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PREFACE. 

NEARLY two years have elapsed smce the 

author, influenced by the earnest and re-iterated 

solicitations of many respectable individuals, 

engaged to pl'epare a " History of the origin, 

progress, and actual state of the British and 

Foreign Bible Society." It having been recom­

mended that the work should be printed hy 

i;uhscription, proposals to that effect were 

drawn up and issued accordingly. 

The plan was no sooner made known, than 

VOL. I. h 
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it met with the warmest encouragement. The 

Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the Bishop 

of Durham, honored it with their prompt and 

munificent patronage, and the example which 

they set was very generously ancl extensively 

followed. 

Of the illustrious individuals whose name,-i 

have been mentioned, as well as of the sub­

scribers at large, the author has to request, 

that they will accept this public expression of 

his gratitude. To Sir Digby Mackworth, and 

Mr. Phillips* ( and more especially to the latter) 

~ In rrferring to Mr. Phillips, a member of the " Society 
of Friends," the author has a pleasure in acknowledging 
the great kindness which he has experienced from numerous 
individuals connected with that body of Christians. To Qne 
abo,·e the rest-by whose sudden and lamented removal the 
British and Foreign Bible Society was deprived of " one 
of its earliest members, its brightest ornaments, and its most 
useful conductors,"' -he is indebted for testimonies of friend­
ship, which make the name of Wilson Birkbeck a subject 
of his most grateful and aftectionale remembrance. 

,. Author's spc('ch at th~ formation of the Soutbwark Auxiliary Biblt 
Society. 
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the author feels an obligation for their libPral 

and persevering co-operation, which he 1s 

as little able to describe as to repay. To 

these acknowledgments (which mi;;ht easily 

be multiplied) the author desires to add his 

thanks to Messrs. Hatchanl, Seeley, aud Arch, 

for their disinterested services in promoting 

subscriptions ; and to his colleague and friend 

Mr. Hughes, for his obliging· assistance in the 

correction of the press. 

Having disposed of what seemed first to re­

quire his attention, the author will now pro­

ceed to such observations as relate more 

immediately to the performance of his task. 

The design which he proposed to himself, in 

writing the History of the British and l~oreign 

Bible Society, having been, to exhibit a faithful 

and perspicuous account of its origin, aud its 

principal trnnsactions, the author con:,;idered it 

his duty to adopt such a method, as, whatever 

recommendations it might otherwise want, shonlcl 

appear best adapted to the accomplishment of 

h2 
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1 hal ewl. The simplicity of the Society's object, 

:u11I 1lic 1111iformity of iti; operations, discouraged 

every attempl al i11gc11iom, and artificial distri­

h11tio11. To do justice to the subject, it seemed 

11ec·1·ssnry that the facts should be stated, as 

uearly, as po(l;siblt', 111 tlw onler in which they 

occurred ; aud that such connection should 

be pn•sprvcd amoug them, as might show their 

mutual rPlat.iou to each other, and their deri­

vatiu11 from llu• same common original. For 

this 1111q11,s1·, the com·se suggested by the So­

<"idy's A111111al Hq1orte,;, appeared that which, 

011 tlw whole•, it wuulil be expedient to prefer; 

inasmuch as, whih• it conducts the reader 

t hrnngh 11w :-ae\ nal transadions both domestic 

a111l forei~n, it reminds him periodic.,lly of the 

dt>gn•t• i11 which tht•y comhiue to manifest the 

growth, and to l'Xkml the usefulness, of the 

Pan•ut Institution. 

A1lopti111,:;, thcreforc, this principle as the basi11 

of his plan, tht- author sdected from the So­

cidy's prinlt>d Heport,-;, aud uupublishcd records; 

from the tlitforcut publications of Auxiliary So-
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cieties and individuals; * and from such papers, 

whether privnte or official, :is were in his pos­

sessio11, or came within his reach, whate,·er could 

thmw lig;ht upon the facts which it would be 

his business to record. At the same time, with 

a view to relie,·e, in some measure, the mono­

tony of annual detail, he cast the clecacl into 

• Among the publications conveying useful information rela-
tive to the Society may be specified, 

Reports of the Rritisb anti Foreign Bible Society. 
Summary. 
Brief View. 
Compendium. 
Reports of Auxiliary Bible Societies; particularly of those 

utablished in Scotland. 
To which may be adclecl, ofa more general nature­

Scolt"s Sermon on the Bible Society, (first printed in llll 1.) 

Short History of the Bible Society. 
A :Sarrati,e of the principal Proceedings of the British and 

Foreign Bible Society, b~- the Re,·. W. Napper, (of New Ross.) 
Address, explanatory of the Principles, Views, and Exer­

tions of the British aocl Foreign Bible Society, by the Stir­
lingshire Auxiliary Bible Society. 

The Formation, Progress, and Effects, of Bible Associations, 

as detailc,I hy the Comrnille<' of the Southwark Auxiliary Bible· 

Societ~·• in their Second Report and Appcudix. 
Historical Skt-tch of the Translation and Circulation of the 

Scriptures, from the earliest Period to the prcse11t Time, by 
the Rev. Messrs. Thomson and Orme. 

Chalmers on the Influence of Bible Societies. 
The Religious Periodical Publicatiou, generally ; but more 

particularly the Christian Observer. 



X PREFACE. 

three general parts, agreeably to certain epochs, 

very distiuctly observable in this portion of the 

Society's History; and gave to the years which 

fell within them respectively, the form and 

denomination of chapters. 

Of the manner m which the plan has been 

executed, the author may be permitted, in 

general, to say, that he has done the best 

which his peculiai· circumstances would allow. 

The variety and urgency of his official duties 

in the Society, added to the concerns of a 

numerous family, and the interruptions of fre­

quent indisposition, rendered his task not a 

little onerous, and will, he tmsts, be accepted 

as some apology for the delay and the imper­

fection with which it has been performed. 

On one or two points the author thinks it 

expedient to offer a more particula1· explana­

tion. 

He is aware that an objection may be 

. brought against certain parts of his narrative, 

as scrupulously, and even unnecessarily mi­

nute. Against the force of this objection, he 
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l1as to plead, that, from the knowledge which 

he possessed of the disposition of many of the 

Society's friends, and the conduct of most of 

its enemies, he considered such minuteness in­

dispensable to the satisfaction of the one, and 

the confutation of the other. By the for­

mer, indeed, he expects to be oftener charged 

with om1ss10ns than redundancies; and, with 

regard to the latter, he is persuaded, that 

their misrepresentations could not in any other 

way have been so completely and effectually 

C'Xposed. " Those who have been members of 

the Society from the time of its orig·inal insti­

tution, will, doubtlesi-, recollect, with how much 

jealousy om proceedings were observed ; how 

severely every warm expression, anrl every 

vigorous measure, was criticised, by that little 

party, which has, from the beginning, railed 

at the progress which it could not impede."* 

To those who enter into the spirit of this 

remark, an attention to minuteness will not 

appear to require any further justification. 

• Speech of the Rev. Reginald Heber, at the Anniversary of 
the Shropshire Auxiliary Bible Society, (Jul)' 8,.urn,.) 

h ,t 
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The author thinks it not impossible, that 

some of his readers may he of opinion, that 

he would have done better to have said less 

on the subject of the controversy, if not to 

have omitted it altogether. Concurring most 

heartily in the sentiments so admirably ex­

pressed by the " British Critic," in the following 

passage, he had sincerely to 1·egret, that he 

was not at liberty to follow that writer's ex­

ample: 

" If authority could decide a question, per­

fectly cognizable by common sense, we should 

be inclined to bow to the authority which 

(very unhappily, we think) opposes itself to the 

Bible Society. Or, if acute and subtle argu­

ment could possibly make us believe white to 

be black, we should doubtless be staggered 

by the logic which has (with equal unhappi­

ness) been wasted on this subject. But, as it 

is, we can ouly lament, and deeply lament, 

that invincible propensity to take different sides 

on e\"ery question, which breaks out even in 

the clearest and plainest concerns of human 

life. 
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" If it be a clear point, that Bibles and 

Testaments, un-sophisticated and un-commented, 

cannot possibly do harm-

" If it be clear that such a gift cannot be 

vitiated by the giver-

" If it be certain, that a Society selling 

cheap Bibles and Testaments, and also other 

excellent works on theology, cannot possibly 

be hurt by having a great part of its expense 

voluntarily borne by another Society,-it is, 

and must be, clear to us, 

" I. That the Bible Society 1s a good 

thing. 

" 2. That it tends to assist, rather than to 

injure, the excellent Society for Promoting 

l'liristian Knowledge. 

" Ten thousand volumes of controversy can­

not, in om opinion, invalidate these plain truths, 

and therefore of such volumes we take no no-
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tice, that we may not perplex our readers and 

ourselves in vain."• 

The historian of the British and Foreign Bi­

ble Society is placed in very different circum­

stances, and it becomes his duty to act ac­

cordingly. He finds the controversy almost 

co-eval with the Institution itself; and can 

scarcely advance through a single stage of its 

history, without discovering the opponent, under 

one form or other, watching its steps, and plot­

ting its destruction. The means he perceives, 

indeed, to have been varied, but the end uni­

formly the same. " Delenda est" has been in­

scribed on the bannet·s of every assailant who 

has taken the field against the Society ; and 

the object of each, and of all, has been, not 

merely to contract the dimensions of the edi­

fice, but to " cause the work to cease." In a 

case, therefore, of this description, wherein he 

who " wrought in the work with one of his 

hands," has been compelled " with the other to 

* British Critic, March, 1813, pp. 309, 310. See Note on 
p. 308 of this Volume. 
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hold a weapon,"* the operations of labor and 

of conflict, of building and defending, have be­

come so closely associated, that they cannot 

he consistently separated the one from the 

other. 

But while the author contends for the propriety 

of noticing the controversy as matter of historical 

record, he deprecates most seriously (except on 

very rare and extraordinary occasions) the choice 

of it as a theme for commemorative and po­

pular addresses. Occasions, he admits, will 

arise, iu which, for the vindication of character, 

or the just defence of the cause, it may he 

necessary to discuss such objections, as, either 

by their own suhtilty, or by the authority of the 

objectors, have acquired a serious consideration. 

This, however, should be done, when it is done 

at all, in an argumentative and dispassionate 

manner: without any of those stimulating appeals 

to the angry feelings, which minister to strife 

• Nehemiah, iv. 17, 18. 
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and vam glory, and proYc injurious to the in­

terests of charity and peace.• 

It were much to be desired, that in Anni­

versary Meetings, in general, controversial topics 

should be wholly avoided, as alien from the na­

ture of such commemorations, and adverse to 

the purposes for which they are held. 

The observations of the Oxford Committee, 

at the first Anniversary of that Institution, place 

this subject in so judicious a light, that they 

deserve the serious consideration of Auxiliary 

Societies· in every part of the empire. 

" At a period when the British and :Foreign 

Bible Society has not merely survived the perils 

which threatened its infant growth, but has struck 

' For an admirable specimen of an Address, wherein 
objections from a high ecclesiastical quarter were refuted with 
firmness, perspicuity, and moderati~n, see the speech of 
Archdeacon Corbett, President of the Shropshire Auxiliary 
Bible Society, at the Anniversary before referred to-. 
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root so deev, and thrown out such vigorous 

shoots, that it might defy the tempest, from 

whatever quarter it should blow, it is hoped that 

no discordant voice may here be heard, that no 

feeling may ever be suflered to intrude into such 

an assembly as the present, which will not com­

pletely harmonize with its present object,-the 

diffusion of that heavenly wisdom, pure and 

peaceable, which brings into subjection every 

proud and uncharitable thought. They think it 

more becoming, as unquestionably it is far more 

agreeable, where we behold none but friends and 

supporters, to expatiate on the rapid and tri­

umvhant progress of our cause, and record the 

yearly accession of towns and counties, yea even 

of independent kingdoms, to this pious and be­

nevolent confederacy of nations, for promoting 

the instruction and happiness of all mankind.""-' 

So far is the author from desig·ning, by any 

thiug contained in the eusuin~· narrative, to 

widen the breach so unhappily made betweeu 

' First Report of the Oxford Auxiliary Bible Society. 
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parties who ought never to have been put asun­

der, that he would gladly make any sacrifice, 

consistent with duty and conscience, by which 

he might hope to prove instrumental in healing 

it. With Archdeacon Dauheny, (with whom 

he is glad to find an opportunity of agreeing,) he 

would say: 

" The advocates for the new Bible Society, 

and the members of the Society for Promoting 

Christian Knowledge, have both professedly the 

same object in view; namely, the dissemination 

of the Gospel. The only difference between 

them, appears to be a difference of opinion with 

respect to the mode by which this desirable 

object may be most effectually accomplished. 

W/1at cause t/1en, among C/1ristians, for unc/1a­

ritable judgment on either side."* 

In fact, the history of every controversy is but 

a development of human infirmity; and in few 

controversies has this infirmity been more un­

happily manifested, than in that of which lil~ 

• Cbar;e for 1812. 
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much will unavoidably appear m the pages of 

this work. The first wish of the author is, that 

it were possible, to consign the controversy to 

oblivion; hut as that cannot be, his next wish is, 

that from the memorial which must be preserved 

of it, both himself and others may learn a useful 

lesson of forbearance, moderation, and peace. 

" Happy will it be" (to use the words of the 

venerable Dean of Carlisle) " fo1· the honor of 

the cause of God, happy for the credit of the 

religion of His Son, if both parties should learn 

to improve in Christian charity and moderation : 

if, on the one hand, the advocates of the Bible 

Society should learn to bear their successes 

with a grateful tranquillity and decornm ; and, 

on the othel', their adversaries should set an 

impressive example of a pacific disposition, aud 

of Christian good-will ! "• 

In taking leave of the reader, the autho1· has 

only to oh~erve, that, though he felt reluctant 

to break off his narrative at the close of the tenth 

• Strictures 011 Dr. Marsh, &c. p. 3911. 
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year, he has, in completing the first decad, done 

every thing which he had promised, and as much 

as he could perform. Whether he may be in­

duced to advance any further, will depend upon 

the reception given to these volumes, and his 

future health and avocations. In the mean time, 

he commends what he has written to the candor 

of the public, and to the countenance of Him, 

without whose blessing the " best intentions 

and most persevering exertions to promote even 

his glory, would be of no avail."• 

• Seventh Report of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 

Febn1ary 16, 18W. 
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PART I. 

CHAPTER I. 

NoTHING is morf' natural than a df'sire to in­
vestigate the rist'., a11d ascertain the progress, of 
whatPver has ac1p1in,d sullici(~llt i111porta11cc to 
e;,..citi, our astonislnnent, or counnand our admi­
ration. We ft>el a sort of instiucti,c curiosity to 
k11ow the sourcP from which the i11strn111e11t of 
our gratitication has heen c!Priwd; awl c;,..pcct to 
fiucl om· plt~asure i11e1·ease, in proportion as we 
discover, liy what means it has been brought 
from its simplest elements and its srnaJIPst 

VOL. I, ll 

P.\llT I. 
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HISTORY OF THE BRITISH 

dimensions, to its actual state of symmetry :md 
grandeur. 

If it might have been presumed that one object 
should have awakened a curiosity of this descrip­
tion, rather than another, that object would have 
been the British and Foreign Bible Society. Such 
in fact has heen the case: and so numerous and 
importunate have been the inquiries into the 
manner of its production, both abroad and at 
home, that it seems expedient uo longer either 
to refuse, or delay the desired satisfaction. 

Under this impression, the author proposes 
to introduce his History of the Transactions of 
the Institution, by drawing aside the veil which 
has hitherto concealed the circumstances of 
jts origin; and tracing, as distinctly as he may 
be able, the gradatiou of causes, by which it 
attained that maturity, which qualified it for 
extensive and efficient application. In per­
forming this task, he will cherish a hope, that 
he may be doing· something towards illustrating 
the ways of Hn1, " whose 11ever-failing Pro­
vidence ordereth all thing:- both in heaven and 
in earth," and who ALO:\E is " wonderful in 
counsel and excellent in working·." 

The primary occasion of all those measures, 
out of which grew the institution of the British 
aud Fun-i;_?;n Bible SociPty, was THE SCARCITY 

OF \V ELSII BIBLES in thf' Principality, and the 
i1upractica h;Jit:,- of obtaining adequate supplies 
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from the only somcc existing at that period, 
whence copies of the authorized version were 
to l,p derived-THE SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING 
CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE. 

So early as the year 1787, this scarcity had 
been discovered in some district,.; of the Princi­
pality; and induced applications for rPli<:'f, on 
the part of those muler whose observation it had 
more particularly fallen, and whose compassion 
it had wry naturally excited. To what diffi­
culties and clisconragements these applicatiorni 
were subjected, may he rPadily inferred from the 
manner in which the subject is tn•ated by a 
Clerg·yman in London; who, on the 15th of May 
1787, thus addresses a Brother Clergyman in 
Wales. 

" In consequence of what you wrote conceming· 
tlte scarcity qf Bibles, I have recPive1l twenty-five 
from the Society for distributiug BihlPs among 
the soldiers and sailors,* &c. Besides this, I am 
collecting money to send you ,;ome morP, which 
I buy of the Socidy for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge ; wlw alone in London lwi·e got any 
Welslt Bibles: the otl1er Society /wring !tad tlteirs 

from t/1em." 
Nearly a year had expired, before the writer 

of this letter was able to announce to his im­
patient correspoudent the success of his project; 

• Now denominated "The Naval and Military Bil>le Society." 

II 2 
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and then he was compelled to do so in te1ms 
which greatly diminished the value of the in­
telligence. 

" I haYc delayed" (says this London Clergy­
man) " so long to write, in hopes of sending you 
some good tidings about the Welsh Bibles; but 
alas! 1 ltai:e ouly u-aited for a disappointment. 
There was a prospect of obtaining·, through the 
assistance of another Society, and with the help 
of Mr. T.'s purse, 110 less a number than 1000; 
but t/1e Society (, iz. the Society for Promoting 
Christia11 Knowledge) refuses to part witlt more 
titan 500, and those at a price which altogether 
makes 5s. 6d. each. Tltis lws entirely dy'eated 
tlte design, as far as I am concerned in it." 

In the course of the next two or three years, 
this scarcity, which, from the scantiness of sup­
plies either directly or circuitously transmitted, 
would naturally ha,e increased, began to mani­
fest itself by stronger :a;ymptoms and louder com­
plaints. Among others, a Clergyman, on his 
return from visiting the Principality, of which he 
was a native, ia the month of NoYemher 1791, 

thus piou~ly and energetically expresses his senti­
ments, in reforencc to this subject. 

" Being· folly convinced, that every Christian 
ought to be diligent, and do all he can, to sene 
his God and hi,; g-cneration, before he falls asleep, 
I ha,·e hcen latdy planni11g and laying· a founda­
tion for a great work. When I was in Waleis 
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last, I heard p;rrat co111plrti11i11g m1w1~~·st the poor, 

.f,w 11·a11t '!f llibles; mul tl,at tltere were 1ww to lie 

lwd ji,r mmtf'!J, I han, thought 11mch ni' th,· 
mattPr of lak, aud it has i111pn•,;sed 1111· rn1:ch: 
for, i>< then• poverty like 111110 tl11·ir pon•rty, who 
haH• not the Bible of (;od? I haH· taken some 

stl·ps towal'Cb procmiug a cheap Pditiu11 of Welsh 
Bibles, to LP sold at a re1l11cerl prict--. Hut my 

pla11 thm, far is rather innnature, and in no µ;reat 
dPg-ree of forwardness. But, with God's lwlp, 

which I earnestly iutreat, I rPsohe to µ;o 011. I 
wish to hear from you, what size llihle wo11lil tlw 
g-P11er:.1lity of the people wish to pmch,1sP, anrl 
what numhn will be wanted; anrl PH·ry otLPr 

information which you call famish me with, "ill 
bf' tha11kfully received." 

Ill consequt-nce of tlw rPsolution taken hy this 
henevolent and patriotic Clf'rg·yman, a seriPs of 
p/fo11s, both insulated a11d eombi1wd, took place, 

in order to i11d11ce the Societ,v for Promoting· 
Christian Knowledg-P, (tlw 011ly puhlic body co111-
pPte11t to s11('h a work,) to 1111rlertake a Hew 

impressio11 of \Veh,h Bihh·s. 
Tlw 11at11re of the,-;e Plfort,-;, tlw c•aruestness with 

whil'h they were purs1wd, and the <li,-;appoi11tme11t 
i11 whi,·h tlwy 1•,pired, may hP rlisti11ctly ,·ollert,!d 
from the Extraf'ls of CoHespo111lP11r·1: 011 thP 
,;nhject, which appear i11 thP Appe11tli'.: ,,, to tlH! 

H"L :\Ir. Dealtry's Vill(lication of the British a11d 

' I'. 1;:1. Second Edition. 

J.: :1 

PART I. 

CHAP. J • 
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Foreign Bible Society. Having carefully examiued 
the originals from which those Extracts were 
made, the author can with conscientious :-atis­
faction reti:>r to them, as containing a faithful 
representation of the vicissitudes which attended 
this strenuous, hnt abortive attempt, to obtain 
means of supplying the poor of the Principality 
with the word of God in thei1· own language. 
As it would be charging these pages unneces­
sarily, to transcribe what is already in the hands 
of the public, the author will satisfy himself, 
after thi~ general reference to Mr. Dealtry's Ap­
pendix, with exhibitiug only such passages from 
the Letters which it contains, and from others 
now before him, as may appear necessary to 
establish his general assertion, respecting the 
scarcity of Welsh Bibles, and the difficulty of 
procuring a supply. 

Adverting to his plan for a new " edition of 
the Welsh Bible," the Clerg·yman before quoted 
proposes to his correspondent, (in a letter of 
December 27, 1791,) that the Society for Pro­
moting· Christian Kuowledg·e should be solicited 
to publish 10,000 Bibles; with an eug·agement on 
the part of the applicants, " to take and pay for 
5000, as soon as they were printed." " W oulcl 
not this" (says the writer) " he a step that would 
weigh with them, and an induceinent to undertake 
the work? I would undertake to procure one 
half of the money necessary for that purpose, till 
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thP Bibles were sold: and tlwt immber u;oulcl soon 

go c!fJ: And should tht• Society refusp to assist, 
(whil'h I hardly think tht•y will,) I think it is clearly 
om· duty to proceed, aud trust kind Provideuce, 
and uot eonsult th·sh and blood, &c. 1:umish me 
with P\ery particular direetiou you can think of: 
theu l shall make a trial of the Society ... 

Previously to the pmposed trial heiug made, 
the inrli,idual through whom the application to 
tlw Society was to be presented, thought it 
1·-.p,·client to require " a long list of names, as 
a :satisfactory proof, that \Vt•lsh Bibles werP much 
wautecl; u·liiclt lite Society seemed to doubt." 
Ad,·ice was therefore girnu by the principal agent 
in this business to his correspondent in \Vales, 
" to lose no time in procuring· as 1011g a list of 
names as he could;" with the addition at the 
same time of this observation:-" yet e,·e11 now, 
I f' xpect we must stand to om· former t•ugaµ;t'ment; 
that is to say, to pay dou·n for j,mr tlumsmtd." 

Very shortly after, (viz. on the 10th of May 
1792,) this writer informs his correspondent, that 
he had done what the Society requested him, ,iz. 
given them secmity for 4000 copies as soon as 
published; and 011 the 17th of July, that " the 
:-,ociety had accepted of his proposal respcetiug a 
uew edition of the Welsh Bible, aud would 
undertake the work. But he acco111panic>;; this 
latter statc>ment with au i11timatio11, that the 
movements of the Society were painfully slow, 
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and not to Le accelerated. This complaint is 
repeated in still stronger term>', and with much 
e, ident dejectiou, by another correspondent; who, 
in a lt'tter from Loudon, dated October 29, 1792, 
thus expres~Ps his feeliugs: " I am sorry the 
Society is ,;o dilatory, indecisive, and reluctant; 
hut trnst, that the Lord, who hath put it into the 
hearts of so man)" in \Vales to 10\·e His holy word, 
will also. put it into the hearts of some of their 
more wealthy brethren in England to use effective 
methods of s11pplyi11g them with Bihles." 

At length, in the mouth of April 179:J, the 
individual through whom the uegociation with 
the Society was conducted, gave such a repre­
sentation of the existing difficulties, arising from 
the disbelief of the Society, that " a lar;;·e number 
of Bihles could he got off;'' its disinclination to 
incur the great expense which an edition of the 
Welsh Bible would cost;* and the imprac­
ticability, from " the badness of the times, 
of undertaking the work by prirnte subscrip­
tion ;''--that the original pr~jector of the edi­
tion was compelled to inform his corresµondent, 
that, " if a considerable nurnber of subscribers 
cannot he obtaiued, t/1e busi11ess must be given 
up." The itlea of procuriug sneh a number of 
subscribers wa~, it must be !'11pposetl, considered 

' " ncin~. as they reasoned, from 1/>00l. to 2,000[. without 
reimliursemen1, 1hat is, the defect lielwecn the prime cost, and 
the sale, including the binding." 
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impracticable: for the ,;ame writer, after a lapse 
of a year, thns acldrei-:;es his COJTPspondeut: 
" Han· yon altogt•tlwr droppf'd yom former 
intention of ha,·i11g a 11cw edition of Welsh Bibles? 
It is dt>ar that tlw times arP ratlwr 1mfavorable 
for a11y u11clertaking·, whnt• ~rPat snm;, of money 
will he req nired. I ean only say, that I am ready 
to as;,ist, as far as I can, if any attempt is made 
in this lmsim•ss ... 

Jci·om the tenor of this passage, and the knni­
nation of the corwspo11de11ce, there i;. reason to 
conclnde, that the obstacles to " a new edition 
of "\V t0 lsh Biblt>s'· were ,lc>rmPd im,m111mmtahle; 
ancl that " the intPntion of havinl!,'" snch an t>dition 
was consPffUPntly " dropped," and " the l11usi11ess 
given up." 

Such wa,.: the unhappy is;,ne of the fir;:t attempt 
to obtain a supply of Welsh Bibles for the poor 
of tlw Principality. Every step appears to have 
hf'fin taken by those who interested themseht's 
in the lmsiut•ss, to brinl,;' it to a sncct'ssful 
conclnsion: but without effect. They had uot 
tlmnselves the means of pnniding a rPmedy for 
thP nil of which they complained; and thr-y 
conlcl not offi>r a sufficient iudncemeut to llwsr 
who alone wne competent to provide it. 

A considnahle interval was suffered to take 
place, during which, a1-< far a:s appears, no measures 
were adopted to ,-ati,;fy those wants, which werP 
only uot urge1I, bel'ause they had already been 
so repeatedly urged i11 vairr. 
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Impressed, however, as it is presumed, by re­
curring applications, with a sense of the necessity 
for some further exertions, the Society for Pro­
moting Christian Knowledge determined, at 
length, to obey those calls for which, either 
from a disbelief of their reasonableness, or a doubt 
of its own ability to answe1· them, it had hitherto 
declined to make any provision. An order was 
accordingly passed at its Board, in 1796, for a 
new edition of the \Vebh Bible, Commou Prayer, 
and singing Psalms, to the amount of 10,000 

copies, with 2000 extrn Testaments; and in 1799, 

this order was executed. 
With a liberality which deserves the warmest 

commendation, this venerable Society, when the 
impression was ready for delivery, gave notice, 
through a printed circular, that copies might 
be had " neatly bow1d in calf, by any <if the 
inliabitant.f of lite Principality, through the 
medium, and upon the application of any Mem­
ber of the Society, at one Ital/ of tlte prime cost 
in sl1eets." 

Thirty years had now elapsed since the last 
edition of the Welsh Bible was printed ; and so 
greatly had the demands for the Holy Scrip­
tures accumulated, dwing this long season of 
drought, that this impression, large as it was, 
and liberal as it might appear to the Society 
which had so generously provided it, was almost 
immediately absorbed; and considerable districts, 
in different parts of the Principality, particularly 
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111 the C'mmties of Montgomery, Cardigan, and 
Carmarth~·n, h:ul to lament, that they contd 
ohtain no rt->freshment whatever from this most 
seasonable hnt partial irrigation. If, as has IJeen 
nedihly rPported, the joy of those who received 
tlw BihlPs amo,mted to Pxnltation, the grief of 
tho.st' (anrl thPy were many) who C'onld not obtain 
a copy, fell littlP r-hort of anguish. Tlwir " ex­
prn;sions of regret,·• says a henpficcd Clergyman 
in iVIontgomeryshire, who had witner-sed their 
disappointment, " wPrP trnly affecting." 

But a:- this is an assertion which may seem to 
rcqnirP proof, it will he proper to adduce a few 
authorities in support of it. 

"The Welsh Bibles" (says one Cln11:yma11) "are 
all sold, every copy. I applied, through the in­
terest of a friend in London, for :mo; but too late: 
the Bishop of St. Asaph applied the same clay; 
but in 1:ain." 

" Tlw clPmand" (says a Clergyman in London) 
" ha:,; already so .fin· exceeded the impression of 
I 0,000 copies, that each person is put qff witlt 

fe1cer titan lte applied for, and thought he had 
St'CUrcd.'' 

"Pray how are you off in North Wales" (w1·ites 
a Clergyman in South Wales) " with respect to 
the last edition of the Welsh Bible? Out of 
250 copies promised me, I received but 150; 

and ought to be exceedingly thankful even for 
that number: for I have beeu more successful 
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m my application than any of my neighbours 
hitherto. Not a single copy reached these parts, 
except fifty copies, (which) the Rev. JVlr. W. 
receive<l. I was under the nccessity of layin~ 
aside the List of Subscribers, bei11g more than 
300 names, &c." 

" The last OJlford edition" (writes a Clngymau 
in Canliganshire) "wni,; dispo;.;ed of before l was 
infonue<l of it. l applied to Dr. Gaskin for some 
quantity of ,v elsh .Bibles: his answer was, that 
they were all !,!;One; that there were only 10,000 

printed, an<l that twe11fy t ltousa11d would not answer 
half t/1e demand." 

And finally, a beneficed Clergyman iu Mout­
gomeryshire, makes the following· statemc11t; which 
has in part been quoted lwfore. 

" A large district in t/1is ntigltbourlwod could 
not obtain one of the late Oxford edition; and 
lite expressions of regret miwu/5' tlie people on tlwt 
account, were truly affecting." 

From these testimonies, a judg·ment may be 
formed of the insufficiency of the edition of 1799, 
and of the defectiYe manner in which it operated 
as a remedy for that scarcity which during ten 
years hacl bf'en the subject of painful solicitude 
and ineffectual complaint. 

Such being the state of things in the Principality 
iu the year 1800, applications were now made 
from various quarters to the venerable Society 
before-mentioned, in order to ascertain whether 
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any furthl·r supplic,; might be expected. Some 
of these wen· addn•,-sf'il throu:,d1 channels of the 
first rei,;pcctahility, both Lay and Ecclesiastical;* 
and an expectation was e11tt-rlained, that their 
influence would not be Pxerted in , ain. But the 
re~nlt was the samt• in all cases. Tht• Society 
liacl either done it.-: utmost, or erru11eously con­
ceived, that it had done sufficieut; and 110 
encouragement was given to hope, that any thing 
more would Le attempted. 

l<or more than two years the . disappointed 
camliclates for ,v el:sh Bihles, among whom were 
ma11y diligent and laborious Parish Mi11isters, 
perse,·ere,l in the mortifying husi11ess of im­
portuuate, hut unarniling application. In the 
('onr"e of this time, that want which was at first 
considerahlf•, had greatly increased ; t and tlw 
progre,-:,; which education was making, chiefly 

• " I lm1•e done all I conhl" (writes thr lah' Bishop of 
l'eterboroui(h,) " respecting the Welsh Bibles, and ,hall ah.a~·• 
he glad lo forward what you wish. I w1ote tu Dr. Gaskin 
lately upon the sul,ject; b;,t 11hether I can l,e ol' an) further 
service, I know not.'' 

H,•terring to these \\ords, the Clergyman lo whom thry 
were addressed observes: " I have wrilkll to my Bishop, aml 
he to the :Society; since then, I got a friend to call on Dr. 
Gaskin, In ask if llll'Y had any intention of pul,li,hing another 
edition:" lhr mh\\'C'r wa-.;: "No, we have uot." 'fhi:-- cones• 

pondenc,• took place in June, 1!100. 

t The want in moo, nm y 1 ... in some measure conceived, b) 
an cstimalc mad-, of I he· ;1111111,er, not which could be grnt"i­
/011sly disposed of, liut t1duall!/ wld. " In case," r,a~·s a 
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through the medium of Sunday Schools, tended 
at once to augment the demand for Bibles, and 
to render the difficulty of procuring them a subject 
of deeper and more general regret. 

At length, in the summer of 1802, all prospect 
of relief from the source so often referred to, 
being finally closed,* a project was conceived for 
accomplishing an object which seemed scarcely 
to admit of any further delay, by contracting with 
a well-qualified Printer for a competent impres­
l!lion of Welsh Bibles, and defraying the expense 
of a reduction of price, or, where necessary, a 
gratuitous distribution to the poor, by means of 
a private subsc1iption.t Matters had arrived at 

Clergyman, writing in July, 1800,) "the Society can he prevailed 
upon to undertake an edition some time hereafter; )'Cl, so far 
11,s I can be able at this distance lo judge, an edition of th,·ee 
or four tl1ousand migl,t be sold befo,·e the Society's comes out." 

• " We have long talked" (writes one of the Clergymen 
interested in this business) " about another edition of Welsh 
Bibles, which, I douht not, is greatly wanted, in South Wales 
in particular. l lwre repwtcdflJ tried tl,e Society fo,· Promoting 
(;hristian Knowledge, //,rough Ilic medium of my j,·iends, ,n,n 

uJ influence; and found, I/wt 110 fu,·ther l,e/p i• lo be expected 
f1·om //,em 110w: they gave a decided answer more than twic, 
over.0 

t This plan appears to have been designed by its projectors 
to have had a very libual operation. The followin~ sentiment>, 
as expre1;sive of their views, are worthy of admir.ation. 

" But the grand difficulty is )·et to come. Where can we 
find a sufficient ouwber of wen to distribute the Bibles with 



AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

this point, and the speculation described was 
undergoing; discussion, when an occurrence took 
place, which changed tlw whole complexion of 
the business, and laid the foundation of a perma­
nent supply of tlw Holy Scriptures, not only to 
tlw inhabitants of \Vales, hnt to the whole human 
racP. 

In the month of December 1802, the Rev. 
Thomas Charles, B. A. of Bala, an ordained 
Minist<>r of the Established Church, hut officiating 
in connection with the \VeL,h Calvinistic Metho­
dists, a man of zealous piety, and indefatigable 
ext:rtion, and by his habit of itineratin~·, and 
promoting Sunday Schools, rell(lered intimately 
familiar with the wants of his eou11trymen, was in 
London; when he proposed a contribution, in aid 
of the plan for printing and distrilrntin.~ tlw Scrip­
tures among them. 011 the 7th of that month, the 
subject having· been intrndnct>d by Mr. Joseph 
Tam, the present Assista11t Secretary and Ac­
countant to the llritish all(! Foreign Bible Society, 
in a circle of friends who had met to trausact a 

impartialily, in the lf'ar of God 1 Every one has his relative, hi, 
tan,ritc, his pious, I,iml neighbour; these must be t~nore<l at 
the expcm,e of ju:-itH.:(• a1ul mercy, against conscience and 
ai:ainst duty. If lhis lrnsi,l(•s, is seriously taken in haud, the 
plan must he well matured, and fa1tf,jully ,.nruted; and we 
must try, not lo accu111111odi/l1· m1y parlicu/ar sm·t, but all 111<11 

tllat wa11t Bible,, and upon the terms tliey can afford." 
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different business,* Mr. Charles preferred his suit 
on behalf of his countrymen; describing the want 
of Welsh Hibles, and the failme of all attempts 
to obtain them in the usual channel, and urg·ing 
with importunate earnestnei<s the necessity of 
resorting in this painful extremity to " new and 
extraordinary meam,."t 

This proposition g·aye rise to a com·ersation 
of some length ; in thP course of which, it was 
suggested, that, as \Vales was not the only 
part of the kingdom in which such a want as had 
been described might be supposed to prevail, 

•• It is due to "The Religious Tract Society'' to state, that the 
parties here alluded to, and to whom reference will hen•after be 
so frequently made, were the Committee of that very active and 
useful Institution. 

t The names of Ambrose Martin, and Henry Boase, Esqrs. 
ought not to he suppresse:l. These two Gentlemui look a 
most lively aod liberal in1crest in the object of Mr. Chades'• 
application; and made \'CT) generous exertions in favor of it, 
previously to the formation of that Society, which rrndercd all 
further exertions of this description on the part of indil'iduals 
uunecessary. In a letter of the lallcr gentleman, (dat<'ll August 
12, 11103,) which now lies 1,efore me, tlwrc is so much to 
admire, that I tru,t l shall obtain his excuse for extracting 
a passage from it for the reader's satisfaction. 

" From the time you first mentioned the want of a new 
editio1t u{ tl,e Sac'l"ed Scriplun·s i11 lite Wdsh la11guag1·, my 
thoughts have l,,en much occupied bJ that important subj~ct. 
I CANNOT WITHOUT PAIN REFLECT, THAT ANY PERSON 

IN THIS HIGHLY-FAVORED LAND SHOULD IlE AilLE AND 

WILLING TO READ THE BIDLE, AND WANT THE MEANS 

OF SO DOING." 
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it would be desirable to take such steps as 
mig-ht he likely to stir up the public mind to a 
g,mernl dispt>r,-io:1 of the Scriptures. To this 
sug·ge,-tio:i, '"hich proceeded from thC' HeY. Jmwph 
Hug-lie,:, a Baptist :\linist,•r, om• nf th,! Socil'ty's 
present Sccretaric,-, and which was warmly 
eucoumg·ecl hy the rPst of the company, we arc 
to trace the dawn of those measures, which, 
expanding with time, and prog-ressin: di,-cussion, 
issued at length in the proposal and estalJlisliment 
of the British and Foreig·n Bible Society. 

The propril'ty of ('xciting; the attention of the 
public to the ;:-eneral dispersion of the Scriptures 
haYing been thus casually :mggested, Mr. Hug·hes 
was desii-ed to prepare, in writiug, such an Address 
as might co11tai11, in a more digested form, the 
substance of his unpremeditated ohservatiot!.-<; 
in order that the project, ifit should, upon n'Yision, 
appear practicable and importai1t, might be re­
gularly submitted to the consideration of the 
Public. 

In the mean time, c<>rtain measures were pm·­
sucd, which tended materially to arhai;cC' tl1e 
progTess of the undertaking. A co1111111111ication 
was made of the object coutrmplated, to :-omc 
persons of clistin~uished reputation for piety au<l 
philauthropy. Amoug these, was William Wilher­
force, Esq. who, at a private iuterview, conferred 
with the parties who had solicited his advice; and 
furnished such hints a!i his enlightened mind and 
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liberal heart would be likely to suggest, in order 
to improve their plan, and facilitate its introduc­
tion to public acceptance. A similar communi­
cation was made to Charles Grant, Esq. and 
attended with a similar result. 

The Rev. C. F. A. Steinkopff, Minister of the 
German Lutheran Church iu the Savoy, and one 
of the Society's present Secretaries, voluntarily 
tendered his services to promote the design, 
in the course of a journey which he was about 
to make to the Continent of Europe. His ofler 
was thankfully accepted, and he was accordingly 
requested to inquire particularly into the want of 
the Scriptures in such places as he should have 
occasion to visit. Similar inquiries were directed 
to be promoted in Ireland, and in other parts 
of the United Kingdom; and the following queries 
relating to the same object, were addressed to the 
country at large, through the medium of certain 
Periodical Puhlicatious. 

" I. Can the poor in your neig·hbourhood 
generally read ? 

" 2. To what extent are they furnished with 
the Holy Scriptures? 

" 3. Do they discover a solicitude to read 
them? 

" 4. What has been done towards supplying 
this want? 

" 5. Are there persons in your neighbourhood 
willing further to encourage the distribution of 
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the Holy Scriµtmes in our own and in foreig·n 
lands?*'' 

These transactions took place antecedently to 
the dost• of May, IB03; and in the comse of that 
month, Mr. Hughes presented an impression of 
au Essay, prepared i11 compliance with the wishes 
expre.s.,;;ed at the primary l\Ieeting-, under the 
title of " The Excellence of the Holy Scriptures 
au Argument for their more General Dispersion.'' 
In this Essay, which may be reg·arded as con­
taining the rudiments of the future Society, the 
author expatiates on the transcendent excellence 
of the Holy Scriptures, enumerates the difli•rent 
Religious Societies more 01· less concerned in pro­
moting· their circulation, and describes the limi­
tations of their respective constitutions, and thei1· 
consequent inadequacy to the work of a general 
distribution. Mr. Hug·hes then represents the 
imµo11ance of an association of Christians at large, 
with a view exclusively to the circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures; a11cl points out a variety of 
advantag·es both direct a11d collateral, which might 
ht> expected to result from the O))l'.l'ations of such 
an Institution. 

As the enumeration given by Mr. Hug·hes of the 
Religious Societies, exhibits a fair account of all 
the charitable i!'OHl'Ce,; at that time iu existence, 
from which a distrilJ11tioa of the Scriptures might. 

' Sec Evang. Mag. and Christ. Obs. for June, 1803. 
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be expected, it seems, on every ground, expedient 
that the reader should see it. 

" The many thousands of Bibles already circu­
lated by various Societies, do them honor, and 
claim our fervent wishes for their lasting pros­
perity. Together with the Bible they circulate, 
for the most part, several volumes and tracts 
intended to familiarize, vindicate, and enforce the 
principles of the Bible; 11or can it be doubted 
that, in this way, the cause in which they are 
embarked has been materially assisted. The chief 
of the Societies are included in the following list: 
the figures subjoined denote the year in which 
each was founded. 

The Society for promoting Christian Know-
ledge ......................... 1698 

Tlie Society for tlte Propagation ef t/1e 
Gospel in Foreign Parts .......... 1701 

Tlte Society in Scotland for propagating 
Cltristian Knowledge . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1709 

Tlte Society for p1·011wting Religious Know-
le<(f{e among the Poor ........ .... 17.50 

T/1e Bible Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1780 
Tlte Society for tlie Support and Encourage-

ment of Suuday-Sclwols . . . . . . . . . . . 178.5 

" The Society for prnmoting Christian Know­
ledge is composed of subscribing and correspond­
ing members. The former hold regular meetings, 
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and transact the g-eneral lmsiness of the Society. 
The latter arc such persons in Great llritain, 
Ireland, and othl'r Proh·stant couutries, as are 
chosen to correspond with the Society on the state 
of religion in their nei;?;hbomhoods, to sug·gest 
such methods of <loi11µ; good as occm· to them, to 
distribute Bibles and other books recomrncnde<l 
by the Society, and to remit occasional or stated 
co11tiibutiom;. Undf'l' the patronage of this So­
ciety, Charity-Schools have been erected, Bibles, 
Prayt"r-Books, and Reli~ious Tracts dispersed, 
and foreign Missions, particularly in the East 
Indies, supported. It has printed the New Tcs­
tarnent in Arabic, the whole Bihle in the language 
of the Isle of :Mau, aud fom editions of it in the 
\Velsh language. All members of the Society are 
entitled to BihlEs, Testaments, Prnyer-Books, and 
the other publications of the Society, at the re­
duced prices mentioned in its annual catalog·ue. 

" The Society for the Propag·ation of the Gospel 
in Foreign Parts appears to haYe grnwn out of 
the Society for pron10tiH;i; Christian Knowlt'dge, 
which refers to it, we hdicn', iu all its anuual 
accounts. The object of this Society i>< limited hy 
charter to Foreign Parts, an<l more c;specially to 
the Plantations:, Colonies, an<l :Factoric,-;, beyond 
Seas, belongiu:?; to the Kin;i;dom of England. 
Missionaries, Catechists, and Schoolmasters, are 
employed by this Society in Newfoundland, Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick, Upper and Lower 
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Canada, Cape Breton, the Bahama Islands, the 
Coast of Africa, New South Wales, and Norfolk 
Island. The Missionaries are supplied with books 
for a library, and Bibles, Prayer-Books, and small 
Religious Tracts, to distribute among their people 
as occasions may require. This and the preceding 
Society are directed entirely by members of the 
Established Church of England. 

" The Society in Scotland for propagating 
Ch1istian Knowledge employs Schoolmasters, 
Catechists, and Missionaries, and distt-ibutes the 
Holy Scriptures and a few other religious books. 
The Scriptmes haw been translated at the So­
ciety's expense into Gaelic. A Parent Board is 
established at Ecliulmrgh for conducting· general 
business ; but a considerable accession of strength 
accrues from a Correr,:pondent Board established 
in London, before which annual sermons are 
preached by ministers of different denomination:-. 
The exertions of this Society extend over the 
Highlands of Scotland, the contig·uous Islands, 
and a part of North Ame1ica. 

" The Society for promoting· Religious Know­
ledge among the Poor distributes the Holy Scrip­
tures, and a great variety of pieces on religious 
subjects. Every subscriber of a guinea annually 
is entitled once in two years to Bibles or other 
books circulated by the Society, according to 
his option, to the amount of forty shillings ; 
subsc1ibers of more than one guinea annually 
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are entitled to Bibles or othe1· books to a 
proportionally higher amount. The prices at 
which the books are estimated, appear iu the 
annual acconuts, aud in a slip of paper which 
accompanies the parcels sent to snbscribel's. 
At these prices the Public in geueml may become 
purchasers. 

" The Bible Society* was instituted for the sole 
use of the army aud navy of Great Britain. It 
circulates only the Scriptures. The Committee 
state that they have been enabled, by the aid of 
subscribel's, and collections made at different 
places of worship, to distribute among the regi­
ments and ships specified in their printed ac­
count, 30,000 Bibles, and a considerable number 
of Testaments. The mode of application is a 
request si?:ned by an officn in the army or navy, 
addressed to the Committee, expressing the num­
ber under his command. 

" The Society for the Support and Encourage­
ment of Sunday Schools provides Bibles, Testa­
ments, aud Spelling-Books, and receives applica­
tions from any part of England and Wales. The 
founders of Schools al'e expected, when the} 

• In a note appended lo the second edition, " the Dublin 
Association" is mentioned with the honor which it clcserved, 
as having " distriln,ted ainon~ the poor in Ireland, 10,000 
Bibles, an<l 12,000 Tl·~lameuts/' and as " aclvancing towards 
its original object, ' tlwt ,w ltouse or cabin in lre/11nd, in wl,icl, 
there is a single person 10ho can read, •hall b, destitute of tlte 
Holy Sc1'ipt11rrs.' ., 
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apply for aid, to inform the Secretary, by letter, 
of the nmnber of the scholars, and, in the event 
of a second or third application, to state their 
progress and behaviom. The letters are pre­
sented to the Committee, and a gratuitous 
supply ,·oted according to the exigency of the 
case. 

" In addition to the above-mentioned means of 
diffusing scriptural knowledge, we may notice the 
existence of private donations and bequests re­
lating to the same object, the numerous charity­
schools maiutaiued throughout the week, and the 
more receut Institutions under different forms for 
disseminating inspired truth both in our own and 
in foreign cow1tries." 

To this enumeration of existing Societies, Mr. 
Hughes would doubtless have added, had he 
been acquainted with the fact, a reference to an 
Institution then recently dissolved--The French 
Bible Society. As this Society was altogether 
unknown to :Mr. Hughes, and is little, if at all, 
known to the public in general, a brief account 
of it in this place will scarcely be deemed an 
improper digl'ession. 

The French Bible Society was instituted in 
May, 1792, and commenced its operations by 
opcniug a correspondence with a respectable 
Minister of the Reformed Church at Paris, and 
treating with a Printer of reputation in that 
capital for au edition of the French Bible, of 
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which the Protesta11t Minister who had recom­
mended him was to take the superintendence. 
The rernlutionary war haviug put a period to all 
comm11nication between the two countries, The 
l~rcnch Bible Society s11spe1uled proceedings, 
and im-cstecl the amount suhscribed, (with the 
exception of 4,000 lines advanced to the Printer 
at Paris,) in the public funds. On the re-esta­
blishment of intercourse between France and 
England in the year 1801, the Society leamt by 
a letter from the Protestant Minister, that the 
Printer was living, but that the revolution had 
totally ruined him. " That respectable father of a 
family" (says this correspondent) " has great diffi­
culty to extricate himself from his embarrassments. 
The funds remitted to his hands from England, 
are, I imagine, consumed; while the task he had 
undertaken has totally failed. We ha\'e lived" 
(he adds) " in times which have destroyed every 
thing, overturned e\'ery thing: aud all must he 
begun afl'fish." 

The Society, discouraged by these and similar 
difficulties, and apprehending that their original 
desi~;i• of circulating French Bibles among the 
Roman Catholics iu :France was become imprac­
ticable, resohed to apply the money of which 
they had been so long po;:sessed, to the purchase 
of English Bible,-,, for distribution among " poor 
Catholics and others iu the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain aud Ireland:" 2,000 copies werP 
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accordingly procw-ed; of which 1,000 were en­
trusted to the care of the late Rev. Dr. Coke, 
a principal Minister in the ,v esleyau connection, 
to be dispersed " by the means of their Mis­
sionaries among the Catholics in Ireland." A letter 
having been received from William Hall, Esq. 
of Dublin, pointing out other channels through 
which " 10,000 Bibles might be usefully distt-i­
buted in Ireland, and offering to guarantee their 
correct distribution, the remaining 1,000 copie~ 
were, in the month of August, 1803, placed at 
his disposal : and after this act, and the neces­
sary formalities of pecuniary settlement, The 
French Bible Society was finally dissolved. 

The following Prospectus,* issued by the above 
Society, soon alter its formation in 1792, contains 
so much of the liberal spirit and practical views 
which have characterized the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, that the author of this work wonld 
deem himself inexcusahle were he to decline 
gi,,ing it insertion. 

" THE FRENCH BIBLE SOCIETY 

is formed for the purpose of disseminating pure 
Christian Knowledge in },'ranee, by obtaining· a 

• For this documcnl, hy means of which he first became ac­
quainted with the subject of the French Bible Society, ihe 
author is indebted, through his friend Mr. Hughes, to a 
gentleman, highly and deservedly esteemed for his learning, 
piety, and amiable spirit-the Rev, Dr. Smith, of Homerton. 



AND ••ot:EIG N Iii OLE SOCIETY. 

general distributiou of the Holy Scriptures, printed 
in the French to11g11e, throughout that nation. 

" To accomplish such a design, would be too 
arduous and extensive an undertaking for any 
individual, or for a small circle. The general 
concurrence of all who know the value and feel 
the influence of the sacred writings is therefore 
invited. 

" It is intended, that as far as possible, tlwse 
persons in lite Frenclt nation, wlto are now desti­
tute of t/1is divine treasure i1i an intelligible 
language, shall be jitrnis/1ed witlt copies of it in 
tlteir motlier tongue. The Poor will be ,;upplied 
(gratis where necessary, or) at a very low price; 
and quantities will be lodg-ed with ministers and 
other proper persons well known in the ditforent 
provinces, that those who wish it may purchast' 
at usual rates, and the wealthy and benevolent 
may be supplied at reduced prices with t}Uantities 
to distribute. .For this pmpose, large contracts 
will be entered into on the most reasonable terms 
that can be obtained. The persons to whom the 
books may be sent will be desii-ed to act as 
agents for the General Society, and at convenient 
intervals to transmit an account of distribution or 
sale, and of receipts. 

" The Society now formed in London under 
the above name, have by their Committee begun a 
cori-espondence with some Gentlemen in Paris, 
who are friends to thi!i scheme, and who have 
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expressed au intention of forming a similar Society 
there; to whom, when embodied, will be com­
mitted the management of the business in that 
kingdom; to superintend the press fo1· those 
editions which may be printed there; to distribute 
the books into, and to establish and conduct 
correspondence with, the different parts of the 
nation; to obtain the assistance and encourage­
ment of their countrymen to this undertaking, and 
from time to time to transmit to this Society what 
information they may collect of the progress and 
success thereof. 

" The plan has also been made known in Hol­
land, and considerable assistance is with good 
reason expected from thence ; and it is not 
doubted, that smaller societies will be fonned i1, 
lite provincial towns of Fmnce, to assist tlte 
general plmi. n·om this somce, especially, may 
authentic and early communications be received 
by the different bodies composing· this Society, 
respecting the success attending, and the a<lrnn­
tages arising from, this Institution. 

" At present, the business of this Society is con­
ducted by a Committee, which is chosen at the 
General Meetings of the Subscribers. The amount 
of the subscriptions is lodged in the hands of 
respectable Banking-houses, subject to the order 
of the Society. 

" The Society wish to engage the assistance of 
every friend to the spreading of religious know-
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ledge, and wonld beg leave to rccommnid the 
for111i11g of Societies in di/f'l'l"eut pm·ts qf the 
co1111trg, lo assist tliein in tl,e attainment of tl,eir 
object; .11111 if Ck·r;.:·~·me11 aud M i11isters of every 
de110111i11ation, would n•commend tlw cause to 
thPir diflerent congn•g-alion><, and, where con­
venient, wouhl make public collections for the 
support and Pxten1,,ion of it, it would cntainly 
tend much to tlw forwarding of this important 
design.'' 

But to return : 
While the whole of Mr. Hughes\; Essay, from 

the good ,-e111,,e which it contaim;, and the cando1· 
which it hrPathes, is worthy of perusal, the fol­
lowing 1mssag·es, both, from their iutriusic excel­
lency, aud from their accordance with subsequent 
events, ha,e a peculiar claim to attention. 

" Let us then cast a friendly eye over distant 
countries, and be the parents of the first Institu­
tion that ever emanated from one of the nations 
of Europe, for the express purpose of doing good 
to all the rest." 

" The proposed Society would bespeak much 
attention which was never yet brought to bear 
on a subject so truly gTand aud momentous. 
Religion would occupy a larger .:pacf' in the 
public mind, and the advocates of relig·ion enjoy 
a new opportunity of testifying the strength of 
their convictions and the fel'VOI' of their zeal. A 
new impulse would be given to kindred lnstitu-
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tions ; and measures hitherto unthought of would 
be added to those which have long displayed 
their beneficial effects." 

" We ham specified Europe ; at the same 
time we would allow ample scope. Correspon­
dence might more or less include every quarter 
of the globe." 

" Ma11y arrangements must be left to the 
cletermination of experience. Light will break 
in as the friends of the Institution advance: they 
will act as occasions dictate; always having that 
to do, which will either connect with remoter 
branches of their design, or stand well insulated 
and alone." 

It is impossible to reflect on these observations, 
written nearly a year before the Society was 
formed, without being forcibly struck by the re­
markable exactness with which they have been 
verified. 

The conclusion is in a strain so diametrically 
opposite to that spirit of rivalry in which the 
Society has been said by some of its opponents 
to have been projected, that I cannot allow myself 
to omit it. 

" But Goel puts honour upon mortals by em­
ploying their agency in the fulfilment of his pro­
mises, and the promotion of his glory : and if 
those of his designs may be considered as indi­
cating an approach toward maturity, which most 
unite and engage his servants ; is it not probable 
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that knowlerlg·e and salvation will follow close in 
the train of thos!' lahonrt-, to which, with respectful 
deferencP, WI' 110w call tlw attention of the d1ris­
ti:m world? May ,w not, thnefore, look forward 
to a larg·p mPf'tinµ; of our fdlo,,·-christians, whose 
unanimous and lond voice t-hall t>11com·a;;-r' us to 
go and do all that is in our hearts ? lint should 
we in this respt·ct be disappointed, our lahonr 
will not be rep;retted, if it serve in a few instances 
to draw more attention to the Bible, if it con­
tribute lo tlie strei~!.!;tlt of Societies already esta­
blisl1ed, and eo:pecially if it promote the spirit of 
distribution among· those, who having long re­
;i;arded the trnth as it is in Jesus, ham yet done 
little toward emiching the world with its tl'easures. 
Conscious, howevPr, of having· discharged a duty, 
and encouraged to expect some favourable result; 
we here couclude, lea,·iug our exhortations with 
the consciences of meu, and om· prayers in the 
bosom of God." 

Copies of this Essay were now put into circu­
lation through a variety of channels; and it 
cannot be questioned that they must ha,e con­
tributed materially to prepare the way for pro­
ceedings of ;_;Teater publicity and decision. 

It was 1101. till the month of January 11304, that 
the measures had attained a sufficient degree of 
ripeness, in the estimation of the Conductors, to 
justify the consideration of steps for carrying· them 
into actual execution. Au outline of a plan for 
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the projected Society had, early in the preceding 
year, beeu prepared by Samuel Mills, Esq. a 
gentleman, who, to the service he rendered in 
laying· the foundation of the Society, has added 
that of a judicious aud usPful co-operation in the 
promotion of its iuterests, aud the mauag·ement of 
its concerns. 

The plan thus sketched out was now regularly 
completed; and the title was altered, at the 
sugg·estion of the same indil'idual from whom 
the first idea of the Institution proceeded, from 
" A Society for promoting a more extensive 
circulation of the Holy Scriptures both at home 
and abroad," the form in which it originally 
1<tood ; to the dPlinite and comprehensive desig·­
nation, of " The British and Foreign Bible 
Society.''" 

Thiug·;; being thus far advanced, it was deter­
mined to convene a public meeting: a circular 
address was accordingly drawn up; and copies 
of it were forwarded to such individuals as 
were thought likely to favor the proposed un­
dertaking, or at least to give au impartial hear­
i11g to what should he urg·e<l in its recommen­
dation. The circular address, which bore for 

• These particulars are stated with the more minuteness, 
in order to show how utterly unfounded was the insinuation of 
one of the Society's earliest adversaries, that Tracts formed a 
part of the original plan. See Country Clergyman's Letter to 
Lord Teigomouth, p. 36. 
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its title " The Importance of a further Dis­
trilmtio11 of Bibles,'' hrietly touched upon the 
principal topics whic·h had hef'n discussPd in 
tlw Essay, and rPferred to that publication for 
more complete and d<>tailecl i11for111ation. 

The following- extract from this address will 
be found to de~f'r\'e particular attentio11, as it 
explains the views of the projectors in recom­
mending the formation of the proposed Society; 
accounts for the delay hy which the mea .. ures 
preparatory to its formation had heen netarded ; 
and discovers the spirit of candor, conciliation, 
and amity, in which it was del'ligned that it8 
fnture operntions should be conducted, both at 
home and abroad. 

" Several Societii!,.. have been formed for the 
propagation of Scripture-truth, but there is room 
for i"Pveral more. This assertion is alfocti11µ;ly 
<"onfirmed hy the result of specific in1p1iries re­
cently made both in Britain a11d on the Co11-
t i11Pnt. A fow i11ilil'id11als, the promoters of these 
i11q11iries, have had frpquent discussions on the 
sulJject, and an! at h·ug;th enconraµ;ed to hope 
that tlH'Y sl:all realize their wishes in the for­
mation of a 1ww Society. 

" Tlwir \it·,\.~ are eonsiclerahly 1lC'tailPil in an 
Es,:ay pri11tnl at th<: crmmw11C'PllH'11t of la~t year. 
Emope was thP11 in p1·aeP, a11il tlwy wen; /-lat­
terf'd with the prosp1~<:t of ext<0 11,:iv<> co-01wratio11, 
:i.t home and abroad. But the flames of war, 
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bursting forth again with augmented violence, 
and spreading unusual alarm through the country, 
occasioned a suspension of measures requisite 
for maturing the plan. Now that the public mind 
is partly recovered from its consternation, though 
we may not proceed with all the advantages 
attached to a time of peace, we may he laying a 
solid foundation, and preparing suitable materials 
against a happier season. 

" If the present period is not the most aus­
picious to such undertakings, neither is there­
any danger of its being fatal to them. ' The 
wall of Jemsalem,' it is written, ' shall be built 
in tmublous times.' In fact, how many successful 
efforts for the promotion of human happiness have 
been made, amidst the clouds and tempests of 
national calamity ! It should also he remembered, 
that the present is the only period of which u·e 
are sure. Our days of service are both few and 
uncertain; whatsoever, therefore, our hands find 
to do, let us do with our might. 

" Under these impressions, it has been pro• 
posed by the individuals referred to ahove, to 
institute a Society entitled 

THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY. 

" Its object-to promote the circulation of the 
Scriptures in some of the principal living lan­
guages, 
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'' The sphere of its activity--First, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the 
European Contine11t : afterwards, remoter re­
g·ions, as the state of the finances may admit, and 
the urgency of particular casn, may require. 

" The object and the sphere of such a Society, 
considered in their union, distinguish it from all 
existing Societies. 

" The Bible Society distributes the Scriptures 
only, but confines its distributions to the British 
Army and Navy. 

" The distribution of Bibles in other Societies 
forms only a part of their plan; and, with a very 
few exceptions, the exertions of those Societies 
are limited to Britain. 

" The projected Society, not refusi11g to co­
operate on the same ground, would traverse 
scenes which other Societies are, by their regu­
lations, forbidden to occupy ; and, presenting 
nothing but the inspired \·olume, would be sure 
to circulate truth, and truth alone; hereby avoid­
ing the occasio11s of controversy, and opening a 
channel into which Christians of every name 
might, without scruple, pour their charitable 
contrihutions. 

" Several persons have expressed much soli­
citude on the suhject, and, together with those 
whom it has chiefly interested, look cheerfully 
fonvard to the time when a Society, founded on 
so extensive and liberal a principle, shall be able 
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to announce, in a very public manner, its ample 
patronage, and its beneficent exertions." 

To these observations the following notice, with 
the accompanying sig·natures, was subjoined: 

" Sir, 

" The prefixed Add1·ess is respectfully sub­
mitted to your pemsal. A Public Meeting will 
be held relative to the formation of the proposed 
Society, at the London Tavern, on Wednesday 
the 7th of March, when your presence, if you 
approve the object, is requested by 

GRANVILLE SHARP, RICHARD LEA, 

WILLIAM ALERS, ALEXANDER MAITLAND, 

JOSEPH BENWELL, SAMUEL MILLS, 

HENRY BoAsE, JosEPH REYNER, 

RoBERT CowIE, HERJUAN SCHROEDER, 

SAMUEL FoYsTER, CHRISTOPHER SuNDrns, 

JosEPH SMITH GossE, GEORGE \VoLFF. 

" The chair will be taken at twelve o'clock 
precisely." 

It was in this stage of the business, and through 
the medium of the circular above-described, that 
the writer of this History became first acquainted 
with the plan on which so much has been said, 
and in the subsequent execution of which he was 
induced to take so considerable a part. As his 
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. own conduct is so greatly mixed up with the 
transactio11s which it will hP his duty to record, 
he trm-ts he shall he PxcusPd for adverting, hoth 
in thi,-: a11d in other parts of his History, to such 
particulars of a 1wrso11al natnre, as appear ncces­
:sary to the perspicuity and connection of the 
work. 

Early in the sm11mer of 180:1, the author re­
cei,-ed from Mr. Hughes, with whom he was but 
wry slightly acquainted, two copies of the Essay 
on " TllP cxcellt>ncP of the Holy Scriptures, &c." 
accompanied with a request, that he would accept 
ont> for hi,-: own use, a111l present the oth<'r to the 
Bishop of London, and solicit his Lordship"s 
patronagt> to such au Institution as that Essay 
was designed to rt>co1111nend. The author com­
plied with i<o much of Mr. Hughes's request as 
rt•,.:pccted the preseutation of his Essay to the 
Ui,-lwp; but heyond that, he neither felt himself 
authorized nor inclined to proceed. Th<' project 
for atlt'111pti11g tlw 1miver~al circulation of the 
8rriptures, and for uniting, in pursuit of that Pnd, 
tlw :\'I.embers, Pastors, and Prelates of tlH' Esta­
blishnl Church with the different Sf'Cts ancl 
denominations of Dissenters, appeart>cl to be 
fraught with so many and such invincilile diffi­
culties, that, regarding it as utterly chimerical, 
he took little pains either to mulerstand or to 
recommend it. So completely indeed had tlw 
presumption of its impracticability taken possession 
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of his mind, that he is not aware of having ginm 
the plan any further consideration, till the receipt 
of the circular revived the recollection of it; and 
the name of his intimate and valued friend 
Granville Sharp, at the head of the signatures; 
determined him to attend the Meeting, at which 
its merits were to be publicly and solemuly dis­
cussed. 

On Wednesday the 7th of March, 1804, the 
Meeting, as couvened by the circular notice, took 
place at the London Tavern, Bishopsg·ate Street. 
Having the preceding evening conferred with 
Mt·. Granville Sharp, who appeared to have 
affixed his signature, rather out of respect to the 
object, than from any particular knowledge and 
approbation of the means, the author accom• 
panied him by appointment to the scene in which 
the business was to he transacted. On entering 
the Tavern, they were conducted to a room, in 
which were seated a number of persons, dili­
gently occupied in preparing the resolutions to 
be submitted to the general body. The author 
had scarcely taken the station which the cour­
tesy of this Provisional Committee had assigned 
him, when he ohsened, among their number, 
three individuals of respectable appearance, whom, 
from wearing their hats and from the peculiarity 
of their garb, he perceived to be Quakers.* 

" The author trusts he shall not be thought to treat the 
" Society of Friends" with disrespect, by using th_at term, 
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It had long been an opinion cun-ent in the 
world, that this class of Christians entertained 
only a qualified respect for the letter of Scripture; 
and that, consequently, the Bible was very little 
read and recommended mnoni:; them. Pai-tici­
pating in the influence of this popular prejudice, 
the author could not contemplate the appearance 
of Quakers in 1,;uch a connection, without feeling 
a sort of astonishment, of which his subsequent 
experience of their conduct in the British and 
Foreign Bible Society has repeatedly made him 
ashamed. 

It would not perhaps be difficult to account 
for the origin and prevalence of a misconception 
so injurious to the character of the individuals to 
whom it applied. It was generally known that 
the Quakers were not accustomed to w,c the 
1'criptures in their assemblies for relig·ions wor-
1-hip. Their celebrated apologist, Barclay, had 
8poken of the Scriph1res in terms very different 
from those which orthodox Christians have 
been accustomed to employ; and many of their 
writers had expressed themselves on the same 
subjt·ct, after his example, in very indistinct and 
unsatisfactory language. \Vheu to these con­
siderations is added the almost utter ignomnce 

when speaking of them, by which they arc gencrallJ known 
in the world, rather than the ambiguous (though certainly 
more proper one) by which they arc known among each other. 
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which prerniled conceming the private habits 
and domestic economy of this quiet and retiring 
people, it will not be matter of surprise, that an 
opinion ><hould have been entertained of their 
indiflerence to the Scriptures, for which there 
appears in reality to ha\'e been so little foundation.* 

In fact, the peculiarities of the Quakers, both 
in sentiment and disciplinl', were of a natmc to 
keep them more widely separnted from the mass 
of the community than any other Socit>ty of 
Christians; a11d hence it re,;ulted that (with the 
e..:cPption of their exemplary morality) their real 
character was for a con8iderable period so defec­
tively known. The abolition of the slave-trade wa!I 

,, The following extract from their Yearly Epi.slle for 1815, 
will he read with unqualified pl,•asure. 

" It has affonled us much satisfaction to helieve, that the 
Christian practice of daily reading in families a portion of 
Holy :,,ni11turc, with a suhscquenl pause for retirement and 
reflection, is incrl'asing amon~ us. \Ve couceiv~ that it is 
both the duty and the interest of tl,ose who believe in the 
doctrines of the Gospel, and who possess the invaluable 
treasure of the sacred I:ecorns, frequently to recur to them 
for instruction and consolation. We are desirous that thi• 
wholesome ,lomcstic re~ulation may be adopted every where. 
Heads of families, who hil\'C themselves experienced the 
l,eul'lit of religious instruction, will do well lo consider whether., 
in this respect, they have not a nuty to discharge to their 
scnants ,md others of their houschuld. Parents, looking 
siucl'rcly for help to lb11 of whom these Scriptures testify, 
may not un!rt>queutlJ', on such Ol'casions, feel themselves 
cna~•lul and eu~a.;-cd to opeu to the minds of their interesting 
char~<·, the great truths of Christian duty and Christian 
redemption." 
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the first pnhlic 11wa!'1trP which brought them into 
contact with thl' rest of tlw community, and 
en;p1;.::ed th(•111 in a eo-partner,.hip of practil'al 
benc>nJl(•11ct• with the llll'llllwr:,; of other religioui, 
<lcnomination,-: hnt ii was rP,-;(•l'\cd fo1· the British 
and Foreig'l1 Bihle Soc·iPty lo mlar;.:;P the botm­
dari('.S of thi,, philanthropic intercourse; and to 
iucorporatP the affections and exertions of this 
lwnernlt•nt 1wople with those of their l~t•llow­
Chrislians in t', ery part of tlw world. 

Th<> reader ,,ill, it is hoped, excuse a tli;.;res 4 

i-.ion, whil'h had for its ohject to place in a just 
li;.:;ht tlu• l'harackr of a peoplP whosp sen·icc>s in 
the British ancl Forei;.:;n Bihll' Socidy have not 
l,cen ,mrpas~t•d hy those of the wannest and most 
actilf' of its llll'lllhers. It will illustrate, at the 
same tinw, the tendency of this Catholic Insti­
tution to correct the t·tTors into which Christiam• 
of e, ery dt>no111inatio11 ha,·e been betrnyf'd, in 
fon11i11,:!; tlll'ir j llllµ;111P11t of each other; and to 
incnkate upon tlwm all the necessary obligations 
ofjusticf', ca1ulor, and charity. But to return: 

Pre, iously to the termination of this prepara­
tory Hll't,tin;;:, a paper was put into the author's 
hands, ,·ontaining a Sf'rics of Hc,-olutions, acco111-
pa11i(•d "·ith a request, that, if he should approrn 
them, he "onlcl morn their adoption, m; the basis 
of the proposed Socicty. The arrang-emcuts being 
completed, the parties were uslwred into the 
great room, where a respectable company was 
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assembled, amounting to about 300 persons of 
,lifierent religious denominations. Mr. Granville 
Sharp was unanimously called to the chair, and 
so strongly was he impressed with the import­
ance of the object, that, notwithstanding his 
almo:-;t unconquerable aversion to occupy a place 
which implied such distinction, ( an aversion 
never overcome in the Committee for the Abolition 
of the Slave-trade, of which he was appointed 
perpetual Chaimian,*) he obeyed the unanimous 
call, and presided accordingly. 

• The following extract from Mr. Clarkson's History of 
the Abolition of the Slave Trade, will confirm what is stated 
above. 

" At one of these meetings, (says l\lr. Clarkson, speaking of 
the Committee for the Abolition of the Slave Trade,) a 
resolution was made, that Granville Sharp, Esq. be appointed 
chairman. This appointment, though now first formally made 
in the minute book, was always understood to ha,·e taken 
place ; but the modesty of Mr. Sharp was such, that, though 
repeatedly pressed, he would never consent to take the chair, 
and he generally refrained from coming into the room till after 
he knew it to be taken. Nor could he be prevailed upon, 
even after this resolution, to alter his conduct; for though he 
continued to sign the papers which were handed to him by 
virtue of holding this office, /u; nei-er u·as once seated as the 
chafr111an during the twmty years in wlticlt l,e attended at 
these meetings. I thought it not improper to mention thi, 
trait in his character. Conscious that he engaged in the cause 
of his fellow-creatures solely upon the sense of his duty as a 
Christian, he seems to have supposed either that he had done 
nothing extraordinary to merit such a distinction, or to have 
been fearful lest the acceptance of it should bring a stain upon 
the motive on which alone he undertook it."-Clarkson'a 
Hutory of the Abolition of the Slave Trade, vol, i. p. 449. 
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The l111sinesi,; of the day was opened hy Robert 
Cowie, E~q.; William 1\ Ins, Esq. followed; aud 
he was 1-,uccf'P1led hy Samuel Mills, Esq. 
and the Rev . .\Ir. Hu~lws. These gentlemen 
explaint>d tllf' nature aud desig·n of the pro­
jected Society; dcmonstratnl its necessity, from 
the gTi>at want of the Holy Scriptures, aud the 
insufficiency of all the means in existence to 
supply it; and in a strain of good sense, tempPratc 
zeal, and per:-;picuous information, urged the im­
portance of it" immediate establishnu•ut. After 
these speakers had sat down, there arose another 
achocatf', in the person of the Rev. Mr. Stein­
koptf, whose address corrohorated what had heen 
already advanced, and in the happiest manner 
completed the effect. The author had yielder!, 
he will confess, a reluctant assent to the pleadings 
of those by whom Mr. Steinkopff was pre­
ceded: bnt the representation which lie gaw of 
that scarcity of the Scriptures which he had 
himself ohst>rved in foreign parts ; the unaffected 
simplicity with which he described the spiritual 
wants of his German fellow-countrymen; and the 
tender pathos with which he appealed on their 
behalf to the compassion ancl rnunifict>nce of 
British Christian;,, spoke so forcibly both to the 
mind and the heart, as to suL<lue all the author's 
remainiug powers of re~istance, and decide him 
in favor of the Institution. 

After Mr. Steinkopff had resumed his seat, the 
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author rose, hy an impub:e which he had neither 
the inclination nor the power to disobey, in order 
to express his conviction, that snch an Institution 
as that which had been recommended, was mani­
fi,stly needed ; and that therefore the establish­
ment of it onght not to he rldayecl. His emotions, 
on rising·, were such, as he will not attempt to 
descrihe. Snrronndecl hy a multitucle of Chris­
tians, whose doctrinal and ritual clifferences had 
for ages kept them asunder, and who had been 
taught to regard each other with a sort of pious 
estrangement, or rather of consecrated hostility; 
and reflecting on the object and the end which 
had brought them so harmonioutaly tog·ethe1·; he 
felt an impression, which the lapse of more than 
ten years has scarcely rliminishecl, and which no 
length of time will entirely remove. The scene 
was new: nothing analogous to it had perhaps 
been exhihited before the public since Chris­
tians had begun 1o organize among each other 
the strife of separation, and to carry into their 
own camp that war which they ought to have 
waged in concert against the common enemy. 
To the author it appeared to indicate the dawn 
of a new era in Christendom; and to portend 
something like the return of those auspicious 
clays, when " the multitude of them that 
believed were of one heart and of one soul;" 
and when, as a consequence of that union, to a 
certain degree at least, " the ·word of God 
mightily grew and prevailed." 
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After g;iving utterance to these feelings, 111 the 
best way he could, the author moved, as re­
quested, the following· Resolutions. 

l. A Society shall be formed, with this designation, 

THE BRITISH AND FOilEIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY; 

of which the sole object shall be to en­
courage a wider dispersion of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

2. This Society shall add its endeavoms to those 
employed by other Socii,ties for circulating 
the Scriptures through the British domi­
nions, and shall also, according to its ability, 
extend its influence to other countries, 
whether Christiau, Mahometan, or Pagan. 

3. Each Subscriber of One Guinea armually shall 
Le a Memher. 

4-. Each Subscriber of Twenty Pounds at oue 
tinw, ;:hall he a Member for life; a Sub­
scriber or Five Guineas per a111w111, ,;hall 
Le a Governor; and a Snhscrihl•r of .Fill:y 
Pounds, or upward,;, at 01w time, shall Le 
a Governor for lifo. Govc111Qrs shall be 
entitled to attend aml vote at all the Meet­
ings of the Committee. 
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5. An Executor, paying a Beq nest of Fifty Pounds, 
shall be a Member for life; or of One Hun­
dred Pounds, or more, a Govemor for life. 

6. Each l\'Iember shall be entitled, under the 
direction of the Committee, to purchase 
Bibles and Testaments, for the purpose of 
gratuitous distribution, at the Society's prices, 
which shall be as low as possible ; but no 
English Bibles or Testaments shall be given 
away in Great Britain by the Society itself. 

7. The Annual Meeting of the Society shall be 
held in the month of May, when the Trea~ 
surer and Committee shall be chosen, the 
Accounts audited, and the Proceedings of 
the foregoing· Y car reported. 

a. The Committee shall consist of Thirty-six Mem­
bers, who shall conduct the business of the 
Society, and have power to call an extra~ 
ordinary General Meeting. Twenty-four 
of the Committee, who shall have most 
frequently attended, shall be eligible to re­
election the ensuing year. 

9. The Committee shall recommend, at the General 
Meetings, such N vblemen and Gentlemen as 
shall have rendered important Services to the 
Society, to be elected Honorary Members. 
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These Resolutions, which are inserted at length, 
that the reader may obsene the gradations of 
improvement in the coustitution of the Society, 
were adopted with unanimous demonstrations of 
cordiality and joy. The Institution was consi­
dered as established; and more than 700l. were 
immediately subscribed. 

Thus terminated the proceedings of this extra­
ordinary day, a day memorable in the experience 
of all who participated in the transactions hy 
which it was signalized; a day, to which pos­
terity will look back, as giving to the world, and 
that in times of singula1· perturbation and distress, 
an Institution for diffusing, on the grandest scale, 
the tidings of peace and salvation; a day, which 
will be recorded as peculiarly honorable to the 
character of Great Britain, and as fixing an im­
portant epoch in the l'eligious history of mankind. 

The British and Foreign Bible Society having 
thus been established, the author felt it import­
ant to make au early communication of the fact 
to the Bishop of London. On his retum there­
fore tu Fulham, he immediately addressed a 
letter to the Bishop, at that time in residence at 
London-house, St. James's Square; and as his 
Lordship was pleased to honor the author with 
much of his confidence, gave him a full and cir­
cumstantial account of the entire transaction. 

lu this communication the author stated to 
his Lordship what he had wituesscd, and how 
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PART I. he had considered it his duty to act. He men-
CHAP. I. ._.,._, tioned the evidence, which had !wen produced, 

of the want of the Scriptures, both in Great 
Britain and in foreign parts ; described the com­
prehensive principle on which the Society was 
constituted, and the spirit of candor and libera­
lity in which it had been formed; ;,;nbrnitted to 
his Lordship, that the challenge so liberally gi,·en, 
on the part of our Dissenting Brethren, ought, 
on our part, to he as liberally acceptPd; and 
expressed his conviction, that it was equally ex­
pedient for the honor of the Church, and for the 
accomplishment of the Society"s object, that the 
Ministers and Members of onr Ecclesiastical 
Establishment should ghe it their decided coun­
tenance and support. 

This representation was not lost on the enlig·ht­
ened mind and ca11did tempPr of Bishop Porteus. 
Eve1· alive to the concPrns nf religion and hmna­
nity, and extending his ,iews of resµom,ihility and 
usefulness beyond the limits of a pPculiar juris­
diction, this excellent Prelate was accustomed to 
enter with zeal into plans of g·eneral benevolence; 
and to take a real interest in whatever reg·arded 
the dissemination of trnth, and virtue, and happi­
ness, in any part of the world. A plan, therefore, 
contemplating·, as ib object, the univt>rsal circu­
lation of the Holy Scriptmes, could scarcely 
fail to meet with a favorable reception in such 
a quarter. After a reasouallle delay, the Bishop 
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replied to this communication, iu very satisfactory 
and encouraging terms. lu the course of his 
reply, his Lordship <listiuctly stated, that " he 
wry much approre<l the design of the Bible 
Society;" that " he lia<l meutioued it to seve1·al 
of his friends, who also approved of it;" but 
that he wished, for their satisfaction and his 
own, to have furthe1· information; and added, 
that if the author transmitted to him the dt'sired 
intelligence respecting the actual Subsc1·ibers and 
l\'.lernbers of the Institution, " it might materially 
promote the success of the plan."* 

" The Rev. Archdeacon Hodgson has expressed the views 
which the Bishop had in attaching himself to the s,,ciety, in 
terms, which, while they do justice lo the mlarged liberality 
of his Lordship's mind, rdlect no small credit on :he discern­
ment and the candor of his Biographer. Tlic following are 
the Archdeacou's words: 

" The plan of this Society embraced II most cxtcnsi,·e 
range of action: and in order to raise an adequate fund, it 
was thought necessary, not to confine it merely to l\Iembcrs of 
the Established Church, Lui to take in without excqition all 
rlenominations of Christians. But then, on the other hand, it 
was laid down as it primary and fundamental rule, from which 
there was in oo instance to Le the slightest deviation, that its 
-sole and exclusive object should be tl,c circulation of /Ii, 
8cript1wcs, and the Scriptu,·rs only, without note 01· comment. 

" A limitation thus absolute and unequivocal, removed from 
the Bishop"s min<l all doubt and hesitation. 11" saw instantly 
that a design of sul'h magnitude, which aimed at nothin1; less 
than the dispersion of the Bible o,-er every accessiLle part of 
the world, could he accomplished only Ly the association of 
men of all religious pcrsua,ions. He looked forward to great 
results from such a combination of clforl. He ent~rtained 
111.e hope, that it might operate a~ a bond of onion bctwec11 

VOL. I, E 

49 

PART I. 
CHAP. I. 

-----



PARTI. 

CHAP. I. 
--.-., 

HISTORY OF THE BRITISH 

While this neg·ociation was proceeding with the 
Bishop of London, very active and unremitted 
exertions were made to complete the internal 
organization of the Society, and adapt it to 
general acceptance and suppo1t. Nothing had 
been determined on the 7th of March, beyond the 
simple act of establishing a Society under the 
designation of " The British and Foreign Bible 
Society," and the adoption of certain elementary 
propositions, as the outline of its future cousti­
tution. A Committee had in<leed been nomi­
nate<l ; but the appoi11tme11t of officers, the 
selection of patronage, and the adjustment of all 
the practical 111achi11ery, were measures which 
remained to be executed; an<l the execution of 
them was atten<led with difficulties, which, had 
the object of the Society been less <lefinite, and 
the attachment to it less sincere, woul<l, in all 
human probability, ha,e proved insuperable. 

contending parties; and that by bringing them together io 
one point of vast moment, about which there could hardly he a 
diversity of opinion, it might gradually allay that bitteruesa 
of dispute, and put an end to those unhappy divisions, which 
bad so long tarnished the credit of the Christian world. Whilst 
therefore he remained firmly attached to the original Society, 
whose exertions, as far as its limited sphere allowed, no ouc 
ever held in higher estimation, he gave at the same time 
the sanction of his name without scruple to the new one; and 
the more he considered its obj eel, and the longer experience 
he had of the spirit and principles on which it was conducted, 
the more deeply he was convincecl, that it merited all the 
s11pport which the Churcb of England could give it." 
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The Committee llo111i11atC'(l at the fol'mation 
of the Society, and on which these executive 
measnn•s had dcrnh ed, con~iste(I of individuals, 
hig·hly respectable, and co11sci!'11tiously devoted 
to the sen·icc of the lustitutioll. Uut the cliver-
1Sity of religious sentirnent, counection, and deno­
mination, by which they were characterized, may 
naturally be supposed to have thrown ;,erious 
obstacles in the way of that mutual understand­
ing which iis the only sure basis of a sincere and 
steady co-operation. Nevel', perhap;;, befol'e wet'e 
thirty-six persons hl'onght togethel' for the pl'O• 
secution and attainment of a common purpose, 
whose views, and habits, and prejudice,.;, exhibited 
a greater aud more unpromising variety. Strangers 
in many instances to each other's pcl'sons, and 
not a little disaffected to each other's religious 
systems, they had to struggle against feelings to 
which time and mutual alienation had given in a 
manner the authority of principles; and to balance 
the mine of the ohject itself against that of the 
minor considerations which must be sacrificed 
in orcle1· to attain it. It is not therefore to bQ 
wondered at, that, in the outset of their pro­
ceeding><, a Committee thus composed ilhould 
experience 110 ordinary embarrassment. A sense 
_of propriety dictated, that parties so strangely 
diversified should mutually advance towar<lij 
each othei· with wariness and reserve : and it is 
natural to conclude, that in the exercise of this 
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caution, they would occasionally betray those 
emotions of jealousy, which served to demon­
strate, how much they were indebted to the 
influence of the Bible for effecting their approxi­
mation to a common standard. 

These observations must be considered ali 

chiefly applying to the state of the Committee, 
antecedently to that improvement which it after­
wards received; and they are made in this place, 
in order that the reader may be the better quali­
fied to estimate the difficulties attending the 
accomplishment of those measures which we 
are now to relate ; an<l which, while they com­
pleted the draught of the Society's constitution, 
laid the foundation of that mutual confidence, 
cordiality, and co-operation, by which its Com­
mittee hm;e been, and continue to be, so honor­
ably distinguished.• 

The first of the measures referred to was the 

" In proof of what is stated above, ma)· he adduced the 
following testimony delivered by the Riglit lion. the Clmn­
cellor of the Exchequer, at the Eighth Anniversary of the 
Institution. 

"I ha1•e entered verv consicleral>lv into the details ofbusinesi 
in the Committee; I· liavc alte111.i"ecl many of its meetings; 
and I wish to bear this public testimony to the harmony, 
candor, and impartiality, with which the concerns of the 
Society are conducted: that fro1u the part taken, and the 
1cntimc11ts uttered, by the persons who take the lead in the 
conduct of the Society's affairs, I slwn!d not be aule to 
1.1certain wlio are Churchmen :.uni who ·are Dissenters." 
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.. appointment of a Secretary. On the 12th of 
March, only five days subsequently to that on 
which the Society was fornH·cl, the subject was 
started in a full meeti11g; of tlw Committee; and a 
respectable 111e111ber, after passi11g· a deserved 
encomium on the tale11ts, the character, and the 
senices of that individual to whom the Society 
was so eminently indebted for its origin and 
for111ation, concluclt:>d by movi11g, that the Ilev. 
Joseph Hug·hes be appointed Secretary to the 
Institution. Under a sense of cluty, the author 
took upon himself the painful, and apparently 
invidious task of ohjccting to such an appoint­
ment. \Vithout questio11i11g the purity of those 
motives by which the proposer was actuated, or 
the justice of that commendation which he had 
bestowed 011 the indi,·idnal proposed, the author 
Yenture<l to n·il:-esPnt, i11 strong terms, both the 
impropriety and the impolicy of constituting a 
Dis:,enting Minister, however highly respectable 
and meritorious, the Secretary of an Institution 
which was designed to unite the whole body 
of Christians, and for which its Directors had 
evinced so laudable an anxiety to ohtain the 
patroua~e and co-operation of the Established 
Church. 

Into this view of the suhject, both the mo Yer of 
the question, and the Committee at large, most 
readily entered; and it was immediately perceived 
lhat the objection might he remove<l, by asso~ 
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ciating in the appointment, with the Rev. Mr. 
Hughes, a Clel'gyman of the Established Chttl'ch . 
Au amendment to this effect was proposed, a11d 
unanimously adopted ; aud the anthol' was in­
vited to accept the situation. Highly as he 
estimated the honor which such au im·itation im­
plied, he respectfully, but perernptol'ily, d<>dined 
it. Iu so doing, he assigned, as the ground of 
his refusal, his domestic, parochial, and other 
employments; and directed the attention of the 
Committee to the H.ev. Jo,-iah Pratt, B. D. Secre­
tary to the Chul'ch Missionary Society, at that 
time present, as a pel'son who united the tale11ts 
and experience which such an office might be 
supposed to require. To this recommendation 
the Committee acceded; and the Rev. Josiah 
Pratt and the H.ev. Joseph Hughes were ap• 
pointed Secretaries accordingly. 

The Committee now appeared to think that 
they had paid cine 1·egard to every consideration 
which claimed their attention, and had rendered 
their Secretariat department complete; when 
an individual* arose, and ohsened, that the wol'k 
was imperfect, and that a serious deficiency still 
remained to be supplied. Provision had, he said, 
been made for the Establishnwnt and the Dis-

• This indi,idual was William Alers, Esq. a Gentleman of 
known phih1nlhropJ, and who look a prominent and useful 
part iu the Meeting at "hie!, the Society was formed. 
See p. 43. 
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senters, but none for the l<oreign Churches. 
He therefore recommended, that another office 
should be create<l, that of J<oreign Secretary; 
and that it should ht.' cm1fenwl on a Gentleman, 
who had already manilested his disposition and 
his ability to serve the Society--the Rev. Mr. 
Stei11kopff. On the proposal, as it n•.~pccted 
both the office and the individual, there was 
but one opinion; and the result was, that the 
Uev. l\fr. Steinkopff was unanimously added to 
the number of the Sccretaries. 

Thus i-uddenly, and as it were by casualty, 
was the plan which regulates the Secretaryship 
of the Society concerte,l aud mature,!. The 
progress of an hour carried the Committee 011, 

from the hasty :;:uggestion of a short-sighted 
attachment to the wi:se determination of a liberal 
policy ; an,: nw Meeting, which comnienced 
with a proposition calculated to gratify one sec­
tion only of the Chri:stian community, terminated 
in a conclusion, which, from its compreheusive 
provisions, was adapted to satisfy, to conciliate, 
and to unite all classes of Christians, both at 
home and abl'Oad. 

The principal offices in the Secretaryship 
having been thus 8atisfactorily fillPcl up, the 
attention of the Committee was, at their next 
Meeting, directe<l to the appoiutmeut of an 
Assistant Secretary and Collector. It was their 
nteution to unite the two occupations in one 
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PART 1. and the same officer. Two individuals, l\fr. 
CHAP. I. __ ,_, Joseph Tarn, and Mr. Thomas Smith, were 

nominated as candidates for this office, with 
recommendations so strong, so highly approved, 
and so equally balanced, as to make it difficult 
for the Committee to determine, which of the 
two it would be their duty to prefer, or how 
they could in fact accept either, without. the risk 
of wounding some feeling, and sacrificing some 
advantage, by rejecting the other. With that 
spirit of wisdom and accommodation which has 
characterized their earliest and their latest 
proceedings, they decided to avail themselves 
of the services of both. The respective depart­
ments of these two officers were assigned with 
admirable precision by a ,,cry intelligent Sub­
Committee; and both the choice of the indi­
viduals, and the distrihution of their employ­
ments, were afterwards justified by an ample 
and beneficial experience. 

The next steps which were taken respected 
a plan for new modelling the Committee,--a 
revision of the Laws,--and certain other steps 
of inferior moment, which had for their object 
to regulate the internal machinery of the Insti­
tution. 

The first of these, the plan for new modelling 
the Committee, was a measure, which for the 
felicity of thought with which it was conceived, 
the good temper on all sides with which it was 
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executed, and the practical achantagcs with 
which it hris bPc11 filllowed, desen·es to be par­
ticularly related anrl Pxplained. 

By the t·iµ;hth rc~olulion, as sPttled at tlw for­
matio11 of ti)(' Society 011 lhl' 7th of Mal'ch, it 
was enacted, that the {.;0111111ittee fol' co11ducti11g 
its Jm,;iness " should consi;,t of thirty-six Mem­
ber,;,'' Nothing wa.:, however, stated or de­
finnl in that resolntiou, as to the description 
which these Members should answer, or th~ 
religfons communion to which they should re­
spectively belo11g. They were cho;,;pn therefore, 
indiscriminatPly, fr0111 the Epi,wopal Oergy, 
Dissenting Minister,.;, and thf' Laity at large; 
with little refereuce to any other qualification, 
than that of known or reputed attachment to 
religion, and either ascertainerl or probable l'egard 
for the object and success of the Institution. 

It appeared, upon reflectiou, that a list, which 
,i1hould exhibit such a combination as would 
naturally al'ise from so desultory a choice, might 
excite a prejudice against the de:signs of the 
Society, and give it that aspect in the eyes 
of the public, which would preclude it from 
general support. It was further considered, 
that it would be highly inexpedient to let the 
composition of a horly, eutmsted with the 
direction of the Socit•ty·s affairs, remain wholly 
undefined; and to leave the annual election 
of its Members to the uncertain operation of 
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casual and unregulated feeling. A plan was 
therefore concerted for modelling the Committee 
011 a principle which should define the respec­
tive prnportions of Churchmen, Dissenters, and 
}coreigners; and prescribe such other regulations 
as might obviate prejudice, prevent invidious 
competition, and maintain imiolate the exercise 
of those rights Loth of conscience and judg­
ment, which no constituent part of the Committee 
were either expected or disposed to surrender. 

According to this plan, it was determined, that 
the Committee should consist exclusively of Lay­
men; that of the thirty-six Members, to which 
number it was limited, six should be Foreigners, 
resident in, or near the Metropolis; and of the 
remaining thirty, one half should he Members of 
the Established Church, and the other half Mem­
bers of other Christian denominations. In order, 
however, to secure the services of the Clergy 
ancl of Ministers generally, provision was made 
for their admission to a seat and a vote in the 
Committee, on the tenus which made them 
Members of the Society; a provision, which, 
while it concealed their namers, recognized their 
privileges, and retained their co-o:,cration. The 
merit of this plan belongs wholly to the Rev. 
Josiah Pratt: and when it is considered with 
whom the Society originated, and under what 
sort of influence its first Committee had been 
formed, it will appear. that it must have required 
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much enc-r;!'~' 011 the one- part, mid no less mode­
ration 011 the other, to arcomplish a measure 
which inYohPd so many aucl such material 
changPs. The' snhjC'cl was iudC'C'd wry frpe)y 
fliscns,-('d; and ohjC'ctious ,wrP mg·f•d against 
parcelling· out tlw Committee by li11Ps of re­
ligious disti11Ptio11: b11t the di.~cnssion was con­
ducted thmnghont i11 a Christian spirit; and 
ended in a unanimous determination, to adopt 
the proposed impron.'ments in all thPir extent. 

So considt>rablP au alteration, or rather enlarge­
ment, of the hiw which directed the appoint­
ment of the ComrnittC'e, demanded, to re11der 
it valid and gfre it operation, the sanction of a 
General MePting; and it appearing desirable 
to take adYantag·e of snch an occasion to con­
solidate tllf' Pstahlishment and «-'xtend the repu­
tation of the Society, a resolution was formed, 
that the whole of its regulations should be care­
fully re,ist>d, and a finished draught of the con­
stitution be pr<'parcd for the approbation of the 
general body. 

\Vhile the husinn;s created Ly this resolution 
was proceeding, a chaugc was projected and 
accomplished in the office of the St>cretary for 
the Established Church. The proposition which 
led to it originated with the Rev. Mr. Pratt, 
who made such a representation to the Com­
mittee, as disposed them to concur with him 
in believing, that it would Le for the advantagfi 
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of the lnstitutiou, if the author could be induced 
to occupy the station which had been so ably 
and be1w1icially filled by himself. The grounds 
upon which the author's consent was solicited, 
were such as seemed scarcely to leave him 
an option. He therefore acquiesced in the pro­
posed arrangement, and the change took place 
accordingly. l\'lr. Pratt had been appointed 
Secretary on the 12th of March ; on the 23d of 
April his ,,oluntary resignation was accepted, and 
the author was appointed to succeed him. The 
conduct of Mr. Pratt in this transaction was too 
creditable to the integrity of his mind, and his 
imperiority to the desire of personal distinction, 
not to attract the notice and excite the gmtitude 
of the Committee. They marked their sense of 
his genernsity by a testimony of their warmest 
approbation ; ancl ,·oted him their unanimou~ 
thanks " for his wry disinterested attention to 
the welfare of the Institution." 

In the same interval too, within which the 
·circumstance just mentioned occurred, and while 
the business of internal organization was in pro­
gress, attention was directed to such measures of 
external anangement as might hereafter conduce 
to the Society's domestic and foreign operations. 
A train was laid for ascertaining, as widely as 
possible, the want of the Sc1·iptures ; and every 
thing was done, which zeal could prompt, and an 
Institution but partially forllled could be ex1)ected 
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to achieve, in order to promote inquiry, and to 
engage a friendly an<l active co-operation both at 
home and abroad. 

The revised plan of the Society being now pre­
pared, and ha~ing received the approbation of 
the Committee, a General Meeting of the sub­
l!icrihers and friends of the Institution was pub­
licly advertised for ,v ednesday the 2d of May; 
and the Right Hon. Lord Teignmouth, whose 
name had appeared among the earliest in the list 
of contributors, was respectfully solicited, thl'Ough 
his personal friend Zachary Macaulay, Esq., an 
_active, judiciou~, and most usefol Member of the 
Committee, to take the chair on that occasion. 
To this application his Lordship yery promptly 
acceded : but ill-health compelling him to retract 
his eng·agement, GranYille Sharp, Esq., the former 
chairman, was rerp1estecl to repeat his senices, 
in the same capacity; and with this request, 
howewr little cougeuial with his personal feeli11g;r,;. 
he kindly complied. 

On the day appoiutPd, the meeting was held, ir1 
the i-ame room at the London Tavern in which 
the SociC'ly had h!.'ell formed. Gra11ville Sharp, 
Esq. pre:-ided, with his characteristic urbanity 
and att£>ntinu. A Report was rC'ad, purporting 
that the Comu1itt0e had bee11 occupied in 01wni11g 
commuilicatio11s Yrith various persous of iutluence 
in different parts of the United Ki11gdo111, and of 
the Couti11ent, for the purpose of ol,tai11i11g 
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intelligence, augmenting the funds of the Society, 
ancl otherwise promoting its interests. The 
amended plan of the Society's regulations was 
then presented, and unanimously approYed and 
adopted. The attendance and exertions of 
William Wilberforce, Esq. added much to the 
interest of the day. He addressed the meeting 
in a speech of equal animation and judgment 
,vhile he encouraged the Members of the So­
ciety to proceed in their undertaking with an 
ardor becoming the object and the end, he 
cautioned them against precipitating their mea­
smes, and urg·ed upon them the extreme im­
portance of guarding against premature and 
ostentations publicity. The observations of Mr. 
Wilberforce produced, as they arc accustomed 
to do, a very sensible effect; and the meeting 
separated, with an increa .. ed comiction of the 
excellence of their cause, and a confirmed reso­
lution to unite with their zeal in the prosecution 
of its interests that discretion which hacl been so 
opportunely and impressively recommended. 

The constitution of the Society, as re,·ised and 
amended, having thus received the sanction of 
the general body, preparation was now made for 
setting its powers in motion, and directing the 
machinery of which it consisted, to the objects 
upon which it was hereafter to be so actively 
employed. With this view, an early day waa 
fixed upon for the firi;t meetin" of the Lar Com-
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mittee, in order that it might be ascertained, with 
the least possible loss of time, on whom the 
Society might depend for engaging to conduct 
the practical business of the Institution. The 
result of this meeting was the definitive appoint­
ment of that Committee, from the individuals who 
had signified thei1· acceptance of the nomination, 
and from such others as were proposed and ap­
proved, in the place of those who had declined. 
The following list will show who the parties were 
to whom the honor belongs of having served in 
the first Committee of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, after it had acquired a regular 
and permanent constitution. 

WILLIAM ALERs, Esq. 

T. BABINGTON, Esq. 

TnoMAs B1rnNARD, Esq. 

JosEPH BENWELL, Esq. 

Wu.soN BIRKDEcK, Esq. 

HENRY lloAsE, Esq. 

JosEPH BuNNEI.L, Esq. 

J. BuTTERWORTH 1 Esq. 

RoBERT Cowrn, Esq. 

CLLARLES C1tAWFonu, Esq. 

JoHN FE:-.l'i, Esq. 

SEBASTIAN F111DAG, Esq. 

CHARLES GRA'iT, Esq. 

CLAES 01111.1., Esq. 

JosP.rn HARDCASTLE,Esq. 

W. HENRY HOARE, Esc1, 

THOMAS HoosoN, Esq . 

.,OUN DANIE). llOiiE, faq. 

RonRRT How ARD, Esq. 

R. LEA, Esq. Alderman. 

ZACHARY MACAULAY, Esq. 

A. MAITI,AND1 Esq. 

A~rnnosE MARTIN, Esq. 

SA)IUEL M1us, Esq. 

JosEPH ilEYNEII, Esq. 
H. SCHROEDER, Esq. 

GnANVILLE S11,111p, Esc1, 

It. STAINFORT11, Esq. 

JosEl'II S)IITII, Esq. 

J,1)1Es STEPUE:-1, Esq. 

HonEIIT S·rEVEN, Esq. 

C. Susnius, Esq. 

ANTHONY WAGNEn, Esq. 
\V. \V1LBF.RFORCE, E!iq, 

JosEPH W11.s0N, Esq. 

GEoRGJ. Wo1.n, E.q. 
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The practical machinery of the Society having 
been so far adjusted, its prin<'iples defined, its 
officers appointed, and its Committee deter-­
mined, it now became necessary to devise means 
for rendering the Institution properly known; and 
by a fair exposition of its nature, its views, and 
its actual qualifications, to make way for its 
obtaining respectable patronag·e and competent 
:mpport. \Vith this view, a Prospectus was 
prepared; and directions were given, that it 
should be printed, and widely distributed. The 
PJ"ospectus was as follows : 

" BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY. 

" A Society having been formed with the above 
designation, it has'· been judged expedient to 
submit to the public a brief statement of the 
,·easons which exist for imch a Society, of the. 
1,pecilic object which it embraces, and of the 
principles by which its operntio11s will be directed. 

'' The reasons which call for such an Institu­
tion, chiefly refer to the prevalence of ignorance, 
liUperstition, and idolatry, o,·er so laJ"ge a portion 
of the world; the limited nature of the respectable 
Societies now in existence, and their acknow­
ledgccl immfficiency to supply the demand for 
Bibles in the United Kingdom and Foreign Coun­
tries; and the recent attempts which have been 
made on the part of infidelity to discredit the 
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rvidence, vilify the character, and destroy the 
influence of Christianity. 

" The exclusi,·e object of this Society is, to 
diffo1<c the• k11owlcdge of the Holy Scriptures, by 
circulating thPm in the ditlt•rent languag·es spoken 
throughout Great Britain a11d Ireland ; and also, 
according· to the extent of its fu11ch-, by promoting 
the printing of thf'm in foreign languages, and the 
distribution of them in foreign countries. 

" The principles upon which this undertaking 
will be conducted, are as comprehensi\e as thf' 
nature of the object sng·gests that they should be. 
In thf' execution of the plan, it is proposed to 
embrace the common support of Christians at 
large; ancl to invite the concurrence of persons 
of every description, who profess to regard the 
Scriptures as the proper Standard of Faith. 

" It may be nece~sary to add, in solicitiug the 
1:ountenance of the public, that, in consequence 
)f thC' enlarged means of instruction which the 
lower classes of this country have eujoyed of 
.ate years, a desire of pernsiug the Scriptmes 
ms considerably incrt!ased among them : and 
1bo that in Walei-, Ireland, Switzerland, Ger­
nany, Denmark, and other parts of the world, 
Bibles are greatly wanted, and in some are 
;ought with au eag-nnes:,;, "'hich, hut for au­
.hentic assurance8 to that ef-lect, would scarcely 
)e credited." 

Before, however, this Prospectus had been 
VOL. I. F 
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carried through the press, an event occurred. 
which, by giving to the Society a President, in 
the person of Lord Teignmouth, with whose 
name the reader is already acquainted, fitted it 
for appearing befol'e the public with more pro­
priety of character, and with a surer prospect of 
acceptance and effect. 

An event of so great importance to the future 
interests of the Society requires to be distinctly 
accounted for and unfolded. The train of circum­
stances shall thel'eforc be described, which led to 
the happy determination, by which the affairs of 
the Institution were placed under the supreme 
direction of a 110bleman so peculiarly qualified 
in all respects to preside in its councils, guide 
its operations, and promote its success. 

From the time when it was resolved to model 
the Society on a principle which might recom­
mend it to general approbation, it became an 
object of serious attention with the Committee, to 
look out for such patronage as might shield their 
undertaking from the charge of insignificance, and 
stamp it with the recommendatory sanction of 
some high and honorable name. Various meet­
ings were helcl in reference to this object, ante­
cedently to the beginning of May; but from the 
unfinished state of r he Society's plan, and the 
urgency of thos1:: measures which 'related to its 
completion, nothing decisive on the subject of 
patronage was, or indeed could be, concluded. 
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When, howevrr, by the determination of the 2d of 
May, those difficulties were removed, and the 
Institution was considered as definitively con­
!'ltituted and acceptPd, a patron was felt to he 
the next desideratum in the order of its attain­
ments; and that dei-;ideratnm was, as we shall 
presently see, most seasonably and providentially 
supplied. 

The Bishop of London having, agreeably to 
his custom, re,mmed about this time his residence 
-at Fulham, the author had more frequent and 
easy opportunities of communicating with his 
Lordship on the Society's affairs, with the pro­
µ-ress of which he had taken care to make his 
Lordship regularly acquainted, ancl in which the 
Bishop took a lively and increasing interest. On 
the morning of May the 14th, the author had 
an interview with his Lordship at the palace, 
previously to setting out in order to attend a 
meeting of the Committee, which had been sum­
moned for that day. In the course of a long 
conversation relative to the state and the pros­
pects of the Society, the author took occasion to 
express to his Lordship the anxiety which the 
Committee now felt to procure for the Institution 
a suitable patron. " Lord Teig·11111011th" (said the 
Bishop, with his charactnistic quickness of man­
ner) " is one of your Subscribers, and he would 
make you an excellent President." Availing him­
tielf of thi11 happy suggestion from sucb a quarter, 
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the author proceeded to the Committee, which 
he found very numerously attended; and seized 
the earliest opportunity to propose,• that the Right 
Hon. Lord Teignmouth should be respectfully 
tsolicited to become the President of the Society. 
The individual on whom, by a happy contin(!;ency, 
the honor of making this proposition had devolved, 
possessed no other knowledge of this illustrious 
nobleman, than what he had derived from his 
Lordship's literary performance, as the Biographer 
of Sir William Jone.:, and his reputation as the 
patron of religion and an example of its influence 
while discharging the functions of Governor­
General of Bengal. To few of the parties who 
composed that assembly, was his Lordship's 
character altogether unknown, and to some it 
was known in a degree which enabled them to 
bear testimony to its excellence, from intimacy 
and personal observation. Thus qualified in him­
i;elf, and recommended by a Prelate whom good 
men of every persuasion agreed to love and 
revere, Lord Teignmouth was pronounced, by the 
unanimous judgment of the fullest Committee 
which had yet met together, worthy to preside 

·• The proposition was seconded bv the Rev. Rowland Hill, 
A. M. who, after observing, that, in his opinion, Lord Teign­
mouth was in all respects a fit person to become the President 
of the Society, added, that as it was understood that the 
appointment was recommended by their excellent Oioceson, the 
Committee, he was sure, would agree with him, that it would 
be their duty to comply with his Lordship's recommendation. 
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ovn- the British and J.'oreig11 Bible Society; and 
the author was instruct,,d oflicially to request, in 
tht:' name of the Committee, that his Lordship 
would be pleased to accPpt of the station. With 
this request hi8 Lordship sig;nified his ready com­
pliance; and as his conduct i11 the Society has so 
fully redeemed the pledge which he gave, when 
he accepted the office assigned him, it may gratify 
the reader to see in what terms that acceptance 
was expressed. 

" Sir, Clapham, May 16, 1804. 

" I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of yom letter of yesterday, informing me that 
the Committee of the British and :Foreign Bible 
Society had done me the honor to nominate me 
the President of their Society. 

" Concurring as I do most heartily in the views 
of the Society, I cannot he,;itate a moment to ac­
::ept the honor which the CommittPe have thought 
1roper to confer upon me; in the determination 

; o afford all the assistance in my power in pro­
! 110ting the important ol\ject of the Association. 

" I beg leave to add my regret at being pre­
I ented by ill health from attending the meeting_s 
, f the Committee. 

1' I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most Obedient, 

1 he Rev. J. Owen, 
Ser:rttary, ~,. 

F 3 
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On the 11th of June, Lord Teignmouth macle 
his appearance in the Committee, and took 
his place for the first time in that chair which 
he regularly afterwards occupied, whenever in­
disposition 01· other unavoidable avocations did 
not prevent him, with equal advantage to the 
business of the Society, and satisfactiou to all its 
conductors. 

The crisis at which this appointment took 
place, rendered it particularly favorable to the 
interests of the infant Institution. As the Pro­
spectus had not yet passed through the press, 
an opportunity was thereby afforded of sending 
it forth into the world under the auspices of 
a name which could not fail at once to accredit 
and to recommend it. 

The organization of the Society was now 
advanced to a state of proficiency, which placed 
it within one degree only of systematic perfection. 
Nothing was wanted to meet the views and 
11atisfy the wishes of its liberal conductors, but 
a decided recognition of it on the part of the 
Established Church, through the patronage of 
some ()f its Prelates. Nor was a consumma-. 
tion, so g1·eatly desired by all parties in the Com­
mittee, much longer delayed. On the 15th o( 
May, the day after Lord Teignmouth's nomi­
nation to the Presidency, the Bishops of London 
and Durham sent in their names as Subscribers 
of five guineas annually to the funds of the 
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Society ; and before the close of the ensuing 
June, both these Prelates, tog·ether with the 
Bishops of Exeter (now Salisbury) and St. 
David's, accepted respectively the office of 
Vice-President. By the 27th of July this list 
was augmented with the names of Sir William 
Pepperell, Bart, Vice-Admiral (now Lord) 
Gambier, Charles Grant, Esq., and William 
Wilberforce, Esq.; and these, together with the 
late Henry Thornton, Esq., who had allowed his 
name to stand as Treasurer from the commence­
ment of the Society, filled up those stations, 
which, next to that of the President, determined 
the character and fixed the respectability of the 
Institution. 

It only remains to arlcl a brief statement of 
what was done, in order to bring the laws and 
regulations to that form which they ultimately 
assumed, and in which they may he considered 
as exhibiting the perfection of the system. i, It 
appears from the Minutes of the Society, that 
on the 11th of J unc a letter was read from the 
author of this History, prevented by indisposition 
from attendance, recommending a further re­
vision of the laws. The matter being referred to 
a Sub-Committee, various alterations, retrench-

4 This is to be understood as applying to the Paren\ 
Institution only, Auxiliary Societies, &c. not being a part of 
the original system, but having grown accidentally out of it, 
operation. 
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m<' 11l~. :lild additions, were sug·gested, which, after 
:sni; :i! .J,· di:scussion and amendment, were adopted. 
A i :u!,, ilefore the first Anniversary, an addition 
or 1h' following clause, viz. " The only copies in 
the lauguage of the United Kingdom to be cir­
culated by the Society shall be the authorized 
version, without note or comment;" was made 
to the firi,t regulation. This article, which only 
expressed what the framers of the Society had 
always intended, was adopted on the recom­
mendation of the author, in consequence of a 
seasonable and judicious sug·gestion from the 
Bishop of London;* and it was rendered still 
more perspicuous and definite in 181 I'!' by an 

• In the Minutes of a Meeting held by the framers of 
the ~ociety ou the llth of February, 1803, the following memo­
randum appears: 

" That the translation of the Scriptures established by 
public authority be the only one in the English language, to be 
adopted by I he Society." 

The omission of this article in the draught of the Society's 
rules must have been altogether au oversight; and the man­
ner in which it was supplied, shows the advantage of that 
superint,·ndence which the rulers of the Established Church 
have it in their power to exercise as patrons of the Institution. 

t The amended rules are thus introduced in the Reporh 
as respectively specified: 

Extract from the First Report, (1805.) 

" Your Committee, before they conclude their Report, 
recommend to the Society the revision of its regulations; 
suggesting some proposed additions and alterations, which 
appeared to them necessary. These will be duly noticed, 
uhen the regulations, in the form proposed, are suhu1itted 
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alteration in the arrangement of the words. An 
article was added in 1807, authorizing the Com­
mittee to nominate such persons as had rendered 
essential services to the· Society " Honorary 
Life Members;" and this power was, in 1808, 
enlarged to the nomination of " Honorary Life 
Governors."' These changes, and the periods 

to the consideration of the Society. And your Committe<e 
will only now point out an addition to the first article, in 
perfect conformity to the principle of the Society, and merely 
explanatory of its object. With the proposed addition, and 
a slight verbal alteration, the article stands thus: 

' The designation of this Society shall be, " The British and 
Foreign Bible Society;" the sole object of which shall be, 
to encourage a wider circulation of the Holy Scriptures: 
the only copies in the languages of the United Kingdom to 
he circulated by the Society, shall be the authorized version. 
without note or comment.'" 

Extract from the Seventh Report, (1811.) 
u On a general view of the Society's transactions during 

the last year, your Committee are fully authorized to con­
gratulate its lllembers on the increase of its influence and 
efficiency. The prosperity is, under God, to be attributed 
to the simplicity of its o~ject, and the fidelity with which that 
object has been pursued, both at home and abroad. Anxiou• 
to secure the continuance of this conduct by every possible 
precaution, your Committee suggest the expediency of altering 
the arrangement of the words, ' without note or commeut; 
in the first article of the constitution, with a view to render 
it more perspicuous and explicit. The rule will then stand 
as follows: 

• The designation of this Society to he " The British and 
Foreign Bible Society," of which the sole object shall be, 
to cucnurage a wider circulation of the Holy Scriptures 
without note or commenl: the only copies iu the languages of 
the United Kingdom to l.,e circulated by the Society, shall bi, 
the autbori~ed version.'" 
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at which they were respectively made, are thus 
minutely recorded, in order that the reader may 
see the improvements progressively introduced 
by experience and observation: and the subject 
shall be closed by a view of the laws and regu­
lations as finally determined in 18ll; that being 
the state in which they may be considered (in 
the language before employed) as exhibiting the 
perfection of the system. 

LAWS AND REGULATIONS 

OP THE 

BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY 

J. THE Designation of this Society shall be 
THE BRITISH AND :FouEIGN BIBLE So­
CIETY, of which the sole object shall be, 
to encourage a wider circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures, without note 01· comment. 
The only Copies in the Languages of the 
United Kingdom to be circulated by the 
Society, shall be the authorized version. 

2. This Society shall add its endeavours to 
those employed by other Societies, for cir­
culating the Scriptures through the British 
Dominions ; and shall also, according to 
its ability, extend its influence to other 
countries, whether Christian, Mahometan, 
or Pagan. 
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3. Each Subscriber of One Guinea annually, 
shall be a Member. 

-4. Each Subscriber of Ten Guineas at one time, 
shall be a Member for Life. 

5. Each Subscriber of Five Guineas annually, 
shall be a Governor. 

6. Each Subscriber of Fifty Pounds at one 
time, or who shall, by one additional pay­
ment, increase his original Subscription to 
Fifty Pounds, shall be a Governor for Life. 

~- Governors shall be entitled to attend and 
vote at all Meetings of the Committee. 

8. An Executor, paying a bequest of Fifty 
Pounds, shall be a Member for Life; or of 
One Hundred Pouuds, a Governor for 
Life. 

~- A Committee shall be appointed to conduct 
the business of the Society, consisting of 
Thirty-six Laymen, Six of whom shall he 
l;oreigners, resident in London or its 
vicinity, hall' the remaincl<~r shall be .Mem­
bers of the Church of England, and the 
other half Members of other denominations 
of Christians. Twenty-seven of the above 
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munber, who shall have most frequently 
attended, shall be eligible for re-election 
for the ensuing year. 

The Committee shall appoint all Officers, 
except the Treasmer, and call special 
General Mt>etings, and shall he charged 
with procuring for the Society suitable 
patronage, both British and .Foreign. 

IO. Each Member of the Society shall be en­
titled, under the direction of the Com­
mittee, to pmchase Bibles and Testaments 
at the Society's prices, which shall be as 
low as possible. 

11, The Annual Meeting of the Society shall be 
held on the first Wednesday in • May, 
when the Treasmer and Committee shall 
be chosen, the Accounts presented, and 
the Proceedings of the foreg·oing year 
reported. 

12. The President, Vice-Presidents, and Trea­
surer, shall be considered, ex '!fficio, Mem­
bers of the Committee. 

13. Every Clergyman or Dissenting Minister 
who is a Member of the .Society, shall be 
e1{titled to attend and vote at all Meetings 
of the Committee. 
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14. The Senetaries, for the time being, shall 
he ,·om,idercd a:. MP111her,-: of the Co111-
111ittee; h11t 110 pc·r:so11 cll'rivin~ auy emolu­
llll'llt frolll tlw Socit'ty ,-:hall ha,e that 
pri,ilege. 

15. At the Gcueral Me0tin~"', and Meetings of 
the Co111mittee, the President, or in his 
absence the Vice-President first upon the 
list, then present; and in the absence of 
all the Vice-PresidPnts, the Treasurer, and 
in his absence, such i\'lemher as shall be 
voted for that purpose, ishull preside at the 
Meeting. 

16. The Committee shall meet 011 the First 
Monday in every Month, or oftener if 
necessary. 

17. The Committee shall have the power of 
nominating such persons as have 1·e11dered 
essential services to this Institution, either 
Members for Lite, or Governors for Liff'. 

18. The Committee shall also have the pow-er of 
nominating Honorary Memheris from among 
Foreigners who have prnmoted the objects 
of this Society. 

l!I. The whole of the Minutes of every General 
Meeting shall he signed by the Chairman. 
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Such was the origin of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society; and such were the principal steps 
by which it was trained, from its elementary 
existence in a crude suggestion and in unpromis­
ing obscurity, to the ripeness of its plan in a 
n·ell-digested system, an organized establishment, 
tnd a regular and dignified patronage. 

In canying the mind back throug·h the several 
:ransactions and occurrences which have been 
lescribed, and surveying them attentively, both 
n their details and their combination, we cannot 
werlook the extraordinary, and, (may we not 
tdcl ?) providential train of circumstances, which 
~ave birth to the original design of the Institu­
fon;--nurtmecl it in secret, till it was ripe for 
mblicity ;-and finally brought together, by seem­
ng cnsualty, and against many improbabilitie!I, 
hose whose joint agency was required to adjust 
he balance of its constitution, and to connect it 
,vith such personages of distinction, both Lay 
md Ecclesiastical, as were competent to give it 
~haracter and consequence in the wol'ld. 

But while we refer, as becomes us, the first 
.ribute of our praise to Him, " from whom all 
10ly desires, all good counsels, and all just works 
lo proceed," we cannot overlook what is due to 
he excellent and truly-disinterested individuals 
,,·ith whom the Society originated, and to whose 
ostering care aud catholic spil"it it owes so great 
>bligations. 

It will scarcely have escaped the observation 
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1f the reader, how studiously the modest author 
1f the fil'st suggestion, and those who shared 
,·ith him in pt'epal'ing the ol'iginal dt'aught of the 
:ustitution, avoided evet'y thing which could be 
:onstrued into au exhibition of themsehes, and 
lll asset'tion of that influence to which they might 
1me advanced unquestionable pretensions. Re­
igning the foreground of the Society to those, 
vhom they thought most likely to advance its 
;eneral interests, they contentedly occupied less 
:onspicuous stations ; and seemed to think them­
elves sufficiently honored by the privilege of 
ilhol'ing in its sen·ice, and t'ecompeused by the 
atisfaction of witnessing its success. 

That the conduct of those in whose hands 
he Society was originally found, deserved thil'I 

:ommeudation, must have appeared in a great 
11easure from the facts recorded in the preceding 
1a1Tative. To their generous fol'hearance and 
iberal policy it is to be ascribed, that the lnsti­
utiou put on, from its earliest appearance hefol'e 
he public, an aspect which favored the pt'e­
minence of the Established Church: and they 
rho think to discredit the Institution by chal'ging 
t with a Dissenting origin, may be reminded, that, 
vhate,·er may have been the case with respPct 
o its rudiments, a Member ,if tl•e Establisl1ed 
;/wrclt pl'esided at the formation of tlte ,","ociety, 
ind a ftiinister ,if tltat Ckurclt mored lite Reso-
11/ions by u:kich it mis fol'med. Seveu twelfths 
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of the Committee were soon after assigned tn 
the Church of England and Foreign Churches; 
five only being left for the Members of the Church 
of Scotland, and the numerous classes of Dis• 
senters, Methodists, &c. which exist throughout 
the United Kingdom. When to this is added 
the appointment of a President, Vice-Presidents, 
and Treasurer, from the Established Church ex­
clusively, it seems scarcely necessary to say any 
thing further, in order to vindicate the character 
of the Institution, or to evince the candor of 
those from whom it proceeded. But as it is the 
first duty of an Historian to be just; and as it is 
due to the individuals to whom the author has 
referred as the framers of the Society, that nothing 
should be concealed which can place their con­
duct iu a proper light, a circmnstance shall be 
stated which will, he thinks, be considered not 
a little to strengthen the foregoing representation. 

Shortly after the appointment of the Vice-Pre­
sidents on the 27th of July, it occurred to the 
liberal mind of Lord Teignmouth, that it would 
be but equitable, to propose to those Members 
of the Committel' who were not of the commu­
nion of ihe Estahli,-hed Church, to add to the 
list two names from among· their own religious 
cornwctions. " There is" (said his Lordship, in 
his le1t1'r to the anthor 011 that occasion) " iu my 
iflPa ~o ,.;uch propriety in this, that I recommend 
it to your consideration." Entirely concurring 
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with the ,·iews of the Presiclent, the author 
carried his Lordship's proposal to those gentle­
men who wpre supposed to possess the sentiments 
of the rf'spective denominations of which that 
division of the Committee was composed; and 
they sf'verally declined availing them!<elve:s of it. 
The ,v esleyan Methodists assigned as their 
gToimd of refusal, that they considf'red them­
selves represented by the Bishops; the Quakers 
pleaded their an.>rsenPss to distinction ; and the 
other classes of Dissenters expressed their unwill­
i1111:ness to interfere, in a manner equally creditable 
to their humility and their candor. The deter­
mination of these last was conveyed through 
Joseph RPyner, Esq.; and there is, in the con­
clusion of the letter which contained it, such a 
spirit of Chri,-tian simplicity, as to give it a claim 
to insertion. 

" I therefore recommend that this choice 
should remain with whom it was left; and shall 
(as I am surf', onr other friends will) cheer­
fully concur in this. If I fear at all for this 
iurnlnahle object, it is lest we should be looking 
more to man than to Him whose cause, whose 
word it is--who alone can open the hearts of 
men, to gi1ce of that which He has ~il"en them." 

Having introduced the uame of Mr. Reyner, 
the author cannot dismiss it without expressing, 
how greatly the formatiou of the Society was 
promoted by his warm and generous encom-age-
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ment. Animated at all timeis by a zeal for religion 
which elevates him abo,·e the consideration of 
ordinary obstacles, he cheered the thought of a 
Biule Society, from the moment when it was first 
sug;geisted. He exhorted his coadjutors to ad­
vance, when nothing but difficulties appeared 
in the way ; and inspired into their minds, 
as often as they seemed inclined to despond or 
to languish, a portion of that living· energy which 
so remarkably characterizes his own. From 
the zeal and perseyerancc of Mr. Reyner the 
Society has derived much of that vigor which 
has carried it forward in pmsuit of its object; 
nnd enabled it to realize, in so great a measure, 
the wishes of a heart which desil'es the welfare 
of all mankind. 

Among· the instrmnmtal causes by which the 
Institution was planned, and brought to matmity, 
the chamcter of the principal agents themselves, 
and their diflerent circumstances and com1ections, 
are deserving of particular attention. 

In the Rev. Mr. Hughes, the individual by 
whom the design was sugg·ested, and who may 
therefore be regarded as the primary agent, we 
recognize, not a furious zealot, or an aspiring 
!"ectary; but a man of sedate piety, and con­
scientious moderation: with sufficient warmth to 
pmsue his object, and with temper to qualify 
the Pagerness of pursuit by the necessary re-
11traints of judgment and discretion. 
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In Granville Sharp, Esq. who presided at the 
Society ·s formation, the cause ohtai11ed a tempo­
rary patron, in whom tlw members of the Esta­
blishment acknowledged a true churchman, and 
real Christia11s of every de110111i11atio11, a friend and 
a brother. Perhaps it would uot have lwc>n pos­
,;ihle to find throughout th(' Briti.~h dominions a 
man in whom the qualities rc>quisite for the first 
Chairman of the Briti><h aucl l•'oreiµ;n Bible Society 
were so completely united as they WPrc in this 
venerable philanthropii<t. A churchman in faith, 
in charity a universalist, he stampt>cl upon the 
Institution, while it was yet tcmkr, those charac­
ters which suited its constitution and its end; 
and while he made it respected hy the sanction 
of his name, he improved it hy the influence of 
his example. 

In the Rev. Mr. Stcinkopff the Institution 
acquired a medium of easy, reputable>, all(l effi­
cient communication with Christian1;; of almost 
every description on the Continent of .Europe. 
Simple, modest, and laborious ; combining extra­
ordinary judgment with the most exalted piety, 
and trained for service hy an c>xperience of several 
years as Secrdary to a Reli~ious Society at Basie, 
Mr. Steinkopff possessed those various qualifi­
cations for corresponde11ce, for translatiou, aud 
for general duties, which rendered his appoint­
ment to the :Foreign ~ecretaryship, however acci­
dental and w1premeditated, a measure of the 
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soundest wisdom, and of the greatest advantage 
to the interests of the Institution. 

In another material agent, the Rev. Josiah 
Pratt, may be seen a continuation of what has 
been observed in that superintending wisdom 
which brought together those who were qualified 
for the rei;pective parts they were severally 
intended to perform. The sagacity of Mr. Pratt 
enabled him to devise, and his perseverance to 
execute, a measme which prepared the way for 
the last agent in the confede1·ation, the writer 
of this History, to introduce the Society with 
acceptance to Bishop Porteus, and thereby to 
accomplish the grand object of its projectors and 
mana~ers-its decided connection with the Esta­
blished Church. 

On the whole, when we reflect upon the humble 
original from which this vast fabric arose; when 
we advert to the comparative insignificance of 
the individuals on whom it devolved to lay its 
foundation, and to carry up its superstructure, 
till it attained the strength, capaciousness, and 
symmetry, which adapted it to the uses for which 
it was designed, we seem to discern that visible 
disproportion between the means and the end, 
which characterizes all the great dispensations of 
the Almighty, and discriminates them from the 
ordinary operations of His Providence, and still 
more from the achievements of human counsel and 
might. In this view of the subject, the lang·uage 
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of the Apostle on a higher, but not dissimilar 
occasion, may furnish us with a proper con­
d usion. 

" God hath chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise ; and God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to confound 
the things which arc mighty; and base things 
of the world and thing·s which are despised hath 
God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to 
hring to nought things that are : that no flesh 
should glory in his pn\sencc :" hut, " that, accord­
ing as it is written, he that glorieth, let him glory 
in the Lord."* 

' I Cor. i. :17, 211. 
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CHAPTER II. 

1804-5. 

HAVING explained the ortgm of the Society~ 
and described the steps by which it acquired 
a definitive constitution, and a recognition of its 
merits from persons of distinction both Lay and 
Ecclesiastical, the author will now enter upon the 
recital of those proceedings, both domestic and 
foreign, which compose the proper materials of 
its history. 

The Society having been nominally formed on 
the 7th of March, 1804, the first Committee, as 
miscellaneously chosen, assembled on the ensuing 
12th, at the London Tavern, to the number of 
twenty-four. ,vith a general resolution to hold 
periodical meetings, at least on the first Monday 
in the month, they determined, for the present, 
to repeat them weekly; a practice to which they 
continued to adhere without variation, till the 
Society was completely organized, and its busi. 
ness brought into a regular train. Subsequently 
however to that period, and even down to the 
pre~ent time, the meetings, under a stated 
appointment for the first Monday in the. month, 
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have heen multiplied hy fr<>qnent and necessary 
adjournments : aud p<>rhap:,; there never was an 
Institution which ha;.; Pxacte,l from its Commit­
tees a larger tribute of time aud attention and 
personal labor, or in whid1 the exacted tribute 
has been more cheerfully and ewn zealously 
paid. _ 

The first proceeding re;;;orted to, with a Yiew 
to the execution of the Society's design, ,ms, the 
appointment of differn1t Suh-Committees, fur the 
several departments of it;.; practical hm:ine!'ls. 
These subordinate Committees began their opera­
tions with great spirit iu the 111011th of March; 
and although their composition nrnlerwent Cf'rtaiu 
.changes, after the new organization of the Geueral 
Committee on the 2d of May, yet, as tlwir desig­
nation remained the same, it will be expedient 
to treat them as identical throughout, in order 
that the course of their 11was11r<'s may not be 
intenupted hy the relation of minor aud unim­
portant occurrences. 

Tllree cousiderations appt>ar, in this early stage 
of thei1· existence, to have occupied the principal 
solicitude and attention of the CornmiUPe; the 
care of the Society's funds, the impro1P111e11t of 
its general iutnest..-;, and the prosel'ution of 
inquiries directed to the accomplishment of its 
object--the circulution of the Scriptmcs. 

The first of these duties, the care of the funds, 
was consigned to the admiui:stration of Samuel 
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Mills, Robert Howard, and Joseph Reynei-, Esqrs. 
in the capacity of a Sub-Committee of Finance; 
and so entirely has the confidence reposed in 
these disinterested Stewacds been justified by 
the .experience of their prudence aud fidelity, that 
(with the exception of the second, removed by 
death in 1812, and succeeded by a son, the inheritor 
of his virtues) they have continued inva1iahly, by 
ammal re-election, to manage that important 
trust, to the great security and advantage of the 
Institution. 

The improvement of the Society's general 
interests was confided to a Sub-Committee, con­
sisting of individuals, as well Members of the 
Committee by privilege as by election, who, from 
their station, or their conuection, were best 
qualified to promote the extension of its influ­
ence, and the eventual increase of its patronage 
and support. 

The prosecution of inquiries with reference to 
the circulation of the Scriptures, devolved upon 
a few ; and it was iu this deparimeut chiefly that 
the services of the Secretaries were called into 
exercise during the earlier stag-es of their con­
nectiou with the Institution. The particular 
occurrences within this department will require 
to be specifically related. 

The first subject to which it was judged proper 
to direct the inquiries of th.is Sub-Commit.tee, was, 
the most ready and effectual means of obtaining 
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a regular and competent supply of the Holy Scrip­
ttues in the English, Welsh, ancl Irish laugna~·es. 
A resolution to this purpmt was adopted 011 the 
9th of April, 1804 ; and it was 011 the same oc­
casion determined, that a foreign correspondence 
should be immediately comme11ced, in order to the 
promotion of the Society's object abroad. By virtue 
of this latter cletem1ination, the execution of which 
was committed to the Rev. Mr. Steinkoptf and 
the author, assisted by a Swedish merchant of 
goocl connections and warm attachment to the 
Institution, Christopher Sundins, EBq., steps were 
taken, without delay, for concerting a plan of 
amicable and etfectirn communication with foreign 
countries. ·while thus occupied, au incident oc­
curred which drew the attention of the Com­
mittee to the conside1·atiou of China ; and as the 
measures wl1ich it ,mggesl<'d, though productive 
of 110 immediatP good effects, form the earliest 
link in that chaiu of operati011s which has since 
heeu extended through so many reg-ions of the 
East, a brief accouut of the circumstance itself, 
and of the proceedings adopted in consequence 
of it, may nut be unacceptable to the reader. 

On the .5th of April, Ur. Antonio Moutucci, 
who, in the Gentleman's Magazine for October 
and NoYember HlOI, had pnhlislwd au account 
of the Chinese mami,;cript * of the New Testa. 

• The MS. above rcfnrcd to is No, 3,[,!l!J of the Sloaoiaq 
C11llection iu !be British Museum. The l\1S. coutaius, a 
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ment iu the British Museum, addressed a letter 
to the Rev. Mr. Hughes, offering his service to 
the newly-formed Society, as editor, should it 
be thought expedient to print the MS.; aud 
earnestly recommendiug the publication of it, 
" for the benefit of 300 millions of people." 
A short time previously, the Rev. W. Mosely 
had circulated a Memoir on the state of Religion 
in China, and urged the importance and practi­
cability of a serious attempt to propagate Chris­
tianity through that vast, but neglected empire. 
With this Memoir most of those who constituted 
the active Members of the Committee were 
sufficiently acquaiuted; and their minds were 
therefore to a certain degree prepared fo1· such 

Harmony of the Four Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, and 
all St. Paul's Epistles, excepting that to the Hebrews, the first 
chapter of which only is included. It is written partly on 
European, and partly on Chinese paper, and has the defective 
title of " Evangelia Quatuor Sinice," the Four Gospels ia 
Chinese. 

The Directors of the Missionary Society, speaking of the 
Rev. Mr. Morrison, the Chinese Translator at Canton, (in their 
Report for HilO,) give the following testimony to the value oC 
the MS. in question. 

" It has proved of great advantage lo him, that he copied 
;md carried out with him the Chinese translation of the Gospel•. 
preserved in the British Museum, which he now finds, from 
l1is own increasing acquaintance with the language, and- the 
opinion of 'the Chinese assistants, to be exceedingly valuable; 
and which must, from the excellency of the ilyle, have been 
produ1;ed by Chinese natives." 
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. a proposition as that which Dr. Montncci had 
made. It was also ascertained, that Sir George 
Staunton, whose knowledge of the Chinese 
langnag·e had gained him so high reputation, 
was at that time in London, and on the point of 
embarkation for China. Much, it was thought. 
might be derived from his present advice, and 
still more from his fnturn inq niries, to guide 
the Committee through the labyrinth of a ques­
tion not less intricate than important. The con­
currence of these and other favorable circum­
stances determi11ed the Committee to open a. 
correspondence with Ur. Montucci, the Rev. Mr. 
Mosely, and Sir George Staunton; together with 
Dr. Hagar, at that time in Paris, and S. Hollings­
worth, Esq.: the former of whom was well known 
to the public in connection with no light preten-
11ions to Chinese Literature; and the latter to 
certain Memhers of the Committee, as a gentle­
man, who, in consequence of having visited China 
four several times, was deemed very conversant 
~·ith the state of that country. 

Much information was elicited through thii, 
correspondence, not only on the nature and 
.qualities of the MS., bnt also 011 the religiom1 
condition of China, an,l the practicability of 
introducing Christianity iuto it, by tran,.;lating and 
printing the ScriptnrPs for the use of the natin•s. 

The reply of Sir George Stauuton phtcPd the 
subject under iuvc1;tigatiou in 1;0 dear a lig·ht, and 
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evinced on his part so much industry, cund01•, 
and readiness to pl"Omote the design of the 
Society, that no apology will be required for its 
insertion. 

Fro1n Sir George T/toma,s Stauuton, Bart. to t/1e 
Rev. Jolin Owen. 

" Sir, April 25, 1804. 

" I was favored with your letter a few days 
11go, and although I had formerly seen the manu­
i-;cript in question, I took the first opportunity 
of going again to the B1itish Museum, in order 
to give the most satisfactory answer iu my power 
to yom inqui1ies. 

" It appeared to me, as far as I could judge 
without very minute examination, to l,e a pure 
translation, unmixed with extraueous matter, of 
the chief part of the New Testament: and I 
have no hesitation in saying, that I feel disposed 
to regard it as one of the most accurate and 
elegant translations I ever met with from any 
European language into the Chinese character; 
and being probably unique in this country, its 
value is proportionably enhanced by that circum­
stance. From the style and wording of the 
manuscript, I should infer that it is a translation 
from the Vulgate, made under the direction of the. 
J.esuits. 
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" With rpg·ar<l to the extent to which Ur. 
Montucci may have made himself acquainted 
with the ChinPsP laugnage, I certainly cannot 
pretend to decidP; hut I am persuaded that the 
µ;eneral knowledg·e hP po>"ses:ses of the theory of 
the languag·e, together with the ncatrw~s an<l 
accuracy with which he i,; accustomed to exe­
cute the Chine"e characters1 folly qualifies him 
for the task of publishing the manuscript in a 
very correct and ;;atisfactory manner. 

" I ha,e thus umeservedly comnmnicate<l to 
you my opi11ion on this subject, accordiug· to the 
best of 1ny judgment, and shall Le very glad if it 
should teud at all to promote the laudable object 
of your researches." 

(Signed) G. T. STAUl\"TO:N. 

The sentiments cxpresf;ed by Mr. Holling8worth 
on the expediency of the proposed attempt, arc 
also not undeserving of notice. They appear in 
the following passages, with which Mr. Hollings­
worth concluded a very intelligent ancl inkresting 
comm1111icatio11. 

" The introduction of the Sacred Scripture;,, 
clothed in tlw lan!!;uage of China, appears to be 
hy far the most rational plan that has been, 01· 

can be, attcmptPd, to scattt>r the good seed, 
and prepare the inquiring mind for the reception 
of the blessed Gospel throughout thi.; great em-
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pire. One of the favorite maxims of Confucius 
is, The pe1fection of wisdom is to explore all 
things. 

" This maxim is opposed by the government 
in all matters, nearly, which foreig-ners are sup­
posed capable or desirous of introducing. And 
how far its opposition might or might not extend 
to the introduction of the New Testament, is an 
object of serious consideration. Perhaps the 
Committee will see the propriety of having some­
thing printt>d with the intended work, as an expla­
natory preface of the doctrines it contains, the 
morality it enjoins, and the peaceable fruits of 
righteousness it is so well calculated to produce; 
if such an introduction can be obtained from 
persons in London sufficiently acquainted with 
the Chinese language. It appears to me highly 
necessary, under the present proscribed situation 
of the Christian name in China, that something 
of this kind should, if possible, be attempted. 
And I think there can be no doubt, that if the 
religion of our blessed Redeemer, as taught by 
the New Testament, was generally understood 
in that great empire, it would not only produce 
the greatest effects, but experience much less 
opposition than in any other shape ; and particu­
larly than when coming in so questionable a one 
as it has done through the mouths of the Jesuits. 
Were the Emperor, his Ministers, and the other 
great Mandarines, fully convinced, that Chris-
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tianity, pl'opel'ly so called, has no connection 
with politics ; that Christ's kingdom is not of 
this world ; and that tlw faith and morals of the 
Gospel make men "iser, happier, and bettel', 
than either hnman laws or sy,-tems of philosophy 
can eve!' do; it can hardly be quPslio11ed, but 
that they would allow it to spl'ead uncontmllecl, 
and take dePp root in the empire, instead of 
confounding it with Popery, to which they have 
conceived so excusable an aversion." 

The train of inquiry thus auspiciously opened, 
was studiou:-:ly followed up by the Committee, 
under th<- influence of that Pncom·agement which, 
though partial, was yet sufficient to keep expec­
tation alive, and to make it appear thei1· duty 
to proceed. 

At len.:.::th the testimony of Mr. Chaumont, (an 
accomplished Chine.ie scholar,) to the character 
of the 11iannsc1·ipt having been collated with 
that of Sir Gf'or?,·e Staunton, and Dr. Montucci,• 
and erery thing luH·ing hecn done which pru­
dence could sng·gei-t, a11<l research contribute, to 
a.<,certain its intrinsical value; an estimate was 

~ It is due to the Rev. Archdeacon Nares, (al that time one 
of the Librarians of the British Museum,) to relate, that, upon 
being addresser[ by the author, at the instance of the Com­
mittee, he replied, with the grPatest promptitudP and kindness, 
that " leave would \'Cry readily IJe given hy the Trustees of 
the British Museum lo take a copy of the Chinese MS. of 
the Kew Testament; and that he would be happy to aid the 
application." 
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obtained of the probable expense of printing 1000 
copies : and it was computed, that each copy 
bound would cost the Society about two guineas. 
On this calculation therefore, united with an 
apprehension of the uncertain issue of the ex­
periment, it was deemed expedient to decline, 
under present circumstances, any further prose­
cution of the matter. This final decision took 
place on the 2:Jd of July, after an investigation 
conscientiously and indefatig;ably pursued for more 
than three months. The wisdom of the decision, 
which suspended, rather than dismissed, the con­
sidemtion of the ,;uhject, will best appear from 
the terms in which the Minute recording it is 
expressed. 

" Considering the expense of the undertaking, 
and the desirableness of obtaining- still further evi­
dence relative to the contents of the manuscript, 
and of committing the circulation to the care of 
persons acquainted with the Chinese language, 
and of undoubted religious character, the Com­
mittee recommend that the Society do not at 
present proceed to the editing or the transcribing 
of the manuscript; but that they carefully pre­
serve the information already obtained, and en­
courage their friends to communicate from time 
to time such particulars as may come before them 
relative to the object." 

Thus ended this attempt to provide, in the 
metropolis of the British dominions, an edition 
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of some portion of the Christian Scriptures 111 

their vernacular tongue, tor 1!1e inhabitants of 
the populous and beuightcd empire of China. 
The parties with whum it originated, were not 
ha:-;tily <foerted from th(•ir purpose. When com­
pelled to renounce it, they did not yield to the 
necessity without much rdnctance; nor, a..-; it has 
appeared, without a recorded determination to 
keep it in mind, under the hope of beiug able, 
at some future period, to resume it with a better 
prospect of success. That period, in due time, 
arrived; aud it Sl'ellls to hin·e been wisely per­
mitted, that the undt'ltaking should fail in 
Londou, in order that it might be accomplished, 
by aid derived from the same source, in the 
more advantageous situations of Serampom and 
Canton. 

When the subject of the Chinese MS. had 
hegun to excite :-erious atteulion, it was felt to 
he desirablP, that a Sub-Committe" should be 
exvrC's,-ly appoi11te<l, to whom a hnsiness of such 
mag11i111de and imporlanct' migl1t be formally 
confided. In this dPtPrmination originated that 
Sub-Committee, whicl1, at iirst deuominated tl,e 
C/1ina, a11d afterwards more generally the Oriental 
Sub-Committee, has continued ever ;;inct' to exist, 
by a1111ual re-appoiuhnent; and has greatly con. 
tributed to the orcler and efiiciency of the Society's 
labors in the various ramifications of its Eastern 
department. 
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The primary, and, it may be added, the favo­
rite object of this Sub-Committee having, for 
the reasons assigned, been deliberately aban­
doned, the purposes of its formation seemed to 
its Members to require, that their attention 
should be turned to some other portion of the 
oriental field, more easily accessible, and afford­
ing greate1· pt·esent encouragement, than that 
which they had been induced to renounce. British 
India appeared, on every account, to be the most 
proper quarter, to which efforts, such as those 
which it was the duty of the Society to make, 
could be directed; and the known disposition 
of some of the East India Company's servants 
at Calcutta, and of the Baptist Missionaries at 
Serampore, afforded, in their estimation, sufficient 
encourag·ement to warrnnt the attempt. 

No sooner then had the affair of the Chinese 
manuscript been finally disposed ot: than it was 
resohed to " open a correspondence with gentle­
men in India, informing them of the establishment 
of the .British and Foreign Bible Society, and 
requesting; their communications respecting the 
best means of promoting the objects of the Insti­
tution with regard to the Eastern languages." 
In selecting the indi,·iduals who should be in­
vited to become correspondents, the Committee 
ha(l n'spect to the principle embodied in their 
SociPty, that of uniting the different denomi­
nations of Christians in the prosecution of the 
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same common desig·11. The Baptist Missionaries"" 
at Serampore had made a hopeful beginning in 
the translation of the Scriptures i11to the native 
languages of the East: it was considered as 
likely to co11duce both to the progress and the 
improvement of the work of tra11slatio11, if the 
vernacular knowledge and zealous assiduity of 
these humble, and at that time, unaccredited 
laboreri,;, could be associated with the sound 
erudition and the personal iuflueuce of certain 
Members of the Estahlished Church, 011 whose 
piety and zt>al for the promotion of Chris­
tianity dependa11ce might confidently be placed. 
With these views it wa>< clctennined, " That the 
following gentlemen be reque,-.;ted to form them­
selves into a Committee of Corresponcle11ce with 
this Society, viz.: George 1;<1,1ey, Esq., :Ueml,er 
of Council; the Rev. Messrs. Brown, Buchauau, 
Carey, \Varel, and Marshman; and that they he 
desin•d to associate with themsehcs such other 
;.:;eutlemen iu any part of India a,; they may think 
proper." This re,-.;olutiou the author tra1N11itted 
officially to Calcutta, hy the t>arlif'sl ('Oil\ Pyaucc. 

It was passnl 011 the :!3d of July, IBO!; and 

• Th,• Baptist ;\,lissionaries entered India in 17!1:l; and, not 
being permitted lo resi,lc in the Company·, ter ritorics, tixcd 
themselves in the Danish scttlemcnl al Scramporr, Calculla. 
" To this :\lission" (sa" Dr. l\uchanan) " chiefly helon!:S the 
honor of reviving the· spirit f<>r promtlting Christ.ian Know­
ledge by translations of the lloly Scriplun,•." S,·c B'uchanan's 
Researches, p. 8:i. 
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though its operation in India was slow, and 
interrupted by man~ vicissitudes of discourage­
ment and delay, it proved the germ of those 
Institutions at Calcutta, Bombay, Colombo, Bata­
via, &c. which are now engag·ed, with so much 
energy and concord, in promoting the dispersion 
of the Scriptures in thei1· respective dialecti 
among both the Christian and the Heathen popu­
latwn of the East. 

,vith these active researches into matters which 
related to the languages and the inhabitants of 
China and of India, was combined another class 
of similar exertions, having for its object the 
arrangement of a plan for introducing the opera­
tions of the Society with regularity and effect 
on the continent of Europe. 

As early as the 16th of April, a report appears 
upon the Society's records, to which the name 
of the author is subscribed as chairman,* recom­
mending " that measures be immediately taken 
for procming more precise information, (than had 
yet Leen obtaine<l,) on the extent to which Bibles 
are wanted and soug·bt for, in Switzerla11cl, Ger­
many, and De11111ark, as well as in other parts of 
tl1e continent." The report goes on to specify 
certain persons of influence, to whom it is consi­
dered desirable that application should be made, 
with a view to obtain the desired intelligence. 

• The author had not at that time accepted the office of 
.Secretary. 
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The indiYiduals ennmeratccl wer<>, Mr. Tobias 
Kiesling;, a merchant of known piety and philan­
thropy in l\11rmberg; the HeL Dr. Knapp, 
Director of the Orphan House and Canstein Bible 
Institution at Halle in :Saxony; Profossor Druck, 
Librarian to the Elector (now King) of Wi.irtem­
berg; the Re,·. Dr. Hertzog, fin,t Proft>ssor of 
Divinity and Lihrarian at Basie in Switzt>rland; 
and the Right Rev. Bishop Ball, at Copc11hagen. 
To these were added, in a sequel to this report, 
presented at a ;mhsequent meeting, the following 
individuals and societies, ,·iz.: Proft·ssor Young, 
of Heidelberg; the' Rev. J. J. Hesse, tlw Antistes 
(or :Superior) of the Zurich Clergy; the Hev. 
Messrs. \Vyttenbach, l~alkheise11, and Iliiher, 
Clergymen of distinguished character in some of 
the principal towns of Switzerland ; the B£1sle 
Religious Society, (of which Mr. Steiukoptf ha<l 
formerly been Secretary;) and the Fiil111e11 So­
ciety, iu Denmark, having· for its prolt'sse<l 
object " to extend the' influence of pun, and 
vital Christianity by the dispPrsiou of Ht'ligious 
Tracts iu Denmark and Norway." Such wt•rn 
the parties selected, i11 the very dawn of the 
Institution, as cha1111els of co111munil'atio11 with 
the EmopPan continent; aud it has h('Pll pre­
sumed, that the rca<lPr would llf~ g-ratilil·d hy 
S(•eiu~ them cli~tinctly e1m111PratPcl, as lit' will 
hereafter find them co111iected, in a gTVittn or 
les11 degree, with the most acfo e an<l successfol 
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of the Societfs proceedings in that divii,ion of 
the world . 

It was also at this early period (April 16th) 
that the design was conceived of holding out 
encouragement to the formation of Bible Socie­
ties, in preference to granting immediate relief 
by limited and merely temporary supplies. This 
rule of procedure, so wise in its principle, and 
in practice at once so snceessful and proclnetive, 
arose, as almost every thing that is wise and 
efficient in the practical departments of the In­
stitution has clone, out of accidental and extem­
poraneous discussion. In the report, of which 
an account has already been gfren, a recommen­
dation was inserted, that, in consideration of the 
want of Bibles, represented hy Mr. Kiesling*, as 
existing in Austria, the sum of 1001. i,;hould be 
transmitted to that correspondent, as well to fur­
ni1,h him with the means of relieving the present 
wants of the Austrians, as to girn him a pledge 
of the Society's zeal and sincerity in the cause 
for which his good offices were solicited. The 
recommendation was discussed with the serious­
ness due to the importance of a proposition 
which imohed the first pecuniary grant; and 
the result of the discussion was an unanimous 
determination to acquaint Mr. Kiesling, that, 
should he procure the formation of a society in 

" Mr. Kiesling had addressed various letters previously to 
I he date of the report referred to. 
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Germany to promote a continunl circulation of PART 1. 

the Holy Scriptures, the British and Foreign CHAP.II. ,.__,-, 
Bible Society would presPnt the 1,um of 100/. 1004-a. 

in aid of such an Institution. This conditional 
encouragf'lnent was accordingly transmitted to 
Nurenherg, and, as Wf' shall soon have occasion 
to see, produced the desired effect. 

Nor did these proceeding-s, in relen)nce to the 
circulation of the Scriptures in foreign parts, in­
terfere with, or obstruct, those which had relation 
to the primary o~ject of the Institution-the 
supply of onr donu'stic population. The latter, 
in fact, commenced at the same period with the 
former; and hoth, as equally parts of tlw general 
design, were sinmltaneously prosecuted, with 
equal zeal, assiduity, and perseverance. 

In coinci<lence with those inquiries which re­
~arded the best means of obtaining a supply of 
the Scriptures in the English, \Velsh, and Irish 
languages, a ci1Tmnsta11ce occurred, which, both 
from its seasonableness and utility, desenes to 
1,e distinctly allll grat«:>fully commemorated. 

Early in this year, Mr. Andrew Wilson com­
menced a negociation with the University of 
Camhridge, for the introduction of hi;; improved 
mode of pri11ti11g Bibles and TPstament~ by the 
employment of stereotype plates. This art, 
though partially known many yf'ars LPfore, had 
been advanced considerably towards pPrfection 
by the united iugeuuity and perseverance of Earl 
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Stanhope and Mr. Wilson; and to the latter 
belo11g·!! the praise of having; brought it into 
general notice, and qualitied it for being ad, an­
tageously employed in printing the Holy Scrip­
tmes. Mr. Wilson's negociation with the Uni­
versity of Cambridge was brought to a favorable 
issue; and the Syndics of the Press had con­
cluded to adopt his process for printing Bibles 
and Testaments, at the very period iu which 
inquiries were making into the best mode of 
obtaining supplies of both in the languages of 
the United King;dom. To the Committee of the 
British and .Foreign Bible Society, the plan of 
printing the Scriptures by stereotype appeared to 
offer so many and important advantages, by 
furnishi11g the means of a reg·ular and permanent 
supply of copies ; hy perpetuati11g a correct and 
standard Text, and fav01i11g its general propa­
gation throug·h the co1111try; and, finally, a!! 
the plates were cast from new types, and an 
expectation was excited of a material reduc­
tion in the price, it was jtulg·ed expedient to 
give it the decided couutenance of the lustitu­
tion, and to stipulate for engagements to such 
an amount as might encourage the prompt and 
complete adoption of the system. Under thill 
comiction, after the result of very extended 
i11qniries had been maturely considered, a reso­
lution was passed, that a number of Bibles and 
Testaments in stereotype, should be immediately 
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ordered, and among that m1mher, 20,000 ,v elsh 
Bibles in l 2mo. a11d ,5,000 additional Testaments 
in a largrr type. This measure was dPtermiued 
upon at a met'ling- on the ;3d of SqJtember, 1804, 
and the determination was notilif'rl to thf' Uni• 
versity of Cambridge without dt>lay. The reader 
will have pleasure in ohseni11g, with how gTeat 
alacrity, and in how early a stage of its transactions, 
the Society proceeded to the execution of that 
purpose in which its estahlislnneut had origiuated 
-the printin!!,· of the \V eh,h Scriptures : nor 
will he observe with less satisfactiou the advan­
tageous manne1· in which this object was pro­
moted, by the contemporaneous iutroduction of 
that mode of priutiug which has been found so 
powerful an auxiliary in the accon1plishment of 
the Society's general designs. 

While these inquiries were thus systematically 
pursuing, with a view to the commencement of 
practical operations both at home aud abroad, 
exertions were ma,le, with no IPss method and 
industry, to extend the foundation of the Insti­
tution, and to associate with it whate\er could 
be likely to consolidate its strength, facilitate its 
proceedings, and augment its respectability and 
influence in the wodd. 

Notice has been taken of the measures which 
were pursued to make known the existence and 
the object of the Society, dowu to that period, 
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when, by the accession of the Prelates and dis­
rilleuuished Commoners as lice-Presidents, its 
constitution was regarded as haYing attained its 
completion. To these were now added certain 
measures. concerted on a h~her scale. and com­
porting better with the state of ,igorous gromh, 
and increased con;;ideration, at which, by this 
rime, the Institution had arrived. 

The first of these, \l"as a determination. fonued 
on the 23d of July, when the list of lice-Presi­
dents already referred to had been announced, 
to address the two great Religious Societies in 
London and Dublin, denominated respecti,·ely 
" the Society fi.n Promoting Christian Know­
ledge:· and •· the Association for Discounte­
nancing ,-ice. and Promoting the Knowled:;e and 
Practice of the Christian Religion:· This com­
munication. which had for its ohject to acquaint 
those respectable bodies with the establishment 
and the news of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, was proposed in the spirit of that clan..«e 
in the second law of its constin1tiou. \l"hich ;.tates, 
that •• the Society shall add its endeavours to 
tho8e emplo~·ed by other Societies. for circulating 
the Scriptures through the British dominions:" 
and the terms in \l"hich the communication \l"as 

made. -will show. that the Conductors of the So­
ciety acted strictly wider the inrlueuce of those 
regulations by -which they protessed to be go­
l"erued. 
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The lettPr:-, addrc>ssed and subscribed by the 
President, who filled the chair when the reso­
lution was passp1!, wt'n~ r,,everall,v as follows. 

To the Rei·. Dr. Gaskin, Secretary to " The Society 
Jin· Pro111oti11g Christian Knoidedge." 

" Sir, Clapham, August 24, 1804. 

" By desire of the Committee of ' The British 
and l~oreign Bible Society,' I have the honor to 
transmit to you a plan of this Institution, for the 
information of the Society for Promoting Chris­
tian Knowledge. I ha,e further the pleasure to 
add, that the communication is dictated by that 
respect and e8teem which the Committee cannot 
but feel for a Society which has so long and 
successfully exerted itself in disseminating the 
knowledge of divine truth. 

" I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most Obedient, 

Humble Servant, 

TEIGNMOUTH, 
Chairman." 
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To t/,e Rev. Dr. Guinness, of Trinity College, 
Dublin; Secretary io " Tlte Association for 
Discountenancing Vice, and Promoting lite 
Knowledge and Practice of tl1e Cltristimi Re­
ligion." 

" Sir, London, August 24, 1804. 

" By desire of the Committee of ' The British 
and Foreign Bible Society,' I haYe the honor to 
transmit to you a plan of this lnstitntiou, for the 
information of the Association for Discounte­
nancing Vice, and Promoting· the Knowledge and 
Practice of the Christian Religion. I have further 
the pleasure to add, that this address is dictated 
by esteem for a Society founded 011 the same 
principles with that of which I have the honor to 
be Presitlent, and to express a hope that it 
may eventually prove introtluctory to communi­
cations by which the mutual object of both 
Societies may be promoted. 

" I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

TEIGNMOUTH, 

Chairman." 
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From the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, no rq1ly was received. From the 
Duhlin Associatiou, a respectful and frie11dly ac­
knowledgment was tra11smitted in return, by o,·der 
'!/ 0 

tlie Board. Iu this letter of ack11owleclgment, 
the Board describes the AddrPss of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society to be an " acceptable 
communication," cheerfully• embraces the assist­
ance which it proffers, and expresses the demand 
for the Scriptures among the Irish, as great, daily 
increasing, and exceeding the means of the Asso­
ciation to supply it. The words of the Board, in 
stati11~· this fact, are strong and explicit: " The 
Bibles are bought up with great avidity in this 
country, at the reduced rate of 4s. 6d., at which 
the Association affords them to the public: and 
the demand for thPm daily increa;;;es so much, 
that t!te Funds of tlte Association are unable to 
Slfpply it." 

Another mpasure directed to the enlargement 
of the Society's connections and its more com­
p!Pte introduction to notoriety and usefulness, 
was that of addressing the Parochial Clergy, 
l)issP11ting Ministers, and other respectable per­
sorn, individually, as far as might be practicable, 
throughout the United Kingdom. For this pur­
pose, a Circular, containing a plan of the Insti­
tution, Extracts of Correspondence, and a List of 
Suh~cribers, was prepared ; ;md ,ery extensively 
distributed, free of expense to tbe receiver, through 
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PART 1. the medium of the post. An Address was pre­
cHAP. n. fixed to it, of which the followiug is a copy. ___,_, 
1804-5. 

" The Society, which now takes the liberty to 
:i,ddress you, founds its claims to your notice, 
upon the nature of its object,--to promote the 
circulation of the Scriptures at home and abroad ; 
an object, in which ~very one, who professes the 
religion of Christ, must feel a deep interest. 

" The liberal basis of its establishment, also, 
which unites, to a degree perhaps hitherto unex­
ampled, the zeal and exertions of Christians, of 
the several denominations, to which the consti­
tution of this happy couritry affords equal pro­
tection, will doubtless give additional force to 
the claims arising· from the simplicity, purity, and 
importance of its design. 

" It cannot be doubted, that in every part of 
the United Kingdom, there are many who are 
actuated with the true spirit of Christian bene­
volence, and who only want proper opportunities 
of manifesting it. The British and Foreign 
Bible Society now presents such an oppor­
tunity to them, and solicits your assistance in 
making it known, as well as yom influence and 
co-operation in promoting the object of its asso­
ciation. 

" The Society is fully sen~ible of the happy re­
sults to be expected from the combined exertions 
of the Christian community, and is required by a 
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sense of duty to call them forth in the advance­
ment of a work which it can with confidence 
recommencl to the blessing of Gori, and the sup­
port of every good man. 

" I l1ave the honor to be, 

Your most obedient, humble Servant, 

TEIGNMOUTH, 

President." 

The measures, emanating from the directing 
body in their collective capacity, were greatly 
assisted by the zeal aud activity of its i1l(fo,idual 
Members ; and the united operation of Loth con­
tributed materially to increase the timds of the 
Society, and to multiply the number of those who 
took an interest in its advancement and success. 

In the mean time, the correspondence which 
had been opened with different parts of the 
European continent began to elicit information 
upon the subject to which it was directer!, and 
in some cases to import the most gratifying assur­
ances of approbation, and of a cordial disposition 
to co-operate in promoting the design of the 
Institution as it regarded foreign countries. 

The commuuication which had taken place 
with certain individuals of piety and influence 
in the Imperial city of Nurcuberg-, led (as has 
been stated) to the proposition of granting a 
donation of 1001. from the British and Foreign 
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Bible Society, in the event of a similar Institution 
being founded in that place. The result of this 
proposition was, the establishment of the first 
Foreign Bible Society. The foundation of it wa!I 
laid on the 10th of May, 1804; and the pious 
simplicity of the correspondent on whom it 
devolved to take the lead in the transaction, gives 
a pleasing interest to the following statement of 
the manner in which it was effected : " \Ve 
c-annot but return you our most humble thanks, 
for ha,,ing encouraged us in the most liberal 
manner to co-operate with you in this excellent 
wm·k of love. While reading your kind invi­
tation and offer, I was deeply impressed with 
that Scripture : ' They beckoned to their partners 
which were in the other ship, that they should 
come and help them; and they came and filled 
both ships, so that they began to sink.' Your 
letter afforded me so much joy, that I could 
not contain myself, hut immediately went to the 
Rev. John Godfriecl Schrener, one of the most 
respectable Ministers of om city, in order to 
communicate to him the joyful news from a far 
country. He was no less affected than myself; 
and we agreed to appoint a meeting of Christian 
friends on Ascension Day, at which we unani­
monRly resolved to unite for t.he formation of a 
Bible Society, and by a printed letter to invite 
our Christian friends throughout Germany and 
Switzerland, to assist us in so noble au under~ 
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taking·.'' This Address was soou after issued; 
and while the generosity of Eugland was warmly 
commemled, and held up ai- au example, an 
animak,l appeal was made to the reverers of the 
Bible, " which yet remain:s the Bible of all J"eli­
gions parties," lo lend their aid in promoting its 
distributio11. " The i11here11t value of tlw book, 
the religious wauts of the people, the critical 
circumstances of the times, tlw present tra11quillity 
of the states," to;1;etlwr with other cogeut reasons, 
were seriously 11rgcd, as " loudly calliug· for atten­
tion to this importa'lt undt'rtakiug.'' 

From Stnttg·art, Profes,-:m Drnek, LihraJ"ian to 
the .Elector (110w Kiug') of Wtirtemberg·, i11 reply 
to the letter in which he had been addre,,s,,d, 
transmitted important i11tellig·ence, relative to the 
versions of the Scriptmes in the \Viirte111herg 
library, amou11ti11g i11 all to " uwre tha11 4,000 

different editions of the whole Bible, or of distinct 
parts of the :sam,• ;" and acco111pa11i1·d his account 
with expressions of the highest gratificatio11 aud 
surprise at thP motin: aml ohject of those in­
rp111·11,,; to which his answer was requP.-tf:tl. 
" \Vlwn I read your letter,'' (says the Profossor,) 
" I co111<l 11ot help thi11ki11g- tllP Eaglish an! the 
most disti11guislwd 1wople i11 the worlt.l. Had 1n1 

possessed i11 Germauy thf) 11t111n:st trauq uillity aud 
prosperity, yet ,;uch a 11ohle dPsign of diffusing 
the Bihl<' would scar1•ply han: l'Hten:d our 111i1,ds, 
or, in case it had, would not ha, c met with such. 

VOL. I. 
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generous encouragement and support. One can­
not but highly esteem such a nation, and the 
more so, 011 account of its regard for the best of 
books, which, though now shamefully 11eglected, 
lias ever proved, and will continue to be, the 
~reat means of meliorating the condition of man-
1.iud." These sentiments, now become familia1· 
1y the frequency with which they have been 
:eiterated from so many quarters, reflect great 
1onor on the candid spirit of their author ; and 
ivince at the same time the seasonableness and 
.he beneficial tendency of the Institution to which 
.hey are applied. 

Fi-om Sweden, through the late Rev. Dr. Brunn­
nark, Chaplain to the Swedish Emba8sy in Lon­
lon, of whose active and useful services there 
ivill be occasion hereafter to speak, information 
ivas received, which appeared to supersede the 
tecessity of any exertions in that portion of the 
:ontinent. The informants we.re, the Society 
' pro Fide et Cltristianismo" at Stockholm, and 
he pmport of their information was, " that, owing 
o the gracious and paternal care of the government 
if their country, as well as from the gospel-light 
ud zeal which had generally spread among in­
lividuals, no want existed of that holy book 
vhich contains in it the fountain of all know­
edge, bringing salvation and producing good-will 
mong men ; and moreover, that Bibles in the 
~inland and Lapland languages were currently 
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printed at Stockholm, and distributed either 
gratis OI" at vel'y reduced pricni, by Societies 
formed for that benevolent pmposP." How little 
accuracy there was in this reprc>sent.ation, which 
was believed by the reporters to be conscien­
tiously exact, and which, out of respect to the 
venerable source from which it originated, and 
the channel throug;h which it was transmitted. 
had the effect of staying for a considerable period 
the Society's operations in Sweden, will be seen 
as this Histol'y pl'oceeds. Suffice it for the pre­
sent to say, that the account was derived from 
the Lest means of i11for111ation which existed, 
previously to that clevelopement of the popular 
wants, which the persewring inquiries of the 
British and ForPign Bible Society produced; and 
that from the time when its incol'rectness was 
discovered, both Dr. Brunnmark and his country­
men displayed a zeal and activity, increasing 
progl'essively from year to year, in disseminating 
through Sweden and Lapland those sacred trea­
i-ures of which they had been erl'oneously sup­
posed to he so completely possessed. 

This i11cid1;11t may sel've to account for the 
existenc1; of a similal' persuasion in the minds of 
many respt·ctable individuals, with regai·d to the 
condition of our own population as to their pos. 
session of the Scl'iptures ; and to apologize for 
the zeal with which they have impugned the 
domestic e.:.:ertions of the Britii;h and Foreigo 
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Bible Society as altogether uncalled for and 
superfluous. The course of investigation has 
brought to lig·ht a state of scarcity in our own 
country, of which the ohjectors could not have 
been aware; and it is not requiring too much to 
expect that thei1· disposition to co-operate in 
remedying the wants of the country, now that 
they are unequivocally ascertained, will be in 
proportion to the confidence with which they 
disputed the existence of those wants, and de­
cried the Institution which proflered its assistance 
to supply them. 

}'rom Hollaud, the queries proposed respecting 
the state of the Scriptures, extracted a reply ol 
a similar tendency to that which had been trans­
mitted from Sweden. The Dutch, through a 
respectable minister at Rotterdam, expressed 
their joy at the establishment of this laudabl~ 
Institution for rendering the word of God acces­
sible to the indigent, and prayed for a blessing 
on its benevolent endeavours. " But" (adds thi~ 
minister) " with us there is, thank God, no scarcity 
of Bibles." On this statement (which, however, 
it is to be observed, is but the statement of au 
individual) the late formation of the United 
Netherlands' Bible Society, and the discoveries 
made in the course of its operations, will be found 
to supply a comment which will lend coufir­
mation to the remarks just made on a similar 
mi!Sapprehension, so long entertained by many 
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eulightenC'd and henernlPnt p<'rsons as to the 
1,tate of thf' Scriptures, both in Sweden and Great 
Britain. 

WhilP, howen>r, this ac<'onnt from Holland 
dis<'om·ag·Pd any present ex<'rtions for the fnrtlwr­
ance of the Society'~ object in that country, it 
contained se11timents expressive of a rPlig-ions 
sympathy which, considerin.~ the state of mutual 
exasperation O<'Casioned by tlu.> war, were df'serv­
edly regarded as wry consolatory and important. 

" You feelingly exprPss ~·onr regret," (writes 
this pious and aruiahl,• corrPspondent,) " that 
the union hetween the two nations in which we 
rn,pectin~ly live, haf< ).;pen unhappily dis;;olved 
by the war. Oh, my dPar Sir! conlcl yon he 
among us, you would soon he convinced that three 
fourths of our nation lament the unhappy (]Harrel 
which, for some yPitrs past, has di,·ided two 
nations, which yet have 0111! common intf'n!st in 
tlw ;,:pnice of the Gospel. Bnt we are a dPfr•11ce­
lPss people, who daily pray to God to have mercy 
upon ns; and so far from hei11g· inimical to the 
E11g,-lish nation, we rathPr rPjoicP that not more 
than two Dutchmen were to he fou11d, who would 
so far degrade theni,,dvPs as to advise a plan 
for the i,n-asion of a country, for tllP prPsf•1Tatio11 
of which we an, as a11xio11;-)y soliciton;; as fo1· 
that of our own." 

The intdli~·P1H:P <lf'l'i\'e<l from l3Prli11 pnrportPrl, 
that the waut of till' Scriptures i11 the llohemian 
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language was very great ; and that persons of 
consideration had actually offered annual con­
trilmtions towards printiug· an edition of the 
Bohemian Bible : but that the means arising from 
them were insufficient for the purpose. Upon 
this information, which was furnished by the 
Rev. Mr. Jrenicke, Mi11ister of the Protestant 
Bohemian congregation, a similar step was taken. 
to that which had been adopted with so much 
success in the case of N urenberg ; and the sum 
of 10oz. was tendered, should a Bible Society be 
formed at Berlin to promote a continual circu­
lation of the Holy Scriptures. 

But of all the communications elicited by the 
inquiries propagated through different parts of 
the continent of Europe, that which excited the 
greatest surprise, and administered the hig·hest 
gTatificati~n, was, au ad1h·ess from a Roman 
Catholic Clergyman in Swabia. This extraor­
dinary address, dictated by spontaneous feeling, 
was written in a tone of sentiment and affection, 
so abhorrent from the spirit which had generally 
characterized the prnceedings of the Roman 
Catholic Church towards Members of other re­
ligious communions, that it was read with asto­
nishment, and greeted as the indication of an 
improved temper in the members of that church, 
and the harbing·er of a better understanding than 
had hitherto subsisted between them and their 
brethren of every other denomination throughout 
Christendom. 
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As this was the first document which evinced, 
on the part of the Catholics, a desire to co-operate 
in the distribution of the Scriptures, and as it 
opened a way for that connection with them 
which has since been cultivated with so much 
harmony and effect, it will be proper to extract 
such passages from the letter as may do justice 
to the principles of this enlightened Priest, and 
those of his Brethren who participated with him 
in sentiments at once so just and so happily 
expressed. 

" You will not, I trust, be displeased, if an 
entire stranger to you presumes to address you 
in a letter. I had the pleasure to learn, from a 
copy of your letter, addressed to Mr.--, of 
Nurenberg, the great number of zealous friends 
of the Bible in London, who are filled with a 
noble desire to send out the pure word of God, 
as the best p1·eacher, into the world. This ac­
count excited in my breast the most heartfelt joy 
and gratitude towards that God who is the only 
Giver of ' every good and perfect gift;· hut I felt 
also lively emotions of unfeigned love and affec­
tion for you, and for all the Members of the 
venerable Bihle Society, for whom I wish a thou­
sand hlessi11gs. May tlw Lord Jpsus, through 
whom all blessi11gs are communicated to us, be 
the hegi11niug and P11d of tlwir praiseworthy under­
taki11g ! And may his name he glorified for it to 
all eternity 
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" What particularly induced me to write, was. 
your question, ' Whether the Bible was still pro­
hibited to the Catholics ?' Being convinced there­
by, that you were mindful even of the poor 
Catholics, I wa,; particularly moved and editied : 
for, indeed, nothing is more aflectiug than that 
Joye which embraces all, without the least dis­
tinction; ' for God is love; and he that dwelleth 
in lorn, dwelleth in God, and God in him.' I felt 
myself, therefore, comstraiued to thank you, in the 
name of all honest and well-disposed Catholics, 
for these your fratemal sentiments. 

" In answer to your question, I observe, properly 
speaking, the Bible has neve1· been prohibited to 
the Catholics.* The C\>uucil of Trent only states, 

• The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Crangauore differe,l 
from this cnlighll'ned Priest in his construction of the Decree 
of the Council of Trent; as appears from his reply to the 
Vicar of Cranganore, who asked this his Spiritual Superior, " if 
he could, in safe conscience, accept the offer of the niblc, 
printed in Malabar, without notes, to be circulated among the 
Malabar Christians." 

" I say" (was the language of the Archbishop) "that you 
cannot receive such books as are offered you; as the reading 
of the Bible, without notes, approved by the church, is ex­
pressly prohibited, eHn to those who have liberty to read 
prohibited books. Tlte declaration of the venerable German 
Priest, who says that iltere is no pi-o!tibition acco,·ding to tltc 
Collnril of '/i-cnt, m1t.$I be u,ulerstood in another mannei·," Aud 
in a sul,se11uent letter on the same business, to Lieut. Col. 
De Morgan, the Archbishop expresses very decidedly what he 
weans by that other manner. 

"I was astonished'' (writes the Archbishop) " when he (the 
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-Indiscrimiuata lectio Sacr<l! Scripllirm inter­
dicta est. W Pl1-i11formed Catholics took this 
alway!' in that senst! ouly--that not all Books 
of the Bihle, p,-omiscuouslg, >'houlcl he put into 
the hands of the corn111011 people; referrinA" chiefly 
to some hooks of the Old Tn;tament. Besides, 
this prohibition of the Council of Trent has never 
been admitted as binding hy the whole body of 
the Roman Catholic clerµ;y in Germany: but so 
much is tme, that all blind bigots of our church 
ha\'e always spread the opi11ion, that it was 
entirely foi-l1idde11 for all laymen to read the 
Bible; a11d this prejudice is, alas! E--till deeply 
preYalPnt amo11g the gTeater part of the people. 
There are, howPver, at present, many of om· 
clergymen, both in Swabia and Barnria, who 
strongly recommend the reading of the Bible, 
chiefly of the New Testament, and do every thing 
in their power to promote it. I have, for my own 
part, distributed many New Testament!,, and 
some Bihler-, ainong morf' mlightened Catholics; 
aud seYeral of my dear brethren in Christ do the 
same. 

" Should au Institution be established among 
ui-, npon your plan, I am sure we could dispose 

Vicar) said, that he would take charge of a thing that is impos­
sible for him: brcause Iii, 1/oly Bible is prohibited lo b, read by 
the lroman Callwli,·s, u·ith the exception of some parts, wl1ich 
are called consilio e,identiore."-Appendix to Fourth Report 
of the Calcutta Auxiliary Bible Society. 
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of a good number of Bibles and New Testaments. 
The people seem to get more and more desirous 
of the Bible ; and the number of clergymen is 
increasing, who not only would tolerate, but 
commend the reading of it. 

" I feel a very great desire to witness the 
formation of a similar Bible Society among the 
Roman Catholics : and, indeed, I will make some 
attempts ; though I foresee many difficulties, and 
can hardly suppose that so many active and 
benevolent friends of the Bible are to be found 
among the Roman Catholics as would be re­
quisite fm· such an undertaking. Your question, 
however, respecting the Catholics, inspires me 
with the hope that your Society is desirous to 
extend its beneficial influence likewise to the 
Catholics; wishing only to know, whether a dis­
persion of .Bibles among them would be practi­
cable; and, indeed, it would not only be practi­
cable, but desirable in the highest degree. 

" Now, J beg you, my dear brother in Christ, 
to receive these few lines in love. I wrote this, 
trusting it might be acceptable to your venerable 
Society. I cannot express, in terms sufficiently 
11trong, the fervency of my joy, and of my love 
towards all who, throughout England, heartily 
believe in Jesus Christ as their only Saviour, and 
zealously endeavour to extend the Redeemer's 
kingdom. I embrace them all as the beloved 
and elect of God, as friends and brethren in 
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Chrii;t, let them be of whatevel' name, OJ' belong 
to whatever drnrch or denomination. The more 
distant the cou11h'ies, and the more diffel'ent the 
outward forms and establishme11ts are, the more 
I rejoice, if I am privileged to hear that our 
ever-faithful Lord and Saviour is gathering from 
among them a flock of bPlievi11g people. Truly, 
God has a numerous Army q/ Reserve in Eng­
land, who do not bow before the Baal of the age, 
nor sacrifice to the god of the times. Let all 
who kuow his name, glorify him for this mercy! 
May the pPace of God, and the all-sufficient 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, be with you all!" 

Among the many disti11guished friends of the 
Society by whom this communication from so un­
expected a quarter was received with emotions of 
real gratification, no one manifested those feelings 
more strongly than the venel'able Bishop Porteus. 
That Prelate may Le truly said to have rejoiced 
in the contents of this extraordinary document 
"with exceeding great joy." By the Bishop's de­
sire, the author read it publicly at his Lordship's 
table: the overflowi11gs of his liberal heart were 
poured forth on the occasion in the warmest 
expn•ssions of surprise and delight. The scene 
wa.: novel and atrecti11g: the Catholic Priest and 
the Protestant Bishop appeared to recognize each 
other as members and functionaries of the same 
u11divided church : while " The Lord be with 
you" was uttered by the one, the other seemed 

123 

PART I. 
CHAP.II, 
~ 

1804-6. 



124 

PART J; 

CHAP, II. 

-----1804-6. 

HISTORY OF THE BRITISH 

to return the corresponding salutation-" And 
with thy spirit." 

The production of this letter excited, as may 
l,e 1-mpposed, iu the breasts of the Committee,· a 
desire to improve, what to their minds appeared 
a most favorable occun-euce. Reg·arding it as 
an invitation to occupy a field from which they 
had considered them;;ehes as altogether ex­
cluded, they accepted the challeng·e with thank­
fulness, and determined to meet it with a snit­
able demonstration of cordiality and friendr-hip. 
In this sentiment, they 1·esolved to place 1000 
copies of the Protestant New Testament, then 
printing in Nurenberg, at the disposal of this 
zealous correspondent, for distribution, by sale or 
gift, among the Roman Catholics in Swabia and 
Bavaria; and directed him to be assured of their 
sincere disposition to afford the members of his 
communion e,·ery deg-ree of aid consistent with 
the principles and means of the Institution. 

These transactions comprehend every thing 
which it is material to record in the hi~tory of 
the Society's attempt to establi~h a system of 
foreign relations, from its commencement to the 
month of December 1804. The gTOund was by 
these means broken up, and, to a certain degree, 
brought into cultivation. The German Society 
planted at ~ urenberg had taken root, and was 
already beginning to shew signs of fruitfulness hy 
a determination to print 5000 copies of a Pro. 
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estant New Testament; and a traiu was laid for 
1l'oducing similar .Establishments or exertions of 
, kindred description, in other parts of the cou­
ineut. 

Nor were the efforts employed with a view to 
he enlargement of the Society's domestic co11-
1ections attended with less pro;;perity. The 
;ircular Address, subscribed by the Pr('sident, 
.nd dispatched, uuder his Lordship's sanction, 
D a considerable muuber of the Clerµ;y, Dissent­
·1g Ministers, and persons of influence, hronµ;ht 
,ack, in return, from ,·arious parts of tht' country, 
rnnn congratulations on the establishnwnt of the 
,ociety, and the most friendly assurances of a 
iberal and active co-operation. 

In the mean time, the measures adopted for 
upplying the inhabitants of the United Ki11µ;dom 
vith the Scriptures in the E11gfo.;h a11d Welsh 
anguages, co11tinnerl to he 111·osecuted with un­
.hated vigor; and ad rauced as rapidly as, from 
he more tardy process of casti11g· the slPreotypt: 
,!ates, and other i111pedi111e11ts iuseparaJ.le from 
he execution of g-reat aud important concerm•, 
·ould he reaso11ahly expectl'd. 

Thing;;; had attained this state, \\ lwn an i11cide11t 
,ccurrecl, which afforded tllf' Socil'ly au oppor­
unity of makiug- the first application of its fu111l~ 

o the printing of a portion of ti!(' Script11r1•~ in a 
ureigu language, u111frr its own immediate dirP<> 
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Captain John Norton,* a Chief of the Six-Nation 
Indians in Upper Canada, having been induced 
to ,isit England, partly with the design of serving 
in the British army, but principally with that of 
obtaining a confirmation of the Grant under which 
his Indian brethren occupied the Grand River 
settlement, fell into a connection which gave his 
mind, originally intent on the general welfare of 
his Tribes, a more decided direction towards 
their moral and religious improvement. Under 
this impression, he was advised to employ his 
intervals of leisure, in translating the Gospel of 
St. John into the Mohawk dialect, the current 
lang·uage of these confederated nations. The 
reason for making choice of this Gospel was, that 
the Mohawks were already in possession of the 
Liturgy of the Church of England, select portions 
of the Old and New Testaments, and the entire 
Gospel of St. Mark, t translated hy Captain Brant: 

~ Captain Norton was adopted by the Confederacy io 
1791, and in 1800, appointed a Chief, under the title of Tey­
oninhokarawcn. His father was a Cherokee, ancl served in the 
British army. 

t A translation was also made of the Gospel of St. Mat­
thew, together with many chapters both of the Old and New 
Testament, about the beginning of the eighteenth century, by 
the Rev. Mr. Freeman. Some portions of the latter were 
printed at New York ; end reprinted in London with " the 
Book of Common Pra,.er, &c." in 1787, for the use of the 
Mohawks, at the expe~se of Government. The Gospel of 
St. Matthew is supposed to remain in MS. See " Humphrey's 
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it appeared therefore desirable to furnish them 
with the means of adding to their stock of reli­
gious knowledge au acquaintance with the 
sublime doctrine contained in the Gospel of St . 
.John. 

It may not be amiss to say something of the 
people for whose use this translation was in­
tended. 

The Mohawks, and the Six Nations in general. 
were the old and steady allies of Great Britain. 
The incorporated Society for Propagating the 
Gospel, sent a mission among· them in 1702, the 
first year after its incorporation; and had, by 
the blessing of God, the satisfaction of bringin~ 
over many to the faith and practice of Chris­
tianity. 

These confederated Indians entered into an 
alliance with the English, immediately after the 
latter became pos,aessed of the province of New 
York, in the seventeenth century. Their decidecl 
adherence to the British interest during the 
American war, macle it expedient. for them to 
abandon their ancient settlements, and remove 
to Upper Canada, when the independence of the 
British Colonies was ackuowledg"ed by this 
country. " Such was their attachment to our 

Account of the Society for Propagalin~ the Gospel in Foreigu 
Parts;" also Preface to the " Book of Connuon Prayer, ,'\<c." 
a• above-meutioned. 
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common Sovereign, whom they considet· as their 
:Father, and such their predilection in favor of 
our nation, that they cheerfully submitted to 
this inconvenience rather than remain in their 
native country, when under a foreign jurisdic­
tion."* At the time when this translation of 
St. John's Gospel was suggested for their benefit, 
the number settled on the Grand Uiver, though 
much reduced by various causes, some of which 
it was the object of Captain Norton's negociation 
to remove, amounted to at least 2000 souls. The 
total of the Confederacy, (including the Caghna­
wagues, Hurons, or ,vyandots, who professed 
the Roman Catholic religion,) was computed to 
exceed 8000.t Add to this, that the dialect of 
the Mohawk was intelligible to certain other of 
the Aboriginal Tribes ; and that a very encou­
raging disposition • had been shewn to receive 
religious instmction. 

Captain Norton appeared to be in every 

,, Preface to " Book of Common Prayer, &e." before eited. 

t The Six Nations are the Ondowagl,as, or Senecas, the 
Cayeugas, the Onondagas, the Oneidas, the JUohawks, and the 
1'uscarol'Os. To these, which are Protestants, and settled in 
l'pper Canada, may be added the Caghnau•agues, themselvea 
i\lohawks, who were converted to the Roman Catholic religion, 
and led to Lower Canada, by the French Missionaries; and the 
Hurons, or Wyandot&, a people speaking a language nearly 
similar to that of the a hove-named Confederates. These latter 
are also Roman Catholics ; they inhabit near Deh·oit, aod have, 
be.ides, one villace near Quebec. 
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respect, qualified to execute the pl'ojected trans­
lation. He was a mau of great natural acuteness 
and much l'eflectiou; and united with a strong 
sense of religion an ardent devotion to the in­
tel'est of his Tribes. His knowledge of the En­
glish language, which was familiar to him from his 
childhood, had been improved by two years of 
education in Scotland; and that of the Mohawk, 
in which dialect he had served as Intel'pl'etel' to 
the British army, had been matul'ed and per­
fected by long residence in the Grand River 
settlement. To these general qualifications were 
added au extensive acquaintance with the Holy 
Scriptures, aud au inc1·t·asecl conviction of thei1· 
importance, derived iu great measul'c from 
that intercourse which he had been led to culti­
vate with men of distinguished piety and of reli­
gious as well as g·eneral information. 

As it was the desire of the Committee of the 
British and l<'oreig·n BiLle Society to ascertain, 
with as much accuracy as pos,;ible, the correct­
ness aud fidelity of the tmuslatiou, and it was uot 
prohable that another pensou could be found in 
Great llritain who understood the language i11to 
which it was made, J'ecouJ'se wa,; ha<l to the 
following expedieut. 

On an occasion which gave the author an 
opportunity of introducing the Tra11slator to a. 
respectable compa11y, he took a1lvantage of the 
presence of some gentlemen, whose testimony he 
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considered of eminent value, to bring the subject. 
of the Mohawk translation, then nearly com­
pleted, into discussion. A proposal was made, 
and universally acceded to, that, as the only test 
by which the accuracy of his version could be 
tried, Captain Norton should be requested to re­
translate a portion of his MS. into literal English. 
With this request Captain ~orton complied, and 
immediately read, in the manner proposed, the 
17th chapter of St. John. The suffrages of the 
company were then collected ; ancl they were 
found to be unanimous in pronouncing, as far as 
the evidence appeared, that the translation Wali 

made with equal fidelity and judg·ment. Among 
those who sat in this court of criticism, and 
concurred most warmly in the decision as re­
ported, the author trusts he shall be excused for 
mentioning the Rev. Professor Bridge, of the 
East India College; the Rev. Dr. Hamilton, 
Rector of St. Olave's, Jewry; and the Rev. R. 
Ormerod, A. M. Vicar of Kensington. 

The translation having heen thus accredited, 
the Committee felt no hesitation in adopting it: 
an impression, consisting of 2000 copies in Mo­
hawk and English, was accordingly printed. A 
proportion of the edition was consig·ned to the 
care of Captain Norton ; and, under his direction, 
copies were furnished to different stations in 
Upper Canada, and in the Ohio and Oneida 
cmu1try. The favorable opinion entertaiued of 
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the translation was shortly after confirmed by the 
. ill(f~ment of the lntnpreter." in the Indian ,·illagt's, 
who pronouncerl it to bP " n'ry correct:" and 
the fact of its circulation has bf'Pll proved by 
the following· statement, wliich appean•cl in the 
Address of the Salem Bihle Society at the 
clo,:e of 1810. Speaking· of thP Pxertions made 
by the British and Fo1·eign Bible Socicty, the 
Address thus proceeds: " They have penetrated 
into the wilds of the American co11ti11<'11t, a11d 
published the Go,:pel in Indian and Eng·lish ;" 
and it acids, hy way of confirmation, " as an 
interesting fact, that one of tlw Oneida foclians, 
who ,·isiterl Salem the preceding· surnmPr, carried 
in his bosom a copy of St . .John's Go,-pel in the 
Mohawk and English language." 

A circumstance arose in the r:our,af' of this 
transaction, which afforded the co11cl11ct.or:s of the 
Society an opportunity of bringing· tlwir principles 
to the trial. The Translator, dC',-;irous to co11ci­
liate the attention of tlw Mohawks, and JWPpare 
their minds for appreciati11p; tlw treasnre with 
which the British and Foreign Bihle Society had 
supplied them, drew up a short i11troclurtory 
acldi·ess in Mohawk and English, and, without 
consultation, prefixrd it to the work. In this 
state six copies were bonnd, ancl presente1l as 
8pecimens of binding-, to a Suh-Committee, whose 
office it was to superintend this department of 
the Society's service. Immediately upou the 
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discovery, a 1·esolutiou was passed, that the portion 
which contained the introductory address should 
be removed from the copies already bound; and 
that it should in no case be united with the text 
in such copies as should hereafter be issued 
under the sanction and responsibility of the So­
ciety. As the record of this determination 
evinced the promptitude and firmness with which 
the first approach to deviation from the funda­
mental laws of the Society was resisted, it may 
be satisfactory to the reader to see the terms in 
which it was expressed. 

" An Address to the Six Nations having been 
written by the Translator, and printed uniformly 
with the Gospel, your Sub-Committee have 
ordered the same to be wholly separated from 
the Translation of the Gospel, and not in any 
instance to be bonnd up with it; it being incom­
patible with a fundamental principle of this In­
stitution to attach to the Scriptures any additional 
matter whatever." 

In justice to the Translator it should be 
stated, that the Address contained no other 
sentiments than those which every Christian might 
be expected to approve ; and as there was, 
throughout it, an interesting simplicity, charac­
teristic of the kindest disposition and the purest 
principles, a brief extract from the closing part 
{)f it may not be unacceptable to the reader. 
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" As Jehovah our Lord loveth mankind, and 
is ever mercifully aiding those who stand in need, 
80 are also his people, that is, the truly pious; 
considering all men as hrPthrPn in whatever 
quarter may be their place of hahitation; and 
wherever they may sPc them labouring under 
difficulties, they feel for them, and hasten to their 
assistance. Thus are the true worshippers of 
God, to the extent of their ability, communicating 
kindness to their brethren. 

" Much have I seen of this influence since I 
left you; for truly I have been, as it were, led 
hy the hand to the abode of those who love and 
revere the system and precPpts he has ordained 
for us, and daily study by what means they may 
fulfil his will; I have been much rejoiced hy the 
additional i;:trength and aid I have thereby re­
ceived in religiou. 

" .Far distant from them is the situation of our 
brPthren and mutual children, wlwre our habi­
tations occupy along the banks of our river 
Oghswt·go, or the opposite shores of Lake Erie, 
where the smoke arises from the fires of the 
Orulowaga, on whom is hinged the door of the 
confederacy: yet, notwithstanding, whf'n thPy 
became acquainted with the condition of our 
country, they cousiderPd, by what means the 
gospel of Jesus might more folly be declared in 
those parts whPre our brethren were scattered; 
that they might lead them into the path which 
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endeth iu heaven. As soon therefore as I had 
tmuslate<l this, they caused it to be printed, to 
the 'amount of 2,000 copies, considering that 
number as fully adequate, for all those who speak 
our language. 

" I ha,e received great pleasure from this 
kind COllllllllnication of the Gospel. I r~joice, 
:ind salute in thankfulness Him who resides in 
the hea,ens, for having thus influenced their 
minds to aid us. Exert yourselves, friends; let us 
strictly adhere to what our Lord has transmitted 
to us in the Holy Scriptures, that thereby the 
unbelie,·ers, in viewing us, may become ena­
moured of the Gospel, and may know that we are 
trnly pious by the Joye we bear the command­
ments of Goel, and that we ha,·e there placed our 
minds without g·nile ; and may also see that we 
are of the company of Christ, not only in name 
and proft·ssion, as too many are, but also in our 
pious demeanour and virtuous lives. Let us also 
follow the example of tlwse who have favored us 
with this book; by our spreading the holy religion 
to the utmost of our ability, that all our brethren, 
wherever they may dwell, may be made ac­
quainted with the uame of Jesus Christ, and may 
know tlw dispew;ation ordained for us by God. 

" Four of the disciples of our blessed Lord, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, wrote the 
hir<tory of his life, doctrines, and miracles : of 
these, the latter was the peculiarly beloved, and 
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1s the most circumstantial in the essential points 
of doctrine ; and you will see throughout how 
strongly is inculcated reverence to God, and love 
to man: which let us earnestly pray God t'ver to 
presene us in, hy the inthw11ce of His Holy 
Spirit, and through the merits of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

" (Signed) TEYO:NINHOKARAWEN."* 

London, January 23, 180a. 

About the period when the business of the 
Mohawk Gospel was t:'11tered upon, the founda­
tion was laid fo1· that Biblical Library which, by 
gradual accumulation, is now become :,;o con­
siderable and important. It had appeared for 
some time to many friends of the Institution in a 
high degree desirable and expedient, that copies 
should be procured ( as far as practicable) of all 
the exi;;ting versions of the Holy Scriptures ; in 
order that the 8ociety might not he at a los;, for 

~ It will afford pleasure to the reader lo observe, by the 
Gazettes, and other pul>lic documents, lhat upon the com­
mcncrmcnt of hoslilitics IJehH'l'll Gre~1l Britain a11tl America, 
this Chi,,f apprnwd his loyalty to his (;real Father b,- joining 
the Brilish staudanl; and that his conducl, at th,, head of his 
Indian warriors, was signalized tluou.5.!.houl the \\OH 1,y ~uch a 
display of cour11gl·, .iudg111ent, a11d perse\crance, as to :!aiu him 
repeatedly lhe lh,111k, of lh,, military rnmmanders iu Canada, 
and a special ma, k of n·,p,·ct and acknowledgmeut from Hi, 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent. 
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a standard edition, and the means of collation, 
whenever an occasion might arise for printing an 
impression on its own account. The first step 
which was taken in pursuit of this end is to be 
traced in a resolution passed on the 3d of Decem­
ber, 1804, hy which it was determined, that of 
every edition or translation of the Holy Scrip­
tures, or of parts thereof, printed under the 
auspices of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
six or more copies should be transmitted, to be 
lodged in its Depository. But as it was foreseen 
that the operation of this measure would be 
unavoidably slow, limited, and remote, it was 
further determined, on the ensuing 17th, that an 
appeal should be made to the community at 
large, through the medium of certain daily news­
papers and periodical publications of character, 
soliciting donations of Bibles, Testaments, or 
portions of the Scriptures, in the ancient or 
modem languages. The first fruits of this deter­
mination were a munificent present from Granville 
Sharp, Esq. of thirty-nine copies of the Holy 
Scriptures, or certain portions of them, in various 
languages, together with the Irish and Italian 
rnrsions of the English liturgy. Thus the first 
chairman of the Society became also the first 
contributor to its library. A benefaction so liberal, 
ancl in every respect so seasonable and advanta­
g·eous, demanded some special acknowledgment. 
The office of conveying; the Society's gratitude was 
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cheerfully undertaken by the President, and the 
following ll'ttt'l' will sho\\· with what appropriate 
feeling· hi:s Lordship discharged this agreeable 
duty. 

To Granville Sharp, Esq. 

" Sir, 
" It is with the sincerest satisfaction that I 

execute the instructions of the Committee of the 
Bible Society, in returning their most cordial 
thanks to you, for the very valuable collection 
of Bibles, Tt•staments, all(l Psalters, in different 
languages which you have presented to them. 

" I cannot indeed but fed a peculiar satis­
faction in the opportunity thus afforded me, of 
expressing the sense entertained by the Com­
mittee, of the great value of the donation itself, 
as well as of the high estimation in which they 
hold the donor. 

" That Providence may long continue to you, 
with every blessing·, thP enjoyment of a ljfe which 
you have adorned no less by your talents than 
by your wishes, is the unanimous wish of all, 
and of none more sincerely than of him who has 
the honor to subscribe himself, with the greatest 
regard and esteem, 

" Sir, 
Your most obedient humhle Senant, 

TEIGNMOUTH, 
Jan. 7, lBOa. \>resident."' 
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The commencement of the year 1805 wa~ 
rendered memorable in the annals of the Society, 
by a serious aud protracted discussion relative to 
the text at that time prepariug for the proposed 
edition of the Welsh Bible. As this transaction 
has been frequently cited with a view to disparage 
the character of the Iustitutio11, the author will 
lay before the reader a brief recital of it, referring 
him, if desirous of more detailed information, to 
the Rev. Mr. Dealtry's Vindication of the British 
and l•'oreign Bible Society, and a letter from the 
Rev. J. Roberts to that gentleman, published in 
1811, under the title of" Welsh Bibles." 

It having bePn resolved, on the 3d of Septem­
ber, 1804,* that au edition of Welsh Bibles and 
Testaments should be printed with all convenient 
dispatch; and the Hev. Thomas Charles of Bala, 
(whose inquiry for copies of the Welsh Scriptures 
led to the formation of the Society,) having been 
pointed out as fully competent, from his know­
ledge of the language, to prepare a copy for the 
press, a correspondence took place on the sub­
ject, and the result was a determination to accept 
.Mr. Charles's proftererl service~; aud au engage­
ment to that eflect was mutually concluded. As 
the work was to he executed at Cambridg·e, 
under the immediate sanction of the Syndics of 
the University Press, whose credit, no less than 

• See page 18. 
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that of the Society, was concemed, that it should 
be as complete and unex<,t•ptionable as possible, 
application wa,-; directed to he made to that 
learned body, l'equesting to know, whethel' it 
would be agreeable to the University to pl'int 
from the Oxfol'd copy of 17lJfl, l'P\ iscd hy .Mt·. 
Charles, and to allow the Committee of the So­
ciety to nominate a conector of the pl'ess. The 
pl'oposition was very readily ass<>nted to, and 
Mr. Chal'les pl'oceeded acconlingly in his task of 
pl'eparing the Welsh text with all convenient ex­
pedition. 

In this stage of the lm,-iness, his Lordship, the 
President, received a communication from the 
Bishop of London, enclosing a letter, addressed 
to the Bishop, hy the Rev. 01'. Gaskin, Secretary 
to the Society for Promoting Christian Know­
ledge, together with au extract of a letter from 
the Rev. John Roberts, complaining of the So­
ciety"s conduct in prepariug the Welsh Bible, a 
copy of which extract, as the Secl'etal'y stated, 
was forwarded " hy direction of the Board," to 
all the Bishops who;.e names appeared a:- Vice­
Pm;idents of the British and Foreign Bihle So­
ciety. In the letter of DI'. Gaskin, Mr. Roberts, 
the complainant, was described as " a very re­
spectable Cler~yman and emi1w11t Welsh Scholar, 
who had been employed hy the Society for Pro­
moting Chl'istian Knowledge in correctiug the 
press of the last Oxford edition of th~ Welsh 
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Bible;" and the complaint, as conveyed through 
the extract from Mr. Roberts's letter, was, that, 
in the edition preparing for the press by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, improper 
alterations had been made in " the present ortho­
graphy of the Welsh version of the Bible;" which 
" has" (adds M1·. Roberts) " been thought for 
centuries not only unexceptionable, but a model 
of purity and correctness, and considered as the 
standard of criticism and pure language." 

The Committee of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society were informed of these circum­
stances by a letter from their President on the 
21st of January 1805; and, from deference to the 
opinion of Mr. Roberts, under the sanction which 
it had received from the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge ; from respect to their Right 
Rev. Vice-Presidents; and abm,-e all, from an 
anxious desire that their proposed edition of the 
Welsh Bible should be liable to no just exception, 
they immediately appointed a Sub-Committee to 
inquire into the grounds of Mr. Roberts's ob­
jection. 

The Sub-Committee so appointed, at the head 
of which was the President himself, held re­
peated meetings, and adopted the most prompt 
and judicious steps for ascertaining the real merits 
of the controversy. They lost no time in re­
questing of Mr. Charles to explain the nature and 
extent of the corrections which he had made in 
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the text of 1799. This explanation Mr. Charles 
very readily furnished, in a lucid and satisfactory 
statement; and the Sub-Committee, after a patient 
and elaborate investigation, delivered iu their 
definitive report. Without taking upon thern­
i.elves to pronounce any judgment on the altera­
tions in orthography, or on the general corrections, 
they vindicated the conduct of Mr. Charles from 
the suspicion of attempting or intending any 
change in the translation, and expressed their 
real satisfaction in having· been able to show that 
the confidence reposed in him had been amply 
justified. Copies of this report, together with 
Mr. Charles's statement, were ordered to be com­
municated to each of the Vice-Presidents, and to 
the Syndics of the Cambridge University Press. 
On the reserved question relative to the changes 
in orthography, it was considered expedient to 
obtain the judgment of another tribunal. An 
arbitrator was proposed and acceptnl in the 
person of the Rev. Walter Davies, of Myfod, 
a Welsh scholar of acknowledged reputation; 
and to his decision the question was finally 
referred. 

Things had been placed in this train, when 
intclligf'nce was received, that the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge had passed a 
Resolution on the 12th of March, 1805, to print 
20,000 Welsh Bibles from the edition of 17 4f;, 
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which they subsequently altered to the edition 
of 1752. * The Committee of the British aml 
Foreign Bible Society, desirous of preserving 
uniformity in the text, determined to adopt the 
same standard ; and thereby superseded the 
necessity of fm1her investigation. 

Having given a simple and authentic narrative 
of this transaction, which has been so imper­
fectly understood by the friends, and so grossly 
misrepresented by the enemies of the Institution, 
the author's only remaining anxiety is, that the 
parties more pa11icularly implicated in it may be 
seen in their proper light. 

Of the promptitude, the diligence, and the 
impartiality of Lord Teignmouth, something has 
been already intimated ; and too much cannot be 
:;;aid. His Lordship seized the earliest opportu-

• This may be a proper place for correcting the misre­
presentation which has been so industriously propagated 
respecting the Welsh Bible printed by the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. It bas been confidently stated, that it was 
printed from rivalry and opposition to the Society for Pro­
moting Christian Kuowlc<lge. " This" (says Lord Teignmouth 
with great truth,) " is denied. The first order for printing an 
edition of the Welsh Scriptures oil account of the Bible So­
cie.ty, was dated on the 3d of September 1804; the first infor­
mation which the Co111111ittee of that Society received • that 
the Sociel)' for Promotin!( Christian Knowledge had come to a 
resolution, at their las! meetin!(, to print an edition of 20,000 
Welsh Bibies, &c.,' was made in the words of the quotation, 
by a l\lcmuer of both Societies, oil the 18th of !\larch, 1805. 
The spirit of rivalry in this case must have beeu prophetic."· 
' .. Letter le Dr. Wordsworth, l'· 11.) 
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nity, after receiving the communication from the 
Bishop of Loudon, to promote inquiry into the 
matter of complaint ; manifested a sober and 
undisturbed equanimity throughout the whole 
comse of the investigation; and contimwd, with 
unwearied perseverance, to direct those councils 
in which it was carried 011, till he saw it brought 
to a complete and satisfactory conclusion. In 
confirmation of this account, an appeal may be 
made to the Official Correspondence as detailed 
by Mr. Dealtry, in the Appendix to his " Vin­
dication of the British and l<'oreig·n Bible So­
ciety." The whole of that Correspondence will 
be found to reflect the greatest houor upon the 
conduct of the President; aud the following 
extract will enable the reader to judge what 
he may expect from the perusal of it. 

Extract ji·oin L01·d Teigmnimtlt's Letter lo lhr 
Committee. .lunuarg 19, 1305. 

" In the puhlication of the Welsh Bible, the. 
Committee most properly considered it their duty 
to make the new edition a:s conect as possible; 
and contidiug in the jud:;ment and abilities of 
Mr. Charles, they accepted his assistauce in 
preparing that edition for the press. The zeal 
and assiduity with which that g-<·11tleman has 
discharged the task, are e11titled to the g;rateful 
:.icknowledgroentr. of the Committee : hut the 
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propriety of his emendations ( as far as ortho­
graphy is concerned) has been questioned by a 
geutleman of respectability, who, I am informed, 
superintended the very edition which Mr. Charles 
has corrected; and the Committee of a Society, 
which deservedly holds a high place in the public 
estimation, has given its sanction to the objec­
tions of Mr. Roberts. Its opinion will naturally 
have • great weight, and may have a prejudicial 
influence on the interests and success of our 
Society, if they should persevere in printing· the 
Welsh Bible, without a full consideration of those 
objections. They would, indeed, have merited 
the attention of the Committee, if they had come 
before them in any other mode ; and this obser­
vation naturally suggests the propriety of the 
minutest investigation of the emendations pro­
posed, and of the objections started. It cannot 
fail to do credit to the candor and impartiality of 
the Committee ; and their final determination, 
whatever it may he, can then be made with confi­
dence. Admitting the judgment of the Committee 
to he fully satisfied with the alterations made by 
Mr. Charles, such a conviction would not be 
sufficient to authorize the printing of the Welsh 
Bible with those alterations at present. The 
effect of them, we are told by Mr. Roberts, is 
to make the language a different dialect from 
that of the Bible at present in use; and that any 
departure from the established orthography will 
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be particularly inconvenient to the public. M1·. 
Roberts, inderd, appPars to hav,• formed his 
opinion on the supposed altPrations without having 
seen them, aml to j11dge from othf'r s1wcirne11s of 
11owl orthography: but it wonld he idle to rPpel 
his objPctions hy such a rC'rnark; it is more 
hC'coming, in my opinion, to meet them fairly, 
examine them coolly and impartially, and thus 
ascertain their validity in a firm resolution to 
yield to them, if valid. Till this examination he 
made, we shall not he properly qualified either 
to maintain or renounce tlw proposed amend­
ments, ancl still less to satisfy the public mind, 
(an object of the greatest importance at all times, 
and most peculiarly so on the present occasion,) 
if ultimately it should be thong-ht advisable to 
print the Bihle in its amended form." 

The conduct of the Committee in accPpting 
the offer of a corrected copy of the Welsh Bible 
from an individual who, thong·h not a regular 
Minister of the Estahlishecl Chnrch, was known 
to be a man of integrity, an excellent Wdsh 
scholar, ancl critically acquainted with the sacred 
text; and who had also reco111111e111lecl himself 
to the esteem of the Soci(•ty by his exrrtions in 
Wales to promote its snccess,--was certaiuly not 
of a nature to suhject their proccPcli11g-s to any 
just animad,ersio11. The offor promised, i11 the 
first instance, to experli!I• the acco111plish111c11t of 
their object; and they were fnrthrr induced 
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to embrace it by the hope of being able, through 
the zeal and industry of Mr. Charles, to give to 
their edition a superior degree of accuracy and 
correctness. As soon as they were informed that 
the propriety of the steps they were taking had 
been seriously controverted, they yielded to the 
advice of their noble President; embarked, under 
his direction, in a course of the most strict and 
conscientious inquiry; and evinced, by their 
behaviour throughout, and particularly by their 
adoption of a common text with the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge, at the close, 
that they had no jealousy to indulge, no nnity 
to gratify, no peculiar interest to serve; no end, 
in short, which they were anxious to compass, hut 
that of putting the word of God in a correct, 
intelligible, and acceptable form into the hands 
of the people. 

To Mr. Charles, whatever may be thought of 
the system of ortho~-raphy which he was de­
sirous to adopt, nothing can be imputed, which 
will derogate in the slightest degree from his 
integTity, and his laudable zeal for the purity 
and correctness of the W clsh Bible. With a 
frankness and alacrity which nothing could 
have inspired but a confidence in the sincerity 
of hi•s intentions, and (what to him appeared) the 
justue;;s of his theory, he met all the inquiries 
promoted by that court in which the merits of 
his corrections were to be tried. Nor does it 



AND FOREIGN RIBLE SOCIE1'Y. 

redound little to his praise, that he manifested no 
symptom whaterer of cha1,.\"rin or resentment at 
the issue to which the imestig-ation was brought; 
but roluutarily assistl:'d in l1rill:,\·i11g foward that 
text hy which it was determined that his own 
should be superseded." 

.For the 8ociety for Promoting- Christian Know­
ledge, it must in justice be said, that the part 
which it acted was such as became au Institu­
tion, identified in principle and desig·n with the 
doctrine and the discipline of the Established 
Church, aud bound by the spirit of its cousti­
tutiou to watch o,er the text of Holy Scripture, 
and to rescue it from the injurious effects of wilful 
corruption or fanciful i1111oratio11. 

One party only rnnains to be considered, aud 
that is the respectable informant, with whom the 
whole busi1wss of the investigation originated. 
From the channel through which the complaint 
was trausmitted, and the turn which was given to 
it by the enemies of the Society, as though it 

• In what degree Mr. Charles afterwards contributed to 
impro\'e the edition stereotyped at Oxford iu 1800, by the 
correclio11s with which he supplied the conductors of that 
work, the author will not undertake to say: so much, however, 
he can assert, from an inspection of correspondence in the 
possession of i\lr. Charles's family, that co.-rcetions were 
repeatedly trnnsmitted L,y Iha! e,cl'llent man; ll1at many of 
them were "inserted;" a11<l that his tiuishing of them was repre­
sented as conferring an ohligation not only on the conducton 
of the edition, but 011 " the Principality at large/' 
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amounted to a charge of altering the translutio11, 
and uot the ortlwgrapl1y, Mr. Roberts certainly 
fell for a time under the suspicion of not being 
influenced by the mo!'t friendly motives in the 
part which he had acted. The question at issue 
was also of a description to require, in order to 
determine on which side the truth lay, a know­
ledge of the ,v elsh language, which those on 
whom the investigation of it devolved, in no 
degree possessed. Add to this, that, for the 
reasons already given, the arbitration was arrested 
shortly after it had commenced; and by its entire 
supersession the real subject of difference between 
the litigant parties remained wholly undecided. 
Truth however requires the acknowledgment, 
that Mr. Roberts has broug·ht forward such 
evidence in support of his objection to the new 
orthography,* as to leave no room for doubting 
what would have been the judgment of the Ar­
bitrator on this part of the controversy, had the 
question been carried to a clecision.t For the 

* Sec "Welsh Bibles." 
't It is .tue to Mr. Roberts t-0 state, that, in a letter addressed 

to him by the Rev. Waller Da,•ies, in June, 1805, the latter 
gives a decided opinion against the new orthography. " The 
Holy Scriptures," (says ~Ir. Davies)" as they now stand, except­
ing a few tJpographical errors, and inaccuracies of punctoation, 
are, according to the best of my judgment, exactly as they 
ought to be. I do not see, among the numerous proposed 
alterations in orthography, a single item of any weight. The 
gutturals, a"Pirates, am! plenitude .of consonants, though 
considered an eye-sore in the new theory of vision, are never-
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motives hy which Mr. HohPrts was actuated, 
there was Pve1·y thing- i11 his conclnct, s11bseqne11tly 
to the date of his original e0111plai11t, to authorize 
the belief, that they were strictly honorable and 
conseiPutious; aud that lw i11te11ded uothiui;· so 
little, by the com•sp lw pmsucd, as to a/ford an 
opportuuity for the imiclious u.-,ce which was m 
some iustaucPs made of his commu11ieatio11. In 
the letter before-citPd, :Wr. Roberts Pxpn:ss<•s his 
" fePliug·s of PxtrPIIJP coucern for the circum­
stance,-; which intro<lucecl him to the uoticP of 
the British and Fon•ign llible Society.· " With 
heart aucl soul"' (he coutinuPs) " would I labour 
and co-operate with ('Very frieucl of the human 
race iu prnmoting- the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures. While I view Christer11lo111 lmrning 
with sp1•aphic zeal iu carryiug 011 this work of 
God-like hem•1·olf'11ce, I ca11110t hut hope and 
pray, that some gt·rminf' particle of the same 
sacrecl zeal may ever animate my owu hosom 
ais a vital pri11ciple of action." The clo><e of his 
lettn, while it <·ompletc,; Mr. Rohc·rt~·s Yindi­
catiou of his conduct, may very properly termi­
nate this account of the controYersy. 

" ~ow, while I repeat my coi11cidn1cc of 
opinion II ith om national anthoritiPs, I cmmot 
help at the same tint(' Pxpn·ssiug- 111y <lePpest 

theless, and have bet•n, for a length of time, the appropriate 
and peculiar characteristics of our language." - " Welsh 
Bibles," p. 22. 
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regret, if there has been any thing reprehensible 
in the language and mode of my opposition to its• 
intcuded adoption in a Biblical edition: or if its 
prevention could have been effected in a manner 
more conciliatory, and expressive of the respect 
due to the character which Mr. Charles supports 
as a Christian. Much indeed would I deprecate 
the guilt of embarrassing any individual or So­
cieties in their honest endeavours to supply 
immortal beiugs with the records of divine re­
Yelation. Living as we do in an important period 
of timP, and the voice of Jehovah so audibly 
in his providence admonishing his servants to 
abound in fruits of righteousness and works of 
benevolence ; we cannot but feel om· ohli~·ations 
to employ hand and tongnP, and exert the utmost. 
energies of head and heart, in promoting the 
pmsperity and glory of Christ's holy catholic 
church, that is at this time looking forth as the 
morning, fair as the sun, aurl terrible as an army 
with banners.'' 

By this time intelligence was rec£ived from 
Basie, in answer to the co111m11nication addressed 
to that placP, imitiug its inhal,itants to co-operate 
with the British and Foreig·n Bible Society in the 
advance1nent of its foreign ohject. The partiel!I 
who had been addressed, announced their willi11g-
11ess to adopt the proposal of forming a Bible 
Society for their town and vicinity ; but added, 

~ Viz, the new ortb11grapby. 
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that, from local difficulties, they were not yet in a 
condition to procel'd to such an establishment; 
they had thel'l-forl' deten11i11cd, under present 
circ11111sta11ces, to 1111ite thl'ir exertio11s with those 
of their hrf'thren at N m·enlwrg. 

Au i11teresti1ig· lettt-r was also transmittPcl from 
the Hf'., .\Ir. Oberli11, Minister of a pari.-;h iu 
Alsace, containi11g· fire villagPs, and ,,mf,racing 
a mixed rdigious population of Roman Catholics, 
Lutherans, Hefornwd, and llaptists. This letter 
reported the i11tl-111\ed distribution of ,.;ome French 
and GPrman Hihles, purchased hy funds with 
which Mr. Ol,erli11 ha<I heen suppliPtl from 
E11;.da1ul; and the pa,-toral simplicity with which 
it dcsnilwd tllf' principal characters for whom the 
gift of a Hihle wa,-; <if'sig11ed, rc•con1111e11decl it 
warmly to tlw feeli11gs of the Committe<•, and 
will, it is hdi,•n·d, sufficiently apolog·ize to the 
reader for its insertion. 

" I lunP 111acle a list of such penm11s as I 
consider 1110,-1 dP,-1•ni11:.:; of such a prt>sP11t. .\u10n~· 
the larg-e 1111mher of i11<foid11ab and families to 
whom a UihlP is a nw,-.t wekonw prc,-e11t, I first 
put down such charact,•r,-; as ;!re 111rn,t adin, i11 
promoti11µ; tlw llt-dPP111n·,., ki11gdom, and i!t doi11g­
good to the bodit>s and ;;011\s of their l<:llow-1111.·11. 

" 1. Thejirsl Bil,ll' shall lw l!,·ive11 a,-: a pn·sent 
to Sophia Bt>rnanl, who is 011c of tlw most ex­
celleut women l know, and, indeed, at1 or11aipe11t 
to my pal'ish. While unmarried, she undertook, 
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vith the consent of he1· parents, the support and 

,ducatiou of three helpless boys, whom their 
vickecl father had often trampled under his feet, 
nd treated in a manner too shocking to relate, 
vhen, uearly starving with hunger, they dared to 

ry out for food. Soon afterwards, she proved 
he happy means of saving the lives of four Roman 
~atholic children, who, without her as:sistance, 
vould hare fallen a prey to want and famine. 
rhus she had the management of seven children, 
o whom se,·eral more were added, helo11gi11g to 
nembers of three several denominations : she now 
1ired a house and a servaut girl, and supported 
he whole of the family eutirely with her own 
vork, and the little money she got from the 
11dnstry of the childre11, whom she taught to 
pin cotton. At the same time, she proved the 
:realest blessing to the whole village where she 
ived. I;or it is impossible to be more industl'ious, 
rngal, clean, cheerful, edifying by her whole 
rnlk and conversation; more ready for every 
:ood word aud work; more mild and affectionate, 
nore firm and resolute in dangers, than she was. 
btan ;,o eumged some of her enemies, that they 
hreatened to destroy her old tottering cottage ; 
,ut God was graciously pleased to preserve her . 
.,_ fine youth, of a noble mind, made her an 
,!:!•r of his hand. She first refused, but he 
leclared he would wait for her even ten years. 
1/heu she replied, that she could never consent 
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o part from her poor orphaus, he 11olily answered, 
\Vhoc1 <'r take,; the mother, takes the children 

oo: So he tlicl--a1ul all thei-t· children were 
)rou;.d1t up hy them i11 the 1110st careful a11d 
!Xct>llent 11um11t'r. Lately, tlwy ha1e taken in 
;un1e other orphaw,, who111 they art' trai11i11g· up in 
.he foar and Im c of God. Thoug·h these t>xcel­
eut people pass rather for rich, )Ct their income 
s so limited, mid their l)('11e1·ole11ce ,;o cxte11si1e, 
:hat sometime,; they hardly know how to furnish 
t uew suit of ue<:c:-;:-;ary clotlll's. To thf'm I i11tP1uJ 
:o girn a llihle, considering that their ow11 is 
i'ery often li~nt out i11 dif!t·rent Homan Catholic 
rillag·es. 

" :.l. A second Bible I iuteu<l to gi1 e to an 
~xcelle11t wornau, Maria Schepler, who liws al 
the opposite cud of my exteu,;ive parish, where 
the cold is more se,·e,·e, and the g-ronnd unfruitful, 
,o that nearly all the hou:-;eholders are poo1 
people, who must leu<l their elothes to each other 
when they i11te11d to go to the Lord's Supper. 
This poor w0111<111 is also a very clisliug·uished 
character, iu whu;;e praise I could say much, were 
[ to euh•r iuto particular,;. Though distressed 
and afllidt>d i11 her owu person and circu111-
,ta11ces, ~-et she is a mother, bendactress, and 
teacher to tlw whole 1·illag·e where i-<he Ii,es, and 
to some m·i.~hbouriu;;- districts too. She takes 
the most li1ely i11t<,rest i11 all that l'elaies to the 
Redeemer's ki.ug<lom upon eat'th, and often groans 
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mdcr a sense of all the inroads made by the 
lowers of darkness. She also has brought up 
;e, eral orphans, without receiving the smallest 
·eward, keeps a free-school for females, and 
nakes it a practice to lend her Bible to such as 
,re entirely deprived of it. 

" A tltird llible-present I intend to make to an 
xcellent widow-woman, Catharine Scheiddegg·er, 
vho is, like the former, a mother to orphans, and 
.eeps a free-school; as also does another young 
voman, who instructs little children in a neigh­
,ouriug village, in such knowledge as may render 
liem useful members of human and Christian 
ociety. 

" I might easily enumerate many more charac­
ers of a similar description, whose eyes will 
verflow with gTatefnl tears, if they are farnured 
,ith the present of a Bible." 

Coincident with the receipt of these commn­
ications from Gnmany, was that of the first 
egular information relative to the design enter-
1ined by the Baplist M issiouaries at Serampore, 
) engage iu an extensive system of oriental trans­
ttions. The staternent was conveyed in au ex­
met of a letter from the Rev. :Mr. (now Dr.) 
:arey at Calcutta, to the Secretary of the mission, 
~e late Rev. Andrew 1:uller; and it represented 
~e Missionaries as already employed on four 
mguages, and as possessing· considerable advan­
ages, should they be adequately supported, for 
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translating tlw Bible iuto all the languages of the 
East. As tlw lette1· of Dr. Carey was dated 
anteced1'ntly to the fonnation of the British and 
Foreig-11 Bihle Society, aml s!t'ps had been taken 
by thf' latter to estahfo,h at Calcutta a Corres­
ponding Cou1111ittee for the accornplislunent of a 
similar design, in which Connuittet• tlu· three 
principal Baptist Missionaries wt•re t'xpressly in­
cluded; it did not appear expedient that any 
further measures should at that time Lt• adopted. 

Such was the ;.:tate to which thiug-s had arrived 
in hoth the domPstic and tlw fon,iµ;n department, 
when a publication appeared which opened upon 
the Society the first of those many attacks hy 
which it was dn,tinrd to he assaultr,d. The title 
of this publication was " 1\11 Address to Lorri 
Teig-nmouth, President of tlw British and Foreign 
Bible Society, occasioned by his address to the 
Clergy of the Church of England; by a Country 
Cler~·y111a11 : .. and althoug·h the cxtravag-ant weak­
ness and unmeasured scurrility of this compo­
sition deprived it of all just claim to considera­
tion, yet the importance of the qnf'stion which 
it professed to defend, the hig-h tone of orthodoxy 
and r:h11rchma11ship * which it assnmf'd, ancl the 
extraordinary industry with which it wm; dis-

~ The following specimens from the Address; the first, 
containing the Country Clergyman"s theory of christian cha­
rity; the second, his sentiments on the mischief lo be appre-

• bended from a liberal distribution of the Scriptures; will 
show the reader, how little originality there has been in the 

PART I. 
CHAP. II. 
._,-, 

1004-i. 



156 

PART I. 

CHAP.II. 
'-',-., 

1804-5. 

HISTORY OF THE BRITISH 

persed, appeared to demand that it should not 
be permitted to circulate, without receiving some 
degree of attention. Such at least was the view 
takeu of it by the Bishop of Loudon. A ware of 
the mischievous influence which might be pro­
duced by the propagation of those notes of alann 
which were sounded in the Country Clerg·yman's 
Address; aud desirous to obtain for himselfand the 
other Episcopal Patrons of the Society, the means 
of justifying· to themselves and, should it be found 
necessary, to the world, the part they had taken, 
His Lordship, after some correspondence with 
the author on the subject, appointed a meetiug 
of those Prelates at London-House, on Saturday 
the 9th of :March, and requested that Lord 

absurdities advanced by the majority of those who have 
succeeded the Country Clequman in this line of controversy. 

" Christian charity no where recommends associations of 
discordant principles, combinations of men professerlly at 
variance, and in hostility with each other: lmt Christian 
charity enjoins that whicl; renders all these elaborate Societies 
useless: it teaches and oblitres Christians to be like-mindecl, 
to have one faith, one baptism, one speech, and one hope 
of their calling." Address, p. 1 I. 

" It is to he expected, that each member of your hetero­
geneous Society will draw his portion of books for the pro­
motion of his particular opinion: for il is easily seen, that 
a Bible given away by a Papist, will be productive of Popery. 
The Socinian will make his Bible speak and spread So­
cinianism: while the Cah•inist, the Baptist, and the Quaker, 
will teach the opinions peculiar to their sects. Supply these 
men with Bibles, ( I speak as lo a true Chu1·chm.1n,) and yo• 
supply them with aTm/i against yourself." Id. p. 13, 
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Teignmouth and the author would attend on that 
occa;;iou. 

Having procured the Society's Minute and Cor­
respondence Books, and made such extracts from 
both as seemed to Lear on tlw case, the author 
accompanied Lord Teignmouth to the nweting· in 
which the Institution was for the first time to be 
put upon its trial. The Prelates assembled were, 
the Bishops of London, Dmham, aud Exeter, 
(now Salisbury:) the Bishop of St. David's, being 
absent from town, was prevented from giving his 
attendance. 

As the general accusation against the Society 
was, the dang·pr which it threatened to the Esta­
blished Church, some time was occupied in 
canvassing the grouncl upon which such a charge 
was pretended to be advanced. Certain ques­
tions were then proposed 011 the part of the 
Bishops, respecting· the conduct of the Committee, 
and the nature and te11de11cy of their ordinary 
prnceedings. To tlwse quei;tions the author re­
plied iu general, that their Lordships having 
~igT1ified their approhatiou of the principlt's of the 
Society, he presumed it was not expected that 
he should enter into a justification of t/1em: that 
he was prqian'd to show, hy a reli•re11ce to the 
official rernrd~ of the lustitntion, that the Com­
mittee had a<:t<-d in strict confonuit,v with its 
funda111P.11tal rr•;,;11latio11s. The author then ad­
duced, in proof of this assertiou, an<l in more 
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particular answer to the queries proposed, the 
facts aucl circumstances with which he was pre­
pared ; and concluded, by inviting their Lordships 
to examine the books, and to jndge for them­
selves, whether the Society had not been faithful 
to its principles and engagemeuts. The Bishop 
of Durham, who had taken the principal share in 
putting the interrogatorit>s, testified his cordial 
acquiescence in this line of defence. " Show 
rue" (said the Bishop) " that the Society has 
acted correctly, and I am satisfied." 

The documents having been submitted to the 
inspection of their Lordships, and the matters 
in the statement produced by the author, parti­
cularly discussed, the Bishops expressed their 
entire satisfaction with the conduct of the So­
ciety; and U1Janimously determined, that it should 
continue to receive their patronage and support. 

Lord Teig:nnouth, whose equanimity on this,, 
as well as 011 every other occasion of similar trial, 
experienced no sort of perturbation, listened to 
all that was said on either side, with the most 
tranquil and dignified composure. At length, 
when the Prelates had delivered their judgment, 
his Lordship adch·essed them in these memorable 
words : " Well, my Lords, I know not what your 
Lordships may think, but for my own part I can 
truly say, I had rather be the object of ten such 
pamphlets, than the author of one of its pag·es. 
I thank God, my last moments will not be embit. 
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tered by the l'eflection of having written such a 
pamphlet." 

After the mePting broke up, the author had a 
private interview with the Bii'110p of London, by 
his Lordship's request; and rl'cei,·erl his instruc­
tions to complete the Lmsiness of tlw day hy 
publicly replying to thP ()ouutry Clergyman's 
Address. With these instrnctions the author 
yielded a ready compliance; and iu little more 
than three weeks (viz. 011 the 6th of Apl'il) brought 
before the public a pamphlet eutitled " A Lf'ttcr to 
a Country Clerg~'man, occasioned hy his Address 
to Lord Teignmouth, &c. by a Suburban Clergy­
mau." ,vhat the merits of this a11sw1'r were, in 
which invective was combated by raillery, aucl 
the weapon of ridicule wai,: opposed to thP panoply 
of prejudice, misrepresentation and alarm, it 
belongs to others to determine. It is sufficient 
for the author to know that, such as it was, it 
satisfied those whom it chietly concerned him to 
please; and reconciled them more effectually to 
the determination they had formed to maintain 
their connection with the Institution. 

While the controversy whieh has been related, 
was exercising the friends or the Society in the 
metropolis and it:s immediate viciuity, its affairs. 
were maki11g no little progress in different puts 
of the island. The known 1letermi11ation of the 
Society to furnish, with all possible expeditiou, 
~ supply of the Welsh Scriptures, had raised• 
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the desponding minds of that ardent people, 
and stimulated them to extraordinary exertions 
in behalf of its funds. Mr. Charles promoted 
it with persevering activity among those classes 
to which his itinerant labors p;ained him 
access. The Bishop of Bangor (Dr. Warren) 
gave it the advantage of his recommendation; 
and im,tructed the Rural Deans throughout his 
diocese, to distribute its plans, and to solicit 
benefactions in its favor. By these and similar 
means the Institution was advertised in various 
divisions of the Principality; and the influence 
of this procedure was attested by a mass of 
contributio11s both congregational and personal, 
amounting within the year to nearly 1,900[.* Thili 
sum was the more remarkabli·, and certainly 
not the less valuable, from the consideration of its 
having been contributed, for the mo;.:t part, by 
persons composing the plain and inferior orders 
of the community. The words of the Society'i. 
correspondent are remarkable-

" There are none of our poor people willing to. 
live and die without contributing their mites to­
wards forwarding so g·lorious a design. Their 
zeal and eagerness in the good cause, surpass 
every thing I have ever before witnessed. On 
several occasions we have been oblig·ed to 
check their liberality, and take half what they 

• Vide List of Subscribers appended to the First Annual 
. lteport, under " Collections." 
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offered, and what we thought they ought to give. 
Great joy prevails uuiwrsally at the thought that 
poor Heatheus are likely soon to be in possession 
of a Bible; and you will never hear a prayer put 
up, without a petition for the Bible Society and 
Heathen Nations." 

Scotland also began, about this period, to 
discover that attachment to the Society, and that 
concern for its prosperity, which, augmenting from 
year to year, have at length incorporated a large 
proportion of the Scottish population among the 
most ardent and generous promoters of the In­
stitution. The link which connected the Society 
with that division of the British empire, was sup­
plied by the personal sen ice of the late pious and 
philanthropic David Dale, Esq.: and Glasgow, 
the place of his residence, was that part of Scot­
land, in which the Society was first publicly 
recognized, and measures were adopted fut· ex­
citing a gennal interest in its support. It wail 
not till NO\embn, W0-1, that the Committee 
obtained au introduction to the acquaintance of 
this i11rnluablc ag·cnt. }<or this advantage they 
were iudebted to one of their number, Robert 
Ste\·cn, Esq.; a gentleman, whose services to the 
S~ciety, both iu its Scottish and its geueral con­
nectio11s, eutitle him to hollorable a11d grateful 
commemoration. Throm;h this channel a com­
munication was opt!IH'll with Mr. Dale, and a 
supply of circular addresses transmitted to hi~ 
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for distribution, in such manner as he might find 
practicable aud expedient. With a zeal corres­
pondent to the expectation which had bee,~ 
encouraged, Mr. Dale immediately espoused the 
cause of the Society; and he took his measureli 
with such promptitude and wisdom, that, through 
the divine blessing, he was enahled to announce, 
on the 4th of March, that the Presbytery of 
Glasgow had resolved on a public collection 
being made at all the churches within their 
bounds; and that it was intended by some active 
friends of the Institution among the Laity, to 
exert themselves in procuring genernl subscrip­
tions. 

This intelligence was followed, in the comse 
of two months, by the grntifyiug· information, that 
the Synod of Glasgow aml Ayr had imitated 
the example of the Presbytery of Glasgow, and 
determined upon promotiug a collection in behalf 
of the Society. This determiuatiou took place 
on the I Ith of April, Ia05; and the Synod ordered 
the statement 011 which their resolution had been 
grounded, to he printed, and seut to the ministers 
of the diflerent chmches aud chapels within 
theii- bounds, " to be read from the pulpits, and 
the collection to be recommended with suitable 
exhortations:" they furthe1· ordered certain copies 
to be transmitted to every minister, in order " to 
be distributed among his people." To the late 
Rev. D1·. Dalrymple, Minister of Ayr, belongs 
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the honor of having brought the proposition under 
the consideration of the Synod. " I give you 
joy," (writes this venerable man to his friend Mr. 
Dale,) " and would take some small share of it 
myself, that we have lived to see the day of a 
British and Foreign Bible Society. In the 82d 
year of my ag·e, aud 59th of 111y ministry; next 
to both deaf aud blind, it is little I ca11 do in an 
active way to assist in so glorious a desig·11 : but 
that little shall not he wanting;. This evening I 
intend to overture our Synod, for a coll1'ction, 
after the good example of the Presbytery of 
Glasgow; and I hope to succ{sed." With what 
primitirn simplicity and apostolical earnestness 
such an advocate would be likely to plt>ad, may 
be easily supposed : the success of his application 
has been seen; and it unites with the sentiments 
expressed in his letter, to challenge for his 
memory an honorable record, amoug the earliest 
and most zealous of the Society"s Scottish bene­
factors. 

The first anniversary of the Society was now 
approaching; and the Committee, anxious to 
appear with ad vantage before their constituents 
and the public, unanimously requested tl!eir 
President, whose judicious counsel had so ma­
terially aided them in conductiug; the a!\:iirs of 
the Institution, to draw up the lirst annual report. 
With this rec1uest his Lordship complied; and 
the necessary steps having been taken to arrange 
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all the preparatory measures, the anniver~ary WM 

celebrated, 011 Wednesday the 1st of May, 1805, 
at the New London Tavern, Cheapside ; to which 
place the meetings of the Committee had, in the 
month of December, 1804, been removed, as being 
more central and convenient than that in which 
they had previously been accustomed to meet. 

At twelve o'clock the President took the chair, 
supported by the Bishop of Durham, W. Wilber­
force, Esq., and other distinguished characters. 
His Lordship read the report, which he had 
prepared at the instance of the Committee, and 
which had been previously :;;ubmitted to their 
approbation. The Bishop of Durham then rose; 
and, after a frank and energetic declaration of his 
sentiments in favor of the Society, and a just 
eulogium on the conduct of the President in 
dernting so much time, labor, and anxiety, to the 
direction of the Society's affairs, concluded a 
speech in which the characters of the Prelate 
and the Christian were equally sustained, by 
moving, that the warmest thanks of the meeting 
should be presented to his Lordship for his 
faithful, zealous, and persevering attention to the 
business of the Institution. The proposition was 
greeted, as were others of a similar import in 
reference to the several laborers in the variou11 
departments of the same common work, with 
strong demonstrations of approval and regard. 

The sceue preseuted on this interesting occa-
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i.ion was disti11guished by fpatures which gave it 
an irre~istihle i11flue11ce over the ki111lest and most 
elevated aflectio11s of the !wart. Persons of vari­
ous co11111mnion~, circumstances, and stations; the 
Prdate and tlw PresbytPrian, the Lutheran and the 
Calvi11ist, the Peer and the Quaker, here mingled 
in new and undi.~semhling· concord; and, " agree~ 
ing in the truth of God's holy word," mutually 
professed their determination to " live in uuity 
and godly love." Pride and contention, pre­
judice and bigotry, an·ogance on the one part, 
and contumacy on the other, appeared to have 
fled before the genius of the Bible. Each indi­
vidual seemed to feel that the long and disgrace­
ful reign of misunderstanding· and hostility among 
professing Christians was passed away; and many 
a tear attested the sincerity of that reconcilia­
tion which promised to heal the breaches of 
intestine division, and to unite the heretofore­
conflicting members of Christ's holy catholic 
church, in an indissoluble league of peace, and 
amity, and cm·dial co-operation. 
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CHAPTER III. 

1805-6. 

THE anniversary meeting, and the distribution o 
the Report, by which it was was succeeded 
appear to have consoliclatecl, in a great degree 
the intemal resources of the Society, and in 
Bpired very animating hopes of its acquiring ; 
considerable ascendant in the public estimation. 

The encouragement which had been given ti 
the plan of the Institution, previously to the ter 
mination of the first year of its existence, ver: 
11ensibly augmented, as that plan was more fulli 
developed in practice. Add to this, that th1 
circulation of papers and documents, explanator: 
of its principles and its effects, caused its naturi 
and tendency to be better understood. In pro 
portion as this was the case, the impression i1 
its favor became more decisively manifest; am 
testimonies to that pnrpose coulinued to accumu 
late from Christians of different denominations 
anrl from rnrions pmts of lhe United Kingdom. 

That flame which had hem early kindled ii 
,Vales, continued to spread among the inhabi­
tants of the Principality; and the influence 01 
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the Society was attested by the increasing libe­
rality of their contributions, and their warm aud 
growing· interest in its prosperity. 

l~rom Ireland, under its existing· circumstances 
of comparative ignorance and depressio11, little 
was to be expected in the way of direct or pe­
cuniary co-operation. l\Iuch, it was thought, 
would be gained to the common stock of g·eneral 
impl'Ovement, if the i11habitants of that country 
should be roused to a sense of their moral 
wants, and thus Ju., stimulated to desire a par­
ticipation of those inestimable benefits "hich the 
Society was intended to confer. By the disper­
sion of intelligence, however partial and limited 
it may have been, that end was in some measure 
attaiHerl. Already the <lawn appeared of that 
hopeful solicitude which it was folt of so much 
importance to excite ; and we shall soon have 
occasion to reconl the evidence of its growth, 
in etlects of the most pl'Omising description. 

Iu North Britain the Society had made a 
successful entrance, within a few mouths afte1· its 
formation; and both tlw Presbytery of Glasgow, 
and the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr, had given, 
by their public collections through their re­
spective LHnmds, a11 1111eq11ivocal te;.;ti111011y of 
their approhation and friendship. The:-e aus­
picious bt>~inniu~s were, after a very short in­
terval, succee,led by measures, asi-:umin~ a still 
more decisive character, and involving· more 
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completely the suffrages of national opiuion. 
Scarcely had the Society Clitered upon its 
second year, when Scotland was seen pro­
claiming her attachment to the principles of the 
Institution, by gi,·ing publicity aud recommen­
dation to its plaus in her capital; and that 
through a medium, calculated above every other 
to ensure for them extensive acceptance and 
success. Robert Scott Moncrieff, Esq. WM 

the person to whom the Society stauds indebted 
for having been introduced to so honorable 
and advantageous a connection. This respec­
table individual, having· pl'oposed to the direc­
tors of " the Society iu Scotland, incorporated 
by Royal Charter, for Propagating Christian 
Knowledge," to patronize and co-operate with 
the British and l'oreign Bible Society; they 
cordially assented to the proposal, and on the 
8th of May issued the following notification in 
" the Edinburgh Advertiser." 

Cop9 of an Advertisement inserted in tlte 
Edinburglt Advertiser for 1805. 

BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY. 

" A Society having been lately formed in 
London with the above designation, under the 
patronage and direction of some of the highest 
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dignitaries of the Church of England, and of PART I. 

many other pious and re:,;pectable characters, CHAI'. 
Ill. 

both of the Established Church and Dissenters, ,_,,_, 
in that country, the exclusire object of which 
is to diffuse the knowle<lge of the Holy Scrip­
tmes, by circulating them iu the diflerc>nt lan­
guag;es spoken throughout Great Uritain and 
Ireland ; and also, accordiug to the extent of its 
funds, in the languages of foreign com.tries: 
" The Committee of Directors of the Society 
in Scotla11d for Propagatiug Christian Know­
ledge," hi;dily apprO\ing of the ohject of this 
admirable lustitution, id1iclt proposes one of 
lite best conceivable means for tlie speedg and 
universal dfffi,sion of tlte Gospel, and perfectly 
satisfied with the secmity which it aflimls foi· 
a wise aud faithful application of its funds; 
have resolved, most cordially to unite their 
efforts with those of the British and l•'oreign 
Bible Society in promoting so desirable an end; 
and for this purpose, they have appointed the 
following Gentlemen of their number; viz. the 
Hev. Dr. Hunter, Mr. Black, and Mr. Jones, 
:Ministers of the Gospel at Edinburgh; Robert 
Scott Moncrieff, Esq. of New-halls, with the 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Society ; a Sub­
Committee, to correspond with the Bible Society 
in London, and to adopt and pur~ue :such mea­
sures as may be thought proper, in order to obtain 
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contributions and collections in Scotland, for 
promoting· the great object of that Institution." 

The effect of a declaration so explicit, from 
a quarter of such big·h rPspectability, may be 
easily anticipated. The ll1itisb and Foreign 
Bible Society became known and respected 
throughout Scotland: a foundation was thereby 
laid in the capital, for a deep and permanent 
inte1·est in its favor; and a collection on its be­
half, throughout the hounds of the Presbytery of 
Edinburgh, was one of its earliest and most 
beneficial results. Iu " the act and recom­
mendation," by which this collection was autho­
rized, and which was dated the 29th of January, 
1806, the Presbytery state, that, " having con­
~idered the objects of the Society, nuder the 
name of the British and Foreigu Bible Society, 
for the purpose of circulating Bibles at home 
and abroad," they " give their cordial appro­
bation to this Institution, and appoint a col­
lection for this Society to be made in all the 
Churches and Chapels within their bounds, on 
Thursday, :February 27, being the day iippointed 
by the King, to be observed as a national fast 
through Scotland, on account of the present state 
of the Kingdom." 

In speaking more particularly of the Society, 
the Presbytery describe it in the following 
terms. 
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" The ~ociPty for whose benefit this col­
lection is nppointed, was Pstablished a few years 
ago in Lo11<lo11 ; mul co11,..ists of a larµ;e number 
of respP('ta!,le mPn, bdonµ;in,:?: to the Church 
of E11;,?,fa11d, aiul the DissP11tt·rs, who are warmly 
attached to the Christian religion, and the pros­
perity of thPir country." 

After explaining· the occasion of the Society's 
formation, and the natme, extent, and benefit 
of its proceedi11gs, the Presbytery thus conclude 
their candid and liberal appeal. 

" S11ch are the lahoms of lovf', in which the 
Society is enµ;a;i:C'd; labours most condnci,·e both 
to the prC'seilt and eternal interestls of their fellow­
creatures ; and which are admirably fitted, by 
the blessing of Goel, for the accomplishment of 
His promises, ' that the knowleclge of the Lord 
shall cowr the earth, as the waters do the sea;' 
' that the kingdoms of this world shall become 
the ki11gdom of our God, and of His Christ.' 

" Though they have been employing the funds 
under thefr manage1ne11t with fidelity and con­
siderable success, there is need of much larger 
donations for carrying on the extensive and useful 
purposes of their Institution. 

" The Presbytery hope, that euou;i;h has heen 
said to show the vast importance of this under­
taking, and earnestly recomme111l to all under 
their charge, to contribute, as libernlly as their 
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circumstances will admit, for increasing the fund!'! 
and usefulness of the Society." 

This solemn recognition of a Society in which 
Bishops presided and Sects co-operated, ema­
nating from bodies whose ecclesiastical consti­
tution renders them almost equally opposed to 
prelacy and to separation, evinced a spirit of 
Christian generosity which cannot be too highly 
commended ; the memorial of it will form an 
honorable record in the religious history of Scot­
land. The conduct of the Presbytery of Edin­
burgh on this occasion, viewed in connection with 
that of the Presbytery of Glasgow, and the Synod 
of Glasgow and Ayr, will sufficiently account for 
the deep root which the Society will hereafter be 
found to have taken in the northern part of the 
Island, and for the luxuriant growth which its 
interest has continued to experience among all 
classes and denominations of Scottish Christians. 

In England, the effect of those publications 
which advertised the existence of the Society, 
announced its proceeding·s, and invited general 
co-operation, was also manifested, though by 
slower degrees, and, for a time, with inferior de­
monstrntions of liberality aud zeal. The seed 
which has since so abundantly sprung up, was 
destined to be for a considerable period buried 
under the soil ; and although it is true that the 
augmentation of general contribntion was great, 
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and for the most part annually progressive, yet 
it is as true, that it required four years to double 
the amount of the first year's annual ;:uhscriptions; 
the return of the first year from this source being 
1,2351. 3s. that oftlw fourth, 2,493/. 12s. 6d. 

llaviug glanced at the circumstances which 
i.hewed the growing streng·th of the Institution, 
and its progTess in the acquisition of domestic 
support, the author will now resume the narrative 
of its public transactions. 

The intercourse maintained with the German 
Bible Society at N urenherg, had led, as will he 
recollected, to a correspondence of au intct·esting 
nature with a Roman Catholic Clergyman in 
Swahia; and the event of it had hee11, the grant 
of 1000 copies of the N urenherg Protestant New 
Testament to that individual, for circulation at 
his discretion. 

In the mean time, the zeal of some enlightened 
Roman Catholics at Ratisl,on, having heen excited 
by the proceedings of the Protestauts at Nmen­
Lerg, the example of the latter was imitated by 
the former; and a Homan Catholic Bible Society 
was established at Ratishou, under the direction 
of the Hev. Mr. Wittman, Director of the Eccle-
1-1iastical Seminary in that place. 

The Director's Address to the Christians of 
the Roman Catholic persuasion, throughout Ger­
Jllauy, ii. peculiarly 1,imple, liberal, and devout. 
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" TO THOSE WHO VALUE THE DOC­
TRINE OF JESUS. 

" Dear Brethren and Sisters in Christ! 
" It is desirable that the Holy Scriptures of 

the New Testament might be put into the hands 
of many pious Christians at a low price. Thereby 
they would be comforted in their afflictions, 
strengthened in their trials, and more preserved 
from the temptations of the world. Many excel­
lent persons do not find, in the public religiou& 
instruction, that for which they hunger; they are 
also often in the confessional only judged for their 
outward deeds, without being led to an acknow­
ledgment of their inward corruption, and to faith 
in the blood of Jesus their Redeemer: if these 
could read the Holy Scriptures of the New Tes­
tament in the quiet time of holidays, thei1· faith 
in the simple doctrines from the mouth of Jesus 
Christ would, by the mercy of their Saviour, be 
thereby enlivened; and the Lord's gifts in the 
Holy Spirit be quickened in them. They would 
hear the voice of the Fatlier in their inward part, 
drawing them to their Saviour, of which Christ 
saith : ' They shall be all taught of God ; and 
whosoever hath learned of the Father, and re­
ceiveth it, cometh unto me.' John vi. 44. (Ger­
man Translation.) 
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" Also Christian brethren and sisters could PART 1. 

meet together in small parties of two or th1·ee on CHAP. 
III. 

Sunday and holiday afternoons, and read a '-'.-
chapter in the New Testament, and confer to- isoi;..G. 

gether on it, whereby a subject of short united 
prayer would impress itself on their minds, and 
what the Lord saith would be fulfilled: ' If two 
of you shall agTee on earth, as touchi11g· any thing 
that they shall ask, it shall Le done for them 
of my Father in hea,e11." Matt. xviii. 19. Chris-
tians ! you are so m1like the world, you are re-
garded as nothing by it; it has no satisfaction in 
you, and you also can gain none from it; and when 
you are for having- here and there a little fellow-
ship with it, then it causes disquiet to your spirits, 
and you soon find yourselves in the like state 
with Peter, wheu he was amoug the people in 
the hall. Be ye separated then, and !Pt it be 
as the Lord saith : ' There shall be lhe in one 
house di,idt'd, three ag·ainst two, and two against 
three.' Luke :-;ii . .'i2. But he ye so much the 
more united tug·ether iu lhl' Lord, in joint prayer, 
and iu comfort ol' tlw words uf Christ. 

" From tlw,;e cuusillcratious has arisen, in the 
the minds of ;;0111e clerg-p11P11, a wish to set 011 

foot a cl:<'ap (;erman eililion of the 1\'ew Testa­
tameut, for the nse of many pious Christians, 
the lkpusito1'y ther1•of to he at Hatisliun, in the 
Ecclesiastical Seminary, as a ccutral place in 
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Germany, and to wait for what the Lord may 
be pleased farther to work therein. 

" I hereby give this intelligence to some known 
confessors of Christ, with a request that they 
will consider the matter before the Lord, recom­
mend it to him in praye1·; and if he is pleased 
to afford them an opportunity to contribute in 
any way toward it, they will not neglect it. 
Cliristimi povert9 and love liave accomplislied 
greater tliings in tlie wodd titan t/1e power and 
ricltes of lite world could do. 

" 0 Lord! Redeemer of our souls! Shepherd 
of the small despised flock! Do with this "'Ork 
as may please thee. Thy kingdom proceeds an 
incessant pace in a still small way; and those 
who oppose it can do nothing ag·ainst it, but 
become thy footstool, and co11tribute to the rest 
of thy feet in the peace of thy people. If it 
please thee, let thy holy history, the history of 
thy chilclhood, of thy ministry, of thy suffering, 
and of the \·ictory in the Holy Spirit in the 
apostles and fir~tling;s of the Christian clmrch, 
come into the hands of thy little ones for their 
comfort aud confirmation. 

(Signed) WITTMAN." 

Scarcely had this Institution been formed, 
when the Roman Catholic Clerg·yma11 before 
referred to made application to the N urenbers-
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Society, for permission to commute the 1000 
Prote,-;tant TC'sta111e11ts ,1 hieh he was to have 
receiYed from their d1°pository, for an equal 
numbn of Catholic Te,-;tarne11t,.: from the pro­
posed depository at Hatishon. The N ureuLerg 
Society, regarding the application as perfectly 
reasonable, and not fores~eiug that any ol\jection 
would lie against its achaission, yielded a ready 
compliance to the wishes of the applicant; and 
transferred the orckr from their own to the 
Ratisbon Society, without deeming it nece;:sary 
to wait till the sense of the parties from whom 
the grant had proceeded could be taken upon 
the subject. 

To the Committee of the British and Foreign 
Bihle Society thi;; measme appeared to Le oat' 
which, from its noH~lty, and the cousequencelil 
with which it was pt·ctpiant, called for very grave 
and deliberate consideration. Immediately on 
the receipt of a dir<·ct co111111u11icatio11 from thC' 
Roman Catholic Clt0 qQ·man, conveying· the re­
que;:t which he had made to the Nurenherg 
Society, and stating the success with which that 
request had Leen attended, a l"P~olutio11 was 
pasl'-ed, dl:'claring, that the propo1,1al to exchange 
the order of I 000 Protesta11t Testaments for 
an equal number of Catholic Testaments could 
not be acceded to. 

The effect of this resolution, the wisdom of 
which, under the peculiar circumstauces uf the 
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British and Foreign Bible Society, could net 
be questioned, wai; painfully felt and aflectingly 
represented by the Nurenberg Society, whose 
somewhat precipitate, though certainly well­
intenoed procedure, had placed both themselves, 
and the conducto1·s of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, in a situation of great embarrass­
ment. The former pleaded, in justification of 
the course they had ventured to pursue, the 

'accommodation which it had afforded to the 
Catholic Clerg·yman, by relieving him from the 
ditficulties which he must have experienced 
in an attempt to distrilmtc, to any extent, among 
members of his own communion, copies of the 
Protestant Testament. They further state<l, 
that the catholic edition to which the order had 
been trausferred, would be printed, not from a 
slansh tram,lation of the Vulgate, but from 
Mr. :Seim arzers version of the original Greek, 
without uote or comment, a version which, while 
it sauslied e11lighteued Catholics, Imel been fa­
vorably recei,ec.l by Protestants themselves. 

The Committee, while they :,;ympathize<l with 
the feeliugs of their N urenberg frieuds, and saw 
much in then· statement to atone for the precipi­
tation with which they had acted, considered 
it exvecJ.1e11t, after a full and dispassionate 
i11ve:,;tigat10n of tl1e subject, to confirm their first 
resoluuon. Desirous, however, of uphol<liug the 
cre<lit of the Nurenberg Society, which had be-
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come pledged by this transaction, and anxious 
to prevent the charge of illilierality from bei11g 
brnught against the British a11d J<'oreigu Ilible 
Society with any semblance of reaso11, sci era! 
:Members of the Committee u11ited, i11 their pri­
vate capacity, to defray the char;:;e of tlw 1000 
Testaments ordered at Ratisbou: while the 
Catholic Clergyman, havi11g accepted, with grate­
ful acquic-.;;cence, the fultih11e11t of the /'-;ot:il'ly's 
original intention, continued to retai:1 his daim 
for the Ratisbon copies; and thus became, m 
the event, doubly endowed. 

The author has been studiously partic11lnr in 
relating the circmrn;tauces of this trau,;:.c1iou, 
because they serve to illustrnt2 the cauti(,us 
prudence, and conscici1tiom; exactitude, with 
which the Committee of the Briti:-:h all(! fon·ign 
:Bible Society harn hecn accuston1t•ti to act. It 
will appear, from what has beeu st:1ted, how 
careful tiiey were, in this iw;tan('e, (ns they "·ill 
be found to lime hec11 ia eH!l'Y i-imilar trial,) 
to guard against being· carried away by tl,1,ir 
Lest feelings, and by the frmptiilg prosp:·ct 
of au immediate good, so as to aclopt a nw.1s11re 
which rni;:;ht, 1,y however forced a co11strnction, 
be iuterprcteti iuto a ,·iulation of the le:te:· or the 
spirit of their regulations. Th," ~(•<:i,,1y ,v,•:;, :!t 

this time, in its i11fa11<:y: its rdatio11s with the 
Protestaut clmrcl:t's of Cl1ristl':,d,m1 were hut 
l"ecently entered into, m11i p:.utially foru1t'd: the 
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prejudices existing against Roman Catholics, and 
every thing which pertained to them, were in 
their g-reatest strength ; and the version in ques­
tion, though respectably vouched for, was yet 
very defectively known and accredited. These 
considerations were sufficieut to recommend and 
to justify extreme caution on the part of the 
Society, lest an error, in so early a stage of its 
proceedings, mig·ht drnw its principles into sus­
picion, and throw obstacles in the way of its 
future movements, which no exertions of pru­
dence or energy would afterwards enable it com­
pletely to surmouut. 

For the Roman Catholic Clergyman himself, 
it is due to his character to observe, that he 
behaved throughout the business in a manner 
which reflected the highest credit both upon 
his integrity and his candor. His letters breathed 
the spirit of fervent piety and genuine catho­
licism ; and with an appropriate and animated 
extract from one of them the account of this 
transaction shall be closed. 

" I feel the highest regard for the wise and 
prudent zeal of the English Bible Committee, 
because it is my own desire to see the pure and 
genuine \V ord of God spread, and I am so en­
tirely against all corruption of this invaluable 
treasure, that I myself would prevent it by all 
means in my power. As TH.: DEGENERACY OF 

ALL Ot/TW ARD CHURCHES IS SO GREAT AND 
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GENERAL, AND THREATEXS TO BECOME STILL 

GREATER AND MORE GENERAL, I COMFORT 

MYSELF WITH THIS, THAT THE LORD IS RETIRING 

INTO THE INNER TEl'fli'LE, AND M'lRE GL1)RI­

OUSLY BUILDING UP THE INVISJl:,LE CHURCH. 

AT LEAST HE DOES l'i0T SIT IDLE AT THE RIGHT 

HAND OF HIS FATHER, NOR CAN HE LOSE HIS 

SUIT; WHATEVER MAY NOW BE THE APPEAR­

ANCE, HE MUST FI!\ALLY BE THE GAINER. OUR 

DUTY HOWEVER IS THIS, TO PRAY MORE EAR­

NESTLY THAN E\'ER: ' LET THY KINGDOM 

COME!' AND, ' LORD, ABIDE WITH US, FOR IT 

IS TOWARDS EVENING.' Dr. Sailer (who by his 
truly evang·elical instructions and writi.igs h:1s 
proved a great blessing to the Roman Catholics 
in Germany) thus expresses himself in his last 
book: ' Christiauity is so firmly founded 011 its 
own basis, that, after it has outlived the tinws 
of persecution, after it. has remained unshaken 
in the ag·e of ,-nperstition, it will also ontli,·e this 
age of infidelity and co11tempt." Therefore, we 
can11ot snfficieutly rejoice that we are pri1ilt'!-:,ed 
to s1·ne such a Master, who is infiuitPly imper]()r 
to all his enemies; who has the victory i,, his 
hancls, ever since the world has stood ; whn 
finally shall pnt all enemies muler his ll•et; at 
whose name nery knee shall Low, and <·1 cry 
tongue couless ;hat Jesus Christ is Lord." 

The progrPss made Ly the l'I ure:iht>r:-1,· ~ocid v 
io maturing its ph111s, and recommeuding it-: 
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dcsi,zn to the patronage of the public, though 
neitl:er rapid, nor at any time considerable, ap­
pPnr:-, on the wbole, to have afforded its con­
d11ctr.rs a reasonable degree of satisfaction and 
enconr::igernf'nt. A detailed account of the first 
anniversary of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, expressly translated and p1iutecl for the 
purpose, was circulated with great industry, both 
in N urenberg and its vicinity; and produced, it 
was thought, a very advantageous effect. 

Having, towards the close of 1805, completed 
the first impression of their Testament on standing 
typP~, the l\" nrenherg Society announced its 
completion, in a printed Address, and solicited 
assistance from their ( ;erman fellow-christians, 
in order to enable them to print the entire llihle 
in a similar manner. In the course of their 
Addres,; they advert, with sentiments of re;:pect, 
to the Roman Catholic Bible Institution at 
Ratisbon, and manifest a fraternal disposition 
towards its Members; which evinces the con­
cili::itory influence of a love for the word of 
God, and of a sincere desire to promote its 
general diffusion. 

" The p1inting- of this New Testament" (they 
5tate) " was delayed by several circumstances, 
one of which will afford pleasure to every friend 
of the Bible. The very same person, who had 
to cast the types for our New Testament, re­
ceived, nearly at the same time, au order to cast 
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the types for another New Testament, which is 
to be pri11ted for the use of Roman Catholic 
Christiaus, under the directio11 of some ,ery 
wo1tl1y and truly e11lightc11ed Clergymen of that 
persuasion." 

This good understanding between Protestants 
and Catholics in a cause, which, ju<li,illg from past 
experiencP, might have beeu co11siden~<l likely 
to generate very different feeli11g·s, was co1,,-.i<lered 
at the time au au!-<picious circumstauce : and it 
may now be reft•1-re<l to, as marking the dawn 
of that era in which Catholics and Protestants 
h:ne reciprocated expressions of kiudness; and, 
either by actual co-operation, or Ly a111icalile 
co111pctitio11, have mutually conspired to promote 
the distrihution of the Scriptures among all 
orders and cla:-se:-; of pPople. 

The Addrn;s, while it •lid justice, as we have 
!!leen, to the zeal of the Catholics :it Ratisbon, 
rcportc>cl also, i11 term1, of due cornmen<latiou, the 
warm encourH;!;("lllCHt l'in•n to the desi!,\"ns of the 
Nnrenber;!" SoPif'ty by lhe Prote:-ta!lls in <lir:erent 
parts of Germany and ~witvrland. lu,-tanccs 
were cited of indiYidua! lil,en•':t:·, whid1 testitie<l 
how 11111ch the hearts of the people "Prf' al11 <· to 
the i11ten·sts of , i! al religio11, and how st'aso1:ably 
the ,.-ork of di1lusi11g the Holy Scriptures was 
iutroducPd amo11g tht•m. A ve1,erahle old man, 
whom Providence had raised from !<II''••" liegin­
nings to a state of competeucy, is dcscl"ibed as 
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haviug pre!'ented, with tears of pious gratitude, 
two ia:ums of I, 100 florins each ; one in aid of the 
misi-iouary cause, and the other for the purpose 
of circulating the word of God among his German 
countrymen. Another, who had served forty 
years in a very respectable family, and saved a 
considerable sum of money, which he was accus­
tomed to devote almost entirely to benevolent 
purposes, is stated to have brought 300 florins, 
" as a gift of love, to be employed solely for the 
printing and distribution of Bibles." To these 
interesting facts-interesting· the rather, as being 
the first fruits of those exertions which were 
afterwards remunerated with so plentiful a hanest 
-were added assurances, " that in several parts 
of Switzerland, and chiefly in the Canton of Bern, 
a similar zeal had been manifested ; and that the 
inhabitants both of town and country, stroYe with 
each other in oflering their mites to the Bible 
Institution." 

Such demonstrations of earnestness and in­
dustry in the conductors of the Nurenberg Bible 
Society, a11d of zeal and liberality in its members 
and frie11ds, were obsened Ly the Committee of 
the British and Foreign Bible /Society with great 
aud increasing· satisfaction. Nurenberg was the 
portion of continental g..-ound in which they had 
bc;:;-un their foreign labors. To that spot, for 
a period, their operations were confined. It was, 
in fact the cradle of their continental g1·eatness ; 
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·and they watched over it with a fo11dness which 
disposed tht'rn to rejoice iu every i11dication of 
present adva1~cement, aHd every pre:sa;;e of future 
success. 

To the 1001. originally contributed at the for­
mation of the Society in that plaCf•, the Com­
mittee of the Brifo,h and Foreign Bible 8ociety 
had recently added a secoud donation of 20oz. 

in aid of an impression of the entire Bible on 
standing types, or stereotype, as circumstances 
might determinP. The i11tellig·e11ce couveyPd 
through the address just refenC'd to, continued 
the expectation upon which the second ;i;ra1,t had 
been made ; the Committee, who had vott>d it, 
saw their jndgmeut of the zeal a11d pt•rseYC'rance 
of their Nurenherg friends almndantly conlirmecl; 
and from what tht>y had witnessed in the trial 
thus made, they lelt encour:ip;Pd to proceed to 
still further exertions, :satisfied, that if tlwy were 
but diligent to plant and to watPr, God would 
give the desired-the promised incr,,asP. 

By this time, thP comnnmication opeued with 
Halle in Saxony bf'gan to take etlPct ; and by 
means of it, a cha1111el was obtai11e1l through 
which it was hoped, and as e,·cut,; haYP siuce 
shown, not without reason, that tlw strem11 of 
divine truth might he hendicially tlin·ct.-11 to 
numerous portions of the co11ti11ent, in \I hich 
its refreshing waters Wei"(' deeply allil affectingly 
needed: Dr. Knapp, Director of the Orphan-
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House in that city, gave a friendly reception to 
tl1c owrture made by the Society in the summer 
of 1804; aud, in return, invited their attention to 
the depository over which he preisided, and in 
which a stock of Bibles aud Testaments existed, 
ready for immediate dii4ribution. 

The Canstein Bible Institution, the depository 
here alluded to, was founded at Halle, in 1710, 
by Charles Hildebrand, Baron de Canstein; at 
his decea1Se, the care of it de, oh e<l upon the 
celebrated Professor J'ranke, founder and direc­
tor of the Orphan-House in that city; and vas3-
i11g iu succession to the 1Sereral directors of that 
charitable eistablishment, it thus came nuder the 
administration of the Rev. Dr. Kuapp. The 
Institution had now subsisted for a period of 
nearly ninety-fhe years, dmin~ which time ahoYe 
three million copies, either of the whole Bible or 
New Testament, had been priuted in ditlerent 
languages, and disper;;ed, not only throughout 
most of the European countries, but even through 
different parts of Anwrica and the Russian colo­
nies in Asia : mauy thousand copies had, through 
this medium of dispersion, heeu di~tribtLted gra­
tuitou~ly to the poor; and tlit•re was eYideuce of 
the most u11q11e;;tionable uature, that a signal 
blessing had attended the whole undertaking. 

The Bibles and Testaments issued by this 
excellent Institution were printed iu the city of 
Halle _till the year 1735, when it obtained from 
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Frederick William the privilege of being permitted 
to estahlish a printing--ollice of its own. In co11-
seqne11ee of this imlnlg·ence, a wry large buildi11g 
was armexed to the Orphan-Honse, in which 
Bibles are co11tin11ally printing in suf'h numbers, 
that, to use the languag;e of the Society's corres­
pmulent, " there is always a large supply ready 
for sale." Dr. Knapp, from whose commnnica­
tions these particular~ have bef'n deriYed, accom­
panied his statf'lllf'llt with au assmance, that " if 
the British ancl Forf'ig-u Bible Society ,-houlcl he 
di,-posPcl to make usp of the Bible lnstitutiou, for 
the attainment of tlwir noble and benevolent 
desi;.\·ns, he would feel excf'edi11gly happy to exe­
cute theit- orders." 

Achantag·e was immerliatdy takf'n of this in­
telligence; ancl as Dr. Knapp app1•~n•d to possesi;; 
both the means and the dispo,;ition to co-operate 
elff·ctually with the Yicws of the Society, he was 
reqne,-ted to furnish distinct iuformatiou on the 
following points: 1st. In what places the Scrip­
tures were wanted in the several hrn~nages in 
which the Ca11stein Instit11tio11 had printed and 
continncd to print them; 2clly. lly what mode 
tlw British and Forei;;n Bible So<:idy rnight assist 
in the clistri!intion of them. To tlwse i11quiries, 
which had for tllf'ir principal object to ascertain 
the E>tate of the Scriptures, both a,-, to tlw want of 
them and the facilities for cfo,persing them in 
Prussia, Poland, and the Russian empire, Dr. 
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Knapp paid a kincl and ready attention; and the 
train into which he put them, elicited, in process 
of time, such information as enabled the con­
ductors of the Society to extend their connec­
tions, and to form new links of communication 
with persons ancl places, to which, but for this 
introduction, they might not have found so easy 
and effectual an access. 

While things were thus proceeding at Nuren­
herg, and Halle, measures hacl been concerted 
by the Society's correspondents at Berlin, with 
the prosperous result of which it will now be 
proper that the reader should be _made ac­
quainted. 

The Rev. John JIBnickc, stimulated by the 
example of N urenherg, and encouraged by the 
generous proposal of the British ancl Foreign 
Bible Society, exerted himself with so much 
judgment and perseverance, that the foundation 
of a Bible Society was laid in Berlin, in the com­
mencement of 180G, under the direction of some 
nohlemen and other persons of great distinction 
ancl exemplary character. On the 11th of 
February, the Institution received the sanction 
of His Prnssian Majesty; and on the 31st of 
March, the Committee of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society redeemed their pledge, by voting· 
to the newly-formed Institution the promised sum 
of 100/.; adding a further donation to an equal 
amount, as au inducement to the Berlin Bible 



AND FOREION BIBLE SOCIETY, 

Society to extend their labors, at that time 
employed in printing the Bohemian Bible, to an 
impres;;;ion of the Polish .Bible, the want of which 
was understood to be severely and extensively 
felt. 

The establishment of the Berlin .Bible Society 
,,.as, in the infant circum,,lances of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, regarded as au ac­
quisition of considerable momeut. The import­
ance of its situation, the zeal of its directors, and 
the authority of the royal sanction under which it 
appeared before the public, gave it altogether an 
imposing aspect; and naturally induced very high 
expectations of its future greatness a11d success. 

Of this Institution, which, though (as it hai. 
8ince appeared) scarcely known in the capital 
from which it derin·d itt< designation, and very 
partially supported in other parts of the kingdom, 
contri\·ed, chiefly through the exertions of a 
!'!ingle individual,"' to print 20,000 copies of the 
Bible and New Testament in the Bohemian and 
Polish languages; to promote similar exertions 
in various other placps; and to keep alive like­
wise au interest in favor of the Holy Scriptures, 
till an Establishment was effected for extending 
their circulation throughout the whole Pru,,:sian 
dominions. Of an Institution so wisely planned, 
iO zealoui.ly conducted, and so happily super-

• The RcY. J. Jaenicke. 
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seded, it will be interesting to trace the origin, 
and to follow the labors till they reached their 
co11summation. The latter of these objects will 
have its place in the details which are hereafter 
to be recorded. Of the former something has 
already been said: what remains to be told, 
may be Yery Ruitably extracted from the excel­
lent " Address" issued by the Berlin Bible So­
ciety soon after it formation, and inscribed: 
" To the Christians of the Prnssian States." 

" In that hig·hly-favored country, where, for a 
considerable time past, the spirit of active Chris­
tian charity has been awakened, and a fire 
kindled by the Lord, which already shines into 
the remotest parts of the earth--in the powerful 
kingdom of Great Britain, a Society has been 
formed, consisting of all rnnks and religious deno­
minations, for the laudable purpose of propagating 
the word of God to the utmost of their power, 
by cheap distribution among the poor. 

" No fire burns upon the altar of the Lord, 
without spreading its flames around. This fire 
has also extended its flames. The zeal of Chris­
tians in England has also infused itself into the 
hearts of Christians in Germany. 

" Already iu the German Empire a Society 
has been formed, actuated by the same spirit, and 
for the same purpose, as that in England. In the 
Prussian States, also, there is still room for 
iiiowing the good seed of the word of God. They 
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•till contain <lisb·icts, where, in the house!! of 
many poor Prote,;laut fa111ilies, the precious 
Bible is sought iu min. A 11u111ber of sincere 
frieud:i of God and of maukiud, iu and out of 
Berliu, coustrained by the lo,e of Christ aud of 
their fellow-christiaus, hme associated, after the 
example of the above-mentioued Euglish and 
German Bible Societies, to collect a fund for 
the purpose of purchasing Bibles aud l\ew Tes­
taments from the Bible Institution at Halle, 
to be gratuitou:,,ly distrilmted, or sold at a very 
low price, to the really poor in the Prussian 
States. They also i11tPud to publish a new 
e<litiou of the llohemi,111 Bible: a donation of 
100[. which has been rntnl them by the Bible 
Society in Londou for this purpose, laid the 
foundotion of this fuud, which bas since been 
augmeuted by the hP11CYolt'11t coutributiows of 
ise,eral \·oluntary subsCl'iLers of all ranks." 

.Mr. Jamickc·s letter to the King of Prussia, 
and his ,\laJesty"s reply, will cowplete thiij 
account. 

TO THE KING Ole PRUSSIA. 

" Most mi;,;·hty and most g-racious Lord 
and ~o\·creigu, 

" With all due lrnmiiity I lay the iudosed 
address at the foo; of yom royal throne. Moved 
Ly the preseut faliiug away frolll our Lord Jes:111, 
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Christ, and the increasing contempt of the Holy 
Scriptures, several of your . Majesty's faithful 
subjects have united together for the purpose 
of putting the Holy Bible into the hands of 
the poor, particularly of the soldiers' children. 
From my olhce of distributing meat to the poor 
during the last five years, I have had a frequent 
opportunity of obsen-ing the deplorable ignorance 
of the poor in the great truths of salvation. And 
as in the dominions of your Majesty, particularly 
in Silesia, there are several Bohemian Colonies, 
part of which stand in need of the Bohemian 
Uible, which can be procured neither from the 
Bible Institution of the Hallish Orphan-House 
nor in Bohemia itself; our Bible Society has 
determined not only to pnrchase German Bibles 
for distribution among the poor, but also to print 
a new edition of the Bohemian Bible here in 
Berlin ; the more so, as several Protestant cler­
gymen in Bohemia have already subscribed for 
1000 copies. 

" Our Society will also consult some zealou11 
mini,;ters in Prussia, whether the Polish Bible 
could not he printed either in Ki:iuigsberg or 
Dantzig, in order to distribute it among· the Pro­
testants of South Pmssia. 

" As your Majesty will perceive by this state­
ment, that our Bible Society has the eternal 
welfare of our fellow-men for its object, we feel 
the g1·eater confidence in addressing your Ma-
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jesty, hoping that it will please your Majesty 
to take it under your mo~t gracious protection, 
which ,H• mo~t hmnhly solicit. 

" I a111 your Majesty',s most humble and most 
dutiful serrnnt and subject, 

Fi·b. 7, 130G. " JOHN J.lENICKE.'' 

REPLY OF HIS PRUSSIAN MAJESTY. 

" It is with real satisfaction that I clisco\'er, 
from your letter of the 7th of February and the 
inclosed Address, the laudable eudearnurs of 
the Prussian Bible Society for the gratuitouii 
and cheap distribution of the Bible to the poor 
of my dominious; and while I_ render justice to 
your particular merit in promoting such a useful 
Institution, I transmit to you at the same time 20 
Frerlerick d'ors, ns an addition to its funds. 

" I am your gracious Kiug, 
" FREDERICK WILLIAM." 

Feb. 11, 1006. 

Such were the fruits of the intercourse main­
tained Ly the British and Foreign Bible Society 
with the continent of Europe, antecedently to 
the termination of its second year. They con­
etitute a part of that day of small thing·s, which 
prudence forbids us to despise, aud gratitude 
to forget. Compared with the r,;plemlid occur­
rences Ly which they have been succeeded they 
■ink into disel:iteem, and cau scarcely lie rescued 
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PART I. from the reproach of insignificance. But the 
CHAP. recital of them was due to the credit of those 

JI I. 
exertions by which they were produced, and to 
the elucidation of those transactions for which 
they prepared the way. In themselves, it iii 

tmsted, they are not wholly without interest; 
but they become additionally interesting, when 
considered as preserving a memorial of the first 
blushes of that rising light, which now shines 
with so great effulgence on the principal natiomi 
of the European continent. 

The progress which the cause of the British 
and }loreign Bible Society had made iu the affairs 
of its foreign department was greeted by its con­
ductors, and by an· to whom the intelligence of 
its proceediugs was imparted, with expressions of 
cordial delight. In the mean time, the wants of 
Great Britain were neither forgotten, nor lightly 
considered. Much exertion was made to acce­
lerate the production of some fruits from the 
stereotype press, iu order that the desirable busi­
ness of distribution might commence among the 
necessitous part of the British population. This 
object was obtained in September, 11:105, when an 
impression of an octavo English Testament was 
anuounced as ready for delivery. As this Testa­
meut exhibited the first specimen of the appli­
cation of stereotype to any part of the Holy 
Scriptares, and was beside the first article pro­
-vided by the British and :Foreign Bible Society 
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for home circulatio!1, a re;;olutio11 was pai,:secl, at 
the IllPC'!i11µ; in which its col!1plr·tio11 \'.·as rPporl.ed, 
that a copy or it, ar-cornp:1:1il·d with a circular 
letter, ,-hould lie pn'"'r•ntcd to tlii> PrPsidl'11t, the 
Vice-Prc:,;ideuts, l'a('h l\lemhr•r of' the Co111111ittPe, 
aud Principal OllicPrs of t!w SoC'idy. This 
measure, it was thought, wl,ilt' it 1•,i1lf'ed a due 
respect for the partil's to whom it re!i.•rrcrl, \\011ld 
afford, at the same time, a satisfactory testi11w11y, 
that the copies is,-;:11.-,11 in the la11gw1µ;ps of the 
United Ki11gdo111 would he-what. the fnmla­
mental rule had stipulated th<·y ;.;hould he-" the 
authorized n'ri;ion without note or comm1·11t." 

With a \"iew to id<'ntify tlie <"npi1·s i-;s11ed hy 

the Society, and thereby to 111·e-.P11t, as far as 
possible, any fraud 11po11 its charity !,y lllPrcP:iary 
artifices, or any other of tlw various 111rnlc,; of 
abuse, the Society's impri11I ,ra,; i11,p:·t::d iu t!ic 
title page, allll its ck,..i;:-11atioi1 ,,t,ui1pc'd 1:po11 
the bi11di11g. Thf' Litter of llw,1! e\pedie:ih l1as 
since been acloptefl 1,y otbt~:· Socieiit•,; of rqrnta­
tio11, both at home a1Hl abroad ; * aud hot.Ii have 
been 111c11tio11e1l as evidenc1·s of that disl'ru~t :t11d 
precautio11ary mana;!,'eme•1t, wl1ici1, i11 tl:e \\':!l'lllth 

of its zeal for diffosing tlw Snipt11n•,;, th(! fosti­
tution has not failt'd from its \"ery 011bd to C.'.t!lll­
plify and oLsene. 

• ARJong these may be par1icnlarly menlionr<l-nf /,omr, the 
Society for Promoting Chri,tian h.110,·,lcdgc; aud 11bl'o11d, the 
Petersburg (now Russian) Bible Society. 
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An impression of the New Testament having 
thus been prepared, the work of distribution 
commenced without delay; and Ireland, whose 
wants were deemed the most urgent, and were 
also at that time the best ascertained, was the 
first scene in which it was carried into effect. 
Individual agents, and Sunday schools were the 
medium through which the copies transmitted 
for this purpose, were pnt in circulation. The 
-Dublin Association was also assisted, as were 
subsequently the Na val and Military Bible So­
ciety in London, and certain other religious Insti­
tutions ; by being permitted to share with the 
British and Foreign Bible Society in its advanta­
geous arrangements with the University of Cam­
bridge: and every opportunity was eagerly em­
braced of supplying, both directly, and indirectly, 
the scriptural wants of the country, and of exciting 
attention to the importance of reading and dis­
persing the lively oracles of God. 

One of the earliest, and most beneficial results 
from the distribution in Ireland, combined with 
other exertions of a similar description in that 
country, was the establishment of a Bible Society 
at Dublin. Of this lnstitution,-small in its com­
mencement, and subsisting for a period with very 
limited countenance and equivocal support; but 
now possessing distinguished patronage, and 
operating with ample means, and through a wide 
and :.till widenin~ jurisdiction,-occasion wiU 
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hel'eafter be furnished fol' speaking at large. The 
autlior will content himself at presc11t with ex­
plaining briefly the circumstances of its origin, 
and the conduct observed hy the llritish and 
}'oreig·n Bible Society in accepting a connection 
with it. 

But as the Duhl in Association, to ,vhich refer­
ence has before been made, contrilmted mate­
rially to excite that spirit which caused the 
Scriptmes to be so eagerly infJuired for, and 
their distribution to be so seriously considered, 
it will be proper to introduce the proposed 
explanation, by laying before the reader a 
compendious account of that Patriotic Institu­
tion, which was the precursor in this field of 
usefulness, and prepared the way, by its lauda­
ble exertions, for the establishment of that na­
tional Bible Society, the ci1·cumstances of whose 
origin are hereafter to be related. 

In the year I 792, a Society was formed in 
Dubli11, under the title of " The Association for 
Discountenancing Vice, and Promoting the K11ow­
ledge and Practice of the Christian Religion.·• 
Stimulated by a splendid donation from a11 un­
known benefactor, for encouraging the distribu­
tion of the Scriptures, thPy resoh ed to makl! that 
a principal ohjPct of their atte11tion; and, in this 
determination, with a zeal which ca1111ot I)(, too 
highly comrnt:ucled, they expressed their hope, in 
a printed Address, "tluit effectual provisioii would 
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PART 1. be made, tlwt no lwuse, no cabin, in the tdtole 
CHAP. kingdom, in u1ticlt there was a sing-le person u:lw 

Ill . 
.._,_, could read, s!tould be destitute of the Iloly Scrip-
lSOo>-6. lures." The members of this " Associatiou, 

which at its commencement in October, 1792, 
amouuted to ouly three, hnd, in 1794, iucreased 
to 240; and so ,igorously had tlwy eJ,.erted 
themseh-es in pro~ecntiou of their end, that, in 
179,5, we find them addressed Ly the Uev. Dr. 
Burrowe:-, in the following terms : 

" You hare distributed tjuarlo'° lliLlcs for the 
use of families. You hare put it in the power 
of fathers lo in><trnct their chil!lren in Christian 
knowledg·e from the "·ords of Christ himself-to 
draw the stream of morals and life from the 
fountain-head, eyea the rock of yonr salvation : 
and you hme depositc·d in mauy houses, where 
perhaps it is the only book, the very best book 
which can be had."t 

In I 7flu, the Association report, through the 
Rev. Dr. Magee, that " the dissemination of the 
Holy Scriptnres had g·one on with rapidity, and 
that e\'ery Bible of 4,500 (which were all that 
could be procured from Messrs. llivington, in 

• It is due to tlw ~o•·idy for Promoting Christian Kno10-
ledge, to observe, that these q1.rnrto BilJles, amounting to 650, 
were outai11eli from their depository: and the same Society, 
greatly to their lw11or, 1m·.se11ted the Association in 1801, witli 
1,4!;0 niolcs. 

t Anniversary Sermon before the Association. 



AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

London, being their whole stock,) would haxe 
been di:-;posed of long since, if the s11bscrilicrs 
had not found it prudent to abate iu th1c'ir exer­
tions." 

So strongly did the Directors of the Associa­
tion feel the111seln's prcsse1l hy iBcrca:;i11g· appli­
cations, that, in 1801, they acldrc,-:-e<l the pt1blic 
generally on the :,;ubjcct; and 111ade a forcible 
appeal, in a similar strain, to " the Irish absentees, 
and 'particularly to the proprietors of lauded 
estate", who answered to that description." In 
1802, they rl'ported, that the Scriptures " were 
recein•d with avidity, and sought after:" and we 
have had their declaration iu 180,!, as expressed 
in the letter trausmitted to the British and l•'oreign 
Bible Society, that " the demand daily in­
creased ;·· * accompauiecl, at the same time, with 
the important confession, " that the fuud,; of the 
Association were unable to :,;upply it." 

In such a state of mutual excitement to­
"'arcls the possession and the distribution of 
the Holy Scriptmes, an excitement which had 
8pread from the Protestant,; to not a few mcm­
hers of the Romau Catholic Church, the formation 
of the Briti8h and Foreig·n Bilile Socidy was 

• In a letter aclclresse,l to the British ancl Forril(ll l\iLle 
Society, ,lated Octolier 1 l, Hl04, the Sccrelarie,, ai'ter statiug 
the account of h,,ok, di,trilrnt,·cl hy the Association in the 
preceding )·rar, add, that " the demand /01· thc-111 is progn·s-­
sivel9 aad .-apidly i11c1·easing." 
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made known throughout Ireland ; and produced 
in 111a11y pa1-ts, as was natural, a de;;ire to asso­
ciate 011 a similar principle, and to promote the 
creation of separate means for the exclusive 
distribution of the Holy Scriptures. " The Dublin 
Association" had unquestionably done much; 
but had demonstrated, by its confession, that it 
was utterly' unable to do e,-ery thing which the 
wants of the people (wants at that time very 
defectively known) imperatively required. With a 
decided preference on the part of its managers to 
the distribution of the Holy Scriptures, as a mean 
of Christian instruction,* the very constitution of 

• The following passages (the first of which has in part been 
quoted before) show how strongly the Managers of the Asso­
ciation were attached to the ,listributiou of the Scriptures; 
and how clilferently they thought on their int,lligibility to tht 
common people, from many who have written against the British 
and :Foreign Bible Society. 

"We acknowledge" (says the Address)" with satisfaction and 
gratitude, the ,·aluahle labors of those who defend Christianity 
by the weapcns of argument. But we venture to assert, that 
the most popular, as well as the most effectual defence of 
Christianity, must ever consist in the exhibition of its own 
native beauties, as seen in the clear mirror of Gon's WORD. 

It is obvious, that, to the lower classes in particular, an 
elaborate dt·tail of the various evidences of the Christian 
religion must in most instan<.·<'s be uninteresting and unsuitable. 
They have neither the time, nor the habits necessary for 
rcceh1 i11g conviction in this way. Uut the man of narrowesl 
capacity, who has onl~· common sense and common honesty, 
will scarcely fail, in perusing the Bil.ilc itself, lo discover at 
once that the rules which it lays clown tend directly to 111.ake 
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the Association suggested, and to a cc>rtai11 
clegrec prescribed, the application of a proportioll 
of its funds, to other mea11s, as co-operating to 
produce the same geuPral cml. It was therefore 
considered, that such an lustitutio11, howeYer 
excellent and useful, could not he e.'.pPetcd b 

coucentrate snfficiPnt force 11po11 this paramo111 1t 

object, the circulation of the Scriµtmes; anrl 
the public good appeared to demaml, th,t its 
exertious in this dPpartment r-;hould be :;,-sisted 
hy some competent auxiliary, expre~!<ly directed 
to the accomplishment of this siuglc a11d separate 
design. 

ThP pai1ic>s on whose minds this impres,;ion 
had been made, were at first di1<posed to seek 
the attainment of their object, by forming a per­
sonal alliance with the British and l~orei;;·11 Bible 
Society, and hy cxertiug themselves tigorously 
to raise subscriptions in aid of its fimds. llut 
they had not advanced far in the execution of 
their purpose, when it occurred to them, that a 
similar Institution established in D11hli11, aud 
directed immediately to the supply of their own 
population, would excite more altf'ntiou, raise 
larger contribntiou!-1, and I.iring· into action a 
greate1· variety of useful instruments than could 

him good and happy :-he will recognize in it a language 
speaking immediately to the heart, and conveying au intrinsic 
and almost irre,istiblc evidence of sincerity and truth." 
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be expected from the exertions of individuals, 
formillg merely a fractional part of a Society 
whose operations were conducted in Londo11, and 
whose funds composed a common stock for the 
spiritual benefit of the whole human race. It 
was therefore judged expedient, that a distinct 
ff':ile Society should he constituted in Dnblin, 
for the service of Ireland ; and such an Institution 
was accordingly established. 

·with these sentiments and views very can­
didly unfoldf'd in a printed address, " The 
Dublin Bible Society" announced, through an 
official comnrnnication, its actual establishment; 
and respectfully solicited the coimtenance and 
aid of the Briti:;h and Foreign Bible Society. 
Acting on that system of cautious procedure by 
which their conduct has been invariably µ;o\·erned, 
the Committee in London abstained from pledg­
ing themselves to any thing which mig;ht be 
construed into a recognition of the new Society, 
till they should have become satisfied, that it was 
definitively constituted on principles similar to 
their own. The point, on which satisfaction wa8 

particularly required, and which was explained 
in a friendly correspondence, reg·arded the express 
restriction of the copies to he circulated to those 
of the autltorized rersion. A clause to that effect 
having been proposed and adopted at a Spt>cial 
General Meeting, " The Dublin Bible Society" 
was distinctly recognized by the British and 
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Foreign lliLle Sm:iety as an allic1l Institution; 
and an i!1ll'l'course i11111il'<l iately co111111C>nceil, 
which, tlinrnp;lt rna11y , i('i,-,_i1111ks of discomage­
me11t a1;<l 0L,-;trndiu11, has ripe11Pd at le11gth into 

a wl'll-111ulerstood a11d satisfactory co1111c•ctio11. 
To thi,-; accou11t, i11 which the D11bli11 Asso­

ciatiou, a11tl the HiLernia11 llihle Socidy are 
mutually implicated, it 111ay Lw mwful to add the 
followi11g· expres;.io11 of the f<<•ntiments of the 

former, on the ah:-olute duty of circulating the 
Bible; i11asm11ch as, while it rdlt>ds honor 011 one 

lu;..titutio11, it senes as a justiticatio11 of the prac­
tice of bot It. 

" Tl,e a1h autage which the Bible po!<sessn;­
of being· the irrefra_!!;ahlc ma11ifestation of God's 
will to his ratio11al neatures, raises it, with respect 
to practical eflica('y, i11ti11itdy above all that e,er 
came from the pe11 of ma11; ::11ul makes it a means 
of working: 011 the public 111i11d, of snch i11valuable 
importauce, as to reuder it doubtful, u:hetlter t/1ey 

iclw 1t1'glecl to give it tlte utmost possible circu­

latioit, are more impious or impolitic-more in­

seusible lo tlieir ou:11 interests, 01· more itngrat~ful 
to ll,rir (-Joel."" 

Tlw atteution of the British and ForPign Bible 
Sociiety "a,-, aliont this time, excited to the 
co11sidl'rntio11 of the Gaelic Scriptures. Repre­
se11tatio11s \\Tr<• trawm1itt<•d from persous of 
credibility, 1>tati11g-, that, i11 the Highla11<ls of 

·• A<l<lrcss lo the Proprietors of Irish Estates, &c. 
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Scotland, very few persons were in possession CJf' 

a complete Bible; that amoug those \\ho pos­
sessed a single volume of the four iu which the 
Scriptures had been published, the proportion 
did not exceed one in forty ; that the price of a 
complete copy was beyond the ability of the poor 
to purchase it; and that, in fact, it was not 
easily procurable at any price. It was added, 
that, in the island of Sky, containing· about 15,000 
persons, scarcely one Gaelic Bible was to be 
found. 

It further appeared, on the authenticity of an 
Address, delivered in May, 1803, by the Secre­
tary to the " Society in Scotland for Propag·ating 
Christian Knowledg·e," that, "out of 335,000 per~ 
sons in the Highlands, 300,000 were considered 
not to understand any other language than the 
Gaelic, so far at least as to comprehend a book 
written, or a continued discourse." 

This information was ofa nature to awaken the 
most lively concern in the breast of the Committee. 
It was immediately felt, that an attempt ought 
to be made to answer the wants and the desires 
of a people so truly deserving of compassion and 
relief. But, before any step could be practically 
adopted, it was requisite, that two preliminary 
points should be distinctly and satisfactorily as­
certained: 

1. Whether the edition at that time printing 
Wlder the direction of " the Society in Scot-
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land for Propagating Christian Knowledge" would 
be deemed sufficient; and, 

2. Whether, in the event of another edition 
being required, the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, in the present state of its funds and its 
engagements, were competent to undertake it. 

A correspondeucc was therefore opened with 
the Boa1·d of the Society in Scotland, iu order to 
obtain the necessary materials for the formation 
of a jrn,t opinion upon the su~ject. The final 
result of this correspondence was a deter­
mination, on the part of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, to print a new edition af the Gaelic 
Bible for the use of the Highla11ders, and to 
employ, for that pmpose, the text accredited and 
used by the venerable Society to which the re­
ference had been made. 

The version, which constituted this text, had 
been effected with singular care ; and was re­
commended hy testimonies to its fidelity and accu­
racy which entitled it to the highest respect. That 
portion of it which contained the New Testament, 
was the production of the Rev. James Stewart, 
Minister of Killin; and was printed at the ex­
pen~e of the above Society, in 1707; previously 
to which <~ra, 110 part of the Holy Scriptures 
had appeared in a Gaelic dress. lu 1802, 
under the auspices, and at the expense, of the 
same Society, the Old Testament was pub­
lished. Three parts out of four into which this 
portion of the Bible had been divided, were 
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rendered from the Hebrew, with great simplicity, 
and with as literal au adherence to the original text 
as tl1e idiom of the re!'pective la11gm1ges would 
admit. In the fomth part, executed by auother 
hand, the style was described as receding from 
this simplicity; and the literal and plain inter­
pretation was ~aid to ha,,c been exchanged for 
the free and Plevated. This diri,-ion, therefore, 
of the sacred text, was judiciously placed undel' 
correction by the Scottish Society; and the pro­
bability was, from the measures they adopted, 
and the sta!ulanl of translation which they pro­
fessed to observe, that the version, when finally 
completed, would approach as nearly to perfec­
tion, as human wisdom and perseverance could 
advance it. 

Such was the text, from which the proposed 
impression of the Brifoih and Foreign llihle 
Society was to be printed ; and it desen·es to 
be recorded to the honor of the Directors of 
" the Society in Scotland for Propagating 
Christian Knowledge," that, when addressed on 
the s11hjPct of the (iaelic Scriptures, though 
occupied themselres in preparing an edition, 
they did not betray any symptoms of selfishness 
or jealousy, but generonsly imparted the desired 
information; furnished a copy of the Old Testa­
ment, as soon as it left the press, for the use 
of the printer employed by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society ; and expressed their 
perfect readiness to redeem " the pledge they 
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had given of cot'dial co-operation," and " to 
afford erel'y facility'' to the measures of a Society 
in which they profe,;sed to take a lively interest, 
and whose success they "·i,;hed to promote to the 
utmost of theil' powel'." 

So much may :mtlice to acquaint the reader 
with the Ol'igin and the conr;;e of the Society'lil 
proceediu::;s, in refel'PilCe to their edition of the 
Gaelic Bible for the use of the Scottish High­
landers ; and it will appear in the sequel, that 
both the detel'miuation to pt'int an impl'ession, 
and the choice of the particular text, were 
satisfactorily and decisi\·cly confirmed. 

It may not be amiss, before taking leave of 
this subject, to obsene, that it was the translation 
of the New Testament by the Rev. l\fr. Stewart, 
as above described, which, upon a question being 
moved in the Assembly of the Church of Scot­
land about the pt'opriety of printing it, occa­
sioned the celehrated ,indicatory lettel' from the 
pen of the late Dr. Johnson; and, as that lcUer, 
besides answt>riug hy anticipation the principal 
objPction against the British and. Forei.~n Bible 
Society, contai11s the ,\ise~t and most liberal 
sentiments, expre;,sed in the stron~·est and most 
dignified. lan.:.:;uag;c, no apolo~y will lie necessary 
for iutro<luciug an extract from it in thi~ con­
nection. 

Aug11.st 3, 1766. 

" I did not expect to hear, that it could be, 
in au Assembly convcnecl fur the propagatiou of 
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Christian knowledge, a question, whether any 
nation, uninstructed in religion, should receive 
instruction ; or whether that instruction should 
be imparted to them by a translation of the holy 
books into their own language. If obedience 
to the will of God be necessary to happiness, 
and knowledge of his will be necessary to 
obedience, I know not how he that withhold!! 
this knowledge, or denies it, can be said to love 
his neighbour as himself. He that voluntarily 
continues ignorant, is guilty of all the crimes 
which ignorance produces; as to him that should 
extinguish the tapers of a light-house, might 
justly be imputed the calamities of shipwreck. 
Christianity is the highest perfection of humanity; 
and as no man is good but as he wishes the good 
of others, no man can be good in the highest 
degree, who wishes not to others the largest 
measures of the greatest good. To omit for a 
year, orfor a day, the most qfficacious met/wd ef 
advancing C/1ristianity, in compliance with any 
purposes that terminate on this side of tlte 
grm:e, is lt crime of idticlt I know not that the 
world ltas yet lwd an example, except in the 
practice of the planters in America, a race of 
mortals, whom, I suppose, no other man wishes 
to resemble." The conclusion is as follows: 
" Let it, however, be remembered that the effi­
cacy of ignorance has long been tried, and hm1 
not produced the consequence expected. Let 
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knowledge, therefore, take its tum; and let the 
patrons of privation stand awhile aside, and 
admit the operation of posifo e principles. You 
will be pleased, Sir, to assure the worthy man 
who is employed in the new tran,;lation, that he 
has my wishes for his succes,;; an<l if here, or 
at Oxford, I can be of any use, that I shall think 
it more than honor to promote his undertaking." 

Shortly after the business of the Gaelic Bible 
had been taken up, the case of the nm11erous 
Prisoners of War was brought under the Society's 
<'onsi<leration, a11d excited a very lively ,;y111palhy 
in their farnr, and a strong dispositio,1 to a<l­
minister to their relief. Little concern ha<l 
hitherto been shown by any religious Institution 
for the spiritual accommodation of that tmfor­
tunate class of in<lividuals. Separated from their 
c·otmtl·y and their natural co1mertiuns, aud ar­
rested in their career of profossio:ial duty, they 
had to suffer all the harclships of houdage and 
privation in an e11Pmy's coun,ry, and that, in 
many cases, for a conduct which would lnll'e 
entitled them to respect and re11111neratio11 in 
their own. The ,·ery circu111sta11ces which so 
honorably di~crimiuate<l them from otht:r subjects 
of confinement, and rendered their case more 
deserving of compassion, placed them at the 
~ame time al a :,:till greater distance from the 
Illeans and the prospect of relief. 

H)L. r. p 
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At the period when the Society first tumed 
its attention to this matter, the number of 
French, Spanish, and Dutch prisoners, was very 
considerable; scarcely less than 30,000. Their 
condition was no sooner laid open than it was 
unanimously determined to meet the deplorable 
want of the Scriptures which prevailed among 
them, by a prompt and adequate remedy. In 
the spirit of this determination, an order was 
made on the 23d of December, 1805, to print 
an impression both of the Spanish Testament, 
and the French Bible ; and, by a subsequent 
resolution on the 2d of February, 1806, it was 
directed, that the latter, for which very large 
demands were likely to arise, should be printed 
by the more commodious and efficient mode 
of stereotype. Inasmuch, however, as it did not 
consist with the views or the practice of the 
Society, to delay doing any thing till e,ery thing 
could be accomplished, recourse was had to 
temporary expedients, in the interrnl of preparing 
for a regular and permanent supply. Instruc­
tions, therefore, were issued for purchasing French 
Testaments to the amount of 1001. ; and as Spa­
nish Testaments were not be procured on any 
terms, the difficulty was provided for by causing 
an extra number of copies of the Gospels to be 
printed, in order that they might be put into 
distribution singly, ail they respectively issued 
from the pres11. 
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Thus was a beginning made in that depart­
ment of beneficence, which afterwards occupied 
so greatly the labors of the Society, and hy 
mean,- of which its spiritual hounty was con­
veyed to so many receptacles of ig11orance, 
misery, and vice. In no pnrt of its prnetical 
system has the Institution appeared to 14Teater 
advantage than iu that which respects its 
conduct towards Prisoners of \Var. Ju this 
commerce of pure and gratuitous b1mevole11ce, 
it is to be seen, literally rf'turning good for evil, 
blessing for cmsing, mercy for vengeance; and 
thus illustrating and adomiug, iu au eminent 
and almost unexampled de~Tee, the precept and 
the spirit of the Gospel. We ,-;hall ha ,·c occasion, 
hereafter, to see many evi,leuces of the pleasing 
effects which resulted imme:liatdy from the 
operation of these measures : and we are led to 
anticipate consequences of still µ;reater moment, 
when the objects of their kimhw"s, 110w restored 
to their country, aud rP-uuitecl to their connections, 
shall ha,·e diflusC'tl that kuowled~e of divine truth, 
which they acquired in the laad of their captivity 
and exile. 

Nor was the care of the Soi:iety for Foreigners 
restricted to those who inhabited their respecfo·e 
countries, or who, hy the casnaltiC's of war, had 
been immured i11 British prisons. A pious so­
licitude was equally discovered for thmw, who, 
lilom in other regions, speaking other languages, 
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an<l attached to other modes of religious worship, 
had either permanently established themselvei 
in Great Britain, or were found occasionally 
resident among us. 

In the number of these aliens, the Germans 
were considered as forming that class which 
more particularly Heeded the assistance of the 
Society, and by which it would be likely to be 
most thankfully\ accepted. As soon, therefore, 
as it was ascertained, that the Society at Nure11-
be1·g had completed their edition of the Testament, 
an inquiry was instituted respecting· the state 
of the Germans in the British metropolis, and 
other parts of the empire, with respect to their 
want and desire of the Scriptures in their rer­
nacular tongue: and the information dcri,cd 
from this inquiry, led to au order upon Nuren­
berg for 1000 German Testaments, to be trans­
mitted to the London Depository. 

·while these operations, directed to the exe­
cution of the Society's object, were thus actirely 
going forward, care was taken to seize every 
just opportunity of giving such notoriety to its 
existence and its proceedings, as might acquaint 
the country with its real merits, and induce a 
liberal co-operation in its favor. The publication 
of the First Report was, with that Yiew, made 
the subject of very extended advertisement; and 
many respectable channels of communication 
were employed, to brini it into general cir-
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culation. By an onlL'r of tlw Committee, copies 
of it wpr,:, tran~mitted to public libmries, both 
Ill town and country ; and deposited, with 
permis,-ion, in hoarding- houses and reading 
rooms at various watering- place;;;, and other 
stations of fashionable or miscellaneous resort. 

The g-ood effect of thesP, and similar mea­
sure,:, was PrincPd hy the growing attention 
which the Society excitPd; and it may be ob­
f'lenerl in general, that the active dissemination 
of the Society's Arnrnal Reports, and of such 
other paper;: as detailed it;; plans and proceed­
ing-s, lws hPc'n a principal engine of propagating 
its infl11encP, and of extending hoth its repntation 
and its success. 

The anthor is aw'.lre, that among the charges 
arhancerl ag-ainst the British and l;oreign 
Bihlc Society, its frpquent, am!, as they have 
bec•n called, ostentntiow; appeals to the public, 
havP, hy some of its opponents, been made the 
subject of gravP and very serious animad­
vnsion ; and its condnct, in this respect, has 
been contras,P1l with that of the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowlr·dg·e; not a little, 
as it has bPen concluded, to tht• advantage of 
the latter. 

One of tlw Society's opponents speaks with 
a rather invidious empha~is, of the " unforced 
extent and dignity" of the Society for Promotin~ 
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Christian Knowledge ; an<l of " the silent and 
uuostf•ntatious manner in which all its proceed­
ing are carried on.""' 

Another opponent, of considerable rank, pro­
fessed himself <lisgusted at the " pomp and 
para<le with which the proceedings and indeed 
all the meetings of this new Society were set 
forth in the public papers; and the more so, 
when he compared it with the simplicity and 
modesty of the old ~ociety." t 

A third, determined to improve upon thil'I 
favorite idPa, carried it to au extreme which 
stopped little short of absur<lity. As there were 
those, who, at the time the ,-tatemeut was made, 
gravely represented it as conclusive agai11st 
the modesty and wi8!lom of the British and 
Foreig,-r1 Bible Society, it may not he amiss to set 
it down in the writer's own words : 

" Trne charity is 11eYer ostentatious; it vaunteth 
not itself, is not puflPcl np: satisfied with hum­
bly, and sincerely endeavoming to promote the 
glory of God, and the welfare of mankind, these 
two excellent Societies haYe kPpt on their way in 
peace; and haYe made no noisy appeals to the 
passions or the feelings of mankind in their 
own behalf. They ham been thankful to Provi-

• Dr. Wordsworth's Leiter to Lord Teigomouth, p. 35. 

t The late Bishop Randolph's Letter to the Colchester 
Clcrg)", as published io the Antijacobin Review. 
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dence for the benefactors which, from time to 
time, have been raiseu up for their support; but 
have bePn more solicitous to discharg·e with 
propriet~- the important unties they lnne under­
taken, than tu couciliate lite jiwor of tliose by 
,dwse liberality tlteir jimds m(15i1t possibly be 
enlarged. 

" So ji,r," adds the author, " has t/1is for­
beamnce been carried, tlwt tlieir rery e.ccisfmre is 
unknmt·n to many, even ,unoug tlw 1licmhers of 
the Established Clmrelt. And it is an hulis­
putablc ji,ct, that some Clergymen lutl"e l1een in­
duced lo connect lltemseli:es 1citlt lite British and 
Pore(ffit Bible Society, merely because t/u,y believe 
it to be tlte only Institution wltirlt could fur­
nish t!tcm 11:itlt Bibles at a rednced prir:e for 
distribution among tlte poor."• 

Such language mig;ht he proper enough, if 
it were used as an apology for the Societies to 
which it refers : hut it seems difficult to refrain 
from smiling at the simplicity of a writer who 
could use it with a view to tlwir panegyric. The 
fad, howe,·er, is, that the , rnerable Society for 
Promoting Christian KnowlPclge, has exposed 
the folly of its i11jndicio11s a1hocates, and jus­
tified the conduct of the British a11rl Foreign 
Bible Society, by adopting, in a great measure, 
the policy so successlhlly employed by the 

• " Em1uiry into the Claims of th~ l\ritish and Foreig11 
Bible Society, by the Rev. J. H. Spry." pp. o, 6. 
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latter ; and the increase of the members aud 
funds of that venerable Institution, proclaims 
the benefits which it has reaped by this wise 
transition from secrecy and quietude, to pub­
licity and exertion. But to return: 

About the period when the steps just adverted 
to were taken, a few individuals, of com­
parative obscurity, and aspiring to no other dis­
tinction than that of exemplary zeal for the dif­
fusion of scriptural truth, formed themselves into 
a voluntary Association for aidiug the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, by contributing to the 
increase of its funds. 

The first demonstration in favor of the Society, 
upon a principle of combined and agg-regate 
exertion, had been made at Glasg·ow in March, 
1805, when the Presbytery of lhat city set the 
example, so speedily and honorably followed by 
the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr, and afterwards 
by different Presbyteries, of a collection at all 
the Parish Churches and Chapels within its 
bounds. The next was that of these individuals 
in London, who composed the Association 
already described. The third place in the order 
of associated effort~, the order of time at least, is 
claimed by the town of Birmingham. It must, 
indeed, be conceded to "' ales, that the Congre­
gational Collections made in that country, (the 
first which took place, on any considerable scale,) 
partook, in some measure, of the aggregate 
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quality a!<crihed to the Associations in Glasgow, 
Loudo11, and Birmingham; there is, however, 
this difli_•rpacc in the cases, that thr\ collections 
transmitted from Wales wPre only contingent 
and occa,;ional, whilt! the contributions from 
the re,-1wctin• boclic;; in Glasg-ow, London, and 
llinni11g·ha111, were raised 11po11 system, and ac­
companied with a pledge of continuance and 
pniodical renewal. 

As the "ohmtary Associations in the two last 
instances contai11Pd the rudimental originals of 
Auxiliary Bihle SoC'ietiPs, aml werP, in fact, the 
harhing·pr;; of those moi,;t useful and productive 
Jm;titutioni,;, I thi11k it dne to their character and 
services to Pxplaiu more particularly their nature, 
and the means by which they proposed to benefit 
the Society, 011 who,se behalf their exertions were 
made. 

The A,-;sociation in London was formed in 
July, 1805, a11d was de,:ignated " The Association 
for the purpose of contl'ibuting to the fund of the 
British and Foreign Bihle Society." The law11 
for its f!;OVernmeat, with the l'i(>w of accommo­
dating it. to perso11s of hnmhlP circumstances, 
set the terms of mcmLership designedly low. 
Every i11di,icl11al, 011 becoming a memher, wa11 
required to pay a donation of not more than 
seven shillin~s, or less than two; and to con­
tribute monthly not less than sixpence, or more 
than one shilling. Each member was in his turn. 
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to collect from eight members, including himself: 
the collectors were to be annually changed, in 
alphabetical order, and those of the preceding 
year to become the representatives of the Asso­
ciation to the Brifo,h and Foreign Bible Society 
for the year ensuing. To the table of regulations 
from which these particulars have been selected, 
was prefixed the following address. 

" It is admitted by every true member of the 
church of Christ, that it is his duty to do what 
lies in his power to promote the spreading of the 
knowledge of the word of God; and in this day, 
when, on the one hand, infidelity and licentious­
ness exhibit themselws with such unexampled 
effrontery, and 011 the other, when so many bright 
examples are set, both by indi,iduals and so­
cieties, of arduous exertion in the cause of truth 
and righteousness, every Christian is peculiarly 
called upon to shew himself on the Lord's side, 
and to hold forth the word of life to his perishing 
fellow sinners. The British and Foreign Bible 
Society appears to be especially worthy of support 
from Christians in every class of life : men M 

competent to the task as perhaps the world can 
produce, have associated not only to supply such 
persons in our own country as are destitute of 
Bibles, but to distribute them in foreign languages 
throughout the globe, as far as their means shall 
enable them. And it appears, that, although their 
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plan nnd intentions :ire of the most enlarged 
nature, yd that the state of the world is such 
ns to call for the <·oncmTent exntions of all 
clescriptio11s of ChriHians ; am! many places call 
ind<>ed with an affecting voice; for tlwre are 
mmih<>rs of our ft>llow immortals, in ditfereut parts 
en>n of Eurnpe, who long fo1· Bibles, who thirst 
for the water of life, and find no ma11 to give 
them. Such h<'ing the stat<' of the world, and 
such the ohjc-ct of the Soci1°ty, they gladly accept 
of a,:sist:ince from any 1)('rsons or societies who 
are desirous of contrilmting to the good work. 
And it having heeu considered that there are 
many persous, who, on account of thPir subscrip­
tious to other i-:ocietie1s, or on account of narrow­
ness of their income~, would not he justified in 
hecorni11g; direct members of the British and 
Foreign Bible SociPty, who would yet be desirous 
of contrihuting ;;omewhat proportio1wd to their 
ability: it is therpfore the object of this Associa­
tion to emhracc such persons according to the 
subsequent plan." 

Londo11, August 1, 100/i. 

The Birmingham Association was formed in 
April, 1806, chiPtly through the active instru­
mentality of tlw HPv. Edward Burn, the dilii:;-ent 
and highly-resp('ctecl Minister of St. Mary's in 
th:it town. This grntleman addressed a letter 
to the Committee on the 4th of October, 1805, 
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requesting a supply of the Society's Annual 
Report ; " it being the wish of some friends in 
Birmingham to make an effort to promote a 
subscription towards the Society among all deno­
minations." One hundred copies of the Report 
were accordingly transmitted to lVIr. Burn for 
distribution, at his discretion and that of his 
friends; and the consequence was, a mm·ement 
in the different circles, which led to the defit;itirn 
union in April, 1806. It dese1Tes to be recorded, 
that the different Dissenting Ministers in the town, 
as well as several members of their respective 
congregations, contributed their friendly assist­
ance to can-y the proposed measure of a general 
Association into effect ; and the chair was occu­
pied, both at the primary meetinp;, and on most 
subsequent occasion:-:, by Geor~e Simcox, Esq. a 
gentleman of whose judgment, candor, and phi­
lanthropy, it would he difficult to speak in terms 
exceeding their desert. 

The design of this Association was stated in 
the printed advertisement to be, that a united 
effort should be made by the different denomi­
nations of Ch1·istians in Birmin~ham, in aid of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. In order 
to accomplish this design, it was proposed to 
divide the town into twelve districts, and to 
appoint certain gentlemen, whose names were 
given, to take them severally in charge, for the 
purpose of solicitiug subscriptions. A recom-



AND FOREIGN DIBLE SOCIETY. 

1enclation was submitted to the ministers of the 
itforent churches and chapels, to adopt such 
1easures with their respective con~regations, as 
1ight best conduce to a general and efficient co­
peration. The g·entlemen present at the original 
1eeting, togetlwr with the clergy and acting 
iagistrates in the town, wne appointed a Com-
1ittee to receive the report, and to trausmit the 
mount to the Treasurer of the British and l~oreign 
lible Society; and it was further directed, that 
1e sum so transmitted, should be presented as 
the united contribution of the different cli•nomi­

ations of Cln;stians in the town of Binningham." 
While the Society was thus variously occupied, 

nd recei,,ing such testimonies of approbation 
nd countenance, the elements of hostility wne 
ecretly at work, and a storm was collectiug·, by 
foch the agents who raised it prt·sumptuously 
op(•d to involve the Institution i11 cPrt:lin and 
remediable destrnction. The mode of attack 
•as similar to that which lia1l heen adopted on 
1e former occasion ;-an attempt to detach from 
1e Society its episcopal patrons : and it f•11dPd, 
,; that had clone, in utter disappointnw11t and 
efeat. As the circu111sta11c1~s of this sPcond 
ssanlt and repulse are n·ry little k11ow11, it may 
ot be displeasing to tlw 1·eader to han) them 
efore him. 

Ou the 21st of February, 1806, the author 
~ceivecl a letter from the Bi:.hop of London, 

221 

PART I. 
CHAP. 

III, ._,._, 
180;'.i-6. 



!22 

PARTI. 
CHAP. 

III. ._,_, 
1806-6. 

l!ISTORY OF THE BRITISH 

then in residence at St. James's Square, express­
ing a desire, on the part of his Lordship, to see 
him " on business of some importance." This 
letter was speedily followed by a second, con­
taining a request, that the author would bring 
with him " the last list of the Members of the 
'.British and :Foreign .Bible Society, and the last 
regulations and orders that were introducer!; and 
also mark with a cross those whom he kuew, 
and believed to -be Membe1·s of the Church of 
England." 

On Tuesday, the 25th, the day appointed for 
the interview, the author attended at St. James's 
Square. Upou entering the Bishop's apartment, 
it was immediately to be perceived, that some­
thing unpleasant had happened. His Lordship's 
countenance was sad, aud his thoughts mani­
festly troubled him. The Uishop soon accosted 
the author in nearly the following terms : " Mr. 
Owen, I have sent for you, to tell you, that I have 
received a pamphlet written against the Bible 
Society. It is addressed to me; and charges 
me with misleading my episcopal brethren, and 
betraying the Estabfo:!,ed Church. It is much 
more severe than the Country Clergyman's Letter 
to Lord Teignmouth, and much better written." 
The author told the Bishop, that he was prepared 
to show, as when cited 011 a former occasion, that 
the Society had acted in strict conformity to its 
principles ; and further, that he lilhould hold 
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himself in readiness to undertake its defence, 
either publicly ur privately, as his Lordship 
mig·ht please to direct. ". I do not know yet" 
(said the Bishop) " what it may be best to do. 
JVe" (meaning, as the author understood his 
Lordship, tlte Bislwps) " are to have a meeting 
on Friday; and I wish yon in the meantime to 
draw up a memorial on the subject of the Society, 
and to send it me by that day. I will afterwarda 
let you know, what is further to be <lone." With 
these instructions the author promised to com­
ply; and as the publication of the pamphlet in 
question was delayed, till the copies as prPsents 
should have been fully delivered, he prepared the 
desired mPmorial with all practicable expedition, 
and transmitted it with the uecessary documents, 
by the day which his Lordship had appointed. 

The memorial contained a select enumeration 
of facts, adapted to explain the nature of the 
Society·s g;eueral procPedings, and to evince the 
correctness with which it had adhered to its 
fundamental regulations, in all its transactions 
both abroad and at home. As the conclusion of 
the memorial expressed the :sentiments by which 
the conduct of the author was governed in thili 
moment of conflict and trial, he hopes to be 
excused for inserting it in this place. 

" Upon the whole, my Lord, I trust it will 
appear, not only to your Lordship, but also to 
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every reasonable man, that our case is a good 
one. For my own part, I shall be ready to 
answer any objections which may be brought 
against the Society with decency and temper, in 
such manner as may be prescribed. To anony­
mous attacks I am afraid we must be exposed. 
The facility of wounding a generous mind by 
insinuations too readily believed, is a temptation 
which those can scarcely resist who are employ­
ing all the resources of an implacable spirit to 
blow up into a flame the embers of dissension. 
I joined the Bible Society with no other view 
than that of promoting the interests of the Church 
of England, and of our common faith; and believe, 
in my conscience, after nearly two years close 
and official experience, that the Society has pro­
moted, and is yet likely to promote, in a sub­
stantial manner, both those ends. This considera­
tion reconciles me to the sacrifice of much time 
and labor and anxiety to the duties of an office 
which was forced upon me ; aad which I have 
discharged, and while I remain in it, will con­
tinue to discharge without fee or reward. I shall 
be happy to receive your Lordship's commands 
upon this and any other subject ; as, next to the 
satisfaction of my own conscience, is the desire I 
have ~f approving myself, 

" My Lord, 

" Your verv faithful Servant, &c." 
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It now only remains to describe the event of PART 1. 

this private and confidential investigation. After CHAP. 
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a considerable silence on the part of the Bishop, .._,_,, 
which it did not become the author to interrupt, 1805

-
6

• 

his Lordship at length reported, that the writer 
of the pamphlet had proved to be the same 
individual, who, in the Spring of 1805, had ap-
peared under the character of the Country Clergy-
man; and that he had consented (in the language 
of the Bishop) " to make the amende lwnorable," 
by withdrawing the whole impression of his 
pamphlet. 

Thus quietly and efficaciously was this storm 
dispersed : an angry controversy was thereby hap­
pily prevented; and the Society, delivered 011ce 
again from the hand of its enemies, was suffered 
to proceed, without further intermption, to the 
triumphant celebration of its second Anniversary. 

On this occasion, as on the preceding, a spirit 
of Christian harmony pervaded the numerous 
assembly, and an interesting solemnity charac­
terized throughout the transactions of the day. 

The members of the Society, thoug·h discrimi­
nated hy ,·arious modes of religious sf'ntiment 
and di:;cipline, felt, that, in this cause at least, they 
were brethren: thPy listened to the tidi11g·s iu 
which they had a common concern, with ea!;er 
attention; and each appeared desirous to rival 
the other in testifying· his joy at the success of 

YOL, I. 1,/ 
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that Institution which had so auspiciously united 
them all. 

Amidst the calamities of au expensive war, 
which necessarily imposed extraordi11ary burdens, 
they saw their treasury replenished with liberal 
offerings; and while commerce was crippled, and 
trade discourag·ed, and little was to be hea1·d 
through the vehicles of secular intelligence but 
rumours of successful ambition, and forebodings 
of still more extended devastation and thraldom, 
they were regaled with the delightful information 
of new channels opened for communicating the 
glad tidings of the Gospel of Peace, and of fresh 
accessions of strength to theii- confederated 
exertions for promoting the instruction and the 
happiness of mankind. 

It would naturally occur to the Members of 
the Society, assembled under circumstances of so 
great political distress, to contrast the condition 
of foreign nations with that of their own; and 
to derive from the reflection an increased con­
viction of their obligation to improve those privi­
leges, so peculiarly, and so wonderfully main­
tained. This consideration, among others of a 
similar tendency, was very pertinently adverted 
to by the President in the close of his Report; 
and the passage is at once so beautiful and 
appropriate, that it shall be adopted as the coa­
ol.usion of thi11 chapter. 
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" But when we rdlPct upon the alarming and 
affiicfo·e di>'p<•11satio11s of Providence which have 
visited foreig·n natiou>', while we have been 
blessed wilh au f'Xl'lllption from lhPm, g-ratitncle 
to the grPat Dispo!<cr of PYents, iu eyery possible 
way, if-' more than a common duty; and, in C'ndea­
vouring to promote his honor hy the <lilfo.siou of 
the Holy Scriµtures, we discharµ;e hut a small 
part of those solemn obligations which his sing;nlar 
favor so peculiarly imposes upon us. What 
effects may flow from tlw most successful labors 
of the Society, is not within the limits of human 
foresight: Paul may plant, Apollos may water, 
but it is God alone who gil'eth ihe increase. But 
we may be allowPd to eutertain a reasonable 
expectation, that the ;;eed of the wonl will not 
be sown in vain ; and that among the numbers 
to whom it will be conveyed hy the British ::rnd 
ForPig;n Bible Society, many will receive it with 
joy, and cultivate it with profit; and that the 
beneficial etlecb of the lustitution will extend te 
generations yet unborn.'· 
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CHAPTER IV. 

180~7. 

IN entering upon the duties of its third year, 
the British and Foreign . Bible Society found 
itself possessed of respectable strength ; and felt 
that it had made, all circumstances considered, 
no contemptible progress in the acquisition of 
pecuniary resources and public estimation. 

The state of its funds did not indeed report 
that striking augmentation which some of ib1 
sanguine friends might have been led to expect: 
but an increase of nearly 3001. in the annual 
subscriptions, and of more than 1,0001. in the 
contributions from Wales, together with an 
entirely new article of revenue from Scotland, 
amounting to nearly 4,000/. was an indication of 
improvement, which authorized a confident hope, 
that the Society would, eventually, obtain an 
income commensurate with its projected and 
probable expenditure. 

The testimonies of approbation which it had 
been accustomed to receive, augmented in a 
higher proportion ; and afforded much ~eater 
and more animating encouragement. 
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Wales, though unavoidably disappointed in 
its expectation of receiving the promised Welsh 
Bibles, continued to cherish, principally, as 
heretofore, among the humbler classes of its 
population, a zealous regard for the object of the 
Institution, and to manifest a persevering dis­
position to aid its resources, by efforts of ex­
traordinary liberality. 

Unequivocal evidences were furnished in En­
gland of a similar attachment to the cause of 
the Society, and of a desire to co-operate 
effectually in its support. A large addition 
of names to the list of ammal subscribers ; the 
zeal of the humble Association in London ; and 
particularly that of the more powerful combi­
nation in Birmingham, gave indisputable proofs 
of a strong sensation excited in favor of the 
Society's views among the inhabitants of South 
Britain; and justified the wam1est anticipation 
of an extending and permanent impression. 

The interest which Scotland evinced in the 
success of the Society's undertaking, was too 
clearly developed, not to awaken the most lively 
emotions of satisfaction and of hope, in contem­
plating the accession of so zealous and powerful 
an ally. Collections transmitted from six Pres­
byteries, announcc~d a degree of approbation, on 
the part of the Scottish National Church, to which 
great importance was d<>servcdly attached. The 
conductors of the Institution were encouraged 
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by thi.~, and other circumstances of a similar 
cle~cription, to hope, that the character of their 
S-ociety would, in llne course of time, be justly 
appreciate<l by those ecclesiastical authorities 
throu;i;l1out the U aitt1d 1;,;.i11giiom, from whose 
g·euernl a11d decided countenance there was good 
reason to believe, that both the Church and the 
Society would derive a11 equal advantage. 

To these symptoms of progress must be added 
the event which had recently taken place in 
frelai1d, ill the 0stablishment of a kindred So­
ciety at Dublin, and other g·eneral indications of 
a growing solicitude fo1· aiding and encouraging 
the Pai·ent Institution. Such were the circmn­
stances under which the operatiolls of the third 
year commenced ; and we are now to trace the 
course of them thrnugh their several channels 
both foreign and domestic. 

The German Bible Society at N urenberg had, 
from uearly the earliest period of its institution, 
maiutaiuecl au amicable and active communi­
cation with the numerous friends of religion, who 
resided in Basie and its ,,iciuity. The insuf­
ficiency of the means possessed by the latter, 
to form and sustain an independent establish­
meut, reconciled them to the alternative, of con­
nectiug themselves for the present with the 
Society at Nurenberg, and employing it as a 
temporary instrument for the accomplishment 
of their own designs. 
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It soon, however, appeared, that a change of 
position from N m·enherg to ll,1sle would mate­
rially promote the interests aud the efficiency 
of the ge:1eral system. lla:-:le had mauy local 
and circumsta1,tial adrnntagt'S, which qualified 
it, in an eminent degree, for hecomiug the seat 
of a Bible Society. Formiug, as it did, thP ce11tre 
of the German " Religions Society," an establish­
ment of great celebrity and usefuluess, and com­
manding a very extensi,·e range of connections 
with persons of distinguished piety both in Swit­
zerland and Germany, it possessed facilities of 
communication and of distribution, which, in 
reference to a plan for the general dispersion of 
the Scriptm-es, would, it was perceived, be 
found of essential importance. Add to these 
consideratio11s, that its reputation for typography 
and paper, stood desenedly high; and that it 
enjoyed, on that ground, peculiar advantages 
for the execution of Biblical works. 

Impressed by a candid repret-entation of these 
circumstances, the Committee at N urenberg 
most readily acquiesced in the proposition made 
to them, for removing the German Bible Society 
from their own direction to that of their brethren 
at Basie. The latter, on their part, arn1ou11ced 
the trarnsfer, as having been made with mutual 
consent; and in an earnest and animatnl appeal 
to the German public, solicited aid to t>uahle them 
to bring to maturity the main object of their 
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Institution, that of furnishing, as speedily a111 
11ossible, a cheap impression of the whole Bible. 

It will throw some light on the difficulties 
with which Bible Societies had to struggle in 
the early part of their career, and illustrate at the 
same time the pious zeal and determined energy 
of their advocates and promoters, to extract a 
portion of that address with which the con­
ductors of the Basie Bible Society (the desig­
nation which the German Bible Society is hence­
forth to bear) entered upon the discharge of their 
public engagements_ 

" Our prospects" (they say) " with regard to the 
ultimate success of this Institution, so pregnant 
with blessings, become still more gloomy when 
we direct our sorrowing view to the almost 
universal desolation produced by the present 
war, to the almost total stagnation of commerce 
and manufactories, to the daily increasing im­
poverishment of many thousands, to the parsi­
mony which the more opulent are obliged to 
observe in their expenditure, and to the pro­
gressive indigence, and consequent want of spil-it, 
among our poor countrymen. And yet, on the 
other hand, all these melancholy circumstances 
are but the stronger appeals to our hearts, to 
hasten to the relief of our desponding countrymen 
with the reviving consolations of God's word; 
to carry into the huts of the indigent the glad 
tidings of the Gospel of salvation; and with this 
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balm from heaven to dispel the tears of sorrow 
from the eyes of the afflicted. What ! shall 
they whose earthly possessions have been swept 
away by the ravages of the times, remain desti­
tute also of the heavenly manna? Shall they 
whose earthly joys are !fOUe to the graw, be 
debarred the superior joys of religion, because 
they have not money sufficient to pmchase a 
Bible for themselves and their families?" " Into 
your sympathizing bosoms, worthy promoters 
of Christianity, we pour the concerns of oms ; 
and leave to your Christian generosity, to your 
active philanthropy, the important decision of 
the question, whether our Institution shall attain 
its great object or not." " Highly commen<lable 
is it to lay the first foundations of Christian 
Institutions ; but it is still more commendable 
and productive of blessing, to raise an Institution 
already established, to its full scope of utility, 
and to give to its fair energies an extensive sphere 
of beneficial operation." 

Such were the sentiments and the spirit in 
which the Ge1·man Bible Society was ushered 
into notice, upon its transplantation from Nuren­
berg- to BAsle. The reader will anticipate the 
best effects from the influence of such a com­
mencement ; and he may be assured, that in that 
anticipation he will not be eventually disappointed. 

The Bible Society at Berlin, placed, by the 
occupation of that capital on the part of the 
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French, in circumstances of almost unparalleled 
embarrassment, continued to maintain its exer­
tions, with unabated activity, amidst those 
political disasters which overwhelmed both the 
Prince and the People. The printing of the 
Bohemian Bible, which had commenced ante­
cedently to the breaking ont of hostilities between 
Prussia and l;rance, proceeded, with little inter­
ruption, during the entire continuance of that 
awful visitation which might have been expected 
to drain the resources of public liberality, and 
paralyze every movement that was directed to the 
welfare of mankind. In fact, a demonstration 
was given by this triumph over what might have 
appeared insurmountable obstacles, that, though 
Kings may he bound in chains, and Nobles in 
fetters of iron, yet the word of God cannot be 
bound, or its progress eftectually retarded. 

As early as November, 1805, the design of 
printing au edition of the Bohemian Bible was 
publicly announced from Berlin. Still further 
steps were taken for gi,,ing it notoriety, when, in 
February, 1806, His Prussian Majesty had ex­
tended his royal patronag;e to the Society, and 
authorized the employment of a higher tone, and 
measures of greate1· confidence and decision. 

The,-e reiterated appeals were not without 
their effect. In the ernming month of June, the 
number of copies subscribed for, amounted to 
1,100. Dantzig had, in the mean time, been 



AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY, 

induced to form a connection with Berlin, and 
to 111:ilrn exprtiow, for yieldiug a trihute to the 
promotiou of that work i11 which ihe latter was 
so ho11orably e11g·a.~ed. This comm,rnication was 
chiefly bro11;,?:ht ahont through the acti1e iustru­
mentality of the Hev. Mr. Ewald, Hector of 
the Holy Trinity, in Dautzig, who, in a uews­
paper, in which he had inserted the addrt-ss from 
the Berlin Bible Society to the Kiug of Prussia, 
and his Majesty"s reply, voluntarily tendered 
his senices to receive aud transmit subscriptions 
in favor of that Institution. 

Such was the progrt>ss which this small, but 
diligent and simple-minded body had ma<le in 
exciting public attentio11, and obtaining subscrip­
tions, whe11, encouraged by a i,;econd pecuniary 
grant from the British and :Foreigu Uihle Society, 
they resolved to delay 110 longer the execution 
of their primary design, but to put to press imme­
diately au edition of the Bohemian Bible, amount­
ing to 3,000 copies. The res()lntion to that eflect 
was date!I the 12th of August; and, on the 16th 
of the ensuing October, the French army, under 
Napoleon Bonaparte, got possession of BPrlin. 

It was matter of rdief and con;;olntion to find, 
that, as the dearth of the Scripturf's was so great 
in Bohemia, a11d the acco111plishme11t of the in­
tended imprPssion \\·oulrl he unavoidably retarded 
by the circumstances of distress and exaction to 
which the Prussian dominions were 1·educed, a 
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temporary supply of 3,000 New Testaments, 
together with the Book of Psalms, had been 
fumished to the Bohemian congregations from 
the Bible Institution at Halle. For this season­
able and munificent donation, the Society at 
Berlin, and the Protestants in Bohemia, were 
indebted to the spontaneous generosity of a 
Prussian officer; who, understanding that copies 
were to be procured from that repository, with a 
liberality most worthy of memorial and of imitation, 
paid the entire price of the 3,000 copies, amount­
ing to 600 rix dollars, and added 100 more to 
defray the expenses of conveyance to the places 
of their destination. 

It is a pleasing duty to record such acts of 
pious munificence in persons sustaining the pro­
fession of arms. They afford a convincing testi­
mony, that the grace of God is not restrnined in 
its operations by the narrow rules of human judg­
ment. Assuming that they proceed from a Chris­
tian principle, we cannot but regard them as so 
many proofs, that the power of religion may be 
felt and exemplified under every diversity of 
condition or employment; and that circumstances 
of peculiar temptation may be over-ruled in such 
a manner by the influence of divine grace, as to 
exhibit the most advantageous displays of charity 
and virtue. 

The proceedings of the British and Foreign 
Dible Society were also characterized by certaia 
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communications of an interesting nature from 
other parts of the European continent, to which, 
as they fix the era of its entrance on stations, 
since become conspicuous for activity and in­
fluence, it will be prnper to pay some attention. 

Among the placPs of consideration to which, 
shortly after its establishment, the Society had 
been made known, through the exertions of its 
Foreign Secretary, and certain zealous co1Te­
spondents abroad, was Kcinigsberg, the capital 
of Prussia. The impression macle by the intel­
ligence of the formation of the Society, and 
the inquiries with which that intelligence was 
accompanied, was such as to induce the Rev. 
Mr. Glogan, and the Hev. Dr. \Vaid, the latter 
of whom was a Counsellor of the Consistory, to 
transmit, through the Rev. Dr. Knapp, informa­
tion which determined the Society to consider 
that quarter as claiming its special regard. 

The substance of this information, together 
with some particulars afterwards received, 
purported, that the proviuce of Lithuania con­
tained a population exceeding a million of souls; 
the smaller proportion of which was subject to 
the Prussian, the larger to the Russian govern­
ment: that it pos~esscd 7,1 chmche~, and 4U0 
schools : that thP people were in ge,wral reli­
giously disposed, hut exceedingly destitute of the 
Scriptures : and that they were prepared to 
esteem a Bible gratuitously be8towed, as " au 
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extremely valuable acquisition." To this account 
of Lit.huania, Mr. Glogau added the opinion 
entertained by himself and his friends, on the 
object of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
and the desirableness of extending its operations 
to that province. As the lang·uage employed 
by Mr. Glogau, confirms what has been said of 
the impression made on the people of Konigs­
berg, and justifies the solicitude which was felt 
on their behalf, it may Le proper to extract it. 

" The plan of the Society of Religious Philan­
thropists in London, to have Bibles printed in all 
the European languages, and partly to distribute 
them gratis, partly to have them sold at very low 
prices to indigent Christians of all nations, which 
you have had the g·oodness to communicate to 
me, is of so generous and laudable a nature, that 
they will undoubtedly receive the warmest thanks 
for it, both from their contemporaries and from 
posterity. This excellent Society would acquire 
a very peculiar claim to applause, by realizing 
this benevolent idea, with regard to the province 
of Lithuania, where it is greatly to be apprehended 
tl1at the Rihle, particularly the Old Testament, 
must, in the course of time, fall altogether into 
oblivion among the still very uncultivated inha­
bitants." 

The war which shortly after broke out, pre­
vented, for a considemble time, the adoption of 
measures for relieving the o1piritual wants of Litlma-
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11ia; and by its destl'Uctive ravages in that most 
afflictPd province, rendered its inhabitants still 
less compt>tent to any effectual exertions among 
themselves. But the ohject, thus brought into 
view by this early communication, was kept 
i.teadily in sight, both by the people of Konigs­
berg·, and the British and l<oreign .Bible Society, 
throug·h all the vicissitudes of ternpornl distress, 
till that order of things was established, which 
afforded encouragement to prosecute it with a 
reasonable prospect of success. 

Another transaction arisiug out of the foreign 
communications of this year, was that which 
introduced the operations of the Society into the 
dominious of His Danish Majesty. As this oc­
currence will be found, in the event, to have 
opened a way to that connection with the North 
of Europe, from which consequences of so great 
importance have since been derived, it will be 
proper to describe, with some degree of expli­
citness, the peculiar manner in which it origi­
nated. 

On the 4th of August, 1806, the Committee 
of the .British and l<oreig·u Bible Society took 
into their consideration the case aud circum­
stances of the inhabitants of Iceland, aud the 
propriety of furnishing a supply of the Holy 
Scriptures in their native language, to that iuter­
esting, aud, as it appeared, necessitous people. 
By what train of circumi.tances the attention of 
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the Committee was drawn to this subject, the 
following statement will explain. 

In the year 1805, the Rev. John Paterson, and 
the Rev. Ebenezer Henderson, both natives of 
Scotland, and animated with a zeal for the propa­
gation of the Gospel, resigned their country, con­
nections, and worldly prospects, in order to serve 
as Christian Missionaries in India. Precluded by 
the reg·ulations of the British East-India Company 
from occupying stations within their territorial 
dominions, they repaired to Copenhagen, in the 
hope of obtaining a passage to Tranquebar, and 
exercising their ministry within the settlement 
attached to the Danish Crown, on the coast of 
Coromandel. Having been disappointed in their 
expectation, they felt themselves compelled to 
abandon the design; a design nearest their heart, 
of proclaiming the glad tidings of salvation to 
the heathen: and began to consider, in what 
manner they might turn their missionary zeal 
to profitable account in that part of Christendom, 
upon which the Providence of God appeared 
to have cast them. 

U oder this impression, they commenced a very 
diligent inquiry into the state of religion in the 
countries by which they were more immediately 
surrounded. Among the individuals of considera­
tion, with wnom they had formed a connection 
during their residence at Copenhagen, was, Jus­
ticiary Thorkelin, Privy-Keeper of the Royal 
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Archive,:, a person ,cry genc>rally respected, and 
distinµ:uislwd for his zl•alorn; attachment to the 
cause of Christianity. This g·cntk·ma11, being a 
natin~ of Iceland, and feeliu~·, as a Christian 
patriot, for the spiritual welfare of his country, 
laid open to these disappoi11tPd missionaries a 
field of immediate usefulne~s, by directin~ their 
attentiou to the religious state of the inhabitants 
of that island, and to the dearth of the Holy 
Scriptmes, at that time prevailing among· them. 
Mr. Thorkelin stated, that the population, amount­
ing to nearly 50,000, scarcely contained one 
person in a huuclrecl aho,e the age of twehe or 
fourteen, who could uot read; that no people in 
the world were fonder of reading ; and that a,; 
the only press of which they were possessed had 
not been used for many years, the inhabitants 
supplied the want of printed books by the labo­
rious and tardy expedient of transcribing them: 
that the Scripture,; were no louger to be obtained 
for money ; and that not abo,·e forty or filty 
copies of the Bible were to be found throug·hout 
thf' island. These affecting particulars excited 
in the breasts of these excellent youug· men, 
the kiudest emotions. Touched with compa~sion 
for nearly 50,000 of their fellow-Christiaus, in­
habiting· a remote island, and destitute of those 
sacred oracln; which they so dearly prized and 
revered, Messrs. Paterson and Henderson dis-
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patched the information with which themselvei­
had been so deeply impressed, to their friends 
in Scotland ; and made an earnest appeal on 
behalf of this interesting and destitute people. 
Through this circuitous channel the intelligence 
was conveyed by a respectable correspondent in 
Edinburgh, to the Committee of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and thus the question of 
administering aid to the necessitous Icelanders, 
was brought regularly and seriously before 
them. 

It was immediately determined, that the Pre­
sident should be requested to open a communi­
cation with the Bishop of Iceland, and offer, in 
the name of the Society, to defray half the ex­
pense of an edition of 5,000 Icelandic Testamenti;,. 
With this request his Lordship complied ; and 
as a letter on such a subject from a British 
Nobleman to an Icelandic Prelate, may be not 
improperly esteemed a religious curiosity, the 
author will gratify the reader by transcribing it 
for his satisfaction. 

To the Right Rev. tl,e Bishop of Iceland. 

" Right Rev. Sir, Lo11don, Sept. 23, 1806. 

" I have the honor to address you, and, through 
you, the Clergy of Iceland, on the part of a 
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Society established in London, under the deno­
mination of ' The British and Foreign Bible 
Society;' of which I am the President. This 
Institution has been established more than two 
years; it was originally proposed by a few incli­
,·iduals, (who take an interest in the eternal 
welfare of their fellow-creatures,) and is now 
supported by numerous Christians of all classes 
and denominations. The object of it is pure and 
simple, being solely and expressly to encourage 
and promote a wider circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures; and it embrnces in its operation not 
only the empire of Great Britain, hut all countries 
and nations, whether Christian, Pagan, or Maho­
medan, as far as the means and opportunities of 
the Society admit. The British and Foreign 
Bible Society has had the satisfaction to learn, 
that the object of its establishment has been most 
cordially approwd in Germany, Switzerland, and 
other parts of Europe ; that its example has 
become an object of zealous imitation, and that, 
hy the blessing of God, it has proved, either 
directly or indirectly, the instrnment of circu­
lating the Holy Scriptures, to a very great extent, 
upon the Continent. I am persuackcl, Right 
Re,·erend Sir, that this information will not be 
uninteresting to JOU, and to the Clergy of Ice­
land. 

" Our Society has been informed, that copies of 
R 2 
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the Holy Scriptures, in the Icelandic dialect, arr 
very scm·ce, and difficult to be procured ; aud 
that, on this account, many of our Christian 
Brethren, in your country, are in want of them. 
Presuming this information to be correct, the 
British and Foreign Bible Society would have 
felt much gratification in having had the powe1· 
immediately to supply their wants; but Icelandic 
Bibles can be neither printed nor procured in 
England. The Society therefore adopts the only 
means it possesses of giving effPct to the object 
of its Institution, hy an offer to contribute a 
moiety of the expense of printing an octavo 
edition of 5,000 copies of thC' New Testament, 
in the Icelandic dialect, aml authorizes me to 
communicate this resolution to you, Right Reve­
rend Sir, and the Clergy of lcC'land. The So­
ciety will have great pleasure in leaming from 
you, that the offer is accepted; and, upon re­
ceiYing information to that effect, and of tlw 
amount required for the purpose expressed, will 
immediately direct a remittance of it to Copen­
hagen. 

" I hope to be honored with an answer to this 
letter, as soon as an opportunity offers ; and the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, as well as 
myself, will be happy to receive from you any 
information on subjects connected with the object 
.of it,; ln1,titution, which it is equally their duty 
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and wi,;)1 to promote in the greatest possible P,\RT 1. 

extent. 

" I have the honor to be, 

" Right He,erencl Sir, 

" Your most obedient, and 

" Most humble Ser\'ant, 

"TEIGNMOUTH." 

Shortly after the date of their dispatch to 
Scotland, and cornsiderably before any accounts 
could have anfred of what was determin<'d upon 
iu Loud.on, Messrs. Paterson and Henderson 
were led to visit a small religious Society in the 
islaud of Fiihneu ; and in the course of commu­
nication with the Directors of it, upon a topic 
of mutual iutere:st, the advancement of the Re­
deemer"s Kiugdom, they learnt, that this Society 
had also turned its attention to the state of 
r(•lig·ion iu Iceland, and had elicited, by a cor­
respondence with the Bishop, very important 
information, relative to the waut and desire of 
the Holy Scriptures, as existing· amoug the inha­
bitants of that island. 

It appeared from the i11tellige11ce of whic-h this 
Society had thus hecome posst•ss(•d, that the 
common people iu Iceland were uot behiud those 
of the same description iu Deumark, iu regard to 
religious informatiou, owing chiefly to their great 
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desire for reading, and knowledge in general, and 
the excellent religious exercises held in many 
l1ouses from Michaelmas to Easter; that, among 
other devotional books, the Bible, and particu­
larly the New Testament, was customarily read 
in every family which was able to obtain it ; and 
that a copy was not then to be had for money, and 
when it happened that one appeared at an auction, 
it sold at an enormous price. " Never," (writes 
the Bishop of Iceland to the correspondent who 
had addressed him,) " never will Iceland forget 
her dear Stistrup, who, at his own expense, 
bought and sent to this place a great number of 
Bibles and New Testaments, to be given away 
gratis. This has now ceased, however, for the 
space of sixty years and upwards, aud most 
of these Bibles are now worn out. I remember 
frequently to have heard the best farmers in the 
parish, warmly contending which of them should 
have the loan of the Bible which was sent to their 
parish for themselves and their children. The 
older editions of the Scriptures are not to be had 
at all. The printing press in the island is no 
longer in order: we therefore cannot do any thing 
to supply this want; am] the common people in 
Iceland will, within ten years, be entirely deprived 
of this blessed book, which is so dear and precious 
to them. 

" You will see from this, my dear Sir, how 
inlinitely obliged and thankful I and my country-
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men shall he to the dear brethren who, of theii· 
benevolence, offer to favor us with the New Tes­
tament in the Icelandic. The number of copies 
I will not take upon me to determine. Your 
letter, however, gives me occasion to mention, 
that there are 305 parishes, and ahout 47,000 
inhabitants." 

In consequence of information so calculated to 
inspire both compas:-.ion and encouragement, the 
Fiihnen Society had determined, antecedently to 
the interview with Messrs. Paterson and Hender­
son, to print an edition of the Icelandic Testa­
ment to the amount of 2,000 copies. 

As the su~ject had occupied the attention of 
the latter while residing at Copenhagen, anrl the 
statements made by the Fiihnen Society were 
corroborated in all material points by the dif­
ferent articles of intelligence which they had 
previously received, they felt a strong disposition 
to see the proposed relief of these interesting 
islanders placed upon a scale commensurate with 
their necessities. With this view, they turned 
their eyes to the British and Foreign Bible So­
ciety, ( of which, at that time, they knew little 
more than the name;) and, considering this to he 
a case in which its funds mig·ht be very oppor­
tunely and advantageously employed, and being 
profoundly ignorant of the steps which it had 
already taken, they h'an11mitted, for its information, 
the pa11iculai<s which have just been detailed. The 
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Committee were prepa1·ed by what had before 
taken place, to sympathize with their new 
correspoudents, in a desire to afford effectual 
assistance to Iceland. Struck with the unde­
signed coincidence of the determination on the 
part of the l'iilmen Society, with their own vote 
by way of induct'nwnt, they resolved on the 6th of 
October, the <lay on which the proposition from 
Fiihnen was brought before them, to co-operate 
with that Societ~• iu this most seasonable measure; 
and, by an ameudment of their former grant, to 
authorize the enlargement of the projected im­
pression of the Icelandic Testament, from 2,000 
to 5,000 copies. 

Such were the circumstances to which we are 
to ascribe the introduction of the Rev. Messrs. 
Paterson and Henderson to the notice and the 
employment of the Briti;,h and Foreign Bible 
Society; and the origin of those exertions which, 
promoted by the wisdom aud activity of these 
diligent laborers, and fostered by the paternal 
care of a benign and gracious Providence, have 
termiuated in measures so dignified and compre­
hensive, 011 the part of the Northern Powers of 
Europe, for circulatiug the Holy Scriptures 
among the inhabitants of their respective domi­
mons. 

Some advances were also made this year to 
wards a communication 111'ith Russia; and indi­
cations were given, which, though faint and 
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indistinct, were eagrrly eherislJPd, that lig;ht was 
beµ;i1111i11g· to dawn 011 the skirts of that vast 
empire. The points to which this statement 
refors, wPrc situated respcctirely in the vici­
nitiL's of the Baltic and the Caspian seas ; and 
as it may be satisfactory to the reader to know, the 
author will briefly rPlate what was done, or rather 
attempted, with a Yiew to impro1•e these farnrahle 
openings, and to bring the British and Foreign 
Bible Society into contact with the only acces­
sible parts of the Uussian population. 

In the month of March, 180G, an application 
was received from a respectable Superintendant 
of the Lutheran church in Estho11ia, on the Baltic, 
iu behalf of " fifty parishes, containing at least 
15,000 families.'' This Ecclesiastic petitioned, 
with considerable earnestness, that the Society 
would " remember them, and assist them with a 
pecuniary aid; in order that the whole Bible, or 
at least a part of it, might be gratuitously or 
cheaply distributed to the many indig;ent persons, 
who" (he added) " are at present destitute of 
this treasure." To this application attention was 
immediately paid ; and a grant to a respec­
table amount was tendered, on condition of a 
Bible Society beillg formed for th(• province 
of Esthonia. Thus incideutally was an overture 
made for an establishment, which, though uot 
effected till several years afterwards, may tracP 
its commeucemeut to the promptitude aud kind-
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ness with which the Society acted on this oc­
casion. The sequel will show, how much the 
Society reaped from the favorable receptiou given 
to the prayer of this patriotic Minister, that the 
Institution would " communicate blessings to 
thousands of his countrymen, by affording 
them the means of access to the best of all 
knowledge, and by inspiring their minds with 
the purest motives of all genuine virtue and solid 
consolation." 

A second point within the territories of Russia, 
from which a line of communication was drawn 
to the British and Foreign Bible Society, was 
Karass, a missionary settlement, to the north of 
the Caspian sea.* Here, under the patronage of 
the Edinburgh Missionary Society, the late Rev. 
Henry Brunton, and his associates, one of whom, 
the Uev. Robert Pinkerton, will hereafter make 
so conspicuous a figure in the pages of this His­
tory, were laboring against many impediments, 

• The Missionaries who first embarked in this service were, 
the Rev. Henry Brunton, and Alexander Paterson. They were 
dispatched in April, 1802; and being reinforced in the ensuing 
summer to the number of fifteen persons, they formed the 
settlement at Karass, a village situated near the source of the 
river Cubane. After many vicissitudes of danger and suffering, 
the settlers removed in 1814, for safety and convenience, to 
Georgievesk, the capital of the Caucasian government; thirty­
two wersts eastward of their former situation, and 400 north­
ward of Tillis. See an interesting account of this mission in 
Dr. Brown's History of the Propagation of Christianity, vol. ii. 
p. 083. Also Klaproth's Travels into Caucasus, &c. 
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hoth from the unhealthiness of the climate, and 
the pn·judices of the natives, to propagate the 
knowledge and influence of Christianity among a 
Mahomme<lan and Heathen population, extend­
ing from the banks of the W olga to the shores of 
the Euxiue. 

On this mission, His Imperial Majesty, in­
fluenced by the favorable representation of the 
Secretary of State, Count N ovassilsofl: was 
graciously pleased to confer extraordinary privi­
leges: many sen-ices were also rendered to it by 
other individuals of high rank, and exemplary 
piety, and who possessed considerable weight in 
the political councils of St. Petersburg.* 

In consequence of the distribution of certain 
religious tracts in the Tartar dialect of the 
Turkish language, and the conversation and 
discourses of the missionaries and thei1· converts, 
many, not only of the people, but also of the 
Molas and Etfendi:s, expressed a desire to have 
the .Bible in a languag·e which they understood. 
Intellig·ence to this effect was conveyed to the 
British and l~oreign Bible Society from Karass, 
through th,~ Secretary of the Edinburg·h Mis­
sionary Society ; and there was added to it the 

• Among these should be mentioned with particular com­
mendation and gratitude, !Iis Excellency Count Kotschoubey, 
Minister of the Interior, lo whose active and persevering atten­
tions the mission has throughout been under the ireatest obli­
ialioos. 
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assurance, that Mr. Brunton had made himself 
mai;ter of the Turkish and Tartar dialects ; that 
reading was much cultivated through the activity 
of the Mahommedan Priests; that no version 
of the Old Testament had hitherto been printed 
in either of those dialects; and that Seaman's 
version of the New Testament, printed at Oxford 
in 1666, was little calculated for the purpose of 
general circulation. On this last ground, prin­
cipally, Mr. Bmnton and his associates had beeu 
induced to undertake a uew version ; and the 
object of transmitting these details to the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, was to obtain encou­
ragement and aid towards the performance of 
so desirable an undertaking. This object was 
promptly and effectually obtained : the Com­
mittee, regarding the proposed work as pregnant 
with great and extensive ad,·antages, determined 
to supply the Translatms with a new fount of 
Arabic types, and a sufficient quantity of paper 
and ink to euable them to execute au impression 
of 5,000 copies. The course and completion of 
this work will furnish hereafter much interesting 
matter of narration; but it is here introduced to 
the notice of the reader, fo1· the purpose of 
marking the era in which a connection was 
formed between the British and Foreign Bible 
Society and this Asiatic Dependency of the 
Russian Imperial Crown . 

• ~ ti1ird :-lf'Jl in this progress towards a con-
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11ection with the Hussian Empirt·, was of a more PAHT I. 

decisivP diarach•r. The circumsta11ce which led CHAP. 

to it, arosP out of a correspo11dPnce with some 
intPlligmt individuals at Sarepta, 1war Astrnchan. 
In the communications from that quarter, t•licited 
hy queries of a similar import to tlws(• which had 
been generally circulated, it wa.-; confidently 
stated, that the Scriptnres wPrc so extrenwly 
scarce in Russia, that, to usP a strong expression 
employed by the writer, " it was genPrally known 
a hundred wersts off; when the treasure of a 
Bihle was to be met with.'' To this account it 
was added, that, in th<' German colonin, esta­
l,lished on the Wolg·a since I 7<i<i, and which 
contained thirteen Protestaut parishes, the cir­
cumstances of the pa,-tors were too low to PnahlP 
them to pmchase a stock of Bibles for the pur­
pose of selling them to the poor at reducPd prie1'ioi, 
a11d still !es~ of g-iving them away." 

For the want dcscriht·d in this last statement 
a remedy wa;. suggested, of whi<'h the Committee 
of the British and Forr>ign Bible Society were not 
ha<"kward to avail them:,;elvcs. The Bible Insti­
tntio11 at Halle was provicl<>cJ with a stock, from 
which a :,;upply might in1111(•cliatcly he cJeriYed. 
An ord(•r was tlwreforc gin•n upon that deposi­
tory, for 400 (;nman Bibles, a11d 200 Testa111e11ts; 
and the Rev. Hr. Knapp undertook to have 
them forwarded to the ,;etth·111c11t with all pra<'­
ticable dispatcb. 

IV. 
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It appeared, however, from the whole of the 
intelligence above referred to, confirmed as it 
was by information from other respectable sources, 
that the population of Russia, both native aud 
foreign, was in such a condition, with respect 
to the want of the Holy Scriptures, and the 
deficiency of practical resources for supplying it, 
as to render the stimulating exertions of the 
Bible Society throughout that vast Empire pe­
culiarly desirable. The duty of proceeding in 
such a manner as to evince a proper regard to 
the constituted auth01·ities of the Empire, was 
felt on this, as on every similar occasion ; and 
it was therefore resolved to address the 
Metropolitan of the Greek Church, Archbishop 
Plato; and to endeavour to interest that eminent 
and learned Prelate in measures for promoting 
the circulation of the Scriptures in Russia. 
The eYents which have since occurred in the 
establishment of the Russian Bible Society 
at St. Petersburg, and of an affiliated Institution 
in Moscow, the residence of the Metropolitan 
himself, give to the President's letter a peculiar 
interest, and will therefore suggest a sufficient 
reason for its insertion. 
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7'o tlte Most Rev. the Arcltbisltop and Metro­
politan Plato, '5"c. 

" Most Rev. Sir, 

" The importance of the subject of this Letter 
will, I trust, apologize for an address from a 
person who has not the honor to be known 
to you. 

" Permit me, in the first place, to inform you, 
Most Reverend Sir, that I am Presidc•ut of a 
Society which has been established in Loudon 
more than two years, under the denomination 
of ' The British and Foreign Bible Society." 
This Institution (which was first proposed by 
a few individuals, who take an interest in the 
eternal welfare of their fellow-creatures,) is now 
supported by numerous Christians, of all classes 
and denominations ; the object of it is pure and 
simple, being solely and expressly to encourage 
and promote a wider circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures ; and it embraces in its operation not 
only the Empire of Great Britain, but all countries 
and nations, whether Christian, Pagan, or Ma­
hommedan, as far as the means and opportu­
nities of the Society admit. 

" The British aud .Foreign Bihle Society has 
had the satisfaction to find that the object of its 
establishment has heeu most cordially approved 
in Germany, Switzerland, and other parts of 
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Europe; that its example has become an object 
of zealous imitation ; and that, by the blessing 
of Goel, it has proved, either directly or indi­
rectly, the instrument of circulating the Holy 
Scriptures to a very great extent upon the 
Continent. 

" I am pe1:suaded, Most Reverend Sir, that 
this information will not be uninteresting to you, 
who are so well qualified to feel the importance 
and appreciate the utility of the Institution which 
I have described. 

" It is equally the duty and desire of the 
Members of the British and Foreign Bible Society 
to extend the benefits of their Institution as far 
as possible; and, under the influence of these 
motives, they have entered into correspondence 
with religious and well-disposed persons, in 
various parts of Europe, for the purpose of soli­
citing their assistance and influence in promoting 
the object of the Society, and information as 
to the most practicable means of doing it. 

" In many instances, the information obtained 
by those means, has led to the most pleasing 
conseqnenct'S ; it has afforded to the Society the 
gratification of aiding with their funds (which are 
deri\·cd from rnluutary contributions) the printing 
of versions of the Holy Scriptures in fo1·eign lan­
guages, and of conveying this invaluable treasure 
to numbers who were destitute of it, and wanted 
the means of obtaining it. 
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" Thf' same motin·s have' induced me, Most 
Revcreucl Sir, to trouble yon with this address, 
nnrlt>r an a,-suranc1•, that the Brifo,h and J'oreign 
Bihle Society will consider itself highly grntified 
Ly any notice which you may think proper to 
Lake ofit. 

" Information has been communicated to us, 
that copies of the Russian Bible are scarce, and 
difficult to be procured ; and that many of our 
Christian brethrf'n of the Greek Church, on thilil 

1ccount, are in waut of them : of the accuracy 
~f this information you are best qualified to 
udg-e, as we'll as whethC'r the assistance of the 
British and Foreig·n Bible Socif'ty towards print­
ng· a cheap edition of the Russian Biblf', for 
he purpose of supplying any existing wants, 
,vould be acccptahle. It i:-: on these points that 
I venture to solicit yonr opinion, in the confidence 
hat it will be gTanted; a1ul that, if the object 
,f the Society should Hlf'l~t your approbation, 
•our iufluence and co-operation in promoting 
I.." disinterested views, will not he withheld. 

vor.. 1. 

" I have the honor to be, 

" Most Reverend Sir, 

" With great respect, 

" Your most Obedient, 

" Humble Servant, 

" TEIGNMOUTH." 
ii 
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What effect this letter produced on the mind 
)f Archbishop Plato has not been correctly 
1scertained, inasmuch as no direct reply was 
·eceived from him. There is, however, reason 
o believe, by intelligence, conveyed through 
:ircuitous channels, that the Metropolitan did 
10t overlook an object, which, to an enlight­
ined • mind like his, could not have been indif­
erent. Certain it is, that this overture on the 
)art of the President of the British and Foreign 
~ible Society, excited a lively interest in its 
:ventual success among the German Settlers at 
,arepta, whose sentiments may be considered 
LS expressed by Mr. Hiemer, one of their Minis­
.ers, when thus feelingly expressing his own : 

" May the Lord give his blessing to the design 

• With what justice this epithet is applied to the late Arch­
,ishop Plato, may be learned from a perusal of that Prelate', 

Summary of Christian Doctrine,'' as it appears in the Rev, 
fr. Pinkerton's very seasonable and intelligent work, entitled, 
' The Present State of the Greek Church." The writer ol 
hese pages cannot refer to that publication without concur­
ing with its excellent author, in expressing a hope, that, " b' 
fl'ording a more accurate idea of the doctrines and presenl 
tate of the Russian church than has hitherto been given, it 
dll have the effect of exciting in the British nation a )ivcl, 
eeling of Christian regard for the inhabitants of that utensive 
mpire, and will suggest additional motives to unwearied 
xertion, and fervent prayer, in behalf of its numerous tribes, 
hat the fundamental object of the St. Petersburg Ilihle 
,ociety may soon be obtained, and • each tribe put in posses­
ion of the word ef God, in ih own language."' 
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of the honored Society, by tlw extended dif­
fusion of the Scriptures given hy inspiration of 
God, to oppose a barrier to the overwhelming 
torrent of infidelity, and to procure for poor be­
nighted souls access to the life-giving knowledge 
of Jesus Christ ! This is the sincere wish of 
my heart, and I therefore take also the warmest 
interest in the negociation which the Noble 
President of the Society has opened with the 
Archbishop Plato." 

While the Society, intent upon extending and 
perpetuating the means of dispersing the Holy 
Scriptures, was thus preparing the ground on 
which the foundations were in due tirue to be 
!aid of establishments, similar to its own, for 
the northern sovereignties of Europe, it was not 
less actively employed in disseminating· copies 
for temporary and immediate uses in other parts 
of the world, where circumstances forbad, for 
the present at least, the expectation of more 
general and permanent operations. Among the 
number of those who participated in the benefit 
of these exertions, were, the French at St. Do­
mingo, the Spaniards at Buenos Ayres, and the 
British Settlers, Soldiers, and Colonists, in North 
America, the Cape of Good Hope, New South 
Wales, aml Van Diemcn·s Land. It may eluci­
date what has hPen g;euernlly said of the activity 
.:rnd vigilance of the Committee, to observe, that 
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their attention to the Spaniards of Buenos Ayres, 
was excited by the intelligence of that place 
having come into the possession of the British 
arms; and that the investment of Spanish Testa­
ments for the benefit of its inhabitants, was sent 
out with the earliest cargoes which were shipped 
in the Port of London upon commercial specu­
lation. With what effect this act of British 
philanthropy was attended, will be hereafter 
seen. 

The impression made by the donation of Bibles 
and Testaments on the Governor of Van Diemen's 
Land, was honorably testified by au acknowledg­
ment on his part, which did not reach England 
till after the writer's decease. In this letter, 
which it may uot be amiss to anticipate, the 
reader will find a pleasing testimony, both of 
the i;olicitude of Governor Collins for the religio!J~ 
improvement of the Colony, and of the tendency 
which the Society's communication had to en­
courage that feeling, aud to afford it a11 oppor­
tunity of immediate and useful employment. 

" Si1·, 
Government House, Hobart Town, 

Sept. 10, 1809. 

" I take the earliest opportunity in my power, 
to acknowledge the receipt, on the 28th ult. of 
your letter of the 4th of June, 1807, communi­
Cll.ting to me the benevolent design of the British 
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and Foreign Bible Society in favor of the Settle­
ment under my command, by furnishing it with 
the means of obtaini11g a knowledge of the sacred 
writings. 

"Although we were nc,t destitute of those means, 
hm-ing a regular clerical establishment in the 
place, yet it gave me sincere pleasure to find we 
were noticed by your Society ; and I lost no time 
in placing the distribution of the Bibles and 
Testaments in the hands of our clergymen. 

" Our Settlement is rather large and increasing, 
heing composed of upwards of 1,000 souls, many 
of whom are extremely young, and upon whose 
minds, you, Sir, know, impressions are, perhaps, 
more easily made of wrong than of right. It is, 
however, my duty to endeavor to give them a 
right bias ; and in that view, and encouraged by 
your request, to be informed in which way the 
intention of the Society might be further promoted 
in this Settlement, I beg leave to suggest the 
henefit that may result from the distribution of 
small religious tracts, and a church catechism, 
which I have lately seen, and which is highly 
spoken of. I know not whether a donation of 
this nature may come within the desig·n of your 
Society, and therefore only hint this in the 
event of its extending so far.• 

~ The Committee were precluded, of course, from attending 
to that part of the Governor's letter which adverts to Tracts 
and Catecbiim1. 
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" Allow me, Sir, to offer you my respectful 
thanks, and sincere wishes that the labors of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society may be crnwned 
with that success and honor to which it is so 
eminently entitled in this world. 

" I remain, with much respect, &c. 

" DAVID COLLINS." 
Rer,. J. Owen. 

But it is time to return to the domestic scene of 
operations ; and to describe the state of progress 
in the metropolis of Great Britain, and in those 
parts of the United Kingdom with which the 
Society stood more immediately connected. In 
doing this, occasion will be taken to specify the 
different objects which now engaged the actual 
attention of the Committee, and constituted the 
matter of their own particular employment. 

A primary object of this description, and one 
to the accomplishment of which much care and 
perseverance had been directed, was, as is well 
known, the production of a correct and copious 
impression of the Welsh Scriptures for the ac­
commodation of the Principality. This object, 
after having been retarded by various causes of 
interruption, some of which have been pretty fully 
laid open, was at length, to a certain degree, 
attained. In the month of July, 1806, the New 
Testament having been completed, copies of it 
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were issued from the stereotype press, and put 
into distribution. It was a gratifying circum-
11tance to find, that this Testament obtained a 
rapid sale; * and this gratification was heightened 
by the assurance g·iven, on what was considered to 
he good authority, that " it surpassed in correct­
ness any other which had yet been printed in the 
Welsh language." 

Similar exertions to produce a supply of English 
Scriptures from the stereotype press, were attended 
with correspondent ia:uccess. To the two editions 
of the Testament, which had been announced as 
completed at the second Anniversary, was added, 
in the conr.:e of this year, a Testament in a large 
type, and of great beauty, together with two 
editions of the entire Bible. These circumstances, 
which it might otherwise appear unimportant to 
toipecify, are thus particularly stated, in order to 
show the fidelity of the Society to the domestic 

* The follO\•ing account of the manner in which these 
Testaments were received, is given on the authority of " an 
eye-witness." 

" When the arrival of the cart was announced, which carried 
the first sacred load, the Welsh peasants went out in crowd, 
to meet it; welcomed it as the Israelites did the ark of old; 
drew it into the town; and eagerly bore off every copy, Bl 
rapidly as the)· could be dispersed. The young people were 
to be seen consuming the whole night in reading it. Laborers 
carried it with them to the field, that they might enjoy it 
during the intervals of their labor, and lose no opportunity of 
becoming acquainted with its sacred truths." 

Christian 0b'61'ttr for July, 18Ut. 
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object of its appointment. It will thus be seeu, 
that its conductors were not so attentive to 
strangers as to forget those of their own house­
hold ; and that they did not lose sight of a due 
provision for their own country, amidst their various 
and captivating engagements with foreign parts. 

There is also an additional reason for this 
!!pecification; inasmuch as it evinces the good 
effect of the encouragement given by the Society 
to that useful and ingenious art of stereotype, 
which has proved so serviceable an instrument 
in the propagation of the Scriptures, and in 
the maintenance of their purity and correctness. 
The editions which have been mentioned, were 
severally the first fruits of those stereotype plates, 
which had been cast at the instance, and under 
the special encouragement, of the Society ; and 
the appearance of each specimen was an evi­
dence, that plates had been prepared, from 
which editions to the amount of more than 
200,000 copies might be taken off with 
economy and dispatch, as the exigencies of the 
country might require. In all these cases, it 
ehould be observed, the authorized text, with­
out note or comment, was exclusively adopted. 
When this circumstance is duly considered, it 
will appear, that the British and Foreign Bible 
Society has promoted, in an eminent degree, the 
cause of orthodox Christianity, by pre-occupying 
that ground with the standard translation of tht1 
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Holy Scriptmes, which might otherwise have been 
seized by the industrious propagators of novel 
and deteriorated Yersions. 

This last obserrntion will be strengthened by 
remarking·, that the care of the Committee to 
produce these impressions of the Scriptures, was 
not greater than their activity in promoting the 
circulation of them when produc0d. With a view 
to facilitate the attainment of this end, the prices 
to subscribers were reduced, iu the case of the 
English copies, twenty per cent. from the original 
cost ; with the privilege of purchasing to the 
amount of five guineas for every guinea annually 
subscribed : life members being considered on 
the footing of annual members, and life governors, 
of annual governors. And in the case of the 
Welsh, the reduction was undefined and discre­
tionary, affording, for the most part, a still greater 
accommodation to the circumstances of the sub­
scribers. There was added, besides, in the regu­
lations for the disposal of the Welsh Scriptures, 
this special indulgence, that Welsh Ministers in 
general might be supplied with copies at the 
regulated prices, wltetlter subscribers 01· not, for 
the use of their respective congregations. This 
gratuitous extension of privilege to ministers of 
every religious denomination in \Vales, was founded 
on a conviction, that the inhabitants of the Prin­
cipality stood peculiarly in need of such accom­
modation; and the universality with which it wa1; 
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granted to Ministers of the Establishment,• and 
to those of every other persuasion, comported 
with the catholic principle of the Institution, and 
evinced the disinterested wish of its conductor~ 
to effect the distribution of the sacred word 
through every accessible channel. 

In the mean time, the doors were liberally 
thrown open for the admission of applications 
from societies and benevolent individuals, whose 
object was in any measure identified with that 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, and 
whose exertions were directed to the dissemina­
tion of the Holy Scriptures in any part of the 
British empire. On this principle, copies were 
furnished at cost prices to the Dublin " Asso­
ciation," and the Dublin " Bible Society," in 
order to assist their means of doing good in their 
8everal departments; while to individuals in that 
kingdom, who had been accredited as zealously 
and disinterestedly employed in promoting the 
education of children, and the moral improvement 
of the poor, accommodation was afforded, accord­
ing to the circumstances of the applicants, and 
the nature and extent of the services in which 
they were respectively engaged. 

It ought also to be added, that no ordinary 
pains were bestowed upon the examination of the 

• The reader will see how completely this refutes the 
.insinuation, that the Society shewed particular favor to the 
Dissenters in the distribution of the Welsh Scriptures. 



AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

copies ; with a view to determine the degree of 
correctness ,~ith which they were printed, and 
particularly to ascertain their exact conformity to 
the authoritative standard. In this work of 
laborious aud minute investigation, several mem­
bers of the Committee voluntarily participated; 
and no one emba1·ked in it \\ith more prompti­
tude, or executed his engagement with more 
acuteness and perseverance, than a member of 
the Society of }'riends, the late Wilson Birkbeck, 
Esq. This able and truly excellent individual 
read the first stereotyped Testament carefully 
through, collated it with an edition of established 
reputation, and presented, as the result of his 
research~s, a string of passages, (amounting to 
thirty-six,) in which he had found the stereotyped 
edition to differ from those in ordinary use. On 
the subject of this report, and the measures 
taken in consequence of it, the following Minute 
appears upon the Society's Records, under date, 
February 3, 1806. 

" Mr. Owen stated, that having; received from 
Mr. Birkbeck a list of various readings in the 
New Testament, he had drawn out into separate 
columns such variations as occun-ed in the stereo­
type, an Oxford octavo, a copy of Blaney'11 
edition, and King James·s Black-Letter Bible; 
which sheet he had laid before the Syndics, who 
will exercise thei1· judgment upon it. Mr. Owen 
had, however, found, that the stereotype reading 
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was supported by that of King James's Bible, 
wl1ich Mr. Watts had been instructed to make 
his ultimate standard, with the exception of three 
or four instances, and these he apprehends will 
be corrected." 

To those who know in what a variety of ways 
the Society has heen attacked, and that, among 
them, one was the imputation of a design, and 
even more than a design, to pervert the text of 
Scripture, the mention of this circumstance, so 
demonstrative of an opposite conduct, will not 
appear indifferent. The fact which it contains 
was of material service to the author, in defending 
the Institution against the second attempt which 
was made to ruin it in the Spring· of 1806; and 
in the Memorial* presented to the Bishop of 
London on that occasion, was inserted an obser­
vation in reference to this topic, which, as it has 
lost no part of its tmth or its application by the 
lapse of more than nine years, it may not be 
amiss to extract. 

" It should be observed" (referring to the 
Minute before-cited,) " that these variations were 
extremely minute: and this shows at once the 
correctness of the Cambridge Press, and the 
jealousy of a Dissenting Member of the Bible 
Society. Indeed, I am more than ever convinced, 
by the experience I have had in the Society's 
proceedings, that if it had been wished to pro-

• Chep. iii. p. 223, 
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vide au expedit>nt for i-ecuring the integrity and 
~orrectness of tht> authorized version, such a wish 
~onld not havP been better accomplished than 
JY a Committee constituted as that is which 
,its at the New London Tavern." 

With the measures which have been described 
for effecting the general distribution of the copieil 
:hus prepared, was combined a diligent attention 
:o the supply of thm,e wants which existed, in 
:>risons and other places, removed from ordinary 
)bservation and concern. 

Through the compassionate exe1·tions of Thomas 
Furley Foster, Esq. who, as well as the other 
mPmhers of his family, is seen among the foremost 
111 CYery public enterprise of humanity and mercy, 
the ;;ood offices of the Society were first solicited 
:>n behalf of the felons ancl other prisoners in 
N ewgate ; and 200 Testaments were placed 
undn his care, to be distributed at his discretion. 

The case of criminals, thm, incidently brought 
forward, opened to the view of the Committee 
11ew !'<Cenes of spiritual wretchedness, and sug­
gcstr·d to their minds a new and important de­
partment of benevolent labor. It was charac­
teristic of the whole tenor of their proceedings, to 
avail themselves of every opening· which might lead 
to the production of good; to resolve each case 
that came before them into the class to which 
it might he con~idered to hdong; and to makr:; 
the supply of a parti<.:ular want the grou11d-work 
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of some plan of comprehensive and general 
relief. Such was the course pursued in the 
business now under consideration . 

The first resolution on behalf of the felons 
and other prisoners, took place on the 4th of 
August, 1806. This resolution was, on a renewed 
application, four months after, extended to all 
the prisons in the metropolis ; and the views 
of the Committee enlarging with the progress of 
the information, they resolved to g-ive wider 
scope to the exercise of their sympathy. For 
this end, they associated with the subjects of 
guilt the scarcely less pitiable victims of poverty 
and sickness ; and appointed a Sub-Committee, 
whose office it should be to ascertain and supply 
the wants of the Holy Scriptmes in the several 
Workhouses, Hospitals, and Goals, throughout 
the kingdom. That Sub-Committee entered into 
an active correspondence with the high sheriffs, 
chaplain~, goalers, and superintendants of the 
sick and the poor ; and the judgment and per­
severance with which they discharged the duties 
of their appointment, were attended ";th the best 
effects."" 

• It is pleasing to observe, that among the evidences of 
augmented exertion in the venerable Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, chiefty through the inftuence of its 
newly-formed Auxiliary Societies, is specified "a more wakeful 
1lltention to the spiritual necessities of the indigent and 
•Jllict,d; to Schools and Hospitals, and other public charitable 
l ■stitutio111." Annual Report/Of' 1814. 
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ln this department of service, aud particularly 
in that division of it which afforded the least 
promise of advantage, the supply of felons, the 
Committee experienced, in the very outset, a 
degree of encouragement, which stimulated them 
to proceed with increased liberality and exertion. 
It appeared that the first donation of Testaments 
to the convicts at Woolwich-Reach, amounting 
at that time to 800, fom1d a very cordial 1·e­
ception among them. The officers on board the 
1everal ships judiciously allotted a Testament 
to each mess, accompanied with an order, that 
it should be forth-coming in good condition, 
whenever it might be called for ; and Lieutenant 
Coxe, Commander of His Majesty's Brig, Wool­
wich, on whose application the Testaments had 
been furnished, declared, " that he never wail 
witness to books given or received with more 
apparent satisfaction.'' This testimony, so grate­
ful to the feelings of the conductors of the Society, 
and affording such evidence of the utility of their 
proceedings, was afterwards confirmed by the 
l5tatement of au officer aboard the largest of the 
ships; who asserted, that having frequent occa-
111ion to go below deck, he seldom went dowo 
at the time when the comicts were at leisure, 
hut he found some of them reading in the Testa­
ments with which they had heen supplied. 

It will douhtless han! occurre<l to tlw reader 
to remark, while perusing this, account, how 
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materially the designs of the Society were for­
warded by the ready and discreet co-operation 
of the officers commanding these convict-ships. 
It is scarcely possible to say too much in com­
mendation of their conduct. They assured 
Lieutenant Coxe, on his first visit, " that they 
were much obliged to any individual, or any 
body of men, that felt themselves interested on 
behalf of those wretched men; and they would 
employ their influence to enforce a proper atten­
tion to any books which might be sent for the 
use of the convicts." The pmdent regulations 
for distributing the books, and the satisfactory 
reports of their reception and use, sufficiently 
demonstrate, that this assurance was not given 
without a sincere intention to carry it into the 
completest effect. 

The fact now stated affords occasion for re­
peating an observation which has already been 
made, in reference to the triumph of genuine 
principle over the difficulties attending situations 
of particular trial. It is, indeed, a delightful 
task to notice the bright traits of religion and 
humanity in the conduct of those who have been 
enabled to rise above the temptations connected 
with the duties of their professional employment. 
The peculiar service in which the several 
commanders of the convict-ships were engaged, 
hacl not so familiarized them to the con­
templation of depravity and suffering, as to 



Al!liD FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 273 

contemplation of depmvity and sulforiug, as to PART I. 

make them indiflel'ent to the cul'e of the one, CHAl'. 
IV. ..__,,_ and the alleviation of the other. Ou the con-

tl'ary, they showed themselves alive to the calls 
of the trnest compassio11; and P,iuced, by the 
e11comagement they g·ave to the introduction of 
the Scl'iptures among the uuhappy ,mujects of 
their authority, how justly they appreciated the 
influence of religion, as a soul'cc of genuine com­
fort, and a mean of radical and effectual refor­
mation. 

Nor were the exel'tions, of which the com­
mencement has bee11 recorded, fol' supplying 
the scriptural wants of the Prisoners of \Var, 
pursued with less vigoul', or attended with in­
ferior success. Copies of the Spanish Testament 
having bee11 largely distl'ihuted among the pri­
sone1·s of that nation, steps were taken without 
delay for preparing a second ai,d more numerous 
impression. Inquil'ies had abo been promoted 
into the state of the Prisoners of War generally ; 
and the reader will see, with ,, hat discrimination 
and effect these inquiries were prosecuted, from 
the following account ,~ hich the) elicited, of 
the state of the prison-ships, and Mill-Priso11 at 
Plymouth. 

"Of 5178 French Prisoners" (says the 1·t~porter, 
the late Captain Wynter, of Stonehouse,) " about 
2820 can read, of whu111 about 2410 are dei;irous 
of having Testaments :" and " of 1700 Spauish 
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prisonel's, about 1200 can read, and 800 of them 
are desil'Ous of having Testaments." 

This statistical account was obtained in August, 
1806; and, in the month of November following, 
the correspondent who furnished it, having been 
put in possession of the means of supplying those 
wants which he had so judiciously contrived to 
ascertain, transmitted the following animated and 
affecting description of the manner in which hilil 
first distribution had been made, and the im­
pression with which it was attended. 

" It is impos,:ible to give yon an adequate 
description of the anxiety that was manifested 
by the poor Spaniards to get possel'!sion of a 
Te;;;tament; many sought them with tears and 
earnest entreaties; and, although I had nearly 
enough for them all, yet it w1ts with difficulty 
that they were pacified, until they received from 
my hand the word of eternal life. Since which I 
ham witnessed the most pleasiug sight that 
ever my eyes beheld--nearly a thousand poor 
Spani1e<h prisoners, sitting round the p1ison walls, 
reading the word of God with an apparent eager­
ness that would have put many professing Chris­
tians to the blush !" 

In consequence of this representation, con­
firmed by others of a similar tendency, it was 
determined to multiply copies both of the French 
and Spanish Scriptures, so as to haYe an ade­
quate number ready for any emergency. A lar&"e 
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edition of the Testament i11 tlw lattn of these 
lang·ua~·cs was, as has been already mentioned, 
inun{'(liatt•ly put lo press; and as those in the 
formn were likely, from many causes, to he still 
more in request, proceedings were adopted, in 
the month of November, 180G, fo1· printing them 
by stereotype. 

\Vhile these measures were going forward, in 
reference to the continent of Europe, and to the 
residents in the United Kiugdom, both natives 
and strangers, the attention of the SociPty was 
forcibly solicited to the case of Mahomedans 
and Heathens, whose spiritual instruction, too 
long oyerJooked Ly the hnlk of European Chris­
tians, had begun to awaken, in the breasts of a 
few, the emotions of sympathy and anxious con­
.sidcrntion. 

This feeling naturally turned, in the first in­
stance, towards the numerous inhabitants of India 
and the Ea,-t, who answered to that description; 
and it will be propPr to see what was done, or 
meditated, in reference to their ;;:piritual welfare. 
Dr. Carey had introduced to the Society the 
scheme of Orie11tal Translationi-, so nobly pro­
jecte,I Ly the B:1plist Missionaries at Serampore. 
Dr. Buchauan's Mr~111oir 011 " the E:>..pediency of 
an Ecclesiastical Establishment for British India," 
had furnished the additional, an1l H'ry important 
information, that, " under the aui-pices of the 
College of Fort William, the :Scriptu1·es were iu 
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a course of translation into almost all the lan­
guages of Oriental India." And both authorities 
agreed in stating, that assistance from Europe 
was indispensably necessary, in order to the 
accomplishment of these plans. 

On these general grounds, it was determined 
to appropriate 1,000l. to an object, in all respects 
so deserving of encouragement and aid ; and a 
grant to that amount was accordingly made, to 
be placed at the disposal of the Correspondinp; 
Committee at Calcutta. It is true, that Com­
mittee, though formally proposed,* had not actually 
been organized, at the time when the donation was 
voted. From many obstacles, some of which 
will be hereafter explained, the parties who were 
to constitute it, did not, and could not, come 
together for a considerable period after the pro­
position for associating them had been made. 
The presumption, however, of its existence had 
its use. It formed and preserved a rnllying point 
for the zeal which was directed to the circulation 
of the Scriptures in India ; gave an air of unity 
and order to the designs of the Society in that 
quarter ; and kept alive the sentiment of con­
cord among different Christians in this work 
of common interest, till circumstances afforded 
a favorable oppo1'tu11ity for briuging the parties 
into actual communication, and incorporating 

• Chap. ii. p. 9!>. 
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them at leug·th i11 a e:ystem of harmonious, com­
pact, a11d efficient co-operation. 

The ferlin;.; thus kindled on behalf of the 
riatin';. of lu<lia, waf< not a little cherio-hed by a 
commuuicatio11 recein·d from Dr. Bnchauan in 
Ang-w,t, 180G. This consisted of " Proposals 
for tra11slating the Scriptures into the Oriental 
languages·· from the Missionaries at Serampore; 
and a letter from himselt; recommending, that 
a sermon should be preachnl before the Society 
" on the subject of Oriental Trnnslatious :·• and re­
questiug, "that the Rewrencl Preache1· would do 
him the honor to accept the sum of 50l. on de­
livery of a priuted copy of the sermon to his 
agents in London, for the College of Fort Wil­
liam iu Bengal." 

In the proposals for translations, the Serampore 
Missionaries thus express themselves : 

" The clcsig·n of translating the Scriptures into 
the Oriental language;:, 'has received from !tome the 
ltigltest sanction. A n·solution to that effect 
has bPcn transmittPd to us by the Secretary of 
a Society lately in,-titnkcl, f'ntitled the British 
and :Foreign Bible Society." 

Then follows an acco1111t of the Society, and 
a copy of the resolution, proposing the formation 
of a Correspo11di11~ Committee in BP11gal: after 
which the adwrtiscrs thus proceed : 

" Our hope of success in this great undertaking 
,lepen<ls chiefly on the patronage of the College 
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of Fort William. To that Institution we ai-e 
much indebted for the progress we have aheady 
made. Oriental translation has become com­
paratively easy, in consequence of our having 
the aid of those learned men from distant pro­
vinces of Asia, who have assembled, during the 
period of the last six years, at that great em­
porium of Eastern Letters. These intelligent 
strangers voluntarily eng·age with us in translating 
the Scriptures into their re:,;pective lang·uages; 
and they do not conceal their admiration of the 
sublime doctrine, pure precept, an<l divine elo-• 
quence, of the word of God. The plan of these 
translations was sanctioned, at au early period, 
by the Most Noble the Mai·quis Wellesley, 
that great Patron of useful learning. To give 
the Christian Scriptures to the inhabitants of 
Asia, is indeed a work which every man who 
believes these Scriptmes to be from God, will 
approve. In Hindoostan alone, there is a great 
variety of relig·ions ; and there are some tribes 
which have no certain cast or religion at all. 
To render the revealed religion accessible to men 
who desire it; to open its eternal sanctions and 
display its pure morals to those who seek a 
religion, is to fulfil the sacred duty of a Chris­
tian people ; and accords well with the humane 
and generous spirit of the English nation." 

The statements contained in this printed docu­
ment were considered of importance, not only 
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as they publicly developed a plan for Oriental 
translations ; but also because they recognized 
the fact of deriving aid and patronage from the 
Colleg;e of Fort William, and announced the 
formation and the friendship of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, as furnishing material 
encouragement to the proposed undertaking. 

It may not be out of place to observe, that the 
printed document thus transmitted by Dr. Bu­
chanan, " was composed by himself, partly 
from materials furnished by the Missiona1ies."• 
Copies were dispatched to almost the whole of 
the principal ci\·il officer;;, and to many of the 
military officers in the Honorable Company·s 
Service, throughout Hindoostan, from Delhi to 
Travancore: and Dr. Buchanan obtained per­
mission, at the same time, to send the " Pro­
posals·• in his official character, as the Vice­
Prornst of the College, free of expense; which 
he did, accompanying them in most instances 
with a letter. The design received encourage­
ment from every quarter : a sum of HiO0l. was 
soon raised for tran:slations, to which the late 
Hev. David Brown contributed 250[. i• These cir­
cumstances, so houorable to Dr. Buchanan, were 
not made vuhlicly known till the year Hll:J ; and 
they arc mentioned in co1mPction with his com­
munication of l80u, to show, that neithei· on 

• Sec Apology for Christianity in India, p. 67. 
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the part of Dr. Buchanan, nor of the Briti>"h 
and Foreign Bible Society, did there exist any 
disposition to supersede the Serampore Mis­
sionaries; and to confirm what has appeared 
from the admission of the latter, that the Mis­
sionaries were indebted for not a little of their 
success to the countenance and good offices 
of both. 

The proposition for a sermon, which formed 
the other part of Dr. Buchanan's communi­
cation, was at first acceded to ; and the author 
of this History was requested to become the 
preacher. It was, however, upon re-considera­
tion, unanimously agreed, that, as the mea­
l§ure did not fall strictly within the professed 
object of the Society, and might open a door 
to practical irregularities, it would not be ex­
pedient to sanction its adoption. The generoui,: 
offer of Dr. Buchanan was, in consequence of 
this decision, respectfully declined. 

To what has been advanced on the subject 
of India, it may be added, that shortly before 
the close of the third year, a still more express 
and encouraging communication was received 
from C.alcutta. The particulars conveyed through 
it will be hereafter considered. It may be suf­
ficient, therefore, for the present, to say, that the 
tenor of it was deemed so satisfactory as to 
justify the contribution of still further assistance ; 
and a second grant of 1,0001. was accordingly 
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voted, on the terms and for the pmpo,-f's ;;pP<'i­
fied in the record of the first. 

With this solicitudf' for the encom·agement 
of Oriental translations abroad, was connected a 
not less anxious concern for attempting something 
of a similar description, through the means which 
offered themsehes at home. The Arabic pre­
sented a medium through which the light of 
divine revelation might be widely diffi1sed among 
the inhabitants of Africa and the East; and a 
resolution was formed to take the propriety and 
practicability of printing some portion at least of 
the Scriptures in that language, into immediate 
and serious consideration. 

It is clue to the memory of Bishop Porteus to 
observe, that the design originated in a proposition, 
made by the author at the Bishop's express 
recommendation. The proceedings adopted in 
pnrsnit of the object were stimulated by his 
Lordship's earnest appeals, in his own name, and 
that of his friend, the Bishop of Durham, 011 

hehalf of " Heathen and Mahomedan nations."' 
" It is a measure·• (,:ays the Bishop*) " which 
both myself and the Bishop of Durham (with 
whom I have lately corresponderl on the subject) 
have excei,din;dy at heart, and we are anxious 
that it should bi> i>ntered upon without delay. 
It would, I am confident, do great credit to the 

* lu a private letter from Sundridgc, dated Septe111ber '20, 
1806. 
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Society, and might be of infinite service in sowing 
the seeds of Christianity over the whole continent 
of Africa." 

The cordiality with which his Lordship's re­
commendation was received, and the alacrity 
manifested in the arrangements for ascertaining 
the best mode of giving it effect, appear (from a 
subsequent letter,)* to have afforded the Bishop 
,,ery high satisfaction, and to have warmed his 
bosom with a prospect which the course of 
events encourages us to hope, will, in due time, 
be literally realized. " Heathen and Mahomedan 
nations" ( exclaims the Bishop, striking again his 
favorite chord) " ought certainly to be our first 
and principal object ; and I cannot help flattering 
myself with the hope, that, by the exertions of 
the Bengal Society iu the East,'" (meaning the 
Corresponding Committee,) " and those of the 
Bible Society in the West, the seeds of the Chris­
tian religion will, in less than half a century, be 
sown in every unenlightened country throughout 
the world-a consummation most devoutly to be 
wished." 

So multifarious and important were the occu­
pations and engagements of the Society, when 
the approach of the third Anniversary admonished 
the Committee to prepare for another appearance 
before their constituents, and, through them, before 

• Oet. 11, 1806. 
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the whole Christian community. The extension 
of the Socif'ty's co1111ections on the continent of 
Europe; the actual attainment of some important 
objects, and the reasonable anticipation of others; 
the steady support of its mimial, and the .en­
couraging liberality of its occasional" contri­
buto1·s; and above all, the apprO\ed excellence 
of the cause itself, the evidence of the g-ood which 
it had done, and the prospect of that which, in 
its advancement to maturity, it might justly be 
expected to accomplish :-these, and kindred 
topics, furnished materials for another luminous 
report, to that distiu!!,11ished individual, who, 
though debilitated by sickness, and more than 
usually occupied at this crisis by domestic avo­
cations, would not refuse to employ his pen ag·ain 
in the service of a Society which his Lordship 
declared he " conscientiously believed to be no 
less useful than zealous and acti,·e." 

The Anniversary day at length arrived : the 
chamher was crouded with guests, and the festival 
was celebrated in a manner becoming the sacred 
and benernlent object to which it was dedicated. 
The .i\ oble President recounted, from the chair, 

• The late Countess of Bath had presente,I the Institution 
'l\·ith a donation of 1,000{. For this munificent addition to its 
funds, the Society was particularly indebted lo the zealous 
intervention of Christopher Sundius, Esq.; and the Commillee 
testified their sense of that gentleman's sen-ices on this, an<l 
on other occasions, by appointing I.Jim an honorary life gover­
nor of the Institution. 
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the gTeat things which God had wrought through 
the ministry of the Society ; and eucoumged the 
members, while rejoicing iu these, to attempt and 
anticipate the achievement of still greater. 

A severe indisposition prevented the Rev. Mr. 
Steinkopff from taking a share in the proceedings 
of the day. A letter dispatched from his sick­
chamber, compensated, in some measure, for the 
loss of those accents, which, as the organ of 
foreign gratitude, were always listened to with 
affectionate admiration. After expressing his 
acknowledgments, in the name of his country­
men, for what had been done for the Bible So­
cieties in Germany, and enume1·ating certain facts 
illustrative of the progress of the British and 
Foreign Bible Socitty, Mr. Steinkopff thus pro­
ceeds: 

" Are not these important foreign operations ? 
Is there not abundant cause to congratulate the 
Society 011 the success already obtained? And 
may we not reasonably anticipate a still more 
g-Jorions aud triumphant progress of the word of 
God iu all di1·ections? Permit me to add, that I 
feel myself so great a debtor to the Society, and 
to the British public at large, for their handing 
out so richly, not only the bread that pe1·isheth 
for the relief of my distressed German country­
men, but likewise the heavenly manna, that I 
feel myself called upon, in the most forcible 
manner, not only to wish them in return the 
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ridwst bll'ssing·s of hea\'ell, but also to exert the 
.;mall slian• of talent that Goel has gi11•11 me, for 
tlw promotion of tlll' noble pmpose of the So­
ciPty; and esteem it my glory allll happiness to 
rC'nder it en·ry scnice in my power. Finally; 
may that God rn1dcr whose suprC'mc direction, 
I trust, this Society has been establishPtl, and its 
labors evidently ownC'd and hlcsscd, crown all its 
further operations with a rich measure of His 
divine wisdom, energy, and success: so that His 
word may run and be glorified, to the praise of 
His excellent name, and the salvation of many 
immortal souls." 

A temporary gloom, thrown over the ai-semhl,­
by the absence of the Bishop of Dmham, was 
happily removed by the unexpected appearance 
of another Episcopal Patron, the Bishop of 
Exeter, (now Salisbury,) whose countenance, at 
that time new to the members of the Society, 
has since been rendered familiar, by thP re­
gularity of his Lordship's atte1ula11cc at the 
Anniversary Meetings. 

Thus consentaneously did the Members of the 
British and :Foreign Bible Society rally, fo1· the 
third time, rnund the standard of the Institution. 
Renewing their pledges of nmtual co-operation, 
and gathering e11co11rageme11t for the future from 
a reflection upon the past, they seemed to breathe 
one co1umon resolutiou ; of which the following· 
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lang·nage might perhaps have served as no unfit 
interpretation. 

" If it has pleased Divine Prnvidence, that 
Great Britain should be the almoner of His bounty 
to a needy world; if it is His will that she should 
hold up the torch of revelation to the bewildered 
nations, and guide their feet to truth and happi­
ness ; it must be ours to obey this high dispen­
sation, to rise with the rising exigences of our 
condition, and to prnportion our zeal and our 
exertions to the vast sphere of duty in which it is 
om privilege to be employed. Let us then pro­
secute those measures on which we have entered, 
with increasing alacrity and steadfastness:. let us 
co-operate with each other in upholding that 
Institution which projects the universal melio­
ration of the world : nor let us ever desist from 
our labor, or relax in our diligence, till, through 
its instrumentality, the Bible shall have accom­
plished its office, and sealed its triumph, in the 
union of Christians, and the happiness of man­
kind."* 

* Speech of the author at the formation of the Keutish 
Auxiliary Bililc Society. 
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CHAPTER,·. 

1807-8. 

TttE facts and observations contained in the 
Third Report, as recited by the President at the 
Anniversary Meeting, appeared to the Bishop 
of Exeter to carry so much conviction in favor 
of the Society, that, with a laudable anxiety to 
communicate to others an impression similar to 
that which he had himself received, his Lordship, 
upon retiring from the assembly, requested to be 
furnished with a number of copies, as soon a111 
tlu·y should be ready for delivery from the press. 
This request was complied with; and the Bishop 
availed himself of the opportunity afforded by a 
Visitation which he performed, as the represen­
tative of the Bishop of London, at that time 
indisposed, to circulate the RPport, through the 
hands of the Officiating Chaplain, the Rev. Mr. 
Potchett,* among the clergy who attended on that 
public occasion. With what effect thii,; distribu­
tion wlls followed, it would not be easy to deter-

' ISow Hector of Fair.lead, E.s.e,; •L 11,at limt Dowe•li" 
Chaplain to Bi1hOj1 Porte111•. 
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mine. The probability is, that it contributed 
materially to promote the Society's interests. Had 
it failed in producing any other benefit, it would 
have been highly advantageous, as evincing the 
:sincerity of the Bishop's attachment to the Insti­
tution, and giving a solemn contradiction to the 
charge of its incompatibility with a strict regard 
to the interest and the honor of the Established 
Church. 

The termination of the Society's third year had 
been enlivened by a communication from Cal­
cutta* expressly directed to the object fo1· which 
a Conesponding Committee had been proposed 
in that place. The writer was the Rev. D. 
Brown, Senior Chaplain at Fort William, to whom 
the proposition for a Corresponding Committee 
had been originally dit-ected, and in whom the 
reader may recognize the future Secretary, both 
of that Committee, and of the Calcutta Auxiliary 
Bible Society. 

The communication from this zealous agent 
was dated September 13, 1806, and it was valu­
able not more on account of its favorable repre­
sentation of the state of Oriental translations, than 
of its concun·ence with the letter of Dr. Buchanan, 
and the printed proposals from Serampore, in. 
evincing the impression made at Calcutta, by the 
British and :Foreign Bible Society, and the good 

" Chap. ii. p. 280. 
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effect of the encouragement whi('h it held out, on 
the spirits anrl the la hors ol' the tr:111,alator:-. " I 
believe·• (><ays Mr. Brown) " no plan for the 
difli1sio11 of trne rclig-ion wa,; e\'(•r formed, from 
the lwginning of the world, that r~mhracecl ;-o wide 
a scope, or met with such g·cucral approh.1tio11." 

A regular intercourse now co111111e11eed hetween 
the conductors of the British alHI ForPig-11 Dible 
Society, and the leading friends of Christianity in 
the heart of British India; and it appPan·d to 
the former in a hig·h degree• desirnhle to take all 
practicable steps in order to cherish and improve 
the connection. With this ,;iew, thP sPrond grant 
of 1,000/. was made on the 4th of ,'\lay, 11307, as 
has been before obsened; and 011 the 15th of 
June, it was further determined to "en!l 500 
English Bibles and 1,000 Testaments, from the 
London Depository, and 2r,o GPnna11 Bihlf•s, mul 
{100 Testaments, from ti](' l11stit11tio11 at Halle, 
for the use of the army and mny, a;ul other poor 
Europeans in India. The former wc·n· dispatchPd 
to the Rev. D. Brown, ,1s the organ of tlw pre­
,;;umed Correspo1Hling Committee ; the latter to 
the German MissionariPs, whererer thl'y mig:ht he 
litationed: aud the copies wt•re diref'ted lo l,e 
.disposed of; either hy sale or g:rat11ito11s llistrilm­
tion, at the discretion of the parties to whom they 
were respectively consigned. 

This measure, which ori~inakd in the 
taneous attention of the Society to the 
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tual improvement of India, was afterward~ 
prornd to have been peculiarly seasonable, and 
to have furnished in some instances the means 
of supplying those wants, which, but for such 
assistance, must have remained altogether with­
out remedy or relief. This was particularly the 
case in respect to the English Scriptures trans­
mitted to Calcutta. They were described, in 
a letter from Mr. Brown, dated April 28, 1808, 
(which it may not be improper he1·e to antici­
pate,) as constituting " a most needful supply." 
Several Chaplains had expended large sums 
from their private incomes to meet the exigences 
of the people under theii· care. " The Bible!! 
and Testaments" ( continues this correspondent) 
" will be distributed among them ; and as the 
people are willing to pay a moderate price, the 
sums received shall be accounted for to the 
Society." To this statement, Mr. Brown, in the 
fulness of his heart, annexes the following ani­
mated prayer for the success of the Institution. 
" May that God whose word you honor, and 
who has put it into your hearts to send it forth 
into all lands, bless and prosper your Society, 
and make it the joy of the whole earth !' 

It 1nust not, however, be dissembled, that, with 
the pleasing and auspicious intelligence respecting 
the progress of the Society's cause in India, was 
rniugled information of a very painful and di:s 
couraging nature. As the communication wa,; 
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altogether contidential, and i he p:>rticulars were 
of a <lei-cription to inrnln• thP character of the 
B1·itish GO\·cmment in Bengal, their publication 
was suppre><se<l. Tllf' :mprove111ent which has taken 
place in the Hy,<t<·m of Oriental Administration, 
renders such rPsene no longer necessary ; and 
as the Reporter is placed beyond the reach of 
injury, or of censure, the author will extract so 
mnch from his communication as may be suf­
ficient to acquaint the reader with this critical 
portion of the Society's History. 

In the letter of the Rev. D. Brown, dated 
September 13, 180(-i, a part of which, as furnish­
ing very satisfactory intelligence, was laid before 
the public, an explicit account was given of the 
causes of that delay which had prevented the 
formation of the Corresponding Committee, and 
the adoption of a systematical plan for translating 
and printing the Sacred Scriptnres. The sub­
stance of this account will be fonnil in the follow­
ing extract : 

" You will justly wonder why we have heen so 
slow in replying to your letter, imiting us to co­
operate with you. I anr;wer in one word. We 
have lost Lord Wellesley, the friend of religion, 
and the patron of learning; and succeeding 
governors haYc opposed all attempts to evangelize 
the Hindoos; have opposed the translation of the 
Holy Scriptures; have opposed the formation of 
a 8ociety for carrying· iuto effect, here, the objects 
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official situations were requested not to act, ex­
cept in their private capacity. We have, therefore, 
been obliged to commit the work, for the present, 
to the Society of Missionaries at Serampore, and 
afford them such aid and protection as we can 
give without offending Government." 

The tidings contained in this stat€ment, the 
fidelity of which has since been estahlished by 
the late Dr. Buchanan, in his Apology for Chris­
tianity in India, filled the hearts of those to whom 
they were, in confidence, communicated, with un­
feigned sorrow and dejection. They could not 
look upon this dark cloud which intercepted their 
pl"Ospects of usefulness in the East, without dis­
may; and, though determined to ()€!"Severe, they 
were almost tempted to despair of seeing the 
cause of the British and l~oreign Bible Society 
espoused by the public Authorities in India. 
Nothing remained to imppmt their resolution 
under this depressing intelligence, bnt the testi­
mony of that appl"Obation with which the plan of 
the Society had Leen generally received, and the 
exercise of that faith in the promised universality 
of Christian trnth, which to every believing mind 
gives the substance of things hoped for, and 
the evidence of things not seen. 

The lively interest which Bishop Porteus took 
in a!l the vici,-situdes of the Institution, appeared 
to require that he should not remain uninformed 
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of the opposition which was made to its progress 
in that quarter from which he had been led to 
entertai11 such sang-uiuc exµectatious. In this 
opinion Mr. Brown, to whom his Lordship's 
character, and particularly his solicitude for the 
propag-ation of Chri,-tiauity in thf' East, were 
thoroughly known, perfectly coincided. Under 
these circumstances;, the author considered it hi& 
duty to lay the whoh~ correspondence before the 
Bishop; and the following communication from 
his .Lordship will show what were hi1,1 sentiment& 
and feelings on this trying occm,ion. 

" I am extreuwly concerned to sec the hostility 
of the lleug-al Governme11t, both to the trans­
lation and dispersion of the 8acred Scriptures iu 
the Oriental languages, aud to the exertiQns of the 
Bible Society in foreign countries. }<rom what 
cause does this sudden change arise? \Vhatever 
he the cause, I hope Lord Teignmonth and Mr. 
Grnut, who arc now both in office iu the Indian 
Department, and han~ cou,:ideraule influence with 
the India Directors, the Board of Controul, and 
the Beugal GoYcrnment, will exert themselves 
!>peedily and vigorously to remove that cause, 
and the ~!'Os" rni,-;representatious which must have 
operated on the miuds of the ~merni11;2." powers 
in Ben~al; mu! P1Hleavo111· to re11der them, as 
l'!Oon as possihlP, frit>111lly and farnmule to the 
Oriental and tlw Hriti,-h IJiblc Societies : as I 
think the future couversiou aud salv:r.tion. of the 
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natives of that vast continent do in a great degree 
depencl on the successful progress of those two 
Societies." 

The author has thus exhihited a compen­
dious statement of the real causes which de­
feated, for a season, the accomplishment of the 
Society's favorite design in .British India-the 
incorporation of Christians throug·hout the Penin­
sula in one common scheme for diffusing the 
light of Holy Scripture among the inhabitants of 
the East. This explanation was due to the 
character of the Society. It will account to the 
reader for the limited and dubious nature of its 
operations in that qua1-te1· during the early years 
of its existence ; prepare him for better under­
standing the true ground of that conflict in which 
he is ere long to find it involved; and enable him 
to discern with more exactness the track by 
which it was conducted, through discouragement 
and opposition, to friumph and success. 

Among the plans connected with foreign parts, 
which were resumed hy the Committee, upon the 
renovation of their functions, after the third anni­
versary, may be enumerated, as deserving parti­
cular attention, those which regarded the printing 
of the Scriptures in the Calmuc, the Tartar, the 
Arabic, and the Icelandic languages. 

Certain queries addressed by the Rev. Mr. 
Steinkoptf to the • Head of the Moravian Mission 
at Sarepta, together with a letter from the author 
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to the Head of the Scotch Mission at Karass, 
succeeded in eliciting information upon the num­
ber, langnage, and general hahits of the Calmucs, 
which threw considerable light 011 the first of 
those objects, and assisted materially the con­
ductors of the Society in forming their jndgrnmt 
upon the importance and the practicauility of its 
attainment. 

:From the intelligence thm; supplied, it appeared 
that the number of Calmucs in the Steppe, viz. 
from Sarepta to the Caucasus, amounted to 
nearly 20,000 souls. These were Pagans: beside 
which, in a separate district upon the Lauks of 
the \Volga, were, baptized Calmuc!', who, for 
more than 100 years, in consequence of the labors 
of the Russian Clergy, had professed Christianity, 
and had regular church-service according to the 
rites of the National Church. The mode of life 
adopted by the Calmucs, was represented to he 
vagrant and nomadic ; and their customs and 
manners, both in temporal ancl spiritual affairs, 
with scarcely any alteration, such as they had 
been 1000 years ago. All their clergy, and the 
higher orders of the community, were able to read 
and write; but no great encouragement could be 
offered to hope that they would read the Bible. 
Little effect had yet Leen produced by the 
missionary labors of the l\'lora,ian Brethren a111011g 
the Calmucs. 1\ few had gh·en a cold assent 
to the doctrine of the Gospel ; !mt most of them, 
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especially their clerg·y, who form a particular 
body, were found to reject, or even deride, this 
doctrine, as an innovation prejudicial to their 
system. Some detached portions both of the Old 
ancl the New Testament had been translated hy 
persons, "·ho, without possessing· the atlvautages 
" of a literary education, had a good understand­
ing of the sewse of the Scriptures, folt au impulse 
of the heart to the task, and had already ac­
quired a pretty complete knowledge of the Calmuc 
language.'' No pa.rt, however, of the trarn,lations 
hitherto made, had been printed, as there was 
no printing preo1s at 8arepta, or indeed iu the 
whole country : but if types were furnished from 
England, or from St. Petersburg, the work 
might be executed correctly at the latter place. 
To these particulars it should be added, that 
the numher of Calmuc characters, written speci­
mens of which were transmitted, amounted to 
one hundred and fifty-two. 

Such was the substance of the information 
derived from these respectable sources; and 
although the general effect of it was calculated 
rather to discourage, than to invite, exertion, yet the 
object was considered of too great moment to be 
hastily relinquished : it was therefore determined 
to pmsuc it. A sum of money was accordingly 
granted for the purchase of a set of types at 
St. Petershurg; (it Leing understood that they 
could he procured in that capital, at a moderate 
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pricf' :') anrl this grant was accompanied with a 
stron::r n•co111111f'1Hlation to the translators, to 
procc•·d i11 tht-ir lahor:,, and to expect, as they 
adn111r·0d, a proportionate df'g:ree of aid and 
encoura~;ement. 

\\"hat has hen· hcen ,-tated, describes tllf' Imm­
hie co111111enceme11t of a work whid1 ha,, ,-i11ce 
acrjliirecl a H•ry interesting- l'haracter, and pro­
rni,-es e,entually to ra11k with the rno,;t creditable 
and important of the Society·,., productions. 
Sub.~eqnent i11forurntion e,incecl, that the split-re 
to "hich lhis ol,jPct relatnl, is of suqll'ising 
extc>nt; m1rl mm1ei·o11;.; particulars of a 1ery iuter­
esting- nature ham been added to those which 
fir,.:t determined th"" concluctor;.; of the Society 
to the adoption of the measme. Amoni!,' other 
thiu;:-s, it has been ascertained, that the Cnlmucs 
in the Steppe, instead of being·, as br·fore com­
puted, 20,000 ;.;ouls, con,:i,at of at lea,.:t 20,000 

te11t,-, a111I or a l'Opulation excee<lin~- 00,000 souls. 
Beside these, it is estimated that there are 10,000 

without the,-e limib, 1d10 hare emhracnl Chris­
tim1ity. The Calmucs are represented ns con­
stitntini:- only one rliYision of the i\Iouii:r,I,:; who 
ar<' rlistrilJ11ted i11to tlw 1llo11gols prop<'r, the 
B111gats, a11rl the Cal11111cs. The la11g11age of 
the last is a rlialcct of thP i\loni!,'olian : but the 
written lani!,'na~c j,- IIParly the same i11 all. Add 
to which, that <i.i,000 families, speakin2: the 
Calmuc language, migrated from Russia in 1771, 
and now liYe under the protection of China. 

297 

PART I. 
CHAP. 

v. 

1807-8. 



298 

PART I. 
CHAP, 

v. __,,_, 
1807-8. 

HISTORY OF THE BRITISH 

In this view of the subject, a translation of the 
Scriptures into the Calmuc dialect, though at­
tended with many obstacles, both as to its accom­
plishment, and its distribution, was justly regarded 
as an object of great importance.* 

On the version encouraged by the Society 
there will be occasion to speak more particularly 
hereafter. It may be proper, however, to add 
to what has been stated, that the obstacles re­
ferred to were progressively removed : and that 
there appeared at length a strong probability, that 
the translation would be faithfully executed; and, 
when completed, would circulate among a popu­
lation, extending from the banks of the W olga 
to the regions of Thibet and China. 

The preparation of types for the Tartar New 
Testament was diligently followed up by the 
Rev. Dr. Adam Clarke, to whose leamed and 
judicious superintendance this concern had been 
implicitly confided. A scale of types constructed 

• The language in which Mr. Hiemer expresses himself, 
upon hearing (which he did " with much interest") of the 
resolution in regard to the Calmuc translation, may be con-
1idrred as describing pretty accurately the views of the 
London Committee iu reference lo this undertaking. 

" Great as the obstacles are to the propagation of the 
Gospel among this heathenish tribe, yet I think attempts made 
in reliance on the command and promise of the Lord, for the 
extension of llis king,lom, will never remain 11uite without a 
blessing; and, rvnt sl,ould they not s,1cceeed, a double blessing 
will :0•11,, n on these who make the attempt from love to their 
Di,ine i\laster." 
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by himself, and exrcuted "ith singular beauty, 
was submitted to the con,;idcrntion of the Com­
mittee; and a fount was cast agreeably to the 
model recommended hy Ur. Clarke, and sanc­
tiouccl by the approbation of the President and 
other competmt judµ;es of Oriental literatme. 
The type~, thus produced, together with paper 
and ink for r,,ooo copies, were dispatched early 
in this year; and though conveyed through the 
seat of war, anirnd, without experiencing either 
injury 01· delay, at the place of their destination. 

A thi1·d ohject of attention was the con­
sideration of printing and publishing the Scrip­
tures in the Arabic lang·uage. This business, 
which had been commenced in the preceding 
year, was, in this, resumed and prosecuted, with 
a degree of earnest and careful investigation, 
becoming the importance of the undertaking, and 
the many difficulties of a literary nature in which 
the execution of it was involved. In order to 
explain the course which was pursued, and the 
measures in which it terminated, it will be neces­
sary to advert to the steps taken by the late 
Professor Carlyle, with a ,iew to the attainment 
of a similar object. 

In the year 1803, the Hev. J. n. Carlyle, B. D. 
Chancellor of the Diocese of Carlisle, and Pro­
fessor of Arabic in the University of Cambridge, 
desirous of exciting the public attention to the 
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dispersion of the Scriptures in the Arabic lan~ 
g·nag·e, issued a prospectus of a plan for printing 
by subscription an eclitiou of the Arabic Bible, 
unclu· the patronage of the Lord Bishop of 
Durham ; urging, in its recommendation, a variety 
of encouraging circumstances, ancl particularly 
the prevalence of the Arabic language in Africa; 
ancl both the qualification and the fondness uf the 
Africans for reading Arabic books, as attested 
by the Sierra Leone Company, the celebrated 
Mungo Park, Browne, and other respectable 
authorities. 

The following extracts from the Professor's 
Prospectus, will show the general grouuds on 
which he recommeudecl the undertaking, and the 
zeal and disinterestedness with which he engaged 
to superintend its execution. 

" Mr. Park thinks that, in the western part 
of the Continent, the knowleclg·e of Arabic 
reaches to the 11th or even 10th degree of North 
latitude. He agrees with several of the travel­
lers from Sierra Leone, in representing the neg-ro• 
inhabitants as ha,·iu~ arrirecl at a very consider­
able degree of civilization. They can almost all 
read and write the Arabic language, in which 
they are regularly instructed ; the poorer sort, by 
public masters at village schools, the richer,· by 
private tutors at their parents' houser,;. The 
native under whose hospitaWe roof he resided 
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for sevel'al months, maintained a master to teach 
Arahic to his own childr<>n, and permitted sixteen 
others, the children of his poorer neighbours, 
to learn at the same time. 

" According to Mr. Park, the negroes are 
proud of their literature, and seldom travel 
without a book slung by their side. Amongst 
their books he has perceived the Pentateuch, 
the Book of Psalms, and the Prophet Jsaiah. 
All of these they prize ,,ery highly; and such is 
the general eagerness to obtain them, that he 
belie\'es no articles would be more saleable in 
Africa than copies of the Scriptures in Arabic. 
He has seen a copy of the Pentateuch alone, 
sold at the price of one prime slave, i.e. about 
20 guineas.• 

• The following is one among the passages to which the 
Professor alludes. - " On interrogating the schoolmaster ot 
Kamalia, I discovered that the Negroes are in possession 
(among other MSS.) of an Arabic ,·ersion of the Pentateuch of 
Moses, which they call Taureta lt1 /lloosa. This is so highly 
esteemed, that it is often sold for the value of one prime slave. 
They have likewise a version of the Psalms of David; (Zabora 
Da,•idi ;) and lastly, the book of Isaiah, which they call 
Li11geeli la Isa, 11ml it is in very high esteem. 

" B\' these means manv of the Ne~roes that are converted 
from be.in::: Kafirs (Pagan;) to the n,Jigion of ~lahomed, have 
acquire,! an acquaintance with some of the remarkable events 
recorded in the Oltl Te,tament-the account of our first 
Parents; the Death of Ahcl; the Deluge; the Lives of Ahra­
ham, Isaac, and Jacob; the Story of Jo.seph ancl his Brethren; 
the Historl of l\lo,es, David, Solomon, <'l"c. All lhrse hal'e 
been related to me, in the /llamlin1ao language, with tolerable 
naclne•• by different people: aud wy •urpri•e wa• not greater, 
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" Their MSS. however, were not elegantly 
written ; and they greatly preferred the printed 
characters which he shewed them in Richardson's 
Grammar, to any writing of their own. Thig 
grammar many of them were extremely solicitous 
to purchase, and he was offered for it above 
three pounds sterling: he was at last obliged 
to leave the book behind him, as too valuable 
a treasure to be taken out of the country. 

" Such is the present situation of the most 
populous part of Africa. The inhabitants have 
acquired some knowledge of Scripture-they 
seem desirous of acquiring more; and smely 
it is a consideration well worthy attention, that 
the religious knowledge already imparted has 
been owing, not to Christian, but to Mahomedan 
exertions. The light, however, which they have 

on hearing these accounts from the lips of the Negroes, than 
theirs was on finding that I was already acquainted with them. 
For, although the Negroes in general have a very great idea of 
the wealth and power of the Europeans, I am afraid that the 
l\fahomedan converts among them, think but ,•ery lightly of our 
religious knowledge. The white traders, in the maritime dis­
tricts, take no pains to counteract this unhappy prejudice. To 
me, therefore, it was not so much the subject of wonder as of 
regret, to observe, that, while the superstition of l\Iahomed ha• 
in this manner scattered a few beams of learning among these 
poor people, the precious light of Christianity is altogether 
withheld. I could not but lament, that, although the coast of 
Africa has now heen known and frequented by the Europeans 
for more than 200 years, yet the Negroes still remain entire 
strangers to the doctrines of our holy religion." 

Ti·uvel, in 1799. 
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kindled, we may cherish and increase: the 
Korau, we see, has led on to the reception of 
the historical pa1ts of Scripture, with which, 
indeed, it is in various places intimately con­
nected. The historical hooks have introduced 
some of the most essential of the prophetic-Why 
then should we despair, that these, when united 
in the same volume with the Gospel, referring 
to the same objects as it does, interwoven with 
every part of its texture, may not be a means 
of inducing the Africans to consider the founda,. 
tion of Christianity, and to emb1·ace it~ doc­
trines?" 

" The work," (adds the Professor,) "it is con­
ceived, can scarcely be completed in less than 
a year and a halt; or two years; but such is the 
high seuse the writer entertains of the benefits 
likely to result from it, that he will gladly allot 
to it whatever time anrl labor it may require. 
At the same time, he wishes it to be explicitly 
understood, that he has no view whatever to 
personal emolument; and he suggests it as the 
most satisfactory mode of conducting the busi­
ne,-s, that a Committee be appointed, to which 
he should he at liberty to state the accounts, and 
which should finally settle the price necessary 
to be put upon the work, in order to reimburse 
the actual expenditme." 

The unexpected death of Professor Carlyle, 
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while engaged in preparing the copy for the 
press, and some difficulties arising out of the 
contract for the types, occasioned a considerable 
embarrassment, and put a stop, for a period, to 
the projected undertaking. 

It was during this interval that the .British 
and FoI"eign Bible Society conceived the desig·n," 
of promoting a correct and acceptable impression 
of the Arabic Scriptures. The subject un<ler­
went very serious an<l repeated examination ; 
and an extended correspondence was carried on 
with the Bishops of London and Durham, the 
Professor:, of Arabic in both our Uni,·ersities, 
and other peI"sons of competent information, 
with a view to the ascertainment of a standard 
text, and such other point!! as required to be 
accurately known previously to a formal and 
conclusive determination. 

In the course of this inquiry, the Committee 
derived wry material assistance both from the 
Rev. Mr. Usko, and the Rev. Dr. Adam Clarke.t 
These Gentlemen severally deliYered their re­
spective opinions on the quality of the existing 

• Chap. iii. p. 281. 
t Among those who offered to co-operate in producing a 

new edition of the Arabic Bible, was the Rev. George Renouard, 
Fellow of Sidney College, Caml,ridge, successively Chaplain 
at Constantinople, and at Smyrna. This Gentleman nry 
kindly tendered his services to correct the press, if it were 
deter1Rined that the edition ihould be printed at Cambridge. 
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versions, the peculiarities of Oriental typography, 
and other matters of learned detail. Each re­
garded the text of the Polyglott as requiring 
correction : and both agreed in the absolute ex­
pediency of printing the Scriptures in the Arabic 
language : as " the very great importance of an 
Arabic Bible" (said Mr. Usko) " must strike 
every unprejudiced mind; considering that the 
Arabic language is one of the most extensivil 
that exists perhaps on the surface of our globe." 
Dr. Clarke expressed himself to the same effect, 
with great earnestness and decision, at the close 
of one of his communications to the President 
of the Society. 

" A pure edition of the Arabic Scriptures is still 
a desideratum in Biblical literature. The time, 
I hope, is at hand, in which it shall cease to be 
so. Under the auspices and direction of your 
Lordship, and the British and l'oreign Bible 
Society, I am led confidently to expect an 
edition of the Arabic Bible, which shall be 
worthy of the subject, a credit to yom Lordship 
and the Society, and an honor to the British 
Nation." 

The caution with which the conductors of 
the Society felt it their duty to proceed, in a. 
case wherein so little appeared to have been 
correctly done, and such a dirersity of opinions 
continued to prevail on the beiit mode of doing 
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any thing, protracted the investigation till the 
obstacles which impeded the late Professor 
Carlyle's undertaking had been completely re­
moved, and that work was announced as in 
train for immediate execution. The Committee 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, finding 
their own plans altogether immature, and un­
willing to sacrifice any further to delay, deter­
mined to subscribe for 300 copies, as a tempo­
rary expedient, and accompanied that deter­
mination with an express resolution to defer 
printing an edition on their own account, till 
by an extension of their inquiries they should 
have obtained more exact and satisfactory infor­
mation. 

It has since appeared, that the hesitation of tht­
Committee to embark in an impression, with 
the limited and insufficient materials which they 
at that time possessed, was not greater than the 
occasion demanded. The text of the Polyglott, 
adopted in Professor Carlyle's edition, which 
(as it has appeared) both Mr. Usko and Dr. A. 
Clarke had pronounced to be incorrect, ha1t 
been declared by the late learned, pious, and 
enterprizing Martyn, to be defective in printing 
and elegance : and the new Arabic version of 
Sabat, by which it is to be superseded in India, 
promises, upon the same high authority, corro­
borated by many other teiltimonieil, to supply, 
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most effoctnally, this great desideratum m Bibli­
cal literature.* 

"7hile, however, so much is said in depre­
ciation of the currPnt text, it onght, in justice, 
to be observed, that the strictures are founded 
chiefly npon R critical reference to the language 
as vernacular in Arabia; and do not invalidate 
the claims of that text to respect, as, upon the 
whole, a faithful vehicle of the divine word, and 

• In a letter of the Rf\•. H. Martyn's, from Shiraz, dated 
June 4, 1811, there is the following passage: 

" Of the Arabic version of the Polyglott, lhe late Professor 
Carlyle, in his cop)" of proposals for printing a new edition 
of it, speaks in the highest terms, and observes, that it was 
used both bv Jews and Christians as a faithful and elegant 
representatio~ of their respective books of faith. But even 
supposing that bolh Jews and Christians are satisfied with the 
translation, no one who has had an opportunity of observing 
the degrar!ed state of lhese people in the East, would admit 
them as competent judges of the Aral,ic, The Professor 
has adduced, in farnr of the version in question, the opinions 
of Erpenius, Gabriel Sionita, and Pocock, names of high 
consideration in Arabic learning, particularly the last, who, 
from his long residence al Aleppo and Constantinople, had 
great opportunities of judging. It is certain, however, that 
such of the Mahomedans as have seen this ,•ersion, think very 
differently of it." 

l\Jr. l\lartyn further slates, that he had shown lo a learned 
Arab at Bushire, Erpeuius's Arabic Testament, the Barllett'11 
Buildings' edition, Sabat's, and the Polygloll. " After r~ject­
ing all but Sabat's,'' (ob,erves Mr. Martyn,) "be said: ' Thia 
is good, .-cry good :' anti then read off the 5th chapter of 
St. Matthew in a fine style, giving it unqualified commc11da1io11 
as he we11t along." 
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an instrument of approved usefulness in the 
propagation of Christianity among Heathen na­
tions. 

Before dismissing this topic altogether, it 
may not be amiss to relate a circumstance, 
which, though considerably posterior in date, 
will be found to connect very properly with the 
decision of the Committee, as already recorded. 

Of the 300 copies of the Arabic Bible, ob­
tained through the medium of the above-men­
tioned subscription, twelve were put into circu­
lation by an occurrence which deserves to be 
particularly noticed. A missionary, in the ser­
vice of the Church Missionary Society, to whose 
care these copies had been assig·ned, was un­
fortunately wrecked on the coast of Africa. A 
portion of the cargo redeemed from the waves, 
was sold to the natives, and of it these Arabic 
Bibles formed a part. The missionary made 
every effort in his power to re-purchase them : 
but without success. As much as 8l. was offered 
for a copy, but refused : the Mahomedan native& 
persisting in their resolution not to part with 
them on any terms. 

This event, which took place in the Spring 
of 1813, is introduced in this place as affording 
a confirmation of the intelligence upon which 
the proceedings of the Committee in this instance 
were founded-that Arabic Bibles would obtain 
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a ready circulation among the Mahomedan 
natives of Africa. 

As the assistance of Dr. Adam Clarke, in the 
Arabic business, has been referred to, it appears 
proper to state, that, with the expression of their 
thanks for this and other emiuent services, which 
had cost him no ordinary sacrifice both of time 
and of labor, the Committee requested per­
mission to present the Doctor with ,501. : an 
offering which that learned and public-spirited 
individual respectfolly but peremptorily declined 
to accept. Gratuitous exertions in the cause of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, and re­
fusals to accept pecuniary returns have abounded 
so greatly in every period of its history, that it 
is not intended, nor would it indeed be practi­
cable, to specify the occasions on which they 
have been made. Dr. Clarke is, however, not 
to be classed with ordinary benefactors ; and 
the circumstance has been mentioned principally 
with a view of introducing his reply to the 
Committee's address--a document, which the 
author of this Hi~tory considers as too important 
to be sacrificed to the modesty of living merit. 

To Messrs. Reyner and 1'1ills. 

" Gentlemen, 

" With great respect and gratitude I return 
the Fifty Pounds which have been kindly i.ent 
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me by the Committee of the British and Foreig11 
Bible Society. To no principle whence my sel'­
vices proceeded, and to no feeling of my heart, 
can I reconcile the acceptance of the Society's 
bounty. What I have clone, was for the sake of 
God and his truth; and I feel myself gl'eatly 
honored in having a part in this blessed work, 
and only regret, that I have, pl'obably, but a 
short time to devote to so useful an employment. 
To have, in any measure, desen-ed the respectful 
attention with which my feeble services have been 
honored by the Committee, is a subject of suf­
ficient gratification to my mind, and brings with 
it the amplest remuneration. 

" God forbid that I should receive any part 
of the Society's funds: -let this money therefore 
return to its source ; and if it be the instrument 
of carrying but one additional Bible to any 
place or family, previously destitute of the words 
of eternal life, how much reason shall I have 
to thank God that it never became part of my 
property! 

" Have the goodness to assure the Committee 
of my perfect readiness, whether present or 
absent, to promote, as far as my time and abili­
ties may permit, the great objects of this most 
benevolent Association; which, like the Apoca­
lyptic angel, is flying through the midst of hea­
ven, having the everlasting Gospel to preach to 
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evel'y nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people. 

" I am, Gentlemen, 

" With best respects to the Committee, 

" Your very affectionate fellow-laborer, 

" In the Bl'itish and Foreign Bible Society, 

" A. CLARKE." 
Cit.I/ Road, June 20, 1807. 

It remains now to state what was done in 
furtherance of the last foreign object mentioned 
in the general enumeration-the printing of the 
Icelandic Scriptures. 

The reader' has been infol'med, that it was 
determined, on the 6th of October, 1806, to co­
opernte with the Danish Society in Fiihnen, by 
bearing the expense of 3,000 copies of the Ice­
landic Testament, in addition to 2,000 which 
that Society had engaged to print at Copenhagen, 
on its own account. Of this resolution a com­
munication was speedily made, both to the 
J~iilmen Society, and to Mr. Paterso11, who, 
1,y desire of that Society, had co11sented to 
charge himself with the executive conduct of the 
business. The work haviug beeu finished, and 
the copies bound, 1,500 were dispatched to 
diflerent parts of Iceland by the ships which 
sailed for that isla11d iu the Spriug· of 1807. 
The war hetweeu Eugfaud all(l Ue11mark pre­
,·ented the transmission of the reniainiug copies; 
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and the bombardment of Copenhagen, which 
followed shortly after, threatened them with 
seemiugly inevitable destruction. That destruc­
tion was, however, averted; and this inflammable 
treasure preserved in the midst of a conflagra­
tion which laid almost every thing around it 
in ashes. Two bombs are stated to have entered 
the house where the unbound copies were lying: 
and the warehouse which contained the 500 

bound copies, designed as a present to the 
Bishop of Iceland, was neal"ly burnt to the 
ground, tltat part only l,aving escaped tlte flame! 
in wlticlt tltese copies were deposited. 

In the mean time, the copies dispatched to Ice­
land reached in safety the places to which they 
had been consigned. The Fiihnen 8ociety, which 
had undertaken to transmit them, used the pre­
caution to have them so judiciously distributed, 
that the benefit imparted through them might be 
extended to various parts of the island. .From 
the disposition of the people, and the want to 
which they were reduced, it could uot but be 
regretted, that a larger number had not been 
dispatched before the commencement of hosti­
lities ; yet it was matter of consolation to be 
assured, on the authority before quoted, that 
from the prudent disposition of the supply already 
furnished, every poor family, attached to the divine 
word, in the vicinity of the places where the 
distribution wm; made, would be able to get 
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possession of a copy. What feeling mind, when 
reflecting on this most seasonable provision for a 
pious, hnt indigPnt, and almost forgotten portion 
of the Christian community, will not sympathize 
with the Fiihnen Society in the following· devout 
anrl henevolent prayer? " May our blessed Lord 
grant that this distribution of the divine word 
may be salutary to many, and that multitudes 
may be g·uided by this divine light, to life eternal!" 

The accPptauce with which the Testament was 
greeted by the inhabitants of Iceland, suggested 
the importance of taki11g a further step on behalf 
of these interesting people, and gratifying their 
eager desire for the word of God, by giving them 
the whole Bible. With this view, the sum of 3001. 

was appropriatPd to the purpose of printing the 
Old TestamPnt, and steps were taking· to prepa1·e 
the requisite materials, when it became necessary 
for Mr. Paterson, on whom the superintendance 
of tlw work devolverl, to quit his post of labor in 
the I>anish capital, and seek a temporary asylum 
in some friendly 01· neutral territory. The re­
moval, however, of Mr. Paterson did not take 
place, till he had put matters into as good a train 
at Copenhaµ;en, as circumstances woulrl allow; 
and it will hereafter appear, that to this change 
of pla('e, dictatf•d hy a sf'emingly harsh necessity, 
may be traced the origin of those measures, 
which, cherishPrl by the respective countries in 
which they were proposed, have terminated in 
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the establishment of active, useful, and flourishing­
BilJle Societies in the north, and north-eastern 
sovereignties of Europe . 

While these proceedings were going on, and 
the wants of foreign nations were receiving their 
due mea-snre of attention, no less diligence was 
employed in diffusing, or in preparing to diffuse, 
the benefits of the lnstitutio11 among the inhabi­
tants of the British domiuions. Already the 
mountains of Wales had been partially illumined 
with the heavenly light; and the time was drawing 
near when the rocks of Scotland should be visited 
with the benefit of a similar illumination. 

The course pursued in providing an impression 
of the Gaelic Bible, for the Scotch Highlanders, 
has been particularly described. The work was 
now considerably advanced, and in the prospect 
of its approachiug completion, a printed circular, 
l!ligned by the President, was, in the Summe1· of 
1807, dispatched to the parochial ministers gene­
rally, throughout the Highlands, announcing the 
edition as expected to be ready for delivery by 
the end of the ensuing October, and offering it 
for sale to subscribers, at 3s. 3d. for the Bible, 
and IOd. for the Testament; and on the same 
advantageous terms to ministers, whether they 
were subscribers or not. 

The information of a Bible printed in their 
vernacular dialect, from a copy accredited hy the 
first authorities in their church, and tendered to 
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them at a price con;;iderably below the standard 
at which they had been accustomed to procure it, 
whenever they were able to procure it at all, 
was an article of very acceptable intelligence to 
the inhabitants of the Highlands, and t:"~cite<l 
the liieliest emotions of joy and gratitude, both 
in ministers and people. The former proclaimed 
from their pulpits the agreeable tiding·s, and the 
latte1· emulated the zeal of their pastors, by 
eagerly suhscribing fo1· copies, accordiug to their 
respective wants and meaus of pecuniary con­
tribution. 

N umernus letters were received, in consequence 
of the circular notice, aud the measures adopted 
to give it publicity, all which corroborated what 
had been reported and believed, with regard to 
the scarcity of Gaelic Bibles, and the great 
anxiety of the Highlanders to possess them. 

" I gladly embraced" (says one correspondent*) 
" the earliest opportunity of acquaintiug my people 
with the important coutents; and they have, with 
heartfelt g-ratitude to the worthy Society, and I 
trnst with unfeigned thauks to the God of all 
µ-race, subscribed, &c." "I do not suppose'' (adds 
this correspondent) " that, among 4,000 souls 
under my paistoral care, there were a dozen Gaelic 
Bibles." " l request," (says another correspon­
dent t) " if possible, that the honorable Society 

• Rev. James 1\Iacintosh, 1\Iansefielcl, Isle of Islay. 
t Rev. John Mac Keith, Soulhencl iu Campbeltown, 

Argyleshire. 
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will not disappoint us of any of the number sub-­
scribed for: as all the people are most anxious 
to get the books ; and exceedingly grateful for 
the kind dispensation of Providence towards 
them, in affording them, at last, an opportunity 
of providing themselves with the Holy Scriptures 
in their native mother-language-a thing long 
wished for over all the Highlands of Scotland." 

" Many of the poor Highlanders of Glasgow," 
( Wiites a third *) " upon hearing of the cheapness 
of the Scriptures in our native languag·e, ex­
pressed their heaitfelt gratitude with tears of joy 
in their eyes, considering, that hitherto they 
could not be pUl'chased under 25s. sterling at 
least." 

The consequence of a feeling at once so warm 
and so generally ditfosed, was, a speedy appli­
cation for nearly half the entire impression ; and 
both the Bibles and Testaments, when delivered 
from the press, obtained a rapid and extensive 
circulation. 

Such was the event of this effort to furnish a 
cheap and abundant supply of the Gaelic Scrip­
tures. Few undertakings in which the British 
and Foreign Bible Society have embarked with a 
view to benefit their British fellow-subjects, have 
been attended throughout, and recompensed at 
last, with more pure and unclouded satisfaction. 
The interesting nature of the service, the liberal 

* Rev. John Muclaurio, Gaelic Chapel, Glasgow. 
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co-operation of the Society in Scotland for Pro­
pagating Christian Knowledge, and the warm 
and overflowing grntitude of the ingenuous re­
ceivers themselves, made the task of the Society 
a source of unqualified pleasure, and ultimately 
ensured to their labors and their cares a full and 
an honorable reward. Though much ha-; already 
been cited from the documents transmitted by 
the Highland ministers, the author cannot forbear 
adding another extract to the number; and with 
that will conclude his account of the subject. 

" The Bible Society's letter, offering a supply 
of Gaelic copies of the Sacred Scriptures, I have 
had the great satisfaction of receiving. I have 
endeavored to impress the minds of my people 
with a just sense of the benevolence of the So­
ciety, and of the inestimable benefit of having· 
the Scriptures, it may be said, without money 
and without price, in their native tongue; and I 
have the pleasure to offer the Society their warm­
est thanks for the truly Christian donation in­
tended for them. While war is spreading deso­
lation and misery over the face of the earth, and 
unrelenting ambition wades through blood and 
carnage to attain its object; let charity, which 
rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth, 
apply the balm of consolation, hold up to human 
folly and wickedness the mirror of truth, and, 
through the medinm of the Scriptures, rom·ince 
the world that godliness has the promise of this 
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life, and of that which is to come. Does history 
stain her page with the sanguinary achievements 
of the enemies of mankind, and will she forget 
to record the name of that wise and benevolent 
Christian, who projected the plan of the Bible 
Society, and contributed his labor of love towards 
p1·omoting its excellent design? While the voice 
of prophecy is silent, and the power of miracles 
has ceased among men, let the amiable exertions 
of charity attract the attention, and excite the 
admiration of the world. And let this prove an 
rera in which truth shall prevail over error, and 
in which the Holy Oracles of God shall caITy 
light and saving health into these remote and 
far extended regions which have been long under 
the power of darkness and the delusion of error." 

Amidst these operations, in which, regardless 
of every thing but the simple prosecution of its 
object, the Society continued to evince extraor­
dinary diligence and growing activity, exertions 
were not wanting on the part of its friends to 
obtain for it an incrnase of that patronage which 
might augment its influence, and thereby enlarge 
its means of doing good. Foremost in the rank 
of these zealous benefactors, was the venerable 
Bishop Porteus. By his Lordship's desire, the 
author drew up an Abstract of the Society's 
Constitution and Proceedings ; printed copies of 
which the Bishop distributed through many re-
111pectalile channellil. 



AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

But the reader wili form a still better idea of 
the Bishop's , i~ilance, and anxiety to acquire for 
the Institution the esteem it deserved, from his 
Lordship's conduct on a great public occasion. 

On the anui,·ersary of the King's birth-day, it 
is customary for the Archhishops and Bishops, 
or of so many of them as may happen to be in 
the metropolis and its vicinity, fo be entertained 
at the palace of the Bishop of London. In the 
contemplation of this festival, (which was to take 
place on the 4th of June, 1806,) the Bishop desired 
to be furnished with copies of the Third Report, 
that he might have an opportunity of recommend­
ing the Society to his Episcopal Brethren, particu­
larly to those who were 011 the Irish Bench. Hiil 
Lordship's request was duly complied with; and to 
c.Qpies of the Report were added some specimenil 
of Oriental Translations, and Abstracts of the 
Society's Proceedings. The following extract 
from a note written the day after the meeting of 
the Prelates, will show how attentively the Bishop 
had studied to improve this opportunity to the 
Society's advantage. 

" I return your specimens with many thanks, 
and am oblig·ed to you for the other pamphlets ; 
which I shall endeavom to dispose of properly. 
I gave copies of the complete Reports to the four 
l1i!!h Bishops, and recommended them strongly 
to theil" notice. Your ilhort litatement of factli 

will be very ui.eful." 
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Shortly after this period, the declining health 
of the Bishop having induced the Faculty to 
prescribe a removal to Clifton, his Lordship, 
while residing there as a valetudinarian, found 
an agreeable employment for the energies of his 
active and benevolent mind, in distributing papers 
recommendatory of the Society, and in doing 
his utmost to introduce it to the favor and the 
patronage of his friends of every condition. 

Among the communications transmitted by the 
Bishop while sequestered at Clifton, was a printed 
paper, entitled, " Literary Intelligence from India." 
This intelligence respected the journey of the 
late Rev. Dr. Buchanan from Calcutta to Travan­
core, and those inte1·esting discoveries respecting 
the Syrian Christians which were afterwards in­
corporated by the Doctor himself with other 
accounts, and published under the general title, 
of " Christian Researches in India." 

To the information contained in this printed 
paper the Bishop attached considerable import­
ance ; and the reader who reflects upon the 
Bishop's anxiety to have the Scriptures translated 
and circulated in India, will not be surprised at 
his Lordship's zealous distribution of a sheet, 
in which, among other interesting articles, the 
following infonnation was contained. 

" It ought to be mentioned to the praise of 
the p1·esent Bishop of the Romish church on 
the coai.t of Malabar, that he has consented to 



AND FOREIGN BIDLE SOCIETY. 

the circulation of the Scriptmes throughout his 
dioce~e. The Malayalim Translation acquires 
from thi~ circumst:rnce an increased importance; 
siuce there will he now upwards of 200,000 
Chri~lians in Malayala, who are ready to receive 
it. The trauslatiou of the .i\ cw Testament (which 
it is proposed to priut first) has already com­
me11ced, under the superintendauce of the Syrian 
Bishop. The true cause of the low state of 
religion among the Romish churches 011 the 
sea coast, and in Ce_vlon, is, their want of the 
Bible. It is doubtful whether some of the priests 
know that such a Look exists. It is injurious to 
Christianity in India, to call men Christians, who 
know not the 8criptures of their religion; they 
might as well be called by any other name. 
Oral iustrnction they have none, e,·en from their 
European priests. The best effects may, there­
fore, be expected from the simple means of 
putti11g the .Bible into their hands. All who are 
well acquainted with the natives know, that 
instruction by books is best suited to them. They 
are in general a contemplative people, and patient 
in their inquiries; anxious also to know what it 
can be, that is of importance enough to be writte1i; 
at the same time that they regard written precepts 
with respect. If they possess a hook in a lan­
guage which they understand, it will not be left 
long unread. In Taujore, and other places where 
the Bil.Jle is freely given, the Protestant religion 
flourishes ; and produce~ the happiest effects OD 
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the character of the people. In Tanjore, the 
Christian virtues will be found in exercise by the 
feeble-minded Hindoo, in a vigor and purity 
which will surprise those who have never known 
the native character, but under the greatest dis­
advantages. On the Sunday, the people, habited 
in their best apparel, rt>pair to the parish church, 
when the solemnity of their devotion in accom­
panying the public prayers, is truly impressive: 
They sing the old psalm tunes well ; and the 
voice of the full congregation may be heard at _a 
distance. Prayers being ended, they listen to the 
sermon, evidently, with deep attention ; nor have 
they any difficulty in understanding it, for they 
almost all, both men and women, can read their 
Bible. Many of them take down the discourse 
on ollas, that they may read it afterwards to their 
families at home*. As soon as the minister has 
pronounced his text, the sound of the iron st9le 
on the palm-leaf, is heard throughout the con­
gregation. Even the boys of the schools have 
their ollas in their hands, and may be seen, after 
divine service, reading them to their mothers, ail 

they pass over their fields homewards. This 
aptitude of the people to receive and record the 
words of the preacher, renders it peculiarly 
uecessary that • the priests' lips should keep 

" It is well known that natives of Tanjore, and Travan­
core, can write down what is spoken deliberately, without 
losing one word. They seldom look at their ollas wLile writ in~· 
and can write in the dark with lluenc.y. • • 
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knowledge.' Upon the whole, the moral conduct, 
up1·ight dealing, decorous manners, and decent 
dress, of the native Protestants of Tanjore, 
demonstrate the powerful influence and peculiar 
excellence of the Christian religion. It ought, 
however, to be observed, that the Bihle, when 
the reading of it becomes general, has nParly the 
same effect on the poor of every place." 

To these particulars it may be sufficient to 
add, that, during ?. period of severnl mouths, the 
Bishop's letters from Clifton, which were hath 
frequent and animated, turned for the most part 
on his favorite topic, the British and Foreign 
Bible Society; and either recounted the efforts 
he had made to promote its interests, by con­
versation, or recommendatory publications ; or 
suggested useful hints for the direction of its 
affairs, the extension of its operations, or the 
ad van cement of its success. 

The author has dwelt longer on the personal 
exertions of Bishop Po1teus in favor of the So­
ciety, than to some reader,; may perhaps appear 
expedient: but whe,1 it is considered, against ho,y 
many difficulties the Society had to struggle 
during the few first years of its establishment, 
it seems but just to make known, how much it 
was indeht·!d, under God, for its prog1·ess, to the 
fostering carP, and pcr,;ercring friendship, of a 
Prelate, whose other honors will illffer no dis-
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paragement by an association with those whicl1 
he has derived from the patronage of an Insti­
tution for disseminating the Christian Scriptures 
through every part of the world. 

Things were proceeding in this prosperous 
manner, when on a sudden the horizon of the 
Society was darkened, and a storm arose, which 
frowned defiance upon its Eastern labors, and 
seemecl to portend the annihilation of its plans 
for disseminating the imaluable blessings of 
divine revelation thrnugh the regions of Hindoo­
stan. Of this formidable trial, and the issue to 
which it was brought, the author will lay before 
the reader an authentic and circumstantial nar­
ration. 

In the month of October, 1807, a pamphlet 
appeared, under the title of " A Letter to the 
Chairman of the East India Company, on the 
danger of interfering in the Religious Opinions of 
the Natives of India, and on the Views of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, as directed to 
India." The letter was signed, " A Proprietor;" 
and was generally ascrihecl to Thomas Twining, 
Esq. a gentleman of great respectability, who 
had recently returned from Bengal. To a second 
edition of the letter, Mr. Twining affixed his name, 
with the designation of " Late Senior Merchant 
on the Bengal Establishment;" and added an 
advertisement, purporting, that, having been en-
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couraged by many of his friends to proceed, he 
should bring· the subject of his letter before the 
Court of Proprietors al lheir uext quarterly 
meeting. 

In order to put the reader in possession of the 
ground upon which the Society was attacked, 
and the extent of the danger with which it was 
threatened, it will be prope1· to extract a few 
passages from that portion of the letter which 
referred expressly to the views and conduct of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, as directed 
to India. 

" \Vith infinite concem and alarm'' (says Mr. 
Twining') " I have lately heard of proceedings 
which convey to my humble apprehension evi­
dence of a strong disposition, in a quarter too, 
where, above all others, its existence is most to 
be dreaded, to inte,:Jere in tlte religious opinions 
of tlte native inltabitants of India.'' 

" I 11111st then, Sir, ohsen·e, that my fears of 
attempts to disturb lite religious systems of India, 
have been especially excited by my hearing that 
a Society exists in this country, the cltief object 
of which is the universal disseminati~n of the 
Christian faith; particularly among those nations 
of the East to whom we posse,;s a ,;afe facility 
of access, and whose minds and doctrines are 
known to be most ohscmed by the ,larkn('SS 
of infidelity. Upon this topic, so <lPlicate and 
solemn, I shall, for the present, make hut one 
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,bservation. I shall only observe, that if a 
;ociety, having such objects in view, does exist; 
.11d if the leading Members of that Society are 
Iso leading Members of the East India Company; 
nd not only of the East India Company, but of 
lie Court of Directors; nay, Sir, not only of 
be Court of Directors, but of the Board of 
;outroul; if, I say, these alarming hypotheses are 
ru,e; then, Sir, are our possessions in t/1e East 
lready in a situation of most imminent and u11,-
1recedented peril; and no less a danger tha'lf 
he threatened extermination of our Eastern 
{overeignty, commands ns to step fort/1, and arrest 
he progress of suck raslt and unwarrantable 
11·oceedi11gs." 

The writer then states " the principal grounds 
1f his suspicion and anxiety," by exhibiting a 
eries of" Extracts from the REPORTS, and from 
etters therein contained of the Committee of 
he British and Foreign Bible Society," and also 
rom " Dr. Buchanan·s Memoir," referred to in 
he Society's Report. It is proper to observe, 
hat these Extracts are exhibited in a detached 
md insulated form : and they conclude with 
:he following passage from Dr. Buchanan's 
\'.lemoir. 

" No Christian nation ever possessed such 
m extensive field for the propagation of the 
Christian faith, as that afforded to us by our 
nfluence over the hundred million natives of 
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[incloostan. No other nation ever possessed 
11ch facilities for the exteusion of its faith, as 
·e now ha,·c iu the gorernment of a passive 
eople, who yield submissively to our mild sway, 
!verence our principles, and acknowled;,;·e our 
omiuion to he a hlessing. Why shonld it be 
10ught incredible that Providence hath heen 
leased, iu a course of years, to subjugate this 
:astern empire to the most civilized nation in 
1e world, for this very purpose? 
" The progressive civilization of the Hindoos 

ill nerer injure the interests of the East India 
ompauy. But ,;hall a Christian people, acknow­
·clgiug a Pro,ideuce in the rise ,ind fall of 
1npin•s, regulate the feeling of future times, 
1d neglect a present duty; a solemn and im­
erious duty ; exacted by their religion, hy their 
Jblic principles, and by the opiniolls of the 
hristiau nations around them! Or can it be 
·atifying to the Engliish nation to rdlect, that 
icy receive the riches of the East on the terms 
: chartering immoral supcristition ! 
" No truth has hceu more clearly clemon­
rated than this, that the communication of 
hristian instruction to the natives of India, is 
lsy; and that the benefits of that instruction, 
vii as well as moral, will be inestimable. Whether 
e consider the happiness clilfosed among so 
1any millions, or their consequent attachment tQ 
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c>ur government, or the advantages resulting from 
the introduction of the civilized arts. Every 
hing that can brighten the hope, or animate the 
eeling of a virtuous people, organiziug a new 
)mpire, and seeking the most rational means, 
mder the favor of heaven, to insure its perpetuity; 
;very consiclei-ation we aver, would persuade us 
ro DIFFUSE THE BLESSHWS o·F CHRISTlAN KNOW­

.EDGE AMONG OUR INDIAN SUBJECTS." 

" Having placed" (says Mr. Twining) " the 
oregoing circumstances-the grounds, as they 
Lppear to me, of seasonable suspicion, and just 
farm-before you, Sir, the Chairman of the 
East India Company, I ham, I believe, done all 
hat a mere proprietor of stock has it in his 
10wer to do. \Vith you, Sir, and the Gentlemen 
vho are appointed, with you, to watch over 
md direct the affairs of the Company, rests the 
,ower of further inquiry into these serious mat­
ers, and the application of such measures as the 
ssue of further inquiry may appear to demand. 

" From a very early period of my life, my 
ime has been spent among the natives of India; 
md I believe, I may say, it has in some de­
;ree been spent in promotiug their happiness. 

have been in various situations with them, and 
,ver them, from the Presidency of Fort William 
o the most distant parts of Hindoostan: and 
his intercourse has led to an attachment, wliich 
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vill not pel'mit me to remain a sileut spectator 
if attempts to disturb their dearest rigltts and 
rn111ul their tenderest feelings. I should, indeed, 
eel m~·sclf Pntitled to the reproach of numerous 
md most respectable inhabitants of luclia, my 
iersonal acquaintances and friends, if l could 
orget or forsake them on such an occasio11.'' 

Mr. Twining's conclusion is Ill the following 
.vords: 

" As long as we continue to gm·ern India 
n the mild and tolerant i-;pirit of Christianity, 
,ve may govern it with ease: but if ei·er tile fatal 
lay sltall arrive, id1en religious innovation slwll 
·et lwr foot in tltat country, indignation irill 
pread Ji·om one end of Hindoostan to the otlter; 
md the ar1Jls offipy millions of people u·ill drfre 
rs Ji·om tlutt portion of lite globe, witlt as muclt 
·ase as tl,e sand of lite desert is scattered by tlte 
r;ind. But I still hope, Sir, that a perse,·erance 
n the indiscreet measures I have de,:cribed, ,,ill 
,ot be allowed to expose om· cou11tryrne11 iu 
.ndia to the ho,,-01·s of that dreadful day: but 
/wt our native subjects in every part of lite East, 
vill be permitted to follow tlteir own rel~!Jious 
pinions, tlteir 01cn religious prejudices mul ab­
urdities, until it sltall please tlie Omnipotent 
,ower <if HEAVEN to lead tltem into tlie pat/ts 
if LIGHT and TRUTH." 

The changes which have taken place since 
.he date of this publication, hoth in the religious 
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fate of India, and in the opinion entertained about 
.he propagation of Christianity in the East, give 
o much of what has been ciied from Mr. Twi-
1ing's pages the air of irony and satire, rather 
han of grave complaint and serious expostu­
ation. The readel' may, however, be assured, 
hat the writer was sincere in the expression of 
1is alarm, and of his determination to use his 
1tmost efforts to al'rest the progress of that Insti­
ution by which it had been occasioned. 

Scarcely had this pamphlet met the public 
ye, when a sensation was excited by its pernsal, 
~hich promised to assist the de;;igns of its author; 
nd to stl'engthen that party on which he relied 
}r bringing about a peremptory interdiction of 
Ile Society's operations within the limits of British 
ndia. Many causes contributed to the production 
fthis impression, in favor of Mr. Twiuing's appeal. 
lmong them may be enumerated, the topics of 
larm, so gravely and plausibly exhibited; the 
haracter of the author, his long residence in 
ndia, and recent return from that countl'y ; and 
hove all, an extreme ignorance and miscou­
eption of the subject, united with a slavish at-
1chment to worldly policy, and a morbid appre­
ension of every thing which was represented as 
kely to disturb t~e security of our Asiatic pos­
essious. 
It will µaturally be concluded, that so serious 

o ~ttack, con,~\lcted J;,y a le!l,der of such 
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1thority and influence, and supported by allies 
ho seemed to cousider their interest, their honor, 
1d almost their Yery existence, to depend upon 
, success, would neither escape the observation 
' the Officers of the Society, nor be reg;arded 
y them with iuactiYity or unconcern. The Noble 
'resident, ever watchful to discern the approach 
~ danger, and prompt to devise the means of 
ipelling it, among other steps which he judged 

expedient to take, suggested to the author 
1e propriety of giving the hostile letter a serious 
rnmination. In consequence of this suggestion, 
.rengtheued by the observation of the uufavorable 
ffect produced by Mr. Twining's letter on the 
ublic mind, the author, though not a little 
mba1Tassed by his numerous avocations, both 
omestic and parochial, determined to prepare 
reply. 
This reply, which was published early in 

)ecember, uuder the title of " An Address to 
ae Chairman of the East India Company, occa­
ioned by Mr. Twini11g·s Letter to that Gentle-
11an, &c."' confined itself strictly to the defence 
if the British and t'oreign Bible Society, and 
hose the narrowest ground on which it appeared 
o admit of being defended. The " Address"' 
mdertook to pron·, that, 11either in the object, 
he patroiwge, nor the proceedings of the Society, 
vas there any thing to justify the charge of cul­
iable interference with the religious systemli ot 
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India, or to authorize the apprehension of those 
alarming consequences to om· sovereignty in the 
East, which had been so confidently predicted." 

It is denied in " the Address," that the object 
of the Society is correctly defined, when that 
object is stated to be " the dissemination of the 
Christian faith.·• On this part of the defence, the 
following remarks, as showing the distinct and 
insulated character of the Institution, may be 
not wholly unworthy of the reader's attention. 

" Whatever may be the end which the Society 
contemplates, that only can be considered as its 
object, towards which its means are directed, and 
in which they all converg·e and terminate. That 
central, that ultimate point, in the case of the 
Society under consideration, is, as we have seen, 
Sir,-not ' the Dissemination of the Christian 
Faith,'--but THE CrncuLATION OF THE ScRIP­
TURES.' In this respect, the Society possesses 
a characteristic feature, which discriminates it 
from every voluntary association on an exten­
sive scale for religious purposes now in existence, 
and brings the question of its merits or demerits 
within very narrow and convenient bounds. 

" There exists, Sir, in this country, as you very 
well know, a most venerable and useful lnstitu­
lion, ' The Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge.' This Society may be accurately 
:mough represented within the limits prescribed 
by its charter, (and happy should I be to see 
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British India within those limits,"') as having 
or its object, the Dissemination of t/1e Christian 
F'aitlt. The latitude of its designation, and the 
renerality with which its object is expressed, 
1llow to this Society an unlimited choice of 
neans. It may define, and systematize, and classify, 
he several points of Christian Theology: it may 
ssue Tracts on all and any matters of doctrine 
md discipline, at its discretion: it may employ 
\fissionaries and Catechists, erect Churches and 
Schools, and proceed ad libitum, for the accom­
~lishment of its pmposes. And why ?-For the 
:eason above given : because its designation is 
reneral and its object undef111ed. Not so the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. It can do 
1ut one act for the propagation of Christianity; 
t can distribute but one Book ; and that Book­
:he BIBLE. It can support no Missionaries, erect 
10 Churches, endow no 8chools, disseminate no 
fracts; it cannot issue even a Dissertation to 
recommend the Bible, 11or a1111ex a single Note to 

~ This wish is now likrly to uc accomplished. The great 
,l,ject so early, zealously, and perseveringly recommended 
,y the late Dr. Buchanan, that of establishing Episco­
iacy in India, having Leen attained, the venerable SocielJ 
'or Promoting Christian Knowledge granted lo the llishop ol 
~alcutla, when proceeding to his ~latiou, "a vote of credit 1 

o the extent of 1000/. to enable his Lordship to promot, 
he objects of the Society in India, in such a way as he should 
leem wo•t consonant to the Society's design,." 

Report of Society for Promoting Chi-isliar. 
Knowled,e,for 1814. 
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~xplain it. lts designation and its object confine 
t to the circulation of the Scriptures : it can do 
othing out of these limits ; it can do nothing 
,eyond them. 

" Such being the case, I am really at a loss to 
nagine, on what grounds of eveh remote plausi­
ility, any man can have reasoned himself into a 
elief, that a Society, whose line of operation is so 
recisely defined, whose measures of proceeding 
re drawn from vague and indefinite generalities 
> one sole, exclusive, and cognizable object, 
11,n he chargeable with the design of culpable 
tterference in the religious opinions of those, to 
"hose voluntary improvement its services are 
evoted. 
" Does the translation of the Scriptures into the 

ative languages of India imply such culpable 
tterference? Putting out of the question in what 
egree literature, and arts, and polity, are con­
~rned to cultivate those ancient and venerable 
,nguages ; it cannot, I think, admit of a question; 
1at we are bound, both in justice and gratitude, 
1 impart to those nations over which Providence 
11s given us a beneficial dominion, some portion 
; least of the light we enjoy, through the only 
1annels by which they can receive it. Besides, 
we derive into our own language the spurious 

1orality of India,* it is hut just that we should 

• See the C9dc of Geut~o Laws, traiul11ted into English b,y 
r. Halhed. 
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,our back into theirs the genuine morality of 
::hristendom. If we acquaint ourselves, through 
he medium of translation, with their mytho­
ogical absurdities and amatory trifles, it is but 
air that we should afford them an opportunity of 
lecoming acquainted, through the same innocent 
nedium, with the august mysteries of human 
·edemption, and the solid realities of the Gospel. 
l'here is, at all events, nothing rude, or offensive, 
)r unjust, in such a commerce. It is, to say 
he least, giving gold for brass. Heathens 
1ave, certainly, no reason to complain of the 
ixchange. 

" But if the translation of the Scriptures he 
nnocent, the circ1tlation of them may possibly he 
~onstrued into an act of aggTession upon the 
1ystems of India. I cannot pretend to say what 
mswer a Brahmin might give, ifconsnlted, whether 
.he Sooder might l'eceive a copy of that Shaster 
n which God is l'epresentad to be no respecter 
if persons. But, whatever way his answer might 
ncline, it would, in my judgment, detel'mine 
1othing. The Scriptures, as a revelation from 
1eaven, have at least as good a claim to a free 
~irculation, in whatever lauguage they may happen 
to appear, as any treatises upon law, or morals, 
>r polite literature. For the mode of <listrilmtion 
the Society makes no specific prm·i~ion. That 
must depend upon local wants and facilities; and 
will he naturally regulated, and restrained, so 
far as restraint may be uecessary, by the lawfi 
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and usages of the several countries in which di8-
tribution is made. Persons in a situation to know 
the necessities and disposition of the people, will, 
it is presumed, either sell them as an article of 
commerce to purchasers, or gratuitously bestow 
them as a dole of charity upon petitioners. There 
is no room for apprehending that they will be 
forced upon any. They are messengers that speak 
not to the ear, but to the eye : they are oracle8 
that remain silent, till they are consulted. In 
short, as they can do no one good who is not 
willing to search them, it is utterly impossible 
that they should be forced upon any one who is 
unwilling to receive them. 

" Since therefore the object of the Society is not, 
as has been stated, " The dissemination of the 
Christian 1''aith," but the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures; an object, simple and determinate ; 
aud, at the same time, beneficial aud inoffensive; 
--it follows, that the views of the Society, so far 
as their OBJECT is concerned, are not of a descrip­
tion to justify the charge of inte1ference; nor, 
consequently, to occasion in the Governors o{ 
India, either at home or abroad, any reasonable 
gTom1d of alarm." 

The Patronage-against which so much is in­
sinuated, as containing the names of " Mr. 
Thornton, the Director; Mr. Grant, the Deputy 
Chairman; and Lord Teignmouth, (late Governor 
General of India, mid now a Member of the 
Board ofControul,)"-is shewn to be in no peculiar 
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sense East Indian; and tu contain within it, so 
far a>< it is ,-;nch, 11othi11g that could authorize 
tlw remolt•st ,-;11,-;picio11 of a de,;igu " to disturb" 
(by I iol,·11t interference) " the religious syi.:tems of 
India." 

The Proceediugs of the Society were contended 
to ha,e displayecl, uy the aclversary"is own i-howiug, 
an uudeflecting adherence to the fuuclameutal 
principle of its constitution, and the professed 
object of all its operations-the circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures. 

Ou these g·eneral grounds of defence, the Chair­
man is appealed to iu the following terms : 

" Let me uow, Sir, he allowed to make my 
appeal to you, whether there. he any thing in the 
Object, the Patronage, or the Proceedings, of the 
Society against which judgment is demanded, 
that can he constmed into matter of offence to 
the native inhahitants of India. Could any object 
ham been selected with more judgment? Any 
Patronage have heen employed with more mild­
ness? Any Prnceedings ha,-e been conducted 
with more correctne~K? Has l\'.lr. Twining showed, 
is he prepared to show, that the Society has 
aimed at any object hut that which it professes; 
that the Patronage which it enjoys has been used 
for auy purposes of intimidation or officious in­
terference ; that, iu any one instance, it has been 
guilty of cveu au accidental aberration from the 
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ne of its profession? What then has Mr. Twining 
,roved ? I repeat, Sir, with confidence, what 

have before declared, - He has proved No. 
HING." 

As the conclusion glances at topics, which, 
1ough they did not come necessarily within the 
ne of defence, were too important to be wholly 
verlooked, the author trusts he shall be excused 
,r ~iving it insertion. 
" Aud now, Sir, having done what I conceived 

> be my duty, I have only to apologize to you 
11· the length of this address. I mig·ht have 
ived much both of your time and my own, if I 
ould have prevailed upon myself to throw tho 
mden of proof, where in truth it ought to rest, on 
1e shoulders of the accuser. I might have 
~asonably demurred to his gratuitous charges, 
nd claimed an acquittal for the Society, from the 
efect of evidence to convict it; but I wished 
> see it put fairly upon its trial : convinced that 
. would appear, upon a strict investigation, not 
1erely innocent, but laudable; not only unde­
erving of blame, but entitled to commendation 
nd support. 

" But while I have entered into detail where 
letail appeared necessary, I have scrupulously 
voided it wherever it could be spared. With 
l1is view, Sir, I have not justified the Society 
:ir adopting it as their opinion, that Christ will 
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•• bring· from all nations and relig·ions, languages 
and kingdoms* of this world, some, as trophies 
of his triumph on the Cl'Oss :" because I supposed, 
that they who know the Scriptures, 1ien'r doubted 
this position; and they who do not, would never 
be persuaded to bdieve it. In like 111auncr, I 
have not apologized for the Society's calling 
Mahomedanism " a bloody and degrading super­
stition," because I <li<l not conceive it deserved 
a better character; 1101· for its anticipating " the 
downfall" of that system of imposture, hecause 
I considered such an e, ent to be a consumma­
tion which Christians of every desc1·iption hath 
expected and desired. For similar reasons, 
Sir, I have declined aflirmatin•ly proving, what­
ever did not seem absolutely to requini it. I 
have not pro,•ed that it is the duty of the British 
Gm·emnwnt, and therefore of tlw East Iudia 
Cornpa11y, to encourage Christianity 1rn1011µ; their 
Eastern suhjects; because I thought a comnmnity 
of religio11 (so far as it could lw dleett>,l) lwtwc,~11 
the governors and governed, was recoguizPd as a 
principle hoth of justice a11d of policy by all the 
states of Christendom : and because I fo1111d m 
Mr. Twi11i11g's letter nothing which te11ded to 

• This passage (e~trncted from the Leiter of a Homan 
Catholic Priest in Swahia, to the Secretary of the Society) is 
italicised by l\lr. Twining, which is his l}pographi('al way of 
displaying the ground, of his "suspicion auu anxicl_y." 
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prove the contrary.* I have not shown that the 
di/fusion of Christianity among our Eastern fellow­
subjects is desirable, because I thought such a 
position was distinctly comprehended in Mr. Twi­
ning's own admission t; nor have I argued that 
it is practicable, because, if the opposite opinions 
of Dr. Buchanan and Mr. Twining be considered 
us destroying one another, there still remains the 
recent, decided, and official te:stimony of Dr. 
Ker t in favor of such a conclusion. 

" I have not pointed out the comparative in­
difference, upon Mr. Twiniug"s principles, between 
one religion and another, to the welfare uf a people; 
nor the impossibility, on those principles, of India 
being christianized by any human means, so long 

• The Portuguese, the Spaniards, and the French, have 
propagated the Romish faith in all their foreign settlements ; 
'llnd the Danes have not been indifferent lo the promotion of 
·the Protestant faith in theirs. How have the English acted in 
this respect ? 

t " Whose minds and doctrines arc known to he obscured 
by the darkness of infidelity." Letter, p. 4. 

f Dr. Ker, one of the Company's Chaplains at Madras, in 
a Report made to I he Governor and Council, by thei,· 01·,ler, 
1peaks to this point as follows : 

" Pure Christianity is far from being a religion for which 
the highest cast of Hindoos have any disre•pect," and again, 
" I do not mention this as an experiment, the result of which 
might he considered as problematical; the experiment has been 
already made, and the consequences have proved commensu­
rnte with the hiehest expectation which reasonable men coul~ 
-..cotertaiu.'" 



AND FOREIGN BIRLE SOCIETY. 

as it f<hall remain uudel' the dominion of the 
Company; nul' the altematirn to which Prm·i­
dt'11ce is by co11,-pque11ce reduced, of either givi11g 
up that country to everlasti11g· supel'stitiou, or of 
worki11g· some mil'acle * iu order to accomplish 
it,- conver,-ion ;-because I considered such in­
fert'lll'f'S as too olH'ious to be orerlooked, and 
too ,-hocki11g to be eudmed. }iinally, Sir, I have 
\·e1tt11recl to take for granted, consicleri11g who 
would be my judges, and in what au awful crisis 
I write, that the Bible is the only book which 
contains the l'c\·ealnl will of Goel; that the sooner 
it snper,-ecles the Shaster and the Koran, the 
sooner will tlw happiness of India be consnm­
matecl ; a11d that the more we contrilmte, as a 
nation and as individuals, to promote this end 
by lawful mean;;,-the gTeater blessing·s we shall 
draw dowu npuu our comme1·ce aud our arm;;, 
upou onrselvt>s aucl our posterity.'' 

To this defence were appended the following 
ktt!·r,-, acl<lressccl by His ~Iajesty, Georg·e the 
}iir,-.t, to the Da11ish MissionariPs at Tran!pH•har: 
clof'.nmenls which l'eflect the greatest honol' on 
tlw charactcl' of their royal author, and must 
elllkar his memory to C\ cry friend to tlw pro­
pagation of Chrii4ia1tity in the East. 

, " I shall hope, Sir, that our na(irc subj,·cts in every part 
of the East will l,c permille<I ,111ietly to follow tl11•ir own reli­
gious prejudices and al,surrliti,-s, uni ii it shall pleasr the Om­
nipotent Power of IIEAVEN to lead them into the paths of 
LIGHT aud TRUTH." LETTEil, p. 31. 
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LETTER I. Dated 1717. 

" GEORGE, by the Grace of God, King, &c. 

" REVEREND AND BELOVED, 

" Your letters, dated the 20th of January of the 
present year, were most welcome to us; not only 
because the work undertaken by yon, of con­
verting the heathen to the Christian faith, doth, 
by the g-race of God, pmsper, hut also because 
that in this, our kingdom, suclt a laudable zeal for 
tlte promotion of tlte Gospel prevails. 

" \Ve pray you may be endued with health 
and strength of body, that you may long continue 
to fulfil your ministry with good success ; of 
which, as we shall be rejoiced to hear, so you 
will always find us ready to succour you, in what­
ever may tend to promote your work, and to 
excite your zeal. We assure you of the con­
tinuance of our royal favour. 

" GEORGE, R. 

" HATTORF." 

LETTER II. Dated 1727. 

" REVEREND AND BELOVED, 

" From your letters, dated Tranquebar, the 
12th of September, 1725, which some time since 
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came to hand, we recei,,ed much pleasure; since 
by them we are informed, not only of your zealous 
exertions in the pro,.:Pcution of tlw work com­
mitt1•cl to you, hut also of the happy success 
which hath hitherto attended it, and which hath 
been graciously given of God. 

" \Ve return you thanks for these accounts, 
and it will he acceptable to us, if you continue 
to communicate whatever shall occur in the pro­
gress of your mission. 

" In the mean time, we pray you may enjoy 
strength of hody and mind for the long continu­
ance of your labours in this good work, to the 
glory of God, and the promotion of Christianity 
among the heathen, tlw.t its perpeluil!J ma9 not 
fail in generations to come. 

" GEORGE, R." 

Among the writers who appeared on the side 
of l\fr. Twining, the most distinguished for zeal, 
actiYity, and i11fl11e11ce, was Major Scott \Varing. 
Of this Gentleman, whose friendship the author 
has experienced, subsequently to the controversy 
in which they were mutually engaged, he desires 
to speak with becoming respect. The cause of 
truth requires some sacrifice of personal feeling: 
but the author hopes, in this, and every similar 
case, to rlo justice to the claims of the one, 
without forgetting· what is due to those of the 
other. 
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The publication in which l\Iajor Scott W arin!!" 
deli\-ered his i;.entiment,-, was a pamphlet of con­
:siderable bulk, entitled, " Obsenatious on the 
Present State of the East India Company, &c. ;·• 
and the remarks directed against the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and t.he propagation of 
Christianity in India, were contained in a preface of 
nearly seventy pages. The pamphlet was anony­
mous ; but :Major Scott Waring having in the 
course of the contrm·ersy acknowledged himself 
to be the author of it, there can be neither error 
nor impropriety iu speaking of it as his pro­
duction. 

It would be trifling "ith the reader to lay 
before him the charges and forebodings accu­
mulated in this publication : they were of the 
same family with tho!'e which have been already 
referred to in considering the letter of Mr. Twi­
ning. With him, this writer, viewing the British 
and Foreign Bible Society through the medium 
of confused information and political alarm, saw 
in its tendency nothing· but danger to the British 
empire in India; and prognosticated, as the direct 
and ine\-itable result of its operations in that 
quarter, the almost immediate and utter downfall 
of om· sovereignty in the East. 

Thus far the two writers were agreed : but 
"-hile the fornwr contented himself with recom­
mending- an authoritative interference in general 
terms, the latter went considerably farther, and 



A;,.;D FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

prescribed hath the way and the extent iu which 
that interference should he exercised. The 
author of the " Oh.:Prvalions" "hmnhly submitted 
a plau" for arresting the evil, " to the considera­
tion of His Majesty's Miuistcrs, the East India 
Company, and the Legislature:·• and the sub­
stance of that plan was contained in the following 
explicit and sweeping proposition. 

" The most, and indeed the only efficacious 
measures, are the immediate recal of every 
En~lish Missionary, and a prohibition to all per­
sons dependent on the Company, from giving 
assistance to the translation or circulation of 
our Holy Scriptures." 

The crisis in which this publication made its 
appearance, and the countenance which it gan~ 
to the lette1· of Mr. Twining,* added not a 
little to the apprehensions entertained hy the 
friends to (.;hristianity and to the circulation of 
the Scriptures in the East; and stimulated them 
to provide more vigorous and effective measures 
of counteraction and defence. 

The subject of Missions was ahly taken up 
by the late Hev. Andrew Fuller, who canvassed 
particularly the charges brought by Major Scott 
\Varing against the Baptist Mis"<ionaries in India; 
and justified both the principle of Mis1;iom,, and 

• I have just read the second edition of l\Ir. Twining's 
most fJ:celln1t Letter." 

P. S. to Pr,face to Ob,ervation,, ~c. 
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the conduct of the parties impugned, in a very 
complete and satisfactory vindication. To so much 
of Major Scott Waring's Observations as applied 
to the British and Foreign Bible Society, a brief 
reply was furnished in a postscript to the third 
edition of " The Address to the Chairman," and 
issued in sufficient time to get into circulation 
before the day appointed by Mr. Twining for 
bringing his motion unde1· the consideration of 
the Court. The postscript (which from the pres­
sure of the occasion was written and printed 
within a few hours) animadverted cursorily on 
the groundless charges with which the Society 
had been assailed ; pointed out the injustice, 
~everity, and impolicy of the proposed inter­
diction of it ; and concluded with the following 
appeal: 

" "\Vill there then, Sir, be found a man bold 
enough to propose to your assembly a measure 
so repugnant to justice and to policy ; a measure 
exemplifying with such fatal severity that co­
ercion against which the parties who recommend 
it, so loudly and insidiously exclaim ; a measure 
which may brand our Government with impiety, 
and seal up our Indian subjects under everlasting 
superstition and imposture :--if there should, 
will there be found a majority in your assembly 
to sanction such a measure? I trust there will 
be found neither the one nor the other. The 
eyes of Christians will be fixed upon your en-



AND }'OREIGN BIBLE !IOCIETY. 

suing deliberations, and much will be infel'red to 
our pt·t-judice or advantage in this eventful crisis, 
from the conclusio11s at which you arriYe. We 
:'ll'e engaged in a doubtful conflict, and our human 
resources are few and low. I hope we ;.hall not 
make our little less, by disu11ion in matters of 
eternal moment; 1101' aggra\'ate the da11gers of 
our Wal'fal'e, BY l\lAKING Gon OUR ENEMY.'' 

On the 23d of December, the Comt of Pro­
prietol's met at the India House ; but the subject 
having excited extl'aorclinary attention among re­
ligious persons of cliflere11t persuasions, Ml'. Twi­
ni11g found so little encouragement to expect a 
favomble issue to his motion, that he declined 
proposing it; and the Coul't accordingly ad­
journed." 

.. , The following is the account given of the Meeting, and 
its event, as it appeared in the Christian Observer for Decem­
ber, 1807. 

" At the Court of Proprietors of the East India Company, 
held on the 23d instant, Mr. Thomas Twining, the author 
of a pamphlet reviewed in our present number, rose to say, 
that, being aware of the clisad\'antages which would attend 
the public agitation of the question discussed in that pamphl,•t, 
relative to the attempts now making to propagate Christianity 
in Hinclooslan, he should be willing to withdraw lhe notice 
he Imel gi\'l'Jl of a motion upon it, provided he ncei\'l·d satis­
factory assurances from the Chairman, that the attention of 
the Directors had been turned to the ,u~ject, and that it 
was their purpose to prc,cnt lhc evils which would neces­
sarily be produced by an int!'rfercncc with the religious preju­
dices of the natives. The Chairman staled, that the su~ject 
had certainly occupied the alleotioo of the Board of Directors. 
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Thus terminated this formidal,le attempt to 
exclude the Society from the whole of British 
India, ancl to exti1;guish, in its very dawn, that 
light which has since diffused its rays over so 
large a portion of the East; and which appears 
designed by its Heavenly Author to shine more 
and more unto the perfect day. 

It is due to Major Scott Waring to say, that, 
upon becoming better acquainted with the plan 
and proceedings of the British ancl 1ioreign Bible 
Society, his sentiments respecting its operations 
in India experienced a cousidernble cha11ge ; 
and there is reason for presuming, that a similar 
effect from the same cause may have been pro­
duced in the minds of other gentlemen who had 
been led, by a misapprehension of its nature and 
its tendency, to give it their determined oppo­
s1t10n. In fact, the obligation to propagate Chris­
tianity is so palpable, and the circulation of the 
Scriptures is so obviously adapted to accomplish 

They were anxious to discharge their rluty in this and every 
other rrspccl, and the worthy member had no right to assume 
thHt thry liad neglected it in this particular instance. He 
trnslrrl tile Court would not withhold from the Directora 
on this occasion the confidence which they had been accus­
lomcrl lo repose in them. l\lr. Prinscp was proceeding to 
n ! • "'" his dissatisfaction with this reply, when the Chairman 
2111;•:1,-,J him, hy observing, that there was no question before 
;_:,., ( ,.",t: the question of adjournment was theu put and 
C',.1;' l' 
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that encl, that nothing more seems required than 
time and reflection to render such a conviction 
uni,·crsal. 

Even those to whom other modes of propa­
g·ating Christianity among the 11atives of India 
appeat· liahle to objection, have, in many in­
stances, expressed their co11cnrrence in the dis­
semination of the Holy Scriptures to the widest 
extent. An example has just been produced in 
the case of Major Scott Waring. To this may be 
added another, in that of \Va1Ten Hastings, Esq. 
formcrlyGovernor-General of Bengal; who, though 
differing from many whom he respects, and by 
whom he is equally respected, on the general 
question of Missions, is a pecuniary contributor, 
and a warm friend, to the British and }'oreign 
Bible Society. With respect to the fitness and 
efficiency of the Scriptures as an instrument for 
enlightening India and the East, there seems room 
but for one opinion. " If" (to use the language 
of the late He,·. D. Brown) " you would give 
the Gentiles light, gi,e them the word of God 
in their own la11g11age. When the word is once 
given, great will he the multitude of the preachers. 
Let them reacl, aucl they will heg·in to preach." 

But it will now he proprr to introduc,~ two 
personages, who, at ditfore11t ~tag·es of this con­
troversy, took a decided part in repPlli11g the 
attack both upon the circulatiou of the Scriptures, 
and the general propagatiou of Chri:.tianity, in 
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India. These were the Bishop of London and 
Lord Teignmouth. Their pamphlets were anony­
mous; but worthy, in every respect, of the 
talents which produced them, and of the cause 
in support of which they were written. 

Bishop Porteus's production, with the pub­
lication of which the author of this History was 
confidentially entrusted, appeared under the title 
of " A few Cursm·y Rema1·ks on Mr. Twining's 
Letter to the Chairman of the East India Com­
pany, by a Member of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society;" and exhibited a happy specimen 
of lively, pertinent, and well-applied irony. The 
following passages will enable the reader to 
form some judgment of this spirited performance; 
the writer of which, it should be remembered, 
was at that time in l1is seventy-seventh year. 

" Mr. Twining has struck out a very ingenious 
way of becoming an author. It is by trans­
cribing from the publication of those whom he 
attacks, one half of what they have written, and 
tacking to it two or three pages of his own truly 
oi·iginal remarks. This, it must be owned, is 
a very easy and compendious method of making 
a book. I congratulate him on the discovery, 
and for one rejoice that he has adopted it. The 
large and copious extrncts he has made from 
the Reports of the Committee of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and Dr. Buchanan's in­
valuable Memoii- on an Ecclesiastical Establish~ 
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ment in India, are highly gratifying to me. As 
a Member of that most respectable and truly 
Christian Society, I return Mr. Twining my most 
cordial thanks, for thus producing the records 
of their proceedings to the world. His intention, 
evidently, was to excite the indignation of the 
public against that Society, for daring to commit 
the unpardonable crime (for that is their sole 
offence) of sending 2000[. to India, to assist the 
great work going on there, of translating the 
Scriptures into the various languages of that 
vast country. But I am inclined to think that 
he will be disappointed in his aim, an<l that the 
indignation he meant to excite, will recoil upon 
himself. The truth is, that the extracts he hall 
made from the Society's Reports, <lo them infinite 
honor. They show that they have but one great 
object in view, the circulation qf lite Scriptures 
in foreign languages and foreign countries; that 
they have adhered invariably to this main pur­
pose of their Institution; and that they have pur­
sued it with a degree of activity, vigour, inch!­
fatigable perseverauce, an<l proportionalile suc­
cess, of which there are lcw, if any iustauees 
to be found. 

" Mr. Twini11~· speaks with so much feeling 
and so much temlernPss of the dearest rigltts ,md 
privileges of lite llindoos, aud is so extremely 
anxious that they should uot he <listnrhcd in the 
enjoyment of them, but should be permitted 
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71tietly to follow t/1eir own religious prejudicu, 
:hat the reader may possibly be a little curious 
:o know, what these said rights and privileges, 
md religious opinions and prejudices, are, for 
Nhich Mr. Twining entertains so strong a predi­
ection, and so earnest a desire to preserve them 
nviolate, for the comfort and happiness of the 
ioor natives of India. 

" I will therefore recite a few of them as 
:tatcd in Dr. Buchanan's Memoir; but my 
1erves will not suffer me to cut open the leaves,• 
o transcribe the whole. 

" It is then, (as Dr. Buchanan, who has re­
ided many years at Calcutta, and travelled over 
L large part of India, informs us,) one of the 
·eligious opinions and religious prejudices qf" tlze 
rliudoos, that it is their duty to shew their reve­
ence for their gods by immolating· human vic­
ims on the banks of the Gauges; by drowning 
hem in that river, or exposing them to be de­
·oured by sharks ; by hauging up female infants 
11 baskets in the open air, and leaving them to 
tarve; by devoting them~elves to death, by falling 
lesignedly under the wheels of the machines 
vhich carry their gods ; and by encouraging 
vidows to burn themselves on the funeral pile 

• Mr. Twining, speaking of Dr. Buchanan's Memoir, says: 
Here, Sir, my extracts from his work must terminate. 

1r I really cannot cut open tl,,e leave& which contain the 
iquel of such saoguioary doctrine.'' 



AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 353 

of their deceased husbands. This last most PART L 

horrible custom is still so prevalent even in the 
most populous and ci,·ilized part of India, that, 
in the year 1803, the number of women thus 
~acrificed, withi1i 30 miles rouud Calcutta, 
amounted to 275. The average number is about 
20 per month; and the late learned Mr. William 
Chambers calculated, that the number of women 
who perish by a self-devotement in the northern 
provinces of Hindoostan, is not less thau 10,000 
annual~I/-

" These are a few of the religious opinions, 
prejudices, and absurdities, (as .Mr. Twiniug 
calls them,) which he cherishes with so much 
tenderness, and for the sake of which he wishes 
to interdict the introduction of Christianity or 
the Scriptures into In<lia. He knows that such 
introduction would be a death-blow to these 
rigltts and privileges of the Hiudoos, and there­
fore is exerting all his power to a,ert the lwrrors 
of tlmt clreadj1tl clay when any such attempt 
shall be made. 

" Mr. Twining seems to Le possessed of a 
very amiable clispo;,;ition, great sensibility of 
mind, and great tenderness of uen es ; hut these 
excellent qualities of his display themsd res 
rather in a peculiar way. Of the chaacp,- of 
war, of any partial disaffoctiou to our Government 
of a civil or politic,11 nature, he says he has no 
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very serious dread. The usual objects of alarm 
iu tLese tremendous times, the overwhelming 
power of France, the probable loss of our com­
merce, our total separation from the Continent, 
mid the menaces of invasion ;-all these seem to 
in~pire him with no terror or apprehension. But 
when auy ment:011 is matle of that shocking and 
unpardonable crime of introducing Cltristianit9, 
or even circulating the Scriptures, over India, all 
his feeling·s are up in arms against so wicked 
a measure; his mind, he tells us, is oppressed 
wi·illt dread and astonislw1eul ; antl he deprecates, 
in tlie most mo,ing terms, the lwrrors of tltat 
dreadful day. Dreadful, however, as that day 
appears to Mr. Twining, it will, I trust, be 
viewed by a very large majority of India Pro­
prietors in a very different light ; as a day of 
joy and gladness and exultation ; a day that 
will confer on the natives of India the greatest 
blessing that Heaven in its bounty ever conferred 
upon mankind. 

" In a word, the question now to be dis­
cussed at the India House is one of the most 
important that ever came under consideration, 
either there, or even in the Legislature of this 
kingdom. It is nothing less than this; Whether 
fifty millions of people shall have the words of 
Eternal Life laid open to them, all the blessings 
and all the virtues of Christianity diffused 
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among thPm, aud all the glorit's of Heaven 
brought within tlwir read1, - or wht>tlwr they 
shall he f ,r l'Ver doomed to drown thf'msc\ves 
in the Gang-,·s, to throw themsehn; to the sharks, 
or under the carriages of their god~, to haug 
their children up iu baskets to be starved, and 
suffer 10,000 widows to be burnt to death every 
year. \Vhoever votes for Mr. Twining·'s question, 
votes for the continuance of those diabolical 
practices to the end of time, by interdicting 
lke only possible remedg there is for t/1eni; and 
after giving suclt a vote, let him lay his head 
quietly down on his pillow at night if he can." 

The publication of Lord Teignmouth, was en­
titled, " Considerations on the Practicability, 
Policy, and Obligation of communicating to the 
Natives of India the Knowledge of Christianity: 
with Observations 011 the Prefatory Remarks to 11, 

Pamphlet pnhlished by Major Scott Waring. 
By a late Resident in Bengal." Of this production 
it would _be difficult to speak in terms propor­
tioned to its merit,-:, without incurriug the sus­
picion of a desigu to write its panegyric. The 
unanswerable manner in which, both from argu­
ment and fact, it refuted the objections by which 
the measures of the Bible Society a11d the prn­
pagation of Christianity in India had been 
assailed, constituted its lowest praise. It was, 
in fact, a temperate aud enlightened apology fo1· 
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Christian principles, as affording the only se­
curity for sound legislation and permanent 
obedience ; and it united most happily the 
wisdom of the Statesman with the piety of the 
Christian. Had this pamphlet appeared in an 
earlier stage of the controversy, it would un­
doubtedly have superseded every other. But 
it did not come before the public, till the question 
had been agitated almost to satiety, and the 
professed objects of the opponents had been 
avowedly renounced. 

The subject, however, as taken up by Lord 
Teignmouth, was more than temporary; and the 
" Considerations," suggested by his Lordship, were 
adapted to throw light upon the question, when­
ever it should again be brought into discussion. 
The recent agitation of it, both in the Parliament 
and the country, redeemed this pamphlet from the 
comparative oblivion into which it had fallen; and 
it seems impossible that it should ever he read in 
a ~pirit of candor, without imparting fresh con­
-viction upon a subject of the deepest interest 
to the civil and religious welfare of mankind. 

The following extract, which forms the con­
clusion of the pamphlet, will amply justify what 
has been said in its commendation. 

" Happily, however, these are truths not to be 
found only in the writings of Prelates, or in the 
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11peculations of the closet: we may appeal to 
the records of Parliament for the sense of one 
branch of the Leg·islature 011 this head. For 
wlwu the East India Company's charter was 
last renewed, it was formally resolved, iu a Com­
mittPe of the whole house, " That it is the pe­
culiar and bounden duty of the Lt'gislature to 
promote, by all just and prudent means, the in­
terests and happine~s of the inhabitants of the 
British dominions in India ; and that for these 
ends, such measures ought to he acloptnl as may 
gradually tend to their ad\'ancement in useful 
knowled;:?;e, and to their religions and moral im­
provement. 

" The above resolution plainly declares, that 
it is our duty to e1ulearnur to promote the hap­
piness of our Eastern fellow-subjects ; while it 
clearly implies, that, in acquitting ourselves of 
this obligation, it ought to be one of the primary 
ohjects of our care, to impart to them the bless­
ings of our superior attaiuments in rt'ligion and 
morality. It would be strang·e indeed, if so 
t>nlig·htened an assc>mhly .is the House of Com­
morn;, could ha\"e entf'rtainnl a ditler1~nt opinion. 
In what new school of morals are we to Le 
taught, that the orcliuary principll's which en­
force on 11,-; the duty of lf'ss<·11i11;.;- to tlw utmost 
of our power llw mi~u-y, a11d of promoting the 
happiness, of onr fellow-creatures, do uot coui-
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prehend that branch of services which must he 
acknowledg·etl by every considerate mind to be 
beyond all others effectual for remeclyiug the 
one and increasing the other? Such an ex­
ception, if it exist at all, ought at least to be 
established by an undisputed authority. But 
we are not called upon at present to argue this 
question. 

" In opposition to this resolution of the House 
of Commons, a most extraordinary proposition 
has been advanced, not ouly denying that it is 
the duty of the Government of the parent state 
to endeavour, by safe and prudent and gradual 
means, such as i-ound discretion would suggest, 
and experience warrant, to communicate to om· 
East Indian Empire the blessings of om superior 
light and knowledge ; but even maintaining that 
Govemment ought to interpose its authority, 
professedly and exp1·essly for the purpose of 
obstructing and putting a stop to -all such at­
tempts, whether made by the missions of our 
venerable chartered Societies for the promotion 
of Christian knowledge, or by any others: and 
more particularly for preventing; the circulation, 
or even translation, of the Holy Scriptures into 
the Oriental languages. 

" Tims, while every othe1~ religion in India 
is left undisturhecl ; while the doctrines of the 
Koran are freely circulated, and those of the 
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Veclas and Shasters, left uumolested; the Govern­
meut of a country, prole,-siug- the Christian re­
ligion, is called upon to exert its power for 
barriug out every scattered ray of that re­
ligious aud moral light, which, throug-h the en­
deavours of auy charitable iuclividuals among 
us, might otherwise shiue upo11 the i11habita11ts 
of that benighted land. It goes, in elfoct, to 
annihilate all that has been doue for mon, than 
a hundred years, by the exertious of }li,;sw1mries, 
and the circulation of the Scriptures; and to 
cast back into the darkness of pa~anism those 
who had emerged from it: for such 11111st una­
,·oidably be the consequences of banishing Mis­
siouaries from ludia, and prohibitiug tl1e cir­
culation of the Scriptures amoag the 11atives. 

" Professing, with my countrymen iu genernl, 
my belief in the divine authority of the :Scrip­
tures, a11d in the doctrine of a superi11tencli11g 
Providence, so explicitly inculcated, aud so 
fully illustrated by inuumerable examples in 
the word of Goel; aucl still more that the de­
cliue and fall of states are the juclicial intlic­
tions of a divine hand, the p1111ish111ents of 
guilty nations ; I see, with the deept>st couccm, 
recommended, for the first time, the adoption 
of a system of coudud, by which we should 
take idolatry, with ail its µ;uilt, nuder 0111· special 
patronage, and endeavour to shut out all kuow-
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ledge of, I had almost said, all access to, the 
Almighty. 

" I am far from meaning to impute to those 
who have recommended such measures, any 
views or motives which they do not profess, or 
which they have disavowed; but the recom­
mendation itself is fairly chargeable with all 
the consequenc-es which I have assigned to it, 
although they may not ha,·e been considered 
by the authors or supporters of it. 

" But I think it my duty to make a solemn 
appeal to all who still retain the fear of God, 
and who admit that religion, and the course of 
conduct which it prescribes, are not to be 
banished from the affairs of nations, now when 
the political sky, so long overcast, has become 
more lowering and black than ever ;--whether 
this is a period for augmenting the weight of 
our national !'ins and provocations, by an exclu­
sive toleration of idolatry : a crime which, 
unless the Bible be a forgery, has actually drawn 
forth the heaviest denunciations of vengeance, and 
the most fearful inflictions of the divine dis­
pleasure. 

" Anxious as I am that the natives of India 
should become Christians; from a regard for 
their temporal happiness, and eternal welfare, I 
know that this is not to be effected by violence, 
nor by undue influence : and although I con-
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l'lider this country hound by thP strongest obli­
gations of dnty and intPrPst, (which will Pver be 
fom11l insPparahle,) to afford them the means 
of moral and reli;dous instruction, I haw no 
wish to limit that toleration which has been 
hitherto observed with rpspect to their rt'ligion, 
laws, and customs. On thf' contrary, I hold a 
persf'verance in the system of toleration, not 
only as just in itself, hut as essentially necessary 
to facilitate the means nsed for Htf'ir conversion; 
and those mer!11s should be conciliatory, under 
the guidance of pmdPnCP and discretion. But 
I should considPr a prohihition of thf' translation 
and circulation of mir Holy Scriptures, and the 
recal of the Missionaries, most fatal prognostics 
with respect to the permanency of the British 
dominion in India." 

It deserves attention, that while the friends 
of the British and l;meign Bible Society io 
England, were thus exerting themselves to protect 
it against an edict of expulsion from British 
India, its mends in that country, harrassed 
by an e<Jnally vexatious opposition, were recur­
ring to similar measures of remonsti·ance and 
defence. The di1,comageme11t and restraint to 
which the translation and clistiilmtion of the 
Scriptures had been sul!jected, after the re­
moval of Marquis Wellesley from the Govem-
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rnent of Bengal, were deservedly condemned 
both by Mr. Brown and Dr. Buchanan ; and, 
upon Lord Minto's arrival, and assumption of 
the supreme authority, Dr. Buchanan addressed 
a memorial to his Lordship, founded on certain 
public acts of the Beugal Government, antece­
dent to the period of his Lordship's administra­
tion, which Dr. Buchanan " considered to be 
dishonorable and mJurious to Christianity." 
Among these acts were distinctly specified, 

First, " The withdrawing of the patronage of 
Government from the translation of the Holy 
Scriptures into the Oriental tongues :" second, 
" attempting to suppress the translation of the 
Scriptures entirely." 

This Memorial is elated at Calcutta, N ovem­
ber 7, 1807; and it evinces the temperate firmness 
of a man, who, knowing that the Gospel is the 
power of God unto salvation, is neither ashamed 
to profess, nor afraid to defend it. 

Thus does it appear, that in Calcutta, and in 
London, were attempts simultaneously made to 
anest the stream of divine truth, just as it was 
issuing from its hallowed source to fertilize the 
moral deserts of Hindoostan. But He who gave 
the spring, had graciously decreed that the 
channels should not be obstructed. In pity to 
millions in existence, and to generations yet 
UDborn, He raised up advocates in either hemis-
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phere to bear their testimony ngainst this anti­
christian policy, and to prepare the way for those 
triumphs which the Bible was destined to obtain, 
in the fulues:s of time, among the nations of the 
East. 

But it will now be proper to resnrne our nar­
rative of the practical business of the lustitution. 
The Society it,;elf, in its collective capacity, took 
no share whate,·er in the controversy which en­
gaged so much of the public attention. lu that 
spirit of dignified moderation which has ever 
marked its character, it pmsued its course with 
unruftted calmness through all the vicissitudes of 
this painful trial ; manifesting neither disquie­
tude during the conflict, nor exultation in the 
event. 

Among the objects of a miscellaneous nature 
which occupied the Committee towards the close 
of the fourth year, were, grants of the Holy Scrip­
tures in different languages, to a variety of stations, 
both foreign and domestic. In this manner, 
Goree, Sierra Leone, New South "\,Vales, Gibraltar, 
Nova Scotia, New B1·1111swick, and Canada, were 
supplied with copies in English, Spanish, and 
Gaelic, according to thei1· respective necessities, 
and their presumed disposition to profit by the 
bounty of the Institution. In some of the cases 
here specified, the gift was improved in a manner 
greatly surpassing the warmest expectation, and 
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the kindness which conferred it, has since been 
repaid by liberal and successive contributions. 

Similar grants were also made to schools of 
g;ratuitous education, to charitable Institutions, 
and to such other petitioners as could prefer 
reasonahle claims to consideration and relief. 
These issues drew largely upon the Society's 
resources : the supply of the French prisoners 
alone, absorbed 7,000 copies of the Testament in 
that language ; and not a little was expended 
in accommodating the schools in Ireland, as well 
Roman Catholic, as Protestant, with the privilege 
of purchasing the English Scriptures at very re­
duced prices. 

The last was a case in which the feelings of 
the Committee ,•ery warmly accompanied e,•ery 
grant which emanated from their Board. Ireland 
was at all times a subject of affectionate solici­
tude ; and every opportunity was eagerly seized 
to draw forth the native energies of its inhabi­
tants, and assist them in their progress towards 
the acquisition of Scriptural knowledge. In the 
autumn of 1807, a Bible Committee was instituted 
by the Synod of Ulster; and, in the ensuing 
December, a Bible Society was established for 
the city and county of Cork, under the patronage 
of the Bishop of the diocese. Connecting these 
events with the recent accession of the highly 
respectable Archbishop of Cashel to the number 
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of their Vice-Presidents, the conductors of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society felt encouraged 
to hope that the period was not <listant, when 
Ireland would be seen arrayed in all he1· national 
strength, under the banners of the Bil.ile, and 
taking her full share in the great work of pro­
moting the dissemination of its sacred contents iu 
every portion of the world. 

The cares and fatigues incidental to the husi­
ness of the Society, were much less relieved this 
year than they ha<l been in the preceding stages 
of its history, by interesting accounts from foreign 
parts. The war which raged through so large a 
portion of Europe had sealed up most of the 
channels through which such accounts must re­
gularly pass ; and the edict which forbad the 
count1ies in alliance with France ( and which, by 
the success of its arms or its intri~·ues, con­
i;;tituted the principal nations on the Continent) 
to maintain a correspondence with .E11gla11d, not 
only restrained the friends of the Society from all 
direct intercourse with its conductors in London, 
but discouraged them from tra11smitti11~· i11telli­
ge11ce, with any degree of frequen<·y, through 
channels of circuitous and indirect communi­
cation. 

Scanty, however, as was the stock of infor­
mation thus obtained, it was still sufficient to 
counteract the depressing influence of present 
iutenuption ; aud to afford a satisfactory assu-
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ranee, that, amidst all the difficulties with which 
it was beset, on every hand, the cause of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society was neither 
retrograde nor stationary. Its conductors re­
flected, that they were engaged in promoting the 
disbibution of a book which " has God for its 
author, salvation for its end, and truth without 
any mixture of error for its matter."• In such 
an undertaking, they felt emboldened to expect a 
prosperous issue; and when they saw how steadily 
it advanced against a current of almost unex­
ampled discouragement, their faith in the event 
was greatly strengthened, and they seemed already 
to experience the fulfilment of the divine declara­
tion: I WILL WORK, AND WHO SHALL LET IT. t 

The German Society at Basle contrived to 
transmit a compendious report, from which it 
appeared, that they continued to lahor with un­
dimini:,;hed assiduity; the printing of the New 
Testament had actually commenced, and the 
Old Testament was on the point of being com­
mitted to the press. 

Even the Berlin Bible Society were enabled, 
by some unsuspected medium of correspondence, 
to gi"e expression to their feelings, both of grati­
tude and of sorrow. Embarrassed, but not dis~ 
couragecl, by the circumstances of their condition, 
they present " the fifty-sixth sheet of their 

• Locke. t Is. diii, 12. 
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Bohemian Bible," with an atfect111g mixture of 
anguish and exultatio11. While they acknowledge 
that their " distI·ess is very great," and that 
" thousands groan under the pressure of extreme 
poverty;" and " l'ecommend themselves to the 
continued sympathy and intercession" of the 
British and I•'oreign Bible Society, they glorify 
the Lord in the fires, and exclaim, through their 
Secretary: " Hallehtjah ! Blessed be the name 
of the Lord ! In the midst of the convulsions of 
worldly kingdoms, His kingdom will increasingly 
prosper." 

Such a strain as this, uttel'ed amidst the lamen­
tations of a despoiled and a subjugated people, 
illustrates the powel' of J'eal religion, and eYinces 
how little " the man of the earth" can effect in 
disquieting the subjects, or impeding the opera­
tions, of that kingdom which is not of this 
world. 

The intelligence recPived from other parts of 
the world, though, like that from Europe, 1·on­
tai11ing but little matter, was yet by no mean.; 
1lestitnte of interest and encourag·ement. Of thi11 
the reader may judge by the two following article. 
from two opposite points of the American con­
tinent, with which the facts of this year shall be 
concluded. 

The Spanish Testaments which had Leen dis­
patched to Monte Video, in the preceding year, 
were 11tated to 11.av~ proved highly acceptable, 
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and even to have obtained a rapid and extensive 
circulation. It was asserted by the correspon­
dent to whom they had been consigned, that this 
was the first instance in which Testaments in the 
Spanish language had found their way to South 
America. Applications for purchasing them were 
numerous; and among those who applied, were 
Roman Catholic p1'iest.'l, who not only received 
them themselves, but also " recommended them 
to others, as good and fair copies." 

It is not, however, to be diissembled, that, upon 
the expulsion of the British from that posession; an 
event which speedily followed, this act of kindness 
was superseded by measures of a very different 
description. Scarcely had the Spanish colours 
waved over this recovered settlement, when the 
Roman Catholic Bishop of Buenoi; Ayres, called 
in, under the severest ecclesiastical penalties, all 
copies of the New Testament, as well as of other 
religious publications distributed by the British 
during the period it remained in their occupation. 
Had this Prelate replaced the Testaments which 
he suppressed, by others more congenial with 
the version accredited by his church, there could 
have been no just ground for complaining of his 
conduct. As it was, the people were forcibly 
deprived of the light which had been furnished 
them by the British and Foreign Bible Society; 
and nothing was given them as a substitute for ita 
~idance, or an atonement for itlii loss. However, 
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the act of the Society was g;ood ; and many of its 
effects were <louhtlesi,;; LPyond the reach of in­
<p1isitorial exaction. To have propagated, under 
whatever disadvantaµ;ei-;, the word of God, is 
always to have <lone somethinµ;. That word, at 
011e period Ol' other, will have its operation. It 
slwll not (says its Author) return mito me void; 
but it slutll accompl,islt tlwt wlticlt I please, and it 
s/iall prosper i1t lite tlting wltereto I sent it. 

With the inLellig·ence just relened to from 
the South, was co1111ecte<l some pleasing· infol'­
mation from tl1l' ;\ orth; particularly from the 
Indian scttlellleuts 011 the lakes of Upper Canada. 
Here it was a:,;ce1tai11ed, that the Mohawk Gos­
pel of St. John, pri11ted by the Society, was 
conside!'ed an :,cceptable treasure. What added 
to the satisfaction illlpal'ted by this i11tellige11ce, 
was, that, to the thanks of the Imliaus who 
had received it, as tra111s111ittPd hy their Chief, 
Captain .l\01"to11, the tran~lator, was annexed a 
petition fol' a fa1tlier supply of eopies, " fol' the 
use of the Roman Catholic a11<1 other India11s 
inhabiting lower clown thP St. Lawrence." 

The foul'th Anniver:,;ary now Lrought the pm­
ceedings of the Society cluring anothel' yt•m·, 
under the re\ iew of its assembled suhscriLers a11d 
frieuds. The 111eeti11g was held at the same time 
and place as the prececling a1111i\ ('l'Sal'y had hecn; 
and, while the President reported, as usual, the 
transactiom; of the year, the Archbishop of Cashel, 
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(who had recently accepted the office of Vice­
President,) and the Bishop of Durham, united, 
with many other distinguished personages, in sup­
porting his Lordship, and countenancing the 
proceedings of the Institution, by their presence 
and their approbation. The business of the day 
renewed those emotions of concord and transport 
which have been described as characteristic of 
the former anniversaries. The scene was full of 
animation and interest. The conflicts and trials 
through which the Institution had passed, were 
all forgotten in the celebration of its successes ; 
or only remembered, to swell the predominant 
feelings of wonde1·, and gratitude, and joy. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

1808-9. 

THE year upon which we are now to C'lltC'r, 
presented, at its opening, a gloomy and J'f'Jmlsive 
aspPf:t. Clouds of mmsnal darkness O\'ersprcad 
the political horizon. The distress and pcrple.\.ity 
of tht' Enropean nations were extreme: the powers 
of hea\'en appeared literally to he shaken; and 
" the hea1·ts of men" were every where " failing 
them for fear, and for looking; after those things 
which seemed to he coming upon the Parth." 

A state of affairs so apparently impropitious, 
might have been expectnl to eheck the ardor, 
and discourage the Pxertions, of the British and 
},'oreign Bible Society. But its <·onductors fl'lt 
that they had a duty to dischar~c, which allowed 
uo place for despoll(le11cy or d<'jection. Auimatc:d, 
therefore, hy the spirit of their cause, the>y rc­
iUmPd with alacrity their iutermitted seniC"es; 
aml " went forth to tlwir work aud to their 
labor" in the assured Jl<'rs11asio11, that in due 
time they should reap, if tlwy faiutc>d rw,. 

At home, it is tr,w, partly, from tlw clefoat of 
itiii Ea1:1t Indian oppo11e11ts, aud partly from iti. 
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own increasing reputation, the Institution was eu­
couraged to bear np against the counteraction of 
the times, by the prospect of an effectual, though 
perhaps, a silent an<l g;radual extem,ion. But 
abroad, particularly on the continent of Europe, 
(by much the larg·est section of its field of opera­
tioni-,) the scene exhibite<l, was snch as to inspire 
very faint hopes of the Society's progress in any 
<lirection, and to threaten it, in some, with serious 
embarrassment, if not with absolute and 1·emedi­
Jess exclusion. 

It must, indeed, he admitte,l, that neithei· the 
procee1lings of the British and Foreign Bible 
So("iety, nor of its allied association;:, had, in any 
case, been subjected to direct and specific prohi­
bition. But the systematic rig·or with which 
English influence was opposed by the wide­
spreading domination of .France, rendered it in­
creasingly difficult and dangerous for the inhabi­
tants of the contineut, those of Sweden alone 
excepted, to maintain any sort of intercourse, 
however innocent or honorable, with Great Britain, 
or any of its clependeucies. In those countries, 
therefore, in which the councils or the arms of 
the common enemy prevailed, the utmost to which 
the Society, under present circumstances, could 
look, was, a silent and cautious advancement 011 

the part of their continental correspondents ; and 
a prosecution of the works already commenced, 
by that aid which might be occasionally admi-



A:SD FOREIGN BIULE SOCIETY. 

nisterecl to them, through ehannels of accidental 
and 1111ohsen-ed communication. 

Such was the fact with respect to the Societies 
at Berlin, and at Basie: accompanied, however, 
in each case, with i111licatio11s of confidence, and 
efforts towards progress, which rt'flected the 
hig·hest credit. upon their zeal and perlSen·rancP. 
The truth of this statement will more particularly 
appear from what is now to he briefly 11arrated, 
as carrying on the history of both these Insti­
tutions. 

At Bedin, the pri11ti11g of the Hohemiau Bible, 
which had been completed in SeptPmher, 1807, 
was followed by so rapid a distrih11tion of the 
copies, chiefly amoug the Protestant congTe­
gatiuns usiug that language in Bohemia and 
Silesia, as tu occasion regret that the impression 
had not beeu 11111ch more cousiderable. The 
success with ,, hich this work had been attended, 
aud the information acquired by the corres­
pondence tu which it led, suggested to the con­
d11ctors of the Society at Berlin, another and 
1-,earcely less importaut undertaking, an imprPs­
sion of the Polish Bible. Uudismayed hy the 
difficulties with which they were su1-ro11111lt>d, a11d 
relying, under God, on tlw expt>cled support of 
the British aud l~on,ig11 Bihle Socif't_v, tlin re­
solved to make the arduous atte111pt. Tlit>il" 
expectation fro111 the Ilriti~h aml Fort>i~11 Bihle 
Society was nut disappointed. U pun the fin;t 
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aid; and, by successive grants, amounting in the 
whole to 8001., induced its projectors to enlarge 
their edition from 5,000 Bibles (the number origi­
nally proposed) to 8,000 Bibles, and 2,000 addi­
tional Testaments. 

The proceedings of the Society at Berlin have 
been uniformly characterized by a spirit of gene­
rous enterprize; but their conduct iu the present 
instance, viewed in connection with the state of 
their city, and of the circumjacent country, ex­
hibits a display of Christian magnanimity, which 
de!c<erves our highest admiration. At a time when 
they had to lament, through the organ of their 
Secretary, " that the wounds of Prussia were still 
bleecling;," and that " the distress of multitudes 
was increasing, and hundreds of families were 
without employment, without bread,"--it was in 
this awful crisis of depression and impoverish­
ment, that the members of the Berlin Society, 
few in number, and low in resources, conceived 
the design of printing 5,000 copies of the Bible, 
for the benefit of their Polish fellow-Christians. 
They could not indeed withhold the confession, 
that, " owing to the desolating judgments which 
had lately befallen them, as a well-deserved 
punishment for their awful departure from God 
and His holy word, they had, in union with· their 
neighbours, been reduced to such circumstances, 
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that they could expect !Jut very small contri­
butions;" yet, trnsting with simplicity to the 
providence of God, and the promised co-opera­
tion of the British and l~orPigu Bilile Society, 
they rose aborn the influence of every appre­
hension, and fearlessly embarked in their pro­
posed undertaking. 

A similar spirit of relig·ious enterprise and per­
severance actuated the members of the Bible 
Society at Ba:-<le, and carried them successfully 
through difficulties which would have over­
whelmed men of weaker faith in the promises 
of God, and less ardent zeal for tlw propagation 
of His word. Amidst all the discouragements 
arising; from the severe visitation of poverty and 
distress, and still more from " the melancholy 
effects of a prerniling· spirit of luxmy and ingra­
titude,., they were enabled to issue their German 
Testament in the spring, and their complete Bible 
in the decline of Hl08. Ou the performauce of 
these works they had bestowed, as it appeared, 
Pxtraordinary pains; and they were already re­
warded by the testimony of approval with which 
they were received; and by the prospect of such a 
circulation as would be likely to create a demand 
for repeated editions. 

To these exertions on behalf of their German 
fellow-countrymen, the .Basie Society added thefr 
strenuous and useful efforts to supply their Pro­
testant neighbours in the South of f,'rance with 
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a similar advantage. They had already succeeded, 
greatly beyond their expectation, in clisposiug of 
l"rench Bibles, at reduced prices, to some ex­
cellent ministers of that persuasion in Languedoc."' 
This success had the efiect of stimulating the 
Basle Society to unde1take another edition of the 
French Testament ; and caused them to express 
their regret, that their funcls did not authorize 
them to take a forther step, by p1-iilting an im­
pression of the entire Bible in that language. 
Such an object had not escaped the notice of the 
British aud J<'oreign Bible Society, as likely, at 
one period or other, to come under the consi­
deration of their correspouclents at Basle. Under 
this conviction, they had, in a contract for stereo­
type plates of the J<'reuch Bible, designed for 
domestic use, expressly stipulated for duplicates, 
in orde1· that they might have it iu their power, 
by trnnsmitting a set to that station, to expeditt 
the accomplishment of so desirable au object, 
whenever it should be required. 

It ought not to be ornrlooked, of how much 
importance the Bible Society at Basie had become, 
as a vehicle for conveying the Scriptures in theii­
own language to the Protest.ants in the South of 
l<rance. The observation will confirm what has 
before been stated, of the advantages which were 

• One hundred pounds had been contributed by the British 
and foreign Bible Society for that purpose. 
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likely to atte11d tlw tra11sfer of the German Bible 
SoC'il'ty from Nnrenhf'r~· to Bf1,.:lf'. The aclrnu­
tage 110w allnclf'cl to, is 011e, thP mint' of which 
cannot he too highly appreciatecl: i11as11111ch as 
thf' Society at H.'\slP aflor<lPd the coll(lnctors of 
thP British ancl Foreign Hihlf' Society a 11p11tral 
aml unsuspectPil medium of inlt'rcom·,.:p with 
l~rance, cluring the long co11tin11ai11·c of those 
political circumstances which precluded them 
from all aC'cess to the inhabitants of that conntry, 
in every othf'r direction. 

In thP facts ahow reconlerl, the arlmiratiou 
of the reader has been din•ctPd towards the local 
Societies at Berlin, and at Ba,.;lc. It will 11ot 
detract from the praise which has heen deservedly 
bestowed 011 thPse excellent Establishments, to 
remark, that the Committee of the British and 
l~oreign Bible Society were uot deficient in afford­
ing them the means of struggling, with success, 
against the current of ad,·ersity. The i11terpo­
sition, hy tnrn!', of sympathizing counsel, and 
seasonable liberality, tended materially to d1Prish 
their hopes, strengthen their resonrces, and en­
comage them, thrnugh all the vicissitudes of 
impoverishment and vexation, not 011ly to con­
tinnP, bnt to augment, their opnatiorn,. 

An account has already heP11 give11 of the 
farnrable condition in which Sweden was sup­
posed to be with respect to the possession of the 
Scriptures. In consequence of that representa-
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tion, some years were suffered to elapse, without 
any attempt being made to promote, in that 
country, the work which, in a greater or less 
degree, was proceeding with effect in so many 
others. But the time was come, when Swedish 
inaction was to give place to an ardent zeal for 
disseminating the Holy Scriptures, and Stock­
holm was to add another Society to those already 
established for that purpose on the continent of 
Europe. 

The history of the Institution erected at Stock­
holm will be found to connect with the event 
of Mr. Paterson's retirement from Copenhagen 
on account of the war, and the investigation 
which, during the suspension of his labors in 
Denmark, he was led to prosecute in Sweden. 
The result of this investigation which had been 
made with diligence, and under circumstances 
favorable for ascertaining the truth, agreed 
with the report which had been previously re­
ceived, in some particulars, but differed from it 
in others, and those too of considerable impor­
tance. With that report it strictly concurred, 
so far as regarded the state of respectable fami­
lies, and the houses of farmers and inn-keepers ; 
in all which a Bible was regularly found: but 
here the agreement ended. The account trans­
mitted by Mr. Paterson described the families 
of inferior consideration, the inhabitants of cot­
tages and cabins, as almost totally destitute of 
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the word of God ; and represented the possession 
of a Bible, as an article of property, in the case 
of a senant or a laborer, to be a thing unknown, 
and, from the high price which it bore, almost 
impossible. 

The discrepancy between the two statements 
induced the Committee of the British . and .Fo­
reigu Bible Society to pause, before they should 
presume to determine what measures it might 
become them to take. Antecedently, therefore, 
to any decision upon the su~ject, they followed 
the line both of decorum and expediency, by 
referrin1?: the information of Mr. Paterson to the 
respectable Swedish authorities from which the 
more favorable intelligence had been derived. 
The event of t11is reference was an unequivocal 
confirmation of Mr. Paterson's statement, with 
respect to the wants of the lower classes in 
Sweden ; and a consequent resolution of the 
British and .Foreign Bible Society, to encourage 
the formation of an Establishment at Stockholm, 
for administering to their effectual and perma­
nent relief. 

Animated by the assurance of liberal co-ope­
ration from London, and by promises of support 
from persons of great respectahility in Stockholm, 
Mr. Paterson drew up a memorial on the want 
of the Scriptmes among the lower classes in 
Sweden, the duty of relieving it, and the means 
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by which that end might be attained. The 
effect of this memorial, combined with other 
exertions directed to the same object, was the 
establishment of an Institution at Stockholm, 
under the designation of " the Evangelical So­
ciety," and with the high sanction of the King 
and Pri,>y Council. The desire of effecting ce1·­
tai11 other religious purposes, and the impracti­
cability, at that period, of forming separate Insti­
tutions for each, rendered it expedient to incor­
porate the distribution of the Scriptures, and 
of Religious Tracts, &c. in one common esta­
blishment. ·with a view, however, to secme 
a strict conformity to the fundamental rule of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, that of 
circulating the Scriptures alone, provision was 
made in the constitution of " the Evangelical 
Society," that each of these objects should form 
the business of a separate dep:utment ; and both 
the income and expenditure attaching to each, 
be kept regularly and religiously distinct. 

The Stockholm Evangelical Society, having 
thus completed the orµ;anization which was ne­
cessary to qualify it for a connection with the 
British and Foreign Uible Society, announced 
its establishment, in a primary Address, dated 
the 20th of l~el,ruary, 1809. This Address 
breathes o:uch a spirit of warm and generous 
piety, and de;;cr1Les, with so much cleamess, 
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the origin, design, and circumstances, of the new 
Institution, that om narrntive will be both illus­
trated and enlivened by its insertion. 

" The Evangelical Society m Stockholm 
wishes to the Con1mittee of tht• British and 
Foreign Bible Society grnce and peace from 
Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and 
the Prince of the kin~s of the earth, that lo,·ed 
us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood. 

" Honored and beloved Brethren, 

" It is for the first time that we seek access to 
your venernhle Society. May it he granted to 
us, and accompaniPcl with the witness of the 
Spirit, that we are your fellow-partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light. Thus we salute 
each other with an holy salutation. 

" \Ve regard yon with revPrence. You have 
undertaken a ~Teat work ; and your exertions 
and fiacrifices are worthy of the grand aim which 
you have in view. 

" Yon extend your operations over the 1·e­
motest parts of the globe, a11<l the islands of the 
sea. All that remains of the daughter of Zion 
in Christendom n::ioice:s iu your light. Dis­
persed, like solitary cottages in a ,iueyard; 
concealed, as lonely lodgt~s in a garden of 
cucumbers; they feel their weary eyelids pressed 
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down by dark, sultry, and tempestuous clomls: 
yet a glimpse of cheering light penetrates their 
huts : they perceive, in the firmament of the 
Church, some morning stars ; and among these 
your Society shines most conspicuous. This 
sight gladdens their hearts, and they wait with 
patient expectation for the approaching rise of 
the Sun of Rig-hteousness. But even on the 
most distant nations, Mahomedan, as well as 
Heathen, who are sitting in darkness and in 
the shadow of death, this light now begins to 
dawn. With unexampled exertion-to each in 
his own language-you send the word of life. 
Oh, thou, our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come ; for thine i11 
the kingdom and the power anrl the glory for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

" It is impossible for us to describe the feel­
ings of admiration, which filled our minds, when 
we attentively perused the last Report of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. These Re­
ports cannot but excite esteem for all those men 
who labor in this cause, with such unwearied 
diligence, and consecrate all the powers of art 
and science to the service of God-and for a 
public which so generously aids these endeavours. 
Mr. Paterson, to whom we are indebted for the 
communication of the above Reports, has drawn 
our attention more than ever to the great want 
of Bibles which exists in various parts of our 
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country, chiefly among the lower classes of 
people ; at the same time, reminding us of our 
duty to relieve this want, and recommending 
means fo1· the attainment of this desirable object. 
This he <lid by an Address circulated in manu­
script among the friends of religion in this me­
tropolis; which gave rise to the establishment of 
a Society, denominated ' the Evangelical So­
ciety,' which we are happy to state has received 
the full approbation and sanction of our most 
gracious King. 

" After a mature deliberation, and having pre­
viously consulted several exalted Patrons, we 
found it most advisable not to form ourselves 
into a separate Bible Society, but to include 
in one Society the two-fold object, the circulation 
of the Sacred Scriptures, and the distribution of 
Religious Tracts. We therefore determined to 
entrust the execution of this design to one and 
the same Committee ; yet a fundamental rulli! 
was added, that each of the two branches should 
have its separate funds, and a distinct account 
of the income and expenditure of each should 
be kept, and annually laid before the puhliP. 
We hope this arrangement will mC'et with JOUI' 

approbation. 
" Om plan is to print (if possible) the Saned 

ScripturPs in the Swedish hrng-na~·e 011 ,-ta1uling 
types, and to hcgin this work with the New 
Te11tament. \Ve have already receivl'd some 
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donations for this purpose ; ancl we trust to meet 
with as much support as the present pressure 
of the times, and the distressed state of our 
country, will admit. But should we be left to our 
own resources alone, we fear it will take a long 
time, before we shall be able to procure the 
needful fund of types for the printing of the New 
Testament. To say the truth, this will be im­
possible, in our circumstances, for a number of 
years. 

" But the generous assistance you ham ghen 
to other countries, encourages us to dii-ect our 
eyes to you. Kindly remember the poor of our 
land ; for surely there are numbers amo11g us, 
who are poor in outward circumstances, but far 
more poor !itill in the saving knowledge of Jpsus 
Christ. Lcn<l them your helping hand; and let 
your noble humanity induce you to fa\or our 
new-born Society with your support in its i11fa11cy, 
that it 111ay grow up to a man iu Christ. We 
shall consider ourselves responsible to God and 
to you for the application of those means which 
you may think proper to eutrust to our care. 
Our ardent wish is to cuter upon t)1e execution 
of om· plan without delay, and to be helped by 
your experience, ad vice, and support. EYeIJ 
communication from you will be hig·hly ai::­
ccptable to us. Some of us understand so much 
of the English language, that they can conrey 
thP souse of a lettPr to the rest. But none can 
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write it ; you will therefore permit us to add1·ess 
you in German. Now, honored lH"ethren, we 
con1111e1ul our,;eh·es to your benenilence, frien<l­
i,hip, a11<l intcrces,;io11. .Fm·ewcll, and be happy 
in looking up to Jesus, the great Author aud 
Finisher of our faith. May his divine blessing 
accompany all your efforts for the propagatiou 
of that mystery of godliness which the Father 
and Lord of heaven aud earth has concealed 
from the wise and prurient of this world, and 
revealed unto babes. May all lands enjoy the 
blessings of the Gospel, and may the whole ea.rth 
Le filled with the knowledge and glory of 
God!" 

The receipt of this communication was co1·­
dially welcomed by the conductors of the British 
and }'oreign Bible Society. Projecting the spiri­
tual instruction of the whole humau race, they 
could 11ot but Yicw, with pleasure and thank­
fulness, s11cccssfre fostitutions, of a kiudred ua­
ture to their 01111, risin;;- into existence by their 
example, and challe11gi11g their friendship, coun­
tenance, and co-operatiou. The present also 
was a case iu which a peculiar interest was 

added to the e1 cut, by the antecedent improba­
bility of its uccu1-rc11ce in the capital of a countt·y, 
whose populatiou wa,; represented as haYiog 
" no want of Bibles." The result was, on the 
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part of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
an immediate grant of 3001., together with a 
congratulatory address on the accomplishment 
of an object calculated immediately to benefit 
the Swedish population, and ultimately, as it 
was hoped, to assist in promoting the welfare 
of mankind. 

Thus was a foundation laid in the capital of 
Sweden, upon which a National Bible Society 
was hereafter to be erected. The good produced 
in the meantime by this limited and temporary 
Establishment, exceeded any calculation which 
could have been made upon its probable means 
and exertions. Such was its activity, that it 
dispersed the sacred treasures of divine truth 
through an extensive range of country ; and 
many parts of the kingdom participated in its 
attention, which might have appeared to be 
removed beyond the reach of its operations, and 
almost of its concern. The Stockholm Evan­
gelical Society was, in fact, the first depot in 
which the Scriptures were printed and accumu­
lated for distribution in the N 01th of Europe. 
It was in the bosom of this Society that the 
zeal for circulating· the word of God, first kindled 
by the movements of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, continued to burn, till it had 
warmed into life the Swedish Provinces, and 
propagated through them a .kindred flame which 
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reached at length the very heart of the Russian 
Empire. 

Before taking; our leave of the European con­
tinent, it will not he unintere,-ting to follow the 
400 German Bibles, and 200 T<'sta111e11ts, de­
signed for the German colonies on the ha11ks of 
the W olga, * to their destination; and to ohscne 
the transport of joy and gratitude with \\'hi<'h tlH'Y 
were receivC>d by the poor, hut pion~, i11lial,ita11ts 
of that distant settlemf'11t. The scC>ne is ckscrihcd 
by the Rev. Mr. Hu]J(>r of Catharincnsta,lt, who 
assisted to distrilmte the books, as Pxrc<'dingly 
impressive; and it will appear from the followi11g 
statement, gfren hy himself, that hi:- own exertions 
contributed not a little to heighten the elfoct. 

" The Bibles and Testaments which were 
sent by the English Bible Society, as a present to 
the German colonies near thP \Volga, arc safely 
arrived, and have been distrihutcd among a 
number of poor people, hy whom tlwy wen' re­
ceived with great joy aml gratitude. To the 
distribution of them in four parishes I can speak 
myself, having been employed as the honor<!1l in­
strument of giving away 144 copies. Th<'se four 
Protestant parishes embracP 110 les,; tha11 thirty­
two villages, which are greatly clispcr,-ed, and 
at a very considerable distance from each other. 
But I made it a point to go to them all. Imme­
mediately after my arrival at a ,illage, I ar.-

• Sec p. 25:l. 
2C2 
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sembled the elders, and the schoolmaster of the 
congregation ; requested them to select the 
poorest young people who could read, and yet 
were entirely destitute of a Bible, and the means 
of procuring one; and gave them a short address, 
in which I endeavoured to impress their mindi 
with the inestimable value of the Holy Scrip­
ture,;: if it happened to be a Sunday, I preached 
in their church. I then told them of the gene­
rous g·ift of the English Bible Society ; and called 
upon the rich to assist me by their contributions, 
that these Bibles might be given to the young 
people, free from any expense of comeyance : 
or, if I could not succeed in this way, I went 
round in the village from house to house, begging 
as much as I wanted. The many thousand 
(English) miles which the Bibles and Testaments 
bad to travel, before they could reach us, made 
them come to about 20 copecks a Testament, 
and a rouble a Bible; and exactly thus much I 
collected among the congregations themselves, 
that the Scriptures might be gratuitously dis­
tributed among their most necessitous members. 
My journey was attended with trouble and ex­
pense; but I felt myself amply repaid hy the 
joyful sight I witnessed, and by the many tears 
of gratitude which I saw flow. Indeed, when I 
heard many an honest, godly man pronounce 
his blessing upon the remote benefactors, I felt 
so delighted, that I could have gladly made agaiu 
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this troublesome tour. Some very worthy people 
came on purpose to express to me their focli11~s 
on the occasion : ' Pray' ( said thPy) ' do uot 
for;i:et to return our most rn,pectful thaaks to this 
excellent Society ; aud t(•II them, that WI' i<·<'l 
quite constrained to implore a particular Llessing 
on such actire friends of Christ.'" 

A similar account was afterwards tramanitted 
from Lesnoi Karamisch, hy the Uev. Mr. HiPmer, 
who confirmed the description gi,·en Ly his col­
league of Catharinenstadt; and united with him 
in offering·" the thanks of the colonists, and more 
especially the poor, who had been presented. with 
Bibles or Testaments, for a donation so greatly 
esteemed. 

There is something- peculiarly gratifyin~ to a 
benevolent mind, in the contemplation of kindne;;;s, 
like that which has just been described, trarcl­
ling to the relief of objects, at once so obscure 
and so remote as to ha,·e precluded the hope, 
and it should have seemed, almost the possibility, 
of their receiving it from the quarter fro111 which 
it actually proceeded. Situated, as tlw Society 
was, in the metropolis of Great Britain, allll em-

• The following is ~iven by Mr. 11111,er as tlie in,criplion 
which he placed on th,· title-page of each Bil,lc: " This llible 
is the precious gift of the E11~ii,h Bibi,· Soeil'ly; 111'\'N 1o 
be sold, but to be made a good use of :--The Cle,·g) man wilt 
~t fail to make hi., inquiries hereafter." 

~Ca 
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barrassed in its movements by a multitude of 
intervening obstacles, it forms a pleasing spec­
tacle to behold it thus fetching up the waters 
of life from a low11 in Saxony, and dispersing 
them with such iuvigorating efficacy among the 
thirsty inhabitants of a secluded district on the 
borders of Tartary. 

This corn,ideration appears to have impressed 
very forcibly the mind of the Rev. Mr. Hiemer; 
and his reflection upon a review of the trans­
action, shall terminate this account. 

" I am indeed struck with admiration at the 
great work which God is carrying on in England, 
and at the zeal which the numerous Societies in 
that country, all animated by one spirit, display 
for the propagation of the Gospel throughout all 
parts of the globe. It appears to me, as if our 
blessed Saviour, in these days of general falling 
off and tribulation upon earth, were hastening 
to manifest himself to his people in his re-appear­
ing ; and that, as his Gospel must first be 
preached throughout the whole world, he has 
produced these extraordinar9 efforts, through the 
influence of his Spirit, for the express purpose 
that he may himself the sooner appear." 

While the cause of the Society was thus ad­
vancing, though by slow degrees, in countries 
subject to the dominion, or intimidated by the 
policy of our inveterate enemy, and establishing 
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itself with grf'at promisf' of success in the only 
king·dom in Europe which aAi:mled an open field 
for its free and nnrlis~emhled 01wrntio11s, its exer­
tions at home were contiuned with unahating 
alacrity, and nnwearied pPrseverauce. Large 
editions of the English and ,v t>l><h Scriptmes 
were put to pre1's; and to the impressions alrca,ly 
executed in the foreign lang-uages were added, 
in the course of this yPar, P(litions in the Portu­
guese, the Italian, the Ancient and Mo<leru Grel"k, 
the Dutch, and the Danish. 

In printing the Portuguese TPstament, the 
Society had respect to the 1rnmero11s individuals 
of that nation, serYing a hoard British vessels; 
to the PortugnPse i1,la11di- and colonies, by the 
events of the war subjected to the British crown ; 
and to the facilities presented, by a recent change 
of political circumstances, for distributing thP 
Scriptures in Portugal. 

The su~ject of the Italian and the Modem 
Greek Scriptnres was taken np, under a per­
suasion, to which co11silkrnhle encourage1111"11t 
had been giw11, that copies of them would be 
found ,·ery acceptahle in difforc~;1t parts of the 
:Mediterranean, anrl in the L1·nrnt. The atten­
tion of the Society hacl indee1I het·11 inci1lc11tally 
called* to tlH' cxpP1li011cy of pri11ti11~ the Scrip­
tures in Molli-I'll Gi-eek at a ,cry early perio1l 

~ By the llev. D. llngue, of Gosport. 
2 C 4 
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the suggestion ; (for such was the form in which 
it purported to be g;iven and received ;) but it 
was not till the commencement of 1808, that 
any serious consideration was bestowed upon it. 

Shortly previous to that time, the arri,·al of 
the Rev. J. F. Usko in this country from the 
Levant, a circumstance occasioned by the rupture 
between Great Britain and the Porte, had, 
through the intervention of Bishop Porteus, 
brought into communication with the conductors 
of the Society a man, who, in addition to the 
knowledge he was reputed to possess of the 
European and Oriental languages in general, had 
acquired, by a long residence at Smyrna, an 
intimate acquaintance with the dialect, the 
opinions, and the habits of the Modern Greeks. 

To Mr. Usko were submitted the several par­
ticulars on which the question of printing a por­
tion of the Scriptures in their own dialect, for 
the use of this people, principally turned; and 
the opinions he gave on them severally, led to 
an unanimous decision in favor of the experiment. 
The only point on which any serious doubt had 
been entertained, was, whether the projected 
edition would be generally, or at all, received by 
the Modern Greeks. To the query suggested 
by this doubt, Mr. Usko replied, that the Modem 
Greek5, having changed the ancient lang·uage of 
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their ancestors into a nPw one, as the Italians hail 
done the Latin, made use of the modern or new* 
languag·e in all tra11sactio11s of busi1wss, in con­
versation, and in correspondencP; and that 
althoug·h they employed the a11cie11t iu their 
churches for diYine senicP, y1~t they pn•ached 
in the nligar tongue: that their Patriarch and 
themseh·es, when thPy addressed the peoplP in 
the Church, did it always in the mod1·rn lan­
guage, as he had himself had many oppor­
tunities of observing; and, finally, that translations 
of European hooks, and originr.l compositions, 
both in prose and Yerse, were very current in 
this language, and read by the people (as being 
much more intelligible to them thau the ancient 
Greek authors) with great readiness and delight. 
Mr. Usko's conclusion therefore was, that an 
edition of the New Testament in their own lan­
guage would be very ag-reeable to the Modern 
Greeks; and this conclusion, as \\ill hereafter 
appear, has been, aml continues to he, increas­
ingly confirmed.t 

To the benefit derived on this occasion from 

• For an excellent account of this new language, called lhe 
Neo-Greek, or Romeika, see Mr. Butler• Horr£ Biblic<£, p. laa. 

t The reception given to the first translation in IG311, was 
not very encouraging. " Si qmcras (saJs Largiws in his Dis• 
•ertatiou on this edition) in 11uo prctio Ii.cc vcrsio sit (ira•cis 
liabita, omnino responclcndum fucrit, prctium vix adeo mag­
•um illam fuissc consecutam in Grrecia." The editiou iu 170:1, 
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Mr. Usko's knowledge and judgment, was added 
that of his personal services, voluntarily ten­
dered, and thankfully accepted, in correcting the 
press. The work was printed from the edition 
at Halle, in 1710 ; but ( as was the case in the 
first translation printed at Geneva in 1638) with 
the Ancient and Modern Greek in parallel co­
lums. This plan was recommended by Dr. 
Adam Clarke, and approved by Mr. U sko : to 
the latter were awarded, in return for his valuable 
labors, the thanks of the Committee ; the only 
remuneration he would consent to receive for 
assistance which he was not more able than 
willing· to impart. 

To the printing of the Scriptures in the two last 
of the before-named languages, the Dutch and the 
Danish, the Society was first stimulated by 
affecting rep1·esentations of the great want of 
Bibles and Testaments among the prisoners of 
war belonging· to those nations, but particularly 
to the latter. The Rev. Dr. Werninck, Minister 
of the Dutch, and the Rev. U. F. Rosing, Mi­
nister of the Danish Churches in London, were 
the individuals, who, with a zeal and sympathy 

containing a preface offensive to the Greek Bishops, was burnt, 
by order of the Patriarch of Constantinople. (See Ho,·,z 
Biblica,, p. 160.) To these facts, the acceptance with which 
the Society's edition (without preface or notes) has been 
favored, and the sanction which it has obtained from the­
l'atriarch, form a very grateful and interesting contrast. 
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which reflected great honor on theii- pastoral 
functions, made known to the Society the spiritual 
wauts of their capti, e countrymen, at11l earnestly 
pleaded for their relief. " If" (said Mr. Rosing) 
" the µ;ift of the Biule he a ,,aluaule thing to 
every perso11, it must he peculiarly so to the man 
who is co111i11ecl within the narrow walls of a 
prison. Without elllployment, with hii,: time 
hanµ;ing heavy, and misery pressing har<l upon 
him, he will Le naturally excited to receive the 
instructio11, to seek the comfort, and to follow 
the ad vice of religion ; in proportion as he 
feels hilllself in want of her ai<l, and discovers 
in her his only resource and refuge." Mr. Rosing 
then goes on to state, that the number of Danish 
prisoners of war at the several depots, amounted 
to 2,782; that among more than 1,300 whom he 
had "isited at Chatham, he had found but two 
Bibles ; and that he had reason to believe, that 
the rest were uot in a less destitute situation. 
"If, therefore," (adds Mr. Rosing) " through the 
generous efforts of your Society, Bibles could be 
procured for them, an actual want will unques­
tionably be supplied ; and tht>y will have to thank 
the Society for hlessi11gs wlticlt could not /,ave been 
derived from any oilier source."* The result of 

~ When the depbt at Greenlaw was ,isited by a deputation 
from the Edinburgh Bible Society, in 1800, hrtween five and 
six hundred Danish prisoners were found, and only one Danish 
Bible among 1/1.em, which the owucr said he had sa,ed out of 
many things which he had lost. 
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these pleadings, on the part of Dr. Werninck; 
am! Mr. Rosing, was a determination to priut 
both a Dutch and a Danish New Testament; and 
the extent of the editio11s in each case was cal­
culated by a reference to the prospect of their 
being circulated with acceptance in the Dutch 
and Danish colonies, both in the East and West 
Indies, which in the comse of the war had uni­
versally fallen under the dominion of Great 
Britain. 

In the mean time, those measures which had 
been adopted for supplying the hospitals, goals, 
and workhouses, throughout the kingdom, were 
carried on with vigor and regularity ; and every 
opportunity was embraced to distribute copies of 
the Scriptures, in those languages in which the 
Society possessed them, whe1·ever a probability 
existed of their bei11g thankfully received, and 
attentively pemsed. Whether the applications 
proceeded from those who were nigh, or from 
those who were afar off; whether they respected 
kindred or aliens, the destitute of our own, or of 
foreign countries; they found a Board always 
prepared to g-ive them a kind reception, and to 
administer, to the full extent of its means, a prnmpt 
and effectual supply. 

It is scarcely possible to estimate the good 
which may have been effected through the in­
strumeutality of an Institution at once so vigilant 
and so active. Unfettered by ceremonious for-
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n1ality, exclusive attachment, or minute calcu­
lation, it felt simply and capaciously for the 
spiritual wants of mankind ; and, in the contem­
plation of their relief, made no distinction of 
nation or communion ; and declined 110 sacrifice, 
either of exertion or expenditure. Aware that, 
on a sudden, demand,; might be ma1k, and 
opportunities of distribution might ofter, and 
unwilling that any should be suffered to pasli 

away without a suitable degree of attention and 
improvement, the Society was careful to provide 
against surprise, by keeping in hand a competent 
11;tock of the Scriptures, in the languages to which 
such exigences were thought most likely to 
apply. It resulted from this policy, that when 
the British Government allowed the Spanish 
prisoners of war to join the patriotic standard 
which their countrymen had unexpectedly erected 
against the invader and enslaver of thefr nation, 
the ag·ents of the British and Foreign Bible So­
ciety were prepared to accompany this generom1 
act of release, with the ~ift of a Spanish New 
Testament. Se,·en hundred and seventy-five of 
these captirns received, each a copy, as they 
embarked for the land of their nativity ; and, 
with tears of joy and thaukfuluess, they carried 
off tlw precious seed, to spread it O\er a soil 
in which, prrhaps, it has ht~eu le~s "paringly 
!!OWII than in almost any other portion of Chris­
tendom. 

111 like manner, wlien, i11 the mouth of Ja!1uary, 

J07 

PART J. 
t:;HAP. 

VI. ._.,_, 
1808-11. 



398 

PART I. 
CHAP. 

VI. .._,,._, 
1808-9. 

HISTORY OF THE BRITISH 

1809, part of Junot's army were driven into 
Penzance by foul weather, the Society, informed 
of this occurrence, dispatched, without delay, a 
supply of French Testaments, which were im­
mediately distributed among this band of enemies ; 
and the person who applied for, and distributed 
them, W. H. Hoare, Esq. an active aud bene­
volent member of the Committee, reported, that 
they were received with gratitude, and that on 
the following morning he found two French 
officers reading them with attention. In this, 
and in all similar cases, the Society appeared, 
it should be observed, on ground which no In­
stitution before had undertaken to occupy ; and 
the receiver of its gifts had (in the just language 
of Mr. Rosing) " to thank it for blessings which 
they could not have derived from any other 
1,10urce." 

It was while thus employed in prosecuting the 
general concerns of the Society, dispensing copie11 
of the Sc1iptures to some, preparing them for 
others, and projecting their dispersion among all, 
that the Committee received the important intel­
ligence of the establishment of a Bible Society 
in the city of Philadelphia.• This event, which 

• The following triliute of respect to the memory of a 
leading promoter of this Society, will be read with sympathy 
by every friend to the general cause. 

" While the managers of this Society offer their gratitude to 
Almighty God, for preserving their body, during past years, 
from vacancies produced by death, they are, oo tbii occaliio-. 
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took place on the 12th of Decembe1·, 1808, gave 
to the lil'itish aud Fol'eign Bible Society an auspi­
cious entrance on the western continent ; and 
opened to its conductors prospects of useful­
ness in the new world, little infol'ior to those 
which it had hitherto enjoyed in the old. The 
intelligence was officially announced in terms 
which ascribed the formation of the Philadelphia 
Bible Society to the example and influence of the 
British and :Foreig;n Bible Society, and respect­
fully and affectionately dele1Ted to it as to a pa­
troness and a parent. In an admirable address, 
the managers of this first American Society un­
folded their views \\ith regard to the origi11 and 
design of their Institution. Its origin (as ha:s al­
ready been mentioned) they attribute " to the ex­
ample offered, and the efforts made, by the B1·itish 
and Foreign Bible Society." "Fl'om the time" 
(they say) " that it was known in this city, it at-

oiled to the mournful duty of paying a lrihule of n,spcct due 
to Lheir late veuerable asso~iate, Dr. Benjamin Rush, of Lhis city. 
It was with deep regret that they heard of his decease. He 
was not merely an honor lo his profession and to his country, 
as a physician, hut an ornament to religion, as a zealous frieml 
of the [lil,le. Amon11: Lhe first to give existence and energy lo 
this Society, he drafted its constitution; and ner since it• 
establishment he was one of its Vice-Presidents. A good l'ro­
vidcnce, it is ho1wd, will fill up those ,acaucies amou~ the 
1upporlers of Bil.,le lmtitution, which d,·ath, time aflcr time, 
may producc."-Fifth Report of tli• PhiladelpMa Bibi, So­
t-illj. 
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tracted the marked attention of several person~ 
accustomed to take an interest in whatever is cal­
culated to extend the influence of revealed truth . 
It was immediately seen, that the necessity for 
such an Institution was the same here as in 
Europe ; and that there was every reason to 
believe, that, if suitable exertions were made, it 
could not fail of encouragement." After assigning 
their reasons for choosing their limited designa­
tion, they express a hope, " that the time is not 
distant when they shall see Institutions similar to 
their own, in the town of Boston, and in the 
cities of New Ha,,en, New Y orU; Baltimore, 
Richmond, and Savannah, and in the town of 
Lexington, and the st.ate of Kentucky." And 
they assert, that they " will at all times be ready 
cordially to greet, as a sister-Institution, every 
Bible Society, in whatever place or part of their 
country it shall appear." 

In explaining their design, they state tln~t " it 
is to the poor, chiefly, they have it in expectation 
to send the inspired and authentic records of the 
gospel :" " to enable them to see for themselvelil 
the provision made by the l~ather of mercies, to 
sustain them under the privations and sufferinglil 
of time, by the hope of happiness in eternity." 

But" while the poor, generally, will thus claim 
the peculiar notice of the Society, a still more 
especial regard" (they observe) " may be shown 
to those who suffer from confinement, or from 
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crinw, as well as from poverty. \Ve cannot 
express if' (they add) " without emotion, that we 
hopP tlw time is at haucl, wheu the beams of the 
Sun of Ri/;htt'o11sness, reflected from the Holy 
Scripture, will pe11etrate and cheer the gloom of 
e\·ery prison in the State of Pennsylvania." 

From the poor, and the prisoner, they pass 
to families in co11fi11ed circumstances; to sol­
diers and sailors, who " would, they are per­
suaded, often prize the gift of a Bible, and 
find in it the Lest !>Ullport and solace of their 
hazardous and laborious occupations ;" and to 
" the Indians on the frontiers, and the poor 
Africans, scattered through the States :" and, 
finally, they sum up the particulars of their design 
in this compendious declaration, " It is, indeed, 
not easy to foresee all the cases which may 
occur, to demand the attention of the Society. 
As they arise, they will be distinctly considered, 
and the general rnle of proceeding· will Le­
WHEIIEVER THE BIBLE Ot:GHT TO llE POSSESSED, 

J.ND CANNOT, OR WILL ]1;01', OTHERWISE IlE OB­

TAINED, THERE TO IIESTOW IT FREELY." 

In this address (the whole of which is well 
worthy of perusal) may be seen the prototype of 
the numerous adclressf•s, reco111nw11clatory of 
Bible Societies, which han~ siuce done so much 
honor to the religious charact<'r of the Americans; 
and contributed so greatly lo e11lar1;·e the i;tock, 
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both of argument and exhortation, in favor of the 
distribution of the Scriptures. If to Great Britain 
belongs the honor of prnducing the Philadelphia 
Bible Society, Philadelphia may, on her part, 
claim equally the hon01· of having set the first 
example of a Bible Society in the United States 
of America; and of having, by her zeal, liberality, 
and discriminative wisdom, induced so extensive 
an imitation of her conduct, as not to leave a 
~ingle State throughout the Union, unprovided 
with one or more of these excellent und most 
useful Establishments. 

The British and Foreign Bible Society lost no 
time in expressing, according to its usual manner, 
its joy on receiving the interesting communication 
which has just been transcribed, and its desire 
to improve the event to which it referred, for 
the advantage of the general cause. The sum 
of 2001. was immediately voted to this Trans-At­
lantic auxiliary ; and in the letter which con­
veyed intelligence of the grant, the conductors 
of the Philadelphia Society were admonished 
to " proceed in giving to their infant Institution 
every possible degree of latitude and efficacy :" 
" to hold out the Sacred Scriptures in their 
naked simplicity, as a rallying point to the 
several denominations of Christians in the Ame­
rican Union: and to reckon, in the prosecution 
of this glo1-ious work, upon the blessing of God, 
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the prayers of all good men, and the cordial 
co-operation of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society." 

The formation of the first Bible Society in 
the United States of America was soon after 
followed by another event, not less memorable 
in the History of the Institution, the establish­
ment of the first Auxiliary Bible Society in Great 
Britain. Glasgow, London, and Birmingham, 
have been severally particularized, as givi11g 
existence, in the order now described, though 
on dilfe1·ent scales of magnitude, to " Associa­
tions," contributing in a collective form to the 
funds of the Institution: but it was reserved for 
the town of Reading to give to the country, 
and to the world, the first example of a regular 
" Auxiliary Bible Society." 

It had, for some time past, been an object 
with the Committee of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, to promote the establishment of 
local Associations. With this view, they inserted 
in their l~ourth Report the following passage, 
recommendatory of such establishments. 

" The Association established in London for 
contributing to its funds have co11tinued their 
active exertions with increased effect. And the 
funds of the Society have received an augnwn­
tation from Congregational Collections in E11;!;land, 
;i.s well as from the liberality of in<lividuak In 
their Appendix to theil' Second Report, your 
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Committee published an extract from the reso~ 
lntion of the Birmingham Association, as afford­
ing an example of a plan of proceeding pecu­
liarly adapted to aid the object of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society; and the benefit 
which has been derived from it, as well as from 
the Association in London, and a similar one 
in Glasgow, makes them anxious to point out 
these Associations which have been established 
for the special purpose of aiding the funds of 
this Society, in the hopes that they will become 
objects of imitation, wherever such a measure 
is practicable, throughout the island." 

In what degree these hints contributed to the 
movement which took place at Reading, it iR 
neither easy to ascertain, nor material to inquire. 
Our purpose will be sufficiently answered, by 
describing briefly the manner in which the for­
mation of this Auxiliary Society was brought 
about, and specifying· the agents who princi­
pally contributed to its establishment. 

Previously, however, to entering into this de­
tail, it will he proper to observe, that, in the year 
1807, a Society had been formed at Greenock 
in Scotland, under the designation of " The 
G1·eenock and Port Glasgow Society," for the pro­
fessed object " of circulating the Holy Scriptures 
in places where they are most wanted, and of­
assisting other Societies which have the same 
views." This Society, though not tributary to the· 
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British and Foreign Bible Society exclusively, and, 
therefore, not claiming to he 1·egarded as one of its 
professed Auxiliary Societies, c01mih11ted very li­
berally to its resources; and, upon mergini,r into 
the " Greenock and Port Glasgow West Ren­
frewshire Bible Society," in 181:J, transmitted, ail 
a final contribution, the remainder of its fm11!1<, 
with a valedictory letter, in which the Secretary 
thus expresses the sentiments of the body. 

" The dissolution of a Society which, during 
six years, has afforded to its Members so many 
delightful opportunities of cultivating- the prin­
ciples of mutual charity, as well as of contributing 
to improve the spiritual condition of many of 
their fellow-creatures, could not be contemplated 
without feelings of deep regret, which nothing 
could have countervailed but the confident expec­
tation, that, hy the change, the same object will 
be can-ied forward on a scale greatly enlarged, 
a.nd with a vigor and success proportioned to 
the number and influence of the pcr;:ons engaged. 

" Permit me only, farther, in the name of the 
late Greenock and Port Glasgow Bihlc Society, 
to retnm to the Parent Socirty, through yl>u, 
their grnteful thanks for the atte11tio11 with which 
they have all along· been honored, and to express 
their fervent wishes, that the great and henevolcnt 
plans which they have hPen tt~d to form, may he 
crowned with sucet!ss, and he thr 111cans of 
accelerating that happy period, when all nations 
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!!hall read and hear in their own tongue the won­
derful works of God." 

Having endeavored to do some justice to an 
unassuming but meritorious Institution, the author 
will now return to the subject of the Reading 
Auxiliary Bible Society. 

The Rev. Dr. Valpy, of Reading, whose eru­
dition and philanthropy have conferred no ordi­
nary reputation on that town which has for so 
many years been the seat of his scholastic labors, 
had distinguished his attachment to the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, by preaching on its 
behalf, both at Wallingford and at Wrington, 
and by other unequivocal testimonies of a concern 
for its welfare. Through the persevering exert.ions 
of this gentleman and others who participated in 
his sentiments and feelings, a Public Meeting 
was convened in the Town Hall at Reading, 
under the sanction of the Mayor, on the 28th 
of March, 1809; when an " Auxiliary Bible So­
ciety" was established for the town and vicinity 
of Reading, on the principles and " regulations 
of the Parent Society," and with the professed 
design of " contributing to its laudable under­
taking." The business of the day was rendered 
particularly interesting by the presence of the 
venerable William Sharp,• Esq., at that time 

~ May the author be permitted, when mentioning a name, 
so dear to himself, and so deserving of affi!ctionate commemo-
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vet·ging on his eigfay-firi;t yea1·; and its object 
wais materially protnoted by the countenance 
giren to it on the part of the Hev. Hobert N arei-, 
Archdeacon of Stafford, and Vicar of St. Mary's, 
Reading. 

To Archdeacon Nares the authot· has per­
sonal oblig·ations, which he is happy to find any 
opportunity of aclrnowledging: but he is only dis-

ration by every friend of religion and humanity, to trespu,, 
by a brief extract from a Discourse delivered by him on occa­
sion of the death of that excellent man, an,l referring expressl:y 
to his regard for the British and Foreign Bible Society 1 

" He loved affectionately all good men. The strictness 
of his Creed-for in this he nner relaxed-in no degree 
interfered with the expansion of his heart. He honored the 
image of God, ,vherHer he seemed to discover it; and re­
joiced in every measure which tended to bring within the 
bonds of brotherly love, the disunited members of the Church 
of Christ. By this impulse of Christian charity he was led 
to hail the establishment of that Society which promised lo 
facilitate, in a degree beyond all former precedent, the accom­
plisbmeut of so desirable an end. He wattched the progress 
of this Institution, while its line was going out through all 
the earth, and its words to the rnd of thr world; promote,! 
its interests by all the powers which remained to him, holh 
of body and mind; and honored its aunivcrsaries by the 
countenance of his ,•enerable presence, and by the applauding 
te•timony of his tears. Five of these festirnls he had witnessed; 
and it was the desire of his heart-were it consistent with 
tl1at will to which lie was alwap resignt'd--to witness "sixth, 
But he bad another, and a heller dcstinatiou: for ,·n• Lhal 
era should arrive, he was lo take his place in a higher regiou; 
and to celebrate the triumphs of Christian faiLl.i and 101•~ 

in a larger and more august assembly." 
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charg·ing a public duty, when he bears testimony 
to the decided attachment which the A1·chdeacon 
has manifested to the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, and to the constancy with which, through 
all the vicissitudes of public opinion, he has 
persevered to support and defend it.* 

The Reading Auxiliary Bible Society very 
l'iOOn obtained the patronag·e of the Bishop of 
Salisbury, who cheerfully became its President: 
and of su great importance did this Institution 
appear to Bishop Porteus, that his Lordship re­
printed, on a separate sheet, the report of the pro­
ceedings at its formation, as it appeared in the 
county papers ; and distributed copies, with great 
zeal and earnestness, among several of his clergy, 
as well as more particular friends. 

This event, together with the formation of " the 

• It redounds to the credit of the Archdeacon, that " The 
British Critic," during the period that it continued under bis 
management, was the faithful ally of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society; and, with the exception of one article, ob­
truded upon the editor from an opponent of high ,·ank, now 
110 more, it uniformly defended the Institution against the 
insinuations an<l the calumnies with which it was so perse­
veringly assailed. Perhaps, if it were publicly known into 
>1·hose hands the property has passed since the Archdeacon 
resigned it, some account might be given of the cause which 
has led to the strange, an<l almost unexampled inconsistency, 
of makinr! a publication of respectable name the instrument 
of stultifying itsell; an<l of giving the lie to almost every 
thing it has advanced for a number of years in behalf et' a 
;,:rcat National Institution. 
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Bible Society of N otti11;:;ham and its Vicinity:· 
which took place 011 tlw ;~0th of the samr month, 
was regarded hy the Committt•e of the British and 
l~oreign Bible Society, with a similar lt>eli11g to 
that which it had excited in the breast of the 
g-ood Bishop of London. The sense tht•y Pnh:-r­
tained of the value of these lustitutio11s, and their 
desire of exciting thl"ough them a spirit of emu­
lation, were thus expressed in the Amrnal Ile­
port which it may not be amiss to anticipate. 

" It is with senti111e11ts of the si11cerest satis­
faction that your Committee advert to an cn°11t, of 
which, from the notoriety g·ivPn to it through the 
public papers, the Members of the Society can 
scarcely be ignorant: your Committee allude to 
the formation of au Auxiliary Bible Society at 
Reading, in aid of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. The zealous and eflectual 111am1er in 
which the Reading Bible Society has been con­
stituted, the distinguished patronage which it 
has obtained, (the Right H.Pv. the Loni Bishop 
of Salisbury, one of your Vice-Presidents, having 
accepted the P1·esidency of it,) and finally, the 
liberality and union so unanimously manifested 
in its support, entitle its promoters and con­
trilmtors to the respect and gratitude uf the 
Parent Institution. 

" lutellige11ce has also been very 1-cc1•ntly 1-c­
ceived of auothcr Auxiliary Institution ha\ i11g 
been formed at Nottingham, undn the desig·-
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nation of ' The Bible Society of Nottingham and 
its Vi,:_-inity.' 

" Your Committee are so deeply impressed 
with the advantag·e which must result to the 
interests and usefulness of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society from such Establishments in aid of 
their funds, that they earnestly recommend the 
precedents furnished by ' the Birmingham Asso­
ciation,' ' the Reading Auxiliary Society,' and 
'the Bible Society of Nottingham and its Vicinity,' 
(the several regulations of which will be found 
in the Appendix to this Report,) to the con-
11ideration of such towns throughout the king­
dom as may be disposed to promote the object 
of their Institution." 

The indications which the establishment of 
these Auxiliary Societies• was considered to 
give of the advancement of the Parent lusti-

~ The author might perhaps have beeo excused, had he 
treated the origin of Auxiliary Societies-an inslrument of so 
great efficacy-as adding another to the many iostaoces 
io which Provideoce appears to have favored the British and 
Foreigo Bible Society. Dr. Wordsworth prolesses to regard 
the adoption of a similar expedient in the year 1610 by the 
Society for Promoling Christian Knowledge, " as a merciful 
example of tbe fulfilment of his word, who has promised to 
be witb his church unto the eod of the world." 

Letter to Lord Teignmoutk, p. 157. 

The devout reader, who, with the author, is a siocere well­
wisher to both Iostitutions, will probably be of opinion, 
lhat ■either observatioo is altogether destitute of truth. 
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tution in the public est<>em, were strengthened 
by the unequivocal evidence of a growing dis­
position throughout the Empire to encourage 
its exertions, and improve its resomces. 

Ireland had indeed too many demands from 
her own population upon the sleude1· funds of 
her two Bible Societies, at Dublin, and at Cork, to 
have any thing to spare for the promotion of the 
general cause. It was obvious that the connec­
tion of these bodies with the Parent Society in 
London, must, from the circumstances of their 
situation, be, for a period at least, a connection 
of dependence, or of mutual good-will. The only 
way in which they could be expected to con­
tribute to its interest, would be by occupying, 
with its aid, in a field-and that a most important 
one too-from which its labors must otherwise 
be excluded; and by returning the pecuniary 
supplies which they occasionally received from 
its liberality, in the fruits of a vigorous and suc­
cessful co-operation. 

The following extracts from their respective 
Reports, while they communicate gen~ral infor­
mation on the state of Ireland as to the Holy 
Scriptures, will show, that the hope of vigorou11 
co-operation in that quarter with the British 
and l~oreign Bible Society was not without rea­
sonable foundation. 

" During the time your Committee have been 
in office," (say the Committeo of the Hibernian 
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Bible Society*,) " they have had repeated proof.-i 
of the necessity and usefulness of the Society. 
A very general desire to purchase and read the 
Bible prevails in Ireland; and yet in seYeral 
parts of the country, the Bible cannot be obtained, 
at least, by the lower classes. A letter from a 
clergyman, in a very populous district of tht> 

. • The Report of the Hibernian Bible Society was read to 
the General Meeting al Dublin, November 14, 1808, in the 
presence of the Archbishop of Dublin, (the Earl of Norman ton,) 
President of the Institution. The author had an opportunity, 
which he did not neglect, of introducing the subject of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society to the knowledge of the 
Archbishop, during his temporary residence at Fulham, in the 
Spring of 1807; and aflerwards heard, with no little satisfaction, 
that his Grace had, in the Decemher of that year, become the 
President of 11,e Hibernian Bible Society; presided at it• 
anniversary, as related, in November, 1808, and, on the termi­
nation of the meetin~. presented it with a donation of JOO[. 

In this manner the Archbishop redeemed the pledge which he 
was pleased lo give the author in a lclter, which, as it contains 
;, record of His Grace's sentiments on the merits of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, it may not be amiss to insert. 

" Rev. Sir, 

A,·undel House, Fulham, 
lllay 27, 1807. 

" I h~,·e recei,·ed and read, with great satisfaction, youi 
account of the Bible Society here. And as soon as I retur11 
to Ireland, I will make myself acquainted with the state and 
circumstances of our Society there; in order to ascertain, what, 
upon the whole, had best be done, to promote the objects of 
these useful Institutions. 

" I am, Reverend Sir, 
" Your faithful bumble serrnnt, 

The Rev. John Owen. " CHARLES DUBLIN." 
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-North of Ireland, staled to your Committee, that 
in his 11eighuomhood the Jlihl1· could not l,e 
procuredjor auy mouey. I~ro111 this circumstanct> 
the Society may j111!~·e what 111usl he the case 
in those parts of the land where the people are 
less iustructed, and where, of course, it might 
be expected that uooks would be wry scarce." 

" Of the usefulness of the Socidy," (they 
justly observe,) " the best proof is the followin&· 
statement of the books circulated during the last 
year; viz. 

Bibles ... _ ... _ 2,446 

Testamenti; . . . . 2,452 

TotaJ 4,898 

They conclude their Report " by urging ou 
each Member of the Society the necessity of 
increased exertion in the best of all causes, the 
improvement of their conntry in civilizatio11, mo­
rality, and religion." " Of all uations of the 
earth, we are" (they add) " the most favorer! 
by Providence. While other lands are wasted 
by famine, or desolated by war, we are in the 
enjoyment of prosperity aud domestic pt•ace; 
and surely the least return we can make to the 
bou11tiful Author of these blessin~s. is, tu ditfose­
amoug· our countrymen the knowle<lgc of hi~ 
Go:,;pel." 
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The extract from the Cork Report, to which 
the reader's attention is requested, is as follows: 

" It was with astonishment and regret that 
your Committee noticed the marked opposition 
with which the Society was threatened at its for­
mation ; an opposition the more surprising, when 
the professed object of the Association is con­
sidered-that of the more general diffusion of 
Divi1~ Trulli, by the medium of God's sacred 
word among all classes of professing Christians­
and that without any fo.rthel' design or prospect 
of proselytism, than as the sacred volume itself 
is calculated to produce such an effect. 

" But as yolll' Committee expected, so they 
had the happiness to find, that the gloom which 
overspread the dawn of the Institution was not of 
long continuance. The progress of Truth, though 
often slow, is uniform and steady. The outcry 
raised against the Bible Society, as subservient 
to the interests of a party, and not to the general 
cause of religious knowledge, was seen to have 
originated in prejudice and misconception, those 
deadly foes to the emancipation of the human 
mind, which too often drown all candid inquiry 
in clamour, and cause the truth itself to be viewed 
through a distorted medium. 

" A happy revolution of the public sentiments 
in its favor has been abundantly marked by the 
liberal and enlightened patl'onage it has received, 
and the highly respectable auspices under which 
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it wai1 formed : its supporters have evinced their 
zeal for the best interests of their fellow-creatures; 
-we are happy to observe, that their benevolent 
designs have been crowned "'ith unlooked-for 
liiUccess. 

" The amount of subscriptions and donations 
has been very considerable; among which is 
most thankfully acknowledged, the liberal grant 
of 1001. voted in aid of our funds by the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. 

" Since the beginning of July last, your Com­
mittee have procured from the Repository in 
London, 618 Bibles, and 1,108 New Testaments­
the whole of which, with the exception of about 
twenty Bibles and a small portion of Testaments, 
have been disseminated-these few continue un­
disposed of, and an ample supply of large Bibles 
and Testaments, for which there seems to be a 
great demand, has been ordered from London 
and Edinburgh. A numbn of Bibles and Tes­
taments have been given, by a vote of the Com­
mittee, to the unhappy convicts who sail0d in the 
last fleet for Botany Bay. 

" Your Committee cannot conclude their 
Report, without congratulating the Subscribers on 
the increased spirit of inriuiry and thirst for reli­
ligions knowledge, wliich the most accurate 
observers notice among the !own orders. Educa­
tion is becoming more general-the meam; of ac­
q_uiring information are more happily diffused. WP-

PART I. 

CHAP. 
VI. 
~ 

10011-11. 



416 

PART I. 
CHAP. 

VI. 
'-'.-' 
1808-9. 

HISTORY OF TH£ IIRITISH 

hail these encouraging appearances, as indicating 
t.hc dawn of civilization-as the bright harbinger 
of happier times than we have yet witnessed-as 
giving the early promise of a rich harvest of 
Glory to God in t/1e highest; on earth, Peace, 
Good-will towards mm." 

Scotland added considerably this year to the 
numLer ancl copiousness of her tributary streams. 
The zeal of the Kirk was honorably distinguished 
in this strife of Christian love ; and the Presby­
teries of Lanark, Paisley, and Ayr, followed the 
example of those which had before shewn their 
zeal for the Society, by general and productive 
contributions. The liLerality displayed by the 
Presbytery of Glasgow in 1806, when a sum, 
amounting to 888[. ls. 6d. was poured into the 
treasury of the Institution, was again roused 
into action ; and the effect of the excitement was 
equally creditable to the donors, and beneficial 
to the object towards which their bounty was 
directed. After a solemn deliberntion on the 
facts n•latirn to the proceedings and operations 
of the Society, the Presbytery unanimously ap­
pointed an ANNUAL collection to be made in its 
behalf, at all the churches and chapels within its 
bounds, on or before the last Sabbath of July 
each year, till otherwise altered-a measure for 
which, it is said, tltere was no precedent. 

Contributions in England, also, both congre­
gational and individual, were manifestly on the 
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mcrease. A splendid p:nt of their augmentation 
this year was formed hy the aA'~regate of col-
11,ctions made thronµ:h the several congregations 
in the conueetion of the late H.cv. John \Vesley, 
amounting to 1:300/. Of the Hev. Dr. Adam 
Clarke, through whom this munificent donation 
was transmitted, something has already been said 
in another place; but the introduction of a subject 
in which the liberality of that body of Christians 
with which he stands particularly connected, is 
mentioned, affords a convenient opportunity of 
bearing testimony to their friendly regard for tht> 
prmiperity of the Institution. This disposition 
was particularly manife8ted in the year 1807, 
when, on an applicatio11 from the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, their Conference permitted 
Dr. Clarke to remain i11 the Metropolis, from 
which, by their regulations, he must otherwise 
have heen removed ; and thereby continued to 
the Society thosP literary !-lf'l"vicf's, the loss of 
which would lrnn• been mo~t severely allll in­
juriously felt. 

l•'or the acquisition of these, and many similar 
advantages, the British and I<orPi~n Bible Soriety 
is indebted t(I that constitution of its Committee, 
which, by the dirersity of its componeut parts, 
furnislws liuks of co11nection with almost eH•ry 
body of Chri,-tia11s throughout thP E111pi1"P-. In 
.Joseph Butterworth, Esq." the Society possessed, 

• The present Member of Parliament for Co,eul ry. 
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...,._,_, the congregations already referred to ; and the 
1808-9• mention of his name, together with that of 

Thomas Allan, Esq. who entered more recently 
into the service of the Institution, will remind 
those who are acquainted with its practical 
business, of the candor, good sense, and integrity, 
evinced by those gentlemen, in the part they have 
severally taken in the administration of its con­
cerns. 

Along this tide of unexpected prosperity, the 
Society was carried to the celebration of its Fifth 
Anniversary. The Noble President, though la­
boring under the effects of a severe and protracted 
indisposition, appeared at his station in the Chair. 
'With his usual felicity of selection and com­
bination, his Lordship recited, in a well-digested 
Report, the principal transactions which had taken 
place, and which described the success that had 
attended the Institution in the course of the year. 
At the dose of this recital, his Lordship exhorted 
the Members of the Society, in the words of the 
Report, not to consider their " field for exertion 
exhausted, while the inhabitants of any part of 
the globe, who are able to read the things belong­
ing to their peace, were in want of its assistance." 
The sequel of the Report, as read by the Noble 
President, was particularly impressive. 

"The Gospel of Salvation was a_free, unmerited 
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boon to mankind ; let us therefore rejoice, that, 
under Providence, we are hecome the honored 
instmments of its dispersion. It must be most 
gratifying to the Members of the Society, to 
receive applications for its aid and support, dic­
tated by a spirit of Christian confidence and 
unity, from their fellow-laborers in the same 
cause, dispersed through various parts of the 
world : hut it is still more gratifying to possess 
the disposition to comply with them, and the 
meanR of indulging that disposition to the most 
liberal extent. Let us therefore hope that neither 
will e1;er he wanting. Five years only have 
elapsed since the British aud :Foreign Bible So­
ciety was established; and, during that period, 
the calamities of war, from which Providence 
has mercifully protected om· couutry, have been 
more or less felt in every kingdom of the Con­
tinent. But these calamities, e,·en when they 
have operated with the greatest pressure, have 
not been able to extiuguish that zeal which your 
Society had either kindled, or promoted, for 
the circulation of the Holy Scriptures: in;.;o­
much that the institution of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society has become a central point 
of union for indi\iduals and societies animated 
with the same spirit, howPver ,,ariously circnm­
_stanced, or widely di,;persed. I ,ilu· a city set 
on a hill, it has become co11spic11ous ; and the 
rays of light which ha,c flowed froru it, have 
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1ee11 reflected with undiminished lustre. Whal 
uccess may attend the operations of the British 
.nd Foreign Bible Society, for improving the 
eligious and moral state of mankind, canno1 
,e ascertained. But surely it may be permitted 
o hope, that the blessing of God will not be 
rnntiug to an Institution which has fo1· its single 
bject, to promote His glory by the circulation 
f the Holy Scriptures; nor its endeavours in 
l1is line of duty be unattended with correspon­
.ent success. At present, the Members of the 
:ociety may be allowed to enjoy the gratification 
f knowing, that it has been the instrument ot 
omrmmicating the words of ctemal life to 
ottages and prisons, to kindred and aliens, to 
lie poor and the afflicted, in our own and foreign 
onntries ; and that, through its means, the 
eople which sat in darkness have seen a great 
ght, and to them which sat in the shadow of 
.eath, light is sprung up. 
• " Many tracts are yet unexplored ; and it 
1ay be necessary to retrace some which have 
,een ah-eady pursued : but, whatever the variety 
r extent of them may be, your Committee have 
lie fullest reliance, that the zeal of the friends 
f religion will supply means adequate to in­
reasing exigences. Nor can any inducement 
e wanting to those who remember the words 
f the prophet, peculiarly styled evangelical :-
How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
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eet of him that hrilig;dh good tidings, that puh­
isheth peace, that hri11geth good tidings of good, 
hat puhlish<'th salvation, that saith 1111to Ziou,­
rhy God reig·11<'th !''--haiah liii. 7. 

The Bishop of Durham, i11 moving thanks to 
he PresidP11t, added a hril•f, hut highly e11erg.,tic 
tddrPs,;, concluding it with a prayer for the in­
:reased pros1writy of the Institution. The lihl'ral 
nms in which this prayer was expr.,ss1~d, and 
he feeling manner in which it was ddi,-cred, had 
he singular elfPct of drawing· from the gTeat hody 
1f the Members, as if actuated by one common 
rnpulse, an audible and Pmphatical, AmC'n. 

Thus tcrmiuated the first hrntrnm of the B1itish 
,nd I~oreig11 BihlP Society. Advancing from 
mall and scarcely perceptihle beginnings, it had 
10w attained an extent, aud reached an eminence, 
,·hich could not fail to girn it consideration in 
lw <'yes of mankind. The different portions of 
Ju, l~nite,l King·1lom had rPcoguizPd it with ap­
>rohation, and supported it with liberality. Esta-
1lisl1111Pnt:- had arisf'n for the promotion of its 
,l,_jcct in thrPe important stations 011 thl' Enro­
>l'au conti11l·11t. Its excPllene<' a11d utility had 
1p1•11 proclaimed in ludia, aud plans ,wn• fonniug 
IH'n' for hri11~i11g- it.s operatious l.o lwar 011 the 
gnorane,,_ su1wrstitio11, aud idolatry of tlw Ea~t. 
'\. footiug- hail Jip1•11 ohtai1wd for it 011 the• tcrri­
ories of the American States; aud ils e11tra11cc 

m the western he111ispher1! had beeu 1uarked hy 
2 E 3 
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all the signs and presages of prosperity and 
triumph. Its resources were considerable, as its 
works had been numerous : and there was every 
thing in its condition, both as it respected its 
domestic and its foreign connections, at the 
termination of its fifth year, to justify the assertion 
of the venerahle Bishop Pmtens, that " it was 
rising uniformly in reputation and c1·edit; gaining 
new accessions of strength and revenue, and 
attaching to itself more and more the approbation 
and support of every real friend to the church, 
and to religion." 
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CHAPTER I. 

1809--10. 

TttE period at which we are now arrived, may 
be regarded as lhiug a new f'l'a in the History of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. 

Hitherto we ham ;;een the Institution relying, 
principally, for its encouragement and its re­
sources, upon the countenance and support of 
indi,·iduals. ln CPrtain parts of the llritish empire, 
Associatious were iudeed formed; and to the funds 
derived from solitary coutrihutions were added 
the more ample supplies of congregational and 
collective liberality. These Associations were, 
howevn, but lew, aud the aids they ful'llished 
were limited aucl precarious: the merits of the 
Society were, 011 the whol(•, hut partially acknow­
ledged; and its mean~, though co11sidern1Jle, were 
as yet inadequate aiul uusdtlecl. 

But the time was now come, when this stat~ 
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>f doubtful recognition and precarious subsist-­
mce was to expire. The Society had passed 
hrough five years of exercise and probation ; 
md the daims which it had established to re­
;pect and attachment, began now to be strongly 
md extensively felt. We are henceforth to see 
hat feeling display itself in the progressive forma­
ion of auxiliary Establishments : and to witness 
he rise and the growth of a system of measures, 
ll'hich has given to the 8ociety a decided cha­
actcr, and laid a solid foundation for its effectual 
md permanent support. 

The dawn of that yC'ar whose transactions we 
Lre now to describe, was clouded by an event, 
n which the Society had to regret the loss of a 
:ealous Patron ; the Church of England, an 
!Xemplary Prelate ; and, the cause of Chris­
ianit.y, a most active, vigilant, and liberal bene­
actor. The venerable Bishop Porteus, in whom 
.hese characters met,. had, for some time past, 
~iven painful indications of a rapid tendency 
owarcls dissolution ; and such was the debility 
o which his frame was redncecl, that those who 
ovecl him most, and had the deepest interest in 
1is detention upon earth, could scarcely refrain 
i·om breathing a prayer that his release mig·ht 
10t be long delayP<l. Under all the infirmities of 
rn .,:,Jiansted constitution, his mind was snffi­
:i! •1tly vi;;orous to occt;py itself in contemplating 
,,·it ii delight the progress of the British aml 
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Foreign Bible Soeiety," and in projecting: schenu:>s 
fu1· it" further adnu1cement. So ,slrn11g-ly was the 
Bishop impre:,.secl by this latter <'011sid(•ratio11, 
that, within tlm•e weeks of his deet'ase, he put 
himself to the exntion-and it was to him no 

• The followini: extract from a Pamphlet, pnlilished hy 
the Bishop a short lime previously to his decease, will confirm 
what is said of the vigor of his Lordship's miud, aud also 
of his pcrse1•ering allachment to Lhe British aud Foreign 
Bible Society. 

Urgiug upon the governors and proprietors of plantations 
in the British West India Islands, the adoption of his plan 
for educating their Negroes, the Bishop thus leelingly and 
eloquently addresses them. 

" You will hare the immortal honor of founding a new 
school for piety and i·irl11e in the hosom of the Atlanti~ Ocean, 
of erecting a nohle structure of religion and morality in 
the Western world, of exhibiting to mankind the interesting 
spectacle of a very large community of truly C!,ristian ,,·,gro,s, 
and of leading the way lo the salvation of more than 500,000 
human beings, immersed hcforc iu the grossest ignorance, 
suprrstition, wickedness, and idolatry, with all their countless 
descendants, to the end of time. 

" Looking forward theu, as I do, with some confidence to 
the accomplishment of this great event, it does, I confess, 
•in sumc <lcgr<'t' console and sustain my mind, amid!:it those 
frightful scene~ that arc now passing- 011 e,·cry side of us, 
and thost" tremendous commotions which are convulsing to 
its centre almost the whole haliitablc glul,e. It will be one 
proof more, added to many others, of the hi~h and exalted 
character of the British nation, and of the extent arul gra11clr11r 
of its \'iew,, be)ond those of any othrr nation on the earth. 
\\'hilc au irnml'll!,e ,!!:i.!{antic JlOWt'r is !-iprcadin~ ruin, devas­
tation, aud the mo~L cumplicatcd misery, OH'r the world, sub­
\'l'rling kingdoms, empires, and ltm.~•cslal.Jlished govern­
.,,~111,, and bursting a,urnlcr all the most sacred Loomis of 
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ordinary exertion-of p1·oceeding from London­
House to Fulham, in order to suggest to the 
author the expediency of drawing up a summary 
of facts, with a view to make the nature and 
usefulness of the Society more extensively known. 

On Satmday, the 6th of May, the author 
breakfasted with the Bishop, and had the mourn­
ful satisfaction of conversing with his Lordship 
for the last time. In this final interview, the 
author added to the account which he had 
transmitted to the Bishop, relative to the pro­
ceedings of the Fifth Anniversary, such further 
particulars as were calculated to interest and 
delight him."' The Bishop listened to th-e recital 
in an attitude of fixed attention; and then, with 

civil and political Society; we sec this small island, not only 
exerting itself with vigor in its own defence, and standing 
up single against the torrent that is o\'erwhelming the whole 
continent of Europe, but at the same time silently and quietly 
providing for the future happiness of the human race, by 
diffusing every where the Holy Scriptures, and thereby sowing 
the seeds of Christianity over every quarter of the globe." 

Letter to 11,e Governors, Legislatures, 
and Prop,·ieto,·s of Plantations 
in the British West Indian 
Islands, p. 28. 

" It was at this interview that the Bi,hop expressed to the 
author his intention of presenting the Society with a donation 
of r.ol. The death of the Bishop taking place speedily after, 
the author communicated the circumstance to his Lordship's 
executors, who, very honorably, gave effect to the Bishop's 
dying intention by a donation to that a111ouot. 
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much earnestness, exclaimed : " Get the summary 
of facts completed as speedily as possible; and,"" 
(raising his ,oice,) " crncuLATf. IT w mELY ." 

The Bishop afterwards ad vf'rtecl to the im­
prm'ecl state of relig·ion in our own country more 
particularly, and generally throughout the world; 
aud dwelt much 011 the g·ood effects produced 
by Dr. Buchanau·s " Star in the East:" adding, 
with gTeat emphasis, " The Star in thP East 
has done won1krs !" The at1thor reminded his 
Lordship that the Bible Society, and the trans­
lations in India, had made consi1lnahle pro­
gTesi-; " Oh, yes,·· (exclaimed the Bishop, lifting 
up his emaciated hands,) " the Bihle Society, 
and the h"anslations in the East, will bring 
about glorious clays!" While he uttered these 
words, 01· words to this effect, his morhid frame 
seemed to undergo a sudden re-animation : the 
small remains of hloocl in his system appeared 
to have co'.lected in that countenance always 
tht seat of henignity, and now rendered more 
benign than evt•1·. The glow, the smile, the 
visible ecstasy, ,xhich accompanied the delivery 
of this oracular s(•1timcnt, (for such it has proved 
to ha,·c been,) were all charactn·istic of the 
dying i,.aint; and portended the near approach 
of that event which on the ensuing Saturday 
termi11atPcl his co11flict with mortality, anrl re­
moved his spirit t:> that region where " the soul"' 
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of the flesh, are in joy an,1 felicity."• 
The decease of an individual who united, in 

so eminent a degree, some of the best qualities 
of the Prelate, the Philanthropist, and the Chris­
tian, was desenedly regarded as a general ca­
lumity. In that calamity, no part of the Chris-

• The author trusts, he shall be excused for extracting a 
passage from bis Speech at the first Anniversary of the Hackuey 
Society; (Dec. 13, 1813,) as the above account will show th• 
ground he had for the nrnestness and decision with which ht 
expressed himself on that occasion. 

" I confess, for my own part, I feel a growing attachment tc 
the cause, under all the circumstances of fatigue, perplexity, 
aod sacrifice, to which it exposes me; and I am desirous tc 
promote its interest, both locallv and generally, by all tht 
exertions which it is in my pO\v;r lo command. I owe thi, 
zeal and constancy, not more to the intrinsical excellence ol 
the Institution itself, than to the solemn injunctions of thal 
amiable Prelate, now counted with the spirits of just met 
made perfect; under whose auspices I entered, and for mon 
than five years continued in its service. I will not presume to 
•ay, what would be the sentiments of the enlightened Prelate, 
were he now upon earth; but I very well know what •lii! 
sentiments were while upon earth, and in the moments whid 
nearly preceded his removal to heaven. With his dying ac­
cents, and, with a glow on his counten,•nc, which I shall neve1 
forget, he admonished me to give to tht: plans of the Societ) 
the widest possible circulation; and I should be unworthy ol 
the confidence with which he honored me while living, aud ol 
the satisfaction with which I cherish his image now that he i, 
no more, if I did not derive from such a memorial, an ad­
ditional motive for adherence to a cause in which I have had 
the honor to labor for nearly ten years, and in the service ol 
which, I hope, by the blessing of God, to be fonnd faithful unte 
death." 
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tian public bore a larger share than the conduc­
tors and the 111e111bers of the British and l~oreig11 
Bible Society. The sense of their loss was very 
suitably expressed in the lleport which detailed 
the tra11sactio11s of the year; and with that ollicial 
tribute the author will take his leave of thir,; 
affecting subject. 

" On this occasion it is impossible to pasii 
unnoticed an event. which has tilled your Com­
mittee with the deepest regTet, the death of one 
of the Vice-Presidents of the Society, the la­
mented and most respected late Bishop of 
Loudon. They are persuaded that every Mem­
ber of the lnstitutiou will cordially sympathize 
with them on this expression of their teelings, 
as a tribute no less due to the public and private 
virtues of that venerable Prelate, than to the 
station which he held in this Society."* 

The close of the last year had heen disti11-
~uished, as the reader will recollect, by the for­
mation at Reading of the first Auxiliary Bible 
Society, under the patronage of the Bishop of 
Safo,bury, a Vice-PresidPnt of the Parm1t lm,ti­
tution, and Bishop of the diocese within \\ hich 
the new Establishment was situated. Two day .. 
subsc·queut to this evt•nt, (viz. 011 the 30th of 
Marcl1,) a similar lnstitutio11 was establislied at 
N otti11µ;ha111, 1111tlcr the dc:;i:..(nation of " The 
BiLle Socit:ly of N0Ui11~ham and it,,; Vicinity." 

• Si,tl.i Reµort. 
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The impulse was now given ; and exertions were 
made by the friends of the Society in dilferent 
parts of the country, to excite the towns and 
vicinities with which they were severally con­
nected to an imitation of the examples which 
Reading and Nottingham had so laudably set. 
The effect of this impulse, and of the activ~ 
measures to which it led, very satisfactorily ap­
peared in the addition of eleven Auxiliary So­
cieties to the two which had been formed before 
the expiration of the preceding year. The order 
of their formation was as follows : 

•• The Edinburgh Bible Society" was insti­
tuted on the 31st of July, 1809; that of " New­
castle-upon-Tyne"* on the 30th of March: 
that of " East Lothian" followed on the 4th, 
and of " Leeds" on the 2,5th of October ; the 
latter commemorating, by the day of its for­
mation, the Jubilee of our amiahle but afflicted 
Monarch. " Exeter" stood forth 011 the 8th of 
December, and closed the list of Auxiliaries 
for the yPar 1809. " Manchester" took the 
lead in 1810; the Society for that town and 
its associate " Salford," having· been formed 
on the 4th of January. " Kendal" followed on 
the .5th of the same month. The 1st of February 
was signalized by the institution of the " Bristol" 

• This was formed under the immediate patronage of 
the Bishop of Durham. 
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Society, the 5th hy that of the " Sheffield," and 
the 19th of the " Leicester." " Hull," on the 
4th of April, added the eleventh Auxiliary S0-
ciety, the last which was fornwd previously to 
the Sixth Anniversary of the Parent Institution. 

From this numerical statement it will appear, 
that the British and Foreign Bible Society at­
tained considerable growth in the comse of that 
year which we are now recording-, and that much 
must by consequence have been added to iti 
general reputation, and to its active and financial 
resources. But in order to form a jni-t estimate 
of the influence, the property, autl the active 
co-operation, which accrued to the Society from 
the Auxiliaries which have now been enumerated, 
it would be necessary to unfold the process by 
which they were severally formed; and to analyse 
their composition with a degree of exactness, 
which obscurity in some case", and delicacy in 
others, would render it equally difficult and im­
prudent to attempt. It may not, however, be 
amiss to mention a few particulars, i11 reference 
to !'OJl1e of tlwse Estabfo;hments ; from which 
the reader may ohtain a clearer apprehc11sio11 
of the manner in which they wt•rc broug·ht about 
and of the support which they lc11t, by the very 
circm11stm1ce of their formation, to the character 
aml tlw intcre,-t of the Par<'nt lnstitntio11. 

The first lire of the Auxiliary Socidies which 
have been described, appear to lia\·e ri:,;c11 al-. 
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together from local and insulated exertion: they 
were not, at least, indebted for their production, 
so far as the author knows, or has been able to 
learn, to any efforts or communications issuing 
from the conductors of the Parent Society. Of 
the others, the Societies at Kendal, Leicester, 
and Hull, were, with some qualification, par­
ticularly as it respects the last, substantially of 
the same description. But in the formation of 
those at Manchester, Bristol, and Sheffield,*there 
were circumstances which, through all their stages, 
from their origin to their completion, connected 
them with the Officers of the Parent Society, and 
especially with him on whom, both from pro­
fessional and official obligations, it devolved more 
particularly to attend to the interest and the in­
flueuce of the National Chmch. In the mea­
sures which conduced to the establishment of 
the Societies under consideration, that Officer 
was called to take a part which involved no 
little anxiety, labor, and respousibility. The 
assistance of his colleagues was principally ren­
dered at the meetings convened for the forma­
tion of each: and the services of all we1·e uni­
formly attested by a public and recorded ac­
knowledgment. 

It has been observed in general, that the lead­
ing advantages derived to the British and Fo­
reign Bible Society, from the accession of these 

" Vide Proceedings at Manchester, Bristol, and Sheffield. 
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Auxiliary Establishments, were public recognition 
and permanent support. The former was an advan­
taµ:e of the greatest importance, as it rescued the 
eharacter of the Society from suspicion, and 
placed its claims, so far as the influence of that 
recognition extended, beyond the reach of im­
peachment or contradiction. The publicity of 
the meetings in which the Auxiliary Societies 
were formed, the consideration of the persons 
under whose direction 01· patronag·e those meet­
ings were held, ti1e recorded approval of the 
o~ject, constitution, and proceedings of the Parent 
Society,* and the notification of the entire trans­
action, throug·h channels of general communi­
cation, placed the Institution, iu whose favor all 
these steps were taken, upon the highest ground ; 
and gave to its merits the benefit of a most de­
liberate and unequivocal attestation. 

The value of this recognition was also, in some 
of the instances already specified, considerahly 
increased by the formal 111a1111er iu which the 

• The following Rules, extracted from the Rristol Resolu­
tiom, were generally, either literally or sulistantially, adoplcd 
at the formation of c,·ery Auxiliary Hi!,k Sodd}; 

" I. That the ohj,•ct, the constitution, and th<' prnc·enlini:s 
of the Ilritish and Forei.~n Bible Societ)', ha.·e the cordial ap­
probation of this l\leetiug. 

" 11. That a Society be formed in thi, city for the purpose 
of aiding and co-operating wil h tlw Brit isl1 :11ul Fort·ig11 P.ihle 
Society, in the dissemination of tLc lloly Sc, ipl.Lll'l'>, butL a! 
home and abroad," 
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Society was recommended to local support, and 
by the authority of the parties from whom the 
recommendation proceeded. Such was the case 
in the proceedings adopted at Manchester, for the 
establishment of an Auxiliary in that place. A 
week preceding the day of meeting, (viz. Dec. 28, 
1809,) an advertisement, declaratory of the sen­
timents and intentions of those who subscribed it,. 
was officially inserted in the Manchester Papers, 
and circulated besides in such othe1· ways as 
might ensme it the greatest publicity. 

This advertisement opened with the addres3 
from the Committee of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, to which was annexed the following 
notice: 

" \Vhereas applications have come, addressed 
to several respectable Inhabitants of this Town 
and Neighbomhood, from the above Society, the 
design of which applications is to promote the 
extension of its noble and truly benevolent objects, 
by the formation of an Auxiliary Society in the 
Town of Manchester, after the example of Dub­
lin, Edinburgh, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Birmingham, 
Leeds, and other principal towns in the United 
Kingdom. 

" \Ve, the undersignecl, being well persuaded 
that the designs of the above Society are emi­
nently pure and universal, independent of all 
considerations of sect or party, and calculated to 
advance tho true interest and eternal happiness 
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of mankind-Do hereby request the notice of the 
Public to a proposal, promisiug to extend so great 
achantag·es and Llessings to the people of this 
country, and t-0 foreign lands; and Leg leave 
earnestly to invite all those who may be friendly 
to the cause, to meet at the Police-Office, on 
Thursday next, the 4th <lay of January, 1810, 
at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, for the purpose 
of taking the application from the Bt·itish and 
Foreign Bible Society into consi<leratiou, and 
adopting such measures as shall appear mo11t 
advisable in the judgment of the Meeting." 

Among the signatures to this instrument, which 
composed a numerous list of Clergy, Dissenting 
Ministers, &c. were the following: 

Rev. Dr. Blackburn, Warden of Manchester. 
Rev .. John Gatliffe, 
Rev. Charles Ethclston, l l;ellows of the 

}· 
Rev. Croxton Johnston, I Collegiate Church. 
Rev. John Clowes, J 
Rev. H. V. Bayley, Sub-Dean of Lincoln. 
Rev. E. Booth, Minister of St. Stephen's. 
Rev. John Clowes, Minister of St. John's. 
Rev. S. Hall, Minister of St. Peter's. 
Rev. Jeremiah Smith, Head Master of the Free 

Grammar School. 
Rev. Robert Tweddell, Minister of Ardwick. 
Boroughreeve and Constables of Manchester. 
Boroughreeve and Constables of Salford, &c. &c, 
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Similar formalities were obse1·ved in the pre­
paratory measures adopted for the establishment 
of the Bristol Society, but on a scale which ren­
dered the influence of thei1· testimony to the merits 
of the Parent Institution still more effectual and 
complete. The Bishop of the diocese appeared 
on this occasion, as the original move1· and the 
leader of the business, by issuing, in his pastoral 
capacity, a circular letter to the Clergy, of which 
the following is a copy : 

" Reverend Sir, 
" Having been requested by the Committee of 

the British and Foreign Bible Society, to recom­
mend the formation of an Auxiliary Society in the 
City of Bristol, simila1· to those which have been 
established in several g-reat towns throughout the 
kingdom; I beg leave to state, that such a mea-
1mre has my hearty approbation, and that it will 
afford me the greatest pleasure to see it carried 
into execution. 

I am, 
Reverend Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

T,·inity Colltgt, Cambridge, 
Jan. 9, 1010. 

W. BRlllTQL," 

The receipt of this circular was followed, as 
iti immediate effect, by a requisition to the 
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Mayor to conwne a Public l\'Ieeting, signed hy 
twe11ty-sen·11 Clergymeu, thP gTcater 1111mber of 
whom wen• beneficed, a11d hy the most respec­
table Dissenting Minister:,; nllll Laity of llristol. 
Theia:e doc11111ents, tog·ether with thP 1'J n yor's 
acquiescencC' and appoi11t111<>nt of a i\1el'!i11,; at 
the Guildhall, " for the 1mrpo~c of cow,i!kring 
the best mode of promoti11g the great ohjt'ds of 
the Brifo,h and l~orei~n Bihl,, Soridy," were 
publicly advcrtise!l ; a11d tim11ed tlw authority 
under which was constituted " Tht· Bristol 
Auxiliary Bible Society." In the present in­
!lltance, therefore, the highC'st eccl!~siastical and 
civil functionaries werr seen, for the first time, 
to co11cnr, in accrPditing the C;harader of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, and in affix­
ing mutually their seal to its excelleuce and 
utility, by measm•ps of the greatest deliberation, 
solemnity, and decision. 

It is further to be observe,I, that, in the foru1a­
tion of these, and of other Auxiliary Societies, 
the progress from thC' co111111encemPnt to the 
consummation frequently exhihited a transition 
from improhahility am] emharrassnw11t to cer­
tainty and triumph. In not a fow instances 
which migl1t he cited, the solitary i11di\id11al, or 
the associalt'd few, who had conc!0 il'cd the de­
sign of formiuµ; an Auxiliary ~ocicty, emharked 
in the entt·rprise, with little more to encourage 
them than the co11sc1ousness of the rectitude of 
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their intentions, and the utility of their object. 
Though environed with difficulties, and coun­
teracted by opposition, they maintained their 
course without yielding to despair, till, by a 
concurrence of circumstances, often as uuex­
pected as it was advantageous, they were per­
mitted to witness the fulfilment of their wishes 
and the answer to their prayers, in the complete 
success of their humble but persevering exer­
tions.* 

Nor is it immaterial to observe, that the honor 
of producing these Auxilia1·y Societies neither 
has been, nor, from a variety of circumstances, 
can be, distinctly awarded. In some cases, the 
original authors of the elementary movements 
were of a condition in life, in others, of a deno­
mination in religion, which, had the parties 
appeared with any ostensible prominence, might 
}iave excited a prejudice, unreasonable indeed, 
but not the less injurious to the undertaking, and 
have thrown serious impediments in the way of its 
l'!uccess. ,vith a degree of forbearance, therefore, 
which cannot be too highly commended, they 
chose a station of unobserved, but effectual co-

,. Jo the number of those to "hom these observations apply, 
the author cannot forbear particularizing the Rev. R. Tweddell, 
of Manchester, and Mr. Thomas Richardson, ofRristol. From 
a very early and frequent c,orrespondence with these gentlemen, 
the author had opportunities, peculiar to himself, of knowing 
how much the formation of the Manchester and Bristol Societie1 
was indebted to their judicious and patient exertions, 
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operation: and pro\'ided they might but touch PART n. 
in concealmC'ut the spriugs of actiou, and promote cu Ar. 

I. 
exertions in other:,:, thC'y rcsig·ned coutmtedly the --.,-, 
honors of public distinction, to those who could rnou-io. 
wear them without prejudice, or, as it happened in 
most cases, with ad\'anlagl', to the common cause. 

Such a conduct, it is oln-ious, must have in­
rnhecl considerable sacrifices of personal feeling. 
It argued the prepoudera11ce of a generous con­
cern for the welfare of the Institution over every 
consideration of selfishness or ,,auity; and eviuced, 
how deeply au attachmcut to its interests was ra­
dicated in the se11time11ts aud the affections of it, 

promoters. 
But it is time to return to the narrative. 
\Vhile the Institution was thus advancing by 

the formation of Auxiliary Societies at home, 
its progress was marked by a very gratifying 
extension of its labors and its connectious abroad. 

Commencing with Bt1sle, we find the Bible 
Society established at that place, i11 full acti,·ity, 
and e11g·agi11g :;;uccessivdy i11 11ew and more 
extensive operatiom:. By the aid which its con­
ducto1·s deri,·ed from the British a11d Foreign 
Bible 8ociety, they proceeded to print a second, 
and a third, edition of the German Uilile, ai:d 
to ;..tock their depository, hy pmchase, with large 
supplies of French llihles and Te~tanw11ts. Both 
the German and the French Scriptnr,·s were 
rapidly disposed of; and the latte1· obtained so 

2F4 
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ready an acceptance in the southern and south­
cn:-t provinces of Frm1ce, that while the Protes­
tants, as was natural, received them with joy, 
many Roman Catholics vohmtarily applied for 
copies, and were afterwards fouud to have pe­
rused them with eagerness and gratitude. 

Under the auspices of this Society, and with 
proportional assistance from the Parent Insti­
tution in London, a company of active Christians 
at Basie had projected, in 1808, an edition of 
the New Testament in the Romanese language. 
for the benefit of the Mountaineers inhabiting 
the Grisom;, among whom the Sacred Scriptures, 
(to which this people were religiously attached,) 
had become extremely scarce, and in some cases 
almost unattainable. Of the Romanese language, 
it appeared, there were two distinct dialects, 
denominated severally the Churwelsche and the 
Ladiniche. It was in the first of these dialects 
that the edition alluded to, was designed to 
be printed ; and upon its completion, early in 
1810, the poor Mountaineers, for whose use 
it was intenclecl, expressed their satisfaction 
by strong demonstrations of gratitude and joy. 
The effect of this intelligence upon the other 
division of this interesting people was such. 
as to create further employment for the benevo­
lent feelings in which this work of kindness had 
origi11ated. For " when the poor Ladins, who 
border upon Italy, heard what a treasure their 
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neig:hhoms 011 the Tyl'oh•s<' frontier,.: had got, 
thp~· expre;;,-,,cl a H'r~- stro11!!; clrsirl' to hP favored 
with a ,-imilal' boo11; a111l tlw resnll wa,.: a deter­
mir.ation, both in Il{isl,~ a11cl i11 Lo11clo11, to gTatify 
this desire, and to ~ivc to the wliok HomanPse 
nation the means of l'eading·, in their own to11g11es, 
the wonderful works of God. 

In co1111ectio11 with th!' pl'oceeclin~,: of the 
B{1slf' Society, it may not be impl'oper to achert 
to the progres,; of an Institution, exci!P,l hy its 
example, previously to its trnnsfPr from l\ mP11hPl'g 
to Basie-the Catholic Bible Socil'ty at Hatishon. 
The s:pirit in which this Institution was founded, 
and the pion:!! zeal with which it was promoted, 
gaw c>arly prornii<e of those fruits which it has 
since so ahnndantly proclncPcl. Thoug-h projected 
only in July, 1808, so rapi,lly clid its labors 
achance, that, by the mouth of October, 1809, 

notwithsta11di11g- the great clifiiculty to which 
such au u11dertaki11~ 011 th1• part of rne111her1, 
of the Roman Catholic pt'rsnasion wonld bl' ex­
posed, two larg-e eclitions of the Bihle (a Bihle 
approvf'd by Prntestants themsP.h-e:-:) had heen 
cli;;posPd of, and a third was nearly completed. 
These copies Imel het>n larg-dy ancl 111ost ac­
cPptahly distrihutnl in Austria, llarnria, ancl 
Switzerland; 111a11y Catholic Cler~)'lllell pnh­
licly reco111111P1u1Pd tlu• pnnsal of them from their 
pulpits; and Profossor Sailer, an ,~rni11e11t scholar 
:111d divine, after p1·onour1cin~ in a sc1·111011 cle-

PART II. 
CHAP. 

I. ___,_, 
1U09-10. 
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PART n. livered at Landshut, in Bavaria, a warm eulogium 
CHAP. on this best of all books, added: " The Bible is 

I. 
'--,,-1 

1800-10. 
now read hy students, hy the people, and even by 
children." 

The Society at Berlin, under all the difficulties 
with which it had to struggle, continued to 
maintain its laudable exertions in preparing the 
large edition of the Scriptures, upon which it 
had entered in the preceding year, for the service 
of the Polish Christians. The British and Fo­
reign Bible Society, with a parental solicitude, 
watched over the movements of this meritorious 
Society, while persevering in its works of benevo­
lence under circumstances of almost unexampled 
embarrassment; and enabled it by a loan, most 
seasonably granted, to resume its suspended 
exertions, and to prosecute its arduous under­
taking with renewed alacrity, and eventual sue-
cess. 

But it is to Sweden that we are to look for 
the brightest display of vigor and zeal during 
this and the succeeding year. Encouraged by 
the cheering address and pecuniary grants of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, the Stock­
holm Evangelical Society embarked in its under­
taking for printing the Swedish Scriptures on 
standing types, with a degree of spirit and of 
perseverance, which enabled it to issue, in little 
more than eighteen months from the commence­
ment of its labors, a most interesting and satia-
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ractory Report. The train of facts which sue- PART n. 
~eeded each other, from the dawn of this Society·s cu Ar. 

I. 

)peratiom, in the Summer of 180!>, to the matu- ._,_, 
lll0!l-10 ·ity which they had acquin•d at the close of 

1810, will ju,-:ti(y the author in anticipating in 
:his place the substance of that Yaluahle HPport. 
Prompted by a desire to supply the lower onll'fs 
n Sweden with the Holy Scriptures, and ani-
nated in their work by the spontaneous and 
iberal co-operation of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, the Evangelical Socidy spl'edily 
1roduc<>d their first edition of the Swedish New 
restament. This was followed by two more 
~ditions in the course of the same year; inso-
nnch, that hy the close of 1810, more than 
l 1,000 copies of the New Testament had been 
ssued, and a resolution formed to print the Old 
restament: and all this, it is to be observed, 
vas done in a country, and for the beuefit of 
L people, which had been cousiderecl to be so 
;enerally furnished with the Bible, that " no 
.vant" was believed to exist among them " of 
hat holy book."• 

Another object which occupied the concern of 
he Stockholm Society, was the superiutcndance 
,fan edition of the New Testament in the dialect 
>f Lapland. To this interesting consideration the 
Lttention of the British and l<'oreign Bible Society 

• Pac:e 114. 
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PART 11. had been directed, by their indefatigable cor­
CHA P. respondents, I\1essrs. Paterson and Henderson, ,. 
,__,_, in the Autumn of 1808; and the Society had been 

1809•10• induced, on their representation, to appropriat1: 
the sum of 50l. to an edition of 5000 copies, for 
distribution in Norwegian, Russian, and Swedish 
Lapland. On the formation of the Evangelical 
Society at Stockholm, the execution of this work 
was consigned to their care : and the following 
extract from their Rf'port, as above-described, 
will show, how cheerfully they accepted the 
charge, and with what a lively i11terest they at­
tended to its performance. 

" Within the boundaries of Sweden, but fa1· 
in the north, dwell a people called Laplanders; 
their language is totally distinct, and their mode 
of Jiving, and advance in cultivation, very far 
behind that of the inhabitants of Sweden; nor did 
the light of the Gospel approach their frozen 
regions, for ag·es after it had illuminated our nation. 
Within the two last centuries, the Kings of Swe­
den have turned their thoughts fo1· good towards 
that nation. Yet there is still a great want of 
Bibles; Common Prayer Books, Catechisms, and 
Religious Tracts, among them. A venerable 
man, Dr. Nordin, Bishop ofHernosand, to whose 
diocese Lapland belongs, purposely set up a 
printing press at ernosand, to remedy, as well 
as he could, this deficiency: but it must be 
noticed, to the honor of the British and Foreign_ 
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ible Society in London, that here again did their 
111,ounded Christian lure step in, to i,;encl forth, 
~011 easy terms, light and knowledge to those 
ho sit in darkness. They have undertaken to 
),ll' the cost of an edition of 5000 New Tes­
m1ents, of which 25 sheets are already come 
om the press. Their directors prescril>e, that 
1ese 5000 copies should l,e distributed under the 

1perintendance of our Committee, and among 
1e three nations of Laplandl'rs subject to Sweden, 
lussia, and Norway: which delightful task the 
lommittee have undertaken with much pleasure.'· 
As the proceedings of the Stockholm Society, 

own to the close of 1810, ham been gt:'nerally 
:ated, it may not be amiss to advert more par­
cularly to the tenor of that Report, alrea,Iy in 
art anticipated, in which those proceediugs are 
wre particularly detailed. It is uot compatil,le 
,ith the limits of this History, to cite largely from 
1e numerous documeuts which eurich, as well 
s authenticate, the Anuual Hepo1·ts of the llritish 
nd .Foreign Bible Society. In general, it must 
t1ffice to g-lance at tlwm cmsorily, and refor the 
~ader for more full information to the records iu 
rhich they are contained. There is, however, in 
~e l~irst Report of the Stockholm .Eva11g"dical 
iociety, so much i;implicity, good seu~e, a11d 
:enui1w pidy, as to give it a dai111 to ,-pecial 
.ttentio11. The Jleport opeus with happy ahrnpl-
1es!I, in these words of iuspiration : 

44ii 
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" 0 God, send out thy light and thy truth!'' 
It then proceeds as follows;-" To make known 
more aud more the truth here referred to, is, and 
shall continue to be, the grand aim of this Society. 
We do not wish to strip the arts and sciences, or 
the knowledge and wisdom of man, of their im­
portant value : no, we thank God for their use­
fulness, and we hail with delight every discovery 
that removes or softens in any degree the sorrows 
and sufferings of mortality; or which, in social life, 
comforts man, or endea1·s him more and more to 
man as his brother. But we dare not forget, that 
all these advantages have the narrow circle of time 
drawn round them : they end with our lives. 

" But the truth which comes from above, em­
braces eternity. It looks to Jehovah as its ori­
gin, and raises man from earth to heaven. This 
trnth is revealed and explained in the Bible. 

" An ardent desire to rende1· Bibles plentiful, 
and easy to be obtained, in the dear land of our 
nativity, was coeval with the first idea of this 
Institution ; and it is still our grand aim: but the 
difficulties of our commencement, and the want of 
means for an undertaking so expensive, left this 
patriotic desire as it were dormant, till the good­
ness of God, in his own time, opened a way for 
its gratification." 

" I will take upon myself to say, that the Com­
mittee could not have ventured upon this ex­
pensive undertaking, for some time at least, had 
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it not been for the noble benevolence of a foreig·n PART n. 
nation. 

" England C'xhibils to the world a delightful 
assembly of sincere and ZC'alous friends to the 
Gospel of Christ, who, notwithstanding their di­
versity of views upon the minor objects of religion, 
have found in the Bible a sure and harmonioui 
centre, whence they are agreed conjointly to la­
bor, in spreading fa1· and near that light which 
shines more and more unto the perfect day. It 
is from principles like these, and from a love to the 
doctrine of Jei;us, that a liberality arose, which, 
unsolicited, stretched forth a helping hand. A 
Society in London, called the British and l<oreign 
Bible Society, made us a present of 3001. sterling, 
that om poor might know more of the doctrine 
of Christ: and, finding that this went but a small 
way in a great work, trebled it ; yes, treliled it, 
to their everlasting praise and honor. 

"This gave life to our hopes of obtaining, what 
we so much required-cheap editions of the Word 
of God in Swecfo,h. We could now, by adver­
tisementi,;, call on every lover of Goel iu Swe,len 
to come and do likewise. The call has heen an­
ewered; and, as far as;coulcl lie expected in these 
times of tribulation, the Swedi,d1 public have mani­
fested an ardent desire to throw their mite into 
this heavenly trc-asmy. 

" The list of Swedish subsrribers to this glo­
rious hook contaius persoui of all ranks, from the 

CHAP, ,. ._,,_ 
11!1111-10, 
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PART 11. first noblemen and dignitaries in the land down 
CHAP, 

I, ._,_., 
1809-10, 

to the poorest servants--persons who agree with 
us in thinking, that the highest act of benevolence 
which man can show to his fellow, is, to open to 
him an opportunity of reading the Bible; a book, 
which is a sure guide to endless happiness, an 
inexhaustible fountain of divine wisdom, an un­
erring touchstone whereby to determine - What i11 

truth." 
After stating the manner, in which the funds have 

been expended, the number of copies of the Scrip­
tures which have been printed in the Swedish lan­
guage, and the distribution made, both of them 
and of certain Finnish Testaments purchased with 
part of their funds, the Report proceeds to detail 
what had been done by the British and Foreign 
Bible Society for the Laplanders, (as quoted 
above,) and then concludes in the following very 
pious and imp1·esive manner: 

" Finally, we bow our knees, under the deepest 
sense of gratitude to the Father of mercies, for his 
unspeakable goodness in bestowing upon our So­
ciety so many signal instances of favor, blessing, 
and success. We feel deeply humbled when we 
consider the demerit of the instruments made use 
of by his grace, and the splendor of the work com­
mitted to them-to spread abroad his light and his 
truth. But the cause is God's; Jesus is our Mas­
ter; who has said: ' Behold, I am with you 
alway, even to the end of the world." 
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• th,, acha11tag<'s of anticipating a Report 
>[wrly belongs to th<" n1sui11g year, not 
is that "hich WC' 1frriv<" from hPing thus 
111ai!ltNI with tlw rl'al drnrnctcr of the 
11 E,an.~dical Socil'ty. It is scarcely 
o inspect this Rq>ort, without recei,·ing 
:orahlc impression of the indfricluals from 
proceeded, and rq.;arding their Asso­

, <'llli11C'11tly calculatC'cl to mh-ance the 
r which it wm, formed. \V c SC'C in its 
a hocly of mPn, not exhibiting a show of 
or i11dolc•ntly rPposing on the µ;ratuitous 
roreigu natio11, hut fully alive to the call1. 
md sincerC'ly iutent upon employing the 
of othPrs as a stimulus to awaken their 
gir.s, a11d to promote among· their coun­
similar spirit of activity and ZC'al. 
unjust to m·erlook what is due to Messrs. 
and llencleri-on, for tlwi1· <liscr<'et and 

1g ('Xf•rtio11s iu aid of the Stockhohn So­
ring thi;; first aucl most trying period of 

Tiu• spirit of th('Sf' active and devoted 
1dPnts may hf' learnt from thf'ir let!Pr of 
•dgmmt iu reply to a Resolution of 
trausmittcd to tlwm iu the summPr of 
'lwir conduct, and :-uce<'ss sine<! the date 
ptfcr will give a particular iutcrest to 

~ing cxtmct: 
peculiarly valuaLlc to us, a. we conr.ider 

:Hi 
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t as a pledge, that you will in future make use of 
>UT services in promoting your glorious design, 
vherever God may be pleased to cast our lot. 
N' e want words to express our gratitude; but we 
1ope you will give us new opportunities to tei;tify it 
,your actions. Be assured, that nothing will be es­
eemed a greater favor by us, than that you would 
1ave the goodness to command our services. 
l'hese you may consider as at yom disposal ; and 
ve beg of you freely to tell us, in what manner we 
an most effectually promote the views of the 
1ociety. In promoting your views, we consider 
,urselves as promoting the cause of God and of 
;h1·ist, to whose service we have entirely dedi­
ated ourselves. It now appears to us to be our 
1aviour's will, that we should serve him on the 
ontinent of Europe; and as soon as we have 
ompleted what we have begun in the North, we 
,ope you will inform us where you think we 
ould be of most use to the Society." 

The Roman Catholic Bible Society at Ratisbou 
ppeans also by this time to ha\e attained consi­
lerable strength and celebrity. It will be recol­
~cted that the foundation of this Society was laid 
,y Regens Wittman, iu 1806. Through many dif­
.culties the plan of p1inting by standing types wail 
arried into execution; and in 1808 appeared the 
rst edition of the New Testament. The version 
dopted, though generally conforn1ed to the Vul~ 
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g.tte, was said to be on the whole a faithful trans­
lation from the 01·iginal Greek, and in all essential 
and fundamental points strictly correct. 

Such was the progress ma,le l,y the cause of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, on the conti­
nent of Europe, down to the period which termi­
nated the sixth year of its establishment. The 
quantity of effect from the three Societies at llasle, 
Berlin, and Stockholm, (not to mention the ex­
ertions in inferior stations,) must on the whole 
have been great; and a large proportion of it 
was produced (it should he ohser\'cd) under all 
the difficulties and discouragements of au exten­
i.ive and dernstating war. This consideration, 
while it greatly enhances the ,·alue of what was 
accwnplished, leaves the mind in doubt, whether 
more to regret the existence of the obstacles, or 
to admire the energy by which they were sur­
µiounted. 

But it is time that we direct om· attention to that 
field of usefulness which hacl beeu opened to the 
Society, in the preceding year, beyond the At­
lantic, and which already exhibited such satis­
factory cvideuces of an imprO\c<l aud still im­
proving cultivation. 
• The Philadelphia Bible Society abundautly jus­
tified, by its zeal and :success, the high expecta­
tions which its comme11cc111ent had excited. lu 
their First Ileport, (which was dated May I, 
1809,) the Jfo11agcrs stak, that "the uece!>sity for 

:!G':! 
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snrh au Institution had appeared much more evi­
dent to them since, in the course of their duty, 
they had been led to make particular inqui1;es 
into the poorer class of people in Philadelphia, 
than it ever did before." " The deficiency of 
Bibles" (they say) " has been found to be much 
greater than was expected ; and it is believed to 
be as great in many other places. The number 
of families and individuals who are destitute of a 
copy of the Scriptures, is so cousiderable, that the 
whole of the funds in the possession of the Society 
could be profitably expended in supplying the 
want-s of this city alone ; and the opportunities of 
distributing them in other places are so numerous, 
that, if these funds were tenfold as great as they 
are, they would be still inadequate to supply the 
demand." 

The direct good produced by the Institution is 
asserted in confident terms. " Some hundreds of 
families'' ( say the Managers)" are now in possession 
ofa Bible, Ly means of the Society, which never had 
one Lefore : and it deserves to be mentioned, that 
the books have commonly been received with 
emotion, and strong indications of gratitude; and 
that the application for them is often earnest and 
pressing." 

" But, beside the good resulting from the pro-
1uotion of the chief and direct object of the So­
ciety;· the Managers express it as their opinion, 
that " ,ery important aud desirable effects would 
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be indircctlg promotc,1 hy thf'ir ,hsoriation." 11 .\HT 11. 

" Thf' cordiality aucl harmony with which Chris- rnt•· 
tians of so many 11P110111inations haYf' nuitt'cl in 
prosecuting this important ol,jert, cannot fail" 
(tlwy ohscrn') " of hei11~ attended with some 
good effect on all concenw1l. It is an appro:1.i­
mation to that nnity and brotherly Ion· among 
Chri;:tians, which all ~ood men so ardently cle,-ire. 
At least, it will ha\"P a teuclcncy to remon' pre­
judice!', by promoti11g- mutual acqnaintanrP he­
tween the members of dilforent rdig-ious ,·om­
munities.'' 

"Till' '.\IanagPrs·· (thf'y add) " do morf'O\f'I' 
belie, c, that tllf' zeal <liscoYere<l, and pfforts ma,IP, 
by so many p1'rsons in this city, of cliRerent con­
ditions and profcs,;ions, to fnrnish the poor with 
Bibles gratnitow,ly, "ill have a happy te11dency 
to induce many to apprcciatP the Sacrf'd ~nip­
tures mon• highly than they have hecn wont to 
,lo; ancl may clispos1• those who posspss Dihl(•,:, 
hut hm·c suffered them to lie 1wf?.-lecte1l in their 
houses, to pf'l'nsc then1 with ;.crions atll'll­

tion." 
Such an example as that of the Philaddphia 

EihlP Socidy conlrl not. fail to prod11<"e a ~alutary 
iuflncncc 011 tlw i11hahita11ts of tlH' sm-ro11111li11µ; 
State~. ThP e/fr·et of that i11fl11pncP ,ms sp1•(•dily 
manilested in the> appf:ara11cc: of ki11dn·d 1•,-(;1lilish­
ments: six were forniecl iu tlw course uf the· pri~­
scnl year, viz. the Co1mccticut lliblc Society at 

2G3 

__ ,_, 
100!1-10. 
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PART II. Harford, the Massachusetts at Boston, the New 
CHAP. 

I. .._,_, 
lll0IH0. 

Jersey at Princeton; and three at New York, 
under the respective designations of, " The New 
York Bible Society," " The Young Men's Bible 
Society," and "The New York Bible and Com­
mon Prayer Book Society." 

The last of these, instituted under the auspi­
ces of the late Bishop Moore, and the Pro­
testant Episcopal Clergy of New York, was in­
troduced to the notice of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society by a respectful letter from its Right 
Reverend President, accompanied with a request 
of such aid as the Society might see expedient to 
grant. The case was not without a precedent: 
the Stockholm Evangelical Society had another 
object, beside the circulation of the Scriptures; 
and the separation of the former from the latter, 
which characterized the Society at Stockholm, 
was found, on examination, to have been provided 
for in the constitution of the Bible and Common 
Prayer Book Society at New York. A grant 
was therefore made to its funds upon the scale 
which had regulated the grants made to the 
other Trans-Atlantic Societies. In the present 
instance, however, the pecuniary donation was 
commuted fo1· Bibles and Testaments to the sti­
pulated amount; a distinction by which the con­
ductors of the British and Foreign Bible Society 
considered themselves as unequivocally evincing 
a disposition to co-operate, as far as might be con-
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11istent, with religious lustitutions of e,ery kincl, PART u. 
without clissembling their preference of Societies CHAP. 

I. 
constituted on principles in all rc,-:pccts analogous __,._, 
to theil- own. IBO!H-O. 

It may be satisfactory to add, that the Ilihles 
and Testaments to which reference has been 
made, and which amounted in 1alue to 1001. were 
reg·ularly transmitted; and, though, from the in­
disposition and ,-11hsf'c111ent death of Bishop Moore,. 
their acknowledgment was delaye,l, it was macle, 
in the year lBl4, by the Bishop"s snccessor in the 
Presidency, the Hight Reverend Ur. Hobart, with 
warm expressions of gratitude ancl respect. 

The rapid increase of Bible Societies in the 
United States of America, their public recog­
nition of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
as their prntotype aud com111011 parent, together 
wit.h their gratcf'ul acceptance of its pecuniary aid, 
as well as of its friendship and gennal co-opera­
tion, proclaim, in the strongt>st mauncr, the g-rowth 
of that interest in favor of the co111111011 ohject, 
which h:-id been so happily excited in the regions 
beyond the Atlautic. Such distiuguished success 
in a quarter with which a co1111ection had IJPcn so 
rrcently formed, was regard1·d hy tlw coudnctors 
of the British and Forei;;n Bible Society as an 
event. of 110 onli11ary importance; and they re­
ceived, from time to time, the iutelligeuce of its 
progress, wilh emotions which iuclicatcd thcii· .io.r 
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in the present effects, aud their anticipatiml of 
still greater and more satisfactory results. 

In these feelings the Philadelphia Bible So­
ciety, to whose steady example and stimulating 
appealrs so much of this success i& to be ascribeil, 
appeared most warmly to participate; and the 
sentiments expressed by its :Manag·ers, at the close 
of the Report before cited, coincide so perfectly 
"\'"ith the view which has been taken of the Trans­
Atlantic operations, aud have been so completely 
justified by subsequent experience, that they de­
serve to be placed upon record. 

" The institution of a Bible Society in this place. 
must be considered an auspicious e\·ent; aud the 
l\Iauagers do not think that their hopes are too 
sanguine, when they persuade themselves, that, 
at no very distant period, this Society will be 
found in the foremost rank among those Institu­
tions which piety or humanity has erected for 
the relief of the indigent, 011 this continent. And 
they conclude this Report, by declaring it to be 
the object, not only of their prayers, but of their 
hopes, that before the present generation shall 
have passed away, the Holy Scriptmes will be 
read by all the principal nations under hea,·eu, 
and thus the way be opened for the fulfilment of 
the prediction of the prophet, ' The earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the seas.' " 
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.So rnnch may s111li1·e to reprc,-pnt the co11ditio11 
oftlw Society·,.. affair,- 011 the 1·onti1wnb of Europe 
allll America. Jt,-; proccediuµ;,- i11 ] 11dia may lw ad­
Yantag;eonsly re,-;ened for the 111·:1.t ehaptl•r, "he11 
an opportunity will he atlimh·1l of nhihiti11µ; them 
i11 a nwn• connected form, a11d i11 a ~tale more 
nearly approachiug to matlll'ity mu! co111pldio11. 

It will uow be propn to rd urn lo the Do11w,-tic 
drpartmcnt, on which somcthilig ha,- aln•ady hecn 
said; and to re\·iew more particularly the tra11s­
ar:tions at hom(', durin;!; a ~ <>ar ;:o prulitic in ex­
ertions among co11federatcd L'hristi,u1s ahroa1l. 

It will uatlll'ally be ,mppose1l, that the Com­
mitteP of the Ilritish and l~oreiµ;n llible Society, 
while Pxtc1ulinµ; the most encouraµ;inµ; assurances 
of sympathy and aid tu the i11liahitmits of otlwr 
countries, wonld not rP1nain i11diflere11t to the 
wants and the pt>titions of their own. Impressed 
with a desire of gratifyi11g thr, wish to pos,-;css the 
Scriptmes, which appeared to be 111a11ifostly 011 
the increase throuµ;hout the country, the Com­
mittee gale a cordial receptiou to c, ny applica­
tiou which came withiu the pro,isio11s of their 
co11stitution, mu] the rules of their practic(~; aud 
alforded, as the circumsta11ccs of the c,,s<' rc­
<jltirnl, a proportional dq;rce of acco111modatio11 

and relief. 
Among tlw Yariot1s ways thongh which the 

distribution of the Scriptun~s for the 11ati1e popu­
lation of Great Britaiu was promoted, that of 
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religious or temporal objects, formed a principal 
medium, at the period now under consideration. 
In some instances, the conductors of these Institu­
tions were solicited to perfom1 this service, but in 
the greater number they were themselves the 
suitors. However that may be, it is certain that, 
through these channels, a considerable stock of 
English and Welsh Bibles and Testaments were 
put into immediate, and, it is believed, judicious 
cfrculation. 

It was also in the course of this year that a 
resolution was adopted to print a portion of the 
Scriptures in the native Irish language. On the 
expediency of this measure, which occupied the 
attention of the Society at an early stage of its 
establishment, great diversity of opinion was 
found to p1·evail on each side of the Channel; 
and to this conflict of sentiment, and contrariety 
of information, it must he ascribed, that the lan­
guage of the Society, in its Annual Reports, was 
at different periods so various, and, in some 
cases, even contradictory. Not to detain the 
reader on a subject to which there may Le occa­
sion again to advert, it will be sufficient to ob­
serve, that, after a discussion, alternately sus­
pended and renewed during a period of nearly 
five years, and a correspondence of considerable 
extent, with prelates, scholars, and public bo­
dies, in Ireland, it was finally determined that 
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the experiment should be tried; and an order was 
accordingly ~;iven, that an edition of the New 
Testament, amounting to 2000 copies, couformably 
to the accredited ver,.ion of Bishop Bedell,* should 
immediately be put to press. It may not he amiss 
to add, in general terms, that tlw experiment was 
found to answer, greatly beyoncl the hopPs which 
had been formed of its success, and that the re-­
suit of it encouraged the Society to repc>at the 
trial on a much larger scale, and with more am­
ple means of ascertaining its real effect. 

\Vhile the> Committee were prosecuting these 
labors, with particular reference to the native po­
pulation of the United Kingdom, they were not 
less occupied in planning, and laboring for, the 
spiritual benefit of foreigners, either resident 
among them, or inhabiting countries, near or re­
mote, with whose wants they had been made in­
cidentally acquainted. 

• The New Testament was first translated into the nativ~ 

Irish in 1602, by Dr. Daniel, afterwards ,\rchhishop of Tm1m. 
It was priuted in -Ito in the Irish diaracter. The Old Testa­

ment was translated by Dr. Bedell, Bishop of Kilmore, and Pro­
ms! or Trinity College, Duhlin, as early as 16-10; hut from want 
of means Lo print it, or some other ,·a11se, it remained in MS. 
above forty years. The lion. Iloherl Boyle, who had repriuted 
the Testament of Dr. Daniel, hrou~hl forward also this MS. 
translation of the Old In Bishop Be,ldl. Through his exertion• 
an edition of it wa, pri;,t,·d, and aOO copies were distrihuted 

gratis. It ou~ht to be added, that l\lr. lloylc contributed to 

both these uodertakings l.h~ sum of 700(. 
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An inspection of the Anmrnl Reports will 11how 
with what promptitude and munificence the So­
ciety stretched out its hands to the east, and the 
west; to the north, and the south; and dispensed 
the sacred treasures which it had accumulated by 
indefatigable exertions, to the spiritually indigent 
in every part of the world. 

Among the persons of this desc1'iption to whom 
the Society obtained an intrnduction in the course 
of this year, were, the several congregations formed 
by the Moravian Brethren, (men of primitive sim­
plicity, devotion, and perseverance,) in South 
Africa, the ·west Indies, and North America. 
For this introduction the Society was indebted to 
the Rev. C. J. Latrobe, Secretary to the Brethren·s 
Missions; whose interesting appeals on behalf of 
his charge, as published in the Appendix to the 
Society's Reports, supersede the necessity of any 
eulogium on his talents, his zeal, and his piety. 

Among the first fruits of this connection, was an 
edition of the Gospel of St. John in the Esquimaux 
language, at the 8ociety's expense; and an en­
gagement to print that of St. Luke, when the 
translation should be completed, for the use of the 
converted Esqnimaux 011 the coast of Labrador. 

A difficulty occunecl in the course of this un­
dertaking, which gave the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society another oppor­
tunity of testifying their vig·ilant and zealous re­
gard for the simple object of their Institution. 
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lly a practice, in g-eneral use amon~ the Brc­
threu ·s co111,;-i·c·g;atio11,;, a translation had been made 
of a Harmony of the Seriptm·es, into tlw language 
of the £,.:qnimaux; aud the petition oftlwir Secre­
tary was, that this Harmouy might he pri11tl!cl, 
for their beuelit, at the Society's expe>11se. To this 
proposition the CommitteP objected ; consiclPring 
a11y moclc of printi11g the Scripture,:, hut that 
which exhibited them as they stooll i.n the Canon, 
to he a clc,·iation from the letter a11d the spirit 
of tlu,ir lustitutio11. In this view of the subject 
the llrethren acquiesced; and accol'Clin;;·ly en­
g;ag;ed to conform their tr.rn"lation to the standard 
as generally recei,·ecl. A similar <>xcrption had 
bee11 previously taken ag·ainst tlw form of a Har­
mony, in the Cahuuc version, wl1en proposed hy 
the Missionaries at Sarepta; and it wa,-; attPncled 
with a l"imilar result. The>se fad,- are mPntionPd, 
in onkr to show, with what ,-;crn1rnlous exactne;;s 
the <'Oncluctors of the British aucl Foreign llihle 
So<'idy maintained thr 0L1wrrn11cc of their fu11da-
111ental regulations; a11d how carefully tlwy ali­
i;tai1wcl from a11y measures, howen·r speciousl)­
n·c:011m11,11clPcl, which mi!-!,'lit Le likdy to lwtray 
tlwm into cleflectiu11 and error. 

,\ uother mediulll of distrib11tio11, which ap­
pt·ars for tla· tir,-t tinu, i11 the pro1·1!edi11~s of this 
~-car, \\ as I hat of a Ii •ma I(, correspondr11t, 01:cu­
P> i11;1; a ,;laliou uf co11sid1•rablt- rauk a111I i11tl111!11c1; 
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in a sea-port, and disting1.1ished for her piety and 
her zeal in promoting the best interests of man­
kind. Through this important channel Bibles 
and Testaments ilL various languages were dis­
persed, as advantageous opportunities occu1Ted, 
in a manner which reflected great credit on the 
judgment of the distributress, and afforded high 
satisfaction to those in whose name and behalf 
the distribution was made. 

What has been stated with respect to the esta­
blishment and operations of Foreign Societies, 
will have prepared the reader for learning, that 
the pecuniary grants for their encouragement and 
aid, amounted, in the course of this yea1·, to a. 
very considerable sum. Nor was an inferior de­
gree of generosity shown, in cases whe1·e the 
exercise of it appeared to be called for, toward 
Societies and charitable Associations within tha 
boundaries of the United Kingdom. Five hun­
dred pouncls were presented to the Hibernian 
Bible Society, whose exertions, under the. 
auspices of His Grace the Lord Primate,* and 

• In the course of the years 11109 and 1810, the Hihernia11 
Bible Society very greatly increased its patronage. In the. 
Jleport for the latter year, His Grace the Lord Primate ap­
pears as Patron, the Arch bishop of Dublin, President; and, 
among the Vice-Presidents, arc the following Prelates and 
Dignitaries ; viz. His Grace the Lord Archbishop of Tuam. 
the Bishops of Kildare, Derry, Limerick, Cork, Down, 
K illalla; and the Provost of Trinity College, &c. 

T<> the 600/. "onlributcd l,y the Biiti~ll and Forei:ra_ Bible .. . 
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other Prelates antl personages of distinction, 
seemetl to promise \'ery beneficial consequences.* 
Two hundred pounds were, for the secoucl time, 
presented to the Cork Bible Society; and a 
similar tlouation was made to the Syuotl of 
Ulster, whose efforts in raising contrihutious for 
the purpose of distributing the Scripture1s amoug 
the poor of their congregations hatl be£'11 laudably 
conspicuous. t 

Society were added 501. from the East Lothian, and 300[. 
from the Edinburgh Bible Society. 

How strongly the Hibernian Bilile Society felt its ohligalion• 
to the continued friendship of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, may be inferred from the following declaration in 
its " Address to the People of Ireland" in HllO. 

" The demands on the Committee for Bibles and Testaments 
during the last year were so great, that had it not been for 
the liberality of the British and }'oreign llitile Society, they 
would have been compelled lo put a slop to their operations." 

1 The Belfast Branch, in its Report, obserws: " It is a 
grateful prospect, that the avidity of tbc people seems to k,-rp 
pace with the means of grati(yiug it; aml that the dl'man<l 
upon your Committee for the Scriptures, not only continue,, 
but increases." 

And the Hiliernian Bible Society stale, tbat they arc 1101 

without positi,·c information, that good has been don<': and, 
by wa,· of confirming this slatcmenl, they cite the folloll'ing 
,;omrnunication from one of their Branche,. 

" The ~lcmlicr, arc couvinccd, !hat !he benclils liv the 
~irculation of the Scriptures in their ,·icinily han· lwe,; cou­
~iderablc, and they ardcnll} hope for an iucrcased cxl<'u.,ion." 

t The Syno(I, in returning their thanks lo the Hriti,h and 
Foreig11 Bible SoeiCl) for 11,,, douulion, ,l•lcrl, tl,al " llw 
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To this exercise of libemlity, both at home 
and abroad, the Society was iu a manner im­
pelled, hy the ardor with which its cause was 
espoused, and the generosity with which its 
treasury was replenished by individuals, congre­
gations, and Associations of various descriptions ; 
but particularly by Auxiliary Societies. 

Though recently formed, and very imperfectly 
organized, these ,·aluable Associations discovered 
extraordinary vig·or; and emulated each other, 
in fulfilling the engagement implied by their de­
l'lignation, as Au.rilim:y to the Parent Institution. 
A reference to the Annual Reports will show, 
that nearly (j,000l. were added to its funds by 
the Contl'ilmtions derived from those Auxiliary 
Societies which had been formed within the 
year; while the degree of influence created in 
its farnr, hy tlwir exertions and their printed 
addresses, baffles e1·ery attempt at computa­
tion or conjecture. 

It would gratify the feelings of the author, 
to particularize those circumstances of zeal and 
energ-y which he had personal opportunities of 
obsenin~· in the early proceedings of the Bristol 
Society. To tho~e who are acquainted with 

demand for the Scriptures" in th~ir part of the kingdom was 
" increasing;" that they had received from different Con­
gr~gations the sum of 1102{. 8s. :Jd.; and " had distrilmted 
ll00 4to. Bibles, I :Jo 8vo. 1222 in 121110. 1423 in 241110. and 
2674 Testaments." 



AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

th!' character of that city, it will not be matter 
of surprise to learn, that the SociC'ty formed 
within it,- precincts, speedily took that rank, 
which, from it,;: wealth, it;; population, and, abo,·e 
all, from its ;;pirit of rdigious and henf'Yolmt 
enterp,;se, it mi~·ht h:n P heen expectPd to claim 
in Establishments of ~o liberal, pious, and benern­
lent a description.• 

No,· wonld the office be less gmtifying, to 
bring under the notice of the reader the conduct 
of such other Auxilia,·y Societies, as, though ci1·­
cumscribed by narrower limits, or comprehend­
ing a smaller, aucl less wealthy population, ex­
hibited, by the promptitude and greatness of 
their returns, very honorable proofs of liberality 
and zeal. To this praise the Kendal Society is 
peculiarly entitled ; which, without the recom­
mendation of exalted patronage, or the aid of 
other subsidiary advantages, etlected its f'stablish­
ment with so grPat rapidity and success, as to 
he able to present, within three months from the 
date of its formation, a tribute of more than 
3301. to the treasury of the Parent Institution. 

It has been intimated, and may uow be mor~ 

• The author has no app,·elwnsion of offondini: those whoru 
he is reluctlantly compellc,I to pass oner in silence, by men­
tioning the venerable Hichard Hc}nolds, E"l· as one of lho•e 
individuals lo whose lil"'ral, acti\'c, arul pnse,,,riug philan­
thropy, the Auxiliary llihle Society, in that city of whicb 
he is so great an ornament aud a benefactor, owe, it~ earliest 
and its latest oblir;:alions. 
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particularly stated, that not only the exertio111 
of Auxiliary Societies, but also the printed ad­
dresses issued and circulated by them in their 
several districts, contributed materially to pro­
mote the interest and extension of the general 
cause. Many of these addresses would be found, 
upon examination, to deserve an attentive pe­
rusal ; as evincing the prevalence of Christian 
sentiment and Catholic feeling in the vicinitie11 
with which they were connected. 

Without being suspected of undervaluing the 
rest, the author trusts he may be permitted to 
select, as entitled to more than ordinary conside­
ration, the luminous and dignified address of 
the Leicester Auxiliary Bible Society. The fol­
lowing extracts from that masterly composition, 
which bears throughout the stamp of the great 
and libe1·al mind from which it proceeded,* will 
be read with pleasure; not only from its intrin­
sical excellence, but also from the confirmation 
which it adds to the account already given of 
the general prosperity of the Parent Institution. 

" Notwithstanding the diversity of sentiment 
which unhappily prevails among Clll'istians, we 
1nay fairly presume 011 the concurrence of all 
parties and denorninatious in promoting a design 
so disinterested as that of ditfosing the light of 
revelation. In the prosecution of this design, 
our party is the world ; the only distinction we 

• That of the Rev. Robert Hall, l\l. A, 
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contemplate, is between the disciples of ren•la­
lation and the unhappy ,·ietims of supel'stition 
and idolatry ; and as we prnposc to circulate 
the Bible alone, without nolt's or comments, 
ti·nth only can be a g;ainel' by the measure. To 
those who confine their views to this eountl'y, 
the want of Bibles mny not appear very urgent; 
but nithout insisting on the many thousands, 
even here, who are destit,1te of them, it is cer­
tain that in Pagan, l\fohomedau, and Popish 
countries, tl1ey are extl'emely rnre, and their 
number totally inadequate to supply, not merely 
the immense population in those parts, but eve1t 
the increasing demand which a yariety of cir­
cumstances have combined to produce. To 
supply this demand, to whatevel' extent it may 
be carried, is the aim of the Society in London, 
with which this is designed to co-operate. Their 
ambition, as far as it may please Uorl in his 
providence to smile upon their efforts, is, hy im­
pa1ting the Holy Scriptures, to open thl' fountain 
9f revelation to all nations. It was natural and 
11ecei;:sary for the first mmeme11t in so g-reat an 
enterprize, to commence at the heart of the 
~mpire; nor is it less so, that, having com­
mencetl there, it shonld propagate itself through 
the large1· vessels and arteries to the remott'st 
extremities of the ho<ly. We have the pleasure 
of perceiving that the example of the metropoli~ 
ha11 already hf•eu followed in i.cveral of our pri11-
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cipal towns and cities ; and there is room to 
hope, that similar institutions will, ere long, be 
formed in ernry part of the kingdom." 

" In whatever light we consider the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, it appears to us re­
plete with utility. Its formation will, we trust, 
constitute a new rera in the history of religion, 
which may be styled the rera of unanimity. It 
affords a rallying point for the piety of the age, 
an unsuspicious medium of communication be­
tween the good of all parties and nations, a 
centre of union and co-operation in the advance­
ment of a common cause, which cannot fail to 
allay the heats and smooth the asperities of dis­
cordant sentiment. By giving the most effectual 
aid to means already set on foot for the conver­
sion of Pag·an nations, it also promises to ac­
celerate the period when truth shall become 
,·ict01-ious in the earth." 

" It is to be lamented, that Protestant nations 
haYe been too long inattentive to this object: 
we rejoice to find that they are now convinced 
of their error; and that, touched with com­
miseration for the unhappy condition of man­
kind, they are anxious to impart those riches 
which may be shared without being diminished, 
and communicated without being lost to the 
possessor. Such is the felicity of religion; 
,mch the unbounded liberality of its principles. 
Thou~h we jjlwuld b€! sorry to administer fuc! 
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to national vanity, we cannot conceal the satis­
faction it gin•;; us to reflect, that while the fain'st 
portion of the globe has fallen a prPy to that 
guilty and restless amhition, which, by the in­
scrutable wisdom of Providence, is permitted for 
a time to ' take peace from the earth ;' this favored 
country is employed in spreading the triumphs 
of truth, multiplying the means of i11struction, 
a11d opening; sources of consolation to an alHicted 
wol"ld." 

The encouragement given to the British and 
Foreign Bible Society by such etforts i11 its sup­
port, and such testimonies to its utility, could not 
fail to produce a considerable effect on the views 
and the proceedings of those who were appointed 
to administer its concerns. Rega1·di11g the pro­
i;ression of its influence, and the increase of its 
resources, as a call and a stimulus to more diffi.1-
sive exertion, they looked around for 11ew scenes 
in which to display the benevolence of the Insti­
tution; and 8cemed impatiPnt of the restraints 
which prevented it from bei11g folt and enjoyed by 
those who inhabited the very extremities of the 
earth. 

It was in this hiih state of cwrtion and of hope, 
and with p1·ospcds brightening in so many di­
rectiom<, thnt the frieruls of the Soriety wc>re sur­
prised 1,y the appearance of an opponent to their 
cause, in the 1wrson of the H<'L Dr. \Vordsworth, 
Dean of Bocking, and Dome:;tic Chaplain to his 
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Grare the Archbishop of Cante1·bury. As the 
publication in which Dr. W ord9Worth arraigned 
the Society, gave occasion to a vexatious and 
protracted controH'rsy, it will be proper to explain 
the circumstances in which it originated. and to 
state such facts respecting it as fall within the 
period which it is the business of this chapter to 
record. 

In the autumn of 1809, the author, having been 
induced to enter into a con·esponclence with 
some respectable clergymen of Colchester and 
its vicinity, on the subject of establishing an 
Auxiliary Bible Society for the county of Essex, 
found his proposition for such an .. establishment, 
after a course of mutual explanation, very warmly 
and decisively encouraged. The initiatory mea­
sures had so far advanced by the month of Ja­
nuary, HHO, that a Provisional Committee was 
regularly formed, consisting wholly of Ministers 
of the Established Chmch; the Dissenters having 
voluntarily left the management of the business in 
the hands of thost> by whom they thought the 
future Society would be introduced with the 
greatest propriety and the best effect. The Pro­
-,,jsional Committee, thus constituted. proceeded 
to address their clerical brethren, inviting them 
to attend a p1·eparatory meeting at Colchester on 
the 19th of the current mouth, " for the purpose 
of considering a plan for establishing a Society iu 
aid of the British and Foreign Bible Society." 
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At the appointed time the meeting took place; 
between twenty and thirty dPrg;ymen attended ; 
and the result was, a unanimous <letermination to 
form an Auxiliary Bihle Society, an<l to present 
an address to the Bishop of London, requesting 
J1is Lordship, as Bisltop of the Diocese, to become 
the Patron of the inte11ded Society. An address 
was accordingly transmitted by the chairman, the 
Rev. Philip Yorke, lledor of Great Horkesley. 
To this applic:cttion the Bishop replied, in tem1s, 
respectful • indeed, but so decidedly hostile to 
the principle of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, and all its operations, that it was deemed 
by the applicants imprudmt, not to say inde­
corous, to prosecute a11y further, for the present, 
those measures which had so nearly attained the 
desired maturity. The Bishop's reply was dated 
January 28, 1810; aucl early in the mouth of 
February the Prm·isional Committee was for­
mally dissohed. 

Shortly !-11bse11uent to the event of its disso­
lution, a letter was received from the Hev. Dr. 
\Vordsworth, one of the parties addressed, agree­
ahly to the llesolution of the loth of .January, 
containiug his rPfmml to co-operate in the pro­
jectPd Society, and assigni11g the grom11ls 11pon 
·which that n·fnsal was fo1111dnl. Dr. ,v ords­
worth 's LettPr was dated," Lambeth Palace, .Jan. 
12;" on the I Rt of ;\Iarch (as we are tol1l hy him­
scll) it" was submitted to the press, in co111plia11cc 
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with the request of a much respected friend ; " 
and shortly after, appeared before the public, 
under the title of " Reasons for declining to 
become a Subscriber to the British and Foreiga 
Billie Society, stated in a Letter to a Clergyman 
of the Diocese of London, by Christopher Words,. 
worth, D. D. Dean and Rector of Bocking, and 
Domestic Chaplain to his Grace the Archbishop 
of Canterbury." 

The avowed hostility of the Bi11hop of London, 
and the significant superscription of " Lambeth 
Palace," gave to this Letter of Dr. Wordsworth 
a sort of adventitious importance, and rendered 
it an object of some consideration. It was on 
the ground of the demi-official cha~acter which 
it assumed in the eyes of the world, that, upon 
receiving a copy of " The Reasons" from the 
author, the Noble President, forgetting every thing 
but what he owed to the honor and interest 
of the Institution, so unjustly, and, as to him 
and others it appeared, so authoritatively as­
sailed, undertook its defence ; and in the n10nth 
of April produced a reply, under the designa .. 
tion of " A Letter to the Reverend Christopher 
Wordsworth, D. D. • in reply to his Stric-

• Dr. Wordsworth, in replying to this Letter of Lord Teign­
mouth, uses the following somewhat vaunting expressions: 

" When your Lord,bip is ,een to have buckled on your 
armour, to have left your throne of state, and to have tome 
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tures on the British and Foreign Bihle Society, 
by Lord Teignmouth, President of the British autl 
Foreign Bible Society."" 

The substance of Dr. ,vonlsworth·s ohjections 
to the British and Foreign Bible Society, is thus 
compendio11sly exprcs:,;ed hy himsPlf: 

" "'hile the Bible Society continues such as it 
now is, embracing for its object the dissemi11atio11 
of the Scriptures, not only abroad, but ab:o at 
lwme, I am compelled, at the very least, to kPep 
aloof from it. In reply to the solicitations of its 
friends, my answer must l>e, ' I am already a 
Member of the Society for Promoting Clu;stian 
Knowledge, ancl wish all others to be so likewise; 
and, thereforP, the direct and baneful operation 
which the Bible Society has to i11terfcre with, 

down into the plain, it will be thought that this circumstance 
denotes something of a more than ordinary alarm in the cita­
del," &c. Let/,i· to Lo,-d 1,·ig11moutl1, p. ::,. 

On this piece of misplaced exultation, i\lr. Dealtry thus per­
tinently remarks: 

" Do not imagine tlrnt his Lordship • buckled on his armour," 
and left his • throne of slate,' because of the al"gHme11ts with 
which the Society was assailed. No: it was ' Lambeth Palace' 
which called him lo the field. He knew that this hint would he 
• tolerably understood' hy many 'a country clergyman,' who is 
far heyond the r~acl1 of argument; and, likr a wi,c 111a11, he 
opposed name to name, and authority to authority. Your 
• Reas011s for not subscribin~' might sall"ly ha,·c hccn lrfl to a 
person of my mediocrity of situation and talt-nl: ' Lamhdh 
Palace' demanded rank and dignity. 

Dealtry'$ Vindication, p. 228. 
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impede, and curtail the inestimable interests 01 

piety, and peace, and true religiou, the presen a­
tion and continual promotion of which, are thf 
aim antl object of that most important Society, 
commands me to withhold my hand, that I ma~ 
not be accessary, by my example, to the i1;j11ry OI 

the retardation of the still further and further 
growth and propagation of one of the greatest bles­
sings which the Almighty, in his merciful provi­
dence, has vouchsafed to this church and nation.'" 

On this passage, Lord Teignmouth, after ex­
pressing his regret that such language should 
have been used in reference to a Society "which 
was patronized by the late venerable and la­
mented Bishop of London, whose labors, during 
a long life, were devoted to the advancement of 
piety and religious truth, and which continued to 
be patronized by so many dignitaries of the 
church, and persons of the first respectability;" 
obscnes : " The real ground of yom· objections 
appears to be nothing more than this ;-that it 
withdraws from the Society for Promoting Chris­
tian Knowledge funds which would otherwise be 
appropriated to its support." In reply to the 
objection, placed in this form, his Lordship thus 
~ensibly argues: 

" Objections of a similar nature have occasion­
ally been applied to new charitable Institutions; 
but I never on this account heard it asserted, that 
the promoters aud supporters of them were liable 
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-to a charp:e of i11!1111na11ity, and ,rant of charit). 
'fhe public were disposed to g-i, c tlH'lll credit, at 
least, for pure a11d be11cvult-11t motin·s; and the 
patrons of old charitif's, instt>ad of rcproliatinµ; the 
friends of the new, thonµ;ht it a rnorl' rational pro­
ceeding to draw the public atte11tio11 to the uhl 
Institutions, and to rcdouhle their exP1tions in 
their favor. 

" This conduct was laudable; and, if your zeal 
for the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledµ:e 
had been guided by the same temperate discri­
mination, you would not have been troubled with 
this address. Disclaiming any disposition to 
impeach the justice of your eulogium 011 that 
,·enerable Society whose cause yon so wm·mly 
espouse; and professing for it the most cordial 
esteem and respect, I could wish to applaud your 
zeal for its support, a11d I should rt:ioicc to learn 
that any exertions had larg·dy aup:mentcd its 
funds. 

" But to return to the ohjection, the principle 
of which I shall briefly exami11e. 

" No proof has he<~n exhihited, and I will ven­
ture to say, none can he produced, that the a1111ual 
amount of donations and subscriptions to the So­
ciety for Pro111oti11g Christian Knowled~<·, ha:s de­
crease<l sinccthC'establi!;hmcntof the BihleSuciety. 
If the fact howner could he e:stahlished, still, to 
justify your infercne<~s, it would he furtlwr 1wces­
i;ary to show, that the decrcai;c had arisen from 

4i;i 

l'AUT II. 
('11,\l'. 

l. 

'---' 
lll011-10. 



476 

PART II. 
CHAP. 

I• ..__,_., 
1809-10. 

HISTORY OF THE BRITISH 

the tran~fer of such subscriptions to the last men­
tioned Institution. It is impossible to determine, 
and it would be idle to discuss, whether any, and 
what, addition would have accrned to the funds 
of the Society for Promoting Christian Know­
ledge, if the Bible Society had never existed. 

" Let us, however, for the sake of argument 
only, suppose, that some few of the. clergy and 
laity of the Church of England (the Dissenters 
of the country, aud the Presbyterians in Scotland, 
being out of the question) haYe contributed to 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, who, if it 
had never been established, would have aided 
the funds of the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge. 

" The smn of their contributions, ,,-hatever it 
may be, has been expended iu promoting the cir­
culation of the Holy Scriptures ; and I do not see 
how it could have been more beneficially em­
ployed by the Society for Promoting Christian 
Kncwledge, or how the interests of' piety, peace, 
m~ri trac rcliz·ion,' hare been injured by the ap­
plic<tC"~ cf it. 'fhe consciences of the subscribers 
may he t,:iriy nt 1"PSt on this point. 

" TLi~ i eonceiYe to be a full ancl sufficient an­
swer to the prn.ciple of your objection. But 
surely it must be obvious, that the British and 
roreign Bible Society, by circulating the Scrip­
tures at reduced prices, at lwme, has a tendency 
to relieve the funds of the Society for Promoting 
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Christian Knowlnlg,-c fr,H!I a l,)s~ 011 its expe1:­
diture, in proportion to the t•,tc11t ,,f ""L'• cir­
culatio11, and thus a larg·er por!i,m or it,; fo.111ds 

becomes applicable to the exten~ion of those 
other operations which you describe, and de­
nominate, ' interests of incalculable importance.' 

" Nor is it going too far, to say, that the insti­
tution of the British and Foreign Bible Society 
has also an indirect tendency to increase the 
funds of the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, in another way, viz. by exciting the 
attention of the friends of religion, in all parts of 
the kingdom, to the infinite importance of the 
Holy Scriptures, and by stimulating their zeal for 
the propag·ation of scriptural truth. The feeling 
thus excited, would naturally take a various .pi­
rection, and, although the greater portion of its 
effects might Le directed towards th<' Society 
whose exertions had girnn rise lo it, some parts 
would undoubtedly accrue to the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge. 

" Now, I am informed, and I helie,·e most 
correctly, that, in point of fact, the annual 
amount of subscriptions to the Society for Pro­
motiug Christian Knowledge, lias considerably 
increased since the establishment of the Bible So­
ciety: if this be the fact,• it affords a strou!4 pre-

• ;\Ir. Dc;1ltry, uy a comparison of the average receipt, oftl,~ 
Society for Promot111g: Chri~1ic111 K11owled~e fo1t" four ~car-; pre­
ecding, wilh tho,e of the live )'cars i111weuia1ely 1ucceedfog, tit~ 
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sumption in favour of my argument, and is prettf 
conclusive against your's. 

" Whateve1· may be thought of this reasoning, 
I am by no means disposed to concede to you, 
that the benefit which has resulted to the com­
nmnity from the institution of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, would have been equally 
attained, if every Member of the Church of Eng­
land who now subscribes to it, had appropriated 
his conh·ibution to the Society fo1· Promoting 
Christian Knowledge. The limitations under 
which that venerable and respectable Society 
acts, must necessarily have prevented it in nu­
merous im,tances. Many societies, as well as 
individuals, who have been supplied with th~ 
Scriptures by the British and Foreign Bible So­
ciety, could not have received them from thQ. 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, con­
iilistenfly with its rules and 1·egulations. 

" This is a very important consideration, and, 
of itself a most decisive pl'Oof of the utility of tha~ 

establishment of the British and Foreign Bible Society, draws 
this general conclusion. 

" Not only have the receipts and subscription, increased, but 
the rate of increase has been greatly accelerated since the esta­
blishment of the Bible Society; and it should he particularly 
observed, thnt the f1mds and subscriptions of both Societies rc­
ceired their greatest augmrnlation in the sameyea.r; viz. in the. 
year eudini: in March, 180!►-" 

Lettei· la tlte Un. D1·, JtordiwQ1·th, 
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Institution whose operntions you arraign. In fur­
ther dncidation of thi,; argunwnt, I shall take 
the liberty of adding:, for your information, that 
the orig·iual idea of a Bible SociP-ty was suggested 
by the extrr111c want of Weh;h Bibles in North 
,vales, and the despair of obtaining them, with­
out resortinl!," to new and extrnordinary mea11s for 
that purpose." 

The sobriety, good sense, and practical tmth, 
which characterize these remarks, are very striking, 
and prepare the reader for accompanying the N obhi 
President in drawing the following "·ery just and 
liberal conclusion : 

"With what wisdom 01· consistency thP Bihle 
Society has been produced iu hostile opposition 
to the Society for Promoting Christian Know­
ledge,• is, to me, really inconceivable. The two 

• The reader will not fail lo observe, that the oppo,ilion be­
tween lhe two Societies (which his Lonbhip so j11s1l~· rq;rets. 
and which every caudid member of both Societies musl "'lually 
r~grct) is wholiy to be allributed lo the mischicrnus and per­
severing hostility of a PARTY in the a,lministralion of the. So-_ 
ciety for l'romoling Chrisliau Knowledge. In conhrmallon ot 
this statcm,nt may l,e produced ti,,• declaration of om· of the 
brightest ornaments and steadiest friend~ of that Soci<'ly, the 
late learned and venerable Dr. \'incent, Dean of \\',·slmin­
atcr, whu, in Lhc Ir.tier whicl.i acco1upa11i~,l his contrilrntiu11 lfJ 
the Ilriti,h and Foreign Bible Soci,·L~· iu Dec,·1111,cr, 1111 I, thu1 
e'l.prcsses him~clf:-" l'rom the time that an allt•mpt \\it" rrmd~ 
to mak" a breach l,elween our Society al llarlltt!'s lluilding• 
and the Bible Societv, I detcrmiucd to subsnihe lo th<e I.tiler, 
to shew that I did ~ol b,·l,m(!: tu that par(IJ," Surely had the 
Iearued Bii.bop of Chester been aware, fro1u ,,,lrnt •1uarlcr svruui: 
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Societies have one object, in common-the diffll• 
sion of the Holy Scriptures ; and all the opera• 
tions of the Bible Society are confined to the 
sole act of distributing the Bible, to the utmost 
extent that its means will allow. It~ proceed­
ings trench on no duty of the Christian ministry; 
it does not presume to interfere with the disci­
pline of the church, or to recommend any act 
of preaching, expounding, or prayer; why then, 
in their march towards their common object, 
must the two Societies be forced into collision? 
In the constitution of the Bible Society there is 
neither rivalry nor competition; but, if there were, 
the example of St. Paul may relieve any one from 
the apprehension of impending evils, or baneful 
consequences, from any competition in the dis­
tribution of the Bible. ' Some, indeed,' say11 

the Apostle, ' preach Christ even of envy and 
strife, and some of good-will. What then? Not­
withstanding every way, whether in pretence, or 
in trnth, Christ is preached, and I therein do 
rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.'" 

Shortly after the publication of Lord Teign-

those " comparisons," and that " opposition," between the two 
Institutions, the exislencc of which he says is " much to be 
regretted," his Lordship would surely have abstained from those 
animadversions, in his Charge to his Clergy, in 1810, which 
have contributed so greatly to encourage tlwse "comparisons," 
and to stimulate that " opposition." 
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mouth's Heply, a :-pirited a11cl i11~·Pnio11s " LPUPr, 
addrt>~sed to the Hev. Dr. Wordsworth, hy William 
J>ealtry, M.A., Fdlow of Tri11it~- Collt•.!!.'I', and 
Examining Chaplain to the Lol'II Bishop of Bris­
tol,"' introduced to the public a wrih•r, to whose 
promptitude, acuteness, and con,-;tancy, in de­
fending and vindicating tht> cause of the Institu­
tion, the friends of the British and l~orei::;·n llihle 
Society are under the greatest ol,lig·ations. Mr. 
Dealtry had been a college-associate, and was 
still the personal friend, of Ur. Wordsworth. He 
had therefore to balance between private feeling 
and a sense of puhlic duty. It is not sa~·ing· too 
much of Mr. Uealtry, (and more co11lil not l,r 
said of any man,) that he sacrificed neither to the 
other, but so fulfilled the obligations of friend­
■hip, as at the same time to satisfy those of af­
fection. " I write not," says Mr. Dealtry, " in 
the spirit of hostility, and I trust that I shall 
say nothing which can inflict the slig-htr•st paiu 
upon your liberal and 111anly mind. If I orer-
1,tep, in a sin~le i11sta11cc, that precise limit which 
the most cordial respect aud esteem would na­
turally mark out, I will most readily acknow­
led~e my nror, and solicit your for::;·in~11ess." 
This temlenwss, so characteristic of a i.,"Teat mind, 
did 11ot howe,·cr restraiu the writer from el;a• 
mining tl1e olijedio11s which it was hi:- lm,-;i11es11 
to refute, with just a11d impartial sewrity. l•'ew 
controrer:sial writers have brought to the drudgery 
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and trial of replication and rejoinder, more gooil 
humour and vivacity than Mr. Dealtry contrives 
(in despite of an apparent harshness of tone) al­
most invariably to maintain. After a somewhat 
elaborate investigation of the question between the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge and 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, in which 
it is shewn, from the improved funds and exer­
tions of the former, how little ground it has gf 
complaint against the latter, Mr. Dealtry enlivens 
the discussion by an effort of pleasantry, which, 
as it exhibits a specimen of his manner, and 
tends, as every thing· which he has written does, 
to recommend a good understanding between the 
two Societies, the author makes no apology for lay­
ing before the reader. 

" Once upon a time, in the midst of a pa1·ched 
and dreary land, there gushed from the top of a 
mountain a fine spring of water, which carried 
g-ladness and fe1tiiity wherever it flowed: the 
wilderness was converted into a garden near its 
banks, and verclure and cultivation were the sure 
companions of its progres:s. After some time, a 
similar stream began to flow from the summit of 
a neighboming hill : it became the parent of 
many branching rivulets, which cheered the face 
of nature on e-very side, and carried happines11 
and abundance into the remotest lands. The 
,good old stream was a little touched.with "jea­
louiy ;" ancl, conscious of the inestimable benefit11 
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which it"df had confprrcd, Pxpost11late1l with its PART 11. 

11,iaspiring: 11eig·hbo11r in tht> followi1w: terms:- " 11 Al'. 
I, 

' no you not k11ow that ~ 011 are i11tn11li11g into a .___,_, 
country which I han~ pre-o,·,·11pfrd, ai11l that you HlOll-lO. 

anti yom rinilels han! a <lire,·t aml bwu:fid ope-
ration lo iitil',fere witlt, imped,•, 1111d c11rl11il, the 
i11esli11111ble bem:fits of ,g-ras,, and ,!.!Teen lid<ls, 
which I ham so happily promoted r·-• Why, 
how can that be? Are 11ot my streams pme and 
salubrious as your own; and does not the desert 
smile, likewise, where1·er I go?'-' Your strPams 
do, indeed, profoss to he pm·e, thou)!h I hare 
somethi11µ:, if I choose, to say upon that point;-
but I insist upon it that I a111 the good ol<i stream, 
and that you are an interloper; and I should not 
err much if I called you a thief.'-' A thief! 
Did I ever steal any thing from you?'-' Yes, 
you have: it cwt need no proq/; that, if your 
mouth were dosed, some of thP water, which 
now course;; alo11g yom channel,-, would, hy lilt.rn-
tion through the 11101111tai11, he found in mine.'-
' It is certaiuly v1~ry possihle, that some fiftceu 
or twenty drop~ miglit. ham n!aChl'd yon by this 
subterraneou;: filtration ; but, i--ee what a nolile 
body of water I posse~s ! And I P111ploy the whole 
for the lw11efit of thPsl! parched a11<l thirsty 
lamb.'-' \Vlrnt 1,usinc;;s, l ask pm, ha,P you 
to flow nt all? I t!xish.•d for n~l'S ht.fore any 
one thougl1t uf yuu: and l am hy 11u means con-

'l I 2 



484 

PART II, 
. CHAP. 

I, ..__,_,, 
1809-10, 

HISTORY OF THE BitlTlllH 

vinced, notwithstanding your imposing and dt­
vouring claims, that you confer any benefit what­
ever; your very complexion is" offensive;" and if 
" I should go still deeper, I think it would not 
be difficult to point out some evils and important 
deficiencies, and more possibilities of evil, extant 
in, and resulting from, and probabilities of great 
improvement lost and precluded by," such a 
shabby current as you are. Yet, little as I ad­
mire you, I had rather that you would become a 
feeder to me, than move in this unauthorized 
manner through the world alone.'-' My good 
friend, it is quite impossible: some of my rivulets 
might possibly be turned, so as to fall into your 
channel; but there are copious branches, which, 
from the nature of the country, roll on in other 
,directions, and cannot by any process be made 
to combine with yours : neither, as I believe, 
would you be willing to receive them. While, 
therefore, we carry cheerfulness and delight on 
every side, let us be content to pursue our own 
channels in quietness and peace.' 

" It would well become us, my dear Words­
worth, to follow this good advice. Let the rivera 
of life flow without interruption through all cli­
mates, that every one who thii-steth, may come 
to the waters, and that their benefits may be felt 
in every corner of the globe, among all nations, 
aud langua~es, and people, and ton&"ues. Happy 
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will be the day which shall witness this extension 
of blessings, and happy the instruments of such 
abundant good!" 

The effect produced by the answers of Lord 
Teignmouth and Mr. Dealtry, was considerably 
increased by an eloquent and conciliatory pam­
phlet from the Rev. W. Ward, Hector of Myland, 
near Colchester, aud one of the earliest and most 
strenuous of the Society's friends in that quarter. 
Under the anouymous designation of " An Old 
Friend to the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge," Mr. Ward, in "A Letter on the 
Subject of the British and :Foreign Bible Society, 
addressed to the Hev. Dr. Gaskin," unfolds the 
principles upon which he, in common with the 
Church Members of the British and Foreig-n Bible 
Society, reconciles the warm support of that In­
stitution with the sincerest friendship and good 
will towards the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge. As this subject has been, and con­
tiimes to be, greatly misunderstood, it may not be 
amiss to show, by a few extracts from Mr. ,varcl"s 
Letter, the view which was taken of it hy the 
Chmch Members of the B1·itish and Foreign Bihle 
Society, in 18IO ;-a view of the subject, it 11111st 
be added, which they entertained from the n-ry 
commencement of the Institution, and whil'h the 
experience of every succeeding yca1· has tended 
more and more to confirm. 
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The letter commences as follows: 

"Dear Sir, 
" You may wonder how an old member and 

zealous supporter of the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledg·e, can also be an active and 
zealous promoter of the British and .Foreign 
Bible Society. I will give you the reason in few 
words:-Because I consider them, not as rival 
01· opposite Societies, but the very reverse: I con­
side1· the new as auxiliary to the old, and both 
co-opemting to promote a more general diffi.tsion 
of Christian Knowledge." 

After pronouncing the highest eulogium on the 
old Society, Mr. Wa1·d thus resumes: 

" You may ask me, perhaps, ' \Vhy then pro­
mote a new Society? Why not be content with 
the old?' I answer, Because the old is, from its 
constitution, incapable of effecting all the good 
which is desirable. You are not equal to the work 
which is before us. The harvest is great, my dear 
Sir : and the Lord of the harvest seems now to 
he raising up a great host of laborers to accom­
plish the grand design. The light of the Gospel, 
which at present shines but on a speck, as it were, 
of the globe, is to be diffused over the face of the 
whole habitable earth, and among those that live 
upon the wide seas. Now judge, how very inade­
quate your funds are to the accomplishment of this 
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grent work, 1lrnw11, a:-; they are, exdnsi\'dy, from 
Jllembers qf lite Clwrclt q( E11gland. But tlw 
m1lin1it1'd pee1111iary n•somce,-: of tht' Bihll' So­
ciety-that i,; to say, the 1111ite1I crn1trilmtio11", the 
kgacie,;, and donations, or all dcscriptious of 
Christians-ran do wo111lPrs; cau absolutely ><np­
ply thP place of miracles, aud tlie ;.rift or to11;.;·11es. 
Not only " the Parthian,.:, and .Mede,-:, a111I Elam­
ites, and the dwellers in JI esopola111ia," h11t all 
the dwellers in Emope, Asia, Africa, aud Ame­
rica, and in the isles of the sea, 111:iy he enabled 
to rend in their ' own tou;;uc, wherein tlwy \I ere 
bom, the \\ouderlitl works of God.' Tiu! ohj,·ct 
is so f?;loriou,,, so ;rra11d, and so s11hli1u1·; the 
scheme is so full of the lo\'e of Gon, the lo11i of 
om· country, and the 1111in·rsal love of 0111· li-llow­
creaturcs; the idea is so a11i111ati11~·, a1ul so cu11-

soli11~; nncl, at the same ti111e, the attaiu1:11•11l of 
the ohject so probable, by tlu.• meaus whi("h ( ;Oil 
seeml'! to harn suggested to the 111iuds of 1111•11, 
that, viewed in this light, the work 111w,t lian! tl1e 
last pra~·crs of every µ;ootl mau wheu lw lie,; 
down at ni!!,·ht, and his first ejac11latio11s nhe11 Ill' 
awakes in the morning. 

" Notwithstanding the ~reat effort,; of tlw So­
ciety for Promoting {.;hristia11 K11owledµ;1•, for 
upwards of a century, om wauls at lurnu.- an· slill 
great. I will veuturc t.o say, tlll'rc an• Ji•\1 parishes 
throughout .Englaud, in which 111a11y BilJ!es are 
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not wanted among the poor ; and the wants are 
much greater in many parts of Scotland : but if 
you cross the water to the sister kingdom-where 
the minds of the poor natives, like the soil of 
their land, will produce a most exuberant crop of 
any seed you sow, either good or bad-the wants 
are still far more urgent. Had you visited Ireland 
before the institution of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, and the different Societies it has 
given rise to in that country, you might have 
travelled from Giant's Causeway to Bantry Bay, 
from one extremity of the kingdom to the other, 
and (avoiding the chief towns) visited every 
cabin in your way, without finding, perhaps, three 
hundred perfect Bibles among three millions of 
people. I speak from personal knowledge of the 
country. 

"Now, I only beg any man to take up the 
Reports of the Bible Society, and read what it 
has clone to supply the poor people of that coun­
try with the Bible; let any man see what the 
Auxiliary Societies of Cork, Dublin, Limerick, 
Derry, Belfast, and the united efforts of the 
opulent and populous province of Ulster, have 
done, and are still doing, towards circulating the 
Bible throughout the country; and if he have a 
spark of the love of God, or the love of man, or 
the love of his country, in his heart, he must ap­
prove and rejoice." 
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The reasoning employed in the following ex­
tract, together with the ob~ervation by which it is 
introduced, is desening attention; and both will 
be found to apply with increased propriety in the 
more adranced stages of the contnwersy. 

" The great source of all controversy and con­
tention among good mt·n, with regard to the Bible 
Society, is a want of a dear knowledge of the 
subject in dispute. Many oppose it, who have 
never examined one of its Repo1ts, uor know any 
thing of its constitution. The fact is, that men 
catch their prejudices from each other, without 
giving themselves the trouble to examine the truth 
and nature of the case. They hear a few alarm­
ing phrases-such as amalgamation, heterogeneous 
mixtme, combination of parties-and they im­
mediately infPr ruin to the Church, or injury to 
the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 
But they would do well to consider, that we are 
mixed and amalgamated as suhjects, soldiers, 
and sailors, and yet, by means of laws, and dis­
cipline, and good government, we are kept in 
tolerable order, and made to work together for 
the g·eneral good. In like manner, t~1e first law 
of the llible Society will preserve unanimity, and 
make all its members work together for the good 
of the human race. 

" Do not imagine, my dear Sir, that in pleading 
thus warmly for the Bible Society, I am not also 
a zealous friend of the Society for Promoting 
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PART II. Christian Knowledge. I would not be under­
CHAP. stood as advocating the cause solely of a par-

1. 
'---' ticular bo<ly: I desit-e to plead for the circulation 

.lSO!HO. of the Word of God. My prayer is, that both 
Societies may prnsper. You cannot do the same 
good alone: but the quantum of good that may 
be done by both Societies conjointly, is abso­
lutely incalculable. Let all contention drop, 
then; and only emulate each other in doing good. 
Th::! new Society has greatly contributed to the 
augmentation of the old, and is contributing 
daily: which any one may see by comparing 
yom ammal subscriptions for the last six years, 
since the commencement of the Bible Society, 
with those of the six years immediately preceding. 
They stand as follows : 

" Subscription of 1803, (the year before 
the Bible Society commenced,) .. 2, 119l. 

" Ditto of 1809 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,413/. 

"Here is an increase of I,294l.-above one-third; 
and I predict that your next Report will exhibit a 
,·ery considerable augmentation to your last. 

"Now let us see the number of Bibles, New 
Testaments, and Psalters, issued by your Society 
in the same years, and compare one year with the 
other, and it will plainly appear that the good you 
have done has increased in the same proportion a~ 
your subscriptions. 
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"Bibles, New Testaments, and Psal­
ters, is:-ue1l by the Society for Pro­
moti11,?: Christian K11owledge in 
1803, (the year beforp the Institu-
tion of the Bible Society,) . . . . . . 17,779 

" Ditto in 1809 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22,Gll 

" Here is an addition of 4,332; and if m~ com 
pare the m1111ber of your Bibles, Testaments, and 
Psalters, issued iu lU00, with the mn11hcr i:,;:,;ued 
in 180~), tlw dillerence will be 8,848. fo that year 
you sent out 13,76:J; in this year, 22,Gl I. 

" Now to ,,-hat ca11 this i11crease of 11m11lic>rs, 
and this n11preccde11ted 1°xcrtio11 be owing, u11der 
God, but to the ge11eral iuterest excited in the 
public mind uy this new Society, and the stimulus 
which the one Society very naturally g·ivl':-; to the 
other? 

" I feel the hig·hest reverence for some that 
oppose the Bihle Society, and con{ess my in­
feriority to them in every respect. But ,,mrely, 
my dear Sir, 11either you nor they have ever 
made tlwse calculatio11s. Surdy yon would not 
wish to deprive the world of nearly a huu<lred 
thousand Bibles mul Testaments annually, which 
may be i11crewsed to a million, or to any 1111111be1· 
commensurate with the fu11ds of the lu~titution: 
surely, 1 say, had yon eou:-idered the suhject in 
this poiut of vif:w, you would not, from the dread 
of some partial e\il, wish to deprive the world of 
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such an unspeakable blessing, before you secured 
the means to supply its place. That the world 
would be deprived of this blessing, will clearly 
appear, by comparing the sum total of Bibles and 
Testaments circulated by your Society when you 
l!tood alone, in 1800, with the sum total issued 
by both Societies in 1809.-

" Bibles, Testaments, and Psalters, 
circulated by the old Society in 
1800 .................... 13,76~ 

" Bibles, Testaments, and Psalters, 
circulated by both Societies in 
1809 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99,883 ! ! 

More Bibles, Testaments, and Psal-
ters, issued in 1809, than in 1800, 86,120 ! ! 

" These are what have issued from the re­
spective repositories in St. Paul's Church-yard 
and Fleet-street only ; but to these if we could 
add the numbers that have issued from all the­
other Societies to which the Bible Society has 
given birth, in Ireland, Scotland, and the conti­
nents of Europe and America, the sum total of 
additional good would be immense. And then, 
when we consider that all this extensive good il!I 

still rapidly extending wider and wider, by means 
of these two Societies, the mind is filled with 
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gratitude and wonder; the heart, oppressed with 
the distressful scenes of war and devastation, is 
relieved and comforted. Surely it is the God of 
mercy who is thus sending forth the cousolations 
of the Gospel to the afflicted nations that are 
suffering at this time under his chastening hand! 
Where is the man, with a spark of the love 
of God or man in his heart, that must not pray 
for the prosperity and welfare of these two 
Societies ?" 

The compatibility of the two Societies each with 
the other having been thus very fairly and satis­
factorily explained, the following suggestion is 
offered to the consideration of the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge; the wisdom of 
which will, it may be hoped, recommend it even­
tually to general adoption. 

Let all your members who are also mem­
bers of the Bible Society, draw their Bibles and 
Testaments from this, and only Tracts and 
Prayer Books from yours. Your Bibles and 
Testaments being your heaviest articles of ex­
pense, a saving may hereby be made to you 
of some thousand pounds annually, and you 
will be enabled to do much good in other re-
1pects : you will be enabled to widen the sphere 
of your utility, both at home and abroad. Be 
assured, they will prove your best a11d truest 
friends that will adopt this plan. I trnst Goo 
will put it into the hearts of many good Christia11s 
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to increase your means, by legacies and dona­
tions ; these, however, are contingent ; but the 
remedy which I propose we can immediately 
command, and the expediency of it is obvious and 
important. 

" Both Societies, thus proceeding in amicable 
emulation, might perform such works of love, 
such wonders of evangelical charity, as have not 
been known since the days of the Apostles, and 
would fill the world with astonishment." 

As the strain of this letter, though sufficiently , 
liberal, is more particularly adapted to the sen­
timents and feelings of the Members of the Esta­
blished Chmch, it was with great judgment and 
tenderness of spirit that the writer avowed his 
r~spect for the members of other Christian deno­
minations, who are associated in support of the 
British aml Foreig·n Bible Society. The passage 
which contai11s that avowal, exhibits to advan­
tage the principles of the writer; and confirms, 
by an additional and unsuspected testimony, 
what has been said in commendation of the Dis-· 
senting Members of the Institution. 

" I should be very sorry," observes the author, 
" if any thing in this Letter gave offence to any 
denomination of Christians. Towards my Dis­
senting Brethren I feel nothiug but sentiments of 
g;ood-will: the dig·nity and mocle1·::1tion with which 
they have hitherto conducted themselves, and 
the modesty with which they have s-iven the pre-
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•~cdenre to the Chnrrh in all Auxilial'y Societies 
of which I ham l'Pct•ive<l any infol'mation, reflect 
the greatest ho1101' 1tpon the whole hody, an<l 
pl'oYe, to my conviction, that the circulation of 
the Bible i, the chief ohjf'ct they han' at heart; 
which they know they cau best promote hy giving 
precedence to the Established Church." 

The trimnphaut defence which the SociPty had 
obtained from the exel'tions of these clisting;ui,ahed 
:idrncates, contributed not a little to eleYate the 
111pirits of those on whom the toil and the respon­
sibility of conducting its affairs officially devolved. 
Animated by that issne to which the controversy 
had been brought, they lelt their conlidence iu 
the success of their labors alnmdantly stl'ength­
ened, \\·hile they saw the Society pass, with so 
much honor, through the ordeal of another con­
troversy, to the joyful celebration of its Sixth 
Annivel'sary. 

In the midst of au assembly, greatly exceed­
i:1~·. in uumb1·r a1Hl in rank, any attendance that 
had preriously IJ1•en witue;;sed; a:1d s11pp01·ted 
l,y pl'elatt•s, 1w1·rs, and <listiug;uished co111111011el"s, 
a11d among; tht>m by the llishops of St. David°::; 
a11d of ( 'loy1w, respectively, the Hr~t ,\ elsh au<l 
J l'i~lt Uishops who had cou11tc11anc1·d the annual 
rni·1•li11g-s with tlwir 111·ese111·c,-appeare<l the Noble 
l'rn,idc•11t, aud recouutPd, i11 the lwari11g; of au 
1mi111atecl 11111ltitudt>, tl1e intcrcsti11:.?: tra11sactio11s 
gf the past year. En::ry e) e glistened with plea-
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sure, and every heart beat with exultation, whilt! 
his Lordship described the extensive and diversi­
fied operations in which the Society had been 
engaged, and pointed out, how, " like the great 
rivers of the earth, which fertilize regions far dis­
tant from the soil in which they take their rise, 
it had diffused the waters of life to the remotest 
realms, and had held out an invitation to every 
accessible part of the globe-' Ho, every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters !'" 

The addre!ilses delivered by the several speak­
ers, were in the same tone of lofty and expanded 
feeling, subdued indeed, but not lowered, by the 
painful recollection of the loss which the interest 
of the Society had sustained by the decease of 
Bishop Porteus. To the general regret many an 
eye bore witness, as often as the topic was ad­
verted to, and more particularly when the Re-v. 
Mr. Hughes, with equal sensibility and candor, 
applied to the dispensation which had removed 
our Episcopal Patron, the very apposite exclama­
tion: " Om· fathers, where are they, and the 
prophets, do they live for ever?" 

The disposition which prevailed throughout 
the assembly, corresponded with the wishes ex­
pressed by the Stockholm Society in their letter 
of salutation upon the prospect of the approach­
ing anniversary. 

" May your annual meeting," say they, anti­
cipating the occa11ion, " be blessed with much 
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joyful intellig·ence from erel'y quarter of the world ; 
announcing, that your exertions do incrca1,ingly 
prosper, that the darkness i~ pass.iug· away, that 
the glorious light of the Go,;pel is shiniug· hl'ightcr 
and Ll'ighter, aud that to the many thou~auds 
who reside in the cottages of poverty, au<l whom 
God in his iuscrutable wisdom leech, ,rith the 
bread of tears,' beauty' is now g-i,·en for ashes, 'the 
oil of joy for mourniug, and the garmcut of praise 
for the ;.;pirit ofhea\·iuess.' Thus you will ham a 
foretaste of heavenly joys, au<l we shall partici­
pate with you in them. Aud when at the cou~i­
deration of all the mercies of God, which far 
surpass our imagination, you are excited to a 
holy astonishment, and, lost in wonder, love, 
and praise, shall draw nigh unto the throue of 
his glory, there to present, with one heart and 
voice, your united thanks and adoratio11:-,--onr 
Amen shall resound, and ming-le with that of the 
whole creation." 

The event of this meeting, was, the addition of 
two Jri,-.h Prelates, the Bishops of Cloy11e, aud 
of Clogher, to the m1111ber of the Vice-Pre1,ide11ts; 
and a larg·e accetssio11, Ly new subscriptio11s and 
donations, to the general stre11gth of the Institu­
tion. 

Such was the auspicious terminatio11 of a year 
signally di~ti11guished hy the sen!ntl ,ici,sitndes 
of couflict and prrn,perity, of disappointme11L aud 
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success. The spirit in which its proceedings 
were commemorated, was congenial with the sa­
cred and peaceful character of the Institution . 
No symptoms were mauifosted either of angry 
irritation or of indecorous triumph. Every con­
sideration in the remotest degree allied to con­
tention and controversy, was kept out of view; 
and nothing was advanced, nothing was con­
templated, but the glorious design of the Society, 
and the uuexceptionalile means of effecting its 
accomplishment. 

" ,v e could have wished," to quote the lan­
guage of a respectable publication,* " that every 
individual who feels a doubt respecting the real 
nature and tendency of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, had been present at the meeting 
which we have now the happiness to record. He 
would have seen a large assembly, composed of 
Christians of almost every name, rejoicing toge­
ther in the progressive advancement of the So­
ciety towards its grand object, the extension of 
the word of life and salvation ' to all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues.' He would 
have seen how the unity and sublimity of their 
common object had put to flight every discordant 
feeling, and blended them into one harmonious 
mass ; affording some idea, though a faint one, 

• Christian Observer for l\lay, 1810. 



AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

of the peace, and love, and joy, we are taught 
to expect in that glorious period which animates 
the hopes of the saints, when 

" One song employs all nations, and all cry, 
' Worthy the Lamb, for he was slain for us.' 
The dwellers in the vale, and in the rocks 
Shout to each other, and the mountain-tops, 
From distant mountains catch the flying joy: 
Till nation after nation taught the strain, 

Earth rolls the rapturous Hosanna round.'' 
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AnnREss, by the Rev. J. Hughes, intilled, "The Excellency 
of the Holy Scriptures an Argument for their more general 
Dispersiou," 10.-Extracts, 29.-Presented to the Bishop 
of London, (Porteus,) 37. 

-----, utracts from one, in which the inteution of form-, 
ing a Society for the distribution of the Holy Scriptures, 
was tirst announced, 33. 

----- to the parochial clergy, dissenting ministers, &c. 
in behalf of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 109. 

----- of the Society in Scotland for propagating Christian 
Knowledge, declaratory of its co-operation with the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, 168. 

----, ste Prospectus. 
Africa, some Arabic translations of the Scriptures among the 

negroes of, highly prized, 300. 
Ayr, Prcshytery of, 416; see Glasgow. 
Alers, William, Esq- 3G, 43, 64, 03. 
Allan, Thomas, Esq. 410_ 
Alsace, Bibles di,triuuted at, lii1-
America, 1'orth, supplies of the Scriptures sent to the British 

settlers, soldi,•rs, and colouisls, there, 2a9.-A Biule So­
ciety established at Philadelphia, 3!1U; which is followc,I 
by several other,, 4.:i3, 
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America, South, Spanish Testaments sent to Monte Video, 
367; which are suppressed by the Bishop of Buenos Ayres, 
368. 

Apology for the opponents of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, llii. 

Arabic version of the Scriptures, 281, 294, 299. 
Association in Birmingham, 216, 219, .229, 403. 
---- in Dublin " for Discountenancing Vice, and Pro­

moting the Knowledge and Practice of the Christian Reli­
gion," 23.-Correspondence with, 106-109.-lts origin 
end progress, 197.-Supplied with Billies and Testaments 
by the British and Foreign Bible Society, 266. 

---- in London, in aid of the Funds of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society; the first of its kind iu South Britain, 
216, 229. 

Astrachan, see Sarepta. 
Austria, grant towards the formation of a Bible Society in, 

102.-S,e Nurenberg and Bilsle. 
Auxiliary Societies formed during the first six years of the Bri-

tish end Foreign Bible Society; viz. 
Reading, 28th March, moo, 403, 406. 
Nottingham, 30th March, 1800, 409. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 30th March, 1809, 430. 
Edinburgh, 31st July, 1809, ib. 
East Lothian, 4th October, 1809, ib. 
Leeds, 2f>th October, 1809, ib. 
Exeter, 0th December, 1809, ib. 
Manchester and Salford, ,uh January, 1810, ii,. 
Kendal, iith January, 1810, ib. 
Bristol, 1st February, 1810, ib. 
Sheffield, iith February, 1810, 431. 
Leicester, 19th February, 1810, ib. 
Hull, 4th April, 1810, ib. 

~-------, their importance to the Parent Instilutio■, 
431.•-General rules adopted by them, 433. 

Babington, Thomas, Esq. 03. 
Ball, Right Rev, Bishop, 101. 

B. 
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Bangor, Right Rev. Bishop of, see Warrm. 
Baptist :\lission at Seramporc, 09, la4, 275, 277, 288. 
Basie Religious So,·iety, 101. 
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--, the inluuilants, unal,le to form a Bil,le Society of their 
own, join that at NurenLerg, 1.;o. 

--, the l\un·ulierg Society removed to, 231.-Extracl from 
the Public Address on that occasiou, 232.-lts progress, 
366.-Pul,lishcs the German Testament and Bible, 37.;,­
Its importance as a medium through which to circulate the 
Scriptures in the South of France, 376.-Secmul and third 
editions of the German BiLle printed, and French Bil,le• 
and Testaments distrilmted 1,y it, 430. 

Batavia, origin of the Bible Institution at, 100. 
Bath, Countess of, 233. 
Bavaria, New Tcsh1ments sent for distribution in, 124. 
Bayley, Rev. If. V. 435, . 
Beil by Porteus, Ri;:ht llev. Bishop of Loudon, the Plan of the 

British and Foreign Bible Society submitted l", a111I cor­
dially received by, 49.-luterests himself in the welfare of 
the Socic1y, and recommends Loni Tei/.':nmouth to be its 
President, ()7.-Becomes himself a Vice-President, 70.­
His joy on hearing the leller of a Romm, Catholic priest of 
Swabia, 123.-A tlempls made lo detach him from the So­
ciety, i:;a, 221.-Zealous for the Oriental translations, 
281.-His concern at the hostility of the Bengal Govern­
ment, 20:J.-Exertions to procure patronage for the Society, 
318.-Puhlishes a defence of the Soci,·.ry, in reply to Mr. 
Twining·s pamphlet, %0.--llis death, 4:U.-Extract from 
his letter to Go,,ernors, &c. in the British West-India 
Islan,ls, 42:;, nole.-Tribule lo hi, memory, 42!1. 

Belfast Branch Society, 463. 
Benwell, Joseph, Esq. 36, G3. 
Berlin, communication from, on the scarcity of Bol!emia.u Bi­

bles, 117.-Grant towards the establi,hment of a Bil,le 
Society there, llB.-The Society founded, under the sanc­
tion of the King of Prussia, 188.-Extract from its Address, 
l!JO.-Sccoud grant to, from the British aud Foreign Bible 
Society, l!Jl.-Undertakcs an edition of the Bohemian Bi­
ble, a;,d perseveres in its labours ,luring the occupation of 
lhe city 1,y the French, 233, :JUG.-Thc Bohemian llible 
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completed, :173.-Undertake, au edition of the Polish Bi­
ble, ;i,, and receives farther assistauce from the British and 
Foreign BiMe Society, 374, 442. 

Bernard, Thom,.,, Esq. (now Sir Thomas, Bart.) 63. 
----, S"r!,i,1, a poor woman of Alsace, her exemplary and 

beneYolrnt conduct, 151. 
Bible Society, a, eslablisbed in 1780; result of ill Jabon to 

1803, 23. 
Biblical Library begun, 135. 
Birkbeck, Wiison, Esq. G3, 267. 
Birmingham Association, 216, 219, 229, 403. 
Black, Rev. l\lr. Hm. 
Blackburn, Rev. Dr. 435. 
Boase, Henry, Esq. 16, 36, 63. 
Bogue, Rev. D. 391. 
Bohemia supplied with Testaments, &c. from the Institution at 

Halle, 23,;_ 
Bohemian Bibles, stc Berlin. 
Bombay, origin of the Institution at, for translating the Scrip-

tures into the Oriental languages, 100. 
Booth, Rev. E. 435. 
Boston, see Mas,achusetts. 
Brant, Captain, hi, translations of portions of tbe Scriptures, 

aud the Liturgy of the Clmrch of Eugland, into the Mohawk 
language, 126. 

Bristol Auxiliary Bible Society formed, 430, 436.-lts Rules 
adopted by most other Auxiliary Societies, 433.-lts zeal, 
464. 

British and Foreign Bible Society, its origin, I, et seq.-Set 
Society. 

Brown, Jlev. David, !J9, 279, 288. 
Bruonmark, Re,•. Dr. 114. 
Brunton, Rev. Henry, undertakes a uew version of the Scrip­

tures in the Tartar dialect, 252. 
Buchanan, Rev. Dr. 99, 275, 277, 288.-Pre,;euts his Memoir 

to Lord Minto, 362. 
Buenos Ayres, a supply of the Scriptures, in Spanish, sent 

to, 25!!. 
------, the Roman Catholic Bishop of, suppresses the 

~panish Testaments oent lo Moote Video,. 368. 
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llunoell, Joseph, Esq. G3. 
Burn, He\', EOwar<l, projector of the Birmingham .\ssocialiou, 

2l!J. 
Burrowes, R..-. Dr. 1!18. 
Butterworth, Joseph, Esq. 63, 417. 

C. 

Calcutta, origm of the Jnstituliou at, for lran;latin: lhr 
Scriptures iuto the Orieutal languages, 100. 

---- Corresponding Commillee, 2i!i, 28tJ. 
---- Auxiliary Bible Society, 288. 
Calmuc tra11slatiu11 of the Scriptures, 2!J-t.-C.rant for print­

iug, 2!l!i. 
Calmucs, short account of, 295. 
Canada, supplies of the Scriptures seut to, 36;).--S,c Mo­

hawk and Six Nations. 
Cansicin Bible h,stituliou, at Ilalle, in Saxony, short account 

of, 18!i.-Supplies the Bohemian coogregalious in Prussia 
with New Testaments, &c. 236; and the Gcnnau colonists 
on the W olga with Bibles aocl Testaments, 2;,a.-Scr llalle. 

Cape of Good Hope, see Good Hope. 
Care)·, Re.-. Dr. 99, 1;,-t.-First proposes the Oriental trans­

lations to the British and Foreign Bible Socir.t)', 27,;. 
Carlyk, Rev. J. D. his Prospeetus for printing an .\rabic Bi-

ble, 299. 
Cashel, i\lost Rev. Archbishop of, 364. 
Catholics, set Rowan Catholics. 
Ceylon, ,lcgra,lt-d ,Lale of the Chrisliau religion in, 321. 
Cb~ritaulc institutions supplied with the Scriptures, 3H-.I, -.158.-

S'e, llo,pitals, \\'orkliouses, &c. 
('harlrs, 1;,.,. Thuuias, of Bala, proposes a uew e,litiun of the. 

W,-1,h J,il,k, I,,· suhscripliou, HJ;-1\hich, added lo his 
incp,~r.i.t> f,·r ~up11 1!..:s of that llOok, lead lo the J~,rmatiou 
of tlj(' 1'.-ril::-,i1 aur! Forci:2:11 Bi:1le Sociel)', l~B.--Eu~a:.!t·d to 
rc\'i:it: 1 lie OxfunJ C'>i'Y, for a nt,,·, ediliu11, by 11u· Soeil·ly. 

t:}n.-L11pko1~ant di- ..:ll.-,~io11 iu ('OllsCflllf'l1l"l', ib.·- · s.,1is­
faction of the Couunillt•P, l<il.- l!dt'n 11ce to lltt· l..rv. \\1

• 

Davies, ib.-Ttw i11,o:!--tigation sh1pp1'.d, J.-tt. •-Ob!',en·a­
lions, l-12-l;Ja.-l'rowotcs tlu'! iutt:rc~t of the Socict~ ia 
the Principality, 160, 
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Chaumont, Mr. 95. 
China, the attention of the Society lirst drawn towards that 

country, 89 - Correspondence relative to the MS. in the 
British Museum, 90.-See Oriental. 

Circulation of U1e Scriptures, appointment of a Sub-Committee 
for, 88. 

Clarke, Rev. Dr. Adarn, constructs a scale of types, for print• 
ing the Scriptures in the Tartar dialect, 298.-011 the 
want ofan edition of the Scriptures in the Arabic language, 
305.-His recommendation to print the Greek Testament 
in both the ancient and modern dialects, 394.-His emi­
aent services lo the Society, and disinterested conduct, 
309, 417. 

Clarkson'• " History of the Abolition of the Slave-Trade," 
extract from, 42, not,. 

Clowes, Rev. John, 43/i. 
Coke, Rev. Dr. 26. 
Colchester, an attempt to form an Au,,liary Society at, op­

poser! by the Bishop of London, (Ranrlolph,) and produces 
an attack upon the Parent Institution by Dr. Wordsworth, 
470. 

Collins, Governor, his letter of acknowledgment for the sup-
ply of Scriptures sent to Van Diemen's Land, 260, 

Colombo, origin of the Society's Institution at, 100. 
Committee new modelled, li6. 
Connecticut Bible Society formed, 41i3. 
Convicts at Woolwich, supplies of the ~criptures sent to, 271. 
Copenhagen, singular preservation of the Icelandic Bibles de-

posited there, during its bombardment, 319. 
Cork Bible Society established, 364.-Extract from its Re­

port, 414.-Bibles and Testaments distrilrnted by, 415.­
G rant to, 463. 

Corresponding Committee at Calcutta, 276, 288. 
Council of Trent, how far it prohibited the reading the Scrip­

tures to the laity, 120. 
" Country Clergyman's Letter to Lord Teignmoulh," correction 

uf an error in, 32, nole.-Its virulence against the British 
~nd Foreign Bible Society, 155.-Extracts from, ib. nolr.­
Answer to, 159.-Tlie writer makes a second ttlkmpt to 
detach the Bishop of London (Porteu1) from the Society, 
!22-22~. 
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Cowie, Robert, Esq. 36, 63.-Opens the business at the first 
public meeting for forming the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, 43. 

Coxe, Lieutenant, 271. 
Cranganore, the Roman Catholic Archbishop of, prohibits the 

circulation of the Scriptures, 120, TUile. 
Crawford, Charles, Esq. (now Lord) 113. 

D. 

Dale, David, Esq. promotes the interests of the Society in 
Scotland, HH. 

Dalrymple, Rev. Dr. promotes a resolution for a collection in 
the synod of Glasgow and Ayr, ou behalf of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, 162. 

Danish New Testaments printed, for the use of prisoners of 
war, 394. 

Dantzig, contributions from, in aid of the Berlin Bible So­
ciety, 235. 

Davies, Rev. W. on the proposed new orthography for th~ 
Welsh Bible, 146, note. 

Dealtry, Rev. William, reference to his " Vindication of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, 138, 143.--His reply 
to Dr. Wordsworth's attack upon Lord Teignmouth, 473, 
477, 481. 

Denmark, correspondence begun with, relative to the want of 
Bibles there, 100. 

Druck, Professor, 101.-His letter on the establislunent and 
views of the British and Foreign ilible Society, 113. 

Dublin Association, 23, 190, 26G.-S,e A1sociation. 
---, s Bil.,le Society established in, 196.-Fumishrd with 

Bibles and Testaments by the British und Foreign Bible 
Society, 266. 

Durham, Ri!lhl Rev. Bishop of, 70.-Patrouises the printing of 
an Arahic Bihle, 300. 

Dutch New Testameut printed for the u1e of prisoner. of war, 
394. 

E. 

Eut Lothian Ausiliary Bible Society instituted, 430. 
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Edinburgh Presbytery espouses the cause of the Briti1h and 
Foreign Bible Society, 172. 

---- Auxiliary Bible Society instituted, 430. 
English Bibles, resolution for ensuring a competent 1upply of, 

89.-Farther proceedings, 103. 
E1quimaux edition of St. John's Gospel, 460. 
Esthonia, application from a Lutheran church in, and grant 

to, 249.-lts happy consequences, 2/i0, 
Ethelston, Rev. Charles, 43/i, 
Ewald, Rev. Mr. 235. 
Exeter, Right Rev. Dr. Fisher, Bishop of, 71, 286, 408.-See 

Fisher and Salisbury. 
Bible Society instituted, 430. 

Falkheisen, Rev. Mr. 101. 
Fenn, John, Esq. 63. 

F. 

Finance, Committee of, appointed, 88. 
Finnish Bibles, state of, at the period of the British and Fo­

reign Bible Society being formed, 114.-The account 
inaccurate. 116. 

Fisher, Right Hev. Dr. Bishop of Exeter, (afterwards of Salis­
bury,) 71, 28/i, 287.-President of the Reading Auxiliary 
Society, 408. 

Foster, Thomas Furley, Esq. 269. 
Foysler, Samuel, Esq. 36. 
France, the South of, supplied with Bibles and Teataments, 

through the Society at Bilsle, 37/i, 440. 
Frederick William IV. King of Prussia, patronises the Berli■ 

Bible Society, 188-193. 
Freeman, Rev. Mr. notice of his translation of certain part1 

of the Scriptures into the Mohawk language, 126. 
French Bible Society formed in 1792, concise history of, 24, 

ff St'q. 

--- Bibles printed for the use of prisoners of war, 210, 398, 
Fridag, Selrnstian, Esq. 63, 
Fiihnen, a Religious Society iu, 101.-lcelandic New Testa­

ment sent from, to Iceland, 247, 311. 
Fuller, Rev. Andrew, lii4, 
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G. 

Gaelic ,·ersion of the Scriptures, 203.-An edition resolved on, 
206.-Distributiou of, 314, 363. 

Gambier, Lord, 71. 
Gaols supplied with the Scriptures, 270, 306. 
Gaskin, Rev. Dr. 139. 
Gatcliffe, Rev. John, 435. 
General Meetings, see Meeting•. 
German colonists on the Wolga, 253.-Supply of Bibles and 

Testaments sent Lo, from the Institution at Hall,•, ib.-Joy 
with which they were received, 387. 

--- Bible Society instituted at Nurenherg, 102, 112.-Re­
movecl lo Basie, 231.-For its proceedi11gs, ru N urenberg 
and B:tsle. 

---- Testaments distributed in Great Britain, 212. 
Gibraltar, supply of the Scriptures sent to, 363. 
Glasgow, the .lirst city in Scotland that espoused the interests 

of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 11.il.-Resolution 
of the Presbytery to have a public rollcction for it, 162, 
216, 403; which is followed by the synod of Glasgow and 
Ayr, ib. 167.-The collection ordered lo be annual, 416. 

---, Port, see Greenock. 
Glogau, Rev. Mr. 237, 
Good Hope, Cape of, supply of the Scriptures sent to the Bri-

tish settlers, soldiers, and colonists there, 25!!. 
Goree, supply of the Scriptures sent to, 363. 
Gosse, Joseph Smith, Esq. 36. 
Grant, Charles, Esq. M. P. 18, 63, 71. 
Greek Scriptures, an edition of, in the ancient and modern 

dialects, by the British and foreign Bible Society, :1!11. 
Greenock and Port Glasgow Society for circulating the Iloly 

Scriptures, formed, 404.-Merges into the Gre,uock aucl 
Port Glasgow West Renfrewshire Bible Society, 405. 

Grill, Claes, Esq. 63, 

H. 

Hagar, Dr. 91. 
Hall, Rev, Robut, 466, 
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Hall, Rev. S. 435. 
~-, William, Esq. 26. 
Halle, in SaKffny, a communication with, opened, 101, 185.­

Account of the Canstein Bible Institution at, 186, 230, 
253.-See Canstein. 

Hardcastle, Joseph, Esq. 63. 
Hastings, Warren, Esq. 349. 
Henderson, Rev. Ebenezer, 2(0, 444, 440. 
Hertzog, Rev. Dr. 101. 
Hess, Rev. J. J. ib. 
Hibernian Bible Society, its origin, 197.-Extract from its Re­

port, 411.-Bibles and Testaments distributed by, 413.­
Its patronage, exertions, and grant to, from the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, 462. 

Hiemer, Mr. 258, 389. 
Highlands of Scotland, ste.te of the Scriptures in, prior to the 

year 1805, 203.-See Gaelic. 
Hill, Rev. Rowland, 68. 
Hoare, W. H. Esq. 63, 398. 
Hobart, Right Rev. Dr. Bishop of New York, 455. 
Hodgson, Rev. Archdeacou, extract from bis account of the 

Life of Bishop Porteus, explanatory of I he views enter­
tained by that Prelate, in attaching himself to the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, 49, note, 

Hodson, Thomas, Esq. 63. 
Holland, state of the Scriptures in, at the period of the forma­

tion of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 116. 
Hollingsworth, S. Esq. on the expediency of sending the Scrip-

tures to China in the language oflhe natives, 91, 93. 
Hose, J. D. Esq. 63. 
Hospitals supplied with the Scriptures, 270, 306. 
Howard, Robert, Esq. 63, 88. 
Hiiber, Rev. Mr. 101, 387. 
Hughes, Rev. Joseph, fir;t suggests the idea of promoting a 

universal di•tribution of the Scriptures, 17, 82.-Requested 
to prepare an address to the public on the subject, ib. 
which he produces in May, 1803, 19.-Extracts from it, 
29.-Appointed one of the Secretaries to the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, 53.-The Society greatly indebted 
to his e..ertions, 8~. 
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Hull Auxiliary Bihle Society formed, 431. 
Humphrey's" Account of !he Soci,·t:, for Propagating the Gos­

in Foreign Parts," extract from, 120. 
Hunter, Rev. Dr. 169. 

I. 

Iceland, want of Bibles in, 230.--Lettrr from Lord T,·ign­
moulh to the B•shop ot; 2-1:!.-Resolulion of lhc Fiihnen 
Society lo print an Icelandic Teslamen1, 2-17.-Co-opera­
tion of the British and Foreign Bil,lr Sorietv, 24:!, 240.­
The edition complc!Nl, :n !.-Singular ,;reservation of 
the copies at Copenhagen, when that city was homharcled, 
312. 

India, a correspondence opened with, on tlu, suhject of trans­
lating the Scriptures into the Oi-iental languages, !lll.­
(;rants for that purpose, :!ill, 28B.--Enlllish and German 
Biulrs and Teslamenls sent to, for 1hc use of poor Euro­
peans there, 28!J.--Thc Go,·crnment of, unfavorable lo 
the ,·iews of the Society, 201, 361.--Slale of Chrislianity 
in, 321. 

Ireland, stale of, in reference to the views of the British and 
Foreign llihle Societ~·, 1U7.--The Socict~··s first impr(•ssion 
of the ~cw Testament distrihnted in, l!J!i,-Bible Socir1ies 
formed in, for tl1c •)·nod of Ulster, and cily aml county 
of Cork, 36-1.-The schools in, ,upplicd with the Scrip­
tures, ib. 

Irish Bibles, rr,olutiou of the British and Foreign Rihle So­
ciet\ for insuring a compe1rut snppl~- 01; B!I, ma. 

-- l',.;~w Tc~tamenls, order for printing, from Bi.-,ho1• Bedell'• 

version, 458. 
-- Schools supplied with the Scriptures, 31H. 
Italian Scriptures proposed lo he pri111td for the use of the Lt,. 

vant, &c. 301. 

J. 

J,cnick~, Rev. J. on the scarcity of Bohem;an Bihl~•. l1R.­
[,1abli•hcs a Bit.le Soci~ly al Berlin, under the oanctiou of 
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the King of Prussia, 188.-His Letter to the King, 191; 
and his Majesty's Reply, 193. 

Johnson, Dr. Samuel, Extract from one of his Letters, on the 
absolute nece;sity of circulatiug the Scriptures, 207. 

Johnston, Rev. Croxton, 435. 
Jones, Rei•. Mr. IGO. 

K. 

Karass, st?te of the Christian Mission 11t, 2f>0.-Types, paper, 
&c. senl lo, for printing an edition of the Scriptures in the 
Tartar dialect, 252. 

Ker.dai Auxiliary Bible Society formed, 430.-lts zeal, 465. 
Ker, Dr. 340. 
Kiesling, !.\fr. Tobias, 101.-His account of the formation of 

a Bible Society at Nurenherg, 112. 
Knapp, ltcv. Dr. Director of the Orphan House at Halle, in 

Saxony; bis cordial co-operation with the British and Fo­
reign Bible Society, 101, 136, 237, 263. 

Konigsberg, communication from, on the want of Bibles in Li­
thuania, &c. 237. 

Kotschuhey, Count, 251. 

L. 

Labrador, ste Esquiruaux. 
Lanark, rreshytcry of, favorable to the British and }'oreign 

Bible Society, 416. 
Lapland, an erroneous account of the state of the Scriptures 

in, lH, 115.-Orant to the Stockholm Evangelical Society, 
towards an edition of the New Testament, in the dialect of, 
443. 

Latrobe, Rev. C. J. 460. 
Laws and Regulations of the British and Foreign Bible So-

ciety, 74. 
Lea, ltichard, Esq. 36, 63. 
Leeds Auxiliary Bible Society formed, 430. 
Leicester Auxi'iary Bible Society formed, 431.-Extracts from 

its address, 466. 
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Lellers from King <:corge I. or England, to the missionaries at 
Tranquebar, :H:!. 

Library ofdilfcrent ,·ersi,llls uftl,e i hly Scriptures, estahlishcd 
for the use of the Jhitish a11d Fu,-c1~:, J'.jl,lc Society, 13.i. 

Lithuania, wa11t of f>ilih-s i11. :!:~7. 
Loudon Association, to aid the funds of thr Hrilish and Foreign 

Bible Socicl), l>)· l'ollccting small sums, the tir,t of its kiud 
in South Britain, 216, 220, 403. 

London, Lord Bishop ot; sec lleilby Porteus, 

M. 

Macaulay, Zachary, Esq. 61, 63. 
Magee, Rev, Dr. 198. 
Maitland, Alexander, Esq. 36, 63. 
Malabar, stale of Christianity in, 3"20.-Thc Roman Catholic 

Bishop of, consents to the circulation of the Scriplurea 
throughout his diocesr, 320. 

Malayalim translation of the Scriptures, 321. 
Manchester and Slllford Auxiliary Bible Society formed, 430, 

434. 
Marshman, Rev. Mr. 09. 
Martin, Ambrose, Esq. HJ, 63. 
l\lart)·n, Rev. ll. 011 the ,·arious editions of the Arabic Scrip• 

tu res, 307. 
Massachusells Bible Societ)' estahlishcd, 4,,4, 
Meetings, General, of the Hrit i,h and Foreign Bible Society: 

the first, 38; the s<·co111l, GI; the third, or first a1111iver­
san·, 16--t.; the fourth, or second ;.11111ivcrsarv 1 :.!2-J; llac 
fifti,, or third anni\'l'!Sa y, 2a2; the sixth, 01· 

0

fo11rth ,mui­
\"t~rsary, !lG9; the ~c,cwh, or fifth am1ivcrsar)", ~110; the 
ei~hth, or sixth anni\·ers,,ry, 4D5. 

Methodists, \Ve -le~ a:i, lii,era t co11trihutions from, 417. 
Mills, ~a111ucl, ;"":· p:cparcs the outliue of the intrnilrrl So­

ciety for 1,ro1111)ti11 ~ a 1111 rr ('Xli'11siH~ cireulation of the 
Scripture:-, ;ufrrward d,·111,mi11;,1lcfl lht• Briti.-...h and Forcig11 
Ril,lc Soci:..-ty, a:?.-· Further cxntio 11:; in its l,chall~ :JO, -13,, 
G:l, llll. 

Mohawk translation of SI. John', ( ;,.,p..J, h_y Captain Norton, 
the Indian thicJ; 12U.-l'rintccl i,y the Brili~li au<.I Foreign 

VOL. J. :! L 
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Bible Society, 130.-Joyfully received by the Indians of 
Upper Canada, 369. 

Moncneff; Robert Scott, Esq. his exertions to promote the 
views of the British and Foreign Bible Society in North Bri­
tain, 168. 

Mongols, or Moguls, a short account of, 297. 
Monte Video, a supply of Spanish Testaments sent to, 367; 

ll'hich are suppressed by the Roman Catholic Bishop of Bue­
nos Ayres, 368. 

Montucci, Dr. Antonio, his offer to superintend a proposed 
impression from the Chinese MS. of the New Testament in 
the British Museum, 89. 

Moore, Right Rev. Dr. Bishop of New York, 454. 
Moravian Brethren in North America, South Africa, and the 

West Indies, their exertions lo promote the object of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, 460. 

Morgan, Lieutenant Colonel De, 120. 
Morrison, Rev. Mr. 90. 
:Mosely, Rev. W. on the state of religion in China, 90. 

Nares, Rev. Archdeacon, 95, 407. 
New Brunswick, a supply of the Scriptures sent lo, 363. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyue Auxiliary Bible Society instituted, 430. 
Newgate, prisoners in, supplied with Bibles and Testaments, 

269. 
New Jersey Bible Society formed, 454. 
New South Wales, aee Wales. 
New Testament, first stereotype edition of, 104, 
New York, three Bible Societies formed in, 454. 
Normanton, Right Hon. Earl of, Archbishop of Dublin, 412. 
North America, see America. 
Norton, Captain John, a chief of the Six-Nation Indians, iu 

Upper Canada, translates St. John's Gospel into the Mo­
hawk language, 120.-His address to the Indians, 132.­
His translation printed by the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, and joyfully received by the Indians, 130, 309. 

Nutlingham Auxiliary Bible S11cicty formed, 409, 429. 
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Sova Scotia, a supply of the Scriptures sent to, 363. 
Novassilsoff, Count, 251. 
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Nurenbc, g Bil,lc Sociely instiluted, under the recommendation 
and palronage of the British and Foreign lliulc Society, 
lo:!, 11:.!.-Joiued 1,y the inhabitants of Basl,•, 1.;o, 2:10.­
Voles and grants to, from the lhilish and Foreign Bible So­
ciety, lO:.!, 111.:..--ils beneficial intluruce, li:J, 4-11.-An 
error of, 177.--Prints an edition of the German :-,'cw Tcsta­
menl, 124, 182; and mal,es arrangetnl'Uls for a 11ew im ... 
pression of the whole Scriptures in the German language. 
182.-Remits a supply of Testaments to London, for the 
use of Germans in Great Britain, 212.-The Society lrana­
ferred lo B~sle, 231, 377. 

0. 

Oberlin, Rev. !\Ir. on the distribution of Bibles in Alsace, 151. 
Oriental correspondence, a sub-committee appointed for, 07 .­

Opened, 98. 
--- translations, proceedings relative to, 275, 288, 291. 

361. 
Owen, Rev. John, his first acquaintance with the plan of the 

British and Forei,!.(11 Bible Society, 36.-lutroduce<l lo the 
.Provisional Committee, 38.-Prevailed upon to move the 
resolutions at the first general meeting, 41, 4:l.-Appointed 
Secretary to the Society, i•icc the Rev. Josiah l'rall, GO.­
Answers the attack of a " Country Clergyman," 15!>.-De­
livers a memorial to the Bishop of Loudon, iu defence of 
the Society, 223.-Auswers Mr. Twiniug's pamphlet, .J31. 

P. 

Paisley, presbytery of, 416. 
Park, Mr. Mungo, ou the attachment of the Africans to their 

books, 301. 
Paterson, Rev. Alexander, 250. 
----, Ilev. John, 240, 311, 378, ,H4, 449. 
Pepperell, Sir Willilllll, Bart. 71. 

2L2 
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Philadelphia Bible Society formed, 398.-Extracts from its 
puulic address, 400.-Grant to, 402.-lts zeal and success, 
451.-lts beneficial influence, 453. 

Pinkerton, Rev. Roher!, 250. 
Plato, Most Rev. the Archbishop, Metropolitan of the Greek 

Church in Russia, letter to, on the distribution of the Scrip­
tures, 255. 

Polish edition of the Bible undertaken by the Berlin Society, 
373.-Grants of assistance to, from the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, 374, 4,12. 

Porteus, see Beilby Porteus, Bishop of London. 
Port Glasgow, see Greenock. 
Portuguese Testaments, 391. 
Potchett, Rev. Mr. 207. 
Pratt, Rev. Josiah, appointed one of the Secretaries to the Bri­

tish and Foreign Bible Society, M.-His plan of an en­
larged Committee adopted, 58.-Retires from the secreta­
riat, 59.-Grateful rememhrance of his sen•ices, 84. 

Preservation of the Icelandic copies of the Scriptures, during 
the born bardment of Copenhagen, 312. 

Prisoners of war, their case first taken into consideration, 200. 
-Resolution to supply them with the Scriptures, 210.­
Supplies granted, 273, 364, 396. 

Prisoners iu Newgate, a supply of the Scriptures sent to, 269. 
Prisons supplied with the Scriptures, 270. 
Prohibition of reading the Scriptures among the Roman Catho­

lics, 120. 
Prospectus of the British and Foreign Bible Society, as pub­

lished bv the Committee, 64. 
Prussia, suc~ess of the Berlin Bible Society, on its first establish­

ment, 188. 

Q. 

Quakers, a misconception relative to their view of the Scrip­
tures corrected, 39.-Extract from their annual epistle, 40, 
note. 

Queries, addressed lo various parts of the United Kingdom, 
and of the Continent, relative to the state of the Scripture,, 
li, 
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R. 

Randolph, Ri1?ht Rev. Bishop, extract from his letter to the Col­
chester clerl?y, 214. 

RatisLon Roman Catholic Bible Societv founded, 173, 441.-
lts public address, 174.-lts progr~ss, 1.;o. 

Reading sets the example of an Auxiliary Bible Society, ,103. 
Religious Tract Society, s,e Society, 
Renfrewshire, West, Auxiliary Ilil,lc Society instituted, 40,j. 
Renouard, Rev. G. 304, 
Reyner, Joseph, Esq. 3G, 63, 01, 83. 
Reynolds, Richard, Esq. 465. 
Richardson, l\fr. Thomas, 438. 
Roherts, Rev. John, complains of the appointment of the Rev, 

Thomas Charles to re\'ise the text of the Welsh Bible, 139. 
-Extracts from his pamphlet, 148, ,t seq. 

Roman Catholic Bible Society al Ratisl,on, see RatisLon. 
--- Catholics of SwaLia desire to co-operate with the British 

and Foreign Bible Society, in the distribution of the Scrip­
tures, 118,173, 177.-Extract ofa letter fromoncoftheir 
clergy, 180. 

--- ----, how f:tr the sacred hooks are prohibited to 
the laity of tl1eir church, 120. 

Romanese New Testameut printed for the use of the Grisons, 
440. 

Rosing, Rev. l\lr. 398. 
Rush, Dr. Benjamin, tribute of respect to his memory, 3!18, 

note. 
Russia, attempts towards a communication with, 2-18.-Dis­

tres,ed situation of the iuhabitants, for want of Bil,lcs, 254. 
-Leiter to the Greek Metropolitan, from Lord Teign­
mouth, 25-1. 

s. 

Sailer, Professor, 441.-Extract from his last publication, 181. 
Saint Domingo, a supply of Bibles sent to lhe French in, 259. 
Salisbury, Dr. Fisher, Lord Bishop of, 71, 28,',, 207, 400. 

2L3 
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Sarepta, correspondence with the Moravian mission at, 253, 
204. 

Saxony, success of the cause of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society in, 185. 

Scheidllegger, Catharine, a woman of truly Christian benevo-
lence, 154. 

Schepler, l\Iaria, her exemplary conduct, 153. 
Schcener, Rev. John God fried, 112. 
Schools, gratuitous, suppliell with the Scriptures, 364. 
Schrceder, Herman, Esq. 36, 63. 
Scotland, gratifying progress of the views of the British and 

Foreign Bible Society in, 161, 167, 203, 220, 416,-S,e 
Gaelic and Highlands. 

Serampore, the scheme of Oriental translations, projected by 
the Baptist missionaries at, introduced to the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, 275.-Grant of assistance towards 
that object, 276.-Extract from the proposals for transla­
tions, 277.-Success, 270, 288. 

Sharp, Granville, Esq. 63.--Presides at the first and second 
public meetings of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
42, 61.-0bligations of I he Society for his early patronage, 
83.-His munificent gift of versions of the Scriptures to­
wards forming a Biblical library, 136. 

---, William, Esq. grateful tribute to his memory, 406, note. 
Sheffield Auxiliary Bible Society instituted, 431. 
Sierra-Leone, a supply of the Scriptures sent to, 363. 
Six-Nation Indians in Upper Canada, 127.-S,e Mohawk, and 

Norton. 
Sky, Isle of, great scarcity of Gaelic Bibles in, 203. 
Smith, Rev. Dr. of Homerton, 26. 
--, Rev. Jeremiah, 435. 
--, Joseph, Esq. 63. 
---, Mr. Thomas, appointed Collector, &c, to the British 

and Foreign Bible Society, 56. 
Societies, religious, an enumeration of such as promoted the 

circulation of the Scriptures, with the dates of their re­
specth•e institution, 20, 

Society, British and Foreign Bible, its origin, 1, et a,q.-First 
movement towards its formation, 15,-An address, in fa­
vour of the circulation of the Scriptures, resolved on, 17.-
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Produced, l!J.-Extracts from, 20.-Plan of the Society 
first suu111itted to the pulilic, 32.-Extracts from its tirst 
pulilic address, 33.-Puulic meeting for its formation, :J8. 
-Resolutions, 43.-Liberal contributions from the com­
pa11y present, 47.-Proccediugs commuuicated lo the Bishop 
of Loudon, (Porteus,) 47; who most cordiall:, approves of 
the plan, 40.-Difficultics in the way of its organisation, 
50.-Proceedings in Committee, 53, 86.-Appointmrnt of 
Secretaries, 53; and of an Assistant Secretary, Acc,nupt­
ant, and Collector, 55.-Committec new-modelled, 57, 
87.-A second general meeting, Gl; attended by W. 
Wilberforce, Esq. 62.-The revised constitution of the 
Society sanctioned, ib.-New Committee, 63.-A new pro­
spectus published, 64.-Lord TeignnJoluth l>ecomcs it, Pre­
sident, 66.--Patronised by suveral Prelates, 70.-Further 
revision of its laws, 71.-Extracts from its l'irst an<I Se­
venth Reports, relative to its title and objects, 72, 73, 
1101,.-Appointment of Honorary Life l\IemLers and Go­
vernors, 73.-Copy of its Law~ and Regulations, 74.­
Reflectious on its progress, 78.-Labours of its Committees. 
86.-Sub-Committees appointed, 87. !l7, ,270.--Currespou<l­
ence relative to the Chinese l\IS. in the British l\Iuseum, 
90.-The printing of a Chinese translation of the New Tes­
tament postpoued, 00.--The China aud Oriental Sub-Com­
mittee appointed, 97 .-Corres11011dencc with India, on the 
subject of translating the Scriptures into the Eastern lan­
gua!les, 98.-0rigiu of the Society's institutions at Cal­
culla, Bombay, Colombo, Batavia, &c. 100.-Correspoud­
ence with Europe, on the extent to which Bibles are wanted 
in Switzerland, Germany, and De11nrnrl1, 100, 102, ll:!-
124, 173, 135, 188, 230, 237.-Grant of assistance to­
wards forming a llible Society for ,\ ustria, l O:!, 11 I, 10.:;; 
set Nurenberg.-En~agement for a numher of stereotype 
Bibles and Testaments, for the supply of England, Wales, 
and Ireland, 104, l!J4.-An edition of the w.,Jsi, Biule re­
solved on, 105, 138.-Ad<lress to the Societ~ for Pro­
moting Christian Kuowlerlge, in Loudon, and lo ih,· Dublin 
Association for Discounteu.incing Vice, &c. to re11uest their 
co-operation, 106--108.- -Rc,ult, 100.--Addresscs to the 
Parochial Clergy, Dissenting Ministers, &c. ib.-Rcsult, 

2L1 
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125.-Sucass of the correspondence with Norenberg, 112; 
StuUr:ardt, 113; Sweden, 114; Holland, 116; Berlin, 117, 
188._-Grant towards the formation of a Bible Society at 
Berhn, 118.-Communication from a Roman Catholic cler­
gyman in Swahia, ib.--New Testaments placed at his dis­
posal, for distrihution in Swabia and Bavaria, 124.-Suc­
cess of the Society at home, 125, Hi9, 161, 166, 167, 172, 
194, 229, 403--417.-Translation of St. John's Gospel into 
the Mohawk language, printed, 125, et seq.-A Biblical 
library set on foot, 135.--Discussions relative to the text 
to be adopted for a new edition of the Welsh Bible, 138.­
Communicatious from Basie, 150; from Alsace, 151; from 
India, 154.-First attacked in a hostile manner, by " a 
Country Clergyman," 155.-Assembly of Prelates on the 
occasion, 157.-The publication answered, 159.-Pro­
grus of the Society in Wales, 159, 166, 229,-in Scot­
land, 161, 167, 229, 416.-Third general meeting, or 
first anniversary, 164.-State of Ireland, 167, 230, 240, 
364, 411.-Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian 
Knowledge, 168.-Slow progress of the Society in England, 
during its tint four years, 172.-Communication from 
Halle, in Saxony, 105.-G rant towards a new edition of 
the Bohemian Bil>Ie, 191, 373.-The first stereotype edition 
nf the New Testament completed, 194; and circulated ill 
Ireland, 196, 242, 240.-Other Societies admitted to par­
ticipate in the benefits of the arrangements with the Cam­
bridge Universit,·, 196.-State of the Gaelic Scriptures 
first l>rought under the Society's notice, 203.-Au im­
pression resoh·ed on, 207; and completed, 315.-Reso­
lution to supply prisoners of war with the Scriptures in 
their own lahguages, 210, 273, 306.-Spanish Testaments 
and l'rench Ilililes printed, ib.-lnquiry respecting the 
Germans in London, 212.-The Society charged with os­
tentation, 213.-lts conduct justified, 215.-Au associa­
tion formed in London, to assist its finances, 216; another 
at Birmingham, 210.-Again attacked, and an endeavour 
made lo detach its Episcopal Patrons, 221, 268.-The 
author of the attack disco,•ered, and his pamphlet with­
drawn, 225.-Second annh·ersary, ib.-State of the So­
ciety's funds at the commencemeot of its third year, 228.-
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Advances towards a correspondence with Russia, 248.-­
Application from Esthonia, 2-19.-State of the Christian 
mission at Karass, 2a0.-Arabic types, paper, &c. sent 
to Karess, for printing the Scriptures in the Tartar dialect, 
2a2, 2!18.-Correspondence with Sarepta, near Astrachan, 
2a3.-Bibles sent to the German colonists on the \Volga, 
ib. 387 .-Letter to the Greek l\Ietropolitan in Russia, 2M. 
Acknowledgment from Governor Collins, 260.-The Welsh 
New Testament completed, 262.-Acti,·ity of the Com­
mittee in procuring and circulating English editions of the 
Scriptures, • 26_4.-Care to preserve the integrity of the 
text, 267.-Prisoners in Newgate supplied with the Scrip­
tures, 269; also workhouses; hospitals, and gaols, through­
out Great Britain, 270, 396.-Oriental translations, 275-
289.-Third anniversary, 282.-English and German Bi­
bles •ent to India, 280.-The exertions of the Society iu 
India unfavorably looked upon, 291, 361.-Grant towards 
printing the Scriptures in the Calmuc dialect, 296.-Pro­
fessor Carlyle's Arabic Bible, 306.-New Testaments sent 
to Iceland, 311.-Pleasing accounts from India, 320.­
Mr. Twining's pamphlet, 324; answpred, 001.-The So­
ciety attacked by other writers, 343.-Mr. Twining de-

. clines his proposed motion in the court of proprietors, 347. 
-The Society defended by Bishop Porteus, and Lord 
Teigmnouth, 350, 355.-Grants of the Scriptures iu dil~ 
ferent languages to Goree, Sierra Leone, New South Wales, 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Canada, 363.-Grants 
to schools, &c. 364.-Bible Societies in Ireland, 364, 
4ll.-lntelligence from America, 367.-The Spanish Tes­
t11ment suppressed by the Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Buenos Ayres, 368.-Fourth aunivcrsary, :J0!I.-Rapid dis­
tribution of the Bohemian Bible, printed at Berlin, 373.­
Grant towards a new edition of the Polish Bible, :174; 
another for supplying New Testaments aud Bibles to the 
Protestants in the South of France, 376.-Grants to the 
Evangelical Society at Stockholm, 378, 386.-New editions 
of the Scriptures, in the English, Welsh, Portuguese, 
Italian, Greek, Dutch, and Danish languages, 391-396.­
Grants to the Philadelphia Bible Society, 398, 402, 451.­
Reading Auxiliary Society, the first of its kind, formed, 403, 
-Other A u&iliaries, 404, 40V, 429, 430, -Fifth a1111i-
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versary, 41!1.-Death of Bishop Porteus, 4~8.-lmportane, 
of th, Auxiliaries to the Parent Society, 431, 438, 464-Ro­
maoese New Testament, 440.-Prosperity of the Swedish So­
ciety, 442.--Success of the Philadelphia Society, 451.-Sevc­
ral new Societies established in the American States, 453-
Domestic transactions, 457.-Wide extent of the Society's 
labours, 460.-Assistance rendered by the Moravian Bre­
thren in North America, the West Indies, aud South Africa, 
460.-A proposal to print a " Harmony" of the Scriptures 
rejected, 461.-Distribution of Bibles and Testaments by a 
Lady, at a seaport, 461.-Grants to the Hibernian and 
Cork Societies, and to the Synod of Ulster, 462, 463.­
Dr. Wordsworth attacks the Society, 469.-Answered by 
Lord Teignmouth, 474; and by the Rev. W. Dealtry, 481.­
Conciliatory pamphlet of the Rev. W. Ward, 485.-Sixth 
anniversary, 495. 

Society for Promoting a more extensive Circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures, both at· home· and abroad, the original title 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 32. 

--- for Promoting Christian Knowledge, incapable of sup­
plying au -.Jcquatp number of Welsh Bibles for the Prin­
cipality, 4-8, 13.-Prints an echt1on, after a delay of 
seven years, 10.-Account of its plan, and result of its 
labours, 20.-Lord Teignmouth's address to, as President of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, 106.-Returos no an­
swer, 109.-Complaint from, relative to the appointment of 
the Rev. Thomas Charles, to revise the Welsh Bible, 139.­
Another edition, of 20,000 copies, resolved on, 141.­
Question of rivalry between ii and the British and Foreign 
Bible Society decided, 142, note.--Supplies the Dublin 
Associatcon with Bibles, 198.-Stimulated toaugmentedexer­
tions by the British and Foreign Bible Society, 270, note.­
Hostility of A PARTY in, towards that Society, 479. 

--- for Promoting Religious:Knowledge, its plan, 22. 
--- for Propagating the Gospel in foreign Parts, its plan, 

&c. 21. 
---, French Bible, concise account of its establishment and 

dissolution, 24. 
---, Missionary, testimony oftbe Directors of, to the value 

of the Chinese MS. of ,the New Testament in the Brilisk 
Museum, 90, note. 
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Society, Naval and Military Bible, its plao, &c. 23.-Assiste<l 
by the British and Foreign Bible Society, lOG. 

--- for the Support and Encouragement of Sunday Schools, 
its plan, &c. 23. 

--- for Distributing Religious Tracts, Committee of, first 
arranges the plan, which ultimately issued in the formation 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, rn, note. 

--- in Scotland for Propagating Christian Knowledge, its 
plan, &c. 22.-Resoll'~s on co-opcratin1: with the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, 168.-lts public address on the 
occasion, ib.-A sub-committee of correspondence ap­
pointed, Hl!J.-Corrcspondence relati1•c to Gaelic Bibles, 
205, 304, :163. 

•---, Religious, at Basie, 101.-See Basic and Nuren­
berg. 

--- at Fiihnen, in Denmark, 101.-See Iceland. 
--- pro Fide l'l Ch,·islianismo, at Stockholm, communication 

from, on the .tate of Bibles io Sweden, 114. 
---, Evangelical, al Stockholm, instituted, 370.-lts spi­

rited exertions, 442. 
South America, see America. 
Spanish Testament•, printed tor the use of prisoners of ,nr, 

210. 
--- copies of the Scriptures distributed, 3G3.-New 

Testaments sent to Moote Video, 367 ; and suppressed by 
the Roman Catholic Bishop of Buenos Ayres, 3GB. 

--- prisoners of war supplied with the Scriptures, on 
returning to their own country, 397. 

Spry, Rev. J. H. extract from his " Inquiry into the Claims of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society," 21J, 

Stainforth, R. Esq. G3. 
Stanhope, Earl, his improvement of stereotype printing, 104. 
Staunton, Sir G. on the state of religion in China, and the 

value of the Chinese MS. of the New Testament io the British 
Museum, 01. 

Steinkoplf, Rev. C. F. A. tenders his services to promote the 
design of circulating the Scriptures on the Continent, 18.­
lmprcssion made by hi, speech at the general meeting 
for the formation of thu British and Foreign Bible So-
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ciety, 41.-Appointed one of its Secretaries, 1>5.~Obl.,_ 
gatious of the Society to his exertions in procuring foreign 
commnnicatioos, 83, 89. 

Stephen, James, Esq. 63. 
Stereotype printing improved and brought to perfection by 

Earl Stanhope, and Mr. A. Wilson, 103.-Proves of great 
advantage to the British and Foreign Bible Society, in pro­
moting its views, 104, 10/l.-}'irst applied to the Holy 
Scriptures by the Society, 194. 

Steven, Robert, Esq. 63, 161. 
Stewart, Rev. James, translates part of the New Testament into 

Gaelic, 205. • 
Stockholm Evangelical Society established, 378.--lts spirited 

exertions, 442.-See Society p,·o Fide, &c. 
Stuttgardt, letter from, expressive of the joy with which the 

news of the estalJlishment of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society was received in Germany, 113. 

Sub-Committees for various purposes, appointed, 88, 89.-Ooe 
for Oriental translations of the Scriptures, 97. 

Sundius, Christopher, Esq. 3G, 63, 89, 283. 
Swabia, cuu,muuiC':-tlion from a Roman Catholic clergyman 

in, 118.---0ne thousand New ·1·e:namc11t:s urdered for his 
distribution, 124, 173. 

Sweden, inquiry into the slate of the Scriptures in, 114.­
Success of the views of the British and Foreign Bible So­
ciety in, 377, 442.-Se, Stockholm. 

Switzerland, a correspondence begun with, 100.--Early success 
of the British and foreign Bible Society in, 112. 

T. 

Tanjore, state ofreligioo in, 321. 
Tarn, Mr. Joseph, concerned in the measures preparatory t<1 

the formation of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
15.-Appointed Assistant Secretary, 56. 

Tartar translation of the Scriptures, 294, 298. 
Teignmouth, Right Hoo. Lord, au early promoter of the Bri­

tish aud Foreign Bible Society, 61.-Becomes its Presi­
dent, 66.---His letter on the proposed edition of the 
Welih Bible, and the pretensions of the Society for Pro-
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moting Christian Koowledge, 143.-Defeods the Society 
against :.\Ir. Twiniog's altdck, 355.-ReJJlies to Dr. Wor,h­
worlh's attack, 474. 

Thorkelin, !\Ir. Justiciary, 240. 
Thornton, H. Esq. first Treasurer to the British and Foreign 

Bible Socictv, 71. 
Trnnquebar, lelters to the missionaries at, from his late Ma­

jesty, King Geor~e I. 342. 
Translations of various portions of the Scriptures into the Mo­

hawk language, 126. 
----- of the Snipturcs into Welsh, 138-150; Gaelic, 

203, 206, 314, 3G3; Tartar dialect, 252. 
----- Oriental, 275, 288. 
----- l\falayalim, 321. 
Trent, council of, see Council. 
Twining, Thomas, Esq. his pamphlet against the exertiona 

of the British and Foreign Bible Society in India, 324.­
Declioes his promised motion in the Court of East-India 
Proprietors, 347.-Answered by Lord Teignmouth, 355. 

Tweddell, Rev, Robert, 43.;, 438. 
Ty1olue. the, supplied with the New Testament in their own 

dialect, 440. 

V. 

Valpy, Rev. Dr. 406. 
Van Diemen's Land, the British settlers, &c. there, supplied 

with the Scriptures, 259.--Acknowledgment from Gover­
oor Collins, 260. 

Versions of the Holy Scriptures, a library of, instituted for 
the use of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 135. 

'finceot, Rev. Dr. 479. 

u. 
Udney, G. Esq. 99. 
Ulster, a Bil,le Committee instituted l,y the Synod of, 364. 

-Graot to, 463. 
Usko, Rev. J. F. 304, ao~. 
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Wagner, Anthony, Esq. 63. 
Wald, Rev. Dr. 237. 

W. 

Wales, scarcity of Bibles in, first occasion of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, 2.-Various extracts from let­
ters, &c. relative to, 3-8, 11.-Extraordinary exertion, 
of the inhabitants of, in fa-rour of the Society, 159.-See 
Welsh Bibles. 

Wales, New South, supplies of the Scriptures sent to, 2a9, 
363. 

Ward, Ru. W. 09.-His conciliatory pamphlet, on occasion of 
Dr. Wordsworth's attack upon the British ond Foreign Bible 
Society, 485. 

Waring, Major Scott, endeavours to procure the expulsion 
of the Society's agents from India, 344.-Better informed of 
th~ object of the Society, he becomes friendly to it, 348. 

Warren, ll1ght Ru. Ilr Rishop of Bani1or, promotes the 
object and interest of the British anrl Foreign Bible 5ociety 
in Wales, 160. 

Welsh Bibles, scarcity of, occasions the rise of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, 2.-A new edition printed by the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 10; but in­
sufficient to answer the demand for thew, 12.-Proposal 
for another edition, by the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, 14, 89, 103, 105.-Unpleasant discussion relative 
to the choice of the text, 130-150.-The New Testament 
completed, 262; and received with great demonstrations 
of joy by the peasantry, 263.-Another impression, 391.­
Distribution of, 458. 

Wesleyan Methodists, liberal contributions from, 417. 
West Renfrewshire, see Greenock. 
Wilberforce, W. Esq. promotes the formation of a Society 

for distributing the Scriptures, 17.-Intluence of his 
speech at the second general meeting of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, 62.-Appointed on the Committee, 
63.--Becomes a Vice-President, 71, 
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Wilson, Mr. Andrew, his improvement of stereotype printing, 
103. 

Wilson, Joseph, Esq. 63. 
Wittman, Rev. Mr. Director of the Ecclesiastical Seminary at 

Ratisbon, publishes an ~clclrcss to Christians of the Roman 
Catholic persuasion, in favour of Bil,le lnstilutions, 174. 

Wolff, George, Esq. 36, 63. 
Wolga, Germau colonists on the, suppli,,cl with Bibles, 253, 

387. 
Woolwich, supplies of the Scriptures sent to the convicts 

at, 271. 
Wordsworth, Rev. Dr. his attack upou the British and Foreign 

Bible Society, 214, 410, 469.-Extract from bis " Rea­
sons," &c. 473.--Reply to Lord Teigumouth, 474. 

Workhouses supplied with the Scriptures, 270, 396. 
Wiirtemberg, see Stultgardt. 
Wytteubacb, Rev. Mr. 101. 

Y. 

York.-, Rev. Philip, 471. 
\' ouug, Professor, of Heidelberg, 101. 
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