. 
' \' I. In a violent impulse, be jealous, he afraid, 

lr•st you foll into temptation. 
' \'JI. Never sacrilice hours in cantention. 
' \'l[J. Take no notice of the calumniator. 
' IX. Keep company with your superiors. 
' X. De furnished with a stock of useful ques­

tions. 
' XL \Yhen you tell secrets, mirnl your stops, even 

with best friends. 
' XIL lf solicited to engage in civil conccrm, re­

ply, ' I am doing a great work: I cannot come.' 
• Xlll. Gain by every thing, even hy reproachrs. 
' Xl V. Tell a story with unstnmhled brevity. Let 

not pleasantry hecomc levity. 
' XV. Have two h,,aps, one unintclligiblcs, the 

other incurables. \\'hen you timl a suhjt:ct incompre­
hcnsihle, throw it into the tirst; when 1·ou find a man 
nupersuadahle, throw him into the oth~r.'" 

These rules rcmi111i me of Cecil and Mason, hut 
not havinp; either of th:• authors at haud, I know 11ot 
lo which to ascribe them; nor am I Ycry confident 
that they arc the prounclion of either. 

\\ncu at Ca~cnovia, i.\'Ir. Parsons hau some strong 
aurl distressing conflicts of mind, as will he scl'n hy 
the remarks in his joumal. " The hohlness and for­
titude of the men of this world are sufficient to put to 
shame the disciples of J csus. 'fhey jcopanl their 
ii ,-cs in the field, forsake parents, wives, nml famili,·s 
for the acr1uisitio11 uf ,n·ailit ; toil, sutler, arnl rlic in 
rlc·fc•ni;c of tlw cause of si11. The simwr, ht his op­
po~ilinn to thP ~ospd, laugh" at ,liflirnlti .. s, awl move•:, 
ti.invanl with u11yieldi11~· rcaolution. Nol ~o with 

L ;_: 
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Christians. Slothful, cowlous, and timorou:.., thcv 
forget their high stan<li11g in the armies of lsraci. 
Unmirnlfnl of the Captain of their salvation, thPy 
lllake lmt feeble clliirb agai11st the enemies of truth, 
arnl too often retire with shame arn.l disgrace. Too 
many iudulgc iu wantonness and sloth, reYolviug· 
around in a lJealen path of fonnal duties till the close 
of their mortal exbtcncc. They manifest not the 
sclf-,lenying spirit of apostles and martyrs. In these 
drnrges few professors arc more concerned than rny­
~elf. :\Iy n11faithfulncss in duty, my ardent attach-
111c11t to this world, occasion perpetual shame aml 
alarm. In thi~ conditio11, J must not, 1 cannot live.­
Unless successful etforts be made against the corrupt 
atledions of my heart, weeping and destrnctio11 will 
come upon me like a \Yhirl\l'iwl. ~omcthing mnst 
be done,-immediately done. AlrPady l sec the rne-
111y approaching; I feel the misgivings of guilt, the 
remorse occasioned Ly unfaithfulness aud desertion. 
There must he a change, an entire change, or 1he 
Christian wurltl will lie veiled in weeping, nml the 
anger of the Almighty hum a!!aiust rne. Too long 
have I lingered on the plains of Sodom, too long pur­
sued the honours ancl pleasures of the world, too long 
listened to the suggestions of tl1c father of lies. 

" Jesus alone is rny refuge. His arms are extend­
ed to receive those that escape to him. To him l 
would return weeping ancl penitent. He has grace, 
fortitude, and perseverance, to impart to the monrn­
iug IJeliever. This clay, in the strength of an Al­
mighty Hedeemcr, I desire to Lake the vows of God 
npo11 me; solemnly engaging to renounce the world, 
to !lisregard its insinuations, flatteries, and frowns ; 
to keep my attention fixed exclusively on the mission 
to .Judea; to employ cYcry moment, to rngage every 
fccli11g for a spiritual crnsa<lc to the Holy Land. l 
eugage to live nearer to the throue of g:race than he­
fon·, watch more closely the workings of sin withi11 
me, aml press forward to eminent u:;;efulncss in the 
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dmrch, l will strive to lie a holy mm1, a humhk 
tlisciplc of the Saviour, till called to' the rest which 
remaineth for the children of (;ml.''' 

Jlr. Parsons had for years desired an opportunity 
of preaching to the Americ,m natives. 'l'his desi rn 
was g-ranted. On the 7th of April, agreeably to a 
request and appointment previously made, lie visited. 
the ~tockbrhlge Indians, 1rnder the care of the Hev. 
John ::::crgeant. Great preparations were made to 
receive him. It was at a late hour when he arriYCtl, 
and thoug]1 worn down with excessive fatigue, tlw 
sight of Indian blankets excited unusual animation. 
Sen1r, prolmhly, did he preach with more fervour; 
and the thought that his audience might be the de­
scernlants of Abraham inspired an ardour entirely 
unexpected. After sermon, the Judi.an chief, a large 
man of princely appearance, delivered an atldress to 
l\lr. Parsons in the tmc ~tyle of Indian oratory. He 
!hanked God that he had sent his servant among 
them, and that they had been permitted to hear " a 
great all(l important talk." He expressed his grat i­
twle awl that of his people for the good coumel of 
the mis~ionary, and ho1wd that they should long liear 
in remembrance his faithful admonitions. Having 
delh·ercd his speech, (which hy gentlemen prcsr-111. 
was considered excellent,) he then read a" talk" in 
Indian and in English, which he desired Mr. Parsons 
to dcfr.;cr to "the Jews, their forefathers, in .Jem­
salem." Then the Indians contributed in moucy 
587 cents, and two g;old ornaments. Next he ,\·as in­
vitetl to the mission house, and presented with seve­
ral small baskets curiously wrought and ornamented, 
arnl with an ele~ant pocket lantern, as a present to 
himself, contai11i11g on the bottom of it the following 
inscription: 

'' This to illumine the streets of Jerusalem . 
. Jerusalem is my chief joy." 

At ihe cl~e of this interview the Indians flocl..:ed 
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around Jlr. Parsnus, nnrl cm1g-ht him 1,_,.- th!' hand, 
sayi11g, " \Ve Ullllcrsand yon." l{rfcrriui.;- to )his 
;,eason, :\Ir. Parsous says, in a letter to his fat.lwr, 
" Never did 1 rise so high ahovn my onlinary course 
as when preac.:hiug Jesus to these once miserable pa­
gans. The chief said, ' l thank Gou that he has put 
it into your heart to visit .J C'rusalcm; 1 ho1ie he will 
hless you, and enahle you to turn many w1to the 
Lord.' \Vhile he was delivering his address, I could 
from my heart call him brotlwr. The events of this 
llay will he held i11 pleasing rcmr:mhranec through 
life. Degraded as are the wandering trihes, many of 
them will come to glory, and sit with Christ on his 
throne. The Lord make this season salutary to the 
kingdom of Christ.'' 

Extracts from a letter to the Hev. ELYSHA YALE of 
Johnstown, N. Y. 

" Pampc_lj, April 20, 1819. 
" i\h DEAR BRorumt,-Yours of the 111st of 

:i\larch was duly received and perused, and reperused 
with peculiar satisfaction. The complete list of dona­
tions is forwarded from Kingshoro' and from Johns­
town. Justice to the benevolence of your 11eople de-
111amle1l it; and other places apprizell of your good 
,rnrks, may g-o and do likewise. The spirit of mis­
sions is prevailing, and will prevail even in ow· a.e;c, 
far h,•y11ml our limited calculations. Suppose that 
the single state of Vermont should present to the 
American Board the sum aunually expended for pur­
poses unnecessary, 3,000 missionaries would receive 
a competent support. (For litigation the tax is 
100,00Utlollars; for intemperance atleast 800,000; for 
amusemeuts, loss of time, splenditl equipage, 11-00,000 
more.) For a moment, let us suppose that all the 
rnc1111Jers of d1urchcs in America devote that portion 
of thPi r ,;ultstance to Christ, which th,·v 110w devote tn 
ohjcds of no co11:;e,1uencc, f'ithc1· to tlt~'ir temporal or 
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spiritual enjoyment; and a sum would he rnised ~uf­
licicut to send ihe p:ospcl to every pagan under hoavrn. 
! bw then the profosso1l disciples of Christ so far de­
dined in zeal and piety? arc they so indillcrcnt to 
the souls of 111en, that evrn this pnrt shall he ahso­
Iutely refuseu, or p;ivcn grudgingly? The excuses 
mwfr hy the saints arc wueasonahle, and highly cri-
111inal in the eyes of the great Head of the Chnrch. 
There 11111st be a change, an i111po,-taT1t change in tlw 
frclinf?;s of the expectants of glory, or infidelity will 
command an influence most alarming and fonuidahlc. 
1\'"othi11g hut the rtturn of primitive zeal and perse­
""rm1ce will raise onr sinking ch11rches from absolute 
,lissolution. This subject, then, furnishes me with an 
answer to your interesting question, ' How may a 
minister strive lawfully to be the g;reatest ?' Duty in 
his high and responsible station demands an earnest 
,fosirc to attain a degree of piety, of zeal, aml of lm­
mility, far hcyornl conunon examples. He who can 
sec a world sinking to hell, while he possesses the 
means of recovery, and yet not feel his soul panting 
after more exalted piety, has certainly forfeited his 
hip;h ;;tarnlin~: in the kingdom of the Redeemer. lt 
is not only right, hnt it is d11(1/ to desire to hear 
11wrc of the image of Christ, to be more devoted to 
his serYicc than any with whom we associate. 111 a 
:-ruse simi Jar was n~t our Saviour great? As a man, 
he excelled the greatness of ;\loses and David-pos­
,;essed far more the spirit of heaven-gave more spi­
ritual instruction, and dcYoted his life more uniform­
ly to the great business of his mission. 

" ;\Iv mission continues under the smiles of an in­
dulgent, ProYiclence. llnt my time is short-alreatly 
the time is approaching when I am to be here 110 

more for ever.-Pray much for us, my hrnther, that 
we may he me11 of piety, humility, and of faith." 

" Jlnrccllus, J!,w l.-• Lortl, what, wilt thou ha,·e 
11w to do?' So 1111111rrous and formhlahlr arc the c1w-
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mies of my soul; so arduous and responsible the du­
ties of my station ; that frequent examination mid 
fastin~ are irnlispPnsahlc to safrty anrl usefnli1Pss. 
The eyes of the <.:hnrch arc dirrttr,d to ns,* as the 
111cssrngers of s;ilyation to the most interesting 11or­
tio11 of our "·orld. Tlw enemies of religion arc 
watd1i11g for arr opporlunitr to 1lefrat this noble en­
terprizr. of Christian hene\'olence. The lwst interests 
of Zion are cmharked i11 a spiritual cmsade to the 
laud of prnmise; and upon its success is suspendetl, in 
n very important sense, the final tlissolution of the 
r·mpirc of sin. 

" i\lore particularly Jet me consitler that we arc 
nndcr the inspcetion of Him, whose eyes arc as a 
Harne of lire, and who "·ill trace out the most secret 
sin, and holtl it in niter detestation. If we seek the 
Lord, he will he fom1d of us ; but if we forsake 
him, he "·ill cast us off forever. 0 my soul, why 
dost thou linger and yidd to the suggestions of 
sin and t::atan ~ KnowPst thou not, that this is the 
place of daug·er anrl ruin; where thousands, once ap­
parently distin.~·uishcd for piety, have made ship­
wreck of the faith, and descended to the grave with 
sorrow aml disgrace ? Hather would I snfler the 
tortures of the rack, or he compelletl to experience 
more an!?;l.lish than was endured hy a saint on earth, 
than draw hack to the dishonour of my Saviour, and 
to the grief of the people of God. 

" \Vas peculiarly favoured during the exercises of 
the Sahhath ; pleadetl the cause of Christ and of the 
heathen with unusual animation. Bnt how various 
are the feelings of the children of God; at one time 
penitent, sor;:owing, devout; at another, stuhhorn, 
111u-eli!nting, covetous. In all the little events of life, 
the saint is disciplined for the service of the He­
,focmcr. And coulrl we trace out the invisilJlc agency 
of C:od, we :::hould behold him in the minute occur-

·~ His colleague, Rev. i\Ir. Fi,k and himself. 
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rencP, as distinct Ir as in the motion of the planetary 
world. It is mulouhtedly true that reformation tullle1· 
slight chastisements prevents morr aggravatPd judg­
ments ; a111l thnl. Christi:ms \\'Ottltl often remove them­
selves from s01TO\Y, hy keeping a more steady eye 
upon the dealings of Providence. In this mission I 
have observed tlmt dct"otion and success have bec11 in­
separable compa11io11s. 

" A11b11,-n, Jh(IJ 8, 18! \).-Imprcs:-.ions receivrd 1,y 
the assembly of mm;hippers will he retained for a 
long time to cnme; many of them will live \\'hen l 
am dead. 1\n improper actiun.gcsture, or expression, 
may seal np a heart, which was just opening to re­
ceive the truth, may give strength to the cause of si11, 
antl increase tlic danger of those ,rho are alrcarly 
stalllling npon slippery placPs; while a single ex­
pression of breathing out of the soul to God in prayer, 
of panting for the glory of the HPdeemer, may carry 
conviction to the must thoughtless wretch. A ser-
111011 of no tmcommon merit, distiugui:-hed hy no pe­
culiar traits of genius, mar, liy a solemn and <levo­
tional utterance, leave an impression hii:d1ly favour­
able to the cause of truth. Should all the ministers 
of tlte gospel comnwnce the service of the sanctuary 
hy devout, pleading 1mwers,-should they manifest a 
holy familiarity with the 8aviour, the task of ~ain­
ing the attention, and ofatfocting the heart, would he 
less diflicult and arduous. The Sabbath would not he 
profaned by so many sleepy countenances, and hy so 
many restless and imlitforent worshippers. The frel­
ing would lie g:enerally iml,ihed, • this is none other 
than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.' 
i\ly heart's d,,sirc and prayer is, that my deportment 
may he miassuming aml inviting-; and that mr man-­
ner of preaching may be 5imple, devotional, and en­
ergetic, that every duty may he discharged to the edi­
fication of God's 1woplc. 

'· P.loom.Jicld. 1fa,l/ :22.-it b refrP~hing lo med 
IHY Chri:-tian fri,·mls thi:,; •'Yeuiiu~ in thi> d..Jig-htfnl 
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sen·ice of prayn. :::o nmnerons and ferY<·nt arc the 
intercrssions of tlrn saints for mv suecrss, that l am 
encouragerl to rise and press for{rnrrl with more assi­
duity and fortitude. The richest. of heaven's blessings 
rest upon those dear saints who this cvcnin~ pray for 
Jerusalem. The Lord will not he indiflerent to their 
desire. Commune, 0 mr soul, with thy Saviour, ob­
tain his smiles, lean on his arm; then will the Sabbath 
he a delight; the o/forings of this people will he ahun­
dant, the church will be enlarged, infidelity will rc­
tin', a11d the Saviour he hallowed by the assembly 
of his saints. 

" Three miles hclow Hochcstcr is one of the finest 
curiosities furnished in America: the Carthage hrid~c. 
It consists of one entire arch, J;i0 feet long, and 20:i 
fcr·t from the water. On the east side one may de­
~cend one hundred and four feet, and the arch above 
seems like the vault ofheann, and the gulf below likl' 
the op<·ning· of a bottomless pit. ~ 

" On my way to Lewistown, called upon the Hcv. 
Mr. Crane, a missionary to the Indians. He livl's 
upon a most elegant farm, situated upon the principal 
mad. His ministry does not subject him to the trials 
and self-denial of Brainerd, the hcloved missionary. 
On this beautiful spot l\'Ir. Crane can participate in 
all the pleasures of refined society, and pursue his 
studies, without interruption, in the bosom of an atfoc­
tionate family. 

"Passing from Lewistown I f:oon came to the rock, 
called 'the Devil's Rock,' which rises in a pcrpemli­
cular direction one hundred and fifty feet above the 
level of the water. During the French war, the In­
dians drove a large number of our soldiers over this 
vrccipicc, and all of them were dashed in pieces hy 
the fall. Two miles from this rock opened on a sud­
den a full view of Xiagara Falls. 

"Although at the distance of two miles, they worn 
distinctly obscrnd. The spray from the northwest 
co1w•r a!'.'ccndcd like the smoke of a great furnace. 
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Acwmpauicd hy a gnide, I tlesce11dcd a stair-way 011e 

hundred and tifty foct, and beheld with my own eyes 
this great sight which has commanded the attmtion 
of the worl1l. Standing upon the shore, hencath tlw 
~tair-wa~·, you seem to he enclosed in one vast prison, 
with walls around vou of uearlv two lumdretl feet in 
height. On the lctl, for more ·than a mile in extent, 
arc ''precipitated all the waters of one of the largest. 
rivers in our country. On the right the angry floods, 
flashing upon the rocks, present an aspect of honor. 
Passing over the river, ahout twenty rods below the 
falls, we ascended the rocks to the opposite hank, and 
from 'l'ahlc Hock beheld, in the most ddightfnl atti­
tude, the womlerfol works of God. In 'a few mo­
ments we were completely dripping with the spray; 
in which appeared a rainbow, with all its hright and 
glowing colours. Herc we stood, and with wonder, 
adored the great Original. Every object seemed to 
adore, and in silent accents proclaim the power of 
the eternal I AM. Debased and stupid must he that 
individual who can behold all this, ,rithout raising 
to heaven a soul filled with reverence and adoration. 
Hcturning the same way, and with our little canoe 
tossrcl npon the foaming billows, we stmg the follo\\·­
ing lines, 'Our little bark on boisterous seas,' &c. 

"The rapids above the falls present, if possible, a 
more grand and majestic appearance. The waters 
rushing forward with amazing· velocitr, dashing 
against the rocks, and raising on high their foaming; 
billows, cannot be viewed but with emotions of terror. 

" June 1,.-Took a passage in the steam-boat to 
Painsville, Ohio, and arriveu in two rlays. The 
severity of the storm, together with the • improper 
conuuct of many of the passengers, a!lded not a little 
to my sorrow and anxiety, It became a question of 
serious import with regaril to prayer in the cahin. 
The pious part of thr passen?;ers desired it; the ir­
rPligious were engaged in canl playing, with appar­
ent disapprobation of religious order and decorum. 

)I 
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However, throngh tlw iiillucnce of a friend, pcnnis­
sion was ohtaiiml to close the clay with pray,ir. 
After the passc11gcrs were collr·cleil, l read the l:3!Jth 
Psalm, arnl rewarkcd upon the omnipresencc uf (~011; 

1 hen knee led d,nrn and commended mm;clves lo the 
Divine protccti,m. The season wa:; interesting, aml 
the impressions pro1l11ce(l may he salutary. ::'l'ly work 
with these precious souls i~ closed; I am never to sec 
them again till the jwlgmc11t of the great day. 

"As yet I wander as a stranger aud pilg-rim, hear­
ing ahout a holly of sin arnl 1lcath, cherishing a trem­
hling hope of attaining to the resutTcdion oft.lic jtist. 
Every passing clay records many imperfections and 
violatio11s of the ])iYi11e injunctions, atte11ded with 
painful awl affecting circumstances. .Ewry clay the 
arms of everlasting· love encircle me, protecting- my 
soul from the ~narcs oflhc auversary. \Vlmt a strange 
existence? \Vhat a wilderness of gloom and sorrow! 
Yet it is not impassable. The way of the saint is 
through a dark, anu at times, a cheerless 1·c?;ion ; 
through clanger and persecution. Yet it is darkness 
in the mi(lst of li~ht; it is clan~er in 1he miust of 
perfect security; it is sorrow miup;l(!d with joy w1-
spcakahlc and full of glory.-Sustained by a merciful 
providence, I have visited a clear hrothcr, fur whom 
many prayers have ascended to heawn. Situated as 
he is in this distant and wicultivatcll country, 1,orne 
down with rccrnt, severe attlictiou, my anival was 
annoiu1ced with every expression of gratitude." He­
fcrring again to the labours of the past Sabbath, he 
says," 'l'he a.ssemhly wept profusely, and some evi­
dently felt their danger. Opportunities fur conver­
sation with my brother are now past. I bless God 
for the privileg-e of conversing with him, of preach­
iug- to him, and of co111mending him to the Saviour 
of sinners. May his name staml cngravcn upon 1foi 
Lamh's hook of life." 

.Jnurnal.-" .Tuni: l"l.-Tlw J>,-nl111~ ahouml \\'ilh 
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,,xprcssions like thcsr, ' 7\'ly soul follr,wrth hanl after 
God; rny ~onl panteth for 1hc Ih·ing Gwl; 1 ery unlu 
111y God clay a11cl night; I lift up my rnul unto thee,' 
whic:1 denote great adYanccment in piety and holi­
ness. llow few kno\\· the import of this lant,11.rngc '. 
l!ow sclclom does my own experience testify in fa­
vour of this exalted devotion'. I reach after it, hut 
,lo not obtain it; I sec its value, yet it is through 
cloud:; and darkness; I walk towards it, but it is 
with trembling and cleviating steps. This day, l,y 
fasting and prarer, I "·ould sit at the feet of Jesus, 
and receive instmcLions from his lips. I ,rnuld con­
fess and forsake my sins, and, relying upon his faith­
fulness, would say, • Lord, if thou wilt thou canst 
make me clean.' ' To whom shall we go but u11to 
thee, thou hast the words of eternal life.' 

" True piety may be defined, knowledge rf God, with 
approbation of his clzamctcr ; knowledge of his supre-
111ac,1; as cxaltr1l ahove all ; of his justiee, as noticing 
the most secret departure from his la,v, with an in­
tlexihlc determination to punish the incorrigible rc­
hel; of his mercy, in proYiding a Saviour, and prc­
sPnl ing pardo11 lo the vi lest olfrnder that is penitrnt, 
and laking him from defilement and drgra<lation to a 
throne on high. All this the devoted Christian secs 
in his (~od, and with rapture ascribes to him domi­
nion and glurr. Fixing his eye upon this source of 
all perfection, his soul pants after higher altaimncnts 
in knowledge; after greater resemhlancc to the object 
of his supreme a!icction ; after more fortitude and 
perseverance in the promotion of his ki11gdom. 
Every revolting emotion in his heart oceasions a sigh; 
every instance of reproach or disrespect, 1icrccivcd 
among the ung;odly, produces a holy indignation, 
mingled with the tenderest compassion. Acquies­
•·ence in the characfrr of the adorahle .f chovah sup­
po rl.s the zeal of 1hc d<~votcd mis~ionarr, elevates th<· 
::-011] of the expiring mart.yr, and romlucls the depart-
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i11g spirit of the believer to the abode of safety mid 
happiness. 

" Coopei-stow11, .Tul.!J 1L-Fouml this morning· the 
life of Brai1wnl, aml read portions of it with the 
highest interest. Shame and sorrow have taken hold 
of me ; mourning becomes me all mr days. This 
tlcvoted saint gained possession of the promised land 
even while tabernacling in the flesh. Can I uot be 
as holy, devoted and useful ?-.Ei•t·ning. Performed 
the duties of this day with but little interest to my­
self, or of pleasure to others. l\Jost just is this afflic­
tion, and I will be dwnb. l\1y soul cricth after God, 
mr exceeding joy. \Vhcn shall 1 sec him as he is? 

" Chn·1:1J Vallt;y, .Tul!J 10.-Onc more Sabbath and 
my mission as an agent is scaled up tmto the day of 
(lccisio11. Ju a few instauces the cause of Christ has 
hccn essentially promoted; in many, my w1failhful­
ness occasions deep regret. This day, devoted to 
prayer, may direct my attention to the following sub­
jects : personal growth in grace; duty to families; op­
posers and inclilforent professors ; supplications for 
111y colleag11c, for the missionaries to Ceylon, Owyhee 
and Bombay, for the western Indians, and the children 
of Israel. 

" i\ly soul followcth hard after God. I cannot 
plead his cause without his Spirit; I cannot comfort 
the saints without consolation from heaven. \Vill the 
Lonl pass me by ? Do not be angry with me, but 
pardon my iniquities, for they arc great. 

8xtracts from a letter to the Rev. ELISHA YALE, of 
Johnstown, N. Y. 

" Alban;y, Jul.!J 11, 1819. 
" l\lY DEAR BROTHER,-At Butfalo, I receivetl 

your expected and truly refreshing letter. Thank 
you for the great and precious promises to which you 
direct my attention, and for all your prayers for onr 
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n::,<>fnlness aml prosperity. Tlwy arc all my eonso­
lation aml all my desin'. Did onr ~aviom· say, • 1 
will Bever leave th(•c ?' Then will we hi,l a lw,t 
atlien to the land whieh ~ave us hirth; to dear aml 
much-respected parents; to kimlrccl and friends, to 
cncou11ter the perils of sea an1l land; to wander ~ 
pilgrims aml foreigners, till we arc invited home to 
our Father's house, which is eternal in the heavens. 
\Vith sueh a g1.1ide, a1Hl with such a refuge, we uce(l 
not fear to erPct the stanrfard of the cross within the 
walls of that once consecrntcrl and beloved city, ,Je­
n,salcm. 

" I have now closed my mis~ion in America, arnl 
,·xpcct to he in Boston a~ soon as possible. 'fruly 
the g-ood hand of onr Cod has been upon me; every 
(lay Divine ;i;ooclnr.ss has encircled my patlt, and let! 
me in the way of praee and holiness. Six thousn.ml 
(lollars have iiecn presented as an otfori11g for the 'ial­
vation of the heathen. 

" Two mouths past my health has heen Janguish­
i n~, yet without fear of permauent disease. After a 
short se,tsou ofTelaxatiou, l mav resume with renewed 
,·igour the duties of my missioi1 to the heatheu. l\lay 
l ehcri:;h the hope of a hlessing- upon .Jcmsalcm; the 
thou~ht is transporting-! the permission to anticipate 
the spiritual welfare of 1/.ion is an w1speakable pri­
vilege. My solicitude increases as the day approach­
PS; hut I can say it, my mind is tranquil ; my Tcso-
1111.ion w1shakcn. Pray for me, my brothei·, that my 
faith fail not. 

" Saratoga Springs, Jul;y IG.-For the recovery 
of my health have concluded to spend a few days in 
this plaee. 

" I wish lo inqnirr, can a plan he devised which 
will call into action the entire cnerg;ies of the ehurth­
r.s ? What pla11 wi 11 snceecd? 'I dare uol speak 
with much confidcuc<•, liul pcrrnil rne io propose lh<' 
followi11g- metholl :-Ld c1'C1',IJ (hrislian, male and 
frnwlc, hind himsdf, ,,,. 1urff(/~ lo pa_y a certai11 ~lalnl 

:II •2 
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7n-oportion ef the muuwl i11co111c. Ll't the calcula­
ticms be made at the comme11cement of the year, and 
strictly regarded in every article which a bountiful 
providence bestows. If a tenth be too much, say less, 
hut let uot the resolution, in anv instance, he disre­
garded. Let every destitute ~lunch do the same. 
Let there not be one looker-cm. \Yould not thr, wil­
derness soon rejoice with the songs of salvatio11? 
~ometl1in~ must be done to discipline, marshal, and 
call into action our scattered troops; or 01Lr exertions 
will he attended with loss and clisgracc.-\Vho would 
recall our hri•thren, dearlv heloved, from the instmc­
tion of heathen children·? \Vho would dishearten 
those ,·aliant soldiers who are fighting our battles, 
awl oxtemling our dominions? 0 my brother, let 
us pcrs1•verc, for the kingdom is certainly ours." 

" l'ittsjield, 'I'hurs,w.11, .Tuly 22.-Arrived at my 
father's house at ele,·en o'clock this morning, after an 
ahsence of sevc11 months. Peculiar and instructive 
have hrt>n the dealings of Providence in relation to 
this mis,;ion preparatory to my linal departure. 
With g-ratiludc I would recollect the incessant care of 
my heavrnly Father, and with deep repentance en­
treat forgivl'ness for every departuro from the strict­
est rules of piety aud rectitude." 

Several circumstances contributed to the success of 
this mission. Mr. Parsons' patience and persever­
ance, the loveliness of his disposition, the pleasant­
ness of his manners, the attractions of his public 
ad(lress ; the fact also that he was destined as a mes­
senger of mercy to the most interesting spot on earth; 
that he expected soon to walk on the mountains of 
Zion, Calvary, and Olivet, and the g-ratification of 
cnriosity in seeing him,-all conspired to make a fa­
Youmhle impression, and rendrr his agency prosper­
nn:-. Uut notwithstanding these favourable circum­
stances, he was in some of his applications entirely 
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1111successfnl. The success of his mission, the rcfurc, 
~hould be ascribed to the special favour of God in 
a11s,1·cr to fervent prayer. 

The usnfnlness of the age11cy, which we have bcc11 
coutcrnplating, asitle from the pccw1iary aid afford­
ed to the cause of missions, was doubtless consider­
able ; hut the extent of it cannot at present be accu­
rately known. A respectable clergyman from the 
western section of New York, inform('d the writer, 
that ~Ir. Parsons was instrumental in giving a new 
impulse to the churches in that region, and that his 
ministrations were in a high degree interesting and 
salutary. 

Immediately after his return he wrote to me the 
following letter :-

" A11dove1·, August 1, 1810. 
" Last Saturday I arrh·ed at this beloved seminary 

after an absence of eight months. Heviewing the 
events of the season past, I am constrained to siu~ of 
the goodness of our heavenly Father. Although l 
have h<'en obliged to endure opposition the most vio­
lmt, arnl to languish with decaying health, yet the 
mercies of the Lord have been 1wrpetual. The 
!warts of thousands have been opened to aid the chil­
(lren of Israel on their way to iion. 

" In this rebellious province of our blessed Lord, 
il is not strange that many refuse to pay tribute, and 
to acknowled~c any connection with the kingdom of 
~race. Opposition must exist till this province is 
suhclucd; and I wonder that we dwell here with so 
little abuse, while our entire employment is to take 
away their gods and spoil their pleasures. 0 my 
brother, we live in a wicked, blessed world. Our high 
~tation demands the surrenclcr of every talent, the en­
c rgy of every faculty, the employmrnt of every mo­
ment. Think of it, so much to be done in so short a 
periml I Tim Ptcrnal destiny of millions of souls at 
Elak", and yet death hastens on. Let ns strive to-
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f,elher for a larger t.hare of the spirit of the prophet~, 
apostles, arul martyrs; for more ardent attachment to 
the best interests of Zion. 

" \Vith regard to a mission to .Tndca I foul vari­
ous opinions prevailing. 'l'hc larger proportion of 
Christians cherish it with ardent vrnyer; others say 
• the time is not come.' Shall we wait till there he 
an unauimous vote in christcmlom to send the gospel -
to the Jews? Then it is a decided fact that they arc 
lost. .Never will any (great) good he accomplishetl 
without oppusition. Aud the present comparative 
imlitlerence of the Christian communitv to I.he cause 
of missions ah road, is a most fr1.tal ohstacle to the pro-­
gress of pure religion. l\ly brother, I bless the Lord 
for the prospect of lleparti11g to the heathen world; 
I l011g to prl'aeh Christ to I.hose who have not heard 
of him. As the time approaches my rnirnl becomes 
more trau'luil, my desire more ardent, my solicitude 
more iutense. 1 heseech you liy the love you hear to 
the blessed Hedeemer, that yon strive together with 
we in your prayers t.o Gorl for me, that tl1e service 
which I have for Jerusalem 111ay he accepted of the 
saints. 

" Adieu my hrother and sister; I hope to sec you 
hcfore I go hence." 

A letter to his parents. 

" Amlovcr, Aug. 5, ISHJ. 
" l\'ly DEAR PARE:XTs,-1 am now very pleasantly 

~ituated in a little room in Dr. Porter's house, pur­
~uing my pr<'parnlory studiPs in company with hro­
thcr Fisk. l\ly western mi::;sion, although long awl 
laborious, has not <·ssPntially impaircrl my healtlt. 
The continuance of my feeble health throug-h so 
1,m11y trials antl chanP,es, demands peculiar ack11ow­
lc!lp,cmcnts to the I )ivinc g-oodness. May uot the 
same proteetiug care eonduct us in safety throuf>;h all 
Ilic d,111/!er~ and s111leri11gs of our i111porta11t. under-
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taki11g· ? With the presence of him, who has the 
ltC'arts of all mrn in his harnls, "·ho can '.instruct, 
g-ui1lc, protect, and comfort us. I love to reflect upon 
the promises, ' Lo, I am with you always-I will 
never leave thee nor forsake thee.' ' If God Le~ for 
us, who can he against us ?' 

" The time of our departure is uncertain; hut we 
must sail before December. \\' c take passage for 
Lonclon; thence to :Malta; thence to Joppa. \YP may 
not sec Jerusalem till spring. As the period ap­
proaches, my anxiety to depart increases. H is the 
work assigned us, and why can we wish to delay ~ 
\\"c mig-ht tarry till spring, hut the expectation of 
the public forbids. 0 how unprepared '. Pray for 
me. I look forward with trembling, yet with co11.fi­
de11ce in him who is able to give us wisdom. \Yith 
Jonathan and his armour-bearer, God ovcrtlH"cw the 
armies of the Philistines: with two feeble men God 
can huilcl up the walls of .J musalem. \\'hy then he­
sitate? Nothing is too hard for the Almighty. The 
way in which the Lord leads us is the right way. 
He will not suffer our feet to slide; our tears arc 
not iced ; our trials will not be too 111a11.1J, nor too .few. 
0 let the Lord reign? Let us go forth in his strength, 
Pvcr dPsiring to dqmrl a11d to he with Christ, which 
is far _!Jetter. How short the passage !tome: Our 
work is closing, and a crown of glory will the Lord 
g-ivc to us, if faithful unto deatl1. With much love 
to my dear parents." 

An extract from a letter to his eldest brother of the 
same date. 

" Home was never dearer than at present. Dis­
tance and cares cannot conquer the natural de~ire for 
the domestic fireside. I still conlen1plate the under­
taking to which my life is dPYoted with the most. 
perfoct tranquillity. The ohjecl of doing good to those 
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who are pcrishi11g, is suftieic·nt tn (lry ,~Yery lPar, a111l 
hush ,•very sigh." 

A letter to his mothr•r. 

" Amlr,vcr, August 2:i, 18l!J. 
" I\IY DEAR l\foTIIER,-1 have this moment reatl 

again your i11ten~sting letter with (~motions of grati­
tude awl thanksgiving. lt. is inexpressihly co111fort­
i11g lo me lo know that t'vc,:i; atlliction has eve11tually 
proenrcd lhe richest hl<'ssings from Heaven. Even 
i11 the hour of the greatest darh.,1css w0 may rest with 
the ntrnost serenity upon the promise, ' 'l'liat all 
firings will work together fur good lo those that love 
(:o,l.' For wise purposes, our path to lwavPn must 
he thorny alHl tlangerous. The ocean, which wafts 
11s lrrnnc, mnst he very tempestuous and raging; yet 
the Saviour now a11d tl1e11 bestows a g-lcam iJf hope, a 
sip of pleasHr<', rather lo animate than to rewanl hi:,; 
ehiltlrf'n. Arnl how wisely is this vast system ar­
ra11ge1l so as to liri11g into exercise, a1Hl cherish eve1:y 
holy atlection, aml to display, at the same time, to the 
lwst ru lvantagc, the e11ti re character of him who is lire 
Ii girt of heaven. How conld we c,·er ]mow the valnc 
of 11atic11cc, unless hy aftliction? How coulrl we ever 
know the pleasure of gratitude, unless hy being saved 
by grace? In these respects, the saints in glory wi II 
hold a station ahove the angels. 'J'lrey will cherisl1 
111a11y atleetions which cannot exist in the breast of 
the holiPst angc1. \Vithout any doubt, the rccollcc­
tio11 of our trials and temptations while below will 
i11crrase our enjoyment in heaven, and cause us to 
raise still higher our anthems of redeeming love. 

" All our duties, in this world, are designed for our 
(liscipline, awl growth in grace. 'l'o one is assigned 
l lw charge of afami{lj; lo another the chnsge of a pcri­
pl<'. To 011e is g-iven 1/l'ospci-il_lj; to another udvcrsil,g. 
011c 1m1st work i11 a distant part of the vineynrll; 1111-
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vthcr cultivate lu•fore his u\\'11 dorn·. Yet in all thi,; 
vast variety of operations, there is one <·ntirc whole, 
oue imlissoluhlc chain, 011c system so regular awl har­
monious, as to include the motion of an atom, or the 
falling of a sparrow '. l\Iarvellous are thy works, 
Lord C:ocl Almighty! 

" Let us then, my mother, comfort one another 
with lhcsc things. ( :ml <lc:-,igrn'd to comfort his d1il. 
drrn \\'ith thc,.:e reHcdions. The cup which our hea­
Yenly Father giv1·s ns, though mingled ,\·i1h ,nirm­
wood and gall, shall we not drink it? There an: no 
such bitter waters in heay1•11. \\"itl1 our talicrnadcs 
of clay, we resign cvc,ry wstigc of sin and pollul.ion, 
and put on every thing \\'hich (~od approvcs,-whicl1 
angels love. 

" I never shall he ahle to compensate my parents 
for all th()ir solicitndc and prayers. How pll•asa11t. is 
the recollection of scenes of chiklhoocl, when with 
more than paternal tenderness, th,!y shicldc~d me frolll 
the arrows of the destroyer, taught me the utter min 
of 111y nature, and led me to him who can save to the 
uttermost. Even when sin was my chid delight, and 
my progress to destruction was rapid and detcr111i1wd, 
they did not permit me lo sleep securely. The sub­
jects which they introduced were made, l humhly 
trust, dfoctual even to my eternal salvation. 1 now 
thank you for this faithfulness, and trust that God 
will reward you with the abundant smiles of his face. 
To this same Saviour, whose blessi11gs you have so 
frec1umtly rcquestccl for me, 1 now would most cheer-­
fully 1levote my futiue life. Though 1 wander upon 
distant shores, or suffer pcrsecntion for the name of 
.) esus, 1 may carry with me a • lcsti11u,1~y,' of which 
man cannot dcprivr, me; 1 may cherish near to 111y 
heart cvrry ohjn:1. which is clear to tltc sai11t. 'J'h., 
clarlmcs:,; will soon 1,e over, arnl thP light of dt•nml 
day op1·11 upn11 our tkpartiug- ~onls. \\'ith suc·l1 a hop,·, 
,rn may 1,11duro· aJH id i1111s ti I! OLtr Lonl pcnni I us to 
n•~t with th" 1,l,•ssr·d." 
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Extract from a letter to his sister and myself. 

" Anc/01,.cr, Scptt:mbrr 11, IS l!l. 
" i\IY DEAR BnoTIIER .-1.~D S1,n'ER,-:\ly health i,.. 

as good as u~ual, and we pursue our stuclies without 
interruption. I think oftrn of my friends; the part­
ing will he painful, yet the separation will lie short. 
How drsirable to keep our home in vicw,-to seek a 
hetter and a heavenly cow1try ~ I may sleep in Judea 
I ill the judgment; rny fricuds sleep in America; hut 
our home is the sarne,-our Saviour and Comforter 
arc one. I wish to be crucified to every thing below, 
and determine to know nothing hut.Jesus Christ and 
him crucified. I can say I rejoice to go. \\rill not 
my friends rejoice with me? 

" ,nthin six weeks, twenty individuals, amo11g 
whom are brothers Bingham and Thurston, memhers 
of this seminary, expect to sail for the bles of tlw 
sea." 

Journal-" Sept. 11.-\Yas very much impressecl 
with a passage in the I 27th Psalm, ' It is vain for 
you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the hread of 
sorrows: for so he giveth his beloved sleep.' For 
some weeks past the studies preparatory to my mis­
sion have engaged my exclusive attt•ntion. Perhaps 
1 have not regarded the sentiment of the text,-havc 
not been sufficiently impressed with a view of my 
dependence,-studie(l too much, and prayed too little. 
Have I not neglected opportunities for social conver­
sation, and given impressions unfavm: rable to the 
cause of Christ? This day I desire, by fasting and 
prayer, to examine my own heart; to confess my 
sins, and to seek the favour of my heaYenly Fa­
ther. 

" Question l. ,Yhy am I no more disposed to devo­
tional conversation ? 

" 1\tany opportunities have hecn presented. I have 
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visited families, walked with studeuts, attended 
meetings, yet 1 do not recollect any insta11cP in which 
l han refreshed the people of God, or affrctionately 
warned the impenitent to tly to the Ark of safety. 
How nrnny times might une u·ord ha\'c been spoken ; 
how many times l might have cast an arrow into the 
heart of some stupid sinner, and saved him from eter­
nal lmrniugs ! Hut 1 say, du(IJ requires to be silent, 
aud prepare for the mission assigned me. True, I 
must give all diligence to my work, yet rnn~t l ne­
glect tu watch over my own soul, and the souls ofthos1: 
around me? :Must 1 cease to pray and weep fur 
those whom I shall see no more ? Can I not pursue 
my studies one part of the day, and lead souls to hra­
ven the other?- ;:ihall l not regret this exclusive so­
litude when it is too late to make restitution ? Be­
sides, will not this incessant application to study oc­
casion inrlifit>rence to the great interests of the church? 
Shall I not he less fervent, and less afiected in view 
cf the love of Christ ? This declension demands spe­
cial attention. 1 will go to God with my load of 
guilt ; implore forgiveness and the direction of his 
Spirit. 

" Let me hegfo to be faithful and holy. This day 
1 design to converse with two of my impe11itcnt 
friends and pray with them. In the morning, walk 
with another friend, "·ho is preparing for public life; 
in the evPning, walk with a brother in the seminary. 
The Lord sanctify this resolution. On \Ved1ws'1ay, 
to be at the meeting of the A. LI. C. F. j\]. Let it he 
my prayer to-day that 1 may honour the cause of 
missions, aml gain the confidence of those who ~eek 
the welfare of /,ion; that I may he humble in my de­
portment, hold in cl\'ery duty, and return with the 
approbation of the Head of the Church. 

" (iuestion 2. \Vhy do l preach with so little zeal 
for the honour of God? 

" Often I leave the pulpit with g-reat sorrow arnl 
mortification. I lead in prayer, hut saiHts are not 

K 
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edified; l preaeh, hut not as au amhassmlor of .T <·sus, 
uot with the fcrnmr aml liolrlncss of ma11y of 111y 
hrethren. lf I ;;peak of the love of Christ, rny ]wart 
kindles not iuto a flame, my :;onl melts 11ot at the 
mention of his uame. \\'hy this lamentable stupidi­
ty? Is it uot hccause I seek the approbation of 111a11, 
and that I 11<'gled suitable preparation in secrnt? Do 
l go with prayer raising my heart to heaven? Am 
l co11sta11t in co111rnu11i11g- with nod? Docs he 11ot. 
leave me as a jndgrncut for my sins? ln this thing 
J am guilty. I will fast and pray. 

" .11110/hcr request is, that my last lrttcrs to my 
friends mar he sanctified; that they may advance the 
cause of missions, and save souls from death. 

" I have r,ne 111orc request, that 1 may possess morn 
disti11ct views of the nature arnl dcsig11 of the atone­
ment. I would never mention the name of Jesns 
without weeping and without gratitude. l would 
dwell with him, converse with him, and sincerely 
ohcy his commands. 

" September I !).-It is the Lord's day, the appointed 
season for the administration of the Lord's Supper; 
the last communion which we shall enjoy together. 
Our uext asscmhling will hr; hr;yond the grave. l 
go forward and backward se('king him whom my 
soul loveth. I will be still, wait, hope, snhmit. This 
tmsa.nctiticd heart is my- continual sorrow. l pray 
to him who saved the dying; tl1icf, to him who can 
speak peace to the ~inking soul. 

" September 20.-1 am deficient as to the disinter­
ested motives which the Scriptures require; as to 
that ,foep and per11w11e11t lmmili(IJ, which is the orna­
ment of the Christian character; as to that tender re­
f!:ardfor sinners, which is the surest pledge of sncccss. 
This day l desire to sit: at the foet of Jesns, lo con­
l.c111plate his fnlness, ~Jory, allll lf•mlcr compassion. 
l would hn111loly rPque:-;1 a rnorn perfect kuowlellg" 
of tl,c way iu "·l1ir-h 11·1~ arc to walk; of thr lluliPs 
which ,1·e arc to tlis(fo.trg-P. I \\·11ul1l ask J 1·s11s to 
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arm lite fur the fiel,l,-to i;hicl,l me from Uw s11ares 
of lltc tinder,-lo r\mLl,le me to ' rontPrnl l'arttl'stly 
for th~ faith once 1lPli \'t>rt·d lo the saint~.• l\f y hmn­
ld(• l'N[nest :-hall he for the privill'g-c uf leadin::\" th(: 
r:hi ltlrl'li of Isrnel lo the Saviour of the world. 1 will 
11ot forg-,·t to pray that the pri,le of my heart may lie 
conl11lued ; that tl1e impurity of my atlcctions may he 
\1·1LSlw1l away; arnl that my body and spirit may he 
a temple for the dwelling uf the Huly Spirit." 

On the 15th of October, Mr. Parsons attended at 
Boston the org-anization of the missionary church, 
which was clestined to carry the Iig-ht of salvation to 
the Sandwich Isles. '!'he next day he commenced his 
last journey to Pittsfield, Vt. and arrived there on 
the Tuesday evening following. The latter part of 
the Wf'ck was employed in visiting his frienrls in 
i\foldlclmry, Shoreham, and places in the vicinity. 
On llic Salibath he preachc1l in Hancock. l\Ionday 
evening he preached a farewell sermon in Pittsfield. 
The same nvening i\lrs. 1\1. and myself arrived, hut 
not iu season to hear the sermon. Tuesday evening· 
a ledun· wa5 delivered to nearly the same audience 
tliat alt<'mlcd the prec1!ding evening. Our Saviour's 
lauH'ntation over Jerusalem was the theme. The 
cifH·akcr was not a little attecle1l; hut Mr. Parsons, 
wlto was a hearer, evinced in his countenance and 
whole demeanour a mind trustin~ in God, and a kind 
of sweet and sacred serenity, which may he easily 
i;onceived, hut not easily descrihed. \Vednesday 
morning was the time of his fi11al departure from the 
1lcarest spot on earth, his father's house. After 
rf'a<ling- tlie Scriptures, we attempted to sing· a hymn, 
rnlle1l " Tho Parting of Christian friends." 

' Hlesl be the tic that hinds 
Our hearts in Christian Ion.' 

Tlirc1· times waspray<•r otfrre1l, and the 111bsionmy 
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conuncmlctl to the Christiau's God, Father, Son, and 
Holy f:host. The supplication which i\lr. l'arso11s 
otforrtl 011 this intcrcsti11g occasion wi 11 11ot soon 1,c 
forgotten. It was evidently the tlcvout hrcathi11g of 
a humhlc, alli•ctionatc, arnl sulnnissi vc soul, cab11{1J 
arnl chePrfnllr rt'Si!);ni11g itself, aud tlw dearest. f'arth­
ly ohjccts, into the harnl of a loving arnl l,c)ovcd Hc-
1lccmcr. The parting scc11c was monrufnlly delight­
ful. The conllict of a rniml made up in a g-rcat 
«legrrc of tc11<lcmcss ancl smsihility was doubtless 
great; arnl yet so far from swelling the tide of feel­
ing on this occasion, l\lr. Parsons was prohahly more 
co111posc1l than any one of his friends. Knowing the 
cow;titution of his ow11 mind, he had dreaded this 
scene. But he was divi11cly supported; his soul was 
stayed on God. Grace triumphed over the tcmlcr 
smsihililics of naturr. But I may say too much. 
l\lr. !'arsons was opposed to making ado at the de­
parture of a missionary. Omitting, therefore, a 
1111mher of incidents, which arc remembered hy his 
fric11ds with melancholy pleasure, I would simply 
say, that throughout the whole of this interesting 
1norni11g, he appeared like a person going !tome. 

Extracts from a letter to his parents. 

" Hoston, 8nturdag, October 30, 18H). 
"Sabbath cve11i11g October 31.-1 preached this after­

uoo11, and brother Fisk this evening. The Hcv. Mr. 
Dwight says,' there has not hccn so interesting· a tirno 
in Boston for JiJZ.IJ years.' Bless the Loni. W c arc 
now to leave onr native shores with the joyful expec­
tation of saving· some of the heathen. Hcjoicc, my 
pare11ts, that I am cmrntcd worthy of this honour. Iu 
•'very thing the harnl of God has been with us. 

" '/'uestl,w morning.-Early ycstcnlay moruing we 
were at the sea 1-idc, harlc our fricuds farewell, and 
f-U pposcd that all ,rns past. Hut the wind rose against 
us, and we yet. linger upon our native shores. Dr. 
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\Von;1:st.cr Im~ lu:1'.11 ajiilltcr to 11s; 1.111: LtJl'fl n:wanl 
Iii 111. l li,111110 wl111:ta11c1: to 011r work, 11111. a g-rowi11~ 
,!,:sire to 1l1:part l11:11c1: lo 1.111; g-entil1!s. May I lu: very 
lmrnhlc a111l v1:ry pn11lt:11L \Ve lmv,: l<:1forn of pro-
1.,.ctiou frnrn Uu: ~ccrdary of tlu: United States, fro111 
H11: ( :ovenwr of l\'l11ssacl11tsdL-;, from tlu: Britisl1, 
l•'rc11r;/1, and ll,11ssian Co11s11ls, wl11J ar,: 110w iu Bost,111. 
\Ve liavfl abo ldl.1;r1, to many rcsp1,cLnl,/1; rnnrclm11ts 
i11 Smyrna. I. am a!foctctl i11 view of tlic p1;c11liar 
kirnl.111:ss of tllll' Ju:av1:11ly Fatl,cr. 

"I t.lra11k you, rny dr:ar par,-nts, awl lu;lov<•rl l1roth1·r, 
for yo1JI' dr:1:p cr111e,;rn for 111y lir:;.t, my spiril.11al i11-
'-"n:sls. Ju lwavu1 may w,: 1w:d 1.o part 1111 m11n:." 

Extrnd from a Idler tlirccletl to me, dated 

•· /foslon, "i\'1,vcmhl'I" 't, 181 !). 
" ( )11r ac1:rnn11111datio11s arn llH: 111:sl.. Have 1111 

a11 x icty n:sp1•r;l.i11g- us, liut n,rnrrwwl ns to t/11: g-n:at 
1 li'iul of tlu: Churcli. Our s,:rmons an: to lit; pri11L1;1I. 
'J'JH; l,,,nl lil,:ss yo11r ,l,:ar childrcu, a111l in 1lw: 1.irn,: 
:-,1:ml 1.lir:m to J,·r11,:al1:rn. Ju lwaven 1.11<:rc is 110Jarc­
wcll." 

J\ ltl1011gli i\l r. I'arsous and his llf:lov,:,l 1:olleag1w 
1:xpccted to sail 011 Momlay morning·, yd it was !io 
11nlcn:i.l, tlia1. they wer,: pcrrnitt,:1I to al.l.m11l 1.l1n 
111<J111.hlyomc1:rl, ,,f pray,:r in Park-SI.red Ch11rd1, aml 
a confon:11c1: in Oltl Soul.Ii CJ111rd1 011 Tnr:sday 1:v1•11-
i11g-. Tlwsr: wen: precious seasons, awl held in de­
li 1,;htful n:HWlfl 1,rancr:. 

Journal. " ,\'r,vcmhn- :J.-J\t frrt r,'d,,ek in the 
mon1ing n·pain:rl 1.o Central wliarf, acc,,rnpanictl 1,y 
1.lw H,:v. Mr. Bi11g-li;im, 1.lic llcv. Mr. Dwiµ;lil, amJ 
,,the rs. The lime is 110w cr,mc-tl11: l1mg--1lesi rn,I 111111 

pray,:,1-firr ,lay is corn<;. \V,: lc:fl our 11ativi: sf11,rn; 
111 sci: 1.lu:111 1111 m1,n·, fH!rlwps, fi,n:v,:L l\ly 111:lov,:1! 
, ow1l.ry, th,: l:u11l 111' rny 1,i 11.11, 111y 1:d111:atio11, wy co11-
"''l'sio11 1JJ Liu: tritlh,-J,',1rc1t·1 It." 
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From the manner in which l\Ir. Parsons here Lakes 
leave of his native land, it may be concluclcd that he 
luul not wholly abandoneLl the idea of seeing it again. 
This was the fact. Though w1reservedly devoted to 
his Hedeemcr as a foreign missionary for life, and 
though desirous, if it should be the will of God, of 
finding a sepulchre in the promised land; yet could 
a mission be established there, and permit a tempora­
ry absence, it was his intention to visit this country, 
thinking that such a measure might in a high degree 
suhserve the interests of that mission, and of the cause 
of missions generally. \Ve arc confident that the 
mission to \Vestern Asia cannot be safely left at pre­
sent hy any of the missionaries ; but the period may 
arrive when a visit from one of them, without any 
essential detriment to the cause there, might gratify 
a kind of religious curiosity, arouse in many bosoms 
the sleeping spirit of benevolence, and do incalcul­
able good. Doubtless reflections of this kind ought to he 
very cautiously made. But on this we may rely, if 
the friends of missions at home and abroad hwnbly and 
perseveringly wait on God, that he will direct to the 
best measures, and abw1dantly prosper his own work. 
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PAlfi' III. 

CONT.HNING AN ACCOUNT OF JIIR. PARSONS: YO\' AGE 
TO S)l YllNA-OF UIS J\IISSION AllY LABOURS IN ASIA 
~lINOR AND JUDEA-AND OF HIS LAST SlCKNESS 
AND DEATH. 

On the day of his departure Mr. Parsons sent back 
the following note to his eldest brother :-

" November 3, lSHJ.-At Sea.-Sailed this morning; 
health good; weather favourable. I remember you, 
my dear brother, with grnat alfoction. May we be 
one in Christ. Let me tr.ll you that I go with joy, 
without a moment's grief It is the Lord, (who com­
forts me,) and I rejoice. Farewell, my ever dear 
brother, farewell. 

"Give my tender regards to brother L,---, and 
give him the enclosed profile in remembrance of his 
beloved brother. 

" In heaven there is no farewell." 

The following letter will show how Mr. Parsons 
and his beloved colleague spent their time, especially 
on the Sabhath, during their voyage to Malta. 

" At Sea, Novembe1· 7, 1819. 
" l\kCH RESPECTED PAnENTs,-This is my first. 

Sahhath on the Atlantic, and my first attempt at writ­
ing- since our embarkation. Ahout thb hour our dear 



:.\IEi\IOIIt o .. r 
friends in America are assembled for religious wor­
ship; and it is probahle that my dear parents arc iu 
the house of Gml, and will remember their ahsrnt son, 
tossed upon the billows of the mighty deep, excluded 
from thr, 1lelightfnl service of the sanctuary in a 
Christian lm1d. It was our intention to assernhle al 
the same hour, hut ,rn have not yet recovered from 
sca,sid,ness. Still two of us cau have a little sanc­
tuary, awl obtain a blessing from the great Head of 
the Church. How precious is the promise, ' Lo, 1 
mn with ,·ou alwa\·s.' Christ is with us to instruct, 
gui1l<', a1;d comfo;t by his special 1m·se11cc. \Vith 
lhis as~urance, we han1 nothing to fear. I know not 
why this l10l'on1· t-hould he conferred upon me, to he 
crnu1t1·d worthy to 1lcpart far hence to the gentiles, 
hrwi11µ; the everl11Sting gospel to preach to those who 
1iit in 1larkness, and in the shadow of lleath. If I had 
a tl111n:,;and lives, I.hey :,;hould all be devoted to this 
1,les~ed ,·mployment. This morning I opened at the 
L i:lth hymn, id hook, ' Saints, at yonr heavenly 
Father's word,' &c How comforting this must he 
to my parents. 'I he wiml is wafting me very ra­
phllr towards the !awl of my destination. 

" November 17.-Anothcr Sabbath-a delightful 
d,Ly-commcncrd public worship between 11 and li 
o'clock; preached from 1 Tim. i. 15, ' This is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ .T esus came into the world to save sinners; of 
whom I am chief.' The attention was very flatter­
ing·. At 3 o'clock this afternoon went into the sailors' 
dcpa.rtnwnt, conversed and prayed with them. \Ve 
have an important field for usefulness. Brother Fisk 
is still afliictecl with sea-sickness, hut there arc no 
apprehensions of danger. Our voyage thus far lms 
l!l'ell pl\'asant. 

" Xui•ember '21.-0nr third Sabbath. The week 
pa.st has lwen fayonrahle as to our stwlies, hut our 
proµ;ress has lJccn slow. As hrolhrr Fisk remains 
feeble, I preached again to the sailor~. They gavt> 
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good attention; 1ml like the impenitent in America, 
they will forg·et all these impressions, unles the Lord 
manifest his power and grace. I think much of my 
parents, and rejoice that their consolation is from 
above. The presence of the Divine Saviour is pre­
fcrahle to the society of earthly friends. The sum of 
all my desires is, to do the will of him who died fo1· 
me, aml through whose blood I hope for eternal life. 
I ask not for wealth nor for honour, hut for the spi­
rit of a martyr. I know that I am sent out as a lamb 
among wolves. I shall live in the midst of death, yet 
the Saviour will lead me in the ri?;ht way to Canaan, 
even if I wander forty years in the wilderness. 

"Sabbath eveninl, November '28.-Ilrothcr .Fisk was 
able to preach to-day, although his health is feeble. 
With the exception of a very slight pain in my eyes, 
I never enjoyed my health better. \Ve employ our­
selves every day in reading, writing, and conversation. 
Sometimes I rise in the morning, and look towards 
America, not with a wish to return, but with a ten­
der solicitude for my dearest earthly friends, with 
whom I have taken sweet counsel, and walked to the 
house of God. Howmany followuswith their }Hay­
ers, and weep when they remember Jerusalem. 

" December 26, Malta Harbour.-I preached to-day 
near the place where it is said St. Paul came to land 
after the shipwreck. 0 how his heart bled for sin­
ners ! On these shores he prayed for a guilty world. 
Eighteen centuries afterwards, missionaries, with the 
same messa?;e, endeavour to proclaim the Saviour who 
came into the world to save sinners. Uut O my lean­
ness! The pro~ress which I make towards heaven is 
very slow and imperceptible. How great my work; 
how weak my faith!" 

Extracts from a letter to his eldest brother. 

" December 30.-The weather is very warm. \Ve 
.sail soon for Smyrna. I lrnow not the day of my 
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deal.It. Let me ever live with my liual departure iu 
view. Tim year is now closing·, and I most cordially 
wbh yo11 a happy 11oc-year,-a yPar which you cau 
review with pleasure,-a p'ar ,levotcll to (:od. I 
pray for yo11 t~v,·ry morning in particular. I love to 
clicri::ih Ilic hope uf yo11r eternal salvation. How pre­
t:ious arc your privih'ges; thousands a11d millions 
arnwul us arc without lhc llihle-wilhont the Sa.hhalh 
-,1·itho11t teacher:-. How great the cm1<lemnation of 
gospel :;inners'. .i.\'ow, my brother, farewell. I love 
you, 1 pray for you, l hope to meet you in heaven." 

A letter to myself and his sister. 

" Nf.Jvember 17, 18l!J. 
"1'!Y BROTHER AND l\ly S1sTER,-My lastvisitto 

your house has left a very favourahle impression on 
111y mind; we took sweet coWisel together in antici­
pation of an eternal union beyond the grave. l hav1'. 
every reason for gratitude that the separation ww.; 
cornlt1cted upon Christian principles; we shall review 
the past with secret satbfaction. I have been two 
weeks at sea, aml find as yet nothing very umlesir­
ahle in a passage across the Atlantic. Sleep is quiet, 
even when the sea is raging; appetite much as usual. 
Have some hopes that my health will he confinned, 
and a long life be de\--oted to the church. In view of 
my work, l find myself much disposed to desire 111a11!J 

days, that I may witness the trimnphs of the He­
deemer. Although I am now fifteen hundred miles 
from Shoreham, I seem to he near you. 'l'he wind is 
wafting us away from America, but not from our 
Bible,-our Saviour,--our heaven. Sometimes our 
cabin resembles a para(lise. I know not a desire to 
change my prospects. 

" November 30.-As we approach the firld of our 
mission, my solicil11de increases. Satan's kingdom 
is very lirmly l'slal,lbhcll, and he will 11ot he indif­
ferent to onr 111ntion:-;; yd lw is iu chains, Hilhcrll• 
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he may co1rn\, aml no farther. \Ve must live in the 
mi<lst of tlrnt!t, a111l ~hall 11ec<l the remembrance of uur 
Christia11 frieuds. 

" December 12.-\"estcrday we pa~sed the Straits 
of (~il,raltar, and arc now saili11g on the Mediterran­
ean sra. \\' c hail a good view Qf the Africa11 shores, 
saw many villap;cs and towers; tliscovH<'.d a very 
hig-h monnlain, which we called Atlas. The top was 
white with snow. This is tlw land which 011cc 11our­
ishcd the church of God, and it has hcen l1lessetl with 
the prayers arnl t.·ars of ma11y distin§!;nishcd seryants 
of.Jesus. Hut how is Urn ~old become rli111, arnl 1hc 
most line ~uhl changed'. Herc Satan rules o,·,:r mil­
lions of miserable captives, and sprca<ls far and ,\·id,: 
his sceptre of cmclty and (foath. Hi:-: reig11 is slt1Jrf. 
Some future missionaries who succPc(l us, \\·ill listi·11 
to the sCJnnd of the consccralccl hell, arnl mingle tlwir 
praises with the multitude, who ~o up to the housP. of 
God to worship. 

" December 2'"2.--A t four o'clock this afternoon, we 
were refreshed by the appearing of Malta. A very 
kind Providence has accompanied us, and we dcsirn 
to give thanks for these distinguished favours. The 
lown of Valetta, ( Dcamber :23, nine r,'o/ock in llic 
111omi11g,) just Qpencd to our view. Here we hope 
for many precious seasons of prayer and conversation 
with our fellow-labourers, (if we may claim the ho­
nour of classing· ourselves with those whose piety awl 
~cal arc so conspicuous,) aml we may rationally ex­
pect much advice aml consolation. How important 
that our conversation and ,lcportment shoultl he such 
as !JccmnPth the f!_·o,;pel. At prcsPnt, ailien. 

" Dccnnbcr ·!:i, T11•t·lvc 1J'dfJck.-\\'c arc now pass­
ing in view of that harbour when~ it i;.; ,-aid St. !'ant 
landed aft1·r the f'hi 1rn-rPck. l'rohahly the place 
where the ship ran agru11111I is YPry 1war 11s. 0 that 
the spirit of St. Paul mi!!,ht re:-t 11po11 his unworthy 
sueeessors '." 
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Some extracts from his journal will close the his~ 
1.ory of Mr. Parsons's voyage to Smyrna. 

" Novcmbe,· lG.-Rcad a few pages in Buchanan'::= 
M<;moirs with great satisfaction. For maturity 
of Judgment and meek1wss of spirit, he was worthy 
of the highest commendation. He gloried in nothing 
save in the cross of Christ. He could disarm the as­
sasin, win to his favour the most bigoted pagan, and 
Jeaw: every where an impression favourahlc to Chris­
tianity. He could be familiar with a Brahmin, and 
still hold in utter abhorrence his detestable supersti­
tion. ~o for as he followed Christ, let his example 
lie imitated, and may my sun, like his, set cloudless 
and serene. 

November 18.-" Learning may give us infiuence; 
hut piety success. The cultivation of personal piety 
claims the first attention of the missionary. \Vithout 
it he may have the applause of men, but never the 
approbation of his Lord. 

" Decembci- l!).-Brother Fisk preached on deck 
from Isaiah xiv. 18. The day was delightful, and 
the attention much as usual. At four o'clock I read 
to the sailors, and questioned each of them with re­
gard to his hope of eternal life. No w1easiness or 
dissatisfaction was ohserved. Fow1d much advan­
tage in perusing ' Baxter's Saint's Rest.' Distinct 
views of heaven dillusevigour and fortitude into ewry 
employment, and conduct the soul in the path of 
safety and happiness. 

" January l, 1820.-A new year. The past we 
would review with gratitude and with humiliation. 
The future is all unknown. How suitable to suhmit 
all questions respecting it to our heavculy Father. 
He directs, we follow. As we know not the day of 
our death, the injunction is never to he forgotten, 
• watch and JJray.' If we ar,~ selected as the trophies 
of the king of terrors this year, may we die in the­
Lord, and may our works follow us." 
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\Yhile the vessel lay in the harbour of Mnlta, 
:Messrs. Parsons and Fisk had several very plea5ant 
interviews with the Bev. l\lr. Jowett, Rev. i\lr. \Yil­
liamson, and Dr. Naudi By these gentlemen our mis­
c'ionaries were treated with rrspect and true Chris­
tian kindness, and received much instruction. Be­
sides several valuable hooks presented to thrm, 
through the agency of the aho,·e named gentlemen, 
the Bible ~ociety at ;\1alta furnished our missionaries 
with a lihernl supply of (;reek and Italian Testa­
ments. In addition to all the other expressions of 
friendship and fraternal love, Messrs. Parsons and 
Fi5k wen~ urgently invited to spend some months at 
Malta. " After serious consideraf on," says Mr. 
Parsons, " it was thought best, w1less other 1;10tives 
present themseh-es, to proceed directly to Smyrna. 
'l'he Lord our (~od g·o with us, and make our ,my 
pleasant aud profitable." 

After arriYing at Smyrna, he wrote the following· 
!etter to his parents :-

" Asia, Sn~yrna, .Tanumy l:i, 1820. 
" i\1Y DEAR AND ~Il'cu BELO\'ED PAREKTs,-After 

l was stationed in Smyrna harbour, I made haste for 
the letter which my mother gave me, and broke the 
seal with an aching heart. I read and wept. lt was 
a long time before I coulcl recover myself so as to 
proceed. 0 how ~-rateful I must be for this cheerful 
surrender of a beloved son to the work of the Lord in 
a foreign land~ Had my parents been unwilling, my 
afttiction must have heen vastly increased. I know 
not how I snstained the trial of srparation. The 
whole is like a dream. As my day was, so was my 
strength. I hope that my parents will dismiss every 
anxit>ty with respect to me, awl rather rejoice that [ 
may convey to the heathen the \\'Ord of eternal life. 
The struggles which I have with my own heart are 
often ve1;y severe. But our ~'aviour resisted evrn 
unto bloo1. I find the nr'ccl of more exalted views of 
the atonement, more t 10 11der solicitude for the heathcu, 

0 
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more unshaken conlidP11cc iu thP ' grenl and prccion& 
promises.' :i\ly sonl somctinws fulloweth hard aHc1· 
Ood. l\'ly prayer often is, • Lord, show me !l1y 
glory,'-' :\lake all thy guorlncss to pas~ hcfore me.' H1· 
is the hest missionary \\'ho l-i10,,·s most of (~od; who 
cmmnunes most freci~ently with his high Captai11 a.ml 
Hedccmcr. \\'hen you com111c11d your ahsrnt ton to 
(,Oll, "·ill it not he your earnc~t request that he may 
he dca1l to the world, that Christ may be to him all 
and in all. I love to follow my parc~ts in all their 
various duties; going to the honse of God,-visiting­
thc sick arnl atiiictctl,-p11hlishi11g the great truths of 
sah·atio11 to siuncrs, aml comforting the 1woplc of 
( ~Oll. '.\lay your lives be spared for a long time yet 
to come, and many souls yet he c1mvertcd thron~h 
your payers and faithfulness. As l shall write again 
within a month, l close, con1111e1Hling my dear pan uts­
to all the consolations of the Spirit of God." 

A letter lo a female frirml in Wilmington, :;\Jass. 

" Asia, Sm.1Jl"1ia, Janum;lJ 19, 1820. 
" lVlY DEAR S1sTEH,-!s it true that 1 am in 

Smrrna, or is it a dream? Am I separated from my 
helovcd friends Jn, a distam:c of more than five thou­
sand miles, in a h;nd of Jlahometlans and of strangers ; 
writing on the spot where stood a Christian church 
in the days of the apostlrs; where have hcen re­
vivals, sermons, coufrrenccs, and prayer meetings; 
where have been disciplined for heavrn manr of the 
saints who now smTotrnd the throne of God? Y<'s it 
is true. Through the kind presen·alion of our hea­
,·cnly Father, we have crossed the mighty de"p, arnl 
are residing in safety in this interesting, yet dreary 
part of the world. 

" 011 our passage to Smyrna, what nn interesting 
portion of the world openc1l to our admiring curiosi­
ty'. These seas have hcen honoured with the presmce­
of Xerxes. Alexanrler, D1m10sthrncs, Socrates, nnrl 
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what is more, St. Paul. on his heaveuly mbsion of 
subduing the world to the Prince of Peace. As we 
passed we could point to the west, and say, ' Th<•rc 
the great Apostle of th~ Gc11tilcti, on :\Jars-hill, 1lr­
clarcd to the pagan Athenians the God Y,l10m thr·y 
ig-noranlly worshipped;' to the east, ' There the he­
loved disciple John was in the isle of Patmos for Uic 
testimony of .J csns ;' to th1(north,' Tim re St. Pan! and 
Silas sang praises to (~orl in the prison of Philippi;' 
to the north-Past, 'St. Paul lmerled down, and pray­
ed with them all, and they all wept sore.' But 1 
need not enlarge; may the Lord our ~avionr rrturn 
to bless ancl cousecratc this degenerate srction of our 
,rnrld. Hern may the Son of Davirl reig-11, anrl 1h,: 
holy angels unite again in the heavenly anthem, 
• Glory to God in the highest.'" 

A letter to his Mother. 

"Smyrna, .Tamtar.!J 20, 1820. 
":;\h lh.ut )loTHER,-1 fca!' that your anxiety 

for me has hccn great, and that my ahsencc has occa­
-sionrd many hours of pain and sorrow. Perhaps 
some morning, looking towards the rising snn, my 
mother has said, 0 where is LeYi '. Perhaps he is 
tossed hr the violence of the waves, or wanders an out­
cast upon some unfriendly shore; it may he he sleeps 
in death, to be seen no more until the sea give up het· 
<lead. ~ o, my mother, dry your tears, Levi yet lives. 
lt is he who now atldresscs you from the heathen 
,\·orld. Through the goodness of our blessed 1-h-• 
decmer, all is well ; all is prosperity. \V c must be 
hnmblc, for great arc the tender mercies of the Lord 
for us. 

"This is Saturday evening. In our retired little 
room we have had a precious season; we sang the 
:, 1st P,;alrn; prayed; confcss1·d om· faults one to an­
othrr; renewed our covenant to be devoted to our work, 
;wd then bowed the knee in prayer again. 0 how 
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rn1prcparcd fur this important station'. 0 how much 
l 1wctl ckarer views of the :::::aviour, more unshaken 
faith in the great and precious promises'. J t gives 
me great corn;olation to rcmemher that mr mothP.r 
prays for me everr day. You know not how mnth 
onr mission mar be atlYanced by interceding with him 
,rho hears prayer. I need many things, but espe­
cially luunility. This is the brightest ornament of a 
m1ss1mmry. Dr. Porter, with whom we resided while 
at .Amlon~r, said in a letter to us, • Your uscfulnes1', 
safety, aml happiness, dcpernl ah,;olntely upon living 
ucar to Gcd.' How valuable this instruction'. I 
would place it upon the first page of every hook which 
I read, repeat it the last thing· at night, and the first i11 
the morning. 

"Sabbath evening, Janua,"!I 30.-This is our first 
Sabbath in Asia; it has hcen a g·ood day; went to the 
house of God. • 1 was glad when they said unto me, 
lrt us go into the house of God." The Hev. :-llr. 
\Yilliamson preached from Psalm xxvii. 8. He 
:;aid the way to seek God was by devout secret prayer, 
by rcaLling the ~criptures seriously and constantly, 
and hy holy practice. It is good to hear of God, an<l 
to he exhort13d to seek him. I desire, I mourn, and 
yet I find not him whom my soul lovdh. Pray for 
me, my mother, that I may war a good warfare, and 
keep the faith. 

"I will mention a few verses which I often repeat. 

' In every joy that crowns my days, 
In every pain I bear, 

l\ly heart shall find delight in praise, 
Or seek relief in prayer. 

l\lust I be carried to the skies 
On flowery beds of ease, 

,vhile others fought to win the prize, 
And sail'd through bloody seas ? 

Sure I must fight, if I would reign ; 
Increase my courage Lord; 
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l'll Lear the toil, endure the pain, 
Supported by thy word. 

'\Vhen that illustrious day shall fr,c, 
And all the armies shine, 

In robes of victory throu(l"h the skies, 
The glo1y shall be thine.' 

]61 

" 1 oftrn rratl your lrtters; may I hope to reail 
,·,t.licrs? \\"rit~ faithfully; admonish me, anrl advise 
111!'. :\!av the Lonl onr (iod continue to comfort aml 
l1lcs.~ mr ,icar mother, and make her last days the most 
mefnl and happr. 

"() rnay we meet beyond the skies to part no more~ 
"Farewell, my beloved mother." 

A letter to his Father. 

"Sm.lJl'llll, Febrwn:IJ 1, 18:20. 
"~lY DEA.R FATHEH.-By obsen·ing- the countr}\ 

;i111l the customs of the people, I have seen illustrnted 
a numhcr of passages of Scripture; sec JcrPmiah xiii­
&c. The gra,·e-yards in this countr~· are of a dc1xk 
green. In the cfoarrst day there is dark11rss in the 
g-ran'-pml. On the mountain, a little distance from 
the city, I passed by mw of these large groves, nml 
conlrl not help cxclai111ing, ' This is the dark motm­
tain; this is the sharlow of death.' Sec Gen. xxiv. 
ll, anrl on; ' hr a well of water.' \Yhilc we were 
trnvclling in th·c fields, we came near to a well with 
a c11rb of white marble. Tim well was cfoqi, anrl 
then• was nothing- to draw with. Around the well 
were several trong-h5 of marhlc for camels to drink 
out of. \ V c sat down on the well, and spake of our 
Saviour's journey to Samaria. Also see E;,:ckiel 
ix. 2, ' ink-horn by his side.' It is the custom of a 
cr>rtain class of men to carry an ink-horn, (or an ink­
:,;land,) i11 a case ahout half a foot in length, and to 
place the case in their belt by t_,heir side. I have 

o2 
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seen a 1mmbcr of men thus walking· the streets will1 
an ink-horn hy their sides. 

" I think we may reside here with sat"cty, and we 
may do a little towards reviving the work of the 
Lord iu this city. So long as I can sec the ?ilorning 
.~·tar, all is safe and pleasant. But much of the time 
I sit i11 darkness. 

" I ,nmt to write to a nnmher of our frirnds i11 
Pittsfidd, but every moment of time is occnpied. 
How sweet w,-rc tl1osc seasons when we worshipped 
tqgcther. They will not forg-ct to pray for me. )f 
I ('allflol prcad1 to them, I can remernbcr them with 
a!lrction. ::\Jay the Lord our Sa dour bless his church 
in Pittsfield, and add to it daily of such as shall 1,e 
:-aver!. 

" I have 111any things to say, but must now defer 
them. The Lord be with you, my drar fathrr, to 
comfort., support, arnl bless you. In lwaven is no 
fan·,1·ell." 

.T ournal. " .Tanum:IJ ~2, 1820.-Our voyage to a 
h,•atlwn land is now closed, a11d our work has com­
mr11ccd upon missionary ground. \Y c have now th,\ 
prosprd of a n·tired aml pleasant hahitatio11. May 
it he in au eminent drc;rrr the habitation of holiness, 
the dwelling-place of the l\lost High. But how soon 
arc we reminded of the uncertainty of life! The 
pla.gne, that dreadful scourge, which sends vast mnl­
titncles in1 o eternity, is beginning to rage in this 
city. Perhaps our heavenly Father has directed us 
lwrc to die in a heathen land; and perhaps thousands 
mav fall at our ~ide, and no evil come near n~. As 
duty cvidrntly requires us to stay, it is pleasant to 
be hen1. I rejoice, yea, and I will rejoice, that God 
hath put it into my heart to rrgard the miserahlr 
hcatlwn. 0 may I lahour with diligence until my 
change come. 

" Januarg 25.-1 haYe been reflecting upon the 
necessity of improving every moment to the best a<l-



va11t.ag1·. Ld 111,: l,1'1:1' i11 n•1111•11d,ra11rn this fad, 
tlml. a 111st. l111ur 111/L)' i11dil'l·1·tly r11i11 a s1111I, 1·lll'cl, 1111' 
grnwt.11 of pidy, ;11111 i111:11r U1i: clispl1•as11r,, 111' ( !11cl. 
'1'111: ll'nrk 111' l'llll\'1•rt.i11:..;- 1111: w11rld is a gl'ml w11rl,; 
tlll'rt' an: hut. fow lal11,111'1:rs, a11cl wlt11lc: 11atio11s 11.1'1' 
µ;11i11;.;· cl11w11 l11 pc•rdili1111. .lc•s11~ \\'1'111. a.li1111t. d11i11µ, 
g1111d; s11 11111st all Iris fnll1111·c·rs. If 1·vi:ry l 'l1ristia11 
w1111ld i111pro\'c, leis tnl,·1il.s lo l11,~ llt'sl. (IUl'p11s,•, l111w 
11111d1 111iµ,lit. 111• d1111,· l'or 1111: sall·at.i1111 111' si1111c·1·s I 
• Lc·ad 1111• 11111. i11t11 l1·1111'tat i1111.' I lia1·i, t.l11111gl1t. 111111'lr 
111' llris ri•qnc·sl. i11 prayc·r. 'l'lrci 11111st. ltoly 111' tlr,: 
sai11t.s fall,-1.1,,: 11111st. 11·alclrf1rl arr: 1·11s1rarc·tl,-tl11: 
111osl. lwl11\'Pcl s11111cl.i1111•s 111:1:asi11u Ilic dl'c:111•:-,I. s111'1'0W 
a11d sl1a1uc·. 1!11I. ( !oil is ,L sum rnf"11g,•,-a11 ;\ l111i;.;l1t.y 
(;1•1:p,:1·. 11,: l,11111rs 1111r da11µ,c·r, a11d r,•111.-111111:rs tlial. 
\\'c: an• dust.. 'l'lr11s1: who Sl'••k lri111 (iucl lri111,-l.l111si: 
wlro l.rnsl. in lri111 111: will l,P1•p. ( l;u1 I li,LV•• s1wl1 ,L 
fril'11cl, s1wl1 a prol.1·c:lor, wliili: w:u11ll'riug as a 111.11d, 
a111011g- wol \'C"S? 

" J."dn·11111:11 (i.-ll,•111i111lc•cl of t.lii: 1'1'11111'~1. of /\1111•­
ric:a11 fri1·111ls 111 pr:i.y for tl1,·111 tl1i-; ltoly 11111rni11g. 
/\ 1. I It,: t.11 ro11,: 11f g rni:n wo arc rw,Lr; 1111 r clc·si l'I':-,, 

1111r s111-ro1rs, arrd onr joys arc: 11110. I lavi: hc•c•11 si•11-
sil,li, of t.111• \'alrtl' 111' 1·1111l.rilio11. 'l'ltis is a l'l·f11;.;1: 
fro111 t1:11q,t.al.io11; I.Im surm:n of all l.rno m111fort.; i.111• 
ph·tlg1: 111" 11sl'l'11l111:ss. 'l'l1is 11· .. .-k I 11r.Ly di,·. J\111 I 
wait.i11;.;- for 111y Loni? l>c:vot.i1111, dili;.;1·111:i: i11 h11si-
111•ss, ai11l wald1f11l11c:ss for 1111, s1111ls of 1111·11, an: 1111, 
1111ly µ.,o01l 1:vid,·11c:i:s of prc•parali1111. /\l't.,·r sp1•111li11P, 
a11 1111111' i11 prnyc:r for 1111: J\111lov,:r t.111•11111;.;it-al s,·111i-
11ary, a.1111 J\1111:rit:a.11 collc·g,·s :1.111l 11.cadP11ii,:s, w,•111. t.o 
t.hn l•:11glislr drap,•1; 1111• sc11111111 g-1111cl, t.lu: Sl'as1111 i11-
t.nn•:-,l.i11g: t.lrt: l.nrcl l111 prais,·,I. l.'r11111 l.11'011'd111:I, to 
11rrc:c• dc•v11l.,•1l 1111r t.i111n to U1a11ksµ,id11g fur t.111: n:­
p1:al.1·1l ki111h1PsS 11f(!od t.1111s tl11ri11g 111,r wl1oli: livt's. 
111 1111r lirst. pray,·r gav,· t.l1a11ks 1'11r Cl1rist.i,111 pan•1il.s, 
a Cir rist.ia11 ,·tlr wat.i1111, a Cir risl.ia11 lrop,:; for :,;111:,:,•:,;s i 11 
tlrn 111i11istry i11 /\1111•ri1·;1, for tlu: l,lnssi11gs 111" 1111r 
,·oyagc•, a111l for fric111ls i11 S111yrna. 111 t.hc s1~co11d, 
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for :-,o m1111crous a circle of Christia11 fricrnb i11 A11w ri. 
ca, fur the licnenilcnce of Chris!ians, for ilw m1mhcr 
of missimnries, for cunvnsions among the heathen." 

Iu the foreg·oing paragraph Jlr. Parsons cxprt'sscd 
his gratitude for friends in Smyrna. H was certain­
ly a signal smile of Providence that our missionaries 
wcrn so cordially recch·cd in a land of strangers; and 
that those who prolforcd their friendly assistance, 
m'vcr once withheld it. Among· the number of their 
friends \,•1ffc the Hev. :;\'lr Williamson, the English 
chaplain, who rccPivcd thmn as brethren in Christ ; 
~Ir. Lee, who olfored them the use of his valuahl'1 
lihrary; :\Ir. Werry, British consul; i\1r. Yanlennep, 
and several others whose friendship it was important 
and honourable to enjoy. 

Journal. "Febnw1-,y ,.-Concert day; set it apart 
for humiliation, fasting, and prayer. The fore­
noon, devoted to private examination, was profitable. 
'fhrce petitions were much on my mind. I. For a 
broken heart. Ciod dwells with the contrite spirit. 
Satan seeks in vain for admittance to so holy a place. 
Trials arc improved; crosses taken up with cheer­
fulness hy him who Io:.thcs himself, anrl Tcpents in 
rluf't and ashes. 2. For clearrr Yicws of the Divine 
g-lory. A missionarv should be enabled to say from 
his own experience, ' I know that my Hcdecmer 
Ii nth.' 0 that m~· soul mi~ht go out after God, and 
cry mip;htily for the manifestation of his presence'. 
0 that in tl1is l)iace I might every day rccei ve en-
1·,mrnµ;cmrnt and consolation. 3. For an affecting 
si>nsc of ihe dang·er of souls among the heathen. In 
this great city we may du good by prayer. God 
knows how to subdue this people to himself. \Vould 
not ~t. Paul, Wf'rc he here, find his spirit stirred 
within him? And \\·otdd not the Saviour weep as 
Im 11itl over .r ernsalcm ? Ardent piety raises the 
soul to heaven in t:iupplication." 
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Copy of a letter tu lwo ladies in Bostm1. 

" E-ymnw, Februa,y !J, 18~0. 
•· }h DE.lR S1sTERs,-At length I am in Symrua, 

in a litl!P retired room, pursuing studies preparatory 
to a mi~~ion to the Holy Land. Aftrr many years 
of anxious inquiry with regard to dutr, the desire 
of 111y heart has hccn hestowcd. 1 am on missionary 
ground among· thr hcathcu. Although the future is 
concealed i11 thick darkness, yet 1 cannot but rejoice 
that thefoundation may he laid for the salvation of 
sinners in this for distant section of our world. The 
fournlation is all which we may accomplish, hut the 
work will not cease until the lmilding is compleb·, 
and the top-stone laid with shoutings of grace, grace, 
1111to it. A Christian who possesses the smallest 
share of the spirit of primitive saints, must wef'p 
when he beholds this great city given to idolatry 
and to the power of a false prophet. The inhabi­
tants have been computf'd at one hundred and fifty 
thousand souls ; most of these arc dreaming of the 
srnsual paradise of :\lahonwt ! How fatal the dream! 
How cnrtain their destruction ! If Christians were 
as faithful, as holy, as zealous as they have engaged 
to he, ,nmlrl this great kingdom remain undisturbed? 
\Voulll St. Paul, were he to revisit his own mission­
ary ground, say nothing can be done-it is danger­
ous to oppose the progress of infidelity and of wick­
edness? 0 that the people, highly favoured of God, 
would not dispute upon the duty of sending the word 
of life to the heathen, w1til generation after genera­
tion pass to the grave, and with the rich man lift up 
their eyes being in torment:" 

In one of his short tonrs into the country, 1\Ir. Par­
sons visit<'rl a Greek church. He givrs tl{e following 
Llescription of it:-" The huilding- is of stone, en­
closed hy a high wall at a distance from the church. 
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Every thing ,rithin the e11elusnrt' ,,·as nrra11gcrl in 
tl1<' 1watcst onlr•r. There were ~evernl small houses 
for the priPsts on the lPft as WP I'll tr rell, and a large 
rcs,~rrnir of wat,,r with tbh iu it. Fin priests ac­
c:n11panied ns into the dmrd1. and with a :-mile hade 
us welcomP. Lamps werf' lmrninp; i11 every quarter. 
'!'Ji,, room for di.·inc serYicc is not larg·(', without seats 
or pews. The pulpit is i11 Hir. ~Im.pr o'f a barrel, qnite 
•'lP,·at.cd an:l v.•1T small. The altar is concealed from 
the vi,)w of the ~sscmhh· Jiy a veil. \Ye entered the 
hoh· of holies, where ti11\ ;acramrnt is administrrPrl. 
Up~m thr ta.hie lay a Bible coyprf'd with a while 
doth; there were pictures on every i-idc. In front of 
the altar wPrc l\rn caudlrs, ahout four inches in dia­
rnrter." HaYing- given the priest !'.-Orne tracts in mo-
1forn C:-reek, arnl •ixainined a fe\\· manuscripts, our 
mi-;;:ionaries rlepartPd. Perhaps tl!f' house just de­
:-erihed was a tolerable ;:pecilll('II of the Greek houses 
of worship . 

.Tonrnal-•· Fcbrua1;1J 18.-0f late God has been 
wr~· _1;rneious to me. E:easm,~ for reading the Bible 
and for prayer have been unusnallr rdreshing. It 
i 'i g-oo,l to hr here for the purpose of prnying· for this 
great city and for this g-reat empire. \Yithin half 
an hour's "·alk are nearh· two hundred thousand 
souls. \Yhi)P rrwli11g t11c' Bihlc this morni11g, this 
passage arrested mr attention, ' His commandments 
arr not c:ricYOU'-.' The missionarv under the scvrr­
c~t afrliction, the martyr at the stake, can say, ' His 
commandments are not g-rievous.' 

" Frich~IJ, Februa1;1J 'tJ.--Set apart this day for lm­
miliation, fa'iting, and prayer. The following- s11b­
jeets arc much on my mind. 'l'he rewalccl will of 
(~od with rrsprct to thr continuance and iutlnencc of 
false rf'ligiou a111l iulitlelity. The hest method of as­
ccrtainin_e; the incrcase or decay of pict.y in my own 
heart. 'fhe views of inspired men respecting days 
of fasting. 
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" Upon the first particula:· I have r:'C{ nlly rPad, 
with mueh interest, Hr. ~cott's ohsern1tiuns. The 
time uf sla~·ing the wituesseti is not )·et arrh·e11, th" 
st'l'nu1ts of Goll still prophecy in sackcloth, the days 
of their mourning arc continm·d. Admit this opi­
nion, and what occasion to rejoice ,rith trembling'. 
The contest ma:; he sharp and overwhelming, hut the 
rf'snlt may he comfortiu([ to the saints, and fatal to 
the cause· of infidelity ainl paganism. The present 
hrnevoleut eJ!orts will greatly increa~r; revivals \\"ill 

he po\\·erfnl aml multiplir>tl, and the Holr fcripturp,.; 
will be extcnsiveh· di!ii:sed; iutidelih· and error. 
perceiving the rxt;·emity of tlwir cam:"P, may a:·i~c· 
with the rage of despair, la:,- ,raste the dmrch of 
(;od, and trinmph in the g-Ioryoftheirsucec~s.~' 'llw 
time will he t-hort, thr \\·itncsses \\·ill ri~e, r.ml the 
whole world ,·idd to the dominion of Jesus. \Yitli 
r:od there is iig-ht, and i11 him is no darkness at all. 
0 that I might\it at his feet, and heholrl him as the 
God of providenc.:, can•~·ing into exPcution his un­
changeable pnrposc>,-vi,-iting a wiekc>d world with 
fearful judgment, aml yet keeping his chilciren as iu 
the hollow of his hand. 

" Hok men of old fasted. David, after his fall, 
fasted, a~d went and lay all night on the grmmrl. ,JP­

hosaphat, when a great army came against the nation, 
proclaimed a fast thronghout all J 11dah, and all .I udah 
stood still and saw the salvation of (;rn\. '2 Chron. 
xx. 3. Ezrafusted at the riwr AhaYa ,yhen on his 
,my from l~ah)·!on to J ernsalem, and the Lord was 
entreated of him. Ezra Yiii. Estlwr appointed afast 
whrn she somd1t the sah-ation of her nation. Est. iv. 
Nrhrrniahfi,;tecl when he 1lesigned to huild ihe \\'alls 
of .J emsalem. i\' chem. i. 11. Daniel was motuning· 
and fasting three foll wreks, whe11 he sought to nn­
derstaml the vision. Daniel x. 3. Corn<'lius was 
fasting when the ang·el asrnreu him that his prayers 

"" See J\ppcndix. 
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,mJ alms were had in rcmemhrnncc before God. Or­
dinations were performed with fasting·s. Acts xiv. 
:23. St. Paul says of himself, ' in fosting·s often.' 
Fasting is a Di \'inc institution. If Daniel, Ezra, and 
Nehemiah prarccl and fasted for the prosperity of.Je­
rusalem, ought not we who arc much more fee\.Jlc and 
much more ignorant? 0 may the spirit of Daniel 
rest upon, and make this clay profitable to our souls'. 

" Third. Dcckusion or progress in grace may I.Jc 
ascertai1wd, perhaps, \.Jy an examination ufthe follow­
ing questions :-

' 1. Do you love to read the Scriptures because 
they arc pure,-hecau~e they speak of God? 

• 2. Do you feel uneasiness and guilt when secret 
prayer isfornwl '.l 

' 3. Are you as much afraid of secret as of public 
offences? 

' ,i. Can you receive a reproof with patience, and 
love the repronr for his faithfulness? 

• r;. With regard to the continuance of life, and 
with regard to the attainment of any earthly hlcssing, 
can you say, ' Father, thy will he done?' 

" Head our Saviour's address to the twelve apostles, 
awl implored a blessing upon the design of visiting 
Jerusalem. 

" Februar!J 27.-The Lord's Day. I have been 
contemplating upon the blessedness of heaven. There 
will be no anxiety, no darkness, no temptation, 110 

conflicts, no pride, no negligPnce, 110 weeping·, to in­
terrupt the joys of the heavenly world. The mind 
will be ever serene, active, lmrnhle, and fen·cnt. 
There will be an existence without a 1.Jlernish ; a sea 
without a wan. Light without darkness, or a \.Jurn­
ing sun. Activity without ambition; honour with­
out pride ; devotion without weariness. Discoveries 
of Christ without a veil. A throne without a rh·al; 
a crown of glory which fadeth not away. A sceptre 
of righteousness; garments of sal\'ation ; the society 
of prophets, apostles, and martyrs. Ant.hems of un-
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ceasing prabe, saying,' \Yorthy is the Lamh Omt was 
slain to receive riches, and glory, and hfossing.' 0 is 
it not better to depart and be with Christ ; to rest 
from all toil and sutforing, than to remain a weary 
pilgrim in this dark and wicked world'. For the 
ensuing "·eek the following passage of Scripture is 
selected : ' Fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.' " 

Throng;h the instnunrntality of the Hcv. 1'fr.\Yil­
liamsun, and Messrs. Parsons and Fisk, a Bihlc So­
ciety was formed i11 f:mrrna, 011 the 2d of ~larch, 
1820. " This small beginning," says :Mr. Parsons, 
" demands gratitude aud thanksgiving." 1 know 
little of the history of the institution. It has doubt­
less clone some good alrcadr; and should Smyrna 
escape the ravages of war, and should Divine Provi­
dence smile upon this, as upon many kincln•d asso­
ciations, it will, located in one of the most interesting 
places in all wrstern Asia, he ' as life from the dead' 
to many who arc sitting in darkness . 

.Journal-" -;,.,rarch 4,.-Hose carh·, and was re­
freshed hy the morning deyotions. • i\ly desires to 
God for our mission arc, that we might look steadily 
to the throne of grace, and feel our weaknrss and our 
strength. These se?,sons of retirement arc precious. 
My soul doth magnify the Lord. In our united 
prayers we pleaded for a spiritual mind, and for the 
prevalence of a spi l"itual religion. l\Iay we have the 
witness in ourselves that "·c please God. 

" Sabbath Jforning, ;.l;arclt .S.-Still surroumlecl 
with the Divine goodness, and a partaker of the rich­
est spiritual blessings. My tabernacle is in the 
flesh, my life a pilg-rimagr, my support faith, which 
is ' the evidence of things not seen.' So special and 
peculiar arc the mercies of the Lord to me, I will 
speak of them in my conversation, in my letters, in 
my journal, and in my prayers. This day let me 
seek the spirit of heaven. Evening.-'fhe services 

l' 
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of pnl,Jic worship were interesting. It is a joyful 
sound to hear of .J esns. For this week l select as a 
suhject of meditation the dying prayer of our Savi­
onr, ' Father, forgive them, for they kuow not what 
they do.' \Yhcn contemplating the lilindness and 
guilt of the Jews, 1 would plead, • Father, forgive 
them.' 

" Jlarch G.-Concert ,lay. Set it apart for fasting 
and prayer; anrl it has licen a memorahle clay. After 
reading a chaptPr in Baxter, was much distressed i11 
view of my nnfaithfnhH'~s to my own dear brother,;, 
and my numerous friewls. (~od enabled me to plead 
for forgiveness with unusual fervency. I belieYe 
that the Holy Spirit made intercession for me. I was 
enabled likewise to pray for Zion, for ministers, 
churches, colleges, he11e-vole11t societies, and for mis­
sionaries, with unusual importlmity. 

" One thing is peculiar; as my spiritual enjoy­
ment increases, my desire to live and to save si1111ers 
increases. I love to lay plans for usefulness for years 
to come. I find great delight in the prospect of use­
fulness in Judea, and at Scio, anrl in the hope of lay­
ing the fonnclation for the salvation of sinners when 
we arc clead. If it be the will of God, 1 desire to 
visit America after the object of our tour shall in 
some measure he accomplished; not so much to see 
my friends, as to promote rcyh·als of religiou, and to 
extend the kingdom of Christ. If this be not tlw will 
of God, I often inr1uire, why thrsc eamest desires? 
But this is not an infallible proof. God's wars arc in 
the great deep. 

" .i.llarclt 11.-'.\'hat direction must he g-iven to a 
stupid Cnristian? i\lust he he directed to reatl the 
Bible? It is to him without interest, without mean­
ing. Must he enter his closet? 'fhe closet is dark, 
he cannot pray, his heart is hard, his affoctions lau-­
guid, his desires sensual. \Vhat then can be done? 
Let him stand like the hlinrl man begging. Let him 
cry clay and night, • Lord have mercy upon me.' Is 
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Iii~ ~!upidity great? His danger is great, and his 
,wcrl of immediate assistance g-reat. A stupid Chris­
tian is the last person to be nualannecl. • l-1 im that 
on-rcometh will I make a 1iillar in the temple of 111y 
(~otl.' " 

"·e insert tJu, following- rlescription of the ma1111er 
in which Jlr. Parsons foumi public worship conduct. 
r·cl in the Greek church among- the Jews, arnl the Ca-­
tholics, which cannot foil tu interest the reader:-

" Jiarch ?2 .. -Accompanierl Joan to thc Greek 
church. Pravers had commencecl. A few individuals 
were reading prayers aloud; the assembly crossing 
the111seh-es, ancl bowing and kneeling without cessa­
tion. The archhishop and bishop stood near to thc 
n-aders, dressecl in black crape, ,dth long- and vene­
rable hearcls, crossing thcmsrlves with the assembly. 
There were frequent instances of prostration. Seve­
ral indh·iduals, after crossing themselves, howcd the 
knee, and thrn the head, quite to the floor. This ce­
remony was performed eig-ht or ten times in succcs­
,;ion. Ahont the middle of the service, a pri"st with 
a small vend of incense went iu!o <'Very part of the 
house, and filled the place with perfume. After 
ahout one hour, seYcral priests enterecl chanti11g, anrl 
then the assemhly was dismiss<'fl The children flock­
ed aro,md the archbishop, antl performed the religi­
ous ceremony of kissing his hancl. After the priests 
had retired, part of the assemhlr remained, bowing, 
kissing the pictures, and pcrformiug other u111nca11-
i11g ceremonies. There were many pictures i11 tl1e 
house, but no images. The liuiluing is of stone, uot 
large, "·ith a gallery opposit" the pulpit for the use 
of the "·omen. 

" Jlm·ch ?;i.-An age1l .T cw came near to 0111· 

room for the pnqmse of conducting us to the syua­
gol?;ue. Service had co1111ncnc<'d. A young J cw, 
Abraham, conrlucterl us into the place of worship. 
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The chief priest was standing upon a platform rais­
ed about six feet above the floor, surrounded by te11 
or fiftern of the principal Jews, and engaged in au 
energetic discourse. \\'hen Abraham introduced us, 
the chief Habbi inquired who we were? Abraham 
replied, two American priests, who were i11troduced 
to the house of l\Ir. Vanlenncp. '1 he Habhi then 
bade us welcome, and proceeded in his discourse. He 
is a large man, of clark complexion, with a loug ve­
nerable heard. He continued his discC1urse about half 
an hour after we entered. The people frequently as­
sented, with an audible voice, to the sentiments of the 
speaker; and during the discourse there was a fixed 
attention. The assembly consisted of about .ti00 men; 
no women present. Atler the Habbi had concluded 
his speech, the assemhly, one by one, ascended the 
platform and kissed his hand; and then preparation 
was made for prayers. Each individual was fur­
nished with a large camel's hair shawl, for the pur­
pose of covering the head. They began their sup­
plication hy chanting, aud by introducing the holy 
commandments, which were read with a loud voice, 
the proplc responding at regular inten·als. At the 
close there was perfect silence, and the people stood 
and bowed again and ap;ain, acknowledging their re­
verence for the faith which they ha<l heard. There 
were a number of beautiful children present, who 
might be taught the way of holiness. After service, 
shook hands with the Hahbi, and departed. 0 how 
much to be pitied are this unhappy people~ The 
veil is yet upon their heart. But in the fulness of 
time they will be g-raftcd into their own olive. 

" i\fa1·ch 31.-At 3 o'clock attended sen·ice in the 
imperial church. It is holy Friday. ~oon after I 
entered, the priests and children around the altar be­
gan to chant prayers in the Latin language, ,mrl con­
ti11ued without cessation an hour and a half. The 
paintings on the side of the church were covered 
with black crape, and twenty or thirty tapers were 
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burning at the altar, which were extinguished one by 
urn, at tlitforent periods of the service. At the close 
uf the prayers a company of boys, with little machines 
prepared for the purpose, raised a furious buzzing. 
At the same lime others were striking upon the scats 
with canes. In a few moments a priest sprung for­
ward, and with a large cane aimed a blow at the 
boys, ,mtl drove them from the house. As the boyt< 
left the church, they raised again a loud buzzing, hy 
whirling a little wheel in the machine against a 
snapper. Then the priest, who was to be the preacher, 
dressed with a large honwly great-coat, and girded 
with a conl, ascenderl the pulpit. His sermon was 
rleli ,·erell in the Italian langnag;e. About five mi­
nutes after the discourse commenced, a large black 
cmss was hroag-J1t into the church, and placed hy the 
altar. After a fow minutes, the cross was taken from 
the church. The di5course was n:specting J mlas and 
the crucifixion. The preacher spake in a mourning 
WC'eping- tone, often exclaiming, ' 0 .Juda, 0 Juda, 
ungrateful wretch! 0 perfidious Jews ! 1' ot Christ 
hut Barabbas ; now Uarahbas was a robber and an 
a,sassin. The,, cried, crucifr him! crucifr him!' 
Toward the clo;e of the senuo~ an ima~c of 'the Sa­
viour on the cross, ahout one foot in lr1{gth, with the 
app<'arancc of blood running· from his hands and side, 
was brought into the church and carried to the pulpit, 
The priC"st held it up to the view of the assembly, 
made bitter mournings he fore it, and after kissing its 
feet, it was taken away, and the sermon closed. After 
this, the ~erYice was Yerr extraonli1mry. A multi­
tude of candles were ligli°tcd in ditfort>nt parts of the 
house. The hishop, priests, ancl children, who at­
tended at the altar, rrtircd. Soon a grand procession, 
consisting of about two hundred people, entered, hear­
ing lanterns, paintings, and images. The first paint­
ing, carried by a man whose face and head were co­
ve'i·ed, rnpres.enterl the Saviour hearing his cross. 
The second carried hy a man with his head and face 

P2 
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co11ce11.led, rcprcscntr•1l the ~aviour on the cross. The 
third rcprcsc11ted the ~avionr taken down and pre­
pared for interme11t. The fourth was a canopy of red 
t-ilk, cxtl'llfled hy four pillars, supported by four indi­
viduals, nml"r which walked the bishop, having- a 
vessel, dnsig-ned probably to keep the sacramental 
hrca:1. As the paintings passed, the people appeared 
eutlmsiastic, and crowdPcl forward either to kiss or 
touch the sacred representations; and many bo,,·cd 
aml kissed the sacred garment of the bishop. After 
this \\'e rcti red, satiated with such unmeaning cere­
monies." 

\\'hen tlrn spirit of piety is departed from a peo­
ple, the hcantifol simplicit~· of Christian \\'orship is 
Jo,.;t; and thP lamentable cldicienc~· is often supplied 
In- chilrli~h onrnnw11ts aml useless ceremonies. \Vho 
can rc,vl the foregoing notices of the manner in \\'hich 
puhlic \\'Ol'Ship is conuncted hy Catholics, r:rceks, 
awl Jews, \\'ithout ,vccping m·cr their blindness, and 
degradation? Surely the veil is upon the heart of 
Christians as we 11 as .J cws. But the ( ~reeks, however 
degrwlcd, arc willi11g- to n,ccivc the ~criptures. \\~ho 
then, in this favoured land, where the Sun of Hig·ht-
1·ousness shines with unclondcd splenrlour, will refuse 
his charities or his prarers for the inhabitants of 
those countrirs from which originally we received 
the Gospel ? 

Joumal. " Sabbath fl.-

• The Spirit, like a peaceful dove, 
Flies from the realms of noise and strife.' 

" Such is thr tumult of the minds of mauv Chris­
tians, that the Holy Spirit cannot ahide with them. 
Tlwy seek anrl strng-gle without once suspecting the 
cause of their spiritual barrenness. The room for 
the Holy ~pirit ic; not prepared and purifif>d; thcrP 
is no expanding of the soul to receive his sacred 
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breathings. Usually there is much preparation in 
the mind before a special refreshing from on high. 
As it was with the Apostles, so it is with Christians 
when the Spirit moves upon the waters. All dissen­
sion, jealousy, and ambition arc subdued. Every 
mind is tuned to the same string; every voice joins 
harmoniously in the same song of praise ; the same 
desires aml hopes are lighted up in the soul. All 
,rnit, hope, pray, rejoice, confess, as by the same Di­
vine impression. Then enters the hca,·cnly Com­
forter, takes up his abode in the soul, and cherishes 
every languid g-raee." 

In his journal of the same date arc the following 
devotional rellections :-" Have been rctlrcting upon 

, the <lifliculties attending benernlrnt operations in 
Turkey. The enemy is strong and well fortified. 
Power is given to the False Prophet to make war 
with the saints. Christianity has degenerated into 
forms and ceremonies. The Holy Spirit has departed 
from these once sacred abodes of undefiled religion. 
\\'hat are u·e in such an empire? \\"hat is our 
strength before leviathan ? But in view of all these 
uUlicultirs, God has enabled me to say, with some 
co11l~c_!IC:c,__' __ co1~,zuest 01: death.' I have enlisted into 
dangerous service of my own accord, in preference 
to many interesting solicitations. \\'oe is me if I 
ever leave this sacred callin~; if I do not consecrate 

1 
every faculty to my high pi·ofession. Ever may it 

' he the languge of my heart, ' conquest or death.' 
April ~8.-ln the ninth chapter of .Joshua two facts 

excited my attention. One is, .Joshua made peace 
with thr Gihconites without asking cmmsel of the 
Lord. For this reason he was ensnared and over­
come. Let me receive the instruction which it in­
culcates, and never lay any plan, nor engage in any 
.. nterprize, without previous prayer an<l humiliation 
hefore Go<l. The other is, the sacred nature of a 
covenant. Israel would not destroy the Gibeonitcs, 
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for I.her feared the Loni, and said, ' Lest wrath 
come upon tb.' This fear should exist in every 
breast. 1 will nut do thi~ or that, for 1 fear lhc 
Lord. I will uot go with this company ,-I will not 
follow such a custom, for ii will rlisplease the Lord. 
I will esteem it the highest attainment to he able 
,tlwa_lJS to please lh:) Lord. 

" .April :30.-Havc rca-l this morning U1J history 
of (~illco11, recorded in Jrnlgcs, ,dth unusual interest. 
At tirst he was an ohscme man. The Lord called 
hi111 to he a guide to his people. His faith was 
strong; his zeal ardent; hb success remarkable. But 
he 1li1l not linish his work wilh all this glory; he is 
tempted, and yields to the temptation. Israel is se­
duced; God is dishonoured; Zion is laid waste, aml 
Gideon descends to the grn,·c with sorrow. \Ye may 
learn from this, that goo:l men arc not safe W1less 
upheld by an Almighty arm. 

" May LL-This is the first dar of ;\fay with.the 
Greeks (old style,) and a priest called for the pnrpose 
of lJlcssing the house. Wilh a !Jowl of holy waler he 
sprinkled lhe dilforcnt rooms, put a sponge of water 
to the lady's forehead, performed many ceremonies 
over the child, then crosscrl himself many times, and 
~aid in Greek, ' God be merciful-God be merciful.' 
During the Yoyagc, and since our arrival, I lrnvc 
found hut few opportunities for retirement. This 
is a great altliction, as there is danger of losing more 
in one week than can he gained in a month. There is 
much implied in our Saviour's injunction, • \\lrnt I 
:my unto you, 1 say unto all, watch.' 

" Jfoy 18.-\Yc witnessed this afternoon a most 
affocting spectacle; a man, by the name of Thomas 
Pewctt, recently a sailor in the British service, llO\Y 

hy profession a ~Iahomelan About three weeks since 
he ld"t the vessel lo which he belonged, and oliered 
himself lo the goycrnment of Smyrna to lJe made a 
Turk. The circmnstances he related to us with 
much solicitude, and deep regi-el. He said, I had no 
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thought of be1.:omi11g a 'l'urk till that day. I had 
beeu drinking, and two of us agreed to lf•ave the 
British service, and change our religion. \Ye went 
to the Turkish officers, and just as we were upon the 
point of taking the vow, my companion left me; hut 
I was determined not to yield. I declared my in­
tention. A few sentences were then read to me in 
the Turkish language, to which I assented. l\Iy dress 
was changed, and I "·as pronow1ced a Turk. After 
this I saw my error, and endeavoured to escape; but 
my plan was discovered, and I ,rns thrown into 
prison. From thence I was sent to this island. 1 
am now destitute,-have no friends, and no home. 
Have you a wife? ' Yes, and one child and a mother; 
and I fear my conduct will occasion their death.' 
Do you believe in Mahomet? ' No, I do not; I he­
lien that Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world.' 
But vou have denied him? • Yes, i11 words, but not 
in niv mind.' You must recollect that those who 
deny him before men will be denied hy him in the 
day of judgment. He seemed anxious to know: ,dmt 
to do. \\re told him that his situation was awful. 
\Ye feel for you, but we cannot help you. \"our sin 
is great; your danger is great. You must fly to the 
Saviour of sinners ; you must repent of this your 
wickedness. Pos~ibly the thoughts of your heart 
may be forgiven. 'l'o be despised of men is com­
paratively a f-mall thing, but to be rejected in the 
great day will be an awful event. After considerable 
serious com·ersation he left us. The season was so­
lemn. \\re beheld a man educated in the Christian 
religion, but one who had publicly denied the Lord 
that bought him ; a man despised by Christians and 
intidels,-wretched in his life, with the fearful pro­
spect of eternal perdition. \Ye cry unto God for 
him. 'fhe mercy of God is everlasting." 

It had occurred to the missionaries, that while c11-

i:aged in the acquisition of modern Greek, they might 
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rentl.er essential service to the kingdom of Christ hy 
printing and circulating religions tracts in that lan­
g-uagc. Accordingly, they obtained permission to 
print at the collf,ge press. This scrviec appeared 
~o important, and the Divine approbation so neces­
sary, that the missionaries made their incipient ef­
forts a subject of special prayer. In his journal for 
.Tune 17, Mr. Parsons says, " \Ve set apart the day 
for the cultivation of our ow11 hearts; especially to 
implore a blessing upon the religious tract which 
we haYc now i11 the press. By the smiles of Provi­
rlcncc we rnay do some gootl. to Zion, while prepar­
ing for more extensiYc usefulness." 

" June :U.-Dcvoted this day to priYatc fasting 
and prayer in view of onr numerous plans of doing 
good. ' Except the Lord build the house, they la­
hour in Yai11 who builrl it.' Have been reflecting 
with mmsual intere~t 011 the subject of redemption. 
How much it implies'. In the first place place, all 
the interesting antl. astoni~hing events relating to the 
coming of the Lord Jesus into the world; his humi­
lity, compas~ion, sutforings, crucifixion, rcsunection, 
ascP11sion, intercession, second coming, and eternal 
glory. In consequence of the work of redemption, 
man is sparcd,-justice suspmdcd,-the Holy Spirit 
descends,-thc heart is rcnewed,-thc soul is puri­
ficd,-heavcn heg-ins hclo\\',-dcath is spoiled of his 
stiug·,-begg-ars arc raiserl to a throne,-and a multi­
tmlc arc redeemed which no man can number. How 
manv sinners haye been sanctified and saved since 
Eno~h walked \\'ith God'. \\rhat a multitude now 
surround the throne'. .Not one profane person,-not 
one infidcl,-not one unbclieYer, in that blessed so­
ciety! l\Jay I he found with Christ, when he cometh 
with ten thousand of his saints. 

"Sabbath, Ju(IJ 9.-At an early hour went to the 
Greek church to witness the ceremonies of morning 
prayers. Nearly an humlTed people were present. 
Two persons were reading or singing the service 
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The assernlily crosse1l them:;cln:;;, and often said, 
• Gotl he merciful.' ~oon the priest made hi:; appear­
ance, dressed in \\'hite, with bushy locks and long· 
beard. He read a little from the •Collect,' then till(•ll 
the house with i11cense; thcu brought forward two folio 
volumes, and placed one in the men's, the other in the 
women's department, that the people one hy one might 
come fonrnnl and kiss the hooks. After this the corn­
mnnion was celebratetl. But a few families came to 
the communion, as those only can come who haYc 
fasted two weeks, and rnacle c~ufession to the priests. 
The clrments were brought forward in a small sih-cr 
cup, covered with richly ornamented cloth. Each 
commw1icant came forward, ho wed himself to the floor, 
and kissrd the priest's hand. After this, putting· a 
cloth, which wascomiected with the cup, wuler his chiu, 
to prevent any of the sacred wine from falling to the 
floor, he received the sacrament from a spoon lie Id hy 
the priest. Parents brought their little childrcu, aml 
ohliged them to rrccive the sacrament. 

" A pious man is a useful man. A spirit of prayer 
has power ·with God; it may dispense blessings over 
the "·hole hahitahle world, and hring to repentance a 
multitude, which no man can number. Suppose that 
an infirm retirerl Christian possessPs faith in prayH, 
and spends most of his time in intercession at the 
throne of grace. He prays for individuals, for familirs, 
for schools, for nations, for the world. The Lonl 
hears, individuals arc converted, familirs become 
pions, churches arc enlarged, nations arc blessed with 
the light of Divi1w tmth. It is lwttrr to he pious than 
to be great; helter to pra_y infaith, than to have the gift 
of tongues, or the nnderstanding· of an angel. Pray(ff 
is a mighty weapon. It must lie more in use befor<: 
the nations submit to Jesus. 'fhc Lord grant that 
the wrapons of our ,rnrfore rnay he spiritual. 

"Jul.Y 18.-My hirth day." Referring to his mis­
~ion, he says, " :Most cheerfully do I embark my all 
in this warfare. 'fhis morning I have been enabled 
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to say, in view uf all future event.,:, ' Father, as thou 
wilt.' i\Iy sonl sickens at the mention uf earthly 
joys. I tlo not long so much tu drpart from the world, 
as to live profitably in it; not so much to see the Saviour 
in heaven, as to sec him on earth. I "·onld see a 
society on earth resembling the society of heaven. 
I would witness nations laying their glory at thy 
feet, 0 Immanuel'. 

".Tu~IJ 25.-Thcre arc t"·o facts which illustrate 
passages of Scripture; onr is, in this country the roofa 
of houses arc flat, and enclosed hr a firw wall of con­
siderahlc height. Peter went to the house-top to pray. 
The other is, tlwrc arc stairs on th•· out-side of houses, 
so that a person mar asccntl and drscend without going 
into the house. The command of Christ was, 'Let 
him which is on the house-top not come down to take 
any thing out uf his house.'" 

Extract of a letter to myself. 

" Scio, ( .rlrcl1ipelago,) Sept. 20, ] 820. 
" :\lY DEAR BRoTJIER,-1 cannot refresh your 

heart with a list of converts, with an account of the 
extension of the kingdom of grace. Sometimes I hid 
a fang farewell to such seasons as I enjoyed in Lewis, 
and in Troy, and rmlcavour to prepare my mind for 
solitude and silence. But still hope lurks arow1d 
the heart, antl the precious promises arc an unfailing 
prop. It is one thing, my brother, to look at mis­
sions to the heathen from a Christian society, but it 
is quite another to submit to the hardships, and to 
hear the burdens of such a work. Of all persons he 
is the most miserable who learns too late that he is 
not a missionary at heart. In America there is a 
charm connected with the cause of missions; but 
among the heathen this charm is gone, and the soul 
seeks some other support in the hour of despondency. 
A firm and unshaken conviction in this tmth, that 
the kingdom under the whflle hea,·en is to be given 
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to Christ, and that 110 ditticull il's of :ttl\" himl can for 
a moment retard the work of inlinitl: grace, is the 
oulv rest for one \\'ho is h,mished from his conntn, 
anrl frirnds. I say not this as a discouragement. 
Far from it. l trust that it will rvrr he a source of 
unfailing satisfaction that I rntcrrrl into this field, so 
important to the souls of men." 

Extracts from a letter to the Hev. EusnA lALE, of 
Johnslom1, X. Y. 

•; Scio. ( Arcltipclago,) Sept. 30, 18'20. 
" DEAR BR0T11En,-ls it not a fact that blessings 

have been multiplied at home, in some measure 'a:-: 
Christians have laboured to senrl them abroad.? For 
years past. slothful11css had heen the prcrniling fault 
in the American churches, and in consequence of this 
infidelity had assumed an alarming aspect. But since 
Christians arc extending their charity and their 
prayers to a u·orld that lieth in wickedness, TRUTH 

has advanced with a raphl and irrcsistihle progre:-s. 
\Yhat reason for gratitude that so larF,c a proportiou 
of the professrd people of Go(l have taken the alarm, 
and arc aiding fonrard, hy every landahle exertion, 
the work of evangelizing the world'. 

" \Ye han visited six monasteries in ditfrrent 
parts of the island, in all of which are ahont seven 
hundred smtls tlerntcd to a monastic Ii fe. In each 
monastery we have left two copies of the ~ cw Tes­
tament, in the common dialect, and a considerable 
quantity of religious tracts. This day \\"C Yisitetl a 
monastery, about six miles distant, and left one hun­
dred and twch-c tracts, and two Testaments. 'fhe 
president of the monastery informed us that there 
were three hundred and eighty monks, including 
forty priests, now residing- there, but only one hun­
dred. were able to read thci r own language \,Ye 
dill hope to find. much more information prevailing 

Q. 
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among that class of people which rciire from the 
worltl to enjoy their religion. 

" The principal profossor of the college iu this 
city has greatly assisted us in our dcsig11s of beue­
volc11ce. \Yhc11 we distrihuted tracts among five 
or six hundred youth, he gave a serious exhortation 
to each class, aml nrgcd the importance of an atten­
tive perusal. ' This littlr book,' said he, ' relates 
to the blessed gospel, and is worthy of most serious 
attention. You must read it frequrntly, and under­
stand as you read.' At the close, after all the scholars 
ha(l received a tract, the professor exclaimed, with 
much animation,' Glor;y to Ch,·ist.' \Vhat, my brother, 
is the meaning of this? 

" Several priests have been to our room, and pur­
chased of us Greek Testamcllts. The joy which 
they expressed 011 the reception of this treasure was 
truly encouraging. This inquiry for the Holy ~crip­
turcs may lead to the commencement of a glorious 
revival of pure religion." 

Journal. " October 1'1-.-This has been a joyful 
day. \Ve have distrihutc<l three hm1drcd copies of 
a religious tract, called ' The Fml ef Time.' It was 
translated from an Eng-lish tract which has been 
extensively circulated iu America. \Ve brought 
with us from Smyrna a few copies in (;reek, and 
thought it duty to publish a second edition. \Ye 
have now !i000 copies of this ~olcmn exhortation to 
prepare to meet our God. These tracts p;ivcu to five 
t.housaml sonls may raise a multiturlc to the heavenly 
world. \Ve shall not ]mow, in this life, what good 
is accomplished; but when God makes up his last 
accom1t,-whe11 the great system of means is un­
folded to the view of an assembled universe, then it. 
may appear that this tract was a preacher of right­
eousness, and mighty through God to the pulliug 
<lown of the strong holds of Eatan's kingdom. It is 
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a blesst'cl pl'omise, that the "·ord of Gotl shall not rr­
tnrn void. ,Yhilc we ,veep over the 1uins which 
surrow1d u;;, we may rejoice that soon the wildrrncss 
will hlos:,;0111, and the harn·11 places hccomc a fruit­
ful field. 1\Iy soul doth magnify the Lord." 

As we view our missionaries !raving 8cio, where 
they had found a quiet awl useful retreat for almost 
half a yrar, we cannot forp;ct the calamities which 
ha Ye since befallen that delightful island. ,v c would 
not affirm that the Sciotes were wise in rearing the 
sl.amlard of independence at so early a period of the 
({rt>r:ian strng-gle. If unwise, they certainly paid 
dearly for their folly. Hut whatever reflections any 
may irnlnlp;e on this subject, it is plain that the bar­
lmrities of the Turks, and the miseries of the Greeks, 
were almost unparalleled in the history of guilt and 
wor. The Turks landed in Scio in April, 1822.­
Hcfore them it "·as the p;arden of Eden, behind them 
a de~olatc wilderness. The citv of Scio was burnt 
and destroyed. The flourishin·g college there, the 
hope and ornament of modern ({rccce, was demolish­
ed; its lihrnry and philosophical apparatus given to 
the Hames, aml the professors and students slaughter­
er! or drivrn into exil<>. Of the inhabitants, more 
than twrnty-fiyc thousand were put to the sword, 
hurnt aml drirn,1ed, or perished by fatigue, or hy dis­
ease caught from the infection of the mangled car­
casses that lay in the streets. More than fortr-one 
thousand were sold for slaves. l\Jmy of these were 
ladies of distinction, who were dragged with ropes 
around their necks over the ashes and ruins of their 
own ll we llings, arnl over the borlics of their slaugh­
tered relatives, iuto transport ships, to be carried to 
Smyrna and elsewhere, and sold into hopeless homl­
ap;c. Upwards of forty villages, aud cig-hty-six 
churches, were consumed hy the flames. A nwnher of 
suHcring, starving wretches fled to the mountains, 
and fiftPcn or twenty thousand escaped to some of the 
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ueighhouring islands. The design and limits of this 
work will only }lermit us to take a g-lance at these 
mbcrics. \Ve liave no evidence that th" Sciotes were 
greater sinners than other ( "irPeks; hut the query na­
turally arises, ·whether, if all the pious dl'si6':US ofour 
missionarirs had been suitably encouraged, especially 
if there had bren a cordial co-operation in the forma­
tion aud support of a Uihle ~ociety among the Greeks 
in ;-'cio, it might have prowu the lengthening out of 
their prosperity? Doubtless reflections of this nature 
should he cautious},· made ; for the sword of war does 
sometimes dcstro,· the most benevolent and useful in­
stitutions. lt is ·hoped, however, that the warning 
of Providence in the destruction of Scio will not soon 
be lost; and that those communities, where nothing 
hut the carcass of Christianity remains, will event­
ually liave their eyes open t~ see the necessity of a 
reformation. 

The following extract p;ives us a specimen of the 
hardships tn which our missionaries were subjected 
in traYClling. It is not to be wondered at that both 
fell a sacrilice to such exertions and privations. 

"\Ve set out from Smyrna, \Vednesdaymorning, 

J 
Novemhcr 1st, with a guide and baggage horse. The 
.second day, about nine o'clock, it began to rain, and at 
two in the afternoon the rain was violent. Notavern 
near us,-110 shelter, except our umbrellas, from the 
storm. \Ye rode till six o'clock in the evening, and 
then came to an old caravansary, where we expected 
a refreshing night. But far from this. After much 
waiting and pleading, an old dirty room, which had 
been used for a horse stable, without floor, chairs, 
table, or windnws, was ottered as the only shelter 
from the rain. A little fire was made, a mat spread 
upon the ground; onr trunk served both for chairs 
and table, and an old pail, turned bottom upmost, for a 
candle stand. \V c ate a little fish which we had 
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brought with us, warmed our feet, aml lay dow11 up­
ou our damp mattress, and endc[l,voured to rest after 
the excessh·e fatigues of the journey. 

" \Vhile on our way from Pergamos to 'l'hyatira, 
we experirncccl another trial. Our guide began to 
frar to travel as the evening approached; but it 
seemed to be duty to go on. \Ve wcrn told that a 
number of men hall been murdered on that road; but 
,,·c hoped to arrive hcfore dark. \Vhcn the sw1 set, 
the sky became cloucly, and the darkness was dread­
ful. In this situation, our guide lost his way, and 
what think yon were our feelings ? Soon, however, 
"·e were set right, and at seven o'clock entrred the 
city of Thyatira. \Vent this morning (November 10) 
to view the only Greek church in this cit,·. There 
is a form of f?;otllincss in 'l'ltya.tira. On the Sahhath, 
a few assemhlc in the name of Christ. It is cheering 
to call to mind the years which arc past, when he 
who hath his eyes like w1to a flame of fire addressed 
the saints of this city, and said, ' I know thy works, 
mHl charity, and SPrvice, and faith, and thy patience, 
aml thy works, and the last to he more than the first.' 
'l'he di1st of those who were so highly commended 
slumbers here-angels ,,·atch it-soon it shall rise 
immortal, vigm·ous. Here Zion will be glorious. 
Some other missionaries will rnter into the courts of 
God, and holrl s,rnet cmmsel with those who love the 
Lord Jesus, and wait for his appearing. 

" At Sardis our situation was somewhat peculiar. 
\Ve arrived at half-past six in the evening at a house 
where we supposer.I a Christian liver.I, hut we found 
no hcing excPpt a solitary Turk. An attempt was 
made to get a room in a mill nr~ar by. Our guide 
lmockell and called aloud at the door, till at last some 
one halloocd in a YCl")' unfricmlly tone. By this 
time we Hung ourselYcs upon some hemp under a 
ho,·el, and determined tc> spend the night as well as 
we could. Then the Turk opcnrrl the door, ancl in­
vited us in beside a few coals of fire. \Ye

0

Pntered, and 
g_ i 
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sat Hpon a mat sp rca·l upon the grow1d. After tea, 
we lay down, but we were attacked on a new quarter. 
111 the morniug, my arms were as compl\'tcly marked 
as ever was a man's face with the small-pox. This 
succession of evils atlrcted m ,, health, and I was seiz­
ed with a severe illness, wh.ich lasted eight or ten 
days .. " 

For a long time :\fr. Parsons had ardrntly desired 
to sec that sacrctl territory where our Saviour was 
born, and crucified; where he arose, and whence he 
ascended into glorr. For a consideral.Jle period be­
fore he left this country, he used in almost every 
prayer fervently to meution " the land where our 
Lord was crucified." The time had now arrived 
when it was dccme<l expc(lient that he should com­
mence a voyage to that consecrated place. The fol -
lowing extracts from a letter to his parents will show 
the state of his mind on the eve of his departure :-

" Sn~ynia, December 2, 1820. 
" Next Tuesday I expect to leave Smyrna for 

J emsalcm. l\Iy passage is mgagcd. I go in a Greek 
vessel with pilgrims; am to land at Joppa; from 
thence g;o with the pilgrims to Jerusalem. The op­
portunity is considered to be a goo<l one; the path of 
duty seems to be plain. Perhaps I may do some 
µ:ood to the pilgrims who accompany me to the Holy 
Land. 

" There has an important chang-c taken place in 
our plans since I last wrote. The distribution of 
Bi hies and tracts is the grand method of doing good 
in Turke,·. lfr no other method can we so exten­
sively prepare the way for building the walls of i:ion. 
Precious opportunities have been given ns to instruct 
a multitude of souls in this way. ,v e feel wnvilling 
that the work should stop. Uut if both of us go to 
J en1sale111 now, our usefulness, it seems to us, must be 
greatly diminished. Some man must be here in order 
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lo superintend the publication of religious tracts, and 
io supply agents with Bibles. \Ve endeavoured to 
;1sk wisdom of God. Aud whilo we were deliberat­
ing·, our friends in Smyrna olfored us a room, and 
board free from expense, and also opened the chapel 
for us to preach on the Sabbath. Under these cir­
cumstances, we thought it to he duty for brother 
Fisk to remain in Smyrna this winter, and for me to 
g;o directly to Jerusalem. 

" At first the thought of a separation from my 
only Christian hrother gave me pain, like that which 
I felt the morning when 1 gave my parents the part­
ing hand. Bnt now all is tram1uil. Every fear is 
goue; I look forward with the greatest composure. I 
feel satisfied that it is my duty to engage in this 
work. I am weak, and the work is arduous; but he 
is with me, I humbly hope, who is stronger than the 
strong<'st. The sea may he boisterous, and the storms 
be violent; hut not a wave can move without permis­
sion, not a storm can beset us when Jesus says,• peace 
be still.' 0 my dear parents, there is something sub­
stantial in religion. (;oll will not leaYe his children 
when they put their tiust in him. He will be with 
them when far from friends, wandering in a strange 
land, and among a barbarous people." 

"Sm!Jrna, Tuesday, December 3. 
" i\ly books and clothes arc now on hoard the ship. 

l leave Smyrna in a few hours; the wind is favour­
able, and n~y health good, praise the Lord' I have 
with me Bihlcs in nine dificrcnt languages, and tracts 
four thousand or five thousand copies. 'l'hese I hope 
to distribute to the pilgrims at J emsalcm. God has 
raised up many friends fur me in Smyrna. \Ve are 
hound to give thanks for it. 

" At eight o'clock in the evening, on board the 
vcssr-1. I have left Smyrna. I hope for a g·ood vor­
ag"; but God will direct, and to the care of the di-
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vine Saviour, l desire to commend lloth soul and 
body. 

" FarelL'ell. The Lord bless you, my tlear pa­
rents." 

l\Ir. Parsons left Srnyma with flattering pros­
pects, considering the nature of his undertaking. 
'fhrongh the agency of the British Ambnssatlor at 
Consta11tiuople, he was fnrnishecl with a travelling 
tirurnn from the Grand Seignior; also with a letter 
of introduction from the H.ev. i\lr. Connor to the pre­
sident of the (;;:eek convent in Jerusalem; letters 
from the English and Hussian consuls in Smyrna to 
tlwi r vice-coHsuls in Jaffa and other places ; and a 
letter of recommendation from an Armenian mercha111. 
to an Armenian in J atfa, and another in Jerusalem. 
:Mr. Vauknncp, who had been invariably a cordial 
and valuable friend to our missionaries, obtained tlrn 
letter bsl mentioned. \Yhen the Armenian hronght 
thn letter, he gave i\Ir. Parsons two boxes of honey, 
requesting that he would pray for him at J erusalcm, 
supposing that prayers ottered at Jerusalem were 
more acceptable and efficacious than those oJfored 
elsewhere. He was furnished with a faithful servant, 
,\·ho was also his interpreter. Mr. Parsons sailed 
Tuesday night or \Y edncsday morning. The follow­
ing extracts from letters to i\Ir. Fisk will furnisl1 
some accow1t of a part of the voyage :-

" Scio, December 11. 
" Met Professor llarnbas with open arms. He 

hung on my neck not much less than half an hour. 
He told George that he must revere11ce me as his 
father, for I was going a great way oft: The supr­
rior of the school came in and fell on my neck with 
the atfrction of a father. In one respect I like this. 
lt looks favourable to the cause of Bi hles and tracti-. 
Professor B. absolutely forhade my return to the ship. 
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..s 1 had determined, and said, ' here read or write 
as you please,' at any rate stay with me. I had an 
excellent interview with him, and when I told him 
of the revival in Stockbridge, Vt. he wept, and said, 
'the Spirit of God makes men ·good.' I also told him 
respecting the revival on board the missionary ship. 
Farewell." 

Extracts from a letter to his parents. 

" Patara, ( Asia :Minor,) January l, 1821. 
" It is the morning of a new year. I unite with 

the other members of the family in the wish that my 
dear parents may enjoy a happy new :year. Most 
gladly would I enter that happy dwelling where I 
have passed the most profitable moments of my life, 
and comfort my parents by relating to them all the 
merciful dealings of our heavenly Father. In the 
midst of danger, temptations, and sickness, the Lord 
has been my refuge and protector. Underneath me 
have heen arms of everlasting love. I would tell them 
how God hath prospered us in our mission, by per­
mitting us to ditfose among the destitute the blessed 
truths of his holy word. But although I cannot re­
turn to your fireside, yet when you receive this let­
ter, your souls will magnify the Lord for his great 
goodness. 

" I have small apartments in the vessel where, 
with my interpreter, I enjoy much tranquillity and 
retirement. I read to him in Greek every day, and 
he sometimes asks me interesting questions. He in­
quired if all the people who were alive when Christ 
ascended to judgment, would die '.2 For an answer 
I read to him I Thess. iv. 17. He then inquired if 
the world would he entirely burnt up. I replied in 
Scripture language, • The heavens and the earth 
which arc now, by the same word arc kept in store 
reserved w1to fire against the day of judgment.' 

H If you will open the Testament and read from 
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Acts xx. 1,1, to Acts xxi. 3, you will trace out af­
most precisely the course which we have pursued. 
,Ye sailed nrar to' ;J~ytilme,' and sailed thence, and 
came the next day to' Chios,'-from thence we canw 
near to ' Samos,' and to ' Trog:yllium.' where St. Paul 
tarric1l a while. The next day we passed at a litlle 
distance from the i',horcs of ' ,1Iilet us,' where Paul 
knceled down and prayed with the elders of the 
church at Ephesus; towards evening of the same 
day we passed by the isle of ' Patmos,' where St. 
John, the belond disciple was in hanislm1cnt for the 
testimony of J c&us. From thence we came near to 
' Coos,' and the day following ·we came to ' Rhodes.' 
At Hhodcs we tarried six days, as the south wind 
rose against us. On Thursday last, we set sail early 
iu the morning· from Hhodes, and the next day came 
to a harbour near to ' J>atara,' where ""e were de­
tained several days, as sailing was dangerous. But, 
my dear parents, a visit to these places, interesting 
indeed to every Cluistian, may excite momentary 
joy without producing devotion in the heart. I have 
seen pilgrims so frequently mistake mere animal 
-sensation for true piety, that I am almost disposed 
to discourage entirely this curiosity among C11ris­
tians. What if a man at I.he sight of Smyrna or 
Patmos is overcome with weeping, is he on this ac­
cow1t more acceptahle to God ? 

" No place on earth is so interesting to angels and 
glorified spirits as the closet, where is otfored, morn­
ing and evening, the sacrifice of a broken heart and 
contrite spirit. To be a devotional spectator of one 
re1Jival of religion will impart infinitely more enjoy­
ment to the mind than to see all the places where 
lived and died prophets, apostles, and martyrs. 

" That this year may be a year of great comfort 
to my parents, will ever be the prayer of their ab­
sent son.'' 

The voyage was Ion~ ancl dreary. Frequently 
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they were driven backward by head winds and tem­
pestuons weather, and compelled to stop tmexpectedly 
long at the islands which they passed. l\lr. Parsons' 
grand ohject was usefulness in the Holy Larnl ; lint 
he was not inactiYC during the passage. \Yhile sail­
ing, he considered himself a missionary to the pil­
g-rims; and on the land, he felt that he ought to be, 
ancl he truly was, a messenger of mercy to those who 
,\·ere sitting in darkness. \\'hile 1mssi11g the ancient 
l\Iiletus, he read to the pilgrims the twentieth chapter 
of Acts, which contains the affecting account of Paul's 
fare,vell interview with the Ephesian elders; and 
while passing Patmos, our Saviour's addresses to the 
seven churches of Asia. The pilgrims hadng never 
he fore read nor heard tlrnse epistles in their own lan­
guage, listened with fixed attention. At Hhodcs, 
they tarried several days. Herc i\lr. Parsons became 
acquainted with the Euglish consul, the hbhop, anrl 
some Greek clergymen of distinction. To the bishop 
he gave a numher of tracts, and sent one hw1dred and 
fifty more for the priests and schools. The bishop 
very definitely expressed his approbation of the tracts, 
and his gratitude for the favour. l\Ir. Parsons visited 
a synagogue, a Jewish school, and a monastery, where 
tracts were received for distribution with ardent ex­
pressions of g·ratitude. 

In the harbour, and in the village of Castello Hosso, 
he distributed about two hundred tract~, and sold ten 
New Testaments in modern Greek. One morning· as 
he passed through the Yillage, a multitude thronged 
the streets, crying aloud, "Sir, will yon gh·e me .a 
tract?" "In no place," he remarks "have I sec11 a 
greater desire to read the word of God." 

A letter to a relativr. 

" (ypnts, Fcbruw:IJ :i, 18:?1. 
"DEAR :'lfos. c.,-M,· Fare11ts infornwd me in a. 

Jett.er recently _received, ·that God is ~till afflicting- you 
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by withholdiJ1g from you the light of his countenance, 
As I know something of the bitterness of such afflic­
tions, your i,ituation has made a peculiar impression 
upon my mind. No sorrow I am sure, is to be com­
pared with that which proceeds from the hidings of 
the Divine pr"scnce. It strikes at the foundation of 
every comfort, and leaves the soul wretched without 
any support on earth, or in heaven. In temporal 
affliction we lose, pc rhaps, one of our nunrnrous friends, 
but in afflictions of the mind, we lose the Friend of 
Friends, our Father, our Saviour, our all. In one 
case, we lose a little perishable dust; in the other, a 
treasure in tlw heavens, riches which endure to eter­
nal life. A Christian, walking in darkness, usually 
sees the great and precious promises,huthasnotstrength 
to rest upon them-he has no doubt with regard to 
the rectitude of the Divine government, but yet this 
rnflection gives him no joy-he lmows that the foun­
tain open for sinners is full, and overfloweth, yet he 
cannot wash and be clean. He goes to the place 
where once he enjored the Divine presence, but God 
is not there. He sits in the sanctuary, but it is not 
the gate of heaven. All is in darkness, and gloom. 
No person has higher claims upon the prayers, the 
fervent prayers of God's children, than that one who 
goeth backward and forward, and findcth not him 
whom his soul lowth. 

"I can say little, my dear cousin, to relieve the sor­
rows of your mind. In this state, in a very special 
manner, the great Physician is God. He giveth, and 
taketh away, woundcth, and hcaleth, but tells us not 
the reason why. The whole system of Divine pro­
vidence is a 1~yste1;y-darkness, and clouds are around 
about him -If I were to suggest any thing as calcu­
lated to afford relief, it would be, keep :your mindfi:1.:ed 
upon the goodness ef God. 'From my heavenly Father 
I receive my daily food, habitation, family; Christian 
friends; the Holy Rihlc; the blessed Sabbath; the 
news of salvation. \Yhy was not I left destitute to 
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beg from honsc to house, rlPpriwd of eYery earthly 
c0111forl? \\'l1y was l 11ot destined to worship the 
gods of the pagans, to wrar out rnr life in cruPI tor-
1.urings? How few of tlw m,uiy millions of liciugs 
now <\11 the earth are so high!); favourecl as I an~ ! 
They have souls as well as 1 ! Ther need a Saviour 
as well as others! It is go0tlness, it is all goorhws:c;, 
unmerite,l, free, rich, sovcrr,igu, gooclnes;; '.' ReJlec­
tions of this l,irnl, if thcr do not atford cm,ifod, may 
k!·ep you from the snares of Eatan. It is tnw that 
~atau \\·orries these he can't dev011r. He would pcr­
suaue them that Gou is partial, • he hears th(' prayers 
of others, hut casts theirs b!'himl his back, or that he 
is iml{fcrent to tJ1ei r sighing.' Such feeliugs oftpn 
lurk secretly in the mind, and grieve the Holy 
Spirit. 

" As another method, I would sar, 1rait r,n tire Lord. 
He may he dealing \\·ith you with the atfoction of a 
Father; leading ~·on through a ,vilderness, to make 
Canaan more delightful; hiding his face to make you 
pray, and weep, and wrestle. \\'ait to the end; for 
then it will he manifest to you, and to the universe, 
that as a Father piticth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them who fear him." 

The following extracts from a letter to the corrcs­
p<mding secretary of the A. B. C. F. l\T. dated Cyprus, 
February 7, 182 L, contain an acc.,-ount of his missionary 
labours on that island, and mention several interesting 
facts resprcting that once favoured and delightful 
placr,. "At the harbour of Baffa (ancir,ntly Paphos) 
I left the vessel and proceeded by land forty miles to 
Limcsol, for the pnrpose of distributing Testaments 
and tracts. The first place which I visited was 
.Paphos. The priests immediately conducted me to the 
church, where th,:IJ say St. Paul preached the gospel; 
from thence to the hall, where he was condemned; 
and to the pillar, where he was ho1md, and received 
• forty stripes save one.' It was truly affecting t.o 

R 
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:1ee so many churches tlcstroyed; some used for stahlrsT 
others for baths, others completely i11 mins. Of 
three h11mlrc1l aml sixty-five churches, once the glory 
of Paphos, only four or fiye now remain. 'l'wenty­
live or thirty 111isPnthle huts arc all that remain of 
the OIICP most tlistinguishcrl city of Cyprns. 

"Frmn this place l went to the house of a (~rrek 
l,i~hop, in a village two or three miles from the shore. 
'J'lwrn 1 was recrivct.l with the utmost cordiality; 
and all his procredings were marked with g-reat sc­
rio11~11ess a111l dignity. He hip;hly approv(•tl of the 
tracts which I hronght with me, and 1·11gaµ;1·!l to tlis­
trilintc tl1em nmonµ; his people. Umlrr his p;ovcrnme11t 
arc two hmulre1l clmn.:hcs, hut. only Jiffy arr 110w opP11 

for rrligious servic1•s. On the way lo Limesol, s1w11t 
01w uight in a village rnllrd Pissouri. The priest 
of tlw village p11rcliase1l a Testament, and received 
tracts for tlistriliution." 

Extract from a letter of l\lr. l'Attsoxs io i\Ir. FrsK. 

".Tt!!fn, Fdmwr;.IJ 10, 1821. 
" DEAR BROTH.ER FrsK,-This morning I became 

acquainted witl1 two Enp;lish travellers, 'tioth from 
1 .Jemsalem. •rhey g-a,·e a most dismal picture of 

.I erusalem. A new governor ha.d jnst arrivetl, awl 
( the cmmtry was growing into a state of rchcllion. 
'.\ '!'hey assured me that there was the g-reatrst tlau~Pr 

on the way, m1tl that. the numher of pilp-rims wonl1l 
atfonl no security. I folt my heart palpitate while 
1lit-y rclat,•1l thPsc l1orri1l fads. But without 1lo11l1t. 
it is dnt~· to proc-<'1~Ll; and while on the way. ( '.hris­
tians will he wrest.Jinµ; in pray(•r lo (~rnl for me. 
• Enviro11c<l with (hnnipotenct:, what foe van e'er 
prevail?' 0 my hrothrr, I desire gr(':.tl~· to set' ~-ou, 
aml to liav,~ the assi,1ance of your conn~rls and of 
yoar pra.~·(•rs. I know yon pray nmd1 for 111c. How 
can 1 st.and IJl'fore tliis great mulliturlc? B11t. the 
Latt.lc is the Lort.l's. On '·Monday I hop<· to s<"t for-
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ward for Jemsalem, and if prospered shall be in the 
holy city on Tuesday evening. 

" The field is large, and ready for lahourers. Jesus 
Christ hol1ls an undisputed title to this land co11se­
crate1l with his blood. \\'hen he bids his servanls 
go forward and take it, earth and hell w1ite their 
forces in vain." 

Journal. " Fcbnuoy 12.-The English const1l at 
Jaffa had the goodness to procure for me a letter to 
the governor of Hama, soliciting a guard to accom­
pany me to Jerusalem. Ilut the president presented 
the letter to the governor, and made an apology for 
not aeceptiug a guard, as I was already provided with 
an interpreter. 

" Saturday morning at six o'clock, left Hama; rode 
three hours and a half through a beautiful plain, and 
from thence began to ascend the mountains of Judea. 
The road hecame stony, narrow, and winding among 
high and barren mountains. Every few miles we 
were ralled upon for taxes; but in consequence of a 
letter from the Hussian consul, we passed without 
any expense. At twelve o'clock, came to the village 
of Ahoo Gosh, who is noted for his oppression of the 
pilgrims. Aboo Gosh stood at the place of demand­
ing customs, and said, ' You have nothing to pay; 
you may pass when you please.' He requested me 
to take some refreshment; hut as there was a pros­
pect of rain, I could not accept of his oiler. 'l'wo 
hours after this, we came near to the place where, it 
is said, David slew Goliath. \Ve were shown also 
the house in which, tradition says, John the llaptist 
was horn. The monastery near the spot belongs to 
the Catholics. From this we hegan to ascrnrl a high 
mountain ; and at twenty-five minutes past four 
o'clock, my guide exclaimed, ' 'l'o oros ton elaion :• 
(the l\Jount of Olives,) and in just half an hour we 
entered, hy Jaffa, gate, the holy city. 

" Soon after passing the gate, we turned to the 
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north, and in a few minutes arrived at the house of 
Procopius, to whom I had letters of introduction. 
Tlte servant at the door infonned us, that he was in 
the church for evening prayers. \Yithout a moment's 
d<'la:, l h,.stcncd thither, to unite with the professed 
followers of Christ upon l\Iount Calvary, and to ren­
der tha11ks tu (~od for the happy termination of my 
voyas·c tu the holy city. The church is but a few 
~t(0 ps from the place where, it is supposecl, stood the 
cros~. On entering, I was not a little surpriserl to 
find it su richly aml neatly furnished. It is called 
the Church of St. Constantine, and is the place to 
which all the bishops, (five in number) with their 
numerous attendants, resort for morning and evening; 
service. Every thing was conducted with a pleasing 
stillness and regularity, becoming so holy a place. 

" After service of thirty minutes, I returned and 
prcsenterl my letters to Procopius. Conversation 
was directed to the exertions which the Protestants 
are making to promote the diffusion of the Holy 
Scriptures. They replied, • \Ye believe the Protes­
tants to be our friends.' In a few moments, I was 
conducted to the room, which had been put in readi­
ness for me, by the request of the Hussian consul. It 
is near to the holy sepulchre, and contains many con­
venient apartments. My trunks had arrived in safety. 
In the evening, we read from the Greek Testament 
the account of our Saviour's sufforings and death, and 
endeavoured to consecrate our rooms to him, who 
here gave his life for the world. 

" February 21.-\Vent to lhe church of the holy 
sepulchre. The gate fronts the south, and is strictly 
guarded by Turks without, and (-:-reeks within. No 
pilgrim, a subject of the Grand Seigni01·, can enter 
without paying a para, a trifle to be sure ; but when 
multiplied by the hundreds of times at which each 
pilgrim enters in the course of three months, the 
amount becomes a large sum. 'l'o prevent confusion, 
it is necessary to ohscrve the difference between lhe 
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c.liurc!t of the holy sepulchre, and the holy sepulchre 
iJ:si:if; the one embracing all the apartmPnts belong­
ing to the different denominations of Christians ; the 
olher heing only a monument erected over the tomb 
of our SaYiour, and held in equal reverence by the 
various deuomiuations of Christians who frequent it. 
The trimb may he called the centre of the church of 
Urn holy sepulchre, near to which may be heard the 
prayers of Christiaus iu ancient Greek, in Latin, 
Armenian, Arahic, and Syriac. 

" Entered the gate of the church of the holy sepul­
cluc amid a crowd of pilgrims. The first ohject 
which attracted my attention was the stone ef unction, 
veneratctl as the spot where the body of our Lord 
was anoiutr·d for hurial. The stone is thirty-one 
feet directly in front of the gate : is eight feet in 
length, antl two feet two inches in breadth. Se,·eral 
large candles arc kept standing at each end, and o,·cr 
it are suspended several silver lamps. The pilgrims 
all bow, anrl, after maki11g the sign of the cross, kiss 
the sacred stone. 

" Leaving the stone of unction, we were conducted 
to the holy sepulchre. It is distaut from the stone 
of unction sixb·-three feet, wulcr the centre of a 
large dome. The monument erected over the tomb 
contains two apartments. In the first is the stone 
where, it is said, the angel made his appearance to 
l\lary; in the other is the holy tomh. The outside 
of the mo11ument is twenty-nine feet in length, eight­
teen antl a half in breadth. I waited some time for 
the pilgrims to withdraw. \Vhilc standing there, a 
pilgrim entered, and at the sight of the tomb wept 
aml sobbed as over the grave of a parent. 

" Seventy-three feet from the holy sepulchre we 
came to the chapel of apparition, in which a few 
Catholics were engaged in evening service. The 
music, for softness and solemnity, exceeded any thing-
1 have heard in Asia. From the chapel we returned 
io the holy sepulchre, and passing through the Greek 

R ~ 
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church, ascended Mount Calvary. It is sixteen feet 
above the level of the tomb. I stooped down to look 
into the hole in which, it is supposed, stood the cross; 
below which is a fissure in the rock, made, it is be­
lieved, when Christ our Lord bowed his head and 
gave up the ghost. 

·• Fcbru~ry ~:i.-ln the aftcmoon, the interpreter 
of the Hussian consul accompanied me to Mount Oli­
vet. Left the city by Damascus gate, and, turning 
eastward, we passed near the cave in which, tradition 
says, J crcmiah wrote hit:> Lamentations. • All ye 
that pass by, hehold and sec if there is any i:;orrow 
likl' w1to mr sorrow-' '.l'hc cave is large, and is held 
tn high veneration. Pac:~ing the north-east corner 
of the city, wc descended to the brook Kcdron. 'l'he 
heel of th~ stream was perfectly dry, notwithstauding 
the great rains. On our left, saw the church erected 
over the grave of the Virgin Mary; on our right, 
the ganlcn of Gethsemane. 

" ln fifteen or twrntv minutes reached the summit 
of the ;\fount of Olives. Here WC had a delightful 
view of the city, and also of the Dead Sea. Perhaps 
no place in the world commands&. finer prospect, or is 
associated with events more sacred and sublime. 
' David went up by the ascent of i\'Iount Olivet, and 
wept as he weut up, aml had his head covered, and 
he went barefoot.' On the east side of it, onr 
blessed Saviour raised Lazarus from the grave ; and, 
on the west, he endured the agony of Gethsemane. 
Herc he beheld the city, and wept over it. From 
this mmmt he was, at one time, conducted to J erusa-­
lem with shoutings of • Hosanna to the Son of Da­
vid;' ancl, at another, with the cry of' Crucify him'. 
crucify him'.' From this spot he gave his last com­
mission, • Go into all the world, and preach the Gospel/ 
and then ascended, and • sat down on the right hand 
of the l\lajcsty on high.' 

" Descending the Mmmt of Olives, we pa.c,sed into 
lh,. vallPy of Jehoshaphat, to the pool of Siloam 
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11,:r,: U11: 1,liwi 11mn, al. t.111: 1:01111nn11d of.l1:1;1b, wa-,lwd 
awl rdunwd fi1:d11g·. 'J'IH: p,,,,1 is at t.11,: f',,.,t. ,,t 
!\1011111. '.\foriali, 011 tl11: ho1Jt.lt i;iil,:. \\',: ,J,:1,c,:1111,:d a 
lm111bo1111: lligl1t. of 1,f.1:p'i l.o tlw wat,:r. It is vhil,:d 
1:v,:ry day l,y pil~ri111s .,r •·v•:ry di,w,uii11ati.,11. I 
p,:n:1:iv,:11 m,1.lii11~ 111111-,11al i11 t.111: t.m,1': ,,f 1.111: wal.,:r. 

"J-'n,111 :-iiloa111, din:1:l.i11g- .,11r,:0111'~•: Hiul.l1w:Lnl, w,: 
1:arn•: L,, t.lri: l.n:1: wli,:r,:, ll -i~ Mtid, l1,aial, wa~ 1;aw11 
a~11111l1:1· li,r l1is foit.l1fol 1:xl11,rta1.h,11s ;i.1111 r•·pn,1,f-i 
Tl11: t.r1:1: is ~,,,;11n:ly g·11ankd l,y ,L liigh wall, t.o JJ1'1•­
vc11t. tfo: iujuri,:s ii. \\'flllld n:1:1:i v,: fm111 pilg-rir,1-;. 

" Fnun t.liis w,: lwl!JLII 1.,, a-;c,,1111 .\1,,11111. 1/.i,,11. \V,: 
pW,1'i1:d 1.l1n111i..;l1 fii:ld~ ,,f grni11, wliid1 r1:111i11d1:d w,, 
al. 1:v,:ry 1;1.1:p, of t.11,, awful jll'l:did.i/J11, ' :Y1,11wl. Zi"" 
~hall ,,,. pl,,11gl11:1l Iii": a tii:ld.' I J,, tJr,: til1J11wit. in a 
Hlfl'i'JII':, cn:d1:1l /J',f;I' t.111: to111l1!1 ,,r Davi,!, :u1il ,,f I.lie: 
ld11gs of brac:I; a1Jd a11 J\r111,:11iau d111rd1, 1111id l,, /11: 

tllf: n1i11s .,f tire: l11111o.;1: of Caiaplia~, t.111: liigli-1,ri,·:,t.. 
" :\1,,1111I. Zio11, flll U1n •: ~id,:s, is 1;l.ro11gly fi,rt.iti,:d 

hy 11at.11r,:. 'l'liis :L!..;T•:1•-; Jll'•·ci~cly wit.Ii 1.lic: d,:-.,:rip-
1.i,,11 1-;iv,-11 "f ii. i11 tlll' ...:,:ript.11rc:, • .'\',:v•:rt.111:l,•1,o.;, 
I l:Lvid t.,,,,k t.111: .1tr,,11;r1t,,ld ,,f Zi1J11, t.lic: 1;;11111: i-, t.lw 
c:it.y ,,f Davi,!.' ;\I, t.lw foc,f. 1,f ii., 011 t.11,: w,-~t, ar•: 
tJw r11i11-; ,,f t.h,: l'"''l of ll1:1:r1,lrc:l1a; 1u1 1111: M1111t.l1, t.li,: 
vall,:y ,,f I.lie: fiCJll 111' 11 i1111ru11, ,;;d k,1 :d'io 'l'oplJC:t., :u11i 
I.lie: valley CJf tilar1gl1ti:r. (.J,n-. xix. <i.) lf,:r,: tl11: 
<:hiltln:11 CJf ltirwd 1:a1J'i•:il 1.hc:ir hflll'i a11d 1.111:ir d1111gl1-
l.1:n, Lt, pa'is llm,ui.;11 tfo: lim t.o ,\1,,1,,di, ';t Ki11gK xxiii. 
10; 111111 i11 t.l1iK pl:u:,: .l1:r1:111i:d1 ,J,.,11,1111<:1:d t.111: dr1:a1i­
ful 1;11r1;1:, ' llc:l11Jld, I will l1ri1114· 1:vil llfl''" t.lii'l til:in:, 
llu: wliir:11, wl11,s,,r:v•:r l11~an:l.l1, Iii<; f'.ill'/'; -,hall t.i11gl,:.' 

" 011 I.Ill: 1-,1,ril.h hid,: ,,f ;\11,1wt. 1/.i,,11 an: t.111: rui11<i 
,,f t.111: ,,Id wall, HIIjljllJ'>':,l to I,,: I.lie: fJIIC: J'l:)lairc:d 1,y 
Xd11:1ui11li. lf,:r,: 111ay 1,,: r-;1:1:11 to t.111: lw-,1. :uiva11t.ag-1: 
I.Ill: hil1: ,,r s,,J,J1111,11'1i 1.1:Jn)ll•:, 1.11,: M1J1JJ1t. ,,f ( Jlivc:,'l, 
awl U1c pl:1i11'i :rn,1 m1,u11tai11o.;,,f' .lud,:a. 'l'l1i'iildigli1.­
fol pro~Jwr:t, i11 ,;1,ru1r:d.io11 witlr it.,; htiiril.unl tirivl-
1,:g,:ti, lc:d l>avicl tJ, hir1~,' H,:;mf.iful for fii1.w1t.i1,11, f.111: 
joy ,,r t.lw wlu,I,: l'/Ht.lt i~ :\1,,rwl. Zi,111.' H,:t.111'111:d t,, 
tti,, ,:it.y al. 1>1mwl.. 
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" A priest invited me to visit some i11teresting; ob­
jects i11 the city. \Ve passed the street called Via 
1Jr,lo1·osa, through which our ~aviour horc his cross to 
Cal van· ; were showu the house of St. John the be­
loved tlisciple; the hall where the Saviour was ar­
raig11ed hcfore Pilate; the pool of Bethesda, near St. 
Stepheu's gate ; the arch where, it is said, Pilate 
cried, ' Behold the man '.' the place where Stephen 
was stoned, hadng his cres lixcd on the visions of 
no,l; the place in the garden, where our Saviour, 
being in au agony, prayed more earnestly, aml his 
sweat was, as it were, great drops of blood falling 
down to the ground. St. John has marked the site 
of the ganlcn very particularlr, ' He went forth 
with his disciples over the brook Kcdron.' There is 
hut one spot over the brook Kcdron convenient for a 
ganl<'n. This ganlen hacl heen consecrated hy the 
many prayers, aud hy the blood of our Divine Savi­
our. ' For Jesus oftentimes resorted thither with 
his disciples.' It is still occupied as a garden, and 
contains several large olive trees. 

" Februa,y i7.-Heceiwd a letter from the presi­
(lent of the Greek monastery at Hama, expressing 
his thanks for the traets which I sent him to be dis­
trihuted among the pilf?,Tims. 

" Jlm·ch 3.-navc to Procopius one hundred tracts 
to he distributed among the priests and pilgrims. 
Conversed a long time with a priest respecting the 
nature of the new birth. He said it was baptism. 
• \\"Jpn children arc haptisrd, they arc renewed, as it 
respects Adam's transgression; hut if they aftenvards 
sin, they must he pnnished.' This, so far as I can 
learn, is the prevailing srntimcnt among the Greeks. 
They can give no other account of the new heart. 

" March UL-Visited Procopius. H c gave it as 
his opinion, that there arc in Jerusalem ten thousand 
.Tews and two thousand Christians. Twenty-one 
pilp;rims arrived from Smyrna. An Armenian of 
distinction informed me that in Jerusalem there arc 
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sixty families nf Armenians, and that in Palestine 
are only four ArnH·nian monasteries, Yi~. one in Jc­
rusale1~, one in llrthlehem, one in Barna, and one in 
.I atfa. There is also an Armenian church 011 l\luunt 
Ziou, without the city. 

" Jfarch 22.-lu the morning, one of the pil­
grims,'li with whom I read the ~criptures almost 
cvcrr clay while 011 the passage, came to my room 
and rt>ad with me several chapters. The progress 
which he has made in reading and in knowlctlg;e, is a 
rich compensation for all the trouhlc of teaching him. 
lle often stops tu tell me, i11 other words, the story 
he has rearl; and remarks upon the importance ofliv­
ing according- to the Scriptures. He is never weary, 
but, at the close of one chapter, he says, with a smile, 
' shall we read another?' \Yhe11 he passes me in the 
street, he e::presscs the affection of a brother, and at 
the same time looks at me as his instructor. The ef­
fect upon his life has been most salutary. He says, 
that he shall read the Testament every day as long as 
he iives. He is soon to return to his country, more 
than a thousand miles from Jerusalem, and my op­
portunWcs to visit and instruct him must cease. But 
he "-ill carry with him the Holy Bihle as his ~11.1ide, 
and he will not soon forget the past interesti11g 
scenes. I rlo indulg·e in the 1-ccret hope, not that he 
is already convertPd, hut that impressions have been 
made, which hy the blessing of the Holy Spirit, will 
result in a saving acquaintance with the word of God, 
and in final admittance into heaven. \Yith reg;anl to 
the future, we can make no certain calculations. For 
the past I feel bound to give thanks to God. 

" Four persons have been to my room to ;cad the 

"' This pilgrim was an Armenian, to whom l\Ir. P. on 
the voyage gave an Annenian Testament. This very in­
teresting young man fre«111ently on hoard read aloud to 
his fellow pilgrims. 
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Scriptures to-day. The priests encourage me in this 
employment. lf, then, a missionary can reside here 
with no other employment than to read the Scrip­
tures with pilgrims, not uttering a word respecting 
Catholics, (;rreks, or Turk~, a great work might he 
accomplishcrl,-a ,rnrk "·hich would impart iufinitr\ 
_joy to the friC"mb of this mission, arnl guide many 
souls to etcrmil lifo. From the observations I have 
made, l am led to helieYC that reading tlrn Scriptures 
is 011c of the most elfoctnal mPihorls to diffuse the spi­
rit of piety,-a method to which God has often added 
a peculiar hlessing." 

One ohjecL of '.\Ir. Parsons's visit to Jerusalem 
was to distrihute religious tracts. Heforring to this, 
he says, after mentioning other monasteries which he 
visited :-" At the thirteenth, that of St. Ithemius, 
left thirb· tracts. Here tcrmi11ated our tour. Have 
now visited thirteen Greek monasteries, one Ca­
tholic, 0111• Armenian, ow· Syrian, and one Coptic, 
within the \\·alls of J crusalem. Distributed in all, 
including the church of St. Constantine, one thousand 
tracts. These tracts arc to be widely dispersed, 
and perhaps rc,td hr people senral thousand miles 
from the holy city. The very fact Lhat they were 
brought from .Jerusalem will attach to them a degree 
of sanctit~-, and give them hig-her claims upon the at­
tention of a multitude of Christians. 

" I regret exceedingly that I could not obtain 
tracts in the Armenian and Hussian languages. 

" Ap1·il 12.-Two English gentlemen arrived 
from Egrpt to witness the ceremonies of the Passover. 

" April 13.-Earlr this morning all the Greek 
pilgrims ascended the '.\loW1t of Olins, to perform a 
service in commrmoration of the resurrection of La­
zarus. During the service, brn men (appointed for 
the purpose) passed through the assembly, soliciting 
charity for the church. As they passed, they solemn-
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ly invoked the assistance of the saint, saying, • Iloly 
Lazarrt~, lwlp us.' 

" April 1 .-,.-Palm Sunday. Tho ceremonies at 
the chnreh of the holy sepulchre were numerous c1.ml 
spl<>ndicl. A larg-e procession was formed, each in­
dh·idual hearing palm leans and oliYc branches, in 
commemoration of the faYiour's entrance into .J eru­
salem, with :-h11uti11g-~ of • Hosa11nah lo the ~mt of 
D1wid.' That part of the gosrcl \1-hich relates to 
this suhject was read in ancient Crrrk at the door of 
the holy sepulchrr. If such occasions could be clc­
Yotcd to reading tlw ~criptnrcs in a language "·hiclt 
the pilgTims understood, tlwy would hrcome highly 
intcrc,;tini!·, aml commm1icate instruction to thous,uids 
of prcciou~ souls. 

" Ap1·il lG.-1\ccompanicd the Hussian consul and 
the English tran·llcrs to the monastery of the holy 
cross, a mile and a half west of .Jerusalem. Herc "-c 
were sho\\'ll the hole in the earth, where irrcw, it is 
said, the tree from which was takPn the c~oss. The 
earth has heen carefulh- collected and carrierl off hv 
pilgrims. Also, saw a·larg·c collection of rnanuscriJ;t 
Testaments, in Greek and Armenian characters, but 
none of tlwm arc offrred for sale. 

" FiYe miles further west, came to the Catholic 
monasterr Prcctcd over the spot where .John the Bap­
tist was born. The convent is large, and in a good 
state of prrservation. A little further west, we 
came to the house in which, tradition says, i\Iary, the 
mother of our ~aYionr, saluted Elizabeth. \Y c saw, 
at. a considerahle distance to the north. the tomh of 
the propl1et ~amucl. To the west is the valley in 
whieh David sle".- no]iath. 

" April 17.-Attem],,J a Jewish funeral. After 
the hodr was laid upo11 the bier, a priest offered a 
short prayer, anrl the propl<- rcspomlerl • Amen.' As 
thry came near the g-a!e which leads from the city, 
t.hr priest otforecl another prayr r. and then rt tu med. 
Aftrr pas1-ing the g·atc, they commPncrd singing, and 
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rnnt.inucd this servic~ till tlwy arrived at the grave. 
It \\'as on the cast sic!P of the Mount of () li vcs, where 
all the J c,,·s consider it a pri ,·ilcg·c to be lmried. IL 
is a feast day with the J('\Y::;, a111J. not lawful forthcm 
t.o bury the dcatl. A Turk was hired to do it. A 
hole was dug in the earth, ahout thrrc fcrt in depth, 
and tlH· horlv literallv crow<lrd into it without a cof­
fin. A fc"; stones ":,~re laicl on the body, to prevent 
the dogs from devouring it. In all their ccremonirs, 
there was nothing like rnlcm11ity or regularity. 

" Azn·il 18.-J\ 1 trnclcd to th<' suhjcct of cstabl ishing 
a school at .J crusal<'m. I propos<·d to Procopius that 
if he woul1l ohtai11 a suitable instructor, I would de­
fray the expense of the school. He replied, ' There 
is now no prrson in J crnsalem qualilicd to instruct. 
such a school as we need.' But he engaged to writc 
to the patriarch, and afterwards give me more parti­
cular information on the subject. 

•• April l!l.-At the usual service of the Greeks in 
the clmrch of St. Const,mti11e, the Hussian consul, his 
<lragoman, and his secretary, received the holy sacra-
111c11t. After this was a scrdce nrar the gate of the 
church of the holy sepulchre. The superior of the 
convent having laid aside his oflicial rohes, poured 
water into a basin, and bep;an to wash the feet of 
twelve monks, who were sclectell mul arranged be­
fore the door of the holy tomh. During this cere­
mony, they sang the following words, ' If I, then, 
your Lord and :Master, have washed your feet, ye 
ought also to wash one another's feet.' 

" At an early hour of the evening, the Catholics 
comme11ccd a service in commemoration of our Savi-
01ir's sutforings in the garden. The music was so 
excessively mournful, that we could not hut remem­
ber the words of our ~ayiour, ' 0 my Father, if this 
cup may not pass away from me, thy will he done.' 
The service concluded in a Yery abrupt manner, to 
denote the coming of J urlas to apprehend his Lord. A 
little past rnitlnie;ht. was another sen-ice hy the Ca-
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tholics, in comme111oraliu11 of the scuurgi11g of ( hrisL 
:Strangers were not atlrnittetl. 

" F,·iclrw, .1i,m·il '20.-Early in the 111orni11~, thr 
Catholics assrmblf'd on :',fount l'alvarr. '1 hose 
chaptrrs relating to the sulfrrings of lhrist were 
read i11 the foll0\1·i11g manner :-U11r took the part of 
our t:,wiour; another of Pilate; a third of the multi­
tnde ; lhe fourth 1yas the unrralor, and rc>acl the won ls 
of the evangrli~t. \\'hen they came to the word:-, 
' he lio11·rtl his head awl gan• up the ghost,' all the 
lamps were c\:tiup:uished. The superior of the eo11-
ve11t receiYC1l the holy snerament. 

" At right o'clock the gate was opened to admit 
the pilgrims. They pa~sed, one hr on~, f'ach hring 
obliged (foreigners excepted) to pay twenty piastrrs. 
The dragoman of the Hmsian Consul stood at the 
door, to protect the Hussiau snhjects. Tims passed 
the day. 

" At sunset the Catholics came into the chapel of 
apparition, and onlcred all the women to Jean the 
room, sa~·iug, 'z;e,· le do1111e non c'e luogo.' (Fo;- the 
wome11 thcrC' is uo room.) In a few moments the 
lights were e\:tin/:!;ubhed, and a sermon commenced 
in, Italian. The fi;·st Sl'Hlencc, which 1 distinctly un­
derstood, ,rns tl1is: 

' In questo luogo vcn1111ente, in questo gio1-iw, anolie 
in questa ora giwto, it 11ostro Signon:,' &c. (In this 
verr place, on this da~·. and even at this very hour, 
our Lord, &c.) The sermon continued ahout thirty 
minutes, wlwn t\\'o priests, with two carnllrs, and with 
a larf!e cross, f'nterr1l the rhapel. A proccssio11 was 
thrn forrnrd lo Yisit the holy places. They came first 
to the apartnH'nt where the soldif'ri'- dh·ided the gar­
mrnts of our Lord. IIcre we hrard a srcontl :-ermon 
in ltalia11. It "·as ddiwrrd with much h·ss dislinct-
1wss than the otlwr. TIH'r prncc1•dP1l to auother 
small aparlmPnt, whrrr a srrn1011 "·as rlclivcrcd in 
Spm1ish, relating to thf' crowning of our Saviour 
with thorns. 

s 
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" Thefourtlt sermon was delivered on .Mount Cal­
vary, on the spot where the Saviour was nailed to 
the cross; theji.fU1, on the spot where the cross was 
rai5ed ; .both in Halian. After this, a cros':l was 
erected, having 011 it an image ahout three fret in 
J,·ngth, exactly in the posture of a prr~on crucified. 
Shortly after, two men designed to reprt•sent Nico­
denms and Joseph, ascended the cross, drew out the 
nails, and carefully took down the Lody and laid it in 
a napkin. 

" From Cah-ary, they proceeded to the stone of 
unction, ,yhere, after anointing the horly, the superior 
of the convent delivered a sermon in Ara.bic. He 
began by clasping his hands, raising his eyes to hea­
ven, as if he would i;;ay, ' all is lost.' Next proceed­
ed to the holy sepulchre, where the Lody was depo­
sited, and a swenth sermon delivered in Spanish. The 
scnices ended at half-past tru in the evening·. 

" The Copts and Syrians came next in order. 
'fhcy visited the same }Jlaces as before mentioned ; 
they carried paintings instead of images, and substi­
tuted singing for sermons. 

" Twelve o'clock at night the Greeks formed a 
procession, and, besides visiting Calvarr, passed 
around the tomb three times, as is their usual prac­
tice, in honour of the three persons in the trinity. 
The Greeks also carried paintings, hut not images. 
There were no sermons during their services. 

" Saturday, 21.-Nothing occurred in the morning 
of any importance. The afternoon was a memorable 
season. Every apartment of the church was crowded 
with Turks, .Jews, Christians, and with veople from 
every nation under heawn. These assemhled to 
witness the supposed miraculous descrnt of the Holy 
Spirit, under the similitude of.fire. It is estimated, 
that at least :1000 people were present. The gover­
nor of the citv, aml Turks of rank were there. A 
very conveni~nt place was allotted me, to observe 

._ distinctly every ceremony. A bout tweh-e o'clock we 
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witnessed scenes of a very extraordinary 11ature, aud 
highly derogatory to the Christian profession. A 
body of Arah Christians, natives of PalPstinr, were 
admitted to perform their part in the dutirs of the 
holy week. They hegan hr running round the holy 
sepukhre, with all the frantic airs of madmen; clap­
ping their hands,-throwing· their caps into the air, 
-cufling each other's ears,-lcnping half naked up­
on the shoulders of their companio11s,-hallooing, or 
rather shrieking·, to the utmost extent of thei 1· voices. 
This was the exhibition to five thousand people, who 
were in expectation of soon witnessing the descent of 
the holy fire. 

" Ahont one o'clock, the Turks entered the small 
apartment of the holy tomb, extinguished the lamps, 
closed the door, aud set a ,rntch. I was determined 
to enter rnysclf the holy sepulchre, with the Russian 
consul, to sec from what direction the fire proceeded. 
But they replied, ' The Turks will not give pennis­
sion to strangers to enter.' Shortly after, the princi­
pal Greek priest entered the holy sepulchre, attrmled 
hy the Armenian patriarch, and also by the Syrian 
patriareh. The Greek priest, however, entcre1l the 
sacred apartment wmttcmled. Every eye was fixed 
as the time approached. As we stood waiting-, sud­
denly there dartrd from the sepulchre a flaming 
toreh, which was carried almost instantaneously to a 
distant part of the assemhly. I stood am01.1g the 
first to receive the fire, and to prove that, as to its 
power of burning, it contai11cd no extraordinary qua­
lities. The zeal of the pilgrims to get a part of the 
fire before the superior qualitirs departed, (as they 
say it burns like other fire in a few 1ninutes,) endan­
gered the lives of many. Senral were well nigh 
crushed to death. Some lighted candles, others tow, 
with a view to preserve a part of its iHlluencc. Some 
held their faces in tlrn hlaze, sa,·ing, ' It does not 
burn.' Others said, ' Now, Lord; l l~cJieyc, forgiYc 
my former unbelief.' After this, the pilgrims rctir-
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ed, abundantly satisfied with what they had seen and 
heard. I have thought it rather strange, thc:t the 
Greeks, when urging npon me the eYidcnce of the 
superiority of their religion, have never mentioned 
the miracle of the holy tire. 

" Aziril 22.-A littie past mid.night began the ce­
remonies of the resurrection. The church of the holv 
sepulchre was splendidly illuminated to represent th~ 
glory of that morning, when arose to live and reign 
the King of Glory. The Holy ~cripturcs were read 
in anciPnt Greek, Hussian, Arabic, Turkish, Arme­
niau, Latin, and in several other languag-es. The 
proeessions were splendid, aml the eeremonies nume­
rous. 

" In the moming, all retired from the church to 
their respective r.ahitations. Here end the services 
of the holy ,reek. 

" I was often led to hope, that the holy church will 
soon be eonsecrated entirely to the promotion of true 
piety among all classes of Christians. What an op­
portunity it will afford, to those who ha·;e the spirit 
which Peter possessed 011 the day of Pentecost; and 
who will boldly proceed to open and allege the 
Scriptures, and to lead thousands, hy a blessing from 
ahove, to cry,' :Men and brethren, what shall we do?' 
If I am not greatly deceind, I behold, even now, the 
dawning of that g·lorious day. :\fay all who love the 
gates of Zion hold not their peace, ' till the righte­
ousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salnt­
tion thereof as a lamp that hurneth.' 

" April 25.-Thc English gentlemen invited me 
to accompany them to the house of the gonrnor. He 
receivPd us with much politeness, and otforcd to fur­
nish us with a guard from J ericha to the Dead Sea, 
and to give us all the assistance necessary. 

" April :26.-At nine o'clock, left Jerusalem for 
the Jordan. The pilgrims were scvernl hours in 
a,lvance. The Govrrnor of J erusalcm, atkmlcd by 
his guard, aceompru1icd us. He requested the Eug-
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lish gentlemen to ride immediately bchiml him. At 
twelve o'clock stopped at a fou11tain, where, it is said, 
our Saviour often refreshed himsdf Oil his way from 
.lerieho to Jerusalem. A little further we pa~scd 
Balmrim, where David was cursed and sto11ed by 
Shimci, and where, resig11cd to the will of his hea­
veuh" Father, he uttered these memorable words, 
' Let him alone; let him curse; for the Lord hath 
hidden him.' At four o'elock, pitched our tent 011 

the plaius of .J erieho. \Y cnt to view the present vil­
lage of .f criclw, consisting of a few mud huts, iu the 
centre of an extended plain. Towards the east, be­
yond Jordan, we beheld the mount which :i\Ioses as­
cended, and whence he viewed the land of promise ; 
to the west the wilderness in which our Saviour fast­
ed forty dap, and forty nights, and was afterwards 
tempted by the Devil. \Ye ~carchecl in vain for some 
rcrnuauts of the wall which (:ou ovf'rthrcw at the 
blowing of rams' horns. About three hunurcd Arabs 
inhabit this village. 

" April 27.-After slf'epinp; brn homs on the 
ground, we were awakened at half-past t,,·o o'clock, 
and ordered to proceed to the ,Jordan. On our way, 
some remarks were made conccrnin~ the Scripture 
history of this river. The armies of Israel passed 
it on dry land ' right over against .Jericho.' Elijah 
took his mantle and wrapped it tog;1•thcr, and s111ote 
the waters, and they were divitfod hither and thither. 
Herc also ' Elisha cried, 11'/iere is the Lord God qf 
Rllj'a!t ?- and smote the waters, and they divided hi­
ther and thither.' 

" Here, at the baptism of our Saviour, were the 
heavens opened, anu • Lo, a voice from heaven, say­
ing,• This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.' 

" At fiYc o'clock, stood on the hanks of Jordan. 
The current, in consequence of the great rains, was 
rapid and violent. 'l'h11 banks of the ri vcr were ten 
feet, at least, above the level of the water. The pil-

s 2 
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grims all rushed into the stream, and plwiged them­
selves beneath the sacred waters. Among the spec­
tators were the Go\'ernor arnl his guard. 

" At six, left .Jordan, and hent our course towards 
the Dead Sea. The (~overnor seut a g·uanl with us. 
A.rriveu at half past seven o'clock. The way was 
tluough a desprt of sanu. The water of the Dead 
:::ca i;· excessive!\' hitter. \Ye could see far towards 
the place where· were engulfotl the guilty C'itiesj,of 
::-:mlom anJ (~omurrnh, the inhabitants of which are 
:-ct forth for an example, sullcring the vengeance of 
dernal fire. 

" Left the Dea1l Sl'a at eight o'clock, and arrived 
at 0111" teut, on the plain:-: ~f .J <'richo, at half-past 
niue. At two P . .;\L, set out for .T e1usalem, and ar­
rh·ed at eight in the evening. On onr arrh·al, we 
learned thc1t seHral Hussian pilgrims had hrrn 
mmmlrd hy the .,\i·ahs. The hlame is charged upon 
the pilgTiim. 

" .April :10.-'1\'('re informed this day by a letter 
from Hama, that th,~ Eng-li~h gentlemen, on their re­
turn, wNe arrested, deprived of their arms, and in­
sulted. 'Shat rendered the event more alarming 
was, that it was not done by a lawless handitti, but 
hr orders from the Govcnior of .J alfa. Their arms 
were afterwards restored. 

" 1lla_y '2.-Sent several letters to Smyma by an 
Armenian pilgrim. 

" The numher of pilgrims present at this Passover 
may thus be stated :-One thousand two hundred 
f:reeks, one thou:-and four hundred Armenians, se­
venty Copts, twenty Syrians, fifteen Catholics, one 
Alffssinian: Total, two thousand seven hundred and 
six:" 

In Jerusalem are eleveu mosques, five syna­
~ogues, and twenty monasteries hclouging to the 
<li!forent denominations of Christians. Bt·longing to 
the (:reek patriarchate of .Jrrn~alcm thcn1 an• thir-
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teen hishoprics--of Petrea, Nazareth, Lydda, Gaza, 
Philadelphia beyoncl Jordan, Ccsarca, Baslrnn, Ptole­
mais, Bethlehem, N ea polis, .J atfo, ;\Iount Tabor, and 
l\lotmt Sinai. FiYe of thrsc bishoprics are Ya.cant. 
All the his)l[)ps liYc away from their clioccssrs. This 
information :Ur. Parsons rccci ved from a respectable 
(~ret·k priest. 

" Jfr~y :i.-Sinee my arrival in .Jerusalem, I hav,, 
sold Arabic psalter,;, 11i11ety-ni11e copies; sold nreek 
Testaments, since leaving Smyrna, forty-one; Per­
sian Testamrufs, (quarto) brn ; Armenian Testa­
ments, srvr•n; Italian Trstanwnl, one; gase a\\'ay, 
where there was a prospect of usefulness, (~reek, 
eleven; French, Italian, Persian, Armenian, nine. 

" lfopeated arnl earnest applications were made 
for Armenian Testaments, hat it was not in my 
power to procure them. It will he n•memberccl 
that, hcforc m,T arrival, l3iblcs and Testaments were 
deposited in tli.c respective monasterirs hy Procopius. 
How many have hecn sold I am not able to say ; Pru­
copius has not had time to prepare the account." 

[·' Jir. Parsons here gives a varticular account of 
the distribution of more than three thousand tracts 
after he left Smyrna. He gave th"m to many priests, 
bishops, schoolmasters, and inquisitive pilgrims. He 
sent them in every direction from J ermalcm. ~omc 
copies were in the hands of pilgrims, who liYc morn 

I 
than a thousand miles from that city. Should a mis­
sionary, residing there, he folly supplied with books 
in ditforent languages, there is no calculating· how 

I much hr might do in the great work of promoting 
). genuine religion."]-Ec/. J!iss. 1-li:1·. 

" Before leaYing the city, I must say that in many 
respects my time has passed pleasantly since my ar­
rival at the holy city. i\'ly health, I think, was 
nr.vcr better for three months in succession. If I 
harl hren hetler fnrni~hed with Bihle:c- and tracts. l 
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might, by the Divine blessing, have greatly extended 
my usefulness. As it respects gaining and impart­
ing iuformation, this is indeed the centre of the world. 

, The station must not be relinquished. The door is 
already open. Ditiiculties must he expected; hut 
the gooJ resulting from a mission established here 
will be an intinitc reward. 

" Jla,1J 3.-Early this morning visited the bishops, 
and took my leave of them They said, ' \Ye wish 
to see you again in this city.' Left the city at six 
o'clock by Ja:fa gate. As l ascended the hill west of 
the city, 1 turned to take another view of the dearest 
spot on earth. The words of David were fresh in 
my mind, ' lf I shall find favour in the eyes of the 
Lord, he will hring me again, and show me hoth it 
and his habitation.' 

" At J atfa gate I was stopped by two Turkish sol­
diers, in front of se,·eral cannon. One Turk stood 
at my right hand, and another at my left, with pistols 
and swords. After waiting for half an hour, orders 
came from thr g-overnor for permission to enter the 
city. The English consul received me into his fami­
ly, and invited me to tarry a few \\"eeks for more 
decisive information concerning the present disturb­
ances. In the evening, visited the family of the Rus­
sian consul, and fotmd it in a most distressing situa­
tion. A few hours previous to my arrival, the con­
sul fled secretly from the city, and set sail for Con­
stantinople. This he did, they informed me, to save 
himself from the bloody lmifc of the Turk. 

" Ma.lJ 9.-1 fowul a vrssel how-1d to Ecio. Ap;reed 
with the captain for a passage, at less than half the 
sum which l was obliged to give for a passag·e from 
Smyrna to J atfa. At sunset, left Jaffa in company 
with the presiding· priest of the church at (;ethsc­
manc, and a multitude of pilgTims. 'fhe report that 
the Hussian consul at Acre had been lwheaded, ex­
cited a p;eneral alarm, and the pilgrims were glad to 
escape from imminent danger. 
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" Jfo.1/ 15.-Had some profitalile conversation with 
the Grerk priest who accompanied us. I reqursted 
him to prove from the ~cripturrs the articles of his 
creed ; such as the duty of otforing· prayers to the 
Virgin :\lary,-praying for the uead, &c He de­
clined, and appealetl to the fathers. He arlrled,' The 
Hible is not capable of attording- instruction without 
the aid of th<' holy fathers.' Ui1t in what a deplor­
able situation, I replied, does this place the greater 
part of Christians '. They must search a thousand 
folio volumes to learn their dutv. \\·here is there 
one out of ten thou~and that wot~ld not die in igno­
rance of the will of God? 

" Jfc(lJ 17.-\Yith regard to confession, the Greek 
priest said, ' If a man commit a great offence, he 
must go to the bishop, tell his fault, and the1~ supply 
the church with candles and oil, and give of his suh­
stance to feed the poor.' Not a word said abont re­
pentance towards God, and faith in the Lord .Jesus 
Christ. 

" llfc(lJ ~0.-A memorable morning. Soon aft1'-l" 
sunrise, we observed a vessel heforc us, with a flag 
perfectly hlack, with thr exception of a white cross 
in the middle, and a red crescent beneath it. \Ve 
were soon hailed, and ordered to lower sails. The 
captain of the vessel, with a 1111mhrr of soldiers, vi­
sited us, ordered our flag to he taken down, and then, 
with the utmost contem1~t, trampled it wulcr his fret, 
prononrn;ing a curse on him who !-hould raise it. 
• \Ve do not take yom· vessel,' said the,·,' nor do we 
wish to molest Greek pilgrims, but • we seek the 
blood of Turks. They have cxecut<'d our patriarch 
and our bishops, and "·c are determined to stand in 
defence of our lives and of our religion. All the 
Greeks in the 7\Iorra anrl on the islands arc in arms. 
lf you arc arrested by a Tnrki~h vessel, yon must 
expect immcdicJ,tC execution.' It is impossii>le to de­
scrihc the consternation which 1n·cvailed among the 
pilgrims. The women especially lifted up their 
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voices and wept. From our vessel they went in 
search of another vessel of pilgrims which accompa­
nied us from .Tatla. There they fo1mrl hrn Turks 
and about thirty .Tews. They were all arrrstetl a.nu 
put in confinen{ent. The T1;rks w,~re to he beheaded 
immediately, but the .Jews reserved for trial. The 
pilgrims stood on deck to see the dreadful scene, but 
we were soon at too great a distance to witness the 
execution. During the day we observed many other 
vessels with a similar flag. 

'' June 2.-A voyage to and from .T erusalem, in 
company with pilgrims, is attended with many things 
w1pleasant; but without douht affords the best advan­
tage forgiving instruction and for gaining an extensive 
influence. For more than two months, 1 have resided 
with pilgrims on their passage to and from .Jerusalem. 
I have been with them, as one of their numher, read 
to them the Holy Scriptures, conversed with them 
upon the nature and importance of renewing grace, 
and of constant preparation for the coming of Christ. 
Not in one instancr have I been interrupted by im­
proper condnct. During the whole passage, I per­
ceiveu not a smile of contempt towards the word of 
God. Generally there was a pleasing attention. 
The elfect of reading the Scriptures upon several of 
the pilgrims was very apparent, and very salutary. 
They w1derstood what they read, and repeated to me 
the substance with great correctness. These impres­
sions may soon be etfaced, and they may, by the bless­
ing of God, result in a saving conversion to the truth. 
Of this I am sure, that wherever th1•y wander as pil­
grims on earth they will he commended to God by 
many, who wait for the redemption of Israel. 

"The reading of the Scriptures is perhaps the 
most effectual method of doing· good at Jerusalem. 
In this respect, the time from Christmas to the Pass­
over is invaluahle. Multitudes, and among them 
men of influence and literature, from almost every 
part of the world, are literally assembled in one 
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place; and Urn information they recein will be co111-
11mnicated to thousands of souls. This station I view 
as one of the most important that can be selected, and 
one which cannot be relinquished, without g-reat 
criminality on the pat;t of the Christian commm{ity. 

"June lG.-After dinner, my reflections upon the 
coming glory of Christ's kingdom were tmcommonly 
rcfre~hing. God has come out of his place in the 
fierceness of his wrath to punish the nation!- that have 
fur ages forg·otten him. The prospect is, that Tur­
kev must be drenched in blood. How terrible is 
(~dd in arms! Uut I fee I a great desire to remain 
and sec the end, if it be the will of our heavenly 
Father. To all who seek the prosperity of L':ion, 
the present commotions will lrn viewed as the dev­
elopment of those eternal counsels "·hieh secure all 
kingdoms to Christ. E ince the illustrious days of the 
Apostles, there have never been more evident dis­
plays of the determination of God to visit and redeem 
the;e sacred shores. Let us admire and tremble and 
adore. l\1y prayer is for wisdom to conduct myself 
worthy of my calling, that whether in health or in 
sickness, in prison or in death, I may glory iu nothing· 
save iu the cross of Christ, and by it be crucified to 
the world and to all its alluremmts." 

In a letter to his oldest brother, Mr. Parsons men­
tions a distressing calamity which befell a numher of 
pilgrims with whom he had associated. " The pilgrims 
left Jerusalem when I did. ,Ye sailed from .Jaffa 
about the rnme time, in several vessels. One ves~el 
stopped at HI1odes, without knowing of the war. The 
Turks came on hoard and beheaded sixty or seventy 
at one time. It attected me the more, as I had taken 
a very tender intc-rest in their welfare. But they 
sleep i11 death, resC'n·ed to the final retribution, when 
both Turks and Gre(ks will render their account to 
theJmlge of all the ('arth." 
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The following extract from a leltei." to hb brother 
I. P., <lated July l8, will only he adding one dark 
shade to that dismal picture "·hirh European Turkey 
has presented fo1· the last three years. 

" To g;ive ~-ou some clescription of the state of the 
country, L will insnt a few sentPnct•s from a letter 
whid1 ·1 reccivc1l yesterday from the English .-;unsul 
at S111yrna. 'The poor (::.reeks arc killerl with as 
much cold blood as boys kill rats or spiders. Such 
is the horrhl war which the (~rePks hnse commenced. 
God ouly knows where it will ernl; I am of opinion, 
had e110ugh for the Greeks, however 1 may pity them, 
seeing them lumtcd flown aud shot before my 1iag·. 
The bay (Smyrna gulf) is coYered with tented boats 
full of (~n·eks, as the only refuge from the bloody 
lmife or leaden hnllct of the Turk.' 

" The future is all dark to man, hut uoon-day to 
f,ml. I tind llO reason for discouragement. For a 
short time we may he kept from Jerusalem; hut it 
will not he long before we or other missionaries 
will enter that sacred city with shoutings of great joy. 
My brother, it is good to be here.-(::.od is indeerl 
giYiug the nalions blood to drink, hut the church is 
his peculiar care.'' 

" Ju{y 18.-1\iy birth day; twenty-nine years olrl. 
Thus rapidly I hasten to the close of my work. Yet 
a little, and years ancl days arc past. 'fhis morning 

1 I desire to number my days, that I may apply my 
lwart to wisdom. The past year has heel\ a year of 
trials, and of peculiar mercies. l have not to accuse 

1 myself of idleness so much as of the misapplication of 
., '. exertions. It, is not enough to he husy-for many 

it arc busy who hri11g nothing to pass-busy about no­
thing. Upon reviewing the past, l can sec very many 
occasions in which by a different arrangement greater 
good would have been the probable result. I fiud it 
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one of the greatest difficulties attcn:Iinp; 1;1y rni:,sioH1 
to !mow how to impro\"C opportw1itics-how lo ad­
dress strangers-how 111uch tu sar-"·hat it is prmle11t 
t.o saY-whcn to he silent-when lo assume the bold­
ness ·of the lion, and \\·hen the gentleness of the lamb. 
I have heen oppressed, and sometimes in an agony 
for fear of doing ,rhat shonld not be done, or of lcav­
iug tmdone what shoulfl he done. The only relief is 
to look to !tim who giveth lihcrallr and nphraideth 
not. The probaliilitr of being kept from J Prusalnn 
a long time is m:· greatest trial. 1'1y hPart is there. 
I never ,rns seusi hie of greater attachment to auy 
place. I am tried v;ith impatience. Lord, enable 
me to say ' Thy will he done.'" 

\Yhile on the Island of Syra, :'.\Ir. Parsons laboured 
diligently and foithfullr as a missionary, so far as 
his health aml retired circumstances permitted. lu 
addition to the instruction of a few pupils, he n•arl 
the ~cripturcs daily to " precious immortals.'' On 
the ~7th of August, his health was go()(l; hut inune­
diately after he was seized with a distressing malady, 
wl1ich was of long contimiance. His first letter after 
he began to amend was written to his mother, from 
which i make several extracts. 

" •~IJra, October 11, 1821. 
" ;\l Y DEAR ~'loTnER,-There is another subject 

which has been much on my mintl,-that of the em­
ployment of angels, and prohahly of saints, in con­
veying sonls to heaven. How this is done i5 not im­
portant. But how honourable and pleasing the cm­
})lorment '. \Yho woulrl 11ot convey a prisoner, long 
confined in a duu~eon, to his weeping, yet joyful 
friends? \Yho would not assist in com·cving- Laza-• 
rus to Abraham's bosom? \Yho would i10t 'airl ~t. 
Paul in his heavenly course to him whom, thoueh 
nnsern 1 he Jovc<l? i was long prying into this sU:h-

·L· 
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j-ect, when these words were impressed on rny mind, 
• Stand hack-stand hack, it is too deep for thee.' 

" I think that Job savs, ' \ Yhen I lie down thou 
searest me ,Yith dreams> I helicvc that most sick 
people say that terrific dreams arc a great affliction. 
In my sickness the Lord mercifully sand me from 
this pain. It has hecn a great consolation to me. I 
,\·as sometimes in America, building meeting-houses, 
theological SPminaries, teaching children. I believe 
if my dreams were true, I have done as much in Ame­
rica for the past month as any one minister. But l 
wa.s often in Jerusalem preaching with great success, 
1111d once I reasoned before the Governor of Smyrna, 
as Paul did before Felix. You sec I am a ~hild; 
true I am very weak Now, my mother, the Lord 
bless you in the family, in retirement, in your visits, 
in your attempts to do good ; the Lord bless yon in 
all things." 

This was the last letter which Mr. Parsons wrote 
separately to his mother. At a later period he di­
rected to her some devotional exercises of an early 
date. The manuscript containing them has the fol­
lowing preface or dedication :-" To my dear mother 
I leave the following reflections. Imperfect as they 
are, it may afford some consolation to know how the 
Lord hath led her absent son through this vale of sin 
and sorrow. I have reviewed these pages with pain, 
to find so much said of living to God, and yet so little 
progress in a divine life. But to enjoy one hour of 
communion wiU1 heaven outweighs in value the splen­
dour and gl011' of the world. To have a single ray 
of light to guide the wandering feet through this 
dreary wilderness is a favour never lo be forgotkn. 
I bless God, nnd I call upon my frirnds to bless him 
for even a glimmering hope of attaining unto the re­
surrection of the just. l\fay my dear mother walk 
evermore in the light of God'i-; counlenancr, and find 
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a safe and Lriumphant passage to the shores of eter­
nal peace." 

It now hecomes my mclaucholy tluty to inform the 
reader, that l\'lrs. Parsons, the hououred mother of 
such a son, is no longer a d we lier in this vale of tears. 
Haviug complctetl sixty-four years, on the 30th of 
Jauuary, 18:24•, she feel asleep, after a short hut very 
distrcssiug ilh1ess; nor have her Christian friends 
auy douht hut that she found " a safe and triumphant 
passage to the shores of eternal peace." 

A letter to his Father. 

" 8_yra, Octobt·1· 15, 1821. 
" The doctor says I may write a little, hut must 

not read; so why may I not converse a while with 
my ever dear father? 

" During my sickness I have had occasion often to 
bless my parents for teaching me the Scriptures. 
When a nry little child, my parents required me to 
learn the twelfth chapter of Ecclesiastes, twelfth chap­
ter of Homans, and twelfth chapter of Hebrews. Al­
most e,·ery verse of these chapters has ever since 
remained in my mind ; and twenty-five years after, 
when ou a sick, and in the opinion of all around, a 
d:.-ing lied, some of these passages gave me the great­
est consolation. 

" l\'o person in this world will fully value the in­
struction of very little children. Impressions then 
made are remembered, arnl beyond a doubt, lead many 
to repentance, twenty, thirty, or fifty years after. 
Your exertions, my father, for Sahhath schools give 
me g-reat pleasure. How many children will bless 
you, years hence, when departing from the world to 
their final Juuge. 

" I wish you, my father, to remember me to all 
Sabbath school teachers you may see in your missions. 
Greatly encourage them in their work. Their re­
ward will be more precious than gold. The thanks 
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of one dying pupil will be a compensation of more 
value than the world. 

" ~atan well knows that this system is taking deep 
hold of his kingdom, and for this reason he will dis­
courage teachers; tell them that chilclr<'n are not better, 
but rather wor:-e. He will tell children that it is 
not honourable, it is a sham<' to be seen studying the 
Hihle. This is YCIT natural. For ~atan ]mows that 
he cannot erasP imp~(•s"ions made in ('hildhood. He 
],nows the Dh·ine power of the "·ord of God. He 
knows his weakness whrn a passage of ~eripture 
takes hold of the mind. 

" 0 my father, I am quite sure that this system, 
conducted with pietr, is to be one grand instrwnent 
of converting; the world. It is silent; nearly con­
nected with revivals. l\Ien of the world do not see 
its tendency. (;od only knows the extent of its iri­
tluencP. The more silence in these schools, perhaps 
the hPtter. The less said, the more done. The less 
noise, the deeper the impression. One passage fixed 
in the heart is better than more in the head. I have 
thought that if the instructor would often repeat the 
passage after the child, without any observation, the 
cflect would be salutary ; as whrn the child says, 
• God is angry with the wicked every day,' the in­
structor may say slowly, • God is angry with the 
wicked every day.' 

" .Parade about religion is full of mischief. The 
adversary can thus undo in one dar the labour of 
months. God Almighty destroy his cruel kingdom! 

" I have said much. I must clos:-. I gain strength 
<>very clay. Once or twice I have walked abroad. 
The doctor sa;·s to-morrow I must rirle. 1.'his is a 
great privil<>g~. I know that my father will pray 
that this sickness may make me a Letter missionary. 

" In all your missions, visits, aml plans of useful­
ness, the Lord grant his peculiar blessing.'' 

It is worthy of remark that while Mr. Parsons, at 
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the distance of more than five thousand miles, felt un­
usual solicitude, and had uncommon freedom in prayer 
for the church and people in Shoreham, they were 
blessed with a season of refreshing from the presence 
of the Lord. 

Notwithstanding his sickness, and that bloody wa1· 
prevailing in Turkey, which greatly embarrassed 
the operations of Christian benevolence, l\lr. Parsons 
enjoyed a sacred calm within. He says in a letter, 
" The summer past has been a season of great alttic­
tion, yet I am enabled to say with new strength, ' none 
of these things move me. ' l\ly sick bed has not been 
without perpetual blessings." So far were his trials 
from producing a desire to return to the bosom of his 
friends in his native land, that they seem to have 
strengthened his attachment to the fidd of his labours. 
In a letter to his brother, l\Ir. l. P., he observes, 
"You know not how contented I am in Asia. Every 
thing looks natural, every thing pleasant. I once 
thought it impossible to gain so ardent an attachment 
to a foreig·n land. But where my work is, there are 
my a!foctions. " 

Journal-" Sabbath, Nov. 18.-Great spiritual af­
flictions. Am cast out from the presence of God. My 
sins appear without a covering. I cry in the bitter­
ness of my soul. It is diflicult to leave myselfat the 
Divine disposal, and to say, life or death as thou 
pleasest. I do desire Ii fe with a great and constant 
desire; not to return to America ; not to sec my 
friends, hut to see Palestine,-to see our mission es­
tablished,-to preach the gospel to the heathen. But 
God hides his face. I am in trouhle. I would, and 
yet I do not. I percrive no advancement in grace,-
110 increase of strength against temptation. My hope 
is feeble, trembling. Found a little rest while read­
ing the third chapter of Lamentations. God docs not 
atttict willingly. Why sl1C1uld a living man com­
plain? 

l' 2 
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" November 22.-Off Tino-wind in our fovonr­
several vessels in sight. ln the morning, supplied 
the orlicers of the vess ·l with religious tracts in the 
French language. They read them attentively, and 
the clerk of the ship was much interested with the 
tract called ' Short method with Deists.' He is a 
Catholic, hut he renmrked, ' Christians of all deno­
minations must appro,·e of this. lt is well calculated 
to do gooJ in this country.' He accepted of a copy 
which 1 had with me, for the purpose of perusing it 
frequently. At evening were prayers on deck. The 
sailors were all arranged in order, and with much so­
lemnity repeated the Lord's prayer, the tc·n command­
ments, and ottered prayer.~ to the Virgin Mary. But 
the same otficers who led the prayers of the evening, 
with the utmost external sanctity, during the rlay re­
peatedly denounced the most dreatlfol curses on the 
sailors. Surely this people draweih near to God 
with the mouth, while the heart is for from him. 

" December 3.-At six set sail for the port (of 
~myrna,) awl at one o'clock hrother Fisk arrived 
on board the ship. In view of the affiictions of the 
past year, our meeting wa'i r<'llclerecl deeply affocting 
to u<; Loth. i\Iay it tend to quicken us in our work, 
all(l prepare us for more vigoroas Pxertions in the 
cause of Christ. Passeri the night with l.Jrother Fisk 
at the house of ::\'Iessrs. Vaulenncp, and united together 
in observance of the monthly concert. 

" December 1,.-This afternoon took the room in 
the house of :Vlr. \V errr, the English consul, which 
was occupied hy the late British chaplain. On the 
H,lh of Decemhcr, 1820, I left the same room for a 
voyage to J crusalem. On the 1.th of Decemlier, 1821, 
I took up my residence in the same apartment. The 
year is past, and my first mission to the holy city is 
scaled up to the final jurlgment. 

" December lG.-A precious Sabhath morning. \Ve 
111inglcrl our prayers and our tears for direction in 
1lut.,·. \Ve fou11d our desires nnc; our joys increasnl. 
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These seasons tend to diminish my attachment to the 
earth. 1 cannot be too grateful that we h::tve a little 
time to set onr house in order, ancl wait whether life 
or death is the appointment of our heavenly Father. 
\Ve talk of plans for the future, and yet we ,rnuld 
always be ready to leave them to he finished by 
others." 

Extracts from a letter to myself. 

" Smyrna, December '28, 18'21. 
" DEAit BROTHER l\'IoRTON,-1 arrived here De­

cember 3d, and have had a precious month with bro­
ther Fisk. \Ye cannot be too thankful for the privi­
lege of meeting again on missionary ground, after a 
year of separation. It has greatly increased our de­
sire to he w1ited for many years in our blessed work. 
\Ve design, if the way is plain, to sail to Egypt 
soon, in hopes of reaching Jerusalem before the Pass­
over. 

" I remember your 1ieople with great affection, 
am1 they will not forget that the tabcnmcle of David 
has fallen. 

" Let me assure you, my deare:-t brother and sis­
ter, that we never felt greater encouragemrnt in our 
work, and never greater oneness of soul and of spirit. 
God seems to be with us of a truth in some of our 
seasons of devotion. \Ye bless God for sending us to 
this Jield. Every day will we bless him for enabling 
us to instruct a few souls in the knowledge of the 
Holy Hihle. I look forwanl to our final meeting 
with some hope that the Lord will enable us to hring 
with us a few precious immortals redeemed hy the 
blood of Christ." 

Journal-" Januai:IJ 1, 1822.-New year's day. Set 
it apart for prayer and confession, and for supplica­
linn in re~anl to the foture year. Srldom ha, a )'f'ctr 
<lawnerl upon us with more :-wPet mul melting- ~<'a-.011~ 
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of devotion. Perhaps never have we enjoyed more' 
nearness to God in social duty. My present very 
feeble health reminds me of the probability that the 
next new year's day sw1 will shine upon my grave. 
I wish to think that I stand near to that dreadful 
hour." 

A letter to his eldest brother. 

" Sm:Jrna, Janum:IJ I, 182i. 
" ::\1 Y DEAR IlROTHER,-To my aged and dearly 

lieloved parents, to my ever dear brothers, Ira and 
Luther, 1 send from a far country, the family saluta­
tion,-a happy new year. Happy he that precious 
dwelling'. hapµy all mr dear relatives in their em­
ployments, desigT1s; yea, may they know the happi­
ness of that ma11, whose God is the Lord. 

" My health is very much reduced. It is the de­
cided opinion of the doctor of Smyrna, of brother 
Fisk, and of my other friends, that I should sail im­
mediately for Alexandria in Egypt. I yield to their 
opinion, hoping that the Divine blessing will attend 
this design. I wish to set sail in view of life or 
death, having my eye fixed on the invisible world. I 
trust that, in our dear dwelling, will be otfored many 
prayers to God for me. My brother, may we not 
fail of an entrance into the kingdom of our Lord. 

" Dear brother, I have not time or strength to 
write more for the present. 

" I pray for you without ceasing; I hope to hear 
from you again; if not, the will of the Lord be 
done. 

" January 7.-'Ihe captain says we must sail this 
evening or to-morrow. I look forward ,dth some 
solicitude, as my health is very critical. I have, 
however, here the same kind heavenly Protector as 
in America. After God has saved me from death a 
thousand times, I must not, (by his grace,) I wilt not 
be afraid. Dear brother, I do not regret leaving· my 
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father's house. I rejoice to live a missionarr, to live 
among those who are crying for the hread of heavru. 
Never was my mind more tranquil on this suhjrct. 
But i11 view of all the dangers and distresses of the 
}Hesent ,·oyage,-in view of sickness or recoYery ,­
in view of putting off this earthly tahemacle,-in 
view of an eternal separation from time, I cannot hut 
cast a wishful thought on my father's family,-a wish­
ful desire that all the members, whom I love as my 
own soul, may have a part in the first resurrection. 
0 that, with our dear parents, with brother and sis­
ter Morton and childrm, with dear brother Luther, 
we may sit down tog-ether in the temple of our ( ~od, 
and go no more out forever. Farewell. 

" .Janum:IJ 8.--0ur trunks are ordered on hoard; 
I mnst go; leave the event; look up to the Keeper of 
Israel; endure what my heavenly Father shall ap­
point for me. Farewell." 

Extracts from a letter to myself and Mrs. l\1. 

" Smyrna, .Janum:y 1, 1822. 
" ,vith pleasure never known before, do I send to 

the beloved family of my dear brother Morton, the 
usual salutation-a happy new year. Again, brother 
and sister l\'I., with little D. L. and E., a happy new 
year! Be ye happy together, apart, in health, in 
sickness, in prosperity, in adversity, and, if such he 
the will of God, (from such sorrow may you he pre­
served,) happy when you stand around the bed of 
death. Dear brother and sister, my present very 
feeble health remimls me that you will not receive 
from me another new year's salutation. I am daily 
taught to relinquish my hold on earth. This clay 
tahernacle, I am not without apprehension, will soon 
return to its native dust. I wish to set my house in 
order. The contemplated voyage to Alexandria 
may be instrumental of my recovery, by the blessing 
of God; and it may result, as (a similar course) did 
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with the dear Mr. \Yarren, in a speer.ly removal 
from earthly scenes. I mention this to excite your 
fervent prayers tu Goel for me." 

Extract from a letter to \Y~1. G. HooKER of lVl.id­
d.lebury, V crmont, dater.1 

" Smyma, January 7, 1822. 
" VERY DEAR Srn,--\Ye take with us to Egypt 

Bibles and tracts in many different languages, with 
the hope of distributing them both in Egypt and 
Mount Lebanon, and at Jerusalem at the Passover. 
\Yill not Christians implore a blessing on this at­
tempt to save souls? We have already supplied ten 
or twelve thousand people with portions of that truth 
which conducts to heaven. The eye of him who hath 
promised, that his word shall not return void will be 
constantly fixed on these Bibles and tracts ; and, long 
after we rest from our labours, souls may come to 
glory through the reading of this truth as it is in 
Jesus. Dear sir, it is a privilege to go forth bearing· 
precious seed, and to leave the result with the God of 
the harvest. The harvest will be glorious ancl uni­
versal. Let us rejoice in this assurance, and never 
be weary in well-doing." 

Journal. " January 8.-In view of the voyage I 
have been reading Psalms 91st and 121st. Job says, 
• \Vhen he hath tried me I shall come forth as gold.' 
Again, ' I have esteemed the words of his mouth 
more than my necessary food.' David says, ' At. 
what time I am afraid I will trust in thee.' Jere­
miah says, ' God doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve 
the children of men.' St. Paul says, ' Through great 
tribulation we must enter the kingdom of heaven.' 
On my voyage I clesire to be perfectly tranquil. So 
far as I can decide, the question of duty is made very 
plain, exceedingly plain. To hesitate, then, is to be 
afraid to follow where my Saviour leads; it is tQ 
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violate my sacred vows; it is to hold my life dearer 
than the command of Christ; it is to forget that I am 
not my own,-not in my own employrnent,-lmt in 
the service of the God of missions. A missionary, 
by his solemn and public vows, does give up his lit"e 
unto dcath,-he does turn away from earth and lay 
hold on heaven. 

" Dr. C. called and examined my feet, which are 
s,rnllen. He said that it was a sign of extreme de­
hility. Thus I am every hour led to exclaim, ' Lord, 
what a feeble piece.' This evening two passages 
gave me comfort: ' l\Iy soul waiteth for the Lord 
more than they that watch for the morning.' The 
other, ' He that goeth forth and weepeth, hearing pre­
cious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him.' I would wait on 
the Lord as my physician, comforter, and eternal re­
fuge from every fear, and from every affliction.'' 

A letter to his parents. 

" .Alexandria, (Fmpt,) January 17. 
'' DEAR PARE:sTs,-I arrived at Alexandria on Mon­

dav last, at l\,·o o'clock afternoon. \Ye had a re. 
rnarkahly quick passage ; only five days from Smyrna. 
The effect upon my health will he better known after 
a few days residence. I hope that it will be ultimately 
for my good, although I am now greatly exhausted; 
I desire to wait as a child to know the will of a kind 
and hcawnly Father. 

" \Ye may he happy if we abide in Christ, whether 
life or death he heforc us. A few friends visit us, 
with some of whom we have had profitable conversa­
tion. 

" How intr.resting·, my parents, to call to mind the 
visit of Ahraham aud .T acoh and of Joseph to this land. 
How many prayers of faith l\Joscs and Aaron made, 
when on the grt·at work of delinrin~ Israel. Herc 
God raised up Pharaoh to lie a YPssel of wrath. Hrre 
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he brought <,ut his people with a high hand, and sank 
the troops of Pharaoh as lead in the Red Sea. Here 
the great Head of the Church triumphed over all the 
gods of the heathen. Herc he showed his determina­
tion that the gates of hell shall never prevail against 
his chosen people. 0 yes, the same infant Jesus 
"·ho rcsicled in Eg~·pt is yet to appear in this land 
with more glory and majesty than when he appeared 
in the l,ush of Hon'b Soon that blessed day will 
come : ~'o come quickly, Lord Jesus." 

Journal-" Janw11:1J 21.-Find my strength great-
1 y reduced. Desire to he in readiness to meet my 
summons from the world ; have hut little expectation 
of rccowring stn·ngth before I go hence, to he here 
no more. l\ly great desire is to honour God and re­
ligion, eyen to the moment of closing my eyes. As 
il1is earthly tabernacle is dissoh-ing, I pray God to 
hnild me up into a ne\\", vigorous, spiritual man ; 
tlwn can I sing, with a dying voice,• 0 death,wherc 
is thy sting ?' I did desire to slumber till the resur­
rection on the holy hill Bethlehem, the hirth-place of 
our Saviour. Bui I rejoice that the Lord has hroughi 
me to Egypt. As to the future, may I say, ''I'he wiU 
of the Lord he done.' 

" .Jr,num:IJ 22.-In view of my great wealmess,and 
in consideration that all the means which we could 
use have not had their desired effect, we thought it 
1luty to set apart this day for prayer. \Ye enjoyed a 
season for several prayers, and for much conversa­
tion concerning God, as Physician and Parent. \Ye 
read Psalm lOG, Isaiah 38, and Lamentation 3, and 
many precious hymns. \re said, this day hrings hea-
1•c-11 near. :\lay it quicken us towards our home. 

" .Tanucr,y 23.-Rain most of the day; cold very 
uncomfortable; subject to constant chills; keep my 
lwd m()tj, ,,f lhe ,fay; find the nights refreshing, the 
d,iys lo11~. llrot.hcr Fisk niads to me much of the 
lime. OunMming and cnning dcwri.io11S are ev,n· 
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tteeply atli•cting. Thus while I descend to the liank~ 
of .Jorclan, l can gathrr a flower; I can sec a ray of 
light from lieyoncl the swelling flood. l\ly flesh is 
literally consumed like the smoke, lint nothing is im­
possihh~ with God. He cau make these dry bones 
praise him in this world, or he can lay them aside 
to raise from them a spiritual and glorious tabernacle 
for his kingdom. 

" .lanuai;lJ 2;1.-In the morning read the account of 
the character and doom of unfaithful ministers, (Eze­
kiel xxxiii. Afterwards we both endeavoured to 
confess our past unfaithfulness, and to supplicate with· 
many cries to God for the entire class of the clergy 
of every denomination in Asia. To he ever alive to 
this subject, it is necessary to contemplate often the 
wretchednrss of blind leaders of the blinJ, and of 
their deluded followers beyond the grave, in the fire 
that is never quenched. 

".Tanum;lJ i7.-Early in the morning read from 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, and prayt'cl together for 
onr Amrrican brother missionaries, and then for all 
faithful missionaries of even· denomination, and for 
cwry station, beg-inning at ·china, including India, 
Cape of Good Hope, fierra Leone, l\Ialta, Astrachan, 
&c. &c. 

" At ten hrotlicr Fisk went to the house of Mr. 
Lee, the Engfoh consul, to prrnch to a few Protes, 
tants, who seem to he grateful for his services. The 
distant prosprct of the f11tire conversion of this city 
to God, is a rich compensation for many years of toil 
and suffering. 

" .January 28.-\Veather a little more moderate. 
Rest well during the nights. The Sabbath past wa.-, 
highly iutcresting. No interrnptiow,; a little em­
blem of heaven. \V c rearl Isaiah xx iii. and the chap­
ters relating to the love, sntlhing, anJ cleath of Christ. 
Gained new encouragement to perseverance in our work. 
'J his morning read from Corinth inns concerning the 

u 
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superiority of c/writy, and our united prayers were 
for a great increase of charity in our own breasts, 
and throughout this world of sin : 

" .January ~0.-\Valked on the terrace of the house, 
and viewerl the city. Brother Fisk took me in his 
arms, and with ease carried me un the stairs. So 
wasted is this dying body. I assured him that it was 
my opinion that he would take care of this dissolving 
body but a few days longer. Let me he waiting, 
and at last say, ' Come, Lord, come quickly.' I am 
often very weary and sorrowful, but tears are not in 
heaven. 0 may I find the rest which remaineth for 
the people of God. 

" Fcbrum:IJ 1.-A woke with great faintness, which 
continued for an hour. I tried to cast my burdens 
on the Lord. After a few hours, he enabled. me to 
rlo it. • Come unto me, said the blessed Saviour, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.' God is very kind to me in my siclmess ; 
my appetite and sleep are usually excellent. My 
mind calm in view of death, althou!!;h I see heavenly 
things as through a glass rlarkly. l\I~, hope is, that 
as my outward man decays, my imrnrd man will be 
renewed day by day 

" February 3.-Awoke with greater weakness than 
ever I was sensible of before. I fear that I shall 
complain as my body drcays. How much Christians 
who are in health should pray for their brethren on 
a dying bed. I need many prayers to-day. I cry 
out in my distress. I do sink under the rod. Shall 
I ever s~e Jesus as he is ? \Vill Jesus make my 
dying- bed? Let me not doubt. I cry with every 
hreath to him who is my only hope. 

" Head, prayed, and conversed with Antonio. I 
told him that l expected to die, and my desire was to 
meet him in heaven. He promised to read the Bible, 
and to pray every day. How dreadfully solemn to 
remain frxrcl between two worlds,-between time 
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and eternity,-between a mortal and immortal taber-­
nacle ! How dreadful, how plcasiug to rest with all 
the saints! 

" Fcbrumy 4.-Monthly concert. Hearl iu the 
morning Psalm lxxii. and 1 Chron. xxix. and con­
versed respecting the last devotional attainments of 
Dadd, and made one request to Goel that we may at­
tain to a measure of the same faith, before we pass 
to the clear light of eternal day. \Ve remembered 
to pray for the three churches in Boston [which con­
tribute for the support of this mission,] and for all 
our brother missionaries, and last eYening we thought 
of our duty to all the colleges in America. On this 
evening we could only raise our cries to God for 
kings, princes, presidents, governors, all in civil, and 
all in ecclesiastical authority, that they may all praise 
our God. Let every thing praise God." 

A letter to myself and Mrs. 1\1. 

" Alc.randria, ( Egypt,) Fcbrum:IJ 4. 
" DEA.R BROTHER A.ND S1sT.ER,-Although my 

strength is much reduced since my departure from 
Smyrna, yet I enjoy a good appetite for food; usually 
sleep well; have no regular fever, and can reall and 
walk a short time every day. The mornings and 
evenings we pass reading the Scriptures, and in other 
devotional exercises. \Ve seem sometimes to know 
how precious it is to he alone with Christ. Espe­
cially this morning, (monthly concert,) we read 
Psalm lxxii. and 1 Chron. xxix. witl1 feelings of 
sweet nearness to heaven. Far from your dwelling 
and people; far from those with whom we were ac­
customed to meet on this holy consecrated day, we 
thought ourselves for a moment surroW1ding the same 
altar, and pouring out our souls before the same 
throne of grace. In this way, we gather a flower in 
the desert ; we catch a glimpse of light just before 
the dawn of the celestial, everlasting day. My dear 
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brother and sister, that blissful vision of the paradise 
of C:od will not long be concealed from our waiting 
CFS- Is not the thought of it amazing bliss: Hut 
no ruinrd sinner, like myself, can think of it but 
with the prayer, ' God he· merciful to me a sinner.' 

" \Yith rei:;-ard tofutw·e arrangements, there must 
he much uncertainty. A skilful physician Yisits me 
daily, ancl has giYen it as his opinion, that in this 
climate I can never enjoy good health, although I 
shall prohuhly nicover from my present weakness. 
He adYiscs us, after four or five weeks, to sail for 
Mount Lehanon, as the most promising- place in the 
East, (and perhaps in the world,) for the preserva­
tion of life. 'J'his arrangement will place us in the 
Yerv field in which we wish to labour for the sum­
me1:. If my health permit, it is highly probable 
that we shall be on l\Iount Lebanon in i\larch or 
April. 

" I must, my brother and sister, call upon you again 
to bless God that I have a dear Christian fellow-la­
bourer with me to nurse, comfort, and direct me in 
my present sickness. I cannot speak of this privi­
lege too often, nor with sufficient gratitude to Gorl ! 

" One more request. If I am remO\·ed suddenly 
from the world, I earnestly prar you to assure my 
dear brother L. that my most bitter pangs, as I view 
etcmity, arise from the thought of an eternal separa­
tion from one whom I have ever lo,·ed as my own 
soul. Farewell." 

· A letter to l\Ir. and l\Irs. L. of Goshen, l\Iassachu-
11etts, dated 

" Alexandria, Februm:1J G, 1822. 
" DEAR UxcLE AND AusT LnIAN,-i\'Iy repeated 

afflictions make me thir,k of the dealings of God to­
ward you My trials, however, arc short, light, and 
not worthy to lie compared with yours. For thirty, 
forty, and perhaps lift:, yPars, onr Di\•ine and very 
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tende,· Redeemer has kept you in a furnaoe seve11 
times heated. And so he has disciplined the other 
members of his family, not by a sing·le stroke, then 
giving them the rec01i-ipence, ·but by making every 
earthly comfort, sorrow,-by making every sweet, bit­
ter, and every day, dark and wearisome. So David 
l:iays, ' \Yhile I sutler thy terrors I am distracted.' 
.Jeremiah says, • I have eaten bread like ashes.' 
Daniel was with lions. Paul was in chains. Peter 
was crucified. The primitive saints were tortured, 
not accepting deliverance. llut let us hear these men 
relate their own story, and express their own feel­
ings. David says, • It is gorxl for me that I have 
been atfiicted.' Jeremiah says, • God does not attlict 
willing!g.' The three chiltlren walked in thl' fier;y 
furnace, leaning on the evrrlasting arm of the· Son 
of God. Paul sang praises in his prison. Peter de­
sired to die with his head downward, because he had 
denied his Lord. i\lartns kissed the stake that 
lighted them to glory. () in heaven what a glorious 
company'. 

' l!'rom torturing racks to endless life, 
On fiery wheels they rode.' 

" The final experience of the child of God is this, 
that it is far better for him to be a!Hicted than to be 
in continual prosperity. It is better to walk in 
great tribulation than in the glory of this passing 
world. The path of the l,n.ristian is a very myste-
1·ious one-in the darkest night he sees a lii:i;ht above 
the brightness of the sun-in the greatest danger he 
is under the protection of an Almighty Friend-in 
wasting sickness he has a physician for the body 
and soul-in temptation hr Satan, one hastens to his 
aid, before whom devils tremble-in death, the last 
ag-onies are rendered suppo,tahle, anrl even joyful ; 
when the mortal frame decays, the immortal one be­
comes vigo1'om; and glorio11s-whe11 the world wilh-

u i 
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draws, heaven opens to his view. At lasl all i:. 
heaven. All is glory. God is all and in all. 

" :May we he counted worthy of that glory which 
is to be revealed to all who are redeemed hy the blood 
of Christ." 

EXTRACTS FRO~l ;\IR. FISK'S .J Ol!RNAL. 

" Fcbaum:IJ 0.-This evening· 1 sat down by brother 
Parsons' hed, and he requested me to repeat the hynm 
• There is a land of pure delight.' 1 added one or 
t,Yo concerning death, and some concerning heaven. 
He then said, 1 wish you "'ould add one more,• Show 
pity, Lord, 0 Lord forgive.' In the course of our 
COJ1\"ersation he said, ' If i were to live my missionary 
life over again, it seems to me I should wish to de­
vote much more of it to reading the simple \Vorel of 
God, and if any thing else, Scott's Notes. I regret 
Ycry mnch that I have not spent more time in read­
ing· the \Yord of God, and especially the history of 
Christ.' 

" While I am writing, my brother is asleep. 
\Vhen sick he often talks in his sleep, and has now 
hecn saying, • The goodness of God,-growth in 
grace,-fultilment of the promises,-and so (iod is all 
in heaven, and all on earth.' 

" Fcbrum:IJ 10.-Now that God, in his righteous 
Providence has seen fit to take mv dearest friend 
anrl brother from me, I recollect, {vith melancholv 
satisfaction, the many conversation;; 1 have had with 
him. ln our inlcrcoursc last evenin2;, he said, • I 
hope f;od will spare your life to laho~u- in this mis­
sion till your head blossoms for the grave, twenty, 
thirty, or forty years hence.' Previous to this, how­
ever, he asked me whether I thought Scripture af­
forded reason to believe that departed saints are em­
ployed in carrying on the work of God on earth as 
angels are. This led me to SfL'ak to him of the ang·cls 
as mini~tering spirits, as haviup; r.arrierl Lazm11s to 
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heaven, and appeared to Christ strengthening him ; 
and of departed saints as engaged with angels in 
praising God, as rejoicing in the conversion of sin­
ners, and prohably, therefore, ministering spirits to 
their hrcthren who still remain on earth, as angels 
are. L added, • Perhaps God will sec best to remove 
you, that you may, when free from all sin and im­
perfection, and all the clogs of mortality, comfort, 
guide, and assist me in my missiou, more than you 
could in the flesh.' \Ye then conversed of bein~ con­
ducted to glory hy Abraham or ~loses, by Br~inerd 
or Martyn, or by our lamented bretltrcn Perry and 
Day. • Hul,' said he, • be all this as it may, if Christ 
receives us to himself, that will be sufficient.' \Yhcn 
I spoke to him last, l expressed a wish that God 
might place w1derncath him the arms of everlasting 
mercy. He replied, • The angel of the Lord en­
campcth round about them that fear him.' These 
were the last words I heard him utter." 

A letter from Rev. P. FISK to myself and :Mrs. }I. 

" Ale.rand,·ia, February 10, 1822. 
" DEAR BROTHER .-1.No SrsTER i\'loKTo~,-lf a let­

ter which our dear brother Parson;; wrote yon six 
or eight days ago, reaches you before you receive 
this, you will probably be in some measure prepared 
to h::ar of a further decline of his health. Indeed, I 
trust Divine grace enables you to he in some measure 
prepared habitually for whatever tidings it may at 
any time please C:o,l to send. The experience of to­
day, howeYer, ha~ taught me that it is 11ot so easy a 
thing to be al wa~·s rc:dy to meet the will of God as 
we sometimes think it is. After brother Parsons 
wrote to you, his symptoms continuetl favourable, 
and our hopes of his recovery rather increased than 
otherwise until the day hefore yesterday morning. 
The diarrhma, the disonlcr which reduced him so 
10\v in Syra, all'l which kept him lingering so long, 
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returned. It was not, however, violent, and the doc­
tor gave some new medicine, which he seemed sure 
would immediately counteract it. Yesterday, how­
ever, it became more violent, and he grew weaker. 
'rhis led me to entertain more srrious apprehensions 
than ever before as to the final result of his disorder. 
Yesterday the doctor visited him twice. Neither 
himself, however, or any other person, entertained 
the least apprehension that he was to leave the world 
soon. Last evening, hy his own dir,0 etion, I prepared 
clean linen, flannel, and stockings for him to put on 
this morning. \Ve spent the evening as we have 
usually spent Saturday evening, in religious conver­
sation, reading the Scriptures, and prayer. \Ve read 
.John xiv. and conversed sometime about verse 27, 
• Peace I leave with you.' I can truly say that I 
have seldom or never enjoyed so lwavenly a season. 
His disorder seemed a little abated, and at eleven 
o'clock he insisted on my lying down to sleep. He 
had never had watchers, though I was always near 
him, and Antonio, his servant, always spread his bed 
on the floor, near that of Mr. Parsons, to be ready if 
he wanted any thing during the night. Twice while 
I was asleep he awoke and told Antonio that he had 
slept quietly, and felt easy and well. At half-past 
three, Antonio heard him speak or groan, arose, saw 
something was the matter, and called me. I was hy 
the bed-side in a moment. But alas ! what a heart­
rending moment was that I It was too late even to 
receive a farewell for myself or for you. He breathed 
till a quarter-past four, when his earthly existence 
terminated. During this time I stood by him, used 
some means to try to revive, and sent for others to 
assist me, hut all was in vain. The appointed time 
had arrived. I endearnured to commend his depart­
in~ soul to that Redeemer on whom he had believed. 
I pressed his hand, and kissed his quivering lips, 
bnt he took no notice of me, or of any thing around 
him. 
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•• l have just returned from committing to the grave 
all thal was mortal of our dear brother, and must 
give yon some account of the solemn transaction. The 
heal and state of the air here render it necessary to 
hurv somwr than is u;;ual in America. I was d~sir­
ous • that the corpse should remain mi interred till to­
morrow, hut it was not thought prudent, and I saw 
110 reason to insist upon it. The funeral was, there­
fore, appoiutcrl at four o'clock this afternoon. \Ye 
have occupied some retired chambers in a public 
hoanlin~ house kept hr a ?llaltcse, who has a great 
number of boarders, principally merchants from :\Ialta, 
resident in this place. There are ~ix or seven Eng­
lish g-eutlemen here, and several English ve:;sels in 
the harbour The English gentlemen, the captains 
of the ships, a great number of the ~laltese, ancl some 
merchants from other ports of Europe, attended the 
foneral. The ::'llaltcse undcrstm1d Italian and not 
English. I embraced the opportunity, thrrefore, to 
1·epcat to several of them, who called in the course of 
the day, some texts in Italian, particularly, ' Blessed 
are the dead,' &c. and' Be re also ready.' To eight 
or ten of them who came in a little beforn the time 
appointed for the funeral, I reaJ iu Italian 1 Cor. xv. 
\Ye then moved iu procession to the grave, which is 
about a mile from the house. The English consul, 
Mr. Lee, walked with me next to the corpse, and 
the others, to the number I believe of sixty or seventy, 
followed us. The corpse was carried and buried in 
a coffin, as is the custom in America. It was buried 
in the church-y;ml at the Greek convent, where the 
Eng-lish of U1i~ place usually bury their dead. \Yhcn 
an-ivcd at the tomh, I read some parts of Job xiv. 
Psalm xxxix. 1 Cor. xv. and Hcv. xxi. xxii. then 
made a short address to the company, olfered a prayer, 
and thrn the dust was consigned to its kindred dust, 
tlwre to await the sound of the archangel's trumpet. 

" I have now giwn you the histor_,. of this event­
ful day. The perusal of it I know will cause your 
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hearts to bleed. But I know also that God can sup­
port and comfort you. lu the lalter part of his life, 
brother LeYi prared much for hb relaliYes. It 
would he utterly impossible for me to tell you how 
devotional he has l,ccn for two monlhs past. Though 
he did uot expect to die so soon, yet he has often re­
rnarkrd, \\·hen eonnrsinh on the subject, ' Perhaps 
I may fall a\\·ay suddenly ;' I belieYe there is some­
thing of the kind in the last letter he wrote you. 
Such mu sec has been the fact. He was I think in 
a pec~liar manner prepared to die. He conversed 
about it daih·. His heart was in heaven. Earth 
and all its alt~irs seemed at an immeasurable distance 
below his feet. His God was preparing him for his 
sudden departure, tl10ugh I did not know it. 0 that 
we may all liaYc grace to live as he lind, and to die 
as he died." 

Extracts from Mr. F1sK's letter to the parents of 
the deceased, written on the day of his death, before 
his interment. After mentioning that a few days 
JHeYious to his death, his symptoms were not thought 
immediately alarming, he says,-

" One circumstance, however, gaYC: me strong fears 
that he would before long be taken from us : His 
whole soul, all his thoughts and desires seemed to be 
continually in heaven. He seemed to have forgotten 
the earth and all it contained, except that now and 
then his mind seemed occupied with what concerns 
the kingdom of Christ. His communion and inter­
course seemed to be rather with angels and glorified 
spirits and his Redeemer, than with the inhabitants 
of earlh. Yes, my dear friends, his Hedeemer was 
preparing him more rapidly than l'ither he or I was 
aware, to put off his clay tabernacle and enter the 
new Jerusalem. Shall we weep or shall we rejoice? 
For 1m·self I seem ready to sink under my loss, and 
yet I ,~·ould, with a fuli heart, and with ail my soul, 
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bless God for the grace bcstowctl 011 my dearly be­
loved brother. 

" For several weeks it has been our custom, morn­
ing and evening, to pray successively. Brother Par­
sous usually otfored a short prayer last. 111 this he 
almost rmifonnly prayed for a Divine blessing on 
our survh·ing parents, brothers, and sisters, and their 
partners and children. Let us endeavour to be grate­
ful that he prayed for us so often, so long, and with 
such strong faith." 

Thus lind and died this devotccl and successful 
m1ss10nary. The drath of such a man at any time 
would have been greatly lamented; but his departure 
before he had completed his thirtieth year, at a time, 
when in consequence of voyages, journeys, and ac­
quaintance with oriental languages, his prospect of 
usefulness was greater than ever before, was an un­
common loss. It is an event of Providrnce which 
calls upon us, in submissive silence, and reverential 
awe, to adore that God whose dispensations are often 
shrouded with " clouds and darkness." His " way 
is in the sea, his path in the great waters, and his 
footsteps arc not known." 

;\ever in America has the death of a missionary 
occasioned more unfeigned and livf'ly sorrow. I dare 
not affirm that the whole tide of sympathy was merely 
the result of attachment to him. Hu11dreds, probably 
thousands who had never seen him, felt very deeply. 
\\"ith the name of Parsons was associated Bethlehem 
and Zion, Gethsemane and Cah·ary, the sacred sepul­
chre arnl the ;\loant of Olins, places, when all su­
perstitious veneration is laid aside, most dear to 
Christians. They mourned not merely the removal 
of a distinguished missiouarr, hut the loss of J ernsa­
lem, of \Yestern Asia, of the Americanchmch. Their 
feelin~s \Yere widely different from those which pre­
dominate when a valuable minister, or veteran mis­
sionary, having worn out a long life in the service 
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of Christ, descends to his g;ran. :\1 r. Par~o11s was 
but a youth when he died.~ Though his constitution 
was slender, and his health frrqurntly infirm, yet 
many cherished the fond expectation, that he might 
perhaps with increasing health Jiye many years, and 
impart to perishing multitudes the bread of life. 
Possibly too mnch was expected. He this as it may, 
God in the plrnitude of his wisdom and ~oodness has 
called him hence, and taught us that, with a kind of 
DiYinc munificence, he can lay aside those who ap­
pear most w crssary for the advancement of his king­
dom 011 earth, and still carry fonvarcl to a glorious 
consummation his great purposes of benevolence. 

One of ;\'Jr. Parsons' correspondents,* speaking of 
a letter written at Jerusalem, hut not nccived till 
more than a year after the writer's death, and then 
read to his congrrgation, rnys, " I may safely say I 
never witnessed am011g them such a general burst of 
feeling. In an instant, the heart of every individual, 
old and young, seemed to he dissolnd, and a flood of 
grief burst forth from every eye." The muses were 
not silent upon the mournful occasion. ScYeral well 
written pieces of poetry have appeared. The Faculty 
of :;\liddlrhury Collrge, that hitherto favoured insti­
tution, which has had the honour to train to useful­
ness a \Yarren, an Andrus, a Larne<l, and others 
whom delicacy forbids to name, appointed a member 
of the senior class to deliver at the annual commence­
ment in August 1822, a poem on the death of l\lr. 
Parsons.+ 

It is, however, a source of consolation that he did 
not expire among infidels and strangers. Though 
far removed from Jdndred and his native land, he 
was attended during his last three months by the com-

• Rev. Nathaniel S. Prime, pastor of the Presbyterian 
church in Cambridge, New York. 

t The poem will be found at the end of the general 
remarks. 
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panion of his wllcge walks all(]. theological studies, 
his companion in lahour and tribulation. i.\1r. Fisk 
was permitted to comfort his feeble brother while 
clescrnding; into the Yale of death. Had l\Ir. Parsons 
found a w'atery gravr, his dust would have Lern safo 
amidst the pearls and coral of the ocean. Hut we 
cannot forget to be thankful that he was honoured 
with a C11rist.ia11 burial, ,iml tlml l1is mortal part 
slrrps with the dust of ancieut martyrs. \' cry se 1-
dom has a death heen attendnl with such precious 
consolations. 

l\lr. Parsons' mind was most happily balanced. 
His reason, judgment, imagination, memory, and 
taste, all acted in delightful concert, all krpt their 
proper pl1tce. His talents were highly respectablr, 
and of the most useful ldnd. 'flu•v did not dazzle 
like the nwteor for a moment, and then sink in per­
petual darkness. Tlwre was a g-radual improve­
ment of his mental powrrs, a steady rising- from the 
first dawn of reason to the day of his death. But so 
far as human rffort is conccr~ed, his eminence was 
g-reatly owing to unwcarird diligence. Remnants of 
time, which oftrn pass unimproved and unnoticed, 
werr seizrd by him for retirrd communion with his 
heart and his ~ aviour, for epistolary correspondence, 
or for some other valuable purpose. One of his 
maxims wa,-, " It is wicked, it is cruel to waste a 
momrnt, when so many nations arc waiting- to receivo 
the Gospel,;" another, " An hour lost may in­
directly ruin a soul." How excellent soever his op­
portunitirs were for obtaining a classical and theolo­
gical education, it was principally owing to perse­
vering application that his mind "·as so richly fur­
nished with valuable learnin!!. 

To ru1 uncommon zeal for the advancement of the 
Hedeemer's kingdom, he unitrd great prudence and 
"the meclmcss of wisdom." \Vithout great maturity 
of mind, ancl exemplary discretion, there is no pro­
bability that he would have obtained for benevolrnt 

X 
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purposes nine thousand dollars in about nine months; 
uor have gained so many respectable friends in his 
own countrv and abroad. 

He was ·also equally remarkable for the orderly 
employment of his time, and for a regular arrange­
ment of his studies and labours. He had acquired 
habits of order and accuracy in all that he did. And 
this was one reason why "i1e was enabled to accom­
plish so much in so short a time. 

But the loveliness of his dispositson formed probably 
the most distinguishing trait in his character. Very 
seldom have such a symmetry of graces and so much 
loveliness combined in an individual. His amiableness 
was accompanied with dignity of deportment, pleas­
antness of manners, relined sensibilitr, decision of 
character, and unfainting perseverance in duty and 
usefulness. .From the " Christian Spectator," a pe­
riodical work justly held in high estimation, l quote the 
following paragraph, which glances at several traits 
of character, and g·ives a verr just description of the 
subject of this memoir. " Mr. Parsons was greatly 
beloved, and is greatly lamented. He was a very de­
voted Christian, of highly respectable talents and 
various learning. He was accomplished as a man ; 
in disposition, manners and address, fitted to find wel­
come access to, and to adorn, the m()st intelligent and 
refined society. He was eminently characterized by 
a graceful and dignified mildness of demeanour, area­
diness of utterance and action, and a happy adaptation 
of himself to surrounding scenes and circumstances. 
He was indeed among modern missionaries what 
l\1elancthon was among the refonners." 

The piety of :;v1r. Parsons was by far his brightest. 
ornament. It was this especially that rendered him 
so lovely and beloved; and without doubt eminently 
fitted him for the society of angels and glorified spirits. 
After what has been recorded from his own pen, 
little need be said, and little of consequence could be 
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added, respecting his piety. But there were seasons 
in which a sacred sweetness and serenity of temper, 
and a heavenly elevation of thought and feeling, seemed 
to pen·ade his whole soul. Ancl never was this more 
apparent than during; a few of his last months. The 
Sabbath, though often a day of humiliation, was 
generally a day of gladuess anrl rejoicing. Though 
far remond from ausleritv and affected devotim1, few 
if any observe the dav mo.re devouth-. \Yhen wor­
shipping with the ass~mblies of the saints, and when 
far removed from such privileges, he often fow1d 
himself surroW1ded with the secret presence of the 
Most High, and held delightful communion with a 
better worltl. On the whole, he was a very happy 
man. To use his own words, " Short, but pleasant is 
our residence below." Helieved from pecuniary em­
barrassment in acquiring an education, blessi>d with 
relatives and friends who greatly loved him, and were 
helowd by him, and favoured with frequent and de­
lightful communion with God, there was nothing till 
he entered on public life, except the plague of his 
own heart, and common afflictions, to interrupt his en­
joyment. Although after this, his cares and trials 
were greatly increased, yet his joys were evidently 
greater than heforP. Very few in so short a life 
have enjoyed so much real happiness, such heawnly 
consolations. Frequently he experienced "joy w1-

speakahle and full of glory." 
In the subject of this memoir, we see the genuine 

tendency of evangelical or orthotlox sentiments. Con­
scious of the vileness of his heart, and of the imper­
fections of his life, he foWld in himself W1answerable 
proofs of the entire moral depravity of man. And 
feeling the necessity of constant Divine influence to 
purify his heart, to elevate his aflcctions, and to in­
vigorate his graces, he did not doubt the necessity of 
regeneration and sanctitication by the all-powerful 
agency of the Holy Spirit. The doctrine of the Trinity, 
however obnoxious in some cases to the pride of human 
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reason, was considered by him the foundation of all 
true piety, and was incorporated into his most delight­
ful views of God. The Saviour he embraced by faith 
as his teacher, high priest, anrl jndg·e; as his Lord 
and his God. His view of the forlorn and remcdiless 
condition of the wicked in the futurn state, led him to 
feel intensely, and to labour abundantly for the salvation 
of souls. He believed the moral law to be the stand­
ard of duty for all rational creatures, and every de­
viation fro_m perfect obedience he acknowledged to be 
sin ; hence he was led to examine the moti vcs of his 
conduct, the secret springs of action, and he deeply 
lamented any discoverable departure, eve11 in thought, 
from this h ·avenly rule. The grace of Christ, dis­
played by the cross, and revealed in the gospcl,appear­
e(l trul~· infinite; and hence his gratitude and joy in 
view of this finished redemption. Hcalizing· that he 
was not his own, hnt bought with a price, he felt him­
self sacretlly houncl to g·lorify ( ~od, and to devote his 
all to the s,·rvice of Him who had loved him and died 
for him. His conceptions of the infinitely glorious 
Goel, and of himself, produced deep humility, and un­
feigned repentance. His faith generally strong, and 
frequently triwnphant, led to a persevering course of 
self-denial and vigorous effort for the salvation of 
men; and his confidence in the goodness, power, and 
promisrs of J chovah, induced him to persevere and 
ahoW1d in prayer. His religions sentiments were 
interwoven with all his sorrows and all his joys, and 
were evidently the foundation of all that was lovely 
and useful in his Christian character. And they were 
so far from terminating in the narrowness of bigotry, 
or even exclusive attachment to a particular denomi­
nation, that they produced the most enlarged charity, 
the most expansive benernlence. He reganled all 
his brethren who appear to love the Lord J csns Christ 
in sincerity, whatever were their forms of worship, 
and to whatever communion the~· belonged. In a 
word, the Holy Spirit, hr enlig-htrning his W1der~ 
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standing, and purifying his heart, impressed deeply 
on his mind the great tmths of Christianity, and ena­
bled him to bring; forth fruit in an eminently holy and 
useful life. 

It is probably more difficult to speak with confidence 
respecting his usefulness while in Asia, than during 
any preceding period. The ctli>ct of his commu­
nications on Christians in this country cannot be told ; 
nor can we know in time the effect of Divine truth 
imparted to more than ten thousand people. His 
journal, written at J cmsalcm, kindled in many hearts 
a flame which has not ceased to burn. His labours 
as a foreign missionary may eventually be fo1md to 
have had more influence upon the kingdom of Christ 
tl1an the whole of his preceding services. He was 
the first Protestant missionary that ever visited the 
holy city with the intention of establishing a permanent 
mission there. He went " to prepare the way of the 
Lord" for future missionaries; as a pioneer to a host 
of worthies who, at no very distant day, shall "rear 
up the tabernacle of David that is fallen down," and 
cry on the heights of Zion, and on the mountains of 
Israel,-" Hosanna'. blessed is he who cometh in the 
name of the Lord." Mr. Parsons' visit to Jerusalem 
was hailed by Christians on both sides of the Atlantic, 
as the dawn of a brighter day to the mingled people 
of the eastern world. 

As a preacher, l\'lr. Parsons was interesting and 
popular. His person and manner were prepossessing, 
while his clearness of thought, and fervour of piety, 
were calculated to make a very salutary impression. 
Few if any young preachers are heard with more 
pleasure and profit. He was alike interesting to a 
refined congregation, and to the rustic inhabitants of 
the mountain cottage. l\Iany of his sermons made a 
very powerful impression; hut so far as ther were 
instrumental in promoting a reformation in sinners, 
ur of comforting the saints, we would a.scribe the 

X '2 
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glory, not to the preacher, hut to God, whose servant 
he was. 

Aside from mis~ior.ary journals, and some letters, 
none of ivlr. Parsons' writings \\"ere published during­
his life, except a tract on the Divinitr of Christ, and 
his fare we II sc rmon. The tract was desig1ied for a 
particnlar S''ction of the conntry where h~ laboured 
as a domestic missionary, and ,rns undoubtedly useful. 
'l'he sermon has hcen well receind, and is worthy 
of its author. 

\Yho that knew '.\Ir. Parsons, who that reads these 
pagrs, cau fail to src a strong recommendation of early 
piet~- ? It was this that rendered his career so bril­
liant, so u,cful, and so happy. When very yom1~, he 
was serious!\· inclined, aml much attached to his Bible. 
Of his 01\"n accord, ,vhf'n a little child, he wrote two 
catalogues, one of the ~ood, the other of the had kings 
that reigned in .I udah and Israel. What youth, after 
becoming acquainted with his history, will not feel a 
deepcnerl conYiction, that " wisdom's ways are pleas­
antness, anrl all her paths peace?" And npon the 
smTer of such a character, what friend of the Re­
deemer will not fcpl dee1>ly humbled in view of his 
own deficiencies, and fimi kindling within more ar­
dent dcsi res to dcrnte his talents aud his all to God? 

:Mr. Parsons has set an illustrious example, and by 
it," heing clea•l, he yrt speaketh." " Ife was a Imming 
and shining- lig-ht." " Few men," say the American 
Board of Co111111issoners for Foreign l\lissions,* " in 

. any employmrnt, even among those who have heeu 
distint?:nished for piety, ll'ave so spotless a name as 
was lrft hy :\Ir. Parsons. His natural temper \\"as 
m1commonl:,· amiahle, his manners wen~ pleasing and 
calculated to inspil"c confidence-his piety child-like, 
ardent, rr11rnl; and consecration to his Dh·i11e :\laster 
entire and uni,·ersal. Such a man the American 

" See the 13th Annual Report for the )·car 1822,p. 73. 
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churches sent forth as their first messenger of peace to 
inhahitants of the Holy Land; as a pledge that they 
arc houud to fullil ohlig·atimh long deforrerl ;-as an 
offorill!.~- of first frnits' to the an~ient scat of s:tcrcd 
learning·, anrl Divine manifestations; an otforing, as 
we haY~~ ahumlant rca~on to believe, ' well plea~ing, 
acceptable to (;od.' Far, ,·ery far, from our hearts 
he all murm1ui11g· or repining, on account of his early 
removal. Let ns rathc r rejoice when we hcholcl so 
bright a display of Christian virtue." Deeply as 
the earl\- exit of i\lr. Parsons is lamentecl, let us re­
joice that his warfare is endNl so hononral,ly, that 
his character is forever rstahlislw,l, aml his memory 
hlcsscrl. Let us rejoice, too, that the Palestine Mission 
still li,·cs, that its trials have eirlcarcd it to the 
Christian community; and that men of kindred spirit, 
aucl of Jirmcr constitution, still continue those labours 
of love which "·ere commenced h,· their excellent 
prc,lccessor. l\Iay the American ~hurch, which has 
hail the honour of sending to the holy city one of her 
brightest ornaments, ahuudantly increase her efforts 
to carry hack the blessings of the g-0s1wl to the land 
once wet with the Saviour's blood, to the countries 
once traYellc<l hy the first messrngcrs of grace. And 
may Christians in the old world ancl in the new, with 
apostolic zeal, persevere in their benevolent exertions 
till the whole famih· of man shall he brought to the 
obedience of faith ;_:_when, glorious era in the history 
of this ruined world,-

" One song employs all nations; and all cry 
"' orthy th•! Lamh, for he was slain for us. 
The dwellers in the vales and on the rocks 
Shout to each other, and the mountain tops 
:From distant mountains catch the flying joy: 
Till nation after nation, taug-ht the strain, 
Earth rolls the rapturous ho~anna round!" 
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A YOICF. is heard in Jerusalem ; 
'Tis the Yoice of Pilgrims met for prayer i 
A tear is shed in J ernsalem ; 
'Tis the tear of Yotaries weeping- there. 
The lamps still gleam in the holy tomb, 
To chase away the midnight gloom ; 
An<l still is seen on Cah-an·, 
The place where once the Saviour hung,­
An<l olins <leek Gethsemane, 
\\'here erst his hallow'd frame was wrung; 
The harvest wa\'es on Sion's mow1t, 
The water plays in Siloah's fow1t.* 

There was an car which heard the sound 
Of weeping Pilgrim's solemn praycr?­
There was an eye which gazed around 
Upon the hallow'd objects there;-
There was a heart that long'tl to sec 
The captiYe Jew from slaY~rr free;­
There was a spirit here below 
\\'ith sorrow picrc'd for others' woe: 
That car can hear no more the solemn soun<l,­

That eye is clos\l in death's obliYious sleep,­
That heart has lost its quick elastic bound, 

That spirit ling-ers not on earth to weep'. 
\\'here ~ilus' fabled waters roll along, 

\\'here Alexander's ancient turrets rise,­
Thy spirit, Parsons, lur'd by seraph's song, 

Sprea1ls its untiring wing arnl upward flies. 
There was thy dying couch at enning: spread, 

And thy frail form was there in peace repos'd. 

• See l\Ir. Parsoni' dcscri1ltion of J crusalcm. 
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Gently the slumbers play'd around thy head, 
Till sleep's all-conquering hand thy eyelids clos'd. 

Peaceful and pleasant was thy balmr rest, 
Angels seem'd hovering o'er thy calm abode, 

To bear thee to the mansions of the blest,­
The presence of thy Saviour and thr God. 

And they did bear thee '.-Up the azure skies, 
Swiftly they sped on light ethereal wing, 

To that bright place where endless pleasures rise, 
And Eden blooms in everlasting spring. 

No father near watch'd his expiring ehild,­
No anxious mother stood his eyes to close,­

No sister mourn'd with frenzied ·sorrow wild, 
As from its clay thy sainted spirit rose. 

\Vhat though no dirgP is chanted o'er thy tomb,­
Wbat thoug·h no sculptur'd marble near it rise, 

Thy name to rescue from oblivion's gloom, 
And sar," 'Tis here departed goodness lies'." 

Angels shall hoYer o'er on airy wing-
The passing traveller drop the pitying tear­

The mournful dirge the moaning breezes sing, 
Of one to virtue's friends so dear. 

\Yho now like him shall toil for Judah's race? 
And who like him destroy Mohamrr..ed's sway? 

Parsons and Martyn, lock'd in death's embrace, 
Have spread the soul's :glad wing and soar'd 

away. 
'Tis God who guides the planets as they roll, 

'Tis God who bids the comets far to roam, 
'Twas He who summon'd Parsons' holy soul 

From foreign lands to its eternal home. 
He will remember Israel's fallen race, 

He will restore them to their fathers' land : 
Rich are the plenteous treasures of his grace, 

And sure the wondrous workings of his hand. 
Why weep ye then, 0 Zion's faithful friends? 

\Vhy mourn ye thus, who Parsons' memory love? 
Onr God, who here below her cause defends, 

Has call'd him hence to purer joys above. 
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AcTs ii. 1,1. 
" And the same da_lj then were added unto them about 

three thousand souls." 

Tms is a part of the account ginn us of the memor­
able operations of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pen­
tecost. Our hlc~sed Saviour, a short time previous 
to his sufferings, spake distinctly of the coming and 
work of the Divine Comforter, and commanded his 
disciples not to depart from J crusalcrn, but wait for 
the promise of the Father. Accordingly, the disci­
ples assembled in an upper room, " And continued, 
with one accord, in prayer and supplication."-" And 
when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were 
all with one accord in one place. And suddenly 
there came a sound from heaven as of a mighty rush­
ing wind, and it filled all the house where they were 
sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven 
tongues as of fire, and sat upon each of them. And 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and spake 
with other tongues as the Spirit gave them utter­
ance." 
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This extraordinary cveut occasioned no small i11• 

quiry in the city. The multitude eamc together, 
and \\'ere confounded because that every man hcart.l 
them speak in his own languagr. A wise Provi­
rlence ordered that these things ~hould not be done 
in a corner. The \\'itnesses \Yerc numerous-not 
ignorant men who might be easily deceind, but de-
1,•out men-not people of one nation, who might be 
under the influence of national p rejndicc or super­
stition; but " devout men out of everg nation under 
heaven, i.e. from i\Iedia, i\ksopotamia, Judea, Cap­
padocia, Asia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Home, Crete, 
and Arabia." Not simply the friends of the risen 
Hedeemcr, but those very individuals who had taken 
an active part in the dreadful tragedy of the cruci­
fixion. These were the men, who at the preaching 
of Peter, " were pricked in their heart," and said, 
" men and brethren, what shall we do?" These 
were the men who " gladly received the "·ord," and 
were the same day baptized, aml united to the spiri­
tual church of Christ. 

This, in short, is the 8criptural account of the 
operations of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. 
An account full of instmction to all H,c children of 
God, and one which will be read, with the liveliest 
interest, to the latest period of the world. In view 
of this subject, two inquiries present themselves for 
our examination. 

I. Are we to expect similar seasons of refreshing· 
from on high in every age of the Church? 

II. \Vhat means arc to he employed for the pro 
motion of a work of the Holy Spirit? 

I. Are we to expect similar seasons of refreshing: 
from on high in every age of the Church? 

The ministry of the Apostles was blessed with 
numerous seasons of the operations of the Holy Spiritr 



perhaps 11ot less remarkable autl salut1t:·y. Afler 
the perseCl!tio11 which arose from the healing of the 
impoteni man, the disciples were assembled together 
and prayed, and the place was shaken where they 
were assembled, and they u·ei-e alljilfrrl with the llo(11 
Ghost, aml they spake the word of God with hol<l­
ness. 

There was auother similar season in Ce~area. 
\Yhile Peter was speaking to Cornelius, the Holy 
nhost fell on them u·ho heard the n·cnl, and on the 
Gentiles was poured ont the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
'fhe Apostles relating this event to the J ewbh Chris­
tians observed, the" Holy Ghost fr]] on them as 011 

us at the begi11ni11g." 
\Ye read of another special work of grace in Sa­

maria. " The people with 011e accord gave heerl to 
those things which Philip spake, and when they he­
lieYCd they were baptized, hoth men and women. 
The Apostles laid their hands upon them, and they 
received the Holy Ghost." 

But it is not ihe will of God that this work shoultl 
be limited to the ministry of the A pasties. 8aith 
onr Saviour, " l will pray the Father, and he shall 
give you another Comforter, that he may ahiclc with 
ym1 FOREVER."-" The promise," saith St. Peter, 
" is to vou, ancl to your children, and to all who are 
afar ofl~ even to as ·many as the Lord our God shall 
call." This, too, he said 011 the day of Pentecost, 
as an explanation to the multitude of that \\-hich 
they saw and heard. This which ye now see and 
hear is but a partial fulfilment. of the 8avionr's pro­
mise to sell(l the Comforter. The promise is ex­
ceedingly hroarl; extending to _you and to your chil­
dren, and to all who arc afar oft~ eYen till the whole 
work of redemption is completed. 

It would not be diflicult to prove that in every age 
of the Church it has been the usual method of Divine 
Providence to bring sinners to repentance by very 
similar operations. But the testimony of Scripture 

y 
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is distinct and decisive. The work of the Holy 
Spirit, which was very strikingly manifested on the 
day of Pentecost, will continue and increase ; will 
he carried on in this city, and in that city,-in this 
nation, and that nation, until all the Hedeemed are 
collected into one family ; until the spiritual temple 
of Christ is completed, and the top-stone laid with 
shoutings of grace, grace unto it. 

II. What means are to he employed for the pro­
motion of the work of the Holy Spirit? 

Here, again, we may look to the day of Pentecost. 
The means then employed arc the means which God 
usually blesses when sinners are brought to repent­
ance. They may be included in three particulars­
privatr ~elf-examination and prayer-union in heart 
and design-and faithfulness to sinners. 

I. Private self-examination and prayer. 

After the ascension of our blessed Lord, the dis­
ciples retired to an upper room for prayer; to an 
upper room, that they might be secure from the noise 
and rage of the world, and enjoy a tranquil season 
of religious devotion. Thus they continued in prayer 
and supplication w1til the day of Pentecost was fully 
come. And how often, at the present day, is the 
remark made, that revivals of religion begin in the 
closet. And how distinctly have many of the most 
extensive religious excitements been traced back to 
secret supplication, fasting-, and prayer! Perhaps 
a private member of the church enters into his secret 
chamber, with a heavy heart and mourning counte­
nance. He finds no access to God. He goes back­
ward and forward, hut cannot fiml Him whom his 
soul loveth. He redews his past life and weeps 
over it,-he calls to mind the sacred vows which arc 
upon him, and rP-ncws thcm,-hrings forward every 
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Leloved idol, and i,;lays it, and commends his whole 
Lody and soul to the mercy of God. The darkness 
is dispelled-his soul is at libertr-light shines into 
his heart-hope beams in his countenance-and the 
unction of the Holy One creates joy unspeakable 
aml full of glory. Here ohsern the beginning of a 
work of grace. The Spirit diftilses from one breast 
to another, until the "·hole house is filled with the 
sacred wind from heaven. 

How much time may elapse from the first special 
operations of the Holy Spirit till the church is gene­
rally refreshed, can by no means be determined. In­
stances may he mentioned in which ;years have elapsed 
between the beginning of a revival of religion in 
secret, and its beginning in public. A few indivi­
duals have received a foretaste of the blessings which 
are to follow, and they cease not, day nor night, to 
make their supplications to the God of Heaven. The 
darkness may be thick around them, yet by faith 
they see the light dawning. Zion may he mourning, 
yet they expect to see the Lord appear in his glory, 
and build up her walls. 

Neither can it be knom1 how extensive the work 
will he. Sometimes it pleases God to produce long 
~truggles,-months and years of weeJ)ing for the 
conversion of one sinner. The blessing is ever in 
view, but is continually receding. In this manner, 
the child of God is taught his own weakness, and 
learns to wait at the footstool of mercy. At other 
times, the acth·e Christian is not permitted to see 
with mortal eyes the desired blessing. He prays, 
waits, and weeps, and still the heavens over his head 
are brass, and the earth powder and dust. Like 
the faithful servants of God of old, he dies in faith, 
not having received the promises, hut having seen 
them afar ott: How many faithful ministe1·s and 
faithful parents have desired to see a day of refresh­
ing, and have not seen it'. But whrn their work, 
arnl toils had closed, when their spirits had fled to a 
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brighter world, then their people and their children 
were 1?;athered unto the fold of Christ. 

In the distribution of his favours God is a Sove­
rnign, and most cheerfoll~· will every saint reply, 
" Even so Father, for so it ~crmed good in thr sight." 
J1ut while Gori rescrYes to himself the right of con­
ferring blessings as he pleases, yet the encourage­
ment whieh he gives to his children is ahw1dant. 
Usuallv the shower of grace soon succeeds the first 
gathcrfngs of the cloud~: Prayer is mighty to pre­
vail with heaven. The Lord seems to he waiting 
to hear the groaning of the prisoner that he may open 
his prison door, and set him at lihcrtr. He seems 
to be listening to hear the sighing of fervent prayer 
that he may bestow the cousolations of his Spirit. 
How often has the blessed Spirit tlescended like a 
mighty rushing wiml. How vast the change often 
produced within the short period of a month, or of a 
week'. How many times ha,·e we been obliged to 
stand still aml sec the salrntion of God'. 

Hut while stupidity prevails, all expectations of a 
work of grace arc vain. ,vhen no closet becomes 
the chamber of fervent supplication, the Holy Spirit 
takes his flight to a more friendly abo::le. The church 
is left to be a prey to the destroyer. The Christian 
wanders farther and farther from duty and from hap­
piness; the siuner fills up the measure of his days 
in wickedness, until the light which once shone most 
dearly is almost extinguished. ln this manner many 
once flourishing churches have gradually declined 
till their names were blotted out from under hea,·en. 
" 0 how unsearchable are thy judgments Lord God 
Almighty'." 

2. There must be union in the church. 

It is more than once ~tatcd respecting the day of 
Pentecost, that the disciples were of " one accord." 
" They continued with one acco1·d in prayer aud snp-
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plication." Of the three thousand who believed, il 
is said, " They continued with 011e accord in the 
temple." Our blessed Saviour inculcates the im­
portance of this union : " If two of you shall agree 
on earth, as touching· any thing that they shall ask, 
it shall be done for them." 

The Apostles were blessed with astonishing suc­
cess, for they were of one accord. Their object was 
one-their desires centred in the same point--their 
employments and rewards were the same, and the 
Lord went every where with them by the influences 
of his Spirit. 

The age of Martyrs was an age of special revivals 
of pure religion. Then surely Christians, while af­
flicted, persecuted, and tormented, were of one lieart 
and of one soul. Every private interest was relin­
(1uished ; every earthly prospect abandoned, and 
every desire centred in God. They gloried in no­
thing save in the cross of Christ. The great object 
of all their labours and sufferings was the salvation 
of the souls of men from the wrath which is to come. 
But the union which precedes a revival of religion 
is something more than a suspension of hostilities-a 
state of spiritual inactivity, denominated in Scrip­
ture " Lukewarm, neither cold nor hot." So far 
from this, spiritual union unites one Christian with 
another--checks the rage of discord and contention­
removes stumblingblocks from the weak and wan­
dering--cuts off a right hand and plucks out a right 
eye rather than occasion olfence--concentrates the 
entire energies of the church-it goes out to seek 
those who are lost-rouses to action those who are 
slumbering-and yearns over tho returning prodigal. 
It is this which arrays the church with her beautiful 
garments, and makes her terrible as an army with 
banners. As in an army every eye is fixed upon 
the same object, every private interest is lost in the 
~ood of the whole; so with Zion. She awakes from 
hPr criminal slurnhrrs-arise1- from the dust-pnt~ 

)' '2 
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on the whole armour of Go:l-stands faithfully to the 
post of duty till the Lord appears in his glory for 
their deliverance. 

Iu the recent re vi rnls of religion arc not all these 
remark; striking·ly exemplified? Injuries arc for­
given--brcachcs rrpai rnd-confcssions sincere and 
penitent-t·nemics uecome friends--the wandering 
are reclaime:l-the vicious reformed-the slothful 
hccome active and failhful--and the whole church 
appc:ars comclr as .Jerusalem, and terrihle as an 
arnn- with banners. And what is this hut the work 
of the Holy Spirit--the operations of Divine grace! 
Cast your eyes upon those churches where stupidity, 
discord, or cdl speaking prevail, and can you find 
any thing resembling the day of Pentecost? Surely 
not. All holy hcings seem to have forsaken them. 
'fhe Holy Spirit, •· Like a peaceful dove, flies from 
the abodes of noise anrl strife." 0 how many churches 
do actuall~· compel lhe Holy Spirit to depart! How 
many professed Christians, with their own hands, 
shut the door of mercy, and while they are fanning 
the flame of discord, 1/,ion gradually decays, the enc-­
my comes in like a flooi, and scatt<>rs the beloved 
flock of Christ. 0 what occasion for weeping and 
lamentation, when we sec God thus dishonoured, and 
:wuls sent down, in unbroken ranks, to the world of 
despair. 

:1. Faithfulness to sinners. 

As so::m as the disciples were fille:l with the Holy 
Ghost, we find them publishing the wonderful works 
of God. Peter standing up, with the eleven, charged 
l10mc upon his hearers the crime of murdering the 
Son of God. " This same .J csus whom ye have cru­
cified, God hath m:tde both Lord and Cl11.-ist." It was 
this charge, clearly supported, which checked their 
rage of opposition, a:-id brought them prostrate at 
the fed of the Apostles as supplicants for mrrcy. 
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\\11at n blessed example is this to all who wait 
for the influences of the Spirit'. They need uot 
hesitate. The Apostle has furnished them with a 
message, and with the method of inculcating it. The 
path is plain; let 110 one begin to make excuse. Ile­
fleet a moment upon this mcmorahlc discourse. The 
Apostle was bold. He !mew well that he was ad­
dressing an a:sscmbly of persecutors, and that he 
,,·as deli vcring; a message which had a tendency 
to increase their rage, and lo lca'1 them to acts 
of violence ; ,·et he feared not them who kill the 
hody. His ol;jcct was to declare the truth, without 
rcganl to the feelings of sinners. How full of in­
structiou is this to those who let sinners pe1·ish rather 
than o:tend them'. St. Peter likewise declared the 
whole truth He did not hesitate to call his hearers 
11utl'dcrers-murdcrers of the 8011 rif God. He treated 
them as rebels, and exhorted them to immediate re­
pentance. Here is the duty of those ,rho labour for a 
revi Yal. They must show the sinner that he is 
guilty and ruineq. The fountain of iniquity in his 
heart must he m1Ycilcd. The criminality of rcjectiug 
an offered ~ayiour, of living without prayer, must 
he seriously enforced upon the conscience. This 
work must not he done in part ; hut every whit must 
he told as in Yiew of the day of jwlgment. All his 
refnges of lies must be exposed aml destroyed, and 
1:vcry \\·eapon wrested from his hands. Unfaithful­
ness herr> is sure to ruin the soul. 0 the condemnation 
of that minister, or of that Christian, who lets the 
sinner go with ignorance of his own guilt-who de­
clares a part hut not the whole of the counsel of the 
Lord. 

As Christians must be bold in this dnty, so must 
they pei-severe. l\o matter if their motives arc vili­
fied, their characters defamed,-no opportunity must 
he lost,-110 means spared to bring the impenitent 
to the knowledge of the truth. The intemperate man 
must he 11dmonishf'd of the gnilt of impoverishing 
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1is family, and of prostituting his talents; and more, 
1e must be reminded of a judgment to come. The 
,rofaue must be made to feel that God will not hold 
tim guiltless who taketh his name in vain. The 
1ou11g and thoughtless must be told that for all these 
hings " God will bring them to judgment." The 
vicked must not be left after one admonition, but 
nust be followed, da.y after day, with many prayers 
md entreaties. Their everlasting peace is at stake; 
he torments of hell are ready for them. Let Chris­
ians cry, " Lord spare them." Let them weep in 
,ecrct places for their pride; let them pray without 
;easing; let them give the Lord no rest till he come 
md build up Zion. 

With such a spirit prevailing in the church, a 
,lessing might reasonably he expected. Sinners would 
fear and tremble-the house of prayer be crowded 
with serious worshippers-converts multiplied. 'l'he 
,tately steppings of Jehovah would be seen; Zion 
would enlarge her borders and strengthen her stakes; 
those who went forth weeping, bearing precious 
seed, would return with rejoicing, bringing their 
sheaves with them. 

A FEW REI'LECTIONS. 

I. The conversion of many sinners, in a short 
period of time, is consistent with the Divine pur­
poses. 

It may seem incredible that three thousand souls 
should be convicted, converted, and added to the 
church within the short period of a few hours. But 
is any thing too hard for the Almighty ? He who 
by a word created the world, can breathe upon the 
valley of dry bones, and cause them to stand up an 
,•xceedini,>; ?:reat army. Is any lrngth of time ncces­
~ary with Him who hath the hearts of all men in his 
ha1ul ? i\fay not one di~course now he hle~sed lo the 
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conversion of thousands as well as in ages past. \V ell 
may those who withhold their aid upon this principle 
take heed lest they be found fighting against God. 

II. It is no argument against a rcvh·al of religion 
that some apostatize. 

Among those who were examined hy the Apostles 
were Ananias and Sapphira, and Simon :Magus. Yet 
the apostacy of these was no argument against the 
sincerity of the others. And if at the present day 
some go back, and walk no more with Christ, it is 
no certain evidence that the work is not of God. It 
is a humiliating reflection, that so many "·ho once 
bore the name of Christians draw back and walk 
to perdition. If we ever weep in secret for sinners, 
it should he for those who thus crucify afresh the 
Lord of glory, and put him to open shame. But 
still some seed rcmaineth and is precious. Some 
sinners arc converted in heart, and endure w1to the 
end. Some are raised from the gate of hell and 
made heirs of eternal life. The angels in heaven 
have rejoiced over the repentance of lost sinners, and 
given glory to God for the enlargement of his king­
dom of grace. If then the result be so honourable 
to Gotl, and so happy for man, every human being 
is bound to aid, by every pClssiblc effort, a revival 
of religion. 0 where is the man who will take de­
liberate m~asurcs to divert the minds of the serious, 
ancl to prevent a rational regard to a future state? 
\Yho can he more lost to all fear of God, and more 
cruel to the souls of men, than he who takes away 
the only hope of eternal life ? Y c who engage in 
this work of cruelty and death, go to the dying bed 
of one whom you have induced to grieve the Holy 
Spirit. Listen to his dying groans'. Hear him re­
proach you as the cruel murderers of his soul! 
" You led me away from all serious reflections of 
dialh. You taught me to profane the name of God-
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t.o neglect the Holy Bible-tu walk in the ways of 
sin. Now l must die. I have no hope.* I have no 
God. 'l11e day of grace is past. I am Jost forever. 
I sink to hell." If you cannot receive such a mes­
sage, desist, l beseech you, from your guilty work 
of opposing the Spirit of God. 

What security can you give against the terrors of 
exchanging worlds ? Do you give any compensa­
tion for this amazing loss? No; God is witness 
that you leave the poor sinner when he most needs 
your assistance! You cannot stand by his dying bed 
and support his departing soul ! Far from this. You 
teach him to forget the dying hour, and then leave 
him when he cries for your assistance ! 0 that I 
could proclaim the guilt and danger of such a man'. 

;i The above remarks recalled to my recollection the 
follo,\ing anecdote which appeared in an English pub­
lication some time time ago. It furnishes us with a 
most affecting illustration of the dreadful eflects, not 
indeed of a direct attempt to pervert the mind, hut of 
that want of fidelity, in order to avoid giving offence, 
with which those who assume the character of i\Iinisters 
of the G->spcl arc too often chargeable. 

Some years ago there was a Nobleman, who, thoue;h 
a frequent attendant at church, and veryi kind to the 
Clergyman of the parish, lived in the open practice of 
many dreadful sins. ,vhen laid on his death-bed, he 
sent for the Clergyman, and addressing him by his name 
said, " Did you know I was living in the practice of such 
and sins?" naming them. "Yes, my Lord, I did!" 
'' You did!" replied the Nobleman, "why then did yon 
not warn rue of the consequences ?"-" I am sorry I did 
not," replied the Clergyman, " but I was afraid of offend­
ing your Lordship, knowing how kind you have always 
been to me, and having a large family chiefly dependent 
on your Lordship's favour,"-when he was suddenly 
stopped by the Nobleman, who exclaimed, " ,vretched 
man, through your negligence I am damned!" and soon 
after expircd.-,v. I. • 
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But l forbear. To God I commend these miserahlr~ 
beings. Allll while they remain prisoners of hope, 
my tmceasing prayer shall he, " Lonl forgive them, 
they know uot what they do!" 

II I. \Ye learn the danger of divisions in the church. 

Divisions in a church prevent secnt prayer,-in­
terrupt.fami{I/ devotious,-disturb the peace and hap­
piness of neil?;hhourhoods-diminish the interest and 
fervour of religious conferences,-prevent seasons 
of commemorating the holy sacrament,-grievc the 
Spirit of God, and give occasion to the enemy to 
blaspheme. Brethren, I charge you, in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, that ye do those things which make 
for peace-that ye Le of one mind, and of one soul. 
I charge you, as yon value the souls of men, and the 
prosperity of Zion, that you let no root of bitterness 
spring up and trouble you. Look to some churches 
within the circle of your acquaintance, and hy their 
afflictions and desolations, see how our blessed Sa­
viour is wounded in the house of his friends, and put 
to open shame! Permit not the enemy to triumph 
over t!tis church. But like the first l,nristians con­
tinue " with one accord in supplication and prayer," 
and the God of all love and peace will be with you, 
and bless you. \"cs, the Lord, our Saviour, will 
take up his ahodc with you. He will be with you 
in atlliction and in prosperity. He will defend you 
from every enemy, and sutler no weapon formed 
against you to prosper. In the solemn hour of 
death, his rocl and his staff will comfort yon till you 
pass through the gates to the ~ew .Jerusalem. 

IV. \Yhat is the presrnt state of this church? 

\Yere the heloved Apostle who addressed the seven 
churches of Asia to address this church, would he 
condemn or approve ? l will 11ot <:ensure you, 



SERi\lON, &c. 

brethren, but this much I must say, that your efforts 
to preserve the Holy Epirit among yon should be 
unintenupted and unceasing. God will not bless a. 
slr,t!iful church. He will not bless, usually speaking, 
a divided church. He will not bless a prayerlcss 
church. Haye you been for a long time languishing? 
Perhaps you haYe not made ready for the coming of 
the Didne Comforter. There may be in the camp 
a golden wedge, the accursed thing·. Make diligent 
search, brethren, for God is not slack concerning his 
promise " If thou seek him, he will be found of 
thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee otr 
for ever'." 
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IN DEFENCE OF MISSIONS, 

llY 'l'HE REV. LEVI PARSONS, 

WRITTEN IN PALESTINE. :SOW FIRST PUBLJSHEP_. 

MARK xvi. 15. 

'' Go ;ye into all the wrirld and preach the Gospel to 
e1.,•er;y creature." 

Ev ER Y command of Christ is sacred. The reason 
of it may be concealed, and obedience attended with 
difficulties, yet to reject it is to renounce the Chris­
tian faith. It is not sufficient to observe one com­
mand at the neglect of another, for he who oflends 
in one point is guilty of all. Inditforence to the 
general system of our Saviour's injunctions proves a 
man to be an infidel. 

Let us reflect for a few moments upon the com­
mand in our text. 

I. It was not designed simply for the Apostles. 

For proof of this, the testimony of the Apostles 
themselves is suflicirut. \\"hen they were about to 
leave the world, why did they appoint other men to 
the sacred office of the ministry ? Why did they 
ordain elders in every church, and charge them in 
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the name of the Divine Hcdecmcr, to preach the 
nospel? \Vould the Apostle, filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and instructed by our blessed Lord, presume 
upon such authority without a special commission? 

\Ye have, then, the opinion of the Apostles; and 
their testimony surely will not be controverted. 

If forlhcr evidence be required, we might appeal 
to the promise connected with this command, " Lo 
I am with yon always," saith our Saviour, " to the 
end of the wodd,"-a promise which extends to every 
devoted ambassador of J csus till the final consum­
mation of all things. 

But I need not enlarge. Christians generally ad­
mit in full the force of this injW1ction. lmleed, it is 
so repeatedly enjoined, both by our Saviour and by 
the Apostles, that \\·e cannot, without violence to the 
word of God, escape lhe couviction of duty. 

II. It is plain. 

'l'hc lang1iagc is sirnplr, accommoclated to the w1-

derstanding of a child. There is in it no mystery­
no equivocal cxprcssion-110 doubtful phraseology. 
It is plain to whom the commission was given, " g·o 
ye," my disciples, the ministers of salYation. The 
design of this commission is plainly stated, " preach 
the Gospel." The field for their operatious is men­
tion, " the whole world" It is plain to whom the 
Gospel is to he preached, " every creature." The 
consequences are very particularly mentioned, " He 
tliat believcth and is baptised shall be saved, but he 
that bclicveth not shall he damned." The encour­
agement is expressed in simple language, " Lo 1 am 
with you always to the end of the world." 

,vhat is there in all this above the understanding 
of a child? It does not imply that the Gospel should 
he prrached to a few, while nations are left to perish; 
or that it should be preached in one place until all 
11rr converted, or in those parts of thr worlrl whrrr: 
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it can be done without toil, sntleri11g·, and hazard. 
:Neither is there any permission g·ivcn for dela_lj. 
'l'hc Apostles were commanded to go with all possi­
ble despatch; to part with comfort, friends, awl 
cmrntrr; to gird on the whole armour of God; to 
endure hardness as good soldiers for Jesus; to con­
tend against principalities and against powers; and. 
more, to give up their lives tmto death for the <:ospel 
of salvation. \Yhy then tJ1is prevailing hesitation, 
this universal indifterence? \Ve may now form 
some excnse to calm the conscience, but what can uc 
said in the judgment? 

Ill. This command is important. 

It was given under circumstances the best calcu­
lated to produce a deep and permanent impression. 
The Apostles had listened to the farewell address of 
their Lord; had seen him apprehended, scourged, 
and cmcified. After his resurrection, the Lord ap­
peared again to his disciples, forgave the sin of their 
shameful apostacy, led them ont a little way from 
.T ernsalem, and, stretching· forth his hand, he blessed 
them, saring, " Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the Gospel to evrry creature ;" and then he was re­
ceh-erl np to heaven. 

In this command is included all that is valuable 
in the Gospel of salvation; all that comforts in life, 
rnpports in death, and gives blessedness in eternity. 
Herc is Urn only balm for the healing of the nations, 
the only repose for a guilty conscience, th1J only 
bread and ,rater which satisfy the soul, the only 
guide to a better world. , \'hat arc the characters 
and comforts of tho~c who know not the Gospel? 
\\'hat is the tPstimony of St. Paul ? " \\~hen they 
knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither 
were they thankful, but hecame vain in their ima­
ginations, and thPir foofo;h hrarts were darkened; 
hPing fillrd with all u11right.eomness. fornication, 
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wickedness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, de­
bate, deceit; without natural atfoction, implacable, 
unmerciful." Such was the moral state of the heathen 
in the days of the Apostle ; and what is their present 
state ? Let i\lissionaries, let Christian travellers 
testify. Think for a moment of the horrid and im­
pure rites of Pagans-of the immolations of widows 
-of human sacrifices-tedious and cruel pilgrimages 
-of the destruction of children by the hand of their 
parents; and then say, are the heathen now bette1· 
than they were in the days of the Apostles. \Yhere 
the blessings of the Gospel have not been received, 
what is there but darkness, impurity and blood? 
\Vhere is any rational comfort for the afflicted? any 
unfailing refuge from the terrors of a death-bed? 
any benevolent hand to guide the departing soul on 
its passage to the invisible world? Yes, Christian, 
you have in your hand a sovereign remedy for the 
miseries of the heathen. Give them your Bible and 
your religion, and you will diffuse light and happi­
ness where is wretchedness and despair. Give them 
your religion, and you will demolish temples of ido­
latry, save a multitude from a watery grave, or 
from the funeral pile, and guide immortal souls to 
the rest which remaineth for the people of God. 

The question, then, is not a trifling one. It is 
left instrumentally with Christians to say, whether 
the nations of the earth shall have the bread of life, 
or perish; whether they shall have the pleasing hope 
of salvation, or remain with nothing before them hut 
fiery indignation. Aml while we hesitate, they are 
hastening forward to the grave, and to the judgment. 
\Vhile we hesitate, our mortal existence is tenni­
nating, and our feet will soon stumble upon the dark 
rnow1tains of death. 

It need not he said that the heathen arc in the 
hands of God, and he will do all his pleasure. 80 
arc vour children in the hands of f;orl when bn­
g-uisl1ing npon a herl of sicknrss; why then do run 
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~eek the aid of a physician? \."our own lives arc in 
the hands of God, hut will you 011 this account ne­
glect food and raiment? E~· .. 1-y time you s<'rk the 
aicl of a physician, every time you pra~· with your 
children, you proclaim your belief in a system of 
means, arid you destrov your own excuse for ue­
glecting the l;eathen. f:v~ry prayer to Goel for the 
snccrss of his kingdom carries with it this sentiment, 
that success is connected with means. And if the 
suppliant presents the prayer of sincerity, he pre­
sents himself to his hcavenlr Father, and gives up 
every earthly interest for the arkancement of the 
kingdom of 1?;race. How attccting is this view of the 
subjrct? How many millions of thn heathen are 
waiting to recein instruction from Christians'. Ami 
nntil some benevolent missionary shall carry to 
them the bread. of life, they will continue starving 
and perishing. Until means are employed in pro­
portion to the greatness of the work, we look in 
vain for the conversion of the world to the kingdom 
of Christ. 

IV. The command is practicable. 

1t will he readilv admitted that the work of con­
vc1-ting the world, ·according to human calculatious, 
is attended with difficulties. The greatest propor­
tion of the world is still in darkness. The multi­
luclcs of the heathen are still cherishing thci r fatal 
delusions, and strenuouslv attached to the idolatry 
of their fathers. Pagans: i\lahornedans, Jews, and 
Infidels, compose a formidahle host against the pro­
gress of trnth. Every inch of g-rouncl will he dis­
puted, even at the price of hlood. Admit all this, 
and more. Reduce the numher of the true children 
of (~orl to a wry little flock,-magnify the strength 
and viol,,ncc of the rnpmv an hnndrell fold, nnd still 
wit~· sprak "''' of rlitlirnfri,,:- while thr hearls of all 
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mrn arc in the hands of God ? Blot out the prrmiiscs 
of the word of Gorl, and then speak of diflicultics: 
\\'ilhhold the omnipotc11t agrncy of tlw Holy Spirit, 
nnd then say the world cannot he co11yertcd: 

Is it said that the heathen cannot be reformed? 
Has the experirne11t been faithfully made ? There 
was indeell a promisi11g comme11ccment under the 
ministry of the Apostle:,;, anrl the progress of truth 
was rnpid and o,·erwhehning·. But their zeal aml 
faithfulness ,rnre not imitated. The successors of 
the Apostles did not go on conquering and to 
conquer i11 the strength of the Lord. They re­
turned from their w,1t·k, permitted the enemy to 
triumph, to pers:-culc, and scatter the beloved 
flock of Christ. And through a long· succession of 
ages, few ancl foehle were the etforts of the church 
lo carrr into execution this last and important com­
nmnd of onr asccmlcll Hcdcemer Zion hath long 
sat in sackcloth, and stretched out her hands in vain 
for friendly assistance. 

Blessings, numerous and im·aluahle, have heen 
conferred upon us. HeviYal has succeeded revival; 
churches han been established and enlarged, hut till 
very recently not a lin1!;er was raised for the salva­
tion of tlrn heathrn ! Aml even now, our exertions 
arc inli11itcly below our ability and our obligation. 
\\'hat are forty or fifty missionaries from a nation so 
highly favoured as ours? l say what arc forty or 
tiftr missionaries for 11-00 millions of the heathen ? 
And where do we find churches united, bolo, and per­
~cverin~ in this benevolent work, rlctermined to yield 
onlr with their lives? \\'here do we liud the zeal 
anrl fortitude amrmg- Christians which may he found 
among the men of the world. 0 Christian, must it 
he true that thry will contend with more zeal for an 
curtlif;IJ crown than we for an hcavt'nf;y ?- l\lust there 
hr> more fortitude for perishable dust than for the re­
(lrmption of sonb? Our own neglige11ce has put a 
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, weapon i11to the baud of the <·11emy, \\·hich is em­
plorc1l "·ith tremendons success against the beloved 
cause of Christ. 

In proportion to the means employed, success has 
been hig;hlr encouragin/!;, Look at a fc,v facts. 

A mission was established among· our western In-
1lians hy the ::\layhews, and within six years the 
1111mber of Indians who gan c,·i<lence of a saving 
,fomge of heart was 28·2, inclmling 8 Indian priests. 
Brai11ercl, a solitan· missionaiT, yisited the Indians, 
and within fiye m~nths after 

0

he preached his first 
sermon, he formed a church of 2G a'.lult members. 
In 181."i, a mbsion was established among the Chero­
kee Inclian:,. A revival soon commencetl. The 11a­
tives ,·,ere COil\'erted to the Lor,l. A church was 
soon fo,·mecl con-;isting of "2.i membc rs. If such is 
the resnlt of such feeble exertions, what might have 
been expected from the nniterl efforts of all the 
chmches? If, from the time in which the :.\Iayhews 
Jirst preached to the lu1ians, there harl been a suc­
c·ession of holy missionaries stationed in every tribe, 
how few among the milliom of the heathe11 iu our 
own lantl would have remained m1enlightenr-cl and 
1mconvcrtecl ? L 

Look at the mission iu Africa'. It is hnt a few 
years since the (;ospel w:.ts first preached among the 
Hottentots. Anrl now there is a church at Bethel­
day into which have been receiY8rl ✓1,1.-2 connrts; 
another church at Guiqnatown of :i!J arln!t members; 
another at Bethesda of 60; at Clarcclon 70. In the 
year 1816 were arlmitte,l into one church 111,i con­
verts. In India, the nurnb·'r of co11verts within a 
few years is computed to exceed 20,000, besides the 
circulation of an immense nnmher of Bibles and reli­
~;ious tracts, antl the rclig·iou-; education of numy 
thousand heathen children. 

Look at the mission at Otahcilc. It is true that 
for a number of ~-cars the prospect of snccess was 
very nnprombin/:!·· The beloved 111b~ionaric~ were 
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el1lip;cd 1o hope agaimt hopl'; to cx.pcrience ~ev rrr 
all(l repeat:•d alttictio11s; lmt the night i~ pas~ed, arnl 
a glurious morning upcurd upon the1H. The first 
ronwrt to Christiauitv \\W' in lt-\12; two vcars af­
tPrwanls the number eXCC(•(l :>0; in three yrars 200. 
The present number of tho~e who hani rcnom1cctl 
idolatrr, arnl declared tlwir lidirf in Christianity, 
011 the ~ocidy l~lanrls, is computed lo be 1000 ! 

The Christian religion is now the prevailing reli­
gion of rip;ht ditirrPut islands. Idolatry has given 
plm:c lo tlw mild arnl hlrsscd prrcPpts of the Gospel 
of pcar:r. :\!any dcrnterl Cl1ristians han longed to 
~re this daY awl haYc not seen it. 0 lirethrrn, let 
us stand u11 to our ,rnrk '. If we slPcp now, we sleep 
the slecp of tlrath ! If we withhold our assistance, 
the wealth of othrrs will roll in, in abundance, to 
the trrasnrcs of the Lorcl. The heathen will be 
~iw11 to Christ for an inheritanc(', and the uttermost 
parts of the carth for a possrssion. 

1 repeat it, the command of Christ, " (~o ye into 
all the worltl mul preach the (;ospel to enrr crea-
1 nrr ," is a practicable command. Let the zeal of the 
Apo'-tlPs fire p,•cry Chri:-tiau brrasl, and the Lorrl 
ll'ill not he 1;lack coucPrning his promise. Tho king­
doms of this world will soon become the kingdom of 
our Lord alHl Sa Yi our .J csus Christ. 

I infer front this subject, 

I. That the ncglrct of this comma11d is a sin against 
1-nowledg-c. 

\Yith tl1e Holy ~cripturcs in onr hands, and wilh 
tlw most 1lPcisiYe eYidencc that (;ocl is fnllilling· hi~ 
promises, 11·r can11ot remain ignorant of d11ty. ('hris­
tians do know, mul c1clmowlccl!!·I' it too, that the 
hPnthP11 arP 111•rishi11g for the hr~·acl of life. They 
k11011· that 1111• (;ospd i:- to lH' prcaclil'rl to th!'lll ii-" 
11w appoin1<'d i11strn11H•n1 of 1l1Pir snh·a1in11. Thf•~­
l.i1nw 111111 tl1r hra.thr11 an· liYing iii pol111fioJ1. ;md 
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that to every good work they ,mi reprobate:,;. The 
light of eternity will show that in every respect we 
arc without excuse. The Apostles thcmselns might 
have neglected the heath,·n with as much propriety 
as we can. Under these circumstances, our irnlolcncc 
is a 1;in of no common aggravation, and merits no 
common condemnation. 

II. Negligence of the command is a sin against 
Divine mercy. 

It is mercy, infinite grace, which hath made us lo 
diflcr from the heathen. \\' e have been selected as 
a nation highly favoured of the Lord. To us have 
been committed the oracles of (~od, the invaluable 
treasures of his grace. Upon us hath arisen the 
Sun of Highteou~ness with healing in his beams. 
\\'e have an Almighty Redeemer; we have a hope 
foll of immortality. \Ye luwe the joyful expecta­
tion of obtaining an inheritance incorruptible a.ml un­
Jctiled, which fadeth not a,rny. Go, Christian, lo 
yonr closet, commwrn with your heavenly Father, 
contemplate the riches of g;racc which have hern 
manifested to your souls, look to hravrn as your 
f'ternal rest from sin and sorrow, and then say, in 
view of all this hlessednrss, is it not ingmtitude to 
forget those who nce<l the cousolations of the Go~pel 
as well as \\"e? Yes, every moment of<lrlay is a plain 
drclaration that we lightly r:;trPm the blessings of the 
Gospel. It is confirming the lwathrn in the belief, 
that onr religion is no hette r than theirs ; amt must 
I not say, that it is crucifying the Lorcl afrrsh, and 
putting him to open shame. 

III. Negligence is a sin against the promises. 

\\'ill the man \\'ho ha~ m, unwaYering conviction 
in hi:- own hrC'ast, that thr c:nsprl is the only remerlr 
for the heatlwn,-thP onl:, elii·ctur1l ~ecnrity from 
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everlasting hurnings,-hc sparing in his charity, or 
reluctant in duty ? Can any Christian, who believes 
that this life is the only state of prohation,-that the • 
heathen once lost arc lost forever,-c<'as,, to labour 
and pray for their conversion? \Yho that contem­
plates, with the lively exercise of faith, the tremen­
dous events of the judgment day,-that considers the 
glory which will redound to C~od, and the joy which 
will he diffused among the rnlermed by the conver­
sion of one heathen, can he weary in well doing ? 
\Vhat is the import of these cxcttscs, hesitations, de­
lays, and objections among the professerl people of 
God? \\'hat do siimers think of them? \Yhat shall 
we think of them when summonctl to the judgment ? 
These things must not hf'. Christ is dishonoured, 
and souls are ruined by our dist.rnst of the promises 
of God. Every thing nrgcs ns forward to duty. 
The welfare of Zio11, the beloved church of God, 
~hould excite us lo duty. Our prh·ilegcs, our hopes 
of heavm, should stimulate us to faithfulness; the dan­
ger and misery of the h 'athen should excite us, and 
the prospect of the speedy rcmoYal to the grave and 
the judgment should excite us to give all diligence 
to have our ,rnrk done, aml well done. \Vithhold 
not your assistance and your prayers; give to the 
heathen the bread of life; count all things as loss 
and as dross for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ. Let it he the language of every Christian, 
here am I, Lord, and here is that which thou hasL 
given me, dispose of all according to thy glory. 
Here am I, send me far hence to the gentiles. Send 
me to prison and to death if it be for thy honour, 
and for the salvation of sinners. Amen. 
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Is this the deplorable state of our world? This the 
mournful condition of the church? Eighteen hWI­
dre<l years have dapsed. since our Savionr sent his 
disciples to preach the nospcl to every cr<>ature, and 
~-et a u·orlcl lyiug in wickPdness '. Shall \\"e sit do\\·n 
disc:ouragrd and drspai r of snccrss ? It is the bold 
decision of the iufidd, it is re hellion against heaven­
the practical denial of the government of God. Let 
us then gh·e np our 13ihh·s, our privileges, and our 
hopes of glory, and take refngc in the insensibilitr 
;md hardnrss of the Atheist '. The world will be 
rrform"d, or nnr Bihle i,; a fable, /1.11(1 our hope a 
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ddusiu11. Convince 11w that the heathen will not Le 
cmn-erted, and l will he an atheist. Hut we arc 
not left in such a dilemma. \Ye may look to heaven 
with the full assurance of faith, and h~ar our heaven!'" 
Father say, "Fear not little tlock, it is your Father;s 
good pleasure to gin you the kingdom." \Vere 
there but one pious family in the worlrl, it would be 
madness to despond. After all God has done, is 
doing, and has promised to do,-after all that mar­
tyrs have suffered at the stake,-after all the prayers 
which have hccn olfrred up,-shall we retire from 
the field and leave the enemy to triumph ? Even 
with a fair prospect of the promised land, shall we 
retire into the wilderness and perish? No, brethren, 
our duty is plain; we have every encouragement 
for perseverance. God is on our side, we need not 
fear. Every Christian must come forward with the 
inquiry, " Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" 

In au examination of the question relative to per­
sonal duty, it is indispensable that "·c be entirel,y de­
voted to God-

True religion implies a disposition to forsake 
father and mother, friends and country, for Christ. 
Every truly devoted Christian will inquire, not where 
he can enjoy the most case, escape the most troulJle, 
obtain the most -wealth or honour, but where he can 
most successfully labour in the cause of Christ, and 
promote the salt,ation of men. He lifts his eyes to 
heavrn and says, " Lord send me; send me to the ends 
of the earth; send me far from parents, friends, coun­
try; to the wilderness, to prison, or to death, if it be 
for thy glory, and for the promotion of thy kingdom. 
If duty bid me sufler at the stake, I will go there 
without a trembling emotion ; if I am to be separated 
from every earthly enjoyment, I will re_joice that I 
am counted worthy to suffer for Christ." Such, in an 
eminent degree must he our feelings, brethren, in 
this inquiry. \Vith the world under our feet, and 
with our ryes fixed on the cress, we must detrrminc 
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to cmmt all things as lo~s and drnss for the cxecllener 
uf the know ledge of Christ. 

lfat. all make these assertions; none n.rc willing to 
sn.,· that the,· haYc not ginn all to Christ; and ni 
many arc m;williug· to Le enti1·e{1J devoted to his S°Cl"­

Yicc. But let us hring these confessions to the test. 
An• tlwy acrnmpanird with an ardent attachment to 
the souls of the lwnthen, with fervent prayer to he 
dirrctc(\ in duty. lf not tlwy arc unmeaning word~ . 

. '\. dccbion must lw oht.ained in vil'w of the u·lwle 
work. \\"ere the United States the only field to he 
occnpicd, my duty aud my decision in regard to it 
might ditfrr essentially from my present du(IJ and 
decision. Blot out from our account, ::\lahomedaus, 
Jews, Faga11s, and my dutr then might 11ot lie rny 
duty now. \Yhilc l examine the waste places of 
1/,ion in our rJwn land, my inquiries arc to extend ta 
the heathen. I am to inqnirc with respect to the 
number of the heathen, the 71rospccts of success, the 
elfrct ,vhich a mission to thrm would produce upon 
our own churches, and the goO(l which wonld rrsult 
to the cause of Christ. ;iO years hence, aud then decide 
as to the fielcl for personal exertion; and a decision 
obtained after this cxmnination will he safe, aml pro­
duce a tranrtuil cmn-iction of duty. 

A decision once ohtained must not be relinquished. 
There is a suitable time for delibemtion, and a suit­
ahlc titnr for action. The> period of the former must 
11~11alh· he short, and the result decisiYe, and thPn the 
latter ·"·ill he pc rseveri11g and probably successful. 
If we enter the field "·ith ,t lirm conviction of duty 
obtained after a devout examination, our u·o,.k and our 
trials will he plcarnnt. And if we in ollr spiritual 
momeuts obtain evidence of duty, arc "·c to question 
this evidence in seasons of ll<'$pomlenc~· ? If we ex­
amine a mathematical proposition, and pronounce it 
corrrct, are we, when the proof has escaped us, to 
question this decision ? lf after an examination of 
tlw moral ~tate of the worlrl, wr think it (luty to he 

'.2 Jl 
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rnissiouaries, shall we ~ive up this object when our 
minds are less exercised upon the subject of the Hc-­
decmer's kingdom ? Then let us gi ,·c up the expec­
tat iu11 of obtaining a decisi<.n, and depend upon mo­
mentary impulsrs of the mind. The state of the 
heathen may he ve,:IJ different 11ext .1/ear from the 
present statr. Are we then to change with every 
change in the world, to Yibrate between opposite 
opinions till the period of usefulness is past. I hrsitate 
uot to say, that a decision to be a missionan·, obtained 
in the mauner prescribed, cannot be relinqiiished, ex­
cept whr11 there arc special iuterpositions of Provi­
dence, withont infiuite hazard both to usefulness aud 
happiness. 

I cannot speak upon this subject with indiflerence. 
And as l value the happiness and usefulness of my 
brethren, I would hope that 110 one will leave this se­
minary without a firm and tranquil conviction of 
duty. \\'ill any one excuse himself from this exami­
nation upon the· suppositiou that he is not qualified 
for a missionary ? Admit that some are not qualified 
for a missionary life, would a particular knowledge 
of the condition of the heathen he useless? So far 
from this, it inspires the soul with courage, gives 
energy to every exertion, aud is the most probable 
way to usefulness and peace. 

But who has assured us we are not qualified for 
missionaries ? Are we qualified for ministers ? 
Then we are in some sense qualified for missionaries. 
Are we willing to suttcr for Christ in America ?­
\\' e should b(' willing· to snttin· for him in India. If 
we love souls in our own land, and are disposed to for­
sake all for them, we would cheerfully make the same 
sacrifice in any other land. The qualifications for a 
missionary arc, love for souls, devotedness to God, and 
education to explain and enforce Di Yine 'l'ruth. If 
we are rlestitute of these, we ought to relinquish the 
ministry. \Yill any on<' say, the situati011 nf .friend.~ 
r('nrlPrs it imprarticahl<' to umlrrtak1' a rni~sion? 
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Without stopping- to examiue this ohjectio11, I have 
only to sa~·, go learn ,drnt this meaneih : •' "'ho­
~oewr he he who forsakcth not all that he hath, he 
cannot he my disciple." 

\Yill feeble health he an excuse for ne1?;lecting this 
~nhject? Smrn~ men of the most feeble health have 
accomplisher! most i11 the cause of Christ. Knox, the 
rdorrner, nevcr ha<l confinnnl health, yet he did more 
for the church than all Scotland besides. Baxter, 
Brainerd, and "'hitefield, were feeble, yet in the midst 
of weakness, they were ma~fo strong. Better, my 
hrethren, wear out and die within threc years tha11 
liw fortv in slothfulness. • 

X o"·, after an examination of the moral state of the 
world, anrl of your obligations to the church and to 
the hcathen, permit the inquirr, what decision have 
you formed? l\lillions of heathen, starving for the 
brearl of life, wait for arcp{y; thomands of despomling 
Christians in our own laud, wait for a rcp{y. Angels 
and the spirits of jnst men made perfect, wait for a 
nply. The Holy Trinit.Y, engag-ed in the work of re-
1l<'mption, "·aits for a: rcp(y. Have yon decided to 
labour at home. "rill you not go forth with the spirit 
of Him "who ,rrnt about doing good." C:o, build up 
the \\'U'-tc places of Zion, circulate the Holy Scriptures, 
r-omnmnicate religious instrnction, ancl call into action 
the slnmhering enl'rgics of the Church. 

Arc others hesitating '.J 

Hest assurerl, heloved hrrthrr11, that with a humble 
reliance npon God, your ,lutr will he made exceedingly 
plain. Look to Christ for direction, and he will never 
leave pm. By sf'crrt prarer and devout attention 
to ihe snbject of missions, you will obtain a convic­
tion of duty which will impart pl'rmancnt happines:-. 

Others lmvc detf'rmined, hY Divine a5si~tance, to 
prear.h to the Gentiles the ;msearchrthlc richf'i of 
Chri-.t. 
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Follow in the steps of him, who wa, the great 
Apostle of the Gentiles, end me hardness as good 
soldiers of .I csus, go forward with tl1c meekness, 
fortitude, and boldness of Brninerrl, Swart~, Y antler 
Kemp, and let this he yonr motto," I can do all things 
ihrough Christ, who slrcngtheueth 111e." 

""e part 111rn•, hrl'thren, to sntfor a little whik, and 
then, God willing to obtain a rich and eternal reward. 
\\" c law1ch forth 11po11 the boisterou<; ocean of life, 
hut we shall safely enter the haven of rest. 

Brethren, pra_lj for us ; pray for us individually; 
pray for us in our ditforent station~, connections, and 
cmplr~1pnents. And w!Jilc we remember Zion, we will 
r<'membcr you, with whom we have taken sweet 
eounsel, and walked to the house of God in company. 
\Vhcn far separated, we will remember that we have 
the same Saviour, arc fellow labourers in the same 
eausc, and arc destined to the same eternal rest. 

Am I to see my brethren no more '. 0 yes we 
meet again in the 1}(lmdise of God. \Y c will sit 
down at the marriage supper oftlw Lamb, and review, 
with enraptured hearts, the afflictions we have en­
dured, the difficulties encountered, the dangers braved, 
the victories won. 

I need uot say Fareu·ell, we meet so soon, we meet 
in the streets of the l\' cw J erusalcm, purified from 
;;in-clothed with immortal and glorious bodies, and 
llllitcd in bonds of holy and everlasting love. 
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Seep. l6'i'. 

J !- the p11,gc refrrrc<l to, Uw author uoiiccs lhe ;.t mg. 
gl<' that we haYe reason to expect will take place 
het ween light and darkness, before the final t rinmpli 
of Immanuel in our world. I gladly emhracP the 
opporlw1ity of bringing 1mder the view of thr, rr,a,for 
;in dorpwnt description of this contest from another 
American writer, the !ah• :\lr. PAYso:s. A i\lemoir 
uf :\lr. PA Yso:s was some time ago reprinted in thi1,, 
r·mmln·, and has hern rcatl with much interest. 'l'lH· 
following- quotation is from a vohmie of his Ser­
mon~, which ha~ also been recently prrsentr,l to th,: 
Brifo-h public. lt forms the conclnsion of a di~­
,·,mrse 011 Isaiah liii. ll. 

" Before the promise, that the Lord J esns shall sec 
of the traYel of his soul and he satisfied, can be 
fnlfilled,-heforc every t•nemy can he put under hi~ 
fret,-many exertions must he made, much treasure 
expended, "many hat.tics fought. Satan, the prince 
and god of this world, will not resign his usurped 
,lominio11 without a struggle. The more clearly he 
pcrceh·es his time is short, the greater will he his 
wrath, and lhc more vioh•nt his efforts. During 
that. portion of ti111e which yet remains, the war 
which he has long: wap;ed \\·ith the Cn.ptaiu of 011r 

:,,;nlvation will lie carriPd on wit.h 1111f'xa111pl"rl furr. 
If yn11 wonifl ,-11n·,,~- 11w JHn~r""" mul n:,-;nlt of flii~ 

?n-2. 
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war, ca<;t vour e\"Cs oYer the world, whid1 is to be 
at once th~ fieltl ·of battle anJ. the pri:.1e of Yictory. 
See the earth filled with the strongholrls and high 
places in which th1~ Prince of Darkness has fortified 
and m,dc himself strong against the Almighty. See 
all the hosts of hell, aml a large proportion of the 
inhabitants, the po\vcr, the wealth, the talents, and 
the inflnence of the world, rangccl under his infernal 
stanfard. Sec his whole artillery of falsehoods, so­
phistries, objections, temptations, and persecutions, 
hroug·ht into the Jield to be employed against the 
cause of trnth. Sec ten thousand pens, and trn times 
1,cn ihonsawl tongues hurling his voisoned darts 
amoBg its friends. On the other hanrl, see the com­
paratively small hand of our Saviour's faithful sol­
diers, drawn up in opposing ranks, and advancing to 
the a~sault, clothed in panoply divine, the banner 
w1wing· over their heaus, while in their hands they 
wield, unsheathed, the sword of the Spirit, the \Vord 
of God, the onlr weapon they arc allowed or wish 
to rmplor. The charge is soundecl,-thc assault is 
rnadc,-the battle is joinctl,-far and wide its fury 
rap;es; over mountain<; and plains, over islands and 
continents, extends the long line of conflict. For a 
time, alternate victon-aud defeat wait on either side. 
Xow exulting· acclamations from the Christian army 
proclaim the fall of some stronghold of Satan. Anon 
inforiated shouts from tho opposing ranks announce 
to the world that the cause of Christ is losing grormd, 
or that some Christian standard-bearer is fallen. 
:\lranwhilc, far aboYc the noise and tumult of 
the hattlc, the Captain of our Salvation sits serene, 
issuing his commands, and directing the motions of 
his followcrs,-sending seasonable aid to such as arc 
ready to faint, and occasionally causing to be seen 
the lighting-do\\'11 of his own glorious arm, before 
which whole srprndrons fall, or fly, or yield them­
:srln1s willing- captivrs. Fcchlr, and yet more fer hie 
~till, gradn:-ill_v hrconrns th" opposition of his foes. 
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Londcr, arnl yet louder still, rise the triumphant ac­
damations of his fricwis, till at length the cry 
Yictory '. Victory'. resounds from earth to heaven, 
and \'ictory '. \'ictory '. is echoed back from hcayen to 
earth. The warfare ceases-the prize is won-all 
('ncmics arc put tmrlcr the conquering Saviour's feet. 
The whole earth with joy receins her King, anrl his 
kingdom, which cousi'Sts in righteousness aml peace, 
aml holy jor, becomes co-extensiYe with the world. 

Such is Urn nature, and such will be the termina­
tion and result uf the contest which is now carrying 
011 in the world- In this contest we are all en­
gaged 011 the one part or on the other; for in this 
warfare there are no neutrals; he that is not with 
Chri~t is against him. Let us all, then, if we lwse 
not already done it, enlist umler his banner, and 
1w1.kc a c0111mon cause with him against a rebellious 
\\·orill; and when Im shall appear to judp;c the uni­
Ycrsc, he will sav to us, ' Come and sit down witlt 
me on my thron~, r\"en as I overcame, and am seated 
with my Father on his throne.'" 
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JUST l'l'l:!LISll}:IJ 

BY \VAUGH AND IN:NES, 
2, HUl'iTER SQUARE, AND 3], S, HAKOVER STHEl:.T, 

EDINBUllGH. 

PHESBYTERIAN" REVIEW nnd RELIGIOUS 
.TOURXAL, published every two months. th·o, 
:3s. sewed. 

HEAL LIFE; or, PAGES from the POHTFOLIO 
of a CHROXICLEH. 1"2mo, cloth 5s. 
"Real Life; Pages from the Portfolio of a Chronicler;" 

is a charming, volume, and worthy of its title, with the 
addition of Scotch. It is Scotch Real Life; and in an 
agreeable fonn, details Anecdotes, Scenes, Sketches, and 
.Characters, such as they may occur to the experience of 
a man, ofa humble, but wayfaring occupation; and whose 
education, piety, and shrewdness, added to which long 
life, have enabled him to watch the ups and downs ofan 
extensive circle of acquaintances and fricnds,"-Spec-
tator, April, 1832. .... 

" There is a fidelity of touch, and a sympathy of co­
louring, about the little sketches presented uuder the 
above title, which will secure them a reputable station 
among the many delineations of Scottish character 
lately published. The narrative is every where attrac­
tive; and the language natural and graceful, as well as 
pleasing, by its freedom from all attempts to secure at­
tt-ntion, by a mere glare of verbiage, uncalled for by the 
occasion. It will afford, no doubt, to many, a source of 
pleasure and amusement, and we hope will be found, as 
it deserves, to meet with a favourable reception, as an 
agreeable book for summer reading, as well as unpre­
tending fireside companion. "-New J\lonthly ilfaga­
zine. 



" This book, we arc afraid, will nut please the greater 
numher of novel readers, for it i~ written in so plain and 
neat, yet withal, elegant ,tyle, that the Yitiated taste of 
those accustomed to more highly se~soned delicacic,, 
will fincl difficulty in rcli,hing- it. But we are always 
~lad tu see such ,Yorks as these, and to turn from the 
affected and extra,·agant sentiment of the generality of 
modern writers, to the narrative of some simple and 
unallectcd tale. The volume under our notice, is a scene 
of sketches, many of them animated, and all of them in­
tcre~ting."-Jfonthly Jfagazine, April. 
The PHQt-:-HfaiS oftlw GOSPEL in POLYXES\A, 

Southern Group, (Georgian, t~ocirty, and Harn:v 
Islands,) heing the first Volume of a Series, desig11cd 
to illustrate the Progress of the Gospel among the 
Heathen. 18rno. "·ith frontispiece, and numerous 
cute<. 3s. Gd. cloth. 

The PROGRESS of the GOSPEL in SOUTHERX 
AF Ill CA. \Yith frontispiece, and numerous cuts. 
:3s. 6d. cloth. 

The EXClTE::VIEXT for 1830, or A BOOK TO 
INDUCE YOUXG PEOPLE to HEAD: Con­
taing Remarkable Appearances in Xature, Sig­
nal Presen·ations, arid i-uch incidents as are fitted 
to arrest the youthful mind. Third edition. In 
neat fancy binding, 4s. 6d. 

The EXClrl'KvIEl\'T for 1831. ~ccond edition. 
In neat faucy binding. \Yith rugradngs, 1ls. 6d. 

The EXCITEi\lEWl' for 1832. Second edition. 
In neat fancy binding. \Yith plates and cuts 1s. Gd. 

The YOUXG COOK'.:, ASSlSTAl\'T; or, Guide 
to lnexprrienced Housewives and Servants upon 
an economical plan; containing Directions and Ht'·· 
ceipts adapted for a Family in the middle rank of 
life. 18mo. Second edition, ls. Gd. hds. 

CHRISTIAN POETHY; a Xcw ~election; co11-
tainin~ the most rlif'lingnishrd Piece,- thnt hnve. 
1·rr<'n1ly appearc<l. ~rc,;u,l ,.diti1111. :-l'2mo. nf"atly 
h1m11d. "2~. fitl. 



J:otJ!,s l'ublislm! ~I/ ll'uuglt <\' Innes, Fdinbm·gh. 

111 tho. pri1·c 1"2s in cloth, 

l'rinlctl fro111 the ci.~ltth 1-Zmu c1lition, i11 a large 
ty}ll', 'on tiuc pap1·r, arnl illustrale1l with rn:my 
ndditional cngraYing:s, 

1111 ~mo. 'il;. cloth, cightheditiou, with cugraYings, &c. 

The EYIDEXCE of the THUTH of the CHHI~­
'J'l.AX HEJ,If;Io~, dPriYcd from the literal ful­
filment of Prophecy, as illustratecl by the His­
tory of the .Jews, arnl IJy the DiscoYcries of recent 
'l'raYcllers. 13'- the Hr.,·. ALEXANDER KEITH, 

:\I inistcr of ft. l_'yrns, Kincardinrshire. 

The rapid and increasing demand for this celebrated 
work, of which the present is the ninth edition "·ithin a 
few years, is the best proof of its intrinsic rnlue, and the 
Publishers haYe now much pleasure in announcing it as 
printed also in octavo, with further embellishments; and 
thus supplying a wish which has been for some time ex­
pressed, for having a separate edition m that fonu as a 
Library volume. 

BAPTISM in its MODE & Sl'HJ ECTS COi\"­
SlDER.ED, and tlw Arguments of Mr. Ewing· 
aml Dr \Yardlaw rcfotccl. Jfr ALEXANDER CARSON, 

A.:\I. ;vliuistcr of Llw Gm,p~l, 8Yo. 'is. hd:-. 

smnroxs 011 \' ARIO I'S SUB.I ECTS. Jh-
TrnoTHY Jh IGIIT. D.l). LL.I) late Prcsidrut of 
\ale College, (priuil'!l from the origfoal :\ISS. 
IICYl.'l' before pnblbhctl) ·2 Yols. 8Yo. :Ns. bds. 

" If we had nncr heard of the name of Dr. Dwight, 
hnt had opened casually upon some of thc,c Di~courses, 
we should haYC found ourseh·cs under the powcrlul spell 
of an unknown master "'e h,~,·c not found f!. single one 
that we should sav is not \\·orth rendin~, or that docs 
not furnish u;; \·,ith ,.omcthing ,·alual,le.~-But where­
should we stop, if\1:e were to quote all that has interested 
11s and imtructcd m in thi~ rniumc ?"-Cltristiau Ob­
sen·er, .fu11r ]f-:'2~. 



HISTORY of the COVENAN'l'El{S in SCOT­
LAND. By the Author of the " Histories of the 
Hcformation," " Christian Church," &c. 2 vols. 
l8mo, 8s. 6d. cloth. Dedicated by permission to 
the Bev. Dr. l\l•Crie. 
",v e cordially recommend tl1is work, expressing the 

hope that parents will put it into the hand, of their 
children, that the l\Iiuisters of the Presbyterian Churches 
will ur!!e an acquaintance with it upon the candidates 
for admission to member,l1ip, and that the friends of pure 
and undefiled religion, and civil liberty generally, will 
promote its circulation."-T/ie Covmanter, Feb. 1831. 

l\1.E}IOIH of }irs. A:i\N II. .JUDSON, late Mis-
sionary to Burmah ; including a History of the 
American Uaptist Mission in the Burman Empire-. 
The Second edition, Hlmo, with portrait and map 
of Burmah. 3s. 6d. Lds. 

LIBEHIA; or the Early History and Signal Pre­
~rrvatiou of the Americ,m Colony of Free Ne­
groes on the Coast of Africa; compiled from Ame­
rican documents. By \Y1LLJH1 hNEs, 18mo, with 
map, 2s. cloth. 

SEH~10NS by the late Rev. JOHN CAl\'IPBELL, 
D.D. one of the Ministers of the Tolbooth Church, 
.Edinburgh. \Yith an .Appendix containing some 
minor Theological Pieces. To which is prcfixe<l, 
the Sermon Preached on the occasion of his Death, 
Ly the Hev. HonERT LoRrnER, LLD. one of the 
l\1inisters of Haddington. 8vo, Us. Lds. 

:M:El\101BS of the late l\1Rs. SUSAN HUNTING­
TON of Eoston, l\lassachuselts, consisting princi­
pally of Extracts from her .Journal and Letters. 
Fourth edition, l?mo, with portrait, 4s. 6d. 

A Small Edition of the ahon, lSmo, 3s. bds. 
l\lEMOIHS of the Hrv. PLI~Y FISK, A.M. late 

:'llissionary to Palestine from the American Board 
of Missions, 12mo, "·ith portrait, f>s. bds. 

A Small Edition of the nhow•, 181110, 3s. hds. 


