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AUTHENTICK 

MEMOIRS 
OF THE 

Chriftian Church in China. 
H E fo1lowing is an Account of the R~ 
vo]utions among that Part of the Romifi 
Communion, • which is eftabli1hcd io 
China, of the Controverfies which have 
arifen among the Miffionarics, and of 

the Difturbance occafioncd thereby, even amongft 
lhe Subje& of the Bi1hop of Rome in Europe. It 
may feem proper to begin where Father Du Hald, 
leaves off; but I find it indifpcnfably ncccffary to 
go farther back to the Infancy of the Church in 
China. It wi11 be difficult to underftand what has 
pafs'd of late, without knowing many ~f the pre­
ceding Tranfacl:ions. The whole Hiftory of this 
Church is connected. The Jatcft Events arc Con­
fcquenccs of the Meafures firft taken. Indeed there 
is another Reafon for this Retrofped. IA Halik 
has not related a11 that he might and would have 
related, had he been an Impartial Hiftorian, and ia 
Come lnftances he depans from the Hiftorical Cha­
~acr, to alfumc that of a Panegy rift and Arbitra-

tor. 



2iu,:,:wesseur .; a; :us:: c 9 ; -, ii; _ t 

tor. '1 think k expedient to gyard tbe Rader apin~ 
the lnftucn~ of his Eloquence, as well u- of hit 
Siknce. This cannot be done by a mere Continuation 
of his HiR:ory. However I Jhall be as concife aa po(­
fit;,le. My Authorities are unexceptionabl~. ·Motl: 
of th,m are borrowed from both the contcndinl 
Parties, neither of which will choofe to difputc the 
Equity of Judgments pronoun£ed at Rome, and of 
the Bulls of Pope Clement die eleventh, and Bene­
dill the Fourteenth. And frQffl thefe Autboritics 
my Account is chiefly extracted. I ihaJJ cmfully 
difi:inguifh Matters of doubtful or uncertain Credit, 
and my own Reftttl:ieRs will be cafily difcern'd from 
the Tefi:imoqy Qf others. . 

The Fou~ers of the Rotl)i/J, CIN,ch in Cb_i,,_ 
were three ltalia11 Jefuits, who were fent into that 
~mpire by the Superiors of their Order tOJJir.d, 
the End of the Ox~centh Century ; Roger, a N1"Jll,­
lita11, Pafio of Boloza11, and Matthew Ric,i of M• 
%erata in the Marquifate of Ancona. It is true, 
that before th~fe, fame ocher Roman Ecclefiafticka 
uavelJ'd to China, and promis'd to found,- Cbriftian 
Church there. Ha/de and all the Jef1'its arc cauti­
ous of mentioning thcfe Predeceffors of their Bre-.:. 
thrcn. And the Domi1Jica11s and Francifcans, who 
arc at Eomit)' with the JefuiJJ, give tbem inccfiant 
Praife. The Effcll: of great Partiality, Envy ~ 
lndifcretion on both fides; on the one hand a need.;. 
lefs Cautioo, on the other an iJJ-groundcd Vanity .. 
The J efuits might fafeJy mention, and their Ene­
mies would fuffer little by forgetti~g them. What­
ever their good Intentions might be, their Travels 
and Labours proved fruidcfs. The only Merit they 
hue, is that of 1.inding in China, before the 'Jtfaits. 
and withing to preach there, if they could have ob.:. 
taincd Pcrmiffion. It is ccrtiin, that the three Je-

ftnt1 
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l,;u ~for~m~n!ioned, were the firft Founders of th~ 
ll,:andi of their Chutcli. 'they hc1d learned th~ 
·t:IJi1iifa Language= before their Arrival, fo that 
thty could in1mediately enter upon their Com­
miffion. 

P":fio and Roger· had not been many Years crt­
.PSed in it, before they were rccall1d. Ricci was 
tlicr_eforc the only one remaining, and he carried on 
his Undertaking with great Zeal and Affiduity. fu 
very_ few Years he had a numerous Congregation. 
confifting of the Literati as well as the Populace . 
. He w.as affifted in Time by Fe1low-Labourers, but 
whilft he Jived, he was at their Head, in point ~f 
Abilities aJ well as Rank. He knew. more perfe~­
Jy than any of them, how to affett and win the 
Minds of alt Orders of Men, and to feafon the 
Doctrine he taught according to the Palate and Ge· 
nius of the Chi11e[e. So that hejuftly merits ~he Ti.­
ti~ given· him, by his Order, of Father and Founder 
of the Church of Cbi11a. 

Ried was a Man of no common Abilities. 'Bi­
fides a natural Complacency, Difcretion and Bene­
volence, he had great Sagacity and Learning, was 
patient and indefatigable ·to a high Degree, ready 
~n conforming himfeJf to every one's Opinions and 
Viewt, and had an unbounded Zeal to prom_ote 
the lnterefts of his Church. He was perfealt 
akifl' d in mathematical Learning, which of all 
others is inoft eltectned in Cl>ina. This open'd to 
him the Hearts of the Great and Learned. He 
fpeht fevcn fuccemve Year~ among thofe idolatrous 
Ptlefts, whom they call the Bonzes, and was in­
ftru~ by them i_n the Lan&uage, Cuftoms an<l 
l..carnmg of the CJiintfa •. His Parts and Temper 
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won him the AffeB:ion and Efteem of all bis T~ 
chers. ~t le~ving this ~_hool, he ,WU well enougb 
vers'd m Chcntft Lcarmng, to be a l\tltch for the 
greatefi: Philofophers of the Empire. He laid afide 
the Habit of a Jtfuit, becaufe he perceiv'd it brought 
him into Contempt, and put on that of a Cbineji 
Philofophcr. This improved the Reputation he 
had already acquired by his Accomplifhmcnts. The 
Philofophcrs of the Country embrac'd him as a 
Brother and Member of their Society, and the 
~co_ple honoured him the more, for feeing him rc-
f~tcd by their Sagts. • 

He wrote f on1e Books in Recommendation of 
the Chriil:ian Faith, which were eagerly read, for 
they were written in the Language ufed at Court, 
and among the Literati. The principal Book he pub­
Jilhcd was printed at P elem, the Capital of the Em­
pire, in the Year 160 3, and is entitled, Of tbt 
Di'Vint lAw. This Piece is cerisur'd and cxcoll'd 
by different Parties. If we believe the Enemies of 
the 1ejfaits, it is abominable, in that it connc& and 
_intermixes the Doarinc of Jefus with the Morals of 
Co11furills. As I know no more of the Book, than 
what is reported by the 'Jefuits and their Adverfa­
rics, I cannot give my Opinion. The Life of Rie­
d is written at large by a mafterly Hand, Father 
Orleans, a Fren,b 1ef"it. It is hardly poffible to 
read this Life without admiring the great Abiliti~ 
of the Man, tho' the Application of them may 
not in every Cafe be dcfenfible. 

But Ricci with all his Abilities, Learning and 
Experience would have been the Paftor of a very 
{mall Flock, had he purf ued only the Methods of 
preaching and converting common to the Romi,A 
Clergy. The Prudence ofhis~Socicty waaof eminent 
Ufe to him, and fcconded hi, I c1:bours more cJfetlu--

aHf• 
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a1ty, than the Simplicity of the Gofpel. Tne jt• 
fuil Miffionaries preach Chriftianity very difterently 
from the other Monks and Fcclefiafticks. A Domi­
nican, a Francifaan, an Aujlin Frier, or a frcular 
Prieft, when he becomes an Apoftle, carries nothing· 
with him, but a warm Zeal for the Faith, hi!i 
School Learning, which is of more Detrimentthan 
Ufe to him, and a confiderable Stock of fuptr­
ftitious Opinions. Bc:fidcs this, many of them are 
willing to make Advantage of the Credulity of the 
People, and promote the Credit of their Religion by­
a pious Fraud and a pretended Miracle. 1,his is the 
whole f piritual A pparacus of an ordinary Romi/h Mif.. 
.fionary. But a 7efuit leaves his School-Learning at 
home, and inftead of it carries with him fame Rules 
of Prudence inculcated into him by his Superiors 
and lnftruckors. Of thefe Rules the following· 
are the principal : 

I. A Miffionary, who hopes for Succefs, muft 
affume the Character of a Divine, or Philofophcr 
of the Country in which he preaches. This Con­
duct removes great Part of the Prejudice ufually 
cntertain'd againft Foreigners. A Jefuit therefore, 
as foon as he enters upon his Office in a Heathen 
Country, changes his Character. In India he be­
comes a Braman, in Siam a '.Ialapoin, in China 
either a Bonze, or a Confucian and Philofopher, in 
.Africa he appears a Marabou. A poor Capuchin or 
Dominican retains his European Character, and 

.makes that of a Mendicant Frier, confiftent with 
that of a Preacher. Hence he is of JittJe or no Re­
pute, whilft the Jefuit, in his Mask, gains the 
Hearts and Attention of the People. 

II. A Miffionary mufi: make it his earnefi: En­
deavour to be favour'd at Court. In order thereto 

t 
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he muft leave no Mean, untried, by Prefentl, by 
Rcfpect, by Attendance, and other the like Practi­
ces, to ingratiate himfclf with thofc who are at the 
Head of Affairs. 

111. He mun, if poffiblc, infinuate himfeJf jo 
t' ar into the Confidence of the Great and Powerful. 
that he may be confulted in Matters of State and 
Govtrnmcnt. A Miffionary, who has fuccecded in 
this, may preach on fecurely. There are fome other 
Rules under this Head, which for the fake of Bre~ 
vity I omit. 

IV. A Miffionary muft conform to the Opinions 
and Cuftoms of the People he is fcnt to, provided 
they be not manifcftly inconfill:ent with the Faith ho 
is comm iflioncd to preach. 

V. He muft make ufe of whatever has the Ap­
pearance of Truth and Piety in the Religion.of the 
Country where he preaches, and endeavour to re­
concile it to his own Doctrine. It is not material, 
Ehat this cannot be done without dill:orting the 
Heathen as well as the Chrijlian Religion. The little 
Sin committed upon fuch an Occafion is amply 
atoned for by the Benefit it produces. 

VI. He muft not abolith, or prohibit, ancient 
CuO:oms and Ceremonies, to which an ignorant 
People is generally much attach'd. Let the People 
retain the Cuftoms of their Fathers. It is fuSicicnc 
to fanctify them, that is, to feparate aJl that is mani­
fefi)y idolatrous and fup,crftitious, and wi,h a good 
Defign to make the reft confiflcnt. 

V 11. A Miff ionary muft have Money, and. 
Trade may enable him to procure it. If therefore 
he can privately carry on a little Commerce, he 
does well. It is no Difgrace to his Office, whill 
he converts his Gains to the Service of God. 

I might 
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I might enumerate more of thefc Rules, but it 

•ould be necdlefs, as the reft foJlow from thefe. 
If it be asked, What Authority I have to alfcrt, that 
the Jefails obferve thefe Rules in their Miffions? I 
anfwer, it appears not merely from the Writings of 
their Enemies, but from their own Conduct A, 
this is in all their Miffion• their conftant Pracl:ice, 
it: is highly probable, that Direfl:ions for thofc Pur­
t><>lcsare given them by their Fraternity. Indeed mofl: 
of thefe aJefuil would hardly be afhamed to confefi. 
Perhaps he may treat the third and the Jaft as mere 
Calumny; but the reA: he would call Inftancrs of 
Apoftolical Prudence. The moR: able of their Bre­
thren ha vc already done fo. I appeal to Fal,ri, to 
the great Gabriel Daniel, to their Writings puh-
1 ilhed in the Ghinefa, and to the Letters of their 
·Miffionaries. 

Ricci moft diligently obfcrved the principal of 
thefe Directions. and by their Mt-ans invited and 
drew many Pcrfons of all Ranks in China into the 
Church he had founded. He lived, wrote, conYCr­
fc:d, and dreff'ed like a Chinefe .Philofopher and 
Scholar. His uarning and other Merit rccom-­
mended him to the Perfons in Power. He recon­
ciled the ancient Religion of the Country, in fame 
meafure, to the firfi: Principles of Theology, and 
united the Maxims of the great ConfuciuJ. with the 
Words of Life deliver'd by 'Jefus Cbri/1. He fuffi:r'd 
his Converts to follow the Cuftoms of their Fath~. 
and to obfcrve, as before, thofe ancient Ufagcs and 
Ceremonies, which were founded in the Laws of 
the Empire, prohibiting only whatever admitted 
of no Glofa or Pretence, and might affect the firft 
Truths of Chriftianity. 

The Religion of China is twofold. One as an­
cient as the Empire itfeJf, a:xl in all probability 
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he muft leave no Mean, untried, by Preintl, ~ 
Rcfpccl:, by Attendance, and other the like Prafb­
ces, to ingratiate himfelf with thofc who are at cha 
Htad of Affair,. 

Ill. He mun, if poffible, infinuate himfclf fo 
f'ar into the Confidence of the Great and Powerful. 
that he may be confu1tcd in Mattera of State and 
Government. A Miffionary, who has fucceeded in 
thi1, may preach on fccurely. There are fome other 
Rules under this Head, which for the fake of Bre• 
vity I omit. 

IV. A Miffionary muR: conform to the Opinion• 
and Cuftoms of the People he is fent to, provided 
they be not manifcftly inconfiftcnt with the Faith ho 
ii commiftloned to preach. 

0 

V. He muft make ufe of whatever h11 the Apa 
pearancc of Truth and Piety in the Religion of the 
Country where he preaches, and endeavour to re­
concile it to his own Doctrine. It is not material, 
that thia cannot be done without diftorting the 
Rtathtn •• well as the Chr~flian Religion. The little 
Sin committed upon fuch an Occafion 11 amply 
atoned for by the Benefit it produces. 

VI. He muft not abolifiJ, or prohibit, ancient 
Cullom, and Ceremonies, to which an ignorant 
People is gtnerally much attach'd. Let the People 
rttain the Cu ft oms of their Fathers. It is f uSicient 
to fanB:if y them, that is, to fcparatc all that i1 mani­
fcftly idolatrous and fu~rfiitiou1, and wi,h a good 
Defign to make the reft confiflcnt. 

VII. A Miffionary muO: have Money, and 
Trade may enable him to procure it. If therefore 
he: can privattly Cilrry on a little Comnwrce, he 
docs well. It is no Difgrace to his Offiet, whill 
he converts h~ Gains to che Service of God. 
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I miaht enumerate more of thtfc Rules, but it 
would be needlefs. as the reft foJlow from thefe. 
If it be 11ked, What Authority I have to aifcrt, that 
the 7tfai,, obferve thefc Rules in their Miffions? [ 
anfwer, it appears not mtrely from the Writings of 
their l!nem,es, but from their own Conduct. A, 
thi1 ie in all their Miffionh their con{fant Pracl:ice, 
it i1 highly probable, that Dirtcl:ions for thofc Pur .. 
1>0fe1 are given them by their Fraternity. Indeed mofl: 
of thefe a Jtfuit would hardly be alhamed to confefs .. 
l'erhape he may treat the third and the Jaft as mere 
Calumny, but the rcll he would call Inftanets of 
Apoftolical Prudence. 1"he moft able of their Bre­
thren have already done fo. I appeal to Fobri, to 
the 8rcat Gabriel Daniel, to their Writings pub"." 
lilhtttl in the Gbineft, and to the Letters of their 
M iflionaric1. 

Ricci moft diligently obferved the principtl of 
thcfc l)irtftions, and by their Mt-ans invited and 
drew many Perfons of all Ranks in China into the 
Church he had founded. He lived, wrote, connr­
fcd, and drcffcd like a Chintfa J:>hilofopher and 
Scholar. His unrning and other Merit recom-­
mended him to the Perfons in Power. He recon­
ciled the ancient Religion of the Country, in fome 
mrafurc, to the firfl Principles of Theology, and 
united the Maxims of the great Confuci11J with the 
Words of Life: dcliver'd by Jtfos CJ:Jryl. He fuffur'd 
his Con•errs to follow the Cuftoms of their Fathen:. 
and to obicrve, as before, thofe ancient Ufagcs and 
Ccremonaes, which were founded in the Laws of 
the Empi~, prohibiting only whatcYer admitted 
of no Glofs or Pretence, and might affect the firft 
Trutha of ChriClianity. 

The ReJigion of a,;,,,, is twofold. One as an­
cient as the Empire jtfeJf, a:xl in all probabiJicy 
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introduced by its Founders. The other is of much 
later Date, and imported from India not Jong after 
the Birth of our Saviour. The latter has Idols, 
Temples, Sacrifices, Priefls, Monks, Fefiivals, 
an<l many external Rites and Ceremonies. The for­
mer is free from all thefe, and is, perhaps, the moR: 
grofs and fimple of all the Religions that ever were 
uught in the W orlJ. It prefcribes Reverence to an 
inv1fible Being, rdiding in the vifible Heaven, and 
diftributing from thence Happinefs and Mift!ry 
amongft Mankind; but it enjoins no particular 
'\Vorlhip to him: So that Temples, Priefts, Affem­
blics, Sacrificts and Rites, are Things entirely fo­
reign to it. rrhe Emperor alone, at certain Times, 
oflers a Sacrifice to this powerful Being in the 
Name of his People. The moral Part of this old 
Syftem is fl1ort and eafy : It confills in honouring 
the= Servants of 'iien or Cbang-'ii, (for fo the fupreme 
Being is called) that is, the Spirirs prefiding over 
the Mountains, Rivers, Forefis, arid ether l.,arts of 
the Earth, and in fame Duties recdf.iry to the 
Welfare of the Public, and of every particular 
:Family. Excepting thr.fe Duties, it allows great La­
titude to the natural Jnclinations and Appetites of 
Men. 

1 .. he latrr Religion, th:tt Idolatry I mtan, which 
was introductd by F 0, or f O E, a celebrated l11-
dia11 lmpofior, has a confidtrable Party among the 
I>opulace and \Vomen, but it is only tolerated. 
The wit<! f\1en, ar.d thofe of Dittintlion, profefs 
the old Religion, which is bc:fides the R.eligion of 
the Stare, profets'<l and even preached by the 
Emperor himfdt~ and protetl:ed by the Laws of 
the Empire. Ri:ci \vas too wife and cautious to 
embrace the other Party. And this, which he did 
rmbrace, happcn'd to be fo circumftanccd, that he 
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formed hopes of reconciling it to the ChriA:ian 
Faith. He therefore fignified to the People, that 
he was only come to renew, and, by the Addition 
of fome effential Tenets, to reform the antiquated 
Religion of their Forefathers, that he preached the 
fame crien or Chang.er,, whom the old Laws of their 
Country pointed out to them, and that his moral 
Syfiem was in truth no other than that, which was 
propo~'d by their great Philofopher Ct1mf11-zu or 
Confucius, after the Example of the firll: Sages and 
Fathers of the Empire. l'his was natur=i!ly pleafing 
to a People more vain and tenacious of the Reve­
rence due to their Anceftors, than any Nation in 
the World. I will not join in the Accufation, 
that he purpafely wrefted and falfified the Chriflia11 
Dotl:rine, to adapt _it to the Opinions and Preju­
dices of the Chineft. His Enemies and the Enemies 
of his Oider have not yet clearly prov'd this Charge. 
But thus much cannot be denied, that he in feveral 
ref peels mifinterpreted the old Cbineft Faith, to 
render it more agreeable to Nature, Reafon and 
true Religion. 

China is the Country where the Genius of Cere­
mony principally rtfides. The People are by Jong 
Tradition ar.d by the Laws of the Empire inured 
to fo many Rites and Cullom!, that Nature feems 
totally fupprefs'd in them. Whatever is done in 
publick is done by Number, Weight and Meafure, 
by a certain Rule and Proportion. A particular 
Council is efiablil11ed to take care of the Support 
of national Cuftoms, and to punifh the Contem­
ners thereof. Mofl: of them were introduced chi~fly 
for Reafons of State, and have no Connexion 
either with the old or new Religion. But fome few 
have a religious Appearancr, and fecm to be Con­
fequenccs of cenain Docl:rincs. The principal of 

thefc 
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1hefct att tbe Venetation of theit Anceftora and ol
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the grtat Philofopher Conf11ci111. Every Family in 
Chi11• ia bound at certain Times to aifemble in a 
Hall, which is call'd the Hall of the Fathers and 
Forefathers, and there to pay a kind of Worfhip, 
fomewhat like Sacrifice and Idolatry, to their Ancef. 
tors, whofe Names are written upon little Tables 
or Regifters hung up in the Hall. They proRratc 
themfdve1 before thefe Tables, kill Bcafts, bur11 
gilt Paper in Honour of their Fathers, and promi{c 
themftlves, that Heaven will reward thcfe Marks 
of Love and Refpcct towards thofe, from w horn 
they are defcrnded. Much the fame Tribute of 
Ref peel: i~ paid by all the Lilerali to the great 
Teacher of the Empire, Co11fucius. 

Ricci, however dif pofed to indulge his Converts 
in the Cuftoms and Laws of their Country, hefita­
tcd much at thcfc Ceremonies, which fecmed to 
amount to a fpiritual Sacrifice. He deliberated 
eighteen Y cars, whether he lhould permit them or 
hOC ? The l{efult of fo long a Deliberation was, to 
tolerate them not as religious, but political Cuftom~. 
This Refolution was doubtlefs chiefly fuggdl:ed by 
the Ddirc he had, to enlarge his Flock, and to fe .. 
cure ic from Reproach and Perfecution. Whoever 
in ChintJ neglects the ufual Reverence to hii An­
cefiou forfeits the Charaaer of an honeft Man and 
good Citizen ; and whoever neglects that paid to 
C~,ifttciui forfeits all Prctenfions to publick Honoura 
and Employments. So that Ricci wou!d ha•c made 
but few DilcipJ~s, and thofc muft have been con­
tinually moldted, had he prohibited this Cuftom. 
He therefore Jook'd about him for Arguments to 
reconcile the Toleration of it to his Confciencc. 
Men are feldom at a lofs in a Cafe like this. 
The Underftanding ia deluded b7 the WiU, and 
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a Dender Reed affumcs the Air md Screngtb of • 
Pillar . 
. The Reader will judge better of the FQrce af 

dlofc Arguments. which convinced Riui of the 
Jnnocmce of the Ceremonies he was willina to to­
lerate, by perufing them. • u The lllahomelt1111 • 
• , faid he, who are Enemies to Idolatry, pcrfor111 
•·' thefc Honours to their Anceftors and to Con/•· 
If ei•s, therefore they are not Idolatry. u As if 
Mabnnetans were Judges in Chrijlia11 Cafes of Con­
fcicncc, or as if the Opinion of a Chine[, Maharn#-
1JZ11, that is, of a b11lf Mabo111eu,11, was of W eighe 
co determine what is Superftition and ldolatrJ, 
Apin; " The Cbi,ufa ref peel: neither the:r Ancef. 
u IDl's, nor ConfuciMs, as Deities or Saints ; their 
" R.evcrcncc to their Anccftors is on)y to them, 
" as Pttfons to whom they owe their Lives, and 
" Co11/U&i11s is honour'd mcrcl y as a Philofopher 
" and Legifiator. '' Here the Matter in ~cftion 
ia taken for granted. " Thofe who kilJ the Beaffs 
~' at thefe Ceremonies are not Priefts, but Butchers." 
This would be fomc Argumenr, were it e1fential 
10 a Sacrifice, to have it {lain by the Hands of a 
Prieft. Further, '' in the Year 1384. the Emprror 
~• by an Edict prohibited Columns to be erc&ed 
0 to Collfucius, and that fort of Honour to be 
ac paid him, which is ufually paid by Idolaters to 
" Perfons dcceafed. '' Thia is fuppofing, thac 
Laws are always ftricl:ly obeyed, or that it is im• 
po8iblc for them to grow obfolete. He alledged 
again, " that the fame Honours, which are paid to 
" deceafed Anceftors and to Confucills, are likewite 
" paid to the living Emperors and the great OBi,. 
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" ccrs of State. •• It is ftrange, fo judicious a • 
Man lhould forget, that Marks of Honour dcriva 
their Value from the Pcrfons towhom they are exhi• 
bitcd, and that confcquently thofc offered to Perfon1 
dcceafed, and Jiving, arc of a very different Na.­
lUre. A Man of Senfe would never conclude, thac 
bccaufe he may innocently proftrate himfelf before 
the Emperor, he may therefore with a fafe Con­
fcience fall down before the Image of a Perfon dc­
ccafed, or before the Table, upon .which his Name 
is recorded. Befidcs, the Honours done to the Em­
peror and his Minifters are not the fame with thofe 
others I at lcaft no Beafi: is ever kill'd for an Offer­
ing to the Emperor and his Mandarins. He urged 
in the laft Place, " that thefe Culloms were efta-
6 ' blitbcd in China before Idolatry took place there, 
H therefore they arc not Idolatrous." This Argu­
ment takes it for granted, that there could be no 
Idolatry in China, before that of Foe was introduced. 

However bad as thcfe Reafons were, they fatisfied 
the doubtful Confcience of the Jtfuit. He permit­
ted his Converts to reverence their Ancefton and 
Omfucius after the Cullom of their Country, with 
only fomc tew Limitations. Whatever was not 
expre0y required by the Laws of the Empire relat­
ing to this Ceremony, he enjoined them to omir, 
and at the Obfcrvation of the: Reft, to lift up their 
Hearts to God. That is, to outward Appearance 
they were to worfhip their Anccftors and Con/ 11&i11s 1 
inwardly, in Spirit, they were to wor(hip God. 
Thus the converted Cbint/edeceiv'd the unconverted, 
who were afi"cmblcd with them in the Hall. The 
Chriftians bowed with fccming Devotion to the 
Tables of their Anceftors, and thus avoided Offence, 
whilft they were addrcffing their Thoughts and 
lading their Soula to God. 

Whilft 
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Whilft none but jefuits were preaching in China. 
Ricci•s Manner of converting and his Connivances 
proved fucccfsful. The Chrifi:ians, however op­
preffed in fome Parts~ incrcafed_ b_y thefe M~ans ex­
cccdingl y. But their Tranqu1lhty was d11lurbed 
by the Dominicans and Franci/ca~s, ~ho c~me in 
the Year 1630 to affi(l: the Jefuzts, rn cultivating 
the Vineyard they had planted. The new Labour­
ers, being entirely unacquainted with the 'Jefuitical 
Rules of converting, were afionifhed, when they 
faw Chriftians profrrate before Confucius and the 
Tables of their AnceCl:ors, and boldly declared, 
that their Confcience obliged them to condemn fo 
fuperftitious and idol:itr~ms a Practice. A warm 
Controverfy cnfued betwixt them and the Je(uits. 
Neither Party being difpofed to yield, the Matter 
was referr'd to the Dec_ilion of th~ir ~upreme Judge 
at Rome. The Enemies of the ].:fuzts were .Plain­
tiffs. A Dominican Frier, John BaJ;tf11a Moralez, 
fc:t out for Rome, and laid before the: Congregation 
de propaganda fide, his own and his Brethren"s 
Doubts concerning the Chinefa Ceremonits tolera­
ted by the jefuitJ among the Profdytes. 1 ... he 
Congregation, as ufual, calJed in the Opinion of 
many Divines on. the Subject of this Con1plainr, 
and at ]aft determined, that thofe Ceremonies were 
fuperfticious and intoler:ibJe. As the Dominican 
had reprefented the Hall of the Anceflors as a 
Temple, and the whole Ceremony as Idolatry and 
Sacrifice, they could not welJ pafs a milder J udg­
mcnt. Pope Innocent the tenth confirmed it on the 
12th of September in the Year 1 645. and com­
manded all Preachers of Chriftianity in China,under 

, Pain of Excommunication, to conform to this 
Decree, till the holy See 1hould determine otherwife. 
The J(fuits in China received this lnjuncl-ion with 

C Vene, 
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is their ufual Manner of treating thofe Decree, of 
the Bi{hops of Rome,which contraditl: the Cuftoms, 
Maxims and Opinions of their Society. They are 
bound more firictly, than any other Order, to obey 
the Pope, and no Order obeys him lcfs than they. 
lt may be accounted for among other Reafona 
by this, that their Superiors, and their karned 
Brethren, are efteemcd by them to be better J udgea 
of what i, ufeful and pernicious to the Church, 
than the Popes and their Councils. To this In­
junction, at leall, they paid fo little Regard, that 
ic:veral Years paff~d before they fent a Counter­
R eprcfentation to Romt. In the mean time they per­
mitted what was forbidden by the Decrce,and thought 
themfelves juftified, bccaufe the Decree was ground­
ed on a falfe Report. Their Difobcdiencc how­
ever occafioned much Difquiet and Offence. At 
length, therefore, they judged it neceffary to fend 
one of their Brethren to Rome, to folicit the Re­
peal of the Decree obtained by the D01llinicans. 

Martin Martini was the Solicitor. He difchargcd 
his Commiffion with the greateft Dexterity. ln­
fiead of applying to the Congregation, who had 
paf5'd rhe former Sentence, and who he forefaw 
would hardly retract their own Judgment, be went 
immediately t'J the then Pope AJe,ta11der the Stvt11tb 
himfelf, and reprtfented to him, in a Writing nt 
farge, that thole Clint?fa Cuftoms were free fron1 
Idolatry and Superfiition, and tended only to the 
Peace and Welfare of the Empire. The Pope 
left the Decifion of the Matter to the holy Office or 
Court of Inquifition, undoubtedly at the Solicita­
tion of the Jef,lit, whofe Bufinefs it was to keep it 
out of the hands of the Congregation dt propaga,uJ4 
fide, The Event anf wcrcd his W iJhcs. The holy 

Office 
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Office rejected the Rites, which the 1tfaits had re­
jcaed,and permitted thofc which they had permitted. 
Tlmr Judgment was approved and confirmed by 
the Pope, on che 13d of March 1656. The Je-
fuits at firft received this favourable Decifion as a 
Shield, to be made ufc of in Cafe of Nc:ccffity. 
They did not publilh it in China, but retained it 
privately, by way of Anfwcr to any future Ag• 
grefiors. But in time their Caution abated, and 
their Shield was converted into a Sword. They 
produced the Decree imported by Martini, and 
maintained it to be a Rule for the Conduct of all 
the Roaifo Clergy in China, ftnce it annulled that 
Decree, which had been fent by the Hands of 
Mora/4-z. This Indifcretion renewed the War. The 
Do•illi,ans and Francifcans importuned the Pope 
and his Miniflers with fre!h Complaints and Re­
monftrances, protefted in the moR: folemn Terms, 
that the Ceremonies in ~cftion were the worft of 
Abominations, and defired that the holy Office 
would inform them, whether the former Decree 
of Pope Innocent the Tenth, was indeed annulled by 
this new one produced by the Jefuits .? The In­
quifition gave an Anfwer, which might feem fufp:• 
cious or forged, had we no Authority fJr the Ge­
nuinenefs of it, befides that of the Enemies of the 
Church of R~me. But the infalJible Teftimony of 
Pope BenediB the Fourteenth, who recites it in his 
famous Bull, E" quo jinzulari, &c. renders the Truth 
of it beyond all Difpute. The lnquifition anf wcr-
ed, " That the former Decree of Pope J11no,ent 
'' was by no means annulled by this of Pope Alex ... 
" andw; that both were to be obfervea, each 
" according to its Circumflances, and accord-
~, ing to the Tendency of thofc ~cftions and 

C i " Doubts 
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u Doubts which had occafioned it.•" The two 
' Decrees, which were both to be in fome meafurc 

valid, were as different as Light and Darknefs. 
The one condemns the l'binefa Ceremonies, the 
other permits them. And both were to be obfer­
ved by the Miffionaries in China. There are but 
two Solutions of this Difficulty. Either the holy 
Office meant, that if the Dominicans haC:) made a 
true Reprefentation of the Chineft Cuftoms, then 
the Decree obtained by them iliould be in force, 
and take place of the other ; but if the jefuits had 
trulyreprefented the Nature and Tendency of thefe 
Cuftoms, then the Decree imported by them lhou)d 
be valid. Or if this was not their Meaning, it 
could be no other, than that every one might fol­
low his own Opinion; whoever was perfuaded, 
that the Honours paid to Cor.fucitts, and to their An­
ccftors, were idolatrous and fuperftitious, might ad­
here to the firft Decree; and whoever judged them 
to be innocent and indifferent might follow the· 
fecond. Whether we admit this, or the other Senfe, 
the Anfwer of the holy Office amounts to nothing, 
and leaves every Miffionary in China to acl: accord­
ing to his own Perfuafion and Confcience. This is 
the Practice at Rome: When two powerful Parties 
contend about Matters of Re1igion, the Judgment 
pronounced is commonly interpretable in favour of 

either 
• I chrnfa htre to tranftrilu tht ruer, Words of Pope Bene­

clict the Four tan th; u Refpondit facra lnquifhionis Congrega­
" rio, pr:t!fatum decretum adhuc vigere habir:1 ratione rerum, 
" (!Ua: fucrunt in dubiis expofita:, neque illud fu:fft: circum­
•• fcriptum a dccrcto facrz Inquifitionis, quo<l Anno 1656 
., ex:uwit: imo effe omnino obtervandum juxta qu.efita, cir­
•' cumfiantias & omnia ea, quz iu antcdiclis dubiis continen­
•· tur. Declaravit pariter eudem modo efi"e obf,rvandum 
" pra::dictum facra:: congregationia decretum anni 16;6, juxta 
" -iuzf1· .. 1, ,ucum1laatia1 le reliqua in ipfis expreffa.' 
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either fide. Such are the Decifions of that vifible 
Head of the Church, who pretends to Infallibility 
and extraordinary Illumination! This Anfwer, 
which left both fides in poffdiion of their own 
Opinion, was given in the Year 1 669, and Clement 
the Ninth, who was then Pope, made no Scruple 
to honour it with his Apoftolical Sanction. 

In the fame Year commenced the golden Age of 
the Church in China. It had been long and fevere­
]y pcrfecuted. At the Death of the Empt:ror Xung­
Cbi, the firfi: of the 1arta,· Family now on the 
Throne, his Succeffor Cang-hi, or Cam-hi, was not 
of the Age for Government. During his lV1inority, 
his Regents conf pired with the N obi es to extirpate 
the Chriftian Doctrine, which h:id then fpread very 
far. The Execution of this Defign was begun in 
a Manner, that ftruck Terror into every Chrifiian 
Teacher and Hearer in China. John Adam Seba!/, 
the celebrated German Jefuit, who was then frvt:nty 
four Years of Age, at the Head of the Chinefa 
Miffion, and in a confiderable Pofi: at Court, was 
in the Year 166+ thrown into a Dungeon, and nar­
rowly c:fcaped a moil: cruel Death. The next Year 
it was unanimoufiy rdolved by all the Minifttrs of 
State, that the Chr~1ian Law was falfe, and dange­
rous to the Empire, and therefore it was forbidden 
under Pain of Dc:~th. Upon this the Chriftians. 
and their P .iftors, endured a Variety of Sufferings. 
In 1669 the young Emperor took the Reins of 
Government himfdt~ and immediately the horrid 
Storm againfi: the Chrifiians ceafed. This Prince 
had uncommon Talents: He was particularly the 
Patron of Arts and Sciences, and hence the Church 
dt:rived its Profperi:y during his long and glorious 
Reign. Moil: of the J~(uits in China were well 
vcrfed in thofe Parts of Learning and Mcchanicks, 

which 
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which Ca•-hi cftttmcd. He therefore invited them to 
Court, availed himfdf of their Advice in Counci,lgawe 
ahem confiderable Employments with large Sala~ 
rics, and even intrufted them with a Share in the 
Government. This Favour of his to the JtfaitJ 
procured for the Gburcb aH the Protection it ftood 
in need of, and promoted its Increafe. le flourifhed 
c:onfidcrably more, when feveral French Je(uits ar­
riYcd, who by their engaging Addrefs, by being 
convcrfant in the Chimfa Language, as well as that 
of the 'Tartars, by their Skill in Mathematical 
Learning, in Politics, in Mtchanics, in Medicine-, 
and in other Branches of Knowledge, entirely won 
the Emperor's Heart. They foon difcover'd the 
Monarch's Inclinations and Views, and by employ­
ing all their Genius and Sagacity in plca1ing and 
~ntertaining him, at Jaft became ncceff'ary to him. 
They were his lnftrultors, whom he daily attended 
10, his Friends, his Phyficians, and his Counfellon1 
they ferv'd him as Painters, Turners, W atchmakert, 
Founders, Accomptants, Aftronomers, and Mafters 
of the Ordinance. In lhort they directed every Thing 
at the Court of Pekin. The Chriftian Faith and 
its Profeffors lhared in this extraordinary Profperity 
of the Jtfuits. The Emperor, to gratify his Fa,. 
vourit,s, publi1hcd in the Year 169 2 that celebra­
ted Edict, by which the Chriftian Religion was de• 
dared to be gQocl and falutary, and all his Subjects 
were permitted to embrace it. At their R,queR: 
he fent an Embalfy to the Pope, built them a 
magnificent Church within the Walls of his Palace. 
and commanded all his Vice-gercnts, and Minifters, 
to aB: with Tcndcrnefs towards the Chriftians. 
There was but one lnftance, in which he difap• 
pointed them: They .ftancred thcmfd vcs with the 
Hopet of perfuading him at laft to be a Chriftian , 

and 
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and he greatly encouraged thefe Hopes by attend• 
ing clofely to their I nftrull:ion, by praifing their 
Doa:rine, and by his fignal Favours to them, th~ir 
Fellow-Labourers and their Followers. Bu~ he dird 
without the Pale of the Church in the-Year 1722 .. 

As far as could be conjtctured from his Life and 
Actions, he was of that Perfuafion, which among 
the 'l'artars is called the Faith of the great Gengbi~ 
kam. This Religion c.onfifis of fomc few Tenrts. 
which excepting the Command of the S"bbit~ 
bear great Affinity to the ten Commandments of 
Mofts. 

But the Chrifl:ian Church in China, in the m:dft 
of this vifiblc: Profperity, during the Rrign of Cam­
bi, continued intt:rnally divided and torn. The 
1efuits purfued their own Manner of converting. 
and the other Miffionaries were offended at ir, and 
preached a very different Gof pcl. Hence arofc: two 
Congregations, which hated and defpifed each other. 
The 7efuitical Cbrifiians honour'd their Anccftors 
and Confucius: The rcfl: abhorred this Praccicc as a 
Species of Idolatry. The latter treated tht: former 
as pretended or half Chriftians, and thefe again 
treated them as info lent Contemners of the Laws of 
the Empire. The Diforder w~ incurable, becaufc 
the laft Anf wer of the holy lnquificion had left 
both Parties at Libeny to act as they thought tit. 
The Dominicans, and their Aifociatcs, had not In­
tcrcR: to procure a fre{h Decree, and the 'J'efaiJs 
were too prudent to defire one. '.1. uC former there­
fore endured with regret an Evil they could not 
rcdrefs, and waited for a favourable Opportunity to 
revive the Contd\ they could not continue. In the 
Yrar 1684, Fortune favour'd them with fuch an 
Opportunity. A Society of Clergy had been in-

. ftituted at Paris in 1663, for the Propagation of 
Chritli-



.J]U:Dihtia lrJIJJNS, i ·WJ ,. 
Chriftianity among the Infidel Nations •. The 
Members of this Society provide for the Education 
and Inftruttion of Youth, in a Houfe appropriated 
to the Purpofe, in order for their Miffion as A poftles 
of Chrift to thofe that have not yet heard of the 
Gof pcl. The Members themfelves accept this Office. 
jf call'd to it by the Head of the Church, or by 
thofe, who, under him, have the Care of the Con­
verfion of the Heathens. Thefe Miffionaries are 
celebrated at Rome, as zealous, faithful and indefa­
tigable Men, and frequently the Bifhops or Legates 
ot the Pope into the Infidel Countries, are chofen 
from their Body. Some of them arrived in the 
Year 1684 in China. The moft diflinguifh 'd amono­
thefe, was Charles Maigrot, a Doctor of the So;:_ 
bonne, whom the Pope had dignified with the Title 
of Apoftolical Vicar, and whom the Jefuits them­
ftlves confefs to have been a Man of great Piety 
and Integrity. He became afterwards Bifhop of 
Conon. The new Miffionaries were barely arrived 1 

in China, when the Dominicans and their Affoci:ites, 
who had hitherto been forced to Silence and Sub­
miffion, laid before them their Complaints again ft the 
1efuits and their Converts. They were heard with 
Attention and Favour. But it was proper to attack 
the Jefuits with Caution. Maigrot and his Brethren 
took fevcral Years to confider the Matter in Dif­
pute ; at length, after a full Examination, they 
JOined the Party againft the Jefuits, and begun with 
declaring, that the Chine fa Words 7im, and Cha. 'ng­
':ti., were improper to denote the true God, 
whom Chrijlians adore, fince they fignify no more 
than the vifible Heaven ; and in the next Place, 
that no Chri.ftian . could, with a fafe Confcience, 

comply 
• Gallia Chriftiana, Tom. VII. p. 1039. Congregatio Sa· 

. ccrdotum c.xternarum mifiionum. 
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comply with the Chinefe Cuftom of honouring Con­
fucius and their Anceftors. 

This Declaration was the Rupture which occafion'd 
that long and bitter Animofity between the jefuits and 
their FelJow-Labourers in China, tranfmitted thro• 
many Changes to the preient Time. Maigrot ufed eve­
ry Argument and Remontl:rance to bring the Jefaits 
over to his Opinion. But it was a vain Expectation, 
that a Body of Men would ba flexible, who poffds 
the Heart of the greateft Monarch on Earth, enjoy 
Affluence, Dignity and Refpe&, and are befides, in 
their own Opinion, fo much more wife and me­
ritorious than other Men. They perfifted in 
their Conduct:, and threw out Menaces of the Em­
peror's and the Pope's Difpleafure. .Maigrol was 
fo little dilhearten'd at this, that it rather animated 
him. He commenced the War, and ventured to 
become the Aggrefi"or in the Year 1693. A Ma­
nifefto of his was publifh'd, in which, by Virtue 
of his Apoftolical Office, he interdicl:cd, to all 
Chriftians and their Teachers, the Ufe of the Names 
'I'ien or Chang-'l'i, and the Worlhip of Confucius,. 
and their Anceftors, under Pain of Excommunica­
tion. This might be truly ftiled a Piece of Spiri­
tual Heroifm; that a Stranger, who wanted both 
Money and Friends, and was neither a Bilhop nor 
Plenipotentiary from the Pope, lhould dare to bid 
Defiance to Men, who enjoy'd all the Intimacy of 
Friendlhip with the Sovereign of the Country, and 
that he lhould venture this, without applying to his 
Principal at Rome, and by his own Authority fu­
pcrfede a Decree of the holy lnquifition, and that 
confirmed by a Pope! Religious Zeal makes no 
Difficulty of furmounting ordinary Rules ; this 
fecms to be his only Excufe. He was fenfible him­
fdf, that his Conduct: would require much Apology. 

D In 



J-11 t~e fame Year therefott, in which he pubiiJh'd 
}:lis lnjuntlion, he_ fent it to Romt w~h a Letter to 
tl\e Pope, and an humble Petition, that Joogmcnt 
atnight be pafs'd at Rome, whether he had done well 
or ilt l11 his Letter to the Pope he complained 
ftf'Ongly of t~ jtfuits, and affured his Holinen 
that it wou~d -draw Tears from his Eyes to fee the 
Mikhief and Abominations introduced into the 
Ontrch in China by thefe Eccleiiafiicks. Thefe Pa­
J'CR and Complaints were feconded very powerful­
ly, in the Year 16g6, by the perfonal Appearance 
and Application of Cbannot, a Fellow-Labourer 
of his. He earneftly folicitechhe Pope, and the Court 
oflnqttiftti~n, for a due Examination and judicial De­
cifion of the Affair, and was vigoroufly affifted 
in his Solicitation by the Enemies of the jefuits, 
tha_t is, 'by a very confidertble Number-of Perfons 
of 'llank and A'bilities in a'll Parts and Countries ·of 
the Romilh Communion. The Matter was delayed 
far fomc Years at Rt11ne, doubtlefs becaufe the Je­
f1'its ·employ~ all their Friends and lntereft to ~e • 
¥ent an h1qmry. At Jaft Pope lnnount the Twelfth, 
who then filled the Chair, was .prevailed with, and 
appointed ·in the Year 1 699 a Committee of ·the 
rtroft ltarned and principal Members of the hol_y 
Office-, maturely to examine and adjuft this Difputc:;. 
~ut he died io 1700, before the Committee 'had 
Time to make any Progrefs in _it. 

His ·succcffor, Clement the E)eventh, itnmediate-
1y nPon his Promotion to the Papal See, order­
ed them to proceed. I-le -was more favourably 
inclined to ·the Society of the Jefoits 'than his Pre­
deceffor. And ·had he followed his Inclination, he 
•ould have faved them their Anxiety about 
the Event, l:.y dilrolving the Committee. Bat 
the Pope is not always at Jibcrry to indulge his 

own 



own Humour. The. Aifair was become too impo"-· 
taftt to be laid afide. The Church of R'OIIJt w~ 
alarmed. and all E14ropt waited impatiently to fee 
on which fide the V ia:ory would be ccinfef!"'d. 
Both Parties employed the abJeft Hacds to f~ forth 
their Caufo in public Writings. The Sode~, ~, 
Paris, to which M4igrot, Cbarmot, and the other 
Combatants of that Party belonged, warmly efpou., 
fed the Caufe of the.ir Members, and printed a 
f1:rong Add refs to the Pope, in which thoy repr~­
fentcd the 1tf1'its in China as Deceivert and Cor .. 
rupters of the Faith: Thefr, op the other hand, 
delivered a Paper, which commanded .Attenticm 
and Ref peel, and fee med alone more paw~{f ul, 
than all the Writing and Complaints of their .r'\d .. 
verfari~s. The great Emperor Ca1M-hi fcnt a Tef­
timony under his own Hand, that tht Cufioms re~ 
jetted by Maigrot wer-e mere political Ceremonies, 
upon which the Peace and Welfare of the Empire 
jn fome mcafure depC)nded. And a thoufand Chiuefa, 
Believers as well as Unbelievers, Learned a~d Un­
learned, Rich and Poor confirmed upon Oath rheif 
Monarch's Tefl:imony. Never was an Accufatiol') 
oppofcd by more f pecious and refpecl:able Evidcnee.­
There was now no Room to hindtr the Affair from 
taking its Courfe. After fix Ye~r~ had b~en f pent 
in confulting and deliberating, Judgment w~s a, 
length pronounced. On the 20th of No7:euzbir in the 
Year 1704, the holy Officedtcrecd, "Th;it the twq 
'' Cbi11efa Words 'Iien and Cbang-ri lhould nq 
11 longer be applied to God, but chat infieac! Qf 

" them the Word 'lien-Chu, which fi3nifies Lor4 
" of Heaven, fuould b6 introduced , that tht; 
" Tables upon which was written in Chinefe Let':' 
" tera King-'ne11, or the Honour of Heaven, fhould 
" be removed from the Chriftian Churches ; that 

D 2 " Chrifii.ins 



cc Chrillians fhould by no means affift at thofe 
" Sacrifices, which are offered in Spring and 
cc Autumn, at the Time of the Equinox, to Con­
" fucius and their Ancellors; that they lhould like­
n wife abfent themfelves from thofe Houfes and 
" Temples, which are built in Honour of Conj u­
" cius, in order to pay to that Philofopher the 
" Worfhip due to him from the Literati of the 
" Empire ; that they fhould thenceforward upon 
" no Account pay that \Vorfhip, which is paid 
" by the Cbintfa to their Ancefiors, where or in 
" what Manner foever it be offered ; and in the 
" laft Place, th:tt thofe Tablets of their Forefa­
" thers, upon which was written in Chinefe Let­
" ters, '/'he Seal of the Soul o,· Spirit of N. fhould 
" be removed from the Houfes of all Chri­
" ftians. '' 

Thefe fevere lnjunS:ions were foftened by fome 
little Indulgences. The new Converts were per­
mitted to appear along with their Relations in the 
Halls of their Forefathers, and to be Spectators of 
the Ceremonies there performed, but without par­
taking in them in the Jeaft. The Inquifition judg­
ed, this might be done to avoid Hatred and 
Bitterncfs, ef pecially after a previous Declaration, 
that they were Chriftians, and difapproved of the 
Cuftom they were to attend. They were farther 
indulged in hanging up the Tables of their An­
ceftors in their Houfes, without any other lnfcrip­
tion but the Name of the deceafed, and a Declara­
tion affixed, containing the Chriftian Faith con­
cerning departed Souls. And they were aJlowed to 
retain fuch of the ancient funeral Rites, as were 
free from Superflition and all A ppearancc of ir, 
provided they were firft inftrutted by the Bifhops 
and other principal Divines, which of thofe Cere-

monies 



onies might be efteemed innocent. Thcfe trivial 
I ndu)gences were infufficient to foften the Rcfc~nt­
ment of the Jefuits at the unexpected Decree. 

Clement the E)tventh had two Y ean before this, 
in 1702, appointed a Legate with a)moft unlimited 
Powers, to vifit the new Congregations of Papiftical 
Chrifiians in Afia, particular! y the Indian and Chi-
11efa, and by whollom Laws and Regulations to 
accommodate the Differences arifen among them•. 
The: Perfon fix'd upon, was Charles Cfhomas de 
'Iournon, of an ancient and noble Family in Lor­
rain, a Divine, who by his Piety and Probity had 
acquired the general Ell:eem and Affc:cl:ion of the 
Court of Rome. The Pope himfdf, to convey 
the higher Authority ~o his Office, confecrated him 
Patriarch of Antiocht. It is common at Rome to create 
Patriarchs, ArchbiJhops and Bifhops, as merely 
titular, as theatrical Emperors and Kings, I mean, 
that they only reprefent certain Patriarchs, Arch-

, bilhops and Bifhops. Y-oz,rnon was one of thefe 
i nominal Patriarchs, and had not the Jeaft J urifdic­
tion in the City, or Territory, from which his 

I Title was borrowed. He embark'd on the fifth 
of Augufl 1703, and landed at Pondicherry on the 
Coafts of Coromandel on the fixth of November in 
the fame Year. Here he fiaid till the eleventh of 

'J11ly in the next Year, and arrived in China in 
1705. The Jefaits received him with all the Marks 
of Honour which a Legate of the Pope could expea: 

• from the Subjects of his Mafler. They even ex­
ceeded their Duty : They procured him Accefs to 

the 

• See his Commifiion aad further Accounts of him in P. 
Norl11rt's M,moirts Hijlorigu11 far /11 Mij/io11s d11 lodes Ori­

.,fDtales, 'lom. I. p. I I 1. + D• Hald, is much milLken in calJiag him Patriarch of 
/11tJia ; but this is not his only Milbk.e. 



the Great at Court, and an Audience ef ahe E m 
pm,r, permitted the moft: hmourable of their Con­
verts to attend him in his public Entries, and pre. 
vailed with the Emperor 10 diftinguifh him by va­
rious Favours from all other AmbaRadon. But 
this Refpefl Jafted only whiHl: they had Hope1, that 
he would at leaf\ have found out a Medium be. 
twixt them and their Adverfaries. The Moment 
he declared againO: the111, a terrible Storm arofl! 
againft him. f'1Jurnon was of that Parry in, the 
Church of Rome, who are called the Rigids, an~ 
therefore naturally an Enemy to the Jefuits and 
their Dodrine, which is more Jax and moderate. 
It might be eafily forefeen, that one of this Cha­
ratter would not favour them, and their Manner of 
converting: He fignified as much foon after his 
Arrival, but for fome time kept his Zeal within 
certain Bounds. Whilft he was prudent, they con­
tinued obliging and refpecl:ful. But his Prudence 
failed him as foon as he had an Account from 
E"'qp, of the Judgment of the Inquifition againfi 
the 7,J11ils. In the Year 1707, he publifhcd a ftria 
Ordinance in the. Name of the Pope, agreeably ,o 
the Decree of the holy Office, and under Pain of 
Excommunication prohibited all that was prohi­
bited in that Decree. This fo embiuer'd the JtfM• 
its, that they determined he fhould feel the whole 
Weight of their Refentment. They and their Par­
tizans firft appealed from him to the Pope, and 
thereby evaded the Ctnf ure of Difobcdience. Next 
they reprefented his Procedure to the Emperor, as 
a Violation of his Prerogative. Indeed it is hard 
to acquit him of a Crime like this. Gam-bi, as 
was related before, had fent a Writing under hjs 
own Hand to Rome to difculpate the 1tfuits, and 
attcft, that the Cbinefa meant by the Word '.lien, 

not 
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not 'Ht"avt11, bot that infinite Spirit, who dwells ill 
Heaven, and governs drc Uniftrfc; and that the 
Ceremonies permitted by the Jtfuits were not re­
ligious, IDut political, and ancient Cuftoms of the 
Etnpire. And here a Stranger, a Legate of aa 
European Bifhop, boldly and pubtickly opp>its the 
Emperor, and in his own Dominions, with01tt hi• 
Knowledge, makes a Law to prohibit the Subjccb 
from Prattices enjoined by the Laws of the Empire. 
No Sovereign Prince would fuffer a Conduct like 
this to pafs with Impunity. It i's doabrle&, tha 
'Iournon, pious as his Meaning was, far rranfgrefs'tl 
the Hounds of Prudence and Ref pea. He was, ia 
rruth, not qua;lified to difchargc reputably and ufe­
ful1y the great and important Commiffion he was 
intrufted with. His good Difpofition was under 
the Influence of a narrow Spirit and weak Under­
ftanding, of which his Writings, Letters, and Jn .. 
junctions, printed by Norbert and others, furnifh 
abundant Proof: They contain dry and in6pitl 
1\-oaghts, fo fwell'd, indeed, by pompous Expref­
fion, that the carclefs and injudicious R'Cader caa 
hardly diltinguith rhcir Flatnefs and Impc,tence. 
Cam-bi was exceedingly provoked, when the jefllils 
informed him, that the European, to whom he had 
been fo gracious, had prefumcd to withO:and him 
and his Edict, and to know more of the Religion 
of his Country than himfclf. He therefore, imme­
diarcly, publi-thcd a ftritt Mandate, by which all 
Romi/h 'Ecclefiafticks in China were forbid, under 
fevere PenJlties, to teach any thing contrary to the 
Laws of the Empire, and to the ancient Tradi­
ons of the Chinefe. Moft of them obeyed. The few, 
who ,paid greater Regard to the Patriarch's lnjun­
flion, were imprifoned, treated with great Seve­
rity, and banilhcd the Empire. 'Iournon himfelf 

was 
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was order'd immediately to quit the Country, or 
to be punifhed as a Traitor. He did not wait for 
the Repetition of this Order, but hafiened to Ma­
cao, there to embark, and avoid the Fury of the 
Emperor, or rather of the Jejuils. But whilft he 
was preparing for his Departure, it was recol­
Jecl:cd at the Court of Pekin, that if he was fuf­
fered to return to Rome, he would certain I y make 
heavy Complaints of his Perfecutors. A frefh Or­
der was iffucd to fecure his Perfon and detain him 
a Prifoner at Macao, tiH the Return of two Jefuils, 
whom the Emperor dif patched to Rome. The unfor­
tunate 'Iournon was forced to change his Character of 
an Apoftolical Legate and Lawgiver, for that of a 
State-l'rifoner, and to pafs four Years in great Trouble 
and Anxiety, under a ftrong Guard, in the Houfe 
of the Bilhop of Macao. His Enemies the Jtfoits 
were his Keepers, and they doubtlefs were not neg­
ligent of their Charge. It is poffible, that their 
Adverfaries have confi<lcrably aggravated his Dif­
treffcs and Indignities in Prifon. They did not 
probably fo far forget the Prudence effential to their 
Order, as to treat a Legate of the Pope, like a 
common Malefaetor. And they could never have 
been pardoned at Rome, had they been entirely un­
mindful of their Duty to the Pope and him. But 
thus much is certain, that whatever little Rcfpetl: 
they may have fhewn him, was mix'd with various 
lnfiances of Bitternefs, Contempt and Mortifica­
tion•. Clement the Eleventh was amazed when he 

heard 

• Clement the eleventh, in the Bull of Excommunicatio11 bt 
puhlijhed again.fl the Bijhop of Macao, rwbo q,uas among the mojl 
liu,,. efTournc,n's E,umia, drfiribt1 bis Su.ffm11gs in tbt fal/o.w­
;,,g w~rds; Innotuit nobis quod Ca,·olMs Cf bomas 'lo1'rnanius­
ta.mc:fi t.:r:, t.::nro,i, in c;i\·it:itc Ma,a,nenfi, non quidem ~ 

paganis 
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heard of the F.ate of his Legate, and thought the 
beft Method of alleviating his Mifery was to raife 
him to the higheft Dignity next to his own. He 
honour'd the Prifoncr with a Cardinal's Hat, in hopes 
that his mcrcilefs Keepers would treat a Cardinal with 
more Civility and Refpect than a Patriarch. But 
the new Cardinal and the Authority he affe&cd, 
were Subject of Ridicule at Macao. His Troubles 
continued till a fevere Fie of Sicknefs put an End 
to his Life on the eighth Day of June, 171 r. The 
Adverfaries of the Jefuit.r pretended all over Europe, 
that he had been poifoned, and that the Poifon was 
adminifter'd to him at Pekin by Pereyra a Jifuit t. 
But this Rumour has rather the Air of Calumny. 
To what Purpote can they be fuppofed to have im­
prifon'd him at Macao, and prevented his Voyage, 
if they were affured, that he carried Death in his 
Bofom. The Motion of the Ship and other In­
conveniences of fo Jong a Paffage muft have ha­
fiened the E.fftct of the Poifon, and foon put an 
End to his miferable Life. It is Reproach fuffi. 
cient to the Jefuits, that they cannot clear them­
felves of the Imputation of extreme Injuftice and 
Violence cxercifed upon a Legate of the Pope, a 
Cardinal, and a Man of Piety. The Body of the 
dcceafed Cardinal was, after fome Years, conveyed 
to Europe, and his funeral Obfequies were perform­
ed at Rome, amidft the Tears and Lamentation of 
the Pope and all his Court. Clement the Eleventh, 
in a celebrated panegyrical Oration, which he fpokc 

paganis, fed ab officialibus & miniftris Chriftianis-multorum 
militum diurna noclurnaque cuftodia, ut captivus detincrctur, 
aliifquc acerbiffimis & plane incredibilibus injuriis & contumeliis, 
ipfis cxhorrcfcentibus Ethnicis, affliclus rcpcrirctur- nihilomi­
nus, &c. Su Norbert', Memoires, Tom. I. p. 304. 

t Anecdotes de la Chint. Tom. I p. 88. 
E . 
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in MtmGry of him. in a full Congregation of Ca.✓• 
dinalst eJltOls him as a Saint and a Martyr•. And 
if the ]efuits had lefs Power at the Court of Romt, 
than they have, he would probably before now 
have been admitted into the Kalcndar of that Church. 
Their Enemies are waiting for a convenient Op• 
portunity to folicit the Canonization of this great 
Sacrifice to their Rcfcntment and to his own In­
difcrction. 

The O\'crthrow of Cardinal 'Iottrnon was of no 
ufe tewards the Recovery of the J efuitical Caufc ; 
it rather inflamed Matters more. The Pope, be· 
fore he received Advice of the I mprifonment of 
~,,.,.,,,t had approved, and in every refpect con­
firmed his Injunaion. It was therefore necefTary to 
carry on the fame Meafurc. The holy Office a1fem­
bled on the twenty-fifth of Stptember in the Year 
1 71 o, in prcfence of the Pope, and came to a new 
Refolution, or rather confirmed and improved that 
formerly made. They rejeclcd the Appeal to the 
Pope, with which the ]tfttils in China had warded 
off the Cardinal's lnjuncl:ion; and decreed, that, 
without farther Exception or Objed:ion, the J udg­
ment paff'ed in the Year 1704-t and the Injunaion 
of Cardinal 'Iournon 1hould remain in full Force. 
They prohibited befides, under the moft feverc 
Ecclefiaftical Penalties, the Publication of any 
Books or Pamphlets concerning the Cbineft Ccrc­
monie9, and dn:lared previoufly, that all fuch as 
fhould appear from the Prefs, 1hould be rank'd 
among the Lift of prohibited Books t. This feems 

to 
• It "'"J h, /01111d amo11g th, otbtr Sp11,h11 of thi, P,p, i• 

P. Norh1rt's Memoires fur les Mitr10n1 Oricntales, Tom. II. 
P· 6. 

t 'TL, 'litlt if this Duree,,,,,, tb•1: Dcclantio fuper om­
nin1o&a at invi!Jlabili rdponforum alias in caudi rituum feu 

cerc-



to be ~ clear and f1:rong Decree ; but it was not 
fl:rong enough to. humble the mighty Jefuits. Ex­
tenfive as the Papal Power is, it cannot reach them 
at the Court of Pelcin, in the Emperor of China's 
Palace•. The Decree was immediately fent to 
the Bifhop of Pelcin, who refides at the City Lin-
. zingteou, and he was ordered forthwith to caufc it to 
be delivered to the Jefuits. It arrived towards 
the End of the •Year 1713, and in Ja11uary 1714, 
the Bifhop difpatched his Vicar-general Char/is 
_ Caftorani, a Franciftan Monk, - to deliver it in­
to the Hands of the Court-J ef uits. Ca.ftorani 
.executed his Commilf10n with great Humili­
ty, and was received with extraordinary Info­
Jencc. They told him without Ceremony, that if 
he lhould prefume to read this _Decree, or any way 
to divulge it, they would complain of him to 
the Emperor. He underll:ood their Meaning, 
and having no Ambition of Martyrdom retired 
privately, well fatisfied with experiencing no 
other Effect of their Refentment, but Contempt t. 

The Jefuits invented various Apologies for this 
frelh Inltancc of Difobcdience. But it was at length de­
termined at Rome, to difregard their Pretences and 
humble their Pride. Cumenl the Eleventh was fo pre­
voked upon the firft News of this ebftinate RebelJion 
of his beloved Soos, as he calls them, that he jmmcdi-

ceremoniarum Sinenfium a facra congregatione datorum, & a 
fanaiflimo approbatorum cam aliis orclinarionib111. 'lh, ,,.,Jt•t 
P,p, hes i11ftrt1d it t•tirt i• bis lafl Ball, Ex quo fingu­
ari, &c. 

• 'lht pr1ft111 Pop, i• his llu/1 }•fl ,,,,11tio111d co"1'4i•s tb,u: 
Nee decretum hujafmodi ad difficilcs aaimos fubj1ciendos va­
luir. 

t Caroli CaRorani Nolz & Obrervationes in Bullam Bene­
diai Xl V {upra ceremoaias & ritus Sinic<>!, p. 3 s. N,11 Ji111 ,_; 
i1tjuria, fays he, 11/ Jr11dill•• Do•i•""' Elifc'lu, r1,Jirui. 
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atcly proceeded to the celebrated BuH E11 ilia dit. It 
was drawn up with Expedition, and iffucd out on the 
nineteenth of March in the next Year 1715 •. This 
famous Bull anfwers in Afia to the fame Pope's 
Bull Unigenilus in Europe. The former controvert­
ed, the latter defended by the Jefuits; the former 
proved the Source of great Confufion among the 
Papijls in Afia, the latter in Europe. Both have 
been the Occafion of an Expence, Troub)e and 
Detriment to the Papal Sec, of which it is not eafy 
to foretell the End. Never was Pope fo unfor­
tunate in his Bulls as Clement the Eleventh. The 
Conftitution Ex ii/a die is in fome meafurc a Con­
traft to that called Unigenitus. It redreffes as it 
were by its Zeal againft the lax and indulgent 
Maxims of the 'JefaitJ, all the Grievance occafion­
ed by the Conftitution Unigenitus, which favoured 
them and their Doctrine. Hence the 'Jefuits are as 
much offended at the former, as the Janfanifls at 
the latter. The Pope begins with reciting all that 
had bttn done in the Chinefa Controverfy. Next he 
fets forth, with Exprefiions of Grief, the many art­
ful Inventions, wherewith the jefuits, whom he 
does not mention, had prefumed to invalidate the 
)aft Decree of the Holy See, clear and limited as 
it was. 'fo obviate at once and for ever this un­
accountable lnfolence, he commands in the firongcft: 
Terms a Pope is capable of, all the Clergy in Chi­
na, and the Monks in particular, under Pain of 

that 

• It is intit/111 tl-111: Clementis Papz XI. Przceptum (uper 
omnimoda, abfoluia, integra & inviolal>ili obfervatione eorum. 
quz alias a Sanflitate fua in caufa rituum feu ceremoniarum 
Sinenfium decreta fuerunt: cum rtjcllione quarumcunque ra­
tion um, feu cxcufationum ad ejufmodi decretorum executio-
1u·m cicdRr;;r:dam a)bt:1rum, ac pr.cfcriptione formula: jura­
men:i prr Mi!lionari:.is i'.!arum partium pr.clc:ntcs & futuros hac 
in re p, a:lbndi. 



that Excommunication, which none · but the Pope 
himfeJf can remit, except in the Hour of Death, 
ftritlly to obferve as facred, the Decrees hitheno 
paffed by the Inquifition, and the Ordinance of the 
Cardinal 'rournon, and under no Pretence whatever 
to tranfgrefs them. With the fame Rigour and 

• Caution he enjoins all Ecclefiaftics, who fhould be 
fent to Chin.a, and other .Afiatic Countries, to take 
an Oath to obey his Commands without any Rc-
-fervc, and that no Perfon whatever fhou)d be ad­
mitted to the )oweft Office, without having previ­
ou0y taken this Oath. To fecure the Obft:rvation of 
it more firongly, the Oath was not only to be taken 
'Viva voce, but to be fubfcribcd by every Ecclefi­
aftic, and the: O.1ths thus fubfcribed were al I to be 
tranfmitted to the holy Office at Rome. In the ]aft 
Place the Pope commands, with the higheft degree 
of Caution and Severity, that no ancient Indulgen­
ces, no general or particular Rights and Privileges, 
no Tradition, no Evafions, whether already inven­
ted, or thereafter to be invented, fhould avail in 
the leaft againft thefe Conftitutions, and that they 
1hould remain in Force as an eternal and irrevocable 
Law. It was concluded with an exprefs Order, 
that this Bull 1hould be fent and notified to all the 
Clergy, and efpecially to the Jefuits. It is needlcfs 
to recite the Oath at large. The Juror was to 
oblige himfdf exacUy, abfolutely, inviolably and 
without any Evafion to obey the Bull•, and ac­
knowledge himfeJf worthy, in Cafe of Difobedi­
ence, of the Punilhment there threatned. There 
is not one among all the Decrees of the Bithops of 
Rome fo accurately and cautiou0y worded, or fo 
minutely guarded againft every poffible Exception 

• and 
• Exatle, abfohue, i~violabiliter & absque ulla tergiver­

fationt. 



and Evafion. The Lawyers, who prepared it, tlr• 
haufied their whole Stock of fuch Words, ae might 
be effectual to difarm thofc Men that ftudy to tranf­
grels under the Colour of Law. 

An Englijh Ship carried over this terrible Bull to 
China, and it was dif perfed amongft the Romijb 
Clergy of the Empire, before the Jefuits knew of 
its Arrival. Had thcfe been earlier apprized of it, 
the Emperor would probably have fent a Counter­
mand to meet and annul it. It was neceffa­
ry however, in Obedience to the Pope's Order, 
to prefcnt it to them, and notify it in their 
Churches at Pekin. This was the Ruin of the 
Bull. Honeft Cajlorani, by his Bilhop's Command, 

· undertook this dangerous Office, and unfortunately 
for himfelf executed it with Succefs. He arrived 
at Pe/do on the fifth of Nuvember in 1 716, and on 
-the fame Day without any previous Notice to the 
. JtfMts, read the Decree he was charged with, • in 
. three of their Churches. But he was ill rewarded 
for his Pains. On the third Day after his Arrival, 
an Officer of State, by the Emperor's Order, cau­
fed him to be fettered with a Chain of extraordinary 
Weight and Strength at. his N eek, Hands and 

· Fret, and thus loaded to be thrown into a Dungeon, 
as a Traitor who had dared to introduce foreign 
Laws into the Empire. His Troubles lafted fcven­
tecn Months. Sometimes he was indulged with a 
certain Degree of Liberty, and again fhut up in 
clofe Confinement, fometimes fent to Canion, and 
then recalJed to Pekin. At Jaft he obtained his 
Liberty, upon Condition, that he fhould carry 
the Bull back to his Bilhop, and not dare to di­
vulge it a1iy farther•. This 1ccured on]y the Ca-

pital 
• CJftorini Dota: in Bi:!bn Bencdiai XIV. Sett ii. p. 

~ ~, &c. 
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pital againft the thundring Bull; to defeat the Ter­
ror of it in the reft of the Empire, his Imperial 
Majefty by a fevere Edict notified to all PapHb, that 
he would immediately banifh them from his Do­
minions, and caufe their Cbintfe Converts to be put 
to Death without Diftinction, if they paid more 
Regard to the Pope than to him, and attempted tQ 
execute Romijh Laws. And thefe Menaces were not 
merely verbal. It appeared in fome Places, that 
the Government was in earneft, and would not fuf­
fer itfdf to be infulted with Impunity, 

The Jefuits, who were the original Founders of thi~ 
and much more Mifchief, bmented it no Iefs than 
thofe who felt the Weight of it. They complained 
heavily in their Writings and Converfation, that 
the Court of Rome was under the Influence of Per­
funs neither difcreet nor experienced, that Bulls 
were tranfmitted to China, which tended to defolatc 
the Lord•s Vineyard. " When will his Holinefs, 
" faid they, and our Enemies who miflead him, 
" awake and learn Difcretion? Not, it is to be fear­
" ed, till they find it too.late. We wafh our Hands; 
H we have delivered our Souls from the Burden. 
" Let the Blood of the poor Chriftians in China, 
" whom this Bull perhaps wiJI bring to a fatal 
" End, fall upon the Councils that didated it. 
" We have done our utmoft to foften the Empc­
" ror's Refentment. We have implored and in~~t­
u ed him. But he is inexorable in Matt.ers, (that affect 
•• the ancient fundamental Laws of the Empire.'' 

Thefe Complaints however did not exempt the 
jtfuits from the Duty of obeying the Bull, and 
every Precept it contained. The Subjects of the 
Pope, and the Jefaits as much as any, arc obliged 
to fubmit to his Ordinances, tho• alJ the Kings and 
Infidels upon Earth lhou1d oppofe them. The 

Supremacy 



Supremacy he aff'umes, as Vice-gerent of Chrift.,. 
would be merely titular indeed, if the Laws and 
Menaces of Heathen Kings had Power to annul 
and invalidate his Apoftolical Precepts. The Je­
faits therefore not knowing how to palliate their 
Difobedience in the Eyes of the Emperor, refolved 
to feek for fome fubterfuge in the Bull itfelf. But 
this feem'd impoflible to find in a Decree penned 
with fo much Caution and Subtlety, as this Ex ilia 
die. However Jefuitical Sagacity furmounts all 
Difficulties. The Evafion, which the Bull itfelf 
will not afford, is difcovered in the Title. It was 
infcribed, Prteceptum de omnimodd, &c. This finglc 
Word furnifhed the Jefuits with all they wanted. 
" A Precept, faid they, is no Law. The Pope 
" himfelf calls his Bull no more than a Prectpt. 
" Undoubtedly a Precept from him claims the moft 
'' profound Refpect; but it is not an indifputable 
" 4rticle of Faith which muO: be implicitly ac­
H quiefced in. We are therefore not bound tena-. 
" ciounr. to adhere to. this Bull.'' This Artifice of 
theirs will appear like a Piece of Slander. But it 
is attefted by a Hand of great Authority in the 
prefent Cafe, of the higheft Authority to the Jt• 
faits themfelves. The prefent Pope Beneditl the 
Fourteenth is my Author, and to obviate all Doubts 
on this Head, I have quoted his own Words in the 
Note•. 

The Confternation occafioned at Rome, by this. 
uncxpetled and difagrecablc News from Chi11a, may 

be 

• His Words ;,, th1 B.11 Ex quo fingulari, &c. art thtfi: 
Nibilominus inobedicntes & captiofi hominea entlam cjufdcm 
Conftitutionis (Clementis XI.) obfcrvantiam fe cfFugerc pofi"e 
putarunt, EX RATIONE, Q_UODJLLA PRJECEP­
T I TIT UL UM P R.iE FER T, quafi vero non indifi"olu­
bilis Lrgis, fed Pra:cepti mere ccclefia!lici vim habcret. 
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be afily imagined. It was now apparent, that all 
Orders and Conftitutions would be vain, and cha 
J,fuils prove _invincible, unlefs the Emperor could 
be gained, and a Protection obtained for the ob,. 
noxious Bull from him. The Pope therefore re-
folvcd to fend a Legation to the Emperor, to intreat 
him, that he would permit the Clergy to obferve his 
Bull. The Legate was Char/ts .d11tbo11y Mt'ZZ4• 
barba, a ~lane.fe, who died Bifhop of Lodi fome 
Years ago. His Holinefs created him Patriarch of 
Alexa11dria to add Luftrc and Dignity to his Com­
miffion. He embarked at Li1bo11 Marth 2 5, 1 7 io. 
landed at Macao September the twenty--fixth of the 
fame Year, and rc•cmbarked for Ellrop,, with the 
Body of his Prcdcceffor Cardinal ~our110", on the 
thirteenth of December, 1721. It is not abovecighc 
or nine Years ago, fincc the World has had a 
circumftantial Account of his Negotiations, Suffer-
ings and Dangers, publifhed by his Dirtaion. 
The Editor was P. Y,ani, his Confdfor and Fellow­
Traveller •. All that was known of his Succefs 
before that Time was, that he had conduaed 
himfclf with more Prudence, and therefore met 
with better Treatment than Tourno-,,., and that he in 
fome Mcafurc ex plained and foftened the Bull of 

• I tlorie dclle COie operate nella China da Mon6gaar Gio­
A mbrofio Mezzabarba, Patriarca d' Alcl"andria. Legato Apo­
ftolico, in quell' Impero et di prefente Vafcovo de Lodi. 
Serina dal Padre Yi••i (110 Confeff'ore e Compagno Della 
predcrta Lcgazione. Opera data add£o la prima volta a1la 
Juce. In Parigi. Appreff"o Moaf11 Brial"on. 1739- 7'-,i th• 
'iitlt datts it from Paris, tbt Bod ,w111 ,withoMI d,,J,1 lri•teJ 
J"i~att!J i• Italy. A larg, Eztr118 of it IIUIJ 61 flt• i• tl,1 
.Bibliotheque raifonnee, Tcm. XXV. P. I. p. 101, and P. JJ. 
p. p6. Stt /iuru.·ift P. Norbert', Memoires fur la Muiou 
o. ,en tale,, Tom. II. p. 2 561 &c. 
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Cltmt11I the Eleventh according to the Humour or • 
the Jefuils. Indeed the Choice of him· was more 
judicious, than that of the Cardinal. Mtzzabarl,a 
was a Man of found Judgment and quick A p­
prehenfion, perfecl:ly kn~w the World, pofft=fs'd 
all the Art and Fineffe of an Jta/;a11, was never 
difconcerted in the moft fudden Circumflances of 
Danger, and always deliberated bdore he fpoke. 
Without departing in the Jeaft from his Dignity, he 
paid all the Refptcl: due to the Perfon of the Em­
peror, and in the micift of his Zeal againfl: the 
'Jefuit1, expreffed Marks of R: verence to him as 
Sovereign of the Country, and to his Subfiitutes. 
The Emperor rercivtd him moft gracioufly, and 
gave him frequent Audience. But nutwithilanding 
the Honours that were lhcwn him, he was in con­
tinual Fear and Danger of his Life. He compJains 
in his Pafioral Letter, of which we lhall foon 
have Occafion to take noticr, that his Refidence 
• in China was attended with Frar and Trembling, 
~aufe he knew not how to fpeak the Wifdom of 
this World•. And indeed he might probably 
have found it difficult to efcape Imprifonment, or 
perhaps even Death, had he not, in his greatefl: 
Extremity, fignified to the 'Jtfuils the Powers he 
had to moderate the obnoxious Bull by fome fa .. 
vourable Explanations. He was nevrr admitted 
to an Audience at Court without fome bitter Mor­
tification. Cam-hi was livc:Iy, ingenious, and much 
difpofed to Raillery. He frequently made his 
Sport of the Pope, the Legate, the Bull and the 
Romijh Faith itfelf. Sometimes he fpoke with 

Warmth 
• ~ia non fapientiam hujus fzculi locuti fuimu1, in timo­

re 6' tremore multo fuimw apud vo1, 



WarD)th of 'rournon, Maigrot, and the other Op­
ponerits of his Friends the Jefuils. Me7,z.abarba 
was obliged to be. cautious and refpectful in his 
Anfwers to the Emperor's Jefts and Menaces. But 
he was entirely difappointed in the principal Sub­
ject of his Legation. The Emperor fubicrib'd the 
Bull, in red Ink, with his Ci, that is his authori­
tative Declaration concerning it. '' The BulJ, fays 
" he, in my Opinion concerns only the common 
" Europeans, and does not at all atft:cl:: the great 
'' and venerable Doctrine of the Chinefa. le con­
" tains many Abfurdities and FaHhoods, and the 
" beft Step we can cake to put a final End to 
" thefe Difputes, is, to prohibit the Europeans 
" from preaching th~ir Law in our Empire.'' The 
Legate had nothing farther to folicit, but Leave to 
return to Europe, and inform his Holinefs of the 
Emperor's Opinion and Refolution. He continu­
ed to be varioufiy mortified for fome time, both. 
by the 1efaitr and at Court, and WlS at laft per­
mitred to depar.t. 

He was detained at Macao fix Months after his 
Return from Pekin. Part of this Time he fpent 
in writing that celebrated paftoral Letter to the Ro­
mifh Clergy in China, to which alone may be attri­
buted all the Praife conferred on him by D" Hald, 
and the reft of the Jefaits. This Pic:ce contains 
the eight Indulgences or Limitations of the Bull 
Ex i/la die, 8cc. under the Protection of which the 
jefuits have for fom~ time pall, without Hindrance 
or Moleftation, violated it. I beg le.ive briefly 
to relate the Hiftory of thefe Indulgences from the 
Words of the prefent Pope Bencditl che Fourt~c:nch, 
who hath repealed them. 
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Whilft Meual,arba was at Rom,, preparing for 
his Voyage, fome Doubts and Q..ucries, concerning 
the Delivery of this. Bull, had been laid before 
two Perf ons, who had rcfidcd long in Chi 110. Thefc 
two were probably Jefaits. The Pope mentions 
neither their Names, nor their Order. He feems 
dif plea.fed at them, yet ftudies to conceal his Dif. • 
plcafure. They delivered in an Anf wer to the 
~ries and Doubts propofed to them. The An. 
fwer was fcnt after the Legate, who was then de­
parted, that he might make ufc of it at his Dif~ 
crction, as the Circumftanccs of Times and Affairs 
fhould require. The Pope expreffcs himfelf with 
the utmoft Referve and Obfcurity. He fcems 
afraid to divulge the Secret of thefe Q!Jeries and 
Anfwers. But it is eafy to difcern his Meaning 
without uncommon Sagacity. The Jt{uils, who 
apprehended great Danger from a frefh Legation 
to China, took care by their Connexions at Rome, 
to procure a Pcrfon who might raife certain caf U• 

iftical Difficulties and ~erics concerning the Bulf, 
.and to have the Decifion thereof left to their Bre­
thren or Friends. It is eaf y to conjecl'urc both the 
Doubts and the Anfwers from Mtzzabarlkl's In• 
dulgenccs. After this, Methods were ufed to per­
fuade the Pope, that it would be advifeable to fend 
both Anfwers and QEeries after the Legate, with 
full Powers to make uie of them in cafe of nectffity, 
and n1itigate the Severity of the Bull. The Pope 
however wa~ cautious enough, neither to confirm, 
nor add "to this Writing. Hence, as B1111dia the 
Fourteenth urges, the A pofiolical Sec retained a 
Right, either to approve or condemn the Contents 
thereof, as lhould feem good and expedient. Ma.­
~abarba was very unwillin~ to produce this fecrec 
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Part of his Comm iO-aon. He infift:ed, as long u 
he could, with Vehemence, upon the Reception and 
ObfcrYation of the Bull without any Refcrvc or 
Limitation. But when he was fo clofely bcfct both 
by the Court and the Jefuits, as to be in Danger 
of his Life, his Fears prevailed, and incited him 
· to confefs, that he had an Order from the Pope 
to mitigate Matters in fome Rcfprfls. They took 
him at his Word, and infifted, when he came to 
Maeao, upon his performing the Promifc made at 
Pekin. Had he dec1ined it, he might have met 
with the Fate of his Predeccffor, and ended his 
Days in a Prifon. Btneditl the Fourteenth plainly 
declares, that he was tortured into a Compliance 
with their Requcfts •. 

His Paftoral Letter to the Romijh Clergy in Chi-
11a, which was dated at Macao November 4, 17 21, 
begins with a loud and heavy Complaint of the 
Sufferings and Anxieties he underwent in China. 
Then folJows a moving Exhonation to the Clergy 
to be ftudious of Peace, and obedient to the Com­
mands of the holy See. " Thcfe Commands, adds 
"' he, are contained in the Pope's Bull, and I 
" neither can, nor will in the leait invalidate from 
" their Force." But as Doubts had arifen con­
cerning feveral Cbi11efe Cuftoms, he defu-cs to take 
notice of fome few Particulars, which may be to­
lerated. Firll, he permits the Cbintfe Chrifi:ians to 
hang up in their Houfes, Tables with the Names of 
their Ancefiors infcribed, and to make ufe thereof, 
provided a Declaration be affixed to them, and they 
be guarded againft Superftition. In the next place, ~e 

permits 
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publicum CIJlittrre permiffioncs otlo~ 



pc ---· sues• u 4£0! a 9 . OM 4 

permits all fuch crremonial Honours to the dccearrd, 
in ufe among the Cbinefe, as are free from Superfiition 
and even from th~ Imputation of it. He permits in the 
third place, the Honour paid to Confucius, fo far as the 
fame is political, and particularly <lecms it lawful to 
burn lncenfe, light Candles and place Meats before 
the Tables, upon which only his Name was writ­
ten, and an explanatory Declaration annexed. His 
fourth Indulgence permits lncenfe and Lights to be 
offered at Funerals, provided only that a Note be 
ddiver'd in, explaining the true Intention of the 
Perfon offering them. Next he permits Chrifti­
ans to proftrate themfclves before the Tables of 
Co11fucius and the Forefathers, and even before 
the Coffins of t~cir own Kindred. In the fixth 
place, he indulges them in offering in Honour of 
the deceafed, at their Coffins and Tablets, Sweet .. 
meats, Fruits., Fldh and other Meats, provided it 
he done without any Prejudice to the Faith. From 
this he proceeds to tolt:rate all Proftration, on 
Ntw-Jear's-day as well as at other Times, before 
that Table which is called Koteu. Laftly, he per­
mirs Lights and Inctnfe before thefe Tables, and 
Difhes of l\1eat to be ferved up at Graves. 

The ]efuits could have wifhed for no more, and 
more could not be done to def eat and invahdate 
the Hull. The Legate was fenfible of this, and· 
being unwiJling to cxpafe the Pope, and the Weak­
nefs of his Decree to all the World, added in the 
Conclufion of his Letter, a ftricl: Injunction to all 
J• cckfiafiics in China, to the Jefuit s in particular, 
under Pain uf Excommunication, not to tranfiate 
1 his . Letter • lither into the Chinefa or ':rartar, 
1·ongue, nor co communicate it to any but thofe 
who c.une in the Office of Miffionaries to China. 

The 
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The Indulgences contained in this Piece could not 
be entirely withheld from the People, but the CJer­
gy were charged to difpenfe them cautioufiy, and 
referve them for the higheft Exigency. 

At Mezzabarba's Return to Rome, Clement the 
Eleventh was deceafed. lmnocent the Thirteenth 
fucceeded him. The new eteaed Pope was enra­
ged at the Legate's Report of his fruitlefs Negoti­
ations, of his Perils and Sufferings. In the firft 
Heat of his Refentment he refolved to aboli{h 
the Society of Jefuits. But the Remonftrances of 
fome prudent Men abated the Violence of this 
Flame, which however they were not able totaJly 
to extingui1h. The Pope commanded the General 
of the Order to recall all his Jefuits from China., 
that the Refracl:ory might be brought to condign 
Punifhmenr, and forbad the Increafe of the So­
ciety by new Members, till further Notice from 
him •. What could be done in thefe Circumftan­
ces ? There was but one Expedient left, the Pro­
m ife of Obedience, and they had the Comfort, in 
the mean while, of hoping that Time would ex­
tricate them from this great Difirefs. Their 
Hopes were gratified fooner than could be expect­
ed. The Death of Innocent vacated the See of 
Rome, and relieved the anxious Jefuits. His Suc­
ceffor, BenediB the Fourteenth, the prefent Pope 
proved much more tratlable. He accepted every 
Promife that was made him ; the Jefuits reco­
vered their former Situation, and the Affairs of 
China, in which the Confidents of his Holinefs did 
not find their Account, lay dormant for a confider­
able Time. 

Whilfl: 
• Journal Univerfcl Tom. VII. p. 460. 
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Whi]ft thefe Matters were tranfafting at Rollllt 

the Church in China loft, in the Perfon of her 
Proteclor, all her Tranquillity and Happinefs. The 
great Emperor Cam-bi, the Patron and Difcip)e of 
the 1tfuits, cfpecialJy thofe of France, died on the 
twentieth of Dtctmher, 1722, and before his Deceafe 
placed the Crown, he was obliged to relinquilh, 
upon the Head of Tong-'.f,bing his Fourth Son. 
The Emperors of China have, by the ancient Laws 
of the Empire, a Right to elect for a .Succcffor 
from among their Sons, him who feems befl: qua­
lified for a wife and happy Reign. The jefuitJ, 
by their Power over the Heart of Cam-bi had con­
tributed not a Jittle to the Ele&ion of Tong-'Icbing. 
He had difcovered fo early an Inclination to them, 
and to the Chriftian Caufe, that they formed bet­
ter Hopes of him, than of aJl the other Sons of 
the Emperor. But they became fenfible of their 
Miftake as foon as he mounted the Throne. His 
People admired in him all the good Q__ualitie1 of 
his Father, except his Partiality to the 1tfoits and 
their Faith. Tong-'lcbing continued to cftccm 
them, and retained them at Court and in Pay, as 
ingenious AniA:s, Painters, Watchmakers, Afl:ro­
nomers, Geometricians, and Phyficians. But he 
neither admitted them to a Share of his political 
Cares, nor of his Time, nor of his Atreaion. 
They remained in his Palace, but in no other Con­
dition, than that of Mechanics and Officers, kept 
for certain Purpofes of Convenience and AmuJc- , 
mcnt. This gave Encouragement to thofe among 
the Chintfa, who had been obliged in the late Reign 
ro ftifle their Diflike of· the Chriftians and their , 
Faith. The Emperor hearkened with Attention 
to all their Reprcfentations. He uncxpc&cdJy re-

pealed 
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pealed the EdiB: publilhcd by his Father in Favour 
of the Chrifiian Religion·, prohibited his Subje& 
from embracing the Law of the E11rope411s, and 
permitted his Governors of Provinces and Offi-
cers of State to perfecutc the Chriftians and de-
mol ifh their Churches. It is necdlefs to add, that 
they made ufe of this Permiffion. A _blind reli-
gious Zeal, that has been long under a painful Re­
ftraint, is naturally apt, when indulged, to break 
out with additional Violence. The Emperor him-
felf headed, and by his Example animated the 
Party againft the Chriftian Faith. He ordered all 
Romilh Eccleftafl:ics in his Dominions into Cufto-
dy in the Cities of Canton and P e"/cin, to prevent any 
farther Excrcifc of their Funaion. Some time after, 
they were yet clofer confined, upon his being in­
formed, that they continued to difcharge their Du-
ty in private. At length all but the Jtfails, who re-
.fidcd at Ptlcin, were bani1hed to the Jittle Town of 
Macao, which is in fome meafure fubject to the Por­
t11g11efi, and lies on the Sea-Coafts, in the remo-
teft Part of the Empire. The jejuils, as their 
fole Dependence was not upon preaching, read-
ing Mafs, or hearing Confeffion, fuffered leaft: by 
this dreadful Storm, and took all Opportunities 
to foftcn the Emperor's Dif plcafure, and apolo-
gize for their perfecutcd Brethren. But the only 
Anfwcr they had was a gracious Repulfe, and 
they were forced to acquiefce in a Connivance for 
themklves, and the Privilege to carry on their fpi-
ritual Labours at Court, and in the Capital, with-
out Interruption. Their Adverfarics imputed all 
this Mifchicf to them, pretending that they were 
detected in a Conf piracy again ft the Emperor, and 
thereby provoked this Perfecution of the Chriftians. 

G But 
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I~ me Charp is biply improbable. The &111 .. 
p!f-Or would hardly --•e entertained at his Coon, 
,od have diftiQguiihed, f ro111 the rtft of their Br~ 
thnm, by. bis Favour, a Set of Mc:o, whom he 
knew tq have formed Defigns againft hia Govero. 
pient and Life. The Jef11ils on the other hand de­
rive this Calamity from the BuU Ex i/Ja Ji,. And 
d~btlcfi they fcam in this lnftance to have more 
Jleafon on their fide. It is poffible, that rang. 
~,bi•g arew impatient at the Difputes oa:af10ncd 
IPJ thi.1 Decree between the Romifh Pridls, and 
M Cl,riJ#ia11 Subjects~ and fo, to prevent all far­
ther Animouty, prohibiced the Cbrijiion Rcligi­
Qn itfeJf. 

It is ufual for Perfecutions, if not to appeafe 
inteftine Controvcrfics in the Church, at la.ft to 
cftcl a Ceffation of Arms. The foreign Enemy 
pirfUCS both contending Parties indifferently, en~ 
gap all che Attention. which before they em­
ployed againft each other, and converts their (re• 
d\Jndant Spiri~ into Fear and Anxiety. By thCM: 
Means he unites the Minds of the pcrfccuted, bet-­
ter thap all Mediators or Lawgivers. But the 
5a.Jffcrings and Adverfitics of the Church in Chiu 
b.ad not this happy Eft"ca. The War among the 
Cl~rgy was carried on with the fame Life and Vi-
1our, when they were imprifoncd and befet by 
&heir Enemies, as in the Times of Peace and Li­
berty. The Indulgences of Mnzab11r1M extended 
the Wounds thcJ were meant to heal. The Ad-­
verfarics of the Jejilils oppofcd thefc Indulgences as 
111armly, as the jejuiJs did the BuJI itfdf, and ab­
fp)ucely rdufcd to receive or acknowlt'dge them u 
valid. Francis Sarauni, Bilhop of Lorima, even 
circulated a Paftoral Letter, prohibiting upon Pain 

of 



el Etcommunication, the Obfet-ntion or Inmxfut­
tion of thole lndulgentes •. How ftntngely Men 
are blinded by their Paftions ! This was doing the 
very thing for which the ']~fails had been fo bitter­
ly reproached. They were condemned for refof­
ing immediate Obedience to the Injuntl:ions of 
Cf nrnon and Maigrot. And certainlv Me=abctrbtt 
was equal in Dignity to 'ro11rno,, and fuperior to 
Maigrot ; confequentl y his Indulgences claimed the 
fame Refpefl at lcaft with their lnjuntlions. Thia 
inconfiderate Piece of Obftinacy fo inflamed the 
7,f1'ils, that they inconfiderately plunged themfelm 
into a frcfh Offence, great enough to revive the 
Memory of all their former T ranfgreffions, and 
entirely ruin their Caufe at Romt. Mn:M!Jarbd 
bad cxprefly prohibited the Tran0ation of his 
Paftoral Letter, or the Publication of the Indul­
gences it contained. The 1efaits ventured to violate 
this Command. They difperted his lndulgenccs 
amone all the Chintft Chriftians, and endeavoured 
to impoft them upon thofe, to whom they were ob­
noxious. The Affiftance of an eminent BHhop 
was requifite for this Purpofe. They obtained that 
of the new Bifhop of Pekin, Fran&ifcus dt Puriji­
eatio11t, who was promoted in the Year 1 7; r. 
This Prelate perceived foon after his Arrival, that 
the Good-will of the Jefuils at Peki11 was of more 
Confcquence to him, than the, Favour of the Pope. 
They influenced him to charge the Clergy of his 
Diocefe, in two public lnftruments addreffed to 
them, dated ']11/y the fuuh, and Decem/Jn- the twen­
ty third in the Year 173.3; upon Pain of Degrada­
lion, to pay as facred a Regard to the Indulgences 

G 2 of 
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of Mn:u'barba, as to the Bull EN ilia die, and pub­
licly to read to the People in aU Churches, on the 
four moft folemn Fcftivals of the Year, both the 
Contentl of the Bull, and the Rcfervations added to 
it by Mnzaba,·ba •. 

This was no lefs than a public Challenge. The 
Combatants on the other fide haftened to Arms. 
Caftorani, Vicar to the Bifuop of Pekin, and here­
tofore a Martyr to the Bull E# ilia die, who had 
fpcnt thirty three Years in his Funtlion in Chi11a, 
told his Bithop to his Face, that he would never 
pay him Obedience in this Point. The Example 
of fo venerable a Man diffufed a Spirit of Rtbcl­
lion among the Clergy. At length it became ripe 
enough for a Refolution to difpatch the good old 
Caftorani to Rome, in order to complain of the 
jifuits and the Bifuop, and folicic the Abrogation 
of Mez.zabarba's Indulgences. Perhaps the Je­
flals and their Adherents made their Sport of 
the Age and Simplicity of this Ambaffador. He 
confcffes himfelf to be neither eloquent, nor learn­
ed, nor fagacious; and thofe little Pieces of his, 
that have hitherto appeared in Print, confirm the 
Truth of his Confeffion. They difcover nothing 
but a zealous, honeft Fra11,iftan Frier, neither in­
fcB:ed by the Air of the Court and a Knowledge 
of the World, nor corrupted by the Vanity of 
Learning and Science. But his Want of Pans 
and Penetration was amply fupplied by his Zeal, 
Integrity, Experience, Conftancy, gray Hairs, the 
Reputation of a Confelfor, and feventccn Months 
Suffering on Account of the Bull Ex ii/a di,. 

A pious 

+ Stt Catlorani obfervat. ,111d tb, B•II of Bcncdi& XIV.· 
111ti1/,J Ex quo fiDgulari, &c. 



pious Simplicity has often got the better or 
orJdly Prudence. Ca.ftorani arrived at Rome about 

he End of the Y car 1734, in the Papacy of 
Clemenl the Twelfth, to whom he immediately 
opened his Commiffion. The Pope Jcft the Mat­
ter to the Examination of fevcral Cardinals, and 
after ten Months lntrcaty, Attendance and Soli­
citation, as Ca.ftorani himfdf relates, his HoJinefs 
by a Britf, dated September the twcnty-fixth • 7J5, 
abfolutcly revoked and annulled the two Letters 
of the Bifhop of Pelcin, who was jufi: then dc­
ccafcd •. 

This was Cajlorani's firfi: Victory. But he did 
not reft here. His principal Point was to invali­
date the Indulgences of Mazabarba. He there­
fore proceeded in his Undertaking with incxpref­
fible Zeal, and folicited the Pope, that the Exa­
mination ;_of this Affair might be withdrawn from 
the Congregation ~ propaganda fide, and fubmit­
ted to the holy Office or lnquifition, to whofe 
Cognizance by Right it belonged. His Requeft 
was granted. This Change of his Judges was 
of great Confcqucnce to him. The Jejuits had 
more Patrons and Friends in the Congregation than 
in the lnfuifition, where their old Adverfaries the 
Dominicans prevail. As foon as he had put his 
Caufe into the Hands he withed to have it in, he 
left nothing undone to profecute it wich the ut­
moft Vigour. The Account he gives himfelf of 
his importunate and indefatigable Application is 
fo natural, that one cannot but admire: his Inte-

grity; 

• Clementis Papz XII. Revocatio, annullatio, & cafiatie 
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srity ; and he fcems to have effc&cd at leaft • 
much by unwearied Importunities, as by Sttcngt~ 
of Reafonin-g. He was incefi"antl y begging, at• 
tending, Viriting, remonfl:rating and inflructing. 
·Even the Pope himfclf was not a Day free from 
his Company. He was conftandy attending the 
Cardinals, the Aff'efrors, and the Counfellors of 
the holy Oftke. Not a Clerk of the Court was 
o•erlook'd in hia Solicitation. Notwithftanding 
aJI thia, his Progrefs was not equal to his Endca. 
Y01u1. The J:>ope was willing, thatt in an Affair 
of this Importance:, the Judges fhou)d determine 
nothing haftilf. He particularly enjoined, as his 
Suceeffi>r informs UI, that all the Clergy rcfidina 
in ROIIU, who had been in China, and all the 
young Cbin,ft, who were come to Rome for In­
ftruction and Education, lhould be heard, and 
judicially examinc=d. This required a confidcrable 
Time, and Qnnent the Twelfth did not furvive 
the Inquiry. -

Bmeilia che Fourteenth, who now fills the Chair, 
was elecl:ed. in his Room. This Prelate is faid 
to be lefs favourably inclined to the Jefoits, than 
to any other Order under his Jurifdiaion. His 
CohduB: hitherto has confirmed this Opinion of 
him. Poor Cajlorani however fecms to have 
found it a difficult Matter co bring him over to 
his Side. He even fubje&d himfclf to a fcvcre 
Penalty, if ever they fhould convitl: him of De­
ceit or Mifreprekntation. At length, afttr fcven 
Years Impatience, the happy Day appeared, which 
he had been fo carncftly labouring for. Btntdicl 

.. the Fourteenth, in the Year 1 7 42, iffu~ the fa­
mous Bult, which begins with the Words Ex 
qao fingulari, &c. It was finiJhed on the eleventh 

• of 
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of 'J11nt, and ifrucd out the ninth of AMgM/1 •. 
The only Thing omitted in this fevere Law, to 
expofe and mortify the 7efuits and their Adhercnrs_ 
is the mention of their Name. But it is eafy to 
apprehend whom his Holinefs points at, when ha 
~ks of a difobedient, crafty, malicious and in-
~dious Set of Men. He revokes, annuls, abo-
li1hes, rejeas and totally condemns the lnduJgcn-
ces of Meaabarba, as Tenets extorted from the 
Patriarch under the Apprehenfion of a violent 
Death, never approved by the holy See, ai:id con­
tradiclory to the Bull of Pope Clement the Eleventh, 
and commands them to be confider'd no otber-
wife, than as if they had never been granted. ~~ 
denounces his heavy Dif ple.afure and all the; 
PunHhmcnts which the Church uf uall y inflict~ 
upon the Tranfgreffors of her Laws, againft the 
Clergy of every Rank, and the 1 efuits in parti-
cular, if they fhould prefume to depan in th-; 
bft: Degree from the Conft:itution E" ilia dit. 
He enjoins the Superiors of every Order of Monks 
immediately to expel thofe Members of their So. 
cicty, who fhould dare to violate his Ordinance, 
and to rccal them to E11rope, that they might be 
duly punilhed. In the laft: Place he prefcribcs an 
' Oath, 

4' It 'WIii ,,,l,/ifh1tl al Rome foo• tbt Pri11ti11g·O.ffict of tht 
..,_lit•/ Chc•61r, udtr th, 'Title. Confirmatio & innova­
mio Conftitutionis, iacipientis: EJt ill" di,, a Clemente 
Papa XI. in causi rituum feu czrcmoniarum Sinenfium edit~. 
aec non revocario, refcitlio, abolitio, cdl"atio, annullatio ac 
"'...,;. permiRionum fuper iifdem ritibu, feu c:zremoniis ia 
qaadam Pailanli epitlola Caroli Ambrofii Mcdiobarbz, Patri­
arcbz Alexaadrini, olim Commiifuii & Vi6tatori1 ApoJlolici in 
Sinarum impcrio contcnt:1.rum, cum pra:fcriptione novz formu~ 
Ii: juramenu per Mifiion .. rios illarum partium przfentcs & 
futures przfiandi. 



Oath, by which aJJ Miffionaries in China oblige 
themfelves ftrictly to adhere to the BuJJ of Cit~ 
ment the Eleventh, and by no means to fuffer 
their Converts to obferve any of the Ceremonies 
permitted by Me-zz.abarba. The Conclufion of 
the Bull is with fome Authority faid to be pcnn'd 
by the Pope himfelf. The Language of it is 
ftrong, edifying, pathetic, ApoftolicaJ, and well 
wonhy of a great Prelate. " We hope in Godt 
fays he, among other Things, u that the PreachJ 
61 ers of the Gofpel in China will banifu from 
., their Breath that groundlefs Apprehcnfion, 
• 1 that the Convcrfion of Infidels will be in thc

1 

., leaft retarded by a ftrid: Obfervation of our 
'' Decrees. The Converfion of Heathens d~ 
•' pends principally upon the Grace of God J 
•' and the Grace of God will infallibly affift the 
H Labours of thofe Minifters of the Gofpel, who 
'' preach the Truths of the Chriftian RcliJio~ 
c, boldly, and in that Purity, in which tbty ·ar, 
H delivtrtd to them by the .Apoflo/ica/ See, ~ing 
•' ready to lay down their Lives for the Hohour 
H of the Gofpel, according to the Example of 
" the holy Apollles and other eminent Martyrs, 
" whofe Blood, fo far from retarding the Pro­
" grefs of Chrifiianity, rather improved the Vi~ 
" yard, and produced a pl~ntiful Harveft of Be­
" lievers." Nrxt he puts them in mind of the 
Nature of their Call. " Be mindful, as you /re 
" true Difciples of 7efus Chrift, that he hath 

• u not fent you to worldly Joys, but to a difficui 
'' Combat ; not to the Poffeffion of Honou . 
" but to Reproach and Contempt; not to } ., ·11, 
" active but laborious Life ; not to indulge yout 
" Eafe, but to bring forth much Fruit with Pa• 

" tiencc. •~ 



« tience. '' In order to underftand the meaning of 
1his ]aft Admonition, the Reader muft reprcfent to 
-himfdf the Court Jefuits at Pekin, drefs'd in the 
fumptuous Robes of Mandarines, with a Dragon 
on their Breafi, and enjoying alJ the Honours, 
Dignities, Privileges, Revenues and Conveniences, 
which the Emperor's Favour or rheir own Services 
could procure them. To Miffionarirs in thefe 
Circumltances, fo full of the Power and W ifdom 
of this World, the Exhortation of the Pope feems 
in the highefi degree expedienr. 

This latter Part of our Memoirs muft be Mat­
ter of great Admiration to thofe, who read it at­
tentively. Cajlorani a poor Mendicant Frier, whom 
the Jefuils had caufed to be fettered with nine 
Chains, engages in a Conteft with the moft power­
ful Society in the Church of Rome, with that So­
ciety, betore whom the Pope himfelf and Kings 
have been made to tremble, and not only gains the 
Viaory, but expofes and humbles them in a Man­
ner they had never before experienced. Such is the 
Mifchicf the meancft and mofi impotent Enemy is 
capable of dfeaing; when either def pi fed or too 
heavily oppreffed ! • 

We feem now to be arrived at the End of 
the Chinefe Controverfy, which has Jafted upwards 
of an hundred Years. And doubt1efs this muO: 
have terminated it, had any other Order in the 
Church of Romt, but that of the Jefaits been the 
Parties concerned. But this Society is not fo eafily 
difhearten'd by BuHs from the Bilhops of Romt. 
They have always a Fund of Inventions in referve, 
,hereby to evade or repair all the Damage a Pope 
can inflict:. It is currently reported, that they pay 
no more Regard to this Bull of BentdiB the four­
teenth, than to ,hat of Gemenl the Eleventh, and 

H ,on-



continue to permit their Converts to do that whid 
the Pope fo exprefi y forbid1. Anocher Fra11tifaa, 
Deputy is arrived at Rnne within the hd\ Year or 
two, from China, loaded with authentick Evi­
dence and Tefiirpony of the Contumacy of the 
jtfuits, and of the Calamities they bring upon 
their Oppofers. Perhaps this may produce a third 
Bull againft them, and the third Bull may poffibly 
hurt the two former by its Vehemence. The Ro­
pan Theatre is fubjecl: to many Changes, and it is 
a Thing not unufual entirely to drop the heft 
Laws, in order to fave the Pains and Trouble of 
rxecuting them. Matters fecm at Jeaft to be ripen• 
ing for a new Scene in this celebrated Orama. The 
Jef11its are gradually infinuating themfclves into 
the fl:rong and advantageous Situation they were in 
at the Court of P,Jcin, in the Reign of the Empe­
ror Ca,n·bi. His Succeffor rong-'I',bi11g, who pcr­
fecuted the Chriftian Religion, and favoured the 
JefuiJs merely for his own Purpofes, died in th~ 
Year 1 7 3 7. Kie,,. Long, one of his Sons, mount­
ed the Throne in his ftead. He was but twenty~ 
five Years of Age, when the Empire fell into hi1 
Hands, and began his Reign with various Atb 
of Clemency. The Bo1tzts were the only Body of 
Men that exptrienced his Difpleafure. He ex1 

prefs'd his Zeal againft them in a public \Vriting1 
Jn which he cautions his Sabjeds againft their Vim 
and Deceits •. l-Je gently revoked the Orders if 
fued by his Father againft the Chrifti~na and their 
Teachen, and reftored the Church in China in 
great meafure to hn- former Profperity and Pcaa! 
:;\nd as to the Jefaits, he gave thc:m frefh Eo­
~ouragcmenr, embraced eagerly every Opportuni~ 

• Lettres rdifiantts & curieufes ecrita dca Miflions ctrad-
1ere~, Tom! XJ;lll, Preface, Par i,, y, vi. 
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1m fhewing them Favour, and did this, to an 9'!" 
ltraordinary degree, of his own accord without an, 
' Solicitation of theirs. Thia Difpofition of his tO 
rhofe cunning and ingenioos Ecclefiafiics is faid ta 
,improve with his Years. What will become of 
their Antagonifts, and of the Bull EJ1 quo fingtdari_ 
jf they gain as abfohnc an Afcendant over tha 
Heart of this Monarch, as they enjoyed over that 
• of his Grandfather? 

To this Profperity the j,fuits rt!ceived an Accef:. 
fion about three Y t'ars ago, which they had Jong 
wifhed for, and folicited in vain at the Court of 
ll.011ze. They have made it their Endeavour for 
many Years paft, to get al I the Bifhopricks in the 
Heathen CoWltrics into their own Hands, that they 
might reforve to themklves the fole Power ovel' 
their Converts, and have a Check upon the other 

IM iffiona~ies, who are not of thefr Society. Some 
of the vacant Sees they ha Ye been promoted to 
rhro' the lntereft of the Kings of Portugal, who 
have obtained the Power of nominating the Bifhopa 
of Ajia. The Popes have conftantly refifted their 
moft preffing Applications for the Bifhopricks in 
Cbin:J, particularly for that of Peld11. His- prefent 
Holinefs is doubtleis of the fame Opinion with hit 
Predeceffors in this Refpcct. Notwithftanding this, 

1 jn the Year 1 7 4 5, he promoted a J efuiJ to the- See 
of Pelci11, with alJ its extenfive Jurifdicl:ion. This 
Prelate was a Portugueft, named Pol)'carp de Souza, 
recommended with the warmeft Importunity by 
:pon Emanuel de Sampajo, the Partugwfo Ambaf­
fador. And the Pope, tho' he feems to fear as well as 
to hate the Society of 7efuits, yet upon many Ac­
counts honours his Pc1·tuguefa Majefly; therefore the 
fame Bentditl the Fourteenth, who had fo heavily 
mortified that Society by his Bull Ex guo jingulari,, 

• - ~ij 
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l! what nonc·othis E~cc,fi"ors thought it p•· 
to do, accepted the Recommendation of If#; 
What can be cxpc&d in theft: Circumftances P· The 
,1tfails being at prefent as powerful in the Ch.8rch, 
as at the Court of Pekin, it is eaf y to conjeclurc: 
the Fate of their Adverfaries, and of the BulJ, i11 
which they are fo effectually expofed. • 

The attentive Reader will draw many ufcful Infer• 
ences from the Facl:s here related. How fick and fee, 
hie is the Head of the Church of Rome! How power­
ful and refracl:ory are the Orders, over which fhe pre-
1ends to an abfolute Sway I How little. Regard is 
paid to the Pope by that Society, which is bound 
to pay hjm the greatcft ! How much Divifion and 
Difcord do we obfttve in a Church which boaflfi 
of her Unity and Peace! How miferably diftracted· 
is the Court of &me ! How many Ans are in ... 
vented to elude the .ftrongcft Decrees of the Pope~ 
How frequent is the Change of thofe Conftitutions; 
which ought to be immutable! How inconvenjma 
and dcfecl:ive is the Government of that Church I 
-Certainly if our Saviour fubjected Chriftians 
in all Parts of the Eanh to the Dominion and Io­
fpcction of a fingle Bifhop, he has iaid a Duty 
upon one Man, to which an hundred are oot equal. 
and has chofcn one of the moft impcrfca Formi 
of Government. 

G,lli"ltn .April 6, 17 49. 

John Laurence de Mojheim~ 




