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THE STANLEY POOL FIRE. 

JN the M1ssIONARY HERALD for last month, the estimated loss conse-
quent upon the disastrous fire at Stanley Pool was stated at £3,000. 

Ily the last Congo mail, a letter was received from the Re,. George Grenfell, 
dated " Stanley Pool, July 29th," giving detailed information relative to 
the actual loss, from which it appeais that, instead of £3,000, it amounts 
to a little over 

£4,000. 

On the receipt of this definite information, the Committee, after cardul 
consideration, resolved to issue an appeal for special help towards the Fire 
Fund to pastors of all our churches, feeling confident that e,en the 
least wealthy of our churches would desire to do something to show their 
deep and sympathetic interest in the Congo Mission, specially in such a 
season of grave and urgent need as the present, and that a united effort 
would immediately produce all that is required to replace the destroyed 
stores and buildings. 

Already, in response to the statement in last month's M1ssrox_un.-- HEnun, 
and private appeals, a noble sum has been ccntributed, mire than half the 
total loss having be:n already received. 
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Gifts from the rich and the poor, the widow and the fatherless, the blind, 
the hu.lt, and the lame; from sailors, soldiers, bargemen, scavengers, 
und labourers ; from bed-ridden women, and hard-worked seamstresses ; 
from colliers, costermongers, and watercress sellers, telling strange tales 
of privation and pressure, gladly borne for "love of the work," have­
re,ealed how deep a hold the Congo Mission has upon the hearts ancl 
sympathies, not only of the rich and well-to-do, but of the struggling and 
the obscure. 

"Whosoe,er shall give a cup of water to drink because ye are Christ's, 
,erily I say unto you he shall in no wise lose his reward." 

From all parts of the country expressions of spmpathy and interest havo 
been receiT"ed of a most hearty and cheering character. 

The Re,. C. H. Spurgeon, sending £2i7 from the Metropolitan Tabernacle, 
writes :-" I hope every church is going to give a special collection at. 
once." The Treasurer of the Society, sending a personal contribution of 
£200, writes:-" I belie,e we shall surely secure a large amount of 
sympathy and aid. The Congo Mission is very dear to our, churches." 
"An Aged Widow," sending £2, writes:-" I send you this small gift out 
of my income of £30 per annum. I wish I could make it as many pounds 
as shillings. I well remember the great :fire at Serampore, when 'the 
gracious Lord opened so wonderfully the hearts of His people to cover the 
entire loss, and I feel sure He will do so now on behalf of our Congo 
Mission. Has He not all '.power in heaven and on earth, and will He not 
appear for His own cause? I do not fear at all. I am very old, nearly 
ninety, but He ne,er fail8, and His blessed work must go on." "A Hard­
worked Seamstress" sends 5s. for the Congo Fire Fund, the result of night­
work, wishing only " she could work long enough to make the shillings 
into pounds." "A Sunday-school Teacher" can send £1 for the fund by 
giving up a new autumn dress, and " it is so blessed to give up something 
for the Master's work." "A Blind Girl" sends :five shillings, her savings 
from the gifts of friends ; and a " Watercress Seller " three shillings. 
Pages of the HERALD might be :filled with similar extracts, showing how 
deep and widespread is the interest excited by the Congo enterprise. 

The Committee confidently anticipate that, should the churches generally 
respond favourably to this appeal, the whole £4,000 will be raised without 
difficulty, and that they will be able to report, in the next i~sue of the 
Himnn, that the heavy pecuniary loss caused by this sore disaster has all 
been met. 

The following is a list of special contributions received on behalf of the 
fund up to the date of going to press. To all the donors the Committee 
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return hearty and grateful acknowledgments for help, which has been 
doubly welcome because rendered so promptly and freely :-

£ B. d. 
A Friend, Coventry .. . 1 0 0 
A Fdend, Ipswich ...... 6 0 0 
A Friend, Hastings ... 1 o o 
A. H., John-street ...... 6 0 0 
Allen, Mrs E. P. ...... ... 6 0 0 
An Aged Widow . .. . .. . .. 2 o 0 
Anon ........................ 5 O o 
A Sunday-ech. Tea,cber 1 O o 
A Sympathiser............ 1 o 0 
Bagster, Mr 8. 8......... 1 o o 
Harrow, Mr R. V ....... 10 10 0 
Baynes, Mr and Mrs 

A. H. 5 6 0 
B. M. N ..................... 1 o o 
Benham, Mrs James ... 20 O o 
Benham, Mr W. J., 

B.A ......................... 15 0 o 
Bennett, Mr J. ......... ... 0 10 0 
Betts, Mr J. ............... 6 10 0 
Bowen, Mr e.nd Mrs ... 0 10 6 
Braby, Mrs ............... 6 6 O 
Briggs, Mr Arthur ...... 100 0 0 
Brown, Mrs Aaron...... 5 0 0 
Brown, Mr R. . .. . ... . . ... 1 0 0 
Burchell, Mrs 1 0 0 
Burnett, Mr Egerton... 6 5 0 
Burne, Rev Dr D......... 5 0 0 
Bum•, Mrs D. . .. .... .. ... 0 10 6 
Butcher, Mrs ............ 1 0 0 
Butcher, Miss 0 10 0 
Casburn, Miss M.A. . .. o 10 0 
Child,.Mr T. S ............. 25 0 0 
Chrystal, Mr J. R ....... 1 0 0 
Churchill, Mr C .......... H. 14 4 
Clarke, Mr D. ... ......... 6 5 o 
Cockbill, Mr W. ......... 0 10 6 
Colman, Mr J. J., M.P. 20 0 0 
Cooke, Mr S,1N. ......... 3 o o 
Cory, Mr and Mrs R .... 50 0 0 
Crowe, M. e.nd S. ...... 1 0 0 
Dickson, Mr. J. H ....... 2 o 0 
D. J.C ...................... 6 o 0 
D. L ............................ 10 0 0 
Dodd, Mr J. ·r. G ....... 5 0 0 
Eastman, Mr W. E...... 0 10 o 
E. C. W ...................... 1 0 0 
E. H ......................... 10 0 o 
Field, Rev J ............. 1 0 0 
Fisher, Mrs . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . o 10 o 
Foster, Mr C. F .......... 200 0 0 
Gale, Misses . . .... . .. . . . . . . 2 0 o 
Gilbert, Mr J. M. . . . . . . 6 0 0 
Green, Mi•s 1 1 o 
Hallam, Miss, and Mrs 

Birt ........................ 25 0 0 
Harvey, Mr E ............. 0 10 0 
Hepburn, Mr T. H .... 50 O 0 
Hickman, Mrs .. .. . .. .. . . . 1 o 0 
Higham, Mrs ............ 1 1 0 
Hill, Mr ..................... JO O 0 
Hi11e, Bros., Messrs 6 6 o 
11 Hope''..................... o 10 o 
Humphrey, Mr W. D... 2 2 0 
In Memoriam . .. .... ... .. 1 o o 
In Memory of Rev 

Hugh Stowell Brown 10 0 0 
Johnson, Mr R.- ........... JO 0 0 
Johnson, Misses......... 1 10 0 
Jnhuson, Mr G. L. ...... 1 1 0 
Joyce, )Jrs ........ : .. ,...... 6 0 0 
Kemp, Mrs ............... 50 0 0 
Lane, Mr R. ... . . . . .. . . . . .. 1 o o 
Lewis,MrW. Pendaron 6 0 0 
MacAlpine, Rev C. S., 

B.D ......................... 0 JO o 
MacMaster, Mr J.B .... 20 o 0 
Mann, Mrs.................. 6 0 0 
Martin, Mr Thos.. ....... 2 2 0 

£ s. d. 
Mathewson, Mr W ....... 60 o o 
Madhurst, Mr W. T. C. 

nnd Friends ............ 0 16 O 
M. E ........................... 3 0 0 
M. G ........................... JO 0 0 
Mitchell, Mr J............. 5 O O 
Morgan, Mr J............. 1 0 0 
Muntz, Mr G. F .......... 100 o o 
Ness, Mrs .................. 100 0 0 
Nisbet, Mr H............... 3 3 0 
Pedley, Mioe............... 1 o o 
Peto, Sir 8. Morton & 

Lady ..................... 2000 
Pierce, Mr J. J............ 5 O 0 
Powell, Mr J......... ...... 1 0 0 
Price, Mr E. ............... o JO 6 
Pullar, Mr R ............... 10 0 O 
Ra.ins, Mr J. ............... 5 0 0 
Rawlings. Mr E ......... JOO 0 0 
Rooke, Rev T. G., 

LL.B ...................... 5 0 0 
Rose, Mr C. A ............. 10 o o 
Rose, Mr Hugh ......... 20 0 0 
Rough,Mr G ............... 2 0 0 
R. S ............................ 1 o o 
Russell, Mr Jos ........... 60 O o 
R. Y. D ...................... 1 0 0 
Scott, Mr W...... .......... 5 o o 
~~'J'."~:~~ .. ~:.?:::::::::: ~ g g 
S. H., E. H., & Mrs H. 3 0 o 
Sharman, Mr J .......... 50 0 0 
Short,RevG.,&Mrs ... 5 o o 
Sing, Mr Joshua ......... 12 o o 
S. M ......................... JO 0 0 
Small, Rev G., M.A. . .. 1 o O 
Smith, Mr J. J .......... 60 o 0 
!summers, Mr T. ......... 6 6 O 
Swan, Mr A ................ 1 0 0 
" Sympathy" ............ 10 0 0 
" Sympathy" ............ I 0 0 
" Sympathy " .. . . .. . . . ... 1 0 0 
Tarring, Miss ..... ....... O 10 o 
Thank Offering ........ 25 O 0 
'I'. M ......................... 20 0 o 
Tooth, Mrs R. . . . . . . . .. .. . 5 0 0 
Tritton, Mr Josepll ...... 200 o o 
'l'urk, Mr T. E............. 1 1 0 
Underhill, Dr E. D...... 6 0 o 
Upton, Mr E. J. ......... 1 0 0 
"Upper Hill-street"... 1 0 o 
Vin11ll, Mr J. S. ......... 1 0 o 
"WR.ter" .................. 10 0 0 
W. B.T ...................... o 10 0 
Weymouth, Dr ............ 1 1 o 
Whale, Mr G. ......... ... 1 I 0 
Wbitlln, Mr W....... ...... 2 2 O 
White, Mr Thos .......... 50 O 0 
Williams, MrR. Wynne o 10 o 
Wills,MrW.H .......... 5 o o 
W. J.M .................... 0 10 0 
Woodroffe, Mr C. G.... 1 1 0 
York, Miss E. 0 JO 0 
Young, Mrs J.C. O 10 0 

Under J0s. .......... ..... 6 1 O 

£ ~- rl. 
Enfield-

A.rlow, Mr C. P. 5 n 11 

Fielcl, Mr S. 2 ., 1) 
Harris, Jii~s... o 111 q 
Prentice, )Irs 1 11 11 

Ridley, Mr?. l 11 r, 
Shaw, )[r F.... 2 ., O 
Taylor, Mr W. S....... 1 1J o 
Whitle.v, :.\lr G. 10 JI) o 
Wbitley,Mr&:.\[rsT.10 ,J o 
Whitley, )Iiss S. ...... 2 ·> o 
Whitley, Miss E....... (> JO o 

1, nder lOs......... o 3 
Forest Gate 7 12 rt 
Greenwich, South-st. 7 B r, 
Hampstead, Heath-st. 70 0 o 
Hendon ...... .............. I O u 
Kingsgate-street Sun-

day-school ............ I 1 G 
Leyton .... ............... 1 11 

Lee .......................... JO o o 
Maze Pond . . .. . .. . . . . .. . . 7 11 O 
Metropolitan Taber-

nacle, Collection2i7 3 G 
Dible.class, per Mrs. 

Allison .............. 2 2 0 
Notting Hill,Ladbroke-

grove ..................... 26 G o 
Twickenham............... 2 ·> o 
Walworth-road 21 :1 1,1 
Anstrnther Sun.-sch. O 10 D 
Barnstaple ........... .... 7 n n 
Bath, Hay Hill 1 lil o 
Bourton ... . . . . .. . . . ... . . . . . . 3 0 7 
Ce.versham 5 lti n 
Cheltenham ............ .. . O 10 1 
Chippenho.m, Sto.tion-

hill ....................... . 
Crewkerne ................. . 
Cullompton 
Cwmo.man ................. . 
Diss, Sunday.school .. . 
Guildford ................. . 
Jersey, St. Helier 
Lancaster, lli. Shaw,s 

1 G 0 
O 13 I 
1 11 L> 
0 i I) 

o n t) 

I h i 
7 3 ·1 

class........................ o (i 

Liverpool, Princes-gate 15 l 
Llanfachreth .............. l 
Leicester. Yictoria-rond 

Sunday.school for 
loss of J. G. Green-
hough ..................... .1.0 1l tl 

M.ichuelstone \edw ... l •l il 

Newbriclge... l tl 11 
Nowcnstle-011-Tync-

Westg-nte-ron.d S.S ... 
N ewpoi-t, Con1wercin.l-

1) 

sLreet, Snnlluy-sch... 3 :~ t) 

o~ford, Commercin.1-rd. o l 1 1l 
Plymouth, Georgo-H . .)U !..I n 
Reading, Carey Ch .... l:! ll ll 

Do., Wyclill'e Ch....... 3 l1J t1 
Do., Wyclifi'c Sunday. 

school .............. . ·I 
Redhill ................... . •) 11 l) 

Abbey.road Ch. 8 lJ 
Rcdlynch. Bible-chtss 

6 Richmond, Duke-street 
0 h 0 

Brixton, Kenyon Ch. 
Sunday-school . . . . . . . .. 8 5 

Brocklcy.ro11d ............ 40 o 
Brondesbury Ch.......... 0 18 

Do., Sunday-school... 2 2 
Ca.mberwell, Cottage-

g1·ecn ................. 4 4 
Do., Charles.street... 3 5 

Clapton Downs Ch. 60 0 
Rickett, Mr W. R. ..100 0 

Dalston Juuction ......... 10 I~ 

Sunday.scllool ......... l , 
0 Romfonl-
0 Jenuiugs, '.\fr S ...... . 

g R:ft~:l,\~~,~n, .llr ~: .. ::: 
1 
Shetl:iold, Attercli.l!e 

O Sunduy.school. 
O I Stow.on.the-Wold ..... . 
o I Swindon ................ . 
o Torq1rny, Y. ~I. B. C .. . 
o 1 \Vorcester, Sun.-sch ... . 

tl ,; 
111 1) 

:1 U U 
1 tl () 

I U 
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A Special Appeal for Prayer from China. 

THE ~ollo~g deeply interesting appeal arrived by the last North 
Chma mail from the Rev. J. J. Turner, of Hsin Cheo, Tai Yuen Fu:-

"MY DEAR MR. BAYNEs,-The fact 
that you have published some of my 
letters emboldens me to write again, 
and, through you, to address the readers 
of the HERALD, on behalf of the work 
here. 

" KOT FOR MEN OR MONEY. 

"The object of this letter is not to 
raise money, nor is it an appeal for 
more missionaries. The need of money 
is fully known to all who take an 
interest in the work, and almost every 
letter from the mission field is a prayer 
for more men. I am quite alive to 
these needs, but more than money, 
more e..-en than new missionaries, we 
need here just now a band of converted 
natives ; and I write to ask for special 
prayer on behalf of the enquirers at 
Hsin Chea. 

" I know the HERALD is read by the 
best men and women in our churcheB­
-earnest spirits, who would do anything 
for the spread of the dear Redeemer's 
Kingdom among the heathen. I would 
not presume to teach such their duty, 
uut I would earnestly and affectioii.ately 
point out how they can best help this 
work just now. 

"This is a comparatively new station, 
and we cannot tell of soul~ saved yet ; 
but a few enquirers are gathering about 
m, and in view of the mighty possibili­
ties of the future, I feel constrained to 
make this appeal for help. 

" There are twenty or more men in 
this neighbourhood who are somewhat 
iuterested in Christianity. Many of 
tlit;;e come regularly to the Sunday 
serYice, some attend an enquirers' class 
,faring the week ; others who live at a 

distance only come occasionally ; but 
they have Christian books, and they 
know a good deal about the Gospel. 
These are the men who (as the result of 
past efforts) have been brought into 
close contact with us, and it is in them 
that om great hope for the immediate 
future lies. At present they are ignor­
ant and superstitious. Possibly some_ 
of them come to us from very mixed 
motives. But they are so far won that 
they are willing to learn-some of them 
seem very anxious to do so. 

" A LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS. 

" There is among them a man 
named Liu, who works hard for a 
living as a seller of 'raro' (a kind of 
rice pudding with dates in.it). He bas 
to be up at dawn, and he carries his 
tray of 'raro' about the city till dark. 
In the evening he comes to the 
enquirers' class. He is an ignorant 
man, and can only read simple books 
with great difficulty ; but he has a vast 
amount of energy, and has already 
learned a great deal of Christian truth• 
One day, when he had been telling me 
how he had to get up before daylight, 
and work hard all day to make a living, 
I expressed a fear that he would fin<l 
very little time for reading and prayer 
of a morning. 'Oh,' said he, with a 
look I shall never forget, ' I ean easily 
get up a little earlier.' Surely it would 
be worth while to help such a man by 
your prayers. Thoroughly converted, 
he might be of untol<l blessing to this 
city. For twenty years he has lit a 
lamp every night, and placed it in the 
gate tower of the south suburb, as a 
guide for travellera who may be trying 
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to find their way across the swampy 
plain to the city. Not a very great act, 
but it mee.ns something in a country 
like this, where most men are too 
utterly selfish to do anything that does 
not benefit themselves alone. I know 
men, not far from tliis city, who do all 
in their power to get travellers' carts 
stuck in the mud, so that they may 
make money by the job of getting them 
out again. But Liu, night after night, 
lights his lamp, and places it where it 
will best serve to guide the wanderer 
home. With the light of the Gospel 
that man might be the means of leading 
hundreds of souls to God. He is try­
ing to learn. Who will help him 1 

"A HOPEFUL BUDDHIST. 

"There is a carpenter in a town 
fifteen miles from here who is a zealous 
Buddhist. He is not a priest ; but 
some years ago he went to a celebrated 
temple near Tai-yiieu-fu, received a 
course of instruction, and took most of 
the vows that priests ~ke when they 
are ordained. I am -told that he is a 
man of great influence, and that he has 
a band of fifty or sb:ty earnest religious 
men, who look up to him as their 
leader. He is not often in the city, 
but when he does visit Hsin Cheo he 
always comP.s to see us. He has read 
many of om books, and I believe he 
really prays. The last time he was here 
he told the evangelist that he believed 
the Gospel, but was afraid to break the 
solemn oaths he had taken (when 
ordained) of faithfulne~s to Buddhism. 

" In the Western Hills, not far from 
this city, is an old man, of good family, 
who has spent the last three years look­
ing after the repairing of a temple. He 
gets nothing for the trouble, but docs 
it us a work of merit. 

"PRAY FOR THESE. 

"Twenty years ago that man wns an 

inveterate opium smoker. He !,ad 
smoked heavily for fifteen years, but 
for some reason or other-it was mJt 
lack of money-he resolved to give up 
the habit. His friends said it would 
kill him to do so. He ha.d neither 
doctor nor medicine, but, with a deter­
mination rarely met with in an opium, 
smoker, he shut himself up in a place 
by himself, and, after forty days of­
intense suffering, came out a free man. 
He told us that during the first part of 
that time he used to lie on the ground 
and writhe with pain, all night long. 
He is a Pharisee now-fnll of his owi: 
superiority to the common hercl, anJ. 
he is inclined to patronise rat:!:i.er than 
learn of Christ. I do not reckon him 
as one of our enquirers ; but while 
talking to him I could not help wish­
ing he were converted, and it is that 
wish that prompts me to ask you ta­
pray for him. 

"Not far from the city, in another 
direction, there is a young man who 
makes a living selling calico at fairs. 
A few years since he went on a 
pilgrimage to Wu-t'ai, a celebrated 
mountain, three days journey from his 
home, to ask the priests 'how he coul,~ 
be saved.' They told him he coul<l do 
nothing but become a vegetarian, and 
worship Buddha, and they clid not 
seem ·to care much whether he were 
saved or not. However, he followed 
their advice, till a few months ago he 
received one of our books, rulll hean1 
for the first time the Story of the Cross. 
He has been to some service,, aml is 
learning what he can during his spar0 
tin'le, but he cannot attend sen·ices 
regularly just now. 

"The evangelist saw him the ()ther· 
day, and he said that when the autumn 
fairs are over he should like to bring 
his bed, and food, and stay with us for 
a few weeks to receive Christian instruc­
tion. We will gladly have him ,lo m 
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'· I c,,uld tell some such story of 
lW\ll)- nthers who are reckoned among 
the enquirer~ but I cannot write a long 
ldt0r this time. 

" There are so many influences 
against Christianity here that ruen can­
not remain mere enquirers long. They 
must be converted, and become out-and­
out Christians, or fall back iato a state 
"Of indifference to Christ. Every such 
lapsed enquirer is a dead weight to our 
cause, while every true convert becomes 
i- missionary of the Cross to all who 
know him. 

"BRETHREX, PRAY FOR US. 

" Will not the readers of the HERALD 
'})ray that the enquirers at Hsin Cheo 
may be convert?d, and filled with the 
Hol~- Ghost, so that they may preach 
the Gospel to their fellow-countrymen, 
not for money, but from the necessity 
of souls filled with Divine power 1 

"This is what we need above all 
things. This country can never be 
evangelized by foreigners ; but we have 
in these enquirers a band of men who 
could shake the devil's kingdom here-

H only God would convert them and 
fill them with His Spirit. 

" Oh., that the lnost ea.rnest member~ 
of our churches all over England wonld 
take this matter up, and publicly, and 
privately, plead with God for these 
men-that those of our readers who 
know lhc power of prayer would wait 
upon Goel in daily importunate prayer 
for these men. Surely God woul.d 
honou1· their faith ! 

" We often hear that, if every mem­
ber of our churches would contribute 
a trifle each week t-o our funds, the 
income of the Society would be vastly 
incFeased. Surely if every member 
would spend a few minutes daily in 
earnest prayer for these enquirers we 
should soon have to rejoice in an 
abundant increase of spiritual blessing. 

" Commending this matter to the 
consideration of all who sympathise 
with the work, 

"I remain, dear Sir, 
" Yours very sincerely, 

"JOSHUA J. TURNER. 

"A. H. Baynes, Esq." 

Indian Thought about Christ. 

BY THE REv. G. H. RousE, M.A. 

"I ,vrLL draw all men unto Me," are words which are being fulfilled in 
India as elsewhere. Around the person of Christ the battle thickens 

at home, and it is the name of Christ which is emblazoned on the banners 
borne by the soldiers of the Cross abroad. Whether they will or no, men 
must hear of Christ, they must accept or reject Christ. Even in the last 
few years we have made considerable advance. Not very long ago people in 
India did not care to hear the name of Jesus. We might preach against 
idolatry and men would listen; but as soon as we began to mention the name 
of Christ our congregations would disperse. It is different now. People in 
the streets are more desirous to hear of Christ, and many experienced mis­
sionaries have given it as their experience that it is now rather an adnint1ge 



0CTOJIER 1, 1886.] THE JIIIBBIONARY HERALD. 425 

than otherwise to have the name of Christ on the books we seek to sell. 
People will buy a Gospel called " The Life of Jesus Christ " ; but if offered 
Isaiah, or Daniel, or Acts will say, "We do not want that book." 

If this is the case with those who know only the vernacular, it is still 
more so, I believe, with the educated, at least in Bengal. The late }{r. 

Vaughan, a devoted Church of England mi.Mionary, in his book, " The 
Trident, the Crescent and the Cross "-one of the best books to read in 
regard to Mission work in Bengal-says that in the course of many years' 
work among educated natives he had never heard one word spoken against 
Jesus So it is still; men may speak against Christians-they have too 
much reason to do that-they may speak against the Christian system, but 
Christ Himself they can only praise as one of the best of men and greatest 
of teachers. Some of Keshub Chunder Sen's most eloquent lectures "ere 
on such subjects as "Jesus Christ, Europe and Asia"; "India asks, ,Yho 
is Christ? " The great Brabm.ist leader spoke of Christ in terms of so great 
reverence and love that many regarded him as almost, if not quite, a, 

Christian, though more meaning 1was tbllil put into his words than they "ere 
meant to convey. But a recent article in a Calcutta paper is even more 
striking, because of the source from which it comes. A few years ago, 
owing ·to Keshub Babu's marrying his daughter under the legal age to the 
Raja of Kooch Behar, there was a secession from his branch of the Brahmo 
Samaj. The seceders, who romprised the largeat and most intelligent section 
of his followers, formed ihat is called the Sadhara.n, or General Samaj. 
They have their own institutions and papers, in English and in Bengali. 
The English paper is called the Indian Messenger, and it has contained re­
cently a series _of articie.s headed "Christ's Opinion of Himself," which are 
very noteworthy, espl!cially when we remember that this branch of the 
Samaj started with a tendency to a lower view of Christ than that held by 
Keshub and his party;. I have not seen the articles, but quote the following 
£tom a review of them published in the Indian Christian Herald. It may 
be noted here, as one of the signs of the growth of spontaneous effort in the 
native chnrch, that this paper, which is published in English, has been 
s£arted, conducted, and supported for many years entirely by native Christians. 
The editor writes :- • 

• "Let us look and give a place in onr 
columns to the remarkable admissions 
made. Here they are:-

" 1. 'Christ believed Himself to be a 
s:1perhuman being with Divine powers,' 
or, as otherwise expresse,1, ' Christ be­
lieved and represented Himself to be a 
superhuman being with Divine powers, 
... so that it might be evident that the 
Christ of the Gospels .... i:; not the 

mere human prophet and teacher of 
modern Unitarians.' 

" 2. ' Christ believed Himself tu be 
the Son of Gcxl in a. special sense unt 
in that sense in which ,111 men are ,ons 
of God, nor merely in that high<.!r ~,·u,,, 
in which men of extrnonlimi.ry !'"11-~t 

aml holiness may be sai,l to be ,om u[ 

God .... according to this the , ,tlJ,,t· 

prophets antl teachers who came h!',,r,· 
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Je,rns were mere servants, but He Him­
~elf was the Son of God . . . . so Christ 
not only believed Himself to be the 
Son of God in a special sense, but also 
to have pos.."Cssed the ke)-s of the King­
dom of Heaven, and the right of giving 
them to others. The following extract 
brings out most clearly the speciality of 
Christ's supposed relation to God :­
' For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that who­
soeYer believeth on Him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.' Now, 
:w hateYer the full and exact meaning of 
'begotten Son' may be, it cannot mean 
-anything less than a 'son who shares 
-the father's substance or essence,' in 
however small a measure. So that a 
'begotten son' of God must mean one 
who shares the Divine essence-a 
Di,ine Being, a God, though not God 
[the Father] Hi.mseli .... It is evi­
dent that Christ believed Himself to be 
the only begotten Son of God. He 
ignored the divinity of man as man, 
claimed an exclusive share in the 
Di vine essence, and belie,ed Himself to 
be the only being who was Divine.' 

"3. 'Jesus believed that God had 
committed the moral j udgment of man­
kind into His hands, and that at the 
end of the world He would come to 
judge the dead and the living.' 

" 4. 'Lastly, Christ believed that He 
existed with God even before the 
creation of the world.' 

"Summing up this part of the suu­
ject, the Indian MeMenger concludes :-
It is evident that He believed Himself 

to be a Divine Being, and not a mere 
man, to bear a relationship to God 
which no man or angel hore, to 

have existed with God before the crea­
tion of the worhl, and to be the moral 
judge of mankind.' 

"Now turning from Christ's opinion 
or beliefs concerning Himself, let us see 
what the Indian Messenger thinks or 
Him. Well, to begin with, he utterly 
repudiates the idea of His having been 
an impostor. On the contrary, 'Jesus 
was a true Yogi [spiritual ascetic]; He 
enjoyed the deepest communion with 
God. With the clearest and brightest 
faith He beheld the face of God. His 
heart flowed with the deepest love; and 
His will was in perfect harmony with 
the Divine will. Thus in heart, mind, 
soul, and will He felt the closest 
spiritual union with God. Of this deep 
spiritual union He saw no other illus-

. tration around Him. Of all whom He 
saw and came in contact with, He alone 
felt and realised that union. Around 
Him He saw only sin, degradation, un­
belief, dryness, and worldi:11ess.' 

" The moral and spiritual teachings 
of Jesus Christ commend themselves to 
us by appealing to our Reason, Con­
science, and our Spiritual Instincts. It 
is on this ground alone . . . . that we 
accept Him as a prophet and teacher.' 

" These are remarkable admissions by 
the acknowledged organ of the Sad­
haranite Brahmos. We hope their 
future teaching concerning Him will, at 
least, be consistent with these. We are 
not at present concerned with the nega­
tive, destructive, or modifying positions 
laid down at the same time, nor are we 
concerned as to whether they are con­
sistent with these large and valuable 
admissions of what the editor truly 
calls 'the truth as it is in Jesus Christ.'" 
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Zenana Mission Work in India. 
A FRIEND, deeply interested in Zenana Mission work, writes :-

" A very interesting private letter has just been received from one of our Zenana 
workers in India, giving an account of untiring efforts on behalf of the women and 
children. Our miesionaries have but little time and strength left to write 
to friends in England in the midst of multiplying and coDi;tant claims. Will our 
friends earnestly take to heart the soler.:m call for quick and ready help contained 
in the following extract 1 It is in reference to training advanced pupils for 
medical and educational work :-' Christian girls must head the lists for some 
years, their education is so much better than that of the heathens ; but tle 
heathen, in every direction now, are rousing themselves. I wonder if Christians 
at home know or consider that the opportunity for their giving the Gospel to the 
women of India is fast passing away; that we are daily giving instruction to the 
Mohammedan and Hindu girls, who themselves, in a few years, will be able to 
teach their co-religionists, and will not then value the Christian teacher as they 
do now. Believe me, a heavy responsibility rests on the Church to-day ; more 
doors are open on every side ; we cannot do half the work we might do. People 
beg us to teach them, but it will not be always so. Pray for us ; we need your 
prayers; never have we needed Divine guidance more than now. Yet we know 
truly that He upholds us day by day.' There are several young friends who 
have consecrated their lives to this service for their Lord, waiting to be accepted 
and sent forth, either to relieve those who are at present ovir-worked, to occupy 
new ground, or to fill places that will soon be left vacant. One of these who 
desires to receive a short preliminary medical training, but whose object during 
school-life has been to prepare herself for this special work, writes thus :-' I am 
now nineteen ; ever since I was nine years old I have been asking God to send me 
to work for Him in India, and now my desire is stronger than ever to go and tell 
heathen women and children of the love of Jesus.' Christian friends, shall she 
go 1 \Ve might ask the same question for many others. Whilst there is an 
increasing debt on our Mission, what ought we to do?" 

Portrait of Nll-Kanto. 

BY THE REV. ROBERT SPURGEO~, OF B.-\RISAL. 

THE preacher now introduced to the readers of the HERUD is one wholly 
supported by the children of Newbury Sunday school. It was for 

them that the photograph was taken and the following account written; but 
I trust all will be interested in the account translated. 

"BARRISAL, April 1 ith, 1886. 

"MY DEAR MR. HUGHEs,-Enclosed 

is the first 'proof' of Nil-Kanto's 

portrait, with an account of himself. I 
forwarLl it to you, through Mr. Baynes, 
so that he ma~·, if he Llesires, print the 
whole in the H1mnn. Being a literal 



42S TII.E :MISSIONARY HERALD. [OCTOBER 1, 1886. 

trau~lation I fult that what I haYe 
inserted in parentl1csis would be help­
ful to a better understanding of the 
whole. The other copies of the photo 
sha.11 reach you as soon as possible. 

'· Please give my warmest loYe to all 

the friends at Newbury. Hoping to 
hear from you shortly, 

" I remain, with fraterml regards, 
"Yours in the Master's service~_ 

"ROBERT SPURGEON." 

Nil-Kanto Chokroborttee's account of himself literally translated:-

" I was born in 
the Engfoh year 
lS-!O, in a Bra.hmin 
family, in the vil­
lage of r ne.shea, in 
the sub-division of 
Kotalepara, in the 
<l istrict of Backer­
gunge. At the age 
of ten I received 
the title of ' Twice 
born,' and wore the 
poita. (Brahruins 
.all wear the sacred 
thread called the 
poita over the left 
-shoulder and pass­
ing under the right 
arm. On donning" 
thiB they become 
' twice born,' and 
-enter at once on 
tb eir priestly 
duties. The cere­
mony of initiating 
is as follows : The 
bead is shaved, and 
the ears pierced ; 
and after bathing, 
the poita is put on 
by the gooroo. A 
sacred sentence is 
then whispered in 

door, and live on 
the food bestowed.) 
At the age of 
thirteen I was 
initiated into the 
worship of our 
household god by 
another saC"red 
phrase whispered 
in the ear. But 
at this time I 
could neither read 
nor write. My 
before-born ( elder 
brother) once com­
pelled me to begin 
by beating me. 
But as ·soon as 
I could write my 
name I thought, 
' This is enough. 
I am by caste a 
Brahmin. I shall 
be able to live by 
my priesthood.' 
However, I was 
greatly ashamed 
once at a feast 
by some youths 
who asked me 
to spell. What 
could I do 1 I 

PORTRAIT OF NIL-KANTO. 

( From a Photograph.) 
was immersed in 

sadness. One night I was lying down 
when suddenly I thought, 'It is better 
to hang oneself with a rope than live 
a fool.' I arose from my mat, took 
deadly poisons with me, and went out. 
But I was afraid to die. So I fled to 

the ear that must never be uttered 
al,,u<l to anyone. A staff is put in one 
hand and a bag in the other, indicating 
th~ mendicant character of the life 
llJW entered on. For twelve days 
LLe youth has to beg from door to 
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n,nother part, and after three <lays 
arrived an<l took refuge in the house of 
a Brahmin in the village of Kiowalie 
Para, near Dacca. After refreshment, 
the master of the house a<l vise<l me, 
sn,ying, ' You stay with me and read,' 
and I, much obliged, remained three 
years. After passing the minor exam­
ination I resolved to return home. 
Taking farewell from the feet of my 
teacher I went to J essore, and spent two 
years in the village of Nohatt.a with 
another Pandit. Then I returned 
home. 

" Three years after this, one of my 
brothers became a Christian. lie 
begun to press me to accept that 
religion ; and at the age of twenty-one 
I did so. But I knew nothing about 
the religion. So Sookeeram, now in 
heaven, began to instruct me. Gradually 
all my faith in Hinduism disappeared, 
and faith in Christianity increased. At 
this time the illustrious Page Sahib 
placed the Sooagram school in my 
hands. I was married so-on after. The 
Sahib brought me into Barrisal, and 
gave me a Bible. I have it still, 
and read it. In 1,862 I was baptized. 

A little afterwards I joined the pnli,·r, 
but falling ill, had to give it up. I wa, 
now very poor and helpless. I hacl t,, 
beg from door to door. But Lhe Sahili, 
glancing pityingly on me, sent me tr, 
help a preacher at Anondspore. Thu.~ 
my Heavenly Father opened for me a 
door that I might obtain more know­
ledge of Him and His fear. When the 
illustrious George Pearce Sahib opened 
a class at Serampore I was sent as a 
student, and was· accepted. At the encl 
of two years I returned, and -was 
appointed to a church ; but having to 
carry on a great law-suit against some 
Hindus, connected with breaking of 
caste, I was suspended (by the mission­
ary in charge) for sbc months, and was 
in great distress. The Lord did not 
forsake me, but once more raised me to 
work in His vineyard. Through His 
grace I have laboured for the last 
twenty years, and on the 12th of this 
January was appointed helper to the 
illustrious Robert Spurgeon Sahib in 
preaching the Gospel, and I live in 
Barrisal. My a.ge is forty-five and su. 
months." 

The Tarskeshor Mela. 

BY REV. T. R. EDWilUJS, OF SERllll'ORE. 

(See Frontispiece.) 

AT the Zenana breakfast in Cannon Street, I mentioned one of the _most 
. distressing sights I had witnessed in India, and now I send an illus­

tration taken upon the spot, hoping it will bring vividly before the minLls of 
the readers of the HERll.D the sad spectacle. As will be seen from the 
picture, it represents men and women making their way to the temple or 

Tarskeshor by measuring the hard roads with their bodies. Two, a woma~ 

and a man, are seen prostrate on the ground. To the right of them then· i~ 

another man about to cast himself down in the same way, and to the left 

there is a group, consisting of three women and one man, on the point uf 
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doing the same thing. These people are making their way to the temple, 
about a quarter of a mile distant, and every inch of the distance they will 
ro,cr with their prostrate bodies. You see they cast themselves upon the 
ground -with their faces downwards, and then stretch out their arms to the 
full length, making a mark on the road with a nail or piece of brick which 
they carry for the purpose. This mark serves as a starting-point for tho 
next prostration. Before commencing this wearisome journey, they bathe 
themselves in a tank. The water dripping from their bodies soon makes 
the road wet and muddy, and through this mud they have to go. I shall 
never, never forget tbe shock I had when I :first saw these poor creatures. 
I had no idea that in the enlightened India of to-day such degraded fanaticism 
existed. And suddenly to-see a stream of women and men madly prostrating 
themselves in this fash;on, covered with dust and mud, trodden under foot 
by the surging crowd, weak and faint with the exertion, was a sight never 
to be forgotten. I wish I could take the readerd of this to the spot and let 
them witness all I witnessed. I am sure your hearts would bleed-within 
you, and you would experience a sorrow you had.never known before. .And 
this I wish, not to unnecessarily sadden you, but to :fill your hearts with 
Din.no love and sympathy for these poor creatures, who know no better, and 
hope by extraordinary sufferings of this kind to obtain salvation. 

Dear readers, how can you hope to be for ever happy in the presence of 
the Sa-riour in heaven until you have done all in your power to rescue these 
poor brothers and sisters of yours ? Would ~ot the consciousness of having 
left these to die in their misery and ~in make the smile of Jesus a rebuke 
rather than a joy to you? 

I was sorry to obser,e that the majority of these prostrate pilgrims were 
females. .A.nd I learned, too, that they were chiefly widows. What a sad 
tale this tells! Widowhood anywhere is bad enough, but in India it is 
crushing. In England, it has all the love and sympathy of a sympathising 
public ; it has the never-failing consolations of our Divine religion to support 
it ; and it may in time cast aside the robes of mourning and put on again 
the bridal robes. But in India there is nothing of all this for the poor 
crushed widow. .A.ll her hopes of earthly happiness die with her husband, 
and she is cursed by her friends and relations, and cursed by her religion­
E-ery comfort she is compelled to set aRide, and live the life of a recluse, 
despised by all about her. Having no hope in the present world, she per­
forms the most difficult pilgrimages, and undergoes the most terrible 
suiforings, in the vain hope of ameliorating her condition in the world to 
(;Orne. And this explains the presence of so many widows at Tarskeshor. I 
ha,e seen some of these widows coming the distance of a mile or more in 
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this slow, vainful way. Some of them had become so weak that they could 
hardly raise their bodies for the next prostration. One woman, I noticed 
.in partie:ular, had become hysterical, and was rolling about wildly on the 
hare, heated road. Her long dark hair was spread all about and covered 
with dirt. Her body was partly naked, and pushing ahout around 
her was a dense crowd of pilgrims, all shouting out at the top of 
their voice the praises of the god. It was, indeed, an awful sight, 
and made my heart sick within me. I felt I could run away and weep 
irivers of tears. I told the people how foolish, how debasing to them­
selves, ancl how displeasing in the sight of Goo were the things they were 
doing, but my words only added fire to their enthusiasm, and drew forth 
from them louder and louder shouts to the praise of their god. 0, God! 
that on this fair earth such a religion as this can exist, and that in this 
l!linet1oenth century of Christianity such deeds as these can be performed ! 
We shall de,erve God's severest conclemnation if, with the blessed Gospel 
in onr hands, we cease in our efforts to rescue these perishing people. 

These processions of prostrating pilgrims continued for several days. But 
before the festival was over a terrible calamity befell the place, as if a 
judgment from God was poured down on the town. A house caught fire, 
and the fire spread until the whole town was in flames. That was another 
sight I shall never forget. The pilgrims and townspeople were rushing 
away from the burning town, loudly bewailing their fate and madly demand­
ing of their god why he had brought this great calamity upon them. Others 
sorrowfully exclaimed that their god had gone away and forsaken them. 
Nearly every house and shop-and there were some hundreds-were burned 
down. I did all I could to arrest the progress of the fire. Failing that, I 
went round the thousands of pilgrims, beseeching them to let this fire show 
them the inability of their god to do anything for them, and to worship 
only the true and living God we had preached to thEm. 

T' R. EDWARDS. 

Sketches in India. 

No. IV.-AGRA. 

THE member of the Agra Mission whose portrait accompanies this notice 
is the necessary water-carrier of the compound-a gentle-eyed, useful 
creature, rejoicing in the name of a Brahmin Ox. The two large skins 

of water balance one another on either side; and so burdened, but noiselessly, 
the little creature plods along, doing the work which India-hot, sultry 
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India-needs so much. The man who follows, and also bears a w11ter-skin, 
is called the "Bihishti," or "Man of Paradise." 

I know that our friends in Agra will pardon me if, in order to describe 
their work as lucidly as possible, I say they belong to the Bihishti c11ste. 
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Their work is as unremitting and as necessary to the soul o.s the life-giving 
labour of the "heavenly ones" is to the body. Varied as their employ­
ments may be-preaching, healing, learning, or teaching-the great aim 
ever kept in view is to bear to the thirsty souls of India health-giving 
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draughts from the fountain 01 life,; and surely such manly and womanly efforts, 
so.nctified by a Christly love, mU8t eventnally succeed, as Christ counts succe,gs, 

The work here o.ppeared to be prospering cheeringly when I recently 
visited the city. Brethren Potter o.nd Mackintosh were devoting their time . 
to vernacular preaching, and generally directing the native helpers. Good 
c_ongregations seemed to reward their earnest toil ; and while I was with 
them three Hindu women were received into the church by baptism. Mr. 
Wood, as pastor of the English church, whose place of worship is called by 
the honoured name of Havelock, has abundant opportunities of usefulness 
among the soldiers in the Fort ; and anyone who knows his zealous spirit 
will rest confident that none is wasted. Mrs. Wilson numbers her patients 
who attend the dispensary by thousands, while her skill has won for her a 
name which many physicians might envy. During the first half of last year 
3,006 new patients applied for help, and through the week of my visit the 
average number of applicants was one hundred. per day. It was quite a 
picturesque sight as the poor women gathered in the court, many with their 
little children and very wretched; some veiled entirely, being Mohammedans· 
These all carry a text of Scripture on their cards of admission, and listen, 
while waiting, to the Gospel of Christ from the lips of a Christian woman. 
So the seed is sown. In connection with the Zenana Mission also an active 
work is carried on. Schools are also condncted by Miss Thomas, Miss Smith, 
and other ladies. 

A. little. beyond Agra the marble Taj glitters in perfect beauty, and 
wonderful art, over the low banks of the J umna, while every traveller is 
attracted to its shrine. But what of the temple of the living God-no pure 
white tomb, however beautiful, but a building instinct with life-which 
these quiet workers are rearing ? 

A. complaint which our missionaries have made in many places is well 
worthy of our thought. Tourists so seldom in passing through these 
districts make any effort to find what is being done. They move in another 
circle--stay at hotels, visit the chief wonders, and pass on to give the idea 
that missionaries are either insignificant elements in society or pure creatures 
of the imagination. They have not seen the men, and to a large extent 
have not heard of them. If, however, they would go into the bazaars and 
mix with the people ; if they would find out the dispensary, buried in the 
midst of a wretched population, or look for schools where best school work 
can be carried on-they would find something more to win their atlmiration 
than Taj or Fort in Agra, and wonders of self-deni!il to rccortl in Imlia, as 
well as wonders of art. 

Graaff Reinet, S. Africa. JosErrr J. DoKE. 
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Students from the Delhi Training 
Institution. 

THE Rev. R. F. Guyton, of Delhi, sends the following interesting 
details relative t.o three of his students, who have just been sent 

forth for mission work amongst their fellow-countrymen:-

"MY DEAR MR. BAYNES,-Theother 
day I fi'ent you photographs of the three 
men who have just been sent out from 
our training class to labour in Agra, 
Dinapore, and Gya. If you should be 
able to find a place in the HERALD for 
their portraits, the following informa­
tion will be acceptable to its readers:-

" JAIMAL SINGH. 

" The eldest, J aimal Singh, a Mazhaki 
Sikh by birth, has been for some years 
a teacher in one of our low caste 
schools. When this class was begun, 
now more than two years ago, he 
expressed a great desire to attend it, 
and so fit himself more completely for 
his work. He has shown great aptitude 
for learning, and has been uniformly 
punctual and diligent in bis attendance. 
In all Christian work, be bas been 
among the foremost in visiting melas, 
bazaar preaching, and in the basti 
meetings in the city. His sennonB in 
our Christian service have been warmly 
appreciated. Your readers will at once 
recognise him by his spectacles and 
long beard. His wife, Sarah Singh, 
has been a most useful and trusted 
worker in connection with the Zenana 
Mission. 

" ALLAH BAKHSB. 

"Allah Bakhsh, who is standing in 
the centre of the group, has also been 
engaged as a teacher in our low cas';e 
schools. HiB story is a singular one. 
Many years a~o, during a time of great 
distress, he was placed in a Christian 
boarding school at Gya. After a short 

period he ran away from school, ana 
found his way to Allygurh, and mingled 
with his co-religionists, the Moham­
medans of that place. He soon founcl 
employment with some of the wealthy 
people of that city, and, to all outwara. 
seeming, the knowledge he had gained 
in the ChriBtian school was lost. The· 
Bible he brought away from school 
was taken away from him lry force, and 
thrown down a well. But the results 
appeared after many days, and the seed 
sown brought forth fruit. He became 
anxious to find the way of Salvation, 
and it was our pleasure here to receive 
him for instruction in the way of peace. 
He has now been for some years aIL 
honoured and consistent member 
of our Church. Now he is sent 
back in the Providence of God to 
the same place whence he ran away, 
taking back with him to the place 
where the first ,seeds of ChristiaIL 
truth were sown in his mind the 
trained and matured Christian life of 
his manhood. I grieve to say that a 
terrible trial awaited him there. In 
less than a week, his wife and infant. 
child were burnt to death during 
his temporary absence. I had a letter 
from him a few clays ago, in which, 
though greatly sorrowing, he expresses 
the most complete resignation to th(} 
Divine Will. I am sure your reader& 
will offer for him their sympathetic 
prayers. 

"YAQUil .. 

"Yaqub, the third of the group, was 
at one time caretaker at the missiou 
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chapel)n Chanclui Chowk. He showed 
so much devoutness and eagerness to 
learn, that I felt it my duty to offer 
him the opportunity ot preparing for 
the Lord's work. He has been a great 
comfort to us. His earnest Christian 
Rpirit, consistent life, and ready 
willingness to do anything asked of 
him, has made him dear to all of us, 
in parting from him we feel we have 
separated from a friend. But he seemed 
to us fitted for the growing work at Agra, 
and a helper was needed there, so we 
separated him for the work to which we 
felt he was called. So far as we can judge, 
these three have gone forth in the true 

Rpirit of <levoutedness to the Saviour's 
cause, and will, we trust, be greatly 
helped and blessed. 

" I am confident that the readers of 
the HERALD will remember these clear 
brethren in their prayers ; and they 
will, I hope, remember also the train­
ing classes from which they have been 
sent. We all, teachers and students, 
need their prayers that the Spirit of 
God may rest upon us. 

" With sincere regards, I am, dear 
Mr. Baynes, 

"Yours sincerely, 
"R. F. GUYTON. 

"A. H. Baynes, Esq." 

The Congo Mission. 

THE following interesting letter has been received from J'dr. Michae 
Richards by Mr. Palmer, of Scarborough :-

"MY DEAR MR. PALMER,-ln a few 
days from now I shall have been in 
Congo six months. Doubtless you are 
thin.king that I must have seen 
much to write about. Well, at last I 
find myself relating to you something 
of my experience in this dark, degraded 
land, a country full of superstitions. 

"The first six weeks of my time 
was spent with Mr. Charters at 
the Bayneston Station, after which I 
journeyed hither to join Mr. Percy 
Comber, and he and I are in charge 
while Mr. Comber is at the coast on 
business, before he returns here to 
accompany Mr. and Mrs. Weeks to San 
Salvador. We look forward to his 
returning in about three weeks. I 
then expect t.o go t.o Stanley Pool. 
Possibly Mr. Whitley and I will go up 
river to open a new station. 

" I have had very good health on the 
whole, but uf course have had my 
share of fevers. Thanks to GOll for all 

His care and mercy. I have never 
regretted the step I took, and it is my 
sincere wish to live and die labouring 
among the heathen for the extension of 
the Master's Kingdom. ' Sowing the 
seed, casting the bread, and what is 
the promise 1 ' My word shall not return 
unto Me void.' The work is hard, but 
glorious. We have our Master's words 
t.o cheer us, 'Lo, I am with you ahrny,' 
and 'I will never leave thee.' I fed it 
to be a great privilege to be engaged in 
this work-a work which brings much 
gladness. 

" I have thoroughly enjoyed the 200 
miles of walking, an<l, seemingly, even 
the black people knew my enjoyment ; 
for, ere I arrived at Bayneston, my 
African name was given me. It was 
'l\ffumu Njimba,' which means 'strong 
man to walk the road.' The ' roads 
out here are about half-a-yard wi,le 
through grass varying from one to 
eighteen feet. The traveller has to go 
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up hills of all heights-one from the 
Mpozo Rh·er to J\fpalabala, l,GOO feet; 
not bad, if one is not in a good humour 
for climbing, is it? 

"Down he goes again into a valley, 
crosses a rin1let or a stream, or a fast­
.flowing ri,·er, through a wood, the 
trees swarming with birds, the bushes 
with insect life. Up again some 800 
feet across a plateau, now riding in a 
hammock carried by two strong blacks, 
singing a native song as they briskly 
walk or trot through the long-s~nding 
grass. Halt ! here is our luncheon-place 
or sleeping-place. H luncheon, Munde­
le (white man) shouts, 'Tiam' e nkuni. 
Lung' o tiya nswalu' (' Go for wood, 
and light a fire quick'). Soon the 
water boils, and he sits drinking his 
;refreshing cup of tea, which is enjoyed, 
whilst a fowl is being made into soup, 
&c. If it is the sleeping-place, up goes 
tbe tent, out comes his travelling bed, 
while one or two are busying them­
selves in prepa.ring the evening meal. 
A good sleep ; if otherwise, it is all the 
same. Up at fiye o'clock next morning, 
and by six the ascending and descend­
ing and crossing plateaus begins. Four, 
five, or six days, and the missionary is 
at his station. Now, what is his work 1 
Building, brick - making, doctoring, 
teaching, preaching, &c. Here, at 
Wathen, there is sufficient work for 
three missionaries. The towns about 
us are large and well kept ; but, not­
withstanding, we get every morning 
a good deal of medical work. The 
boys in our school are making marked 
progress. They are very happy boys, 
and I believe all are anxious to be 
better men than their father~. I am 
teaching them the English hymn, 
•Jesus loves me, this I know ; ' and it is 
surprising how quickly they learn the 
tune and words. The preaching in the 
towns has been postponed for a time 
in consequence of the death of Mfumu 

Ngombi, the chief of this district. He 
is to be buried next Snnday. His 
coffin is about four feet high, and the 
same broad. The reason of this enor­
mous sized chest is because all the 
people out here wrap round their deacl 
all the cloth the deceased possessed. 

" When the services are held we 
ahmys get a good congregation whatever 
town we visit. We take our school­
boys with us to sing. One goes round 
the town ringing a bell, and soon we 
have two groups seated in front of us­
one of men, around their chief ; the 
other of women; both groups being 
dotted with children. This would 
make a very interesting picture, shaded, 
as we are, by some large tree. We 
havi:, lately beautified our plateau with 
a new boys' house, a new school, 
a new store, a new fowls' house, a 
goats' house, and a small garden. We 
have four Accra brickmakers here, and 
soon we shall hope to commence a 
brick house for the white men. An 
iron store arrived yesterday. The heavy 
rains of late have broken down the 
bridge that crosses the Tom be close by. 
So we have a good deal of work yet 
before the station and its surroundings 
are complete. 

" I am very thankful to be able to 
say that every branch of our work at 
this station is prosperous. It is the 
Lord's work, and He is blessing it. The 
week consists of four days in Congo. 
Every day there is a market somewhere 
near. Every eighth day there is a 
great market at Makwekwe on Konzo. 
I visited this market some time since, 
and I don't think it will tire you if I 
give a short account of what I saw. 

"On approaching the market you bear 
the hum of 2,000 voices, men, women, 
and children, as they are bartering. 
The Congo have the English fushion of 
departments. In one department you 
have mats, bags, baskets, and cloth ; 
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in another, gunpowder ; in o.nother, 
fowls, goat~, and pigs; in anot.her, 
native-made implements of agriculture. 
There is also the eating-house depart­
ment; and, should you be hungry, 
your hunger could be satisfied with 
soup, rats, baw, beetles, caterpillara, 
pork, &c., all served up on large leaves, 
or in baskets. If you refuse all these 
dainties-well, one is left in the shape 
of fish, which may not have seen water 
for some time. I can assure you none 
of these things tempted me, and I 
waited till I arrived home before I 
partook of my midday meal. 

"A day or two ago I went to a large 
town close by, Kindinga; and, hearing 
singing and drum-beating, inquired 
what had happened. A child had 
died, and the women were mourning 
its loss by drum-beating and singing 
the following: 'Ngyele, mandumba, 
kana kisadidi ko, yavwanda jala man­
dumba' (' gone a long way; we shall 
not see him again ; he only sat down ; 
he never did any work to be seen by 
his chief'). What else could a child do 1 
The following is an account of a witch 
palaver in consequence of the illness of 
a child. It took place in Lutete, close 
by our station here :-

" A great many women, married and 
single, and children were gathered to­
gether, seated around a woman who 
held the palaver. The 'doctoress' had 
on her knees a plate containing a 
mixture of native cabbage, red earth, 
and palm wine. Around the plate was 
placed, at equal distances, gunp)wder, 
which was 'let off' amidst singing, 
the 'doctoress ' pointing to the smoke. 
All the mothers present drank a little 
of the contents of the plate ; then the 
children took their share, lastly coming 
the sick child. Poor little innocent 
thing ; it refused to drink, so the 
mixture was forcibly administered. We 
offered our medicine, This was refused 

by the 'doctoress.' She was not willing 
to forfeit a few head~, a piece of eloth, 
or a brass rod or two. 

"We were told that she would ·name 
her charge in a song she would sing in 
the night. 

"Some of the people are very super­
stitious; others, seemingly, have little 
faith ; for I bought a very important 
fetish some time since with a half a 
box of Bryant and May's Patent Safety. 
At N yungi I was informed that if I 
touched a certain stuffed shell I would 
die. I touched the shell. No death. 
'If you put it on the ground it will 
kill you.' This was clone. No death, 
It was very disobedient, doing every­
thing opposite to what the owner sail!. 
So I bit it, caressed it, &c., &c. Still 
no death. 'Ah! it will not kill white 
men.' So I tried black boys ; and, 
having four schoolboys with me, handed 
it to them. They fearlessly played 
with it. No death followed; and the 
owner, rather angrily, said: 'Oh ! put 
it back, and leave it alone.' We 
obeyed in this. I did not leave until I 
had denounced all fetishes, and spoke 
of God's love. The people out here 
have fetishes that are supposed to make 
them strong when carrying ; to keep 
away sickness and death ; to find out 
who is the cause of death ; to bring 
rain ; to make wise ; to protect during 
the darkness of the night, &c., &c. 

" Nothing but the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ can remedy the sins and sorrows 
of the degraded Congos. Millions of 
people, and II mere handful of men to 
tell out the blessed tidings of thl) 
Gospel! 

"Why, sir, the other day two ex­
plorers called here on their way home ; 
and they report finding three large 
rivers wending their way to the Congo. 

"They found fine people; large, well­
kept towns; found the country abouml­
ing in elephants and lrnffoloes ; the 



440 THE M:ISSIONA.BY HERALD, [OCTOBER 1, 1886, 

people hunting and filling their towns 
with ivory. 

"God, in His providence, is opening 
up countt-ies, and smoothing the path 
for the advance of the missionary. He 
is sa~ing to-day, 'Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature.' 

" I say to young men, ' Come over 
and help us,' and if any should hear the 
voice of God bidding them, let them 
manfully take up the cross and go for­
ward, and I doubt if any will e,er 
regret the step they take. 

"I believe there are great things in 
store for Africa. The souls of these 
poor people are so clark that the light 

Kalo 

we bring is too dazzling at present for 
them. 

"I must now close, having many 
letters to answer by this mail. Before I 
sign my name, however, I would ask a 
continuation of your prayers at Albe­
marle. I have not forgotten you. 
Without the prayers of the churches at 
home we become weak ; but, if our 
hands are held up, if we are sustained, 
then we become mighty. 

" My Christian love to all the friends 
at Albemarle, to yourself, and Mrs. 
Palmer. 

"I remain, yours very sincerely, 
"MICHAEL RICHARDS. 

"Wathen Station, Ngombe, Congo 
River, March 21st, 1886." 

Megha. 
lh THE REv. G. H. RousE, M.A. 

KALO MEGHAisaverysmallplace, 
not far from the sea, in the district 
of Backergunge, in Bengal. Mr. 

Anderson and I paid it a visit in Febru­
ary, 1885. Aman belonging to the Chris­
tian community, in the northern part of 
the district, some years ago was compelled 
to leave his home owing to some mis­
conduct. He went far away, and we.s 
lost to sight for some years. He built 
a house at Kalo Megha, where he keeps 
a small shop. In course of time he 
redeemed his character, and sent for 
one or two relatives to live with him. 
They all live in one homestead, and 
they are the only Christians for miles 
around. He has built a little chapel, 
which is represented in the picture, and 
thei-e he holds service every Sunday, 
and at other times, inviting his neigh­
bours to join him, and to learn about 
Cluistian truth. He is seen in the 
centr-e of the picture, prepared to beat 
the drum at his feet, with which he 
announces the time of service to his 

neighbours. To his left is John Sircar, 
who has been for so long assistant mis­
sionary in Backergunge. On , his left 
stands Mr. Anderson. To the right of 
our good brother with the drum stand 
members of his family. 

The other picture represents , the 
mission boats, e.s they were moored at 
Kalo Megha, and a bamboo bridge 
across the stream. These bridges are 
very common in Bengal, as they can be 
so easily put up and taken down. It is 
difficult even for Bengalis, with their 
bare feet, to walk over them without 
slipping-it would be almost impossible 
for persons with boots to do so. As we 
were sitting at breakfast the day we 
were there, with the windows of the 
boat open, we found that about twenty 
persons were standing or sitting on the 
bank, staring at the strange process of 
seeing white men eat. We felt that we 
could sympathise with the inhabitants 
of the Zoological Gardens when the 
crowd gathers to " see the lions feed! 



OcroBER 1, 1886. J rHE Ml81HONARY HERALD, 441 

KA.LO CHAPEL, MEGHA.-(From a Photograph.) 

ICALO DRIDGE, MEGHA.-(From a Photograph.) 
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My Stay in Barisal. 

lh m11 REv. DAVm Tno1u.e, Il.A. 

DURIKG the fifteen m0nths I was in Barisal I had the privilege of speaking 
to the people both in English and in Bengali, which is the principal 
language spoken in Bengal. It was during the first three or four months 

that I used the English language, as I was then only beginning to learn the 
language of the people. In Barisal there are probably some thousands who 
possess sufficient knowledge of the English language to appreciate an English 
address ; and as I had no hope of being able to speak in Bengali for some time, I 
was happy to avail myself of the opportunities offering of speaking in the English 
language. Numbers of men in Government employ, and some Babus or Hindu 
gentlemen, and a great many young men from the Government school, appeared 
very glad to converse in English about religious matters, and to hear an address. 

MY CONGREGATION, 

An audience of such people differed little from an Englis9- audience as regards 
respectful attention and perfect urbanity and courtesy in argument. There were 
among them some who were favourably inclined to the Christian religion ; but 
the greater number, notwithstanding the English education they bad received, were 
firm believers either in Hinduism or in Mohammedanism, while some belonged 
to the Brahmo Somaj, the society founded by Keshub Chunder Sen, and there 
were some who affected scepticism and believed in no religion. It was a strange 
experience to hear argwnentB for Hinduism or Mohammedanism urged by English­
speaking people; and yet, as I was once reminded by a Hindu opponent, the 
civilised peoples of Greece and Rome were idolaters, so that civilisation seems to 
he consistent with the worship of idols ; but certainly the highest civilisation is 
not consistent with it. It was very pleasing to find so many knowing the English 
language, and to be able to speak to so many of the people immediately on 
arrival; and when a large number came together by the side of the beautiful 
Barisal river to converse on religion and to hear the Gospel preached, one often 
felt very little difference between India. and England. Many of these people, 
especially young men and boyo of the Government school, were very glad to come 
to the Mission-house to converse in English and to l~rn something about any 
matter belonging to European civilisation. Seeing many coming, I invited them 
to come in small companies to read the Bible in Engli8h, especially the New 
Testament ; and they came almost every day, one company one clay and another 
company another day, for about four months, and read the Bible with me and 
r-eceirnd expositions. After reading we would engage in conversation, and it was 
then that it coulcl be seen how difficult and great a matte!' it is to bring men out 
of thfll' false systems to a belief in the true religion. 

VARIOUS CLASSES. 

There were, as it has been suggested, some four or five different classes oJ 
men to deal with-Hindus, Mohammedans, members of the Brahmo Bomej, 
and men who ~belien<l in no religion ; but as the great masses of the popula-
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tion are Hindus or Mohammedans, so the greater number of those who came 
were Hindus or Mohammedans, and it is with Hinduism principally and then 
with Mohammedanism that a missionary has chiefly to contend. One might 
think it a not extremely difficult matter to convince an intelligent Hindu 
who has received a good English education that idolatry is wrong anrl 
degrading, and that the best and the only true religion is the religion of 
Christ ; but I did not find it a more hopeful task with educated Hindus than 
with people who had had no advantages, and I am inclined to believe what one 
of the Bengali preachers told me-that the educated and wealthy classe.<i are less 
open to conversion than the illiterate and common people. Still, some among 
those who came to read evinced an inclination to leave idolatry and to become 
Christians ; but when they were pressed to confess Christ openly, they made the 
excuse.<i that their parents or guardians would not be willing, that they would be 
driven out of society, that they would lose their caste, their property, and their 
prospects. The.<ie excuses, doubtle.<is, constitute the reason why it is so difficult to 
persuade the educated and wealthy classes to enter the Kingdom of God. But the 
masses of the people have not so much to lose by making a public confession of 
Christ, and they can see and feel that the religion of Christ brings them out of the 
ignominy attached to their castes by the higher classe.<i; so that there is greater 
hope in labouring among the masse.<i than among the educated and wealthy. At 
the same time, one class influences another, and as the more wealthy and educatecl 
are made to see the great error of idolatry and brought to a better appreciation of 
the truth of Christianity, they will offer less opposition to the conversion of the 
poorer people, who are at present to a large extent morally guided and governed 
by them. When the leading people of a nation are in the depths of darkness, 
the condition of that nation is very low indeed. How can we enlighten the 
leading men of India, the educated and wealthy1 Much has already been done 
i11 this direction, and the bitter opposition which converts to Christianity are apt 
to experience from landowners is not so great now as it was. The work must go 

011 chiefly in the most promising field, and that field is the common people ; but 
it is not to be overlooked that, as with Christ and the AposUes, so also with the 
missionaries in India, there are, and there will be, among the educated and 
leading people, men who will not be ashamed to confess Christ and who will 
p;rove themselves of great worth in His cause. 

LEADERS. 

One of these guide.'! of the nation, a Brahmin and the son of a wealthy 
landowner, often came to the Miss.:n-h-1use for conversation on religion. 
When he first came he was inclined to believe in the religion ol. the Brahmo 
Somaj, but he had not openly joined thn.t ~••ci, ty for fear of l<JSing his 
caste and his property. The claims of Christ were set before him and, after 
repeated conversation, he ea.me to the state of mind in which many are found 
in India, a state of inclination to believe in Christ, but of iuclination only 
falling short of that belief which is essential and lwhich lends to the public 
-confession of Christ. When I left Ba.risal, he liad not made up his mincl to own 
Christ openly. Still I have much hope concerning him. Mr. Antle rson, our 
superintending missionary at Barisal, said, after conversation with him, that he 
was a most intelligent inquirer and was very pleased to speak '1ith him. 
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Another young man, who was a landowner and attending the Government school, 
often came to conyerse about religion. He was one of the most thorough idolaters 
that could be met with ; but after many .months, during which he heard 
preaching and came for cor.:tersation, he greatly changed in his belief, and oil 
being asked about a month before I left Barisal what his opinion then was, he 
said that he believed that all the gods did not after all come to more than one 
God, but added that he had not yet settled his belief. Such a change was very 
gratifying, for he used to s,eak for polytheism wiLh great determination• 
Another who came to read the Bible in English said, even when he first came, 
that be believed in Christ and that without Him he could not be saved, but that 
his guardian would not allow him to become a professed Christian. I often told 
such young men that their parents and guardians acted very unreasonably and 
tyrannically, and that everyone ought to be left free to do as he chooses in religion ; 
and I showed them the superiority of English civilisation iri this respect. The 
children are, as a rule, kept as it were in iron chains by their parents and 
guardians, who use most dreadful threatenings to prevent them from professing 
Christ. A fourth example of an increasing class of persons, who are to all 
a11pea.rance not far from the Kingdom of God, was an intelligent young man who 
was attending the school and had won a scholarship to sustain him there ; he also . 
made the usual excuses far not professing Christianity. One time as I was 
arguing on the road-side with some very realotl.B Hindus, this young man came to 
my side and spoke very firmly with me in favour of the religion of Christ. Such 
conduct ea.me near to open profession, but still he remained a professed Hindu. • 

THE BRilUID SoMA.J. 

Those who are idolat.ers are more open, as a rule, to Christian'tril.th ,than those 
who have left idolatry without becoming Christians. Such are the sceptics and 
the members of the Brahmo Somaj. These people seemed to have the conviction 
that they had just discovered the true way, and that· they were not, in need of 
any more light. The Brah.mo Somaj. recognise no authority in religion besides 
their own jndgment and their owri conscience ; they profess to receive what .they 
judge to be right in all religions, and they appear to have as much rega,rd for 
:lrohammed and Chunder ikn as they have for Christ. Their religion is a kind ot 
ecstatic Deism, and their unbounded ecsta.cie11 in public worship seem to be a 
kind of re-action from th, bari ennese of their creed. When they said that they 
believed in Christ I was obliged :o say that they did not believe in Him, because 
they did not believe that He was the Son of God, and that, since t~ey rejected 
His teaching concerning Himself, they did not accept the grea,t doctrines. which 
are the authority for all His other teachings and their spirit and life. To believe 
in Christ is to believe in His Divinity, and the Brahmo Somaj have not thi.8 
Lelief. 

The scepticism of this country W1turally appears in India among those who 
have a natural tendency in that direction. Two or three Hceptical men came one 
enning for conversation, and urged that the writings of Darwin and Herbert 
Spenu,1: oet aside the BiLle and made it antiquated ; and I took the opportunity 
of impressing upon them the necessity of choosii;g Him as the highest teacher 
\\"ho had given the strongest credentials and proved Him,self po~sessecl of Divine 
authority. As in this country, so in India, men wiJl choose a sceptical life and 
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fallow sceptical leaders, not because of the intrinsic worth of the scepticism th ev 
affect, but because it is more in agreement with the natnral tendencies of their 
own natt1res. Such men were hut little inclined to become believers in C'hriBt. 
There is so much pride of intellect belonging to the sceptic that he appears far 
more nnxioi1s to make a di:gplay of knowledge and intelligence than to earnestly 
endeavour to find the truth. There is room for doubt..•, and great doubts, in 
religion, a~ we see in the case of Thoma 1 ; uu t a life of doubt is sinful, and 
betrays a sinful natnre. 

THE H!XDl'fl. 

The Hindus are much given to argument, ancl they are always very oool in 
arguing ; they are very desirous of learning ; they have many good social 
qualities ; and they are the really leading people among the native community, 
having given their language and much of their religion-I mean, more especially, 
the caste of their religion-to their former conquerors, the Mohammedans. The 
latter people are stronger and more active physically than the Hindus, and they 
are a more earnest and practical kind of people, but they are apt t.o be fanatics, 
and they are not disposed, like the Hindus, to argue much on religion, and they 
are less open to conviction. There were, however, many among the ~Ioham­
medans who appeared to hear without much prejudice, and sometimes even with 
a decided inclination towards the religion of Christ. 

( T·o be con tinuecl.) 

My First Visit to the Beels. 

BY REv. R. H. TnEGILLus, OF ::BA-RISll.1 Ri.sr BF.NG.U.. 

WE commend the following graphic account of a visit to some of the 

Backergunge churches to the special attention of our readers:-

A visit can only be macle once in a life­
time. During the trip from which I have 
just returned I paid my first visit to the 
Beel district, so I may be permitted to 
say something of the trip. I left Barisal 
on Thursday evening, Augnst 5th, in 
company with lllr. Spurgeon, in the 
new mission boat, The lt:Ianchesler. 

A lllERCIFUL PROVIDENCE. 

An incident, which might have been 
attended with very serious consequences 
for u~, marked the opening of the second 
day. As a huge rinr steamer, with a 
large barge on either side in tow, swept 
round a bend of the 1iver. it came 
perilously near our little craft. As it 

was, we grazed the side of the barge 
nearest us from the centre to the end. 
It was the sudden rounding of the 
corner which brought us into such 
danger. We were devoutly thankful 
when the peril was past. During the 
remainder of that day we made steady 
progress on our journey. Towanls 
t:vening we passed some delightfully 
wooded parts; the growth was as 
luxuriant as any I had previously seen. 
A very narrow water-way was left us 
for some distance. The boat had 
literally to creep along midst over­
hanging brunches and bushes. The~e 
swept our sides and roof with consider­
able force. Such a delightful retreat 
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would be much valued by London 
people, were it but within their reach. 

THE BEELS. 

On the Saturday I was properly intro­
duced to the Beels. This district has 
often been described at home by our 
Barisal missionaries. W11ilst I pretend 
not to describe, I may be able to 
say something of what I saw. It is 
known that the Beels during tl1e rainy 
season are covered with water. The 
depth ~f water varies from three or four 
feet to nearly twenty feet. A.t one 
time this district was considered un­
inhabitable. A colony of people being 
driven thither formerly by the curse of 
a Brahmin, found thernselYes obliged 
to make it habitable. This was done 
by raising mounds of mud, on which 
they built_ their dwellings. In many 
cases the cavity from whence the mud 
was ta.ken served as a tank, in which 
water was stored for the dry season. 
The greater part of the submerged 
districts are under cultivation. Here 
rice will flourish ; whatever the depth 
of the water, the rice plant rises above 
it to the hei"ht of two or three feet. 
Boats are pro;elled through the rice by 
means of bamboo poles pushed against 
the soil beneath. Men, women, and 
children are proficient in this art of 
propelling boats. Boys, apparently not 
more than five or six years of age, 
balance themselves with ease in the 
slender native boats, and glide along at 
a rapid rate. A boat leaves no long 
track behind it, as the rice plants when 
pressed under water soon raise their 
heads again. (All things are not what 
they seem : this, I think, is beyond 
dispute. All I have commenced by 
~peaking of things as they are, a word 
or two as to what they seem may not 
l,e amiss.) 

THE BEAUTY OF THE BEELS. 

Sailing along through the rice, 

you appear to be gliding, without 
the noise of wheels, acro.~s an extensive 
English park. There is a sound as of 
a distant sea. This is occasioned by 
the corn sweeping the sides of the con­
veyance. A mo9t delightful green 
sward seems to stretch in every direc­
tion, constantly relieved by clusters of 
trees. These clusters mark the posi­
tions of the raised homesteads. It 
would almost appear that these trees 
wish to keep the fact a secret, for only 
here and there can glimpses of thatched 
rcofs be obtained. The horizon gene­
rally seems bound by an unbr~ken line 
or trees. As you approach, this line 
becomes separated into distinct clusters, 
and another Ruch a line is still before 
you. On my first day in the Beels I 
had a good opportunity of watching the 
approach of a storm. The advance of 
the wind could be marked by the 
motion of the trees and the commotion 
amongst the rice. The trees of one 
cluster after another began to nod 
their heads more and more violently. 
It might be said that these trees were 
shaking their heads as though to re­
buke some mischief contemplated by 
the wind. Clearly there was: mischief 
in the gale. When it reached us it 
took our sail and spread it like a flag; 
one of the ropes of the sail relieved Mr. 
Spurgeon of his large sun-~at, and 
away it flew to explore the rice-fields 
on its own account. One of the boat­
men soon recovered it. The willd was 
now accompanied by a deluge of rain. 
For a while we were busy in protecting 
our things from the rain ~whir.h would 
find its way inside. 

ASKOR CATHEDRAL, 

By the time the storm subsided 
we had reached Askor. This was 
not our first destination, but we 
stayed a little while that I might 
have an opportunity of seeing the 
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chapel. Askor Chapel is known as 
the cathedral of the district. It cer­
tainly does present a cathedral-like 
ap:[i)earance when it is compared with 
the other native chapels. The building 
is in shape like a cross, and the centre 
is surmounted by a dome. Over the 
porch stands a modest cross. There are 
neither cloisters nor vestries. As you 
enter you can see the whole of the 
interior. In place of seats there are 
mam ; instead of p.ulpit or desk there 
is a plain table, where the pastor stands 
when preaching. On Sundays 'the 
building is well filled by about 
400 people. The church is quite inde­
pendent, and has a membership of more 
than 200. The church life is vigorous. 
Many schools are sustained in the 
neighbourhood. If this spiritual oasis 
were alone in the district, Baptist 
missions in Backergunge could not be 
spoken of as a failure. 

SUAGRAM. 

Our first stopping place we.s to be 
Suagram. On our way we made a 
short call at a native market, The 
market sheds, upon a mound of 
mud, presented a busy scene. Crowds 
of boats were o.utside, but still from 
different directions people were gather­
ing to do business. We reached Sue.­
gram early on the Saturday evening. 
The chapel here is more of the 
native type; its roof is of thatch. Cor­
rectly speaking, there are two roofs, 
The centre roof is higher than the 
other, and covers a sort of upstair loft. 
The building rests upon rough posts. 
The appearance of the place suggests 
catholicity of spirit and breadth of 
view, for the people inside are not 
walled around. There being no walls, 
it is not easy to say which is the 
entrance. There are not mats to cornr 
the mud floor, but the people sit upon 
forms about two inches high. The 

chief service arranged for that Sunday 
was for the setting apart of the new 
pastor for his work. This service had 
to be postponed a <lay in consequence 
of the heavy and continuous rain. 

A RECOGNITION SERVICE. 

There was an early service for the 
children, an adult service at 10.30 a.m., 
and another service in the afternoon. 
Early on the Monday morning a fair 
number of children and adults were 
gathered in the chapel. )Ir. Spurgeon 
showed and explained a series of pic­
tures, which illustrated various scenes 
of the life of Christ. Early in the 
afternoon the rain began to fall very 
heavily, and we feared that the recog­
nition service might again be interfered 
with. First there was the exhibiting 
pictures, illustrating '' The Pilgrim's 
Progress." Before this had been com­
pleted the rain was less, and a large con­
gregation had assembled. The recog­
nition service was then proceeded with. 
The address to the church was delivered 
by Sree Natb,'of Ooturpar; the charge 
to the pastor was given by Mr. Spur­
geon ; and Pastor Dulie, of Ombolia, 
offered special prayer. The Suagram 
Church has recently become indepen­
dent, and this is the first pastor they 
have begun to support. The pastor 
seems to be a man of a truly Christian 
spirit. There is an untried future be­
fore him and the church, and both de­
serve our prayers. 

DHARABASHA.IL. 

We left Suagram on the Tuesday 
afternoon, o.nd began our journey to­
wards Dharo.bashail. '\Ve went on 
quietly until it became dark, and 
anchored for the night in a clear space 
of water. It seemed almost ,is though 
an invitation had been issued to the in­
sects of the district to come and inspect 
our dining cabin. When the lamp wa~ 
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lighted, these came in such swarms that 
we were obliged to retreat to our bed­
room for our dinner. ,v e reached 
Dharabashail on Wednesday morning 
~hortly before eleven o'clock. Our boat 
was moored by the side of what had the 
appearance of a rather rough landing­
shed. I soon learnt that this was the 
Baptist chapel. It will be understood 
rom this that there was nothing intri-

cate in the building. The chapel and 
furniture consisted of a thatched roof, 
sixteen posts, a raised mound of mud, 
and five rush mats. I may here remark 
that, in my opinion, a chapel of this 
kind, provided the roof be sound and 
the mats clean, is far better suited to 
the requirements of the natives than 
any thing more elaborate. On the 
after!loon of our arrival, the pictures of 
the Life of Christ were shown. 

A NATIVE CHURCH MEETING. 

Early the next morning there was a 
preaching service, followed by a church 
meeting. There was much of a novel 
character connected with that meeting. 
Each member was anxious to say 
something more or less connected 
with the business in hand. It was 
quite new to see members, as busi­
ness proceeded, go off t.o smoke the 
"hookah." One member of the church 
unites in himself the offices of church 
secretary and treasurer. As he pos­
sesses neither the gift of reading nor 
writing, his accounts are kept by proxy, 
and when read to him he tests their 
accuracy from memory. We visited 
Heeron on the Thursday. There are 
but a few Christians at this place, and, 
unfortunately for those few, there is no 

preacher in charge. On the second day 
the chapel, by far the worst I have 
seen, could scarce contain a half of the 
crowd that gathered as the Life of 
Christ was sketched by the aid of tlm 
pictures. The majority present were 
Hindus. Saturday aud Sunday were 
spent at Mandrah. 

GROWING lNDEPEXDENCE. 

The :\fandrah Church is to be­
come independent at the end of the 
year. An earnest prayer - meeting 
was held on the deck of the boat 
on the Saturday evening, as the moon 
was shining clearly. The services 
on the Sunday were well attended. 
Two or three hours on Monday morning 
were spent at Pakor. As is so often 
the case where members are few and 
weak, there was trouble in the church 
which needed Mr. Spurgeon's attention. 
We left this place about nine o'clock, 
and the rest of the day was needed for 
our journey to Madaripore. Tuesday 
and Wednesday were spent at l\fadari­
pore. Arrangements were concluded 
by which additional land was procured 
for the site of the new Mission-house and 
compound. We safely reached Barisal 
on Friday evening, August 20th. .All 
who know anything of native Indian 
churches must allpw that there is much 
room in the midst of them for spiritual 
growth. Remembering, however, the 
state of heathen society from which so 
many of them have been brought out 
we may well exclaim with grateful 
wonder - What hath God wrought! 
Blesseu be His Name! 

R. H. TREGILLUS. 

Barisal, East Bengal. 

The Lord Loveth a Cheerful Giver. 

THE grateful thanks of the Committee are given to" X., Crewkerne," for a 
gold ring for the Congo Mission; "F. 8., Hampsteau," for a silver brooch, 
locket, and bracelet for the Congo Mission ; '' Forest Gate Church," for 

gold pearl ring, given at collection for Congo Mission ; to the Rev. Richard 
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Richa.rd, of Pembroke Chapel, Liverpool, ,who writes: "I enclose cher1ue for 
£4 2s. and postal order for 2s. 6d., which represent the proceeds of the sale of 
certain articles of jewellery which a lady entrusted to me to dispose of in the 
interests of our Missionary Society. I do not know the lady's name ; she 
attended one of our services a. little while a;::o as a perfect ,tranger, and was so 
impressed with a sermon which I preached on 'The Widow with her Two ~lites, 
that she brought me all her jewellery to dispose of a few days after, without 
leaving either name or address." To "R. D.," Penner, N ewbridge, who writes: 
" I am very thankful and glad to be enabled to send you the enclosed Post-office 
order for £6 3s. 10d. from the sale of my preserves and some wool-work which I 
have had exquisite plea.sure in doing to help on the cause of my dear Redeemer 
in Africa. I am wishful that £1 shall be devoted towards the sad losaes at 
Stanley Pool Station, and £5 3s. 10d. for the Congo Mission. I feel an increas­
ing desire that this grand work shall go forward and prosper greatly, till the 
knowledge of the love of Christ shall cover the whole earth ; and I esteem it as 
a great privilege as well as duty for us, who are daily praying 'Thy kingdom 
come,' to labour earnestly in some way or other, to the utmost of our ability, a& 
if it were our very own business, in order to hasten on that glorious time." "A 
Friend," Brighton, for necklet and locket for the Congo Mission, who writes : 
"These were given to me as a twenty-first birthday present by a very dear friend, 
and I have prized it very much, but I feel that my Father has asked for it, and I 
cannot keep it back ; I wish I had more to send. I was delighted to see the 
aocount of the first Congo baptism in the Mrssro~ARY HERA.LO. How we ough~ 
to rejoice over the first fruits ! May our Father hasten the time when the small 
one shall become a strong nation." To the Rev. Richard Glover, who writes 
under date of September 20th: "Yesterday an aged man came into my vestry, 
declining to give his name or even tell me whether he belonged to Bristol, who., 
having said he understood I was a member of the Missionary Committee, wished 
to send a gift to its funds. He gave me in cash £150. You are requested to 
insert acknowledgment of the same in next HERA.LO thus: T .. T., per Rev. 
Richard Glover, for India, £100 ; for Congo, £50." To Mr. and )Irs. Gray, of 
Edinburgh, for several small articles, wedding presents, to be sold, and the pro­
ceeds placed to the Debt Liquidation Fund. "An Olcl Soldier," for an old coin 
for the China Mission. "A Governess," for a silver locket for the Indian ?iiissioo. 
"A Watercress Seller," for a silver spoon for the Congo Mission, left her as a. 
legacy by her grandmother. Very grateful thanks are also giYen to the following 
friends for most welcome and timely contributions :-1\Ir. T. M. Russell, per ReY. 
J. Stephens, M.A., £200; T. T. R., £70; A Friend, £50; l\Iatthew vi. 1-4, 
for Support of Congo Missionary (half year), £60; l\Ir. W. C. Houghton (Congo, 
£10), £15; Mr. J. T. G. Dodd (Congo, £5), £10 ; Bootleite, for Congo, £LO; l\Ir. 
Ed. Bennett, Bury, £10. For Debt: )lr. Crew, Bristol, £50; )Irs. Barran 
Leeds, £25; l\Irs. Gurney, £20; Mrs. J. Benham, £10; Mr. W. J. Benham, B.A. 
£10; A Friend of Missions in Westmoreland, £JO 103.; A Friend, H. R., £10; 
Northampton, College Street, £16 Hs. 2J. 
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Acknowledgments. 

THE Committee gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the following gifts :­
Messrs. Sutton & Sons, of Reading, for a box of seeds for the Rev. 
W. H. Bentley, of the Congo Mission ; Erskine Beveridge, Esq., of 

Dunfermline, for two cases of medicines for Youhannah el Karey, of 
X ablous, Palestine ; "A Friend," Sheffield, for a parcel of cutlery for the Rev. • 
Robert Spurgeon, of Barisal; Mr. Bloomfield, of Maidenhead, for a clock 
and pictures for the Re,·. R. Spurgeon, of Barisal ; Mrs. Hunt, of Bourne­
mouth, for a parcel for Rev. T. J. Comber, of the Congo River; the members of 
the "Greenfield Missionary Sewing Meeting," Llanelly, for a parcel of clothing 
for the Congo Mission, per Mrs. Thomas, of W ellfield House ; also for the sum of 
four shillings, sent "in memory of a beloved Sunday-school scholar," by Mrs. 
Thomas, of Well field House. 

!{,e,mt Jnftllig.enc.e. 

GO_OD tidings ha~e been receiv~d from the Congo Miss~on party, now on 
the way to Afnca, from St. Vmcent. Mrs. Bentley writes:-

" We have had so far a beautiful passage, and most of our party have borne it 
well." 

Mr. H. Ross Phillips reports :-
" We greatly rejoice to feel that at last we are now really on our way to the 

Congo, and we are looking forward with bright hopefulness to the future. Brethren 
Shindler, Graham, and Darby are all well; so is our dear leader, Mr. Bentley." 

The Rev. ~othy and :Mrs. Richard, the Misses Corpe, Maitland, and Weedon, 
and 2\Iessrs. Nickalls and Farthing, embarked at Marseilles, on the 12th of last 
month, for Shanghai, in the French mail-steamer Uxus. Will our readers 
specially remember these friends at the throne of grace 1 

The following letter from Miss Pewtress refer3 to the Congo Mission Quilt :-
" Your readers will doubtless be glad to know that the 'Quilt' noticed in the 

last HERALD ha.a made good progress. The applications for squares have already 
c:i::ceedecl 1,200. The E,'l'eater part of these have been distributed in about a dozen 
churches only, but J'l,lr. Comber must have friends scattered through hundreds of 
ow· churches whose attention has not yet been directed to this movement. 

"If the secretaries of the missionary working parties in every church would 
iutroduce the idea at their meetings, or the teachers of senior classes to their 
members, a real enthusiasm would be quickly stirred, and a noble result achieved 
tJringing substantial help to the Mission Fund, while the whole cost will be borne 
by a few friends, and eYery shilling contributell will find its due acknowledgment 
by the contributor's own initials appearing in the quilt itself, or in one of the 
quilts whicb the great number of squares may render it necessary to make up. 

'· I shall lJe glad to correspond with any ladies who are willing to forward the 
movement in their own locality." 
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The author of the deeply-interesting sketch, entitled "Our Foreign Mission 
Work," with a view to further the interests of the Society, authorises us to say 
that he is prepared to offer a copy of this work for any Sunday-school library for 
the cost of the postage only-viz., twopence. Applications should be made direct 
to the publishers, Messrs. Alexander & Shepheard, 21, Furnival Street, Holhorn, 
London. 

We hope next month to publish, in the HERALD, the various papers to he 
considered at the approaching Missionary Conference, in connection with the 
Autumnal Missionary Meetings in Bristol, on Tuesday, the 5th inst. In the 
meantime, we beg the prayers of our readers on behalf of these gatherings, that 
they may be marked by special blessing, and be memorable as a fresh startins-­
point for increased consecration and more earnest effort. 

We are glad to announce the arriv::.l in England of the Rev. A. Papengouth, ot 
Jacmel, Hayti. Mr. Papengouth is in somewhat broken health, but it is hoperl 
that a season of rest and change may speedily restore him to strength. He is at 
present staying in Naples on a visit to Count Papengouth, his father. 

In connection with the Missionary senices to be held in Bristol, 'l\"e are glad to 
announce that at three o'clock in the afternoon of Wednesday, the 6th inst., there 
will be a meeting in connection with the Ladies' Zenana Mission in Old King 
Street Chapel. Chairman : Howard Bowser, Esq., of Glasgow. Speakers : Mrs. 
Ellis, of Calcutta; Mrs. Campagnac, of Bristol; Miss Compston and Miss Toone 
shortly leaving for Zenana work; and Rev. C. W. Skemp, of Bradford. A collec­
tion will be made on behalf of the Zenana Mission. Also, on Thursday afternoon 
at 3.30, there will be a Ladies' Conference on Zenana Mission Work in the Lecture 
Hall of Tyndale Chapel, to which all ladies visiting Bristol are cordially imiteL1. 
Tea will be provided. 

Contributions 

From 16th AugU1Jt to 15th September, 1886. 

Wben contributions a.re given for special objects, tbey o.re denoted as follows :-The letter Tis 
ple.ced before tbe sum when it is intended for Translations; S, for Sohoo/4; N P, for Native 
Preachers; W tl: 0, for Widows and OrphafUI. 

I 
Watson, Mrs,Horsforth, Bickham, Miss Mary, 

for Congo ......... ... 0 10 0 I for Congo ............. .. 
Bannister, Miss ......... I I 0 Under 10s. ............... 0 15 0 Birmingham La,lics' 
Cruickshank, Mr E. ... I 0 0, Do., for Congo...... 0 ~ 0

1

. !>egroes Friend. S,,_ 
F. Id R J I 0 0 ' Do for Br•lo1t ciety, per Mrs Cu.d-

ie • ev .. .. .. • .. .. ..... 0 I Mission .. . ... .. .... 0 5 0 hnry • for Con yo Grenfell, Miss M. .. .. .. 0 10 
Masters, Mr & Mrs J. 7 0 01' --- , B1;,;1'tcchhoeor!, ·~;,s, .. s .. , .. Bi'~ik: 
Me.tthew vi. 1----4, for .u 

Congo ..................... 60 0 061 Do1u.TI01<s. I heath ............ ii•--· 
Pnrris, Mrs ....... ..... ... C 10 Butten'f"ortb, l1r . ll., 
Robinson, Mr J. C., I A.lime.ck, Mr W., for for Congo .......... .. 

Keswick .................. 2 0 0 I Congo..................... 0 10 0 Do., for India ........ . 
Smith, Rev Jas., New- Awell-wlsber,forCongo 2 0 0' Collins, Mr W. Il., fnr 

mn.rket .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... 0 0 A Working Man and \ Congo .................... • 
Tritton, Mr Jos. 1 his friend, Edinlmrgh, C.¼., for Congo ........ . 

(montbly) ............... 12 10 0 I for Congu .... ... .. ..... ·l 0 0 , Cooke, Rev J. H ......... . 

UNUAL SUDSCBIPTIOll'S, 1 0 0 

3 0 

0 

0 10 [) 
I O O 
:! :! l) 
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Fxiends .................... . 
Grcenwood,~fr~,Os.sftt 

2 10 0 I Buou1<GIUVB'IIIBE, NoTr1,ronu1smRE. 
2 0 O Q . 

G. F. P., for Congo ..... . 
H. W. M., for Cvnqo .. . 

1 o o I uamton ..... 4 4 0 NoM.iY4Jhe.~,ID 0 rby Rtl. ? 17 o 
5 o o, Do., &nttck IW..,I ... . 19 O 

nenderson. R.e, W. T. 
1tnd family, for Con110 l 

Leriche. Mr, Bexley, 
0 0 CaunmE. 

Cbe,;,ter, Gro!!\'enorPk. 4 0 0 S11soesnrn11. 
coll. b.,- .................. 0 H. 0 

Lewis, Mrs, StrA..tfOI"{l• 
on.Avon, for Japan 

11. c. •······ ................ . 
l o o DErn:<, 

Do.,for W& 0 .... .. ~ ~ g llfracombe ............. .. l 7 3 
Lifton ........................ 0 8 9 Procee<ls of sale of 

je....-e.llery .............. . 
Tuer, Mrs, Bury ........ . 

Under lOs . .............. . 
Do., for Ooago ..... . 

4 4 6 
0 10 0 
0 7 6 
0 4 9 

Thon·erton .. .. . . . . . . . . .. . l Ii 6 

DoB:SET, 

We:rmonth .................. 10 1 8 
Wimborne ............... ... 2 2 o 

SPEC"U,L Doli.-rJONS 'POW".1.BID6 
LIQUIDATIO!i" OP DE .... 

DrrRH.ui:. 

0 0 Stocktou-on-Tees, A Friend to Missions... l 
Allen,MrsE.P.,Cheadle 5 
Coxeter, Mr C., Abing-

o o Wellingto11 i>treet . .. 8 o o 

don ........................ l O O 
<>umey, Mrs ............... 20 O O EssEX. 

Sna.ilbeach, Lort1•a Hill 
Sun. Sch ............... . 0 lG 0 

8:r A FFORDSD.IRE. 

Wednesbury....... ... .. . . . 3 12 7 

StrBDHY, 

Cl\rshn.lton....... .. . . . . . .... 4 IS 0 
Kingston-on-Thames ... 10 18 3 
Lower Norwood, Gipsy 

Rood ..................... JO O 1 
New Malden ............... 2 10 9 
Redhill . . . ... . . . .. ..... ... .. 7 11 0 
Wimbledon ........... .... 4 6 6 

SUSSEX. 
Worthing Sun, Sch. ... 3 0 0 

S. H ......................... l 0 0 
.S:,mpatby ............. ..... 5 o o Barldng Sun. Sch ..... .. 3 JO 

0 7 
1 0 
1 9 

8 
WoncaasTHRSBmE • 

Under lOs................ o 5 o . Clacton-on-Sea ........ . 
Leyton ................... .. 

6 E vesham . .. ... .. .... .. .. . . 6 4 4, 
0 

LEG.I.CY. 

Nixon, the late Mr 
William, of Cam­
bridge, per Mr W. 
Ni>:on ..................... 100 o o 

Lonoir .1.J1D MmnLBS111, 

Camberwell, Denmark 
Place Ch ............ . 

Do., for NP, Baril/al 
Do., Mansion Honse 

Dalston Junction Snn. 

7 8 6 
9 l8 6 
O 7 6 

Sch ......................... 10 0 0 
Deptford, Oct.a via St. l 14 0 
Hampstead, Heath St. 30 0 0 
Ha=ersmith, West 

End Ch ........... -...... 5 17 7 
Hatfield Street, Golden 

Lane Bagged Sch. ... 1 l o 
Homsey Rise, Y.M.B.C. l 2 6 
.John Street, Edgware 

Road ................... .. 7 8 0 

Theydon Bois ........... . 2 Y ORKSBlBI!, 

Armley Sun. Sch. ...... 0 12 6 

GLOUCESTER.SHIRE. Fn.rsley, for Debt ... . .. 2 16 O 
Harrogate .................. 2:l 6 7 
Leeds, South Parade ... 18 11 10 Cheltenham, Golden 

Valley Snn. Sch....... 0 JO 
Miuchinb.&mpton ...... l 19 

0 Mir field ............ .. . . . .. . . o 8 5 
6 

H.l.liTS, 
Odiham, Hillside......... 1 0 0 
Portsmouth Anxilis,ry, 

E_erMr J. A. Byerley, 
Treasurer ............... 185 19 11 

KErr. 
Ashford San. Sch ...... . 
Shooters' Hill Road .. . 
Woolwich, Qaeen St, 

I 17 0 
4 10 0 

NORTH WALES. 
ANGLESEA.. 

Holyhead,forPalestine O 10 

SOUTH WALES, 
GL.&.llOBGAl'lSBIBB. 

Aberdare, Ge.dlys . .. .. . 6 11 0 
Ferndale, Bethel......... O 18 3 
Pengam, for Congo ... O 12 O 

Sun. Sch., forJaprm 
Do., Parson's Hill : l~ ~ PE>nDOHESBIRE. 

Broa.<iha ven .... . . . ........ 3 0 0 
Penybryn ....... .......... 4 12 0 

LJ.waA&IUBB. 

Lambeth, Regent St. 
London Baptist ABso­

cie.tion, Northern 

2 4 2 Oswaldtwisne .......... .. 4 10 8 BcOTLU<D. 

District, coll. at 
Devonshire Sq. Ch. 7 16 6 

::Metropolitan Taber­
nacle Sun, Sch., for 
Mr Weeks ............... 6 5 

Tvrickenham........... .... 7 17 
Upper Holloway, Y.M. 

C.M., for Congo . . .... 5 O 
Vernon Chapel............ 8 o 

0 
6 

0 
0 

Waterfoot, Bethel ...... 2 8 O Glasgow Auxiliary, for 

No, .. ou:. 

Swaffham .................. 10 0 0 

Noll'!BillnONSBIBE, 

Clipstone •••••••••••••••••• 25 16 6 
Towcester, for Congo 0 4 0 

Italian Mission ...... 25 0 o 
Do., Adelaide Pl... 2o O O 

Grantown ..... . .. . . .. ... .. . l 10 o 

FOREIGN, 

Netherlands ............... 2 0 0 
Jamaica. B.M.S., for 

lle•t Africa ......... GO 0 0 
Do., for Congo ......... 50 0 0 

TO S U B S CR I B ER S. 
It u r~ that all remittance.a of rontri?ndiona b6 sent Co Ar.FRED 

HEiray BAYNES, &cretary, Miaai<m H<>UBe, 19, Furnival Street, E.C., and 
payable to hia or<ler; also that, if any portion of the giftll a-re designed 
for a ,pe,r,ifie objed, full ~iculara of the place and :,nvrpoae may be gi'llffl, 
ahequu ehould be crossed Messrs. BAB.CLAY, BEVAN, TRrrroN, & Co,, WIid POIC­
ojfk,e Or<lera made payable at the General Poat O~. 




